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TB This is Tina Bell ,.::oing 3.1- inte-vic.1r; l-Jith Mr<:::. P'Jse Mary 

Zenti, who w2.s born on Febru .~ry 19, 10 1-::i. And tod3y's date i~ 

Nove.11ber l 7. l qq4. 

RZ Rose Mary F~rmer Zenti 

TR A n c , u h , w he r· e w r::;r e you t , C· : rY ;· 

RZ I ~\las born in Clayton, New York. 1r1'-.jc h you i: •ro':)ably a, en 

aware of its existence even . 

on the Saint Lawrence River. 

yGar at Saint Mary's Academy. 

But, u~, it's in up state New York 

And I wer~ to school there my first 

Ah • t c1 1_ ', t by F :-- enc h <:pea k i r :;i nu n s 

who taught us everything, numbers, u~, colors in French as well 

as English. A n d t hen L\J e 111 o v e d f r om C l .:,. :, to 'l , ~l e L-11 Yo r k to 

Watertown where I went to school at Sacred heart School, 3nj then 

in high school to the Imm~culate Hea rt qcarlemy. 

And f r om t he re I took .'S\ y ea r of F '.:, e c.1 u ~. e I c 0 u 1 rl n ' t q u i t e 

decide what I wanted, most wanted tc jc. And my fa.ther ,,ns :i.11 

at the time so I took some cour3es froT Syracuse LJniversity, and 

too o r· g ,rn , a 11 t he , t h e t h :i. n g '3 l c o 1 1 l , : ,, ' t t a k e i n h i g h s c h •Jo 1 , 

typing, short hand, that kind cf th~ng. It, it was a privilege 

t.hat you hc,d in that '2:-chool of taking 1rJ na t they call the po3t 

g1·adu,1t1~ program. Which I thL,k many ) oung pAople need L\/hen they 

gradu.1te f,-orn high school beca.u~.e the .:on't f,:nm--i ,\!hat they L•Jant 

to do. I found that in my own family. Then I went to Naza re th 

College in R.ochester, New Yot·k L-Jhere I rnaJored in rnus:ic 1-11 :.~h my 

major· being piano and my minor being hor·p. And later, much 

1.:.;1,ter, after I 1,,1as nia t t·ied and h.3.d ct f_·1, ily, urn, I attendeJ the 

University of Michigan and sta~ted ~or! on my Masters degree, 

which I didn't finish until I n•oved here to Marquette in 'a~ and 



then I completed my Maste-s a t Northern. 

graduation. 

That's t~e extent of my 

And after graduating from college I returned home. Th3.t was 

in 1941. Hnd si nc:e my f 3, ::her· 11Jas i 11, I found i t necess.-3, ry to 

ron~ider stayi ng at homG an d trying to fine wo-h. 

not allowed to teach in ltJatertown unle:-s yo11 h:i.d ha.:! prev:iou~. 

experience outside of the area. So there wasn't much choice. 

And I applied for a Civil Servic8 position with the War 

Depa r tm8n t. f'l n d , u m , be CJ,? n IAJ o r k i n g i n t,,J ha t 1,._1 .,:1 s a m i l i ta r y 

installation near my home at Pine Camp, New Yo-k. Ah, P:i. ne Camp 

currently has comet~ the fore. It's now called Camp Drum. In 

that the unit, the JOth Mounta.:in Divi ·sion i,,Jhich has been 

stationed in H::\it:i. :is, urn, eman3.t.ed from Camp Dr·urn at Pine Can-•p. 

So it's still ln existence. 

Um , I w o r k e d , u m , f o ' t he , a , t.-J a ·· Depa r t n e n t and t he 

Department of EngineerinQ. And, um, at that time Pine Camp was 

the home cf the 4th Armored Division. And th3t was a period in 

history were the concern was that, yes, we woLild become involved 

in the ~\la •• And, but it was felt at that point that the focus 

would be on the European front. And. so it camA as quite a shock 

when al1 :.he 3,nxiety and the "e.ar· hacl bP.en related to our 

entrance into the war. But it was qu~te a shock when. ah. 

Rocsev'elt, on that famm~::.. cL3.y c,f infa11:y, Decen1ber 7, 1941, 

he a.nnounc.ed th,:~t. t hE:. J.'loane,::,,2 had at t3.cked us at Pe3.rl Ha r bor. 

Well, e:::.peci-:il ly to U1e Unj .. ed 

St2.tes, but to the whoJe· woi"Jd . Um, and :it was something that 

hit home very realistic ~l ly driving out to Pine Camp the next 



day, and seeing a ll the armored equipment, the tanks on roao 

getting up and going out to the planes to continue practicing 

their maneuvering. But it had a whole different significan~e 

that day because we all knew it wasn't , if, it was when, he~ 

soon, would all the~e young men be sent off to fight t he war. 

And, I guess I continued to work. Well I did continue to 

work, um, um, at, a, Pine Camp. And I guess one of your 

questions that you had posed was, how did I happen to become 

involved with the Red Cross? Well, it was because I was wcrking 

so closely with the members of the 4th Armored Division. I 

became aware of the extent of the Red Cross work. And usually, 

before the war, it was very simple. Um, I would get called by 

the chaplain's office. "Um, going to have a wedding this 

afternoon. Will. you come over and play the organ?" And that was 

my role 1n the wedding. And then the Red Cross picked up and 

usually had a little reception for them . These were very -- very 

small, ah, weddings. And I came to know the personnel better, 

and the extent of their work. And it, it, looked very 

interesting. 

doing. 

I was really quite bored with the work that I was 

TB What, what work were you doing? 

RZ I was an accountant clerk. l11lhich was (laugh) really out of 

my realm of experience or interest. And, um, we had very slow 

times wo r·ki ng . And, urn,. it was really boring (laugh). And I 

complained to the engineer in charge of our department that I 

found there wasn't enough work to do. And he said, "Well, you do 

have busy days, don't you?" I said, "Yes, but they' re, you know, 



about five or six days a month." And, um, so I didn't get 

anywhere about getting a transfer. And at that time my father 

was deceased. And, I had stayed home a year and my mother felt I 

should get on with my life. 

And so I applied for the Red Cross Position. And, I wo s 

called to be int8rviewed in New York City. Um, and then waited 

for the news that I was accepted. And in October of '42, I 

started my training at the American University in Washington, 

D.C . At, ah, where I spent six weeks. At the, and, that was a 

very interesting experience because there were young women from 

all over the United States. Um, who were in training at that 

time. And it was interesting meeting so many people with so many 

different backgrounds. Of course, Washington its self, was a 

whole new experience for me. Hopping with excitement at the 

time. Um, but at the end of that training period, I was asked 

what was my interest in my future ass:ignment? And I said, "Well, 

I think I would li.ke the Army." Because I'd come from camp, or 

ah, Pine Camp and was familiar with the Army. My father had been 

in the Army. My b rot her had gone into the Air Force [i>trm,1-· Air 

"And, I guess I would like a small hospital." I guess 

I thought that might get me back to (laugh) Pine Camp. And, um, 

so I was called and told that, ah, the assignment would be made 

out of the New York City office 

receive my assignment. 

And I was to go to NGw York and 

I got to New York . Went into the office. And the gave me 

the Navy. The largest hospital on the East Coast, 5000 patients 

in that hospital. It w~s hard to conceive in our minds, of a 
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hospital that could serve 5000 patients. And when you walked 

around to the wards in the hospital , the corridor to go around 

once was ~ little over a mile. So you didn't need any walking 

exercise3 (laugh) as WP need toaay. Um. r~e hospital had 76 

wings, ~nd servnd, ah, with the top-notrh joctors in the country. 

Um , pa t i en ts of --3. l l t. y p es of co n d i t i on~ , f r o In r at he t' mi n e r · 

because, in the service, a serviceman could not go back in to 

assume his duty until he ~as as good as he was before his injury 

So some were very lucky and went back ~2ther soon . Ah, others 

were suffering from life time disabilities. Some were amputees, 

double amputees. Ah, some were, -- many in the Naval hospital 

became p3raplegics; they were paralyzed for life, from the waist 

dm1Jn. And so, not only was surgery a primary concern in that 

hospital . but the rehabilitation program. And the Red Cross was 

very involvea in that rehabilitation effort. Particularly from a 

social setvices standpoint, and from the recreation standpoint. 

Um, and my work, of course, was 1n the recreation area 

And I think you asked at one poi 1· t, what was a typical d--3.Y 

i n , i n rn y hosp i ta l l i k e? 1,;J e J i. d n ' t c:: o T1 e 1 n u n tj l n •-1 e i n t he 

afternoon, because, um, patiAnts were bAing taken care of in 

t he j r- w ,~ rd s f o r· t he i r med i ca J net:, j s o r t. :-, P. i r s u r g i c ,i 1 needs . Bu t 

thF aftgrnoons were the frEe time for them. So, many were 

confined to bed, naturally; and some ~ere 1n the re, recovery 

stagP and able to, ah, not only come to the recreatjon 

r::k.?f')-lrtml?.Pt. but cou1d a.J.s.o, c:--:d1, profit from. um, entertainment 

outside of the hospital. And the hosp~tal was rich in resourceE 

for entertainment. Everyone, it seemed, in New York, from the 

/ 
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/'.~rnerican Theatre l..Ji ng, to, um, the individual clubs, the, um, 

Lamps Club New York, the Athletic Club, um, the, ah, Metropolitan 

0 p e r a Gu iJ d , t he T m-rn H a 11 Gu i l d . And of course had we had a 

treme ndous number of Red Cross volunteers , who were -- some were 

gray ladies, who :~w·;ed in the hosp it ·::l : tself and L-J8P~ very 

helpful in the arts and crafts department. Ah , we had, ah, top-

notc h musicians come to the hospital. Um, we had top-notch 

writers bec ause we had a write, a g rou p that was very interested 

in ~ffiting. And they would come nut every Monday night. The 

artists in the area responded beautifully; and they had thei r 

night at the hospital, where they encouraged patients, and, and, 

helned them with wha tever field of art they wer e interested in. 

We had -- there were cartoonists that came out. Um, just many in 

the field. 

Then L>Je had Ear l Wilson , who's a colu1nnist for the l'lettJ York 

Po~t Who provided entertai nment onE night a week. And really, 

the patie nt s couJd re q ues t most, no t o nly most any THING the y 

wanted, but any PERSON, any Theatre star that they wanted to come 

out; because if Earl Wil so n asked them, they d i dn't say no, 

because they could get a favorable write up in his column, or a 

And so they were very happy to be helpful 2nd 

coope rate with him. 

And ma.ny of t ~e, a h, top-no t ch entertainers, um, see:11•3.j to 

de l i g ht no t o n 1 y i 'l com i n g o u t , bu t i n corn i n g o u t a g .3. i n and 

aga1n. For instance , fddy Ca ntor, witl1 bz:njo eyes (chuckle}, he 

carPe out. In fact, the first T . V. when hi s fist T .V. program 

originated from, um, St. Albans Nava] Hospital. And, um, he c3me 

/ 
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out t -- twice there, and once when 1 was at Halloran General 

Hospital later. And I'll talk about the difference between the 

two hospitals a little later. Ah, Jimmy Durante was another one. 

And, of course, we had been given two lovely Steinway Spinets so 

that we co u ld take them to the wards fc- the patients. 

a singer, or ~he patients themselves who wanted to play and were 

not able ~o come to the recreation room. Ah, but with Jimmy 

Durante, part of his act really was to rL1in a piano And ::c.o we 

had to acquire an old piano that didn't matter how beat up it 

got, when he came. 

Ah, one of the people that I most admired, um, was Glenn 

Miller. He brought his whole orchestra. Jt was his last show 

that he did before he went overseas. And if you recall? He was 

lost at sea. And he came in the late afternoon and did an 

auditorium show for the patients. And then, afterwards, he split 

his group into three sections; and they covered the 1tJard3 for the 

patients who were not able to attend. And, I had -- my duties 

were related mainly to the auditorium at that point. 

it was my responsibility to, ah, take him to dinner 

And, um, so 

So T told 

him the Captain would like to have him, ah, join him in the 

officer's dining room. And, of course, he was an officer and 

entitled to that. And he said, "I'll be happy to go, under· one 

condition. That Ray McKinley, my dr-ummc~r, can als.o jbin u-:: in 

the officer's dining room. He was an enlisted man, and of 

course that ~-Jas unheard of, but I dirln't quest.ion. 

"certajnly, if that's l'Jhat you \\13,nt." (lB and NZ laugh) Ard he 

..., 
I 

/ 



was a, ah, very gracious, a wonderful gentleman. 

good. 

r-,nd, ah, one of the other jnter2·,tir1g thing·,. 

Memorie~ are 

avail3ble to us all kind3 of L~Patre ticket: for the Broadway 

the performance of Zazzu Pitts. You probably don't remember her, 

but -:.d·e was A movi8 star·, and then had the shm..i cal led Ram: hack] e 

Inn on Broadway. So when t requested that, through Earl Wil s on's 

office, ah, they sen t me two tickets. And, I was in the Mean 

time -- the condition for her bringinJ her s how was that if we 

could duplicate the stage set. 

Oh, he could duplicate anything. 

So I finally found a patient. 

So, I too~ him in with me; we 

sat through the s how; an~ I was dumbfounded wher T saw the set. 

It had the main floor and a balcony, seven door s which were 

s winging. it seemed, one or the othe-, all the time, get ting a 

lot of hard usage . So we went back to meet Zazzu Pitts 

afte rw.3rd. And on the 1..iay back I said, "What do you think, Earl? 

Can you duplicate that set?" And, ah , "No pr·oblem, no problem, 

Miss Farmer·." So when ~e went back and mot Zazzu. he examined 

the set very carefully and made sorne sketches of it. And, um, 

and of course z.3.zz:u Pitt ::. r·azed the que~.tion, "Do you really 

think you can -- djd you see how ha r d the doors were slammed?" 

And so she gave us. um, she didn't ~~ve us a date t hat night. 

Later her agent called and gave us a date. And, ah, so work 

began on the se t. She came out the night cf the show wi t h her 

whole cast. And it looked just like the s e t on Broadway. And 

after the show when we talked to he, she s a 1C: , "Do you knew thjs 
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set is better than the one on Broadway?" She just loved it. And 

of course the patients just loved having her in the show. It was 

a wonderful evening. I often wonder what haprened to that 

patient, because he had suc::h talent. Anj, he was able to get 

others to he]p him, you know, .~ith the hem: but he was 

responsible for the whole thing. All I had to jo was get 

materials for him, and the paint and the hardware. But, ah, it 

was very successful. 

One of the most embarrassing ones was the actress, Kat herine 

Cornel l ; a nd I imagine that that name doesn't mean anything to 

you either. But she was, ah, a very well known actress, very 

admired. But she came out through the American Theatre Wing. 

Sometimes we would just get a cal l. "Katherine Cornell 1,.-..Jould 

like to come out and spend some time with the patients." So I 

took her to the wards and the patients did~'t know her. I didn't 

have -- tried to introduce her. I tried to make them aware of 

her performance history. But, um. they just had never heard of 

her· before. So I felt badly over that particula r effor t . 

But it was interesting. Later she went overseas with the 

and took the Barrets of Whimple Street. The show, which 

was later, when she returned, 3h, was showing on Broadway. And I 

was transferred later to Halloran General Hosp ital, which was an 

Army hospital. Again an extremely large hospital. And the 

patients 1rJere asking for Katherine Cornell. "could we bring the 

Garrets of Whimple Street out?'' Well, at Halloran hospital, Ed 

Sullivan was the big manager, so to speak, of Broadway 

ente r·tai nrnent. Because he also wrote for a newspape~ at that 
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time. Later he had his own show. Ah, but, um, anything yoL 

asked of Ed Sullivan's office, it was done. And so when I as~ed 

for the Barrets of Whimple Street, yes. They set a date. 

came out on a Sunday night . And it, it was just amazing. 

auditorium was jammed. We ha d litter patients there. Every~ody 

that could manage to be there . And there were some patients on 

the ward who could just not leave their beds, who really wanted 

to see her. And I asked her before the show -- could she spend 

some time with the patients? And she said, oh, she'd be ha~py 

to . She was there 'till midnight. The Red Cross driver who 

drove her out was getting a little anxious (~ig laugh). Was 

everything all right? [After the interview, Mrs . Zenti told me 

that Katherine Cornell did, indeed, remember her from the Navy 

hospital adventure.] 

So it's interesting. And some of the other people we ~sd at 

St. Albans was, um, Cornielious Odus Skinner, who did monolcgs. 

And, um, patients weren't that excited abo11t that, but they 

enjoyed it. And one of the very special people, in my book, was 

Mildred Dilling. She was a well known harpist. Um, a nd she came 

out to the ho s pital through the American Theatre Wing. And she 

enjoyed her first effort at pl aying for patients on the wara. I 

think somewhere here I have a picture to show you or her whe, she 

was playing for the patients. Here she is. 

TB Wow. 

R7 1 ,L Mike S3muel described her as ''the harp on earth, as it :sin 

heaven." And, um, she would play -- take her harp play on, ah, 

at the bedsides of the patients. She enjoyed it so much, she 
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asked if she could leave her harp and come out on a weekly basis. 

So she came out on a weekly basis for a number of months. And, 

in fact, she knew my interest in the hat·p and she said, "Now I 

want you t.o fE~el froe to play the har·p any t:ime you want to." I 

didn't hav8 much time for that kind of thing. And, um, second 

time she came out -- I usually opened up the harp case for her 

when she came and, urn, a mouse came running out. She said, 

"Well I c:an tell you haven't been practicing the harp." (7B and 

NZ laugh) But she oh, she taught Harpe Marx, ah, harp. And, ah, 

she appeared at the White House. I think she said seven 

different times. She was well known throughout the music world. 

And, oh, one of the other interesting ones who come out was 

Milten Burl. (laugh) Um, I was called into the field director's 

office; that's the top person in the Red Cross, in the field. 

And, um, and this was the day that Milten Burl was to appear in 

the auditorium. And, ah, the field director said, "Now I've had 

a ca 11 f r· om Cap t . P r a t t . " ho was t he of f i c e r i n ch a r g e of the 

hospital. "And he wants you to be sure and tell Milten Burl not 

to tell any fairy stories." I said, "OH." She said, "Now you 

wil.l be sure to tell him that." I said, "Well, if that's what he 

wants, J guess I have to." So I left the office; and I was out 

:in the hall. And this elderly, gray lady, that, um, I'd become 

quite friendly with, said, "You look puzzled. What's the 

problem":" So I said, "Well, come here." So we went to the 

recreation hall. And I re]ated to -- I said, "I was told, urn, 

that Capt. Pratt wants me to tell Milten Burl I'm not supposed to 

tell any fairy tales -- ur, Milten Burl's not supposed to tell 
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any fairy tales tonight. And I'm supposed to covey that message 

to him." I said, "Why to you thin~ he can't tell any fairy 

tales? I couldn 't see any harrn in that." 1 said, "Do you?" And 

she said, "No. That has me puzzled too. But, I guess if the 

Cap L to 1 d y OU th 2, t , y nu bet t e r t e 11 ill. m . " "I guess you're 

ri0ht." So I went, met Mil ten BurJ backstage that night. And I 

sai d, "Mr. Burl, the Capt. has aske:J that I convey a mes-,sage to 

you. And that it's that you must not tell any fairy tales 

tonight." And he went into hyster ics. And I didn't knm..i, I 

guess for years after, why that was such a (big laugh). But, ah, 

(more laughing b,v TB and f?Z) anyways (stil 1 more laughing) . He 

did, ah, oblige; So I was told afterward. 

Um, then one of the others, who was very temperamental, but 

I was just so thrilled that he was able and willing to come to 

the hospital, Jose Eterby. Again, the name perhaps, means 

nothing to you. Jose Eterby was the director of the Rochester 

Philharmonic Orchestra. Which I had heard many times si.nce I 

went to school in AH, and also, a renowned pianist. 

And, so the welfare and recreation offiser was responsible for 

planning this particular, ah, appearance. But he called me about 

an hour before, and as~.ed if I would neet Eterby when he came. 

v-J2.l1 Twas thr·illeci. But, um, I later found out that the reason 

ha didn't want to meet him Wds because he wanted to play pool 

wjth my future husband. And, but I very willingly went and 

awaited him. And when he drove up in front of the main door of 

the hospital, I went out to greet him, and thanked him for his 

coming. An<i he said, "And wher·e is the commanding officer?" And 
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I replied that he was in the jn a meeting. And, ah, he said, 

"Well, T think you better drive on. Well I was shocked. So I 

quickly spoke to the driver of the car. And said, "Don't you 

dare ]eave. I'll go get an officer to greet him . " And so I went 

in and explained the situatjon to the executive officer, Captain 

Blake. So he came out to meet him. Ard graciously escorted him 

into his office. And then he was very willing to have me take 

over at that point. And when Captain Blake asked me, "Where is 

Lt. McKinley?" I said, "I believe he's in a meeting." ( l.augh) 

And so we went on; and Eterby gave a beautiful concert 1n the 

auditorium. And, again, um, with the break as it was, he was 

willing to go on the wards, and. 

But we had dinner together in the officer's dining room. 

And I said to him, "I really. ah, was impressed with the movie, A 

Song to RomPmber. 2,nd the music you p1.s,yed in it " And ~e turned 

to me in complete surprise. He said, "How did you knm'\J that r 

played that, the music for that?'' Because it was CornelJ Wilde 

was the sta r of that movie. And of course they just showed the 

hands, as they do, you know, in films when they aren't playing 

themselves. And they were Eterby's ha~ds. And, to this day he 

(laugh) he does not know how I found out; and neither to I But 

I found out thdt he was the onP who played, ah, a ll the music for 

that movie. And it was beautifully do~e. 

Ah, there were many others who ca-e out. Ah, Shirley T8mple 

was a (unintelligible), came to the wa~ds At that time she was 

very young, and, ah, lovely to look at; and the patients just 

enjoyed seeing her. Because it was someone who they kind of grew 
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up with to. And she was, J don't think much more than twenty 

years olrl when she came. We had a security guard coming with us. 

And she made a lot of the wards rather rapidly because she ~idn't 

have that gift of interacting in a con 1 ersational was with the 

patients. 

out. 

I think she was just a little too shy to get the words 

Um, I don't know if you want to interject here? Um, 1n 

terms of programs for the patients, other than the ones I've 

mentioned, we had, ah, talent shows. We had a great deal of 

talent. Ah, in fact, um, one of the first -- initially when I 

came to the hospital, I was assigned the psychiatric wards. And 

it was very hard for me to believe that the doctor in charge of 

the psychiatric wards was one, Doctor Benjamin Spock. The author 

of the great baby book. Which was -- I guess he's in his 

nineties now, and I think he's revised it again. But that W3.S 

hard to understand, how the baby doctor became the officer in 

charge of the psychiatric wards. But we got along bec1uti f11l ly 

because he had a great appreciation for music. And felt that it 

was an important part of the therapy for the patients. 

Particularly on the locked wards . 

And, ah, so I had a program, music program, twice a week on 

the locked wards, for the patients who were there. The o~·en 

psychiatric wards, a h , I had started a music appreciation hour . 

And, ah, they were able to come to that. And then, as a follow 

up to that program, for all the patients in the hospital 

participated in the music appr-eci<-"tion hour, I kind of opet·JtGd 

on the requests of the patients. And we would get tick8t3 to the 
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opera. Tickets for the symphony. I al~~a.y~. remember Leopold 

Stykofsky, who was conducting at that time. And, it was a 

wonderful opportunity for some of the patients to get special 

training; because top-notch musicians woul~ come out to work with 

them. Pa r t i cu 1 a t 1 y t. hose t Ii a. t , .-:1 h . h ,,1 d e •"· c 2 l l e n t v o 1 c es a. n ,j , u rn , 

were interested in developing and learning more about music And 

people from the guild, the Metropolitan Opera Guild, in town, 

would come out and work with them. 

I don't know if there's any other questions you had about 

that particular aspect at the Naval hospital . I was transferred 

in 1942. 

Hospital. 

No nineteen forty--ah, late '44, to Halloran General 

Now, Halloran General Hospital was quite different 

than the Naval hospital. lJm, Halloran was the point of 

debarkation for patients who where, ah, injured. They would come 

in on hospital ships. We would receive 24 hour notice of when 

thA hospital ship was due in. And you had robe ready. Um, 

everything -- everyone worked very quickly, um, to gear up for 

the patients coming into the hospital. 

Um, the Red Cros:; would meet the shjp if jt came in .3. t 

night. Whatever time of day it came in, the Red Cross would meet 

them, go on board, and greet the patients. At 1d rerneinbe r, U10"<:,e 

are the first pAople for home, so to speak, that they have met 

since they left. And her2 they are; retu rning injured. Some of 

them very seriously. So j r 1tJa3 a 1t,;ond81-ful fl)<pe,·ience for them 

to be coming back to the States. And then, if they came in at 

night, they didn't, L!nload the ship until mornjng. And it seemed 
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as though there was an endless stream of ambulances coming-~ at 

that point. 

('.\1'1') all the Re d Cros ::; sta ff, vcl 1Jnteer·= inc luded, ::.1h , =-":i 

t h p, teJ.epl1on2 compa ny. That Wds d criti ca l group. Find the.._. had 

v o l u n t. e c ,~ s . They had Le l ep hone:-;, ,3. ny ·,u 1n '.~) e r of t hern by the .:: '3d 3, 

so the first thing patients could do, who were able to do i : , 

most of thern were able, was to make a telephone call to who~ever 

they wished. But there was also a heartbreaking side to th2~ . 

You saw s o rnany 1AJho we re so h<lppy to be he re, so happy to be able 

to make that first call, and then to find out that the girl chat 

they had called, that they thought was someone that they we~e 

engaged to, or possibly married, no longer were interested. And 

that was a cruel blow for many of those patients. 

didn't happen to the majority, of course. 

Thank God, it 

And then, um, they were only there for three or four c ays, 

maximum . Um, then they were sent to the hospital which was their 

particular need in terms of speciaJ ty. 0 t they l\l e re s e n t t : 

hospitals closest to their home, if that was possible. And this 

was all done very quickly . 

And the one thing that bothered all these patients whe~ they 

came, was the fact that, carrying their litters from the 

ambulance to the be d, were Ge r man p r iso ner s of war . 

um, whE=rn was that? D·-da.y, Ma y 7th , '45, I believe it L-Jas. We 

had had a hospital shjp come jn. And we were l istening --

group, they'd been there for a couple of da ys , and I was wi:h a 

group of about ten patients. And where they were so excitej 

about talking to you, they were very quiet. And I assumed it was 
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mainly listening to the President's message. But then, 

afterwards, they were still very quiet. And I thought there 

would be, you know, lots of discussion. (;Jell, the object of 

their distraction and unwillingness to talk, was up on a ladder 

replacing a light fixtl1re in the room. And ho was a German 

Um, so I asked if he could leave, and come back 

later. And then they unloaded. They couldn't believe how 

beautifully these prisoners of war were treated. They had good 

sleeping quarters, good meals. And that was hard for those who 

had been at the European front to deal with it. 

Um, I think one of my thrills, um, when I was in the Red 

Cross, was when I was commuting from St. Albans to Halloran 

General Hospital. I had always hoped, when I took the Staten 

Island ferry, whic h I don't know if you're familiar with. But 

you pass the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor. I was 3lways 

hoping I'd see a troop ship come in. Well, I found this letter 

that I had written to my mother in September of 1945. And in it, 

I'll just re.J.d it to you. If that's alright? 

"Another thr·ill of a J ife t-I.me. For weeks and weeks and 

months and months, espec:i.ally since I've been at }lallor-a n and 

getting sea duty regularly crossing the harbor on the Staten 

I t, la n d f e r r- y , I ' v e been hop i n g a n d s t r -- ·- s t t- a i n i n g rn y eyes t. h c\ t I 

might see a troop transport ship sailing into the harbor. ~t 

long last, br5gl,t and early yesterday morning I was driv ing along 

on my way back to Hal 1 o r3.n, and a'3 usual, vJhen I got on the 

ferry, I started looking. I couldn't believe my eyes, when I 

looked again our ferry had stopped. And there wJs a troop ship 

17 



Rut, hurled over the side of 

t he ~" h i p , a, n d eve r '3 o '...:Jc n t l y f 1 u t t e ,- i r1 9 , , J a s t he i n -:_; i g n i a o f t he 

th u n de r· b i i' d . Yos, thi s was Lhe olj 45th jivision which had been 

st..a.tj_o n ed D.t Pi.r1e ,"::arrir•, just ea.sing their· ,,..kiy i11Lo the h.;:1, (bor, 

For tunat2ly the ferry s toppPd in 

rnid har-bor. (1 n d the 8 ,< c 1 t c rn e n t .a~. t he sh 1 p s i. J ht e d t he S ta t t I c o t 

LibAtty wa s unbelievable. It was a roar cf voices that I will 

l. i t t l e d .i d I t h i n k L-J hen I ·3 a V-J th L':> g r· o u p of a t Pa-·· 

- Pine Camp, that I might see them as a troop gree ting the Statue 

of Liberty on their return . They Harold 

Tribune, the next morning, in d83Cribing their return, mentions 

one Lt. Col. Briggs. r.-ni ;.,1 ~-Ja s a f av o r i t e t P :i. n e Camp . " 

So, um, I don't know what other questions you had for me. 

(Jr whe tlv.:. r I've r.:ov e red. I haven't referred to your --

TB Oh, that's fine. 

R.Z Um 

TB Actually, I was gonna ask you too, about, 

um, especially at, at Halloran seeing that you saw the, the men 

coming off the ships, um, maybe even the first time. How did ----

was that differe nt then being with some of the men that were at 

you r other hosp ital that had been there for a while. I mean, you 

were seeing them just after they were. -- Was that hard 

sometime~:::."? 

R.Z Urn , Ye s~. Because you saw them -- see at, at the Naval 

hospital you nE3Vet· saw the patient?, be:ing bt·ought in. That \-Jas 

never something that we experienced. You hnow, we were told 

about the ne w patients that were in, but we never actually saw 
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them arriving and getting their first impressions of being 

greeted by people from home. And so at Halloran, to be there, 

and to be 8 part of this first experience of theirs, of being 

home, ah, was entirely different. It, it was a very dramatic 

experience. Especially the first time. And, and ha3rtwarming in 

many ways bGcause they were so, so excited and so anxious. 

Although, some of them you know we did have double amputees . 

I think the amputees were the hardest to try to, to help. 

Because of the seriousness and the traumatic meaning for them, in 

terms of their life. 

And you often wondered, for instance, I was never aware of a 

strong rehabilitation program; such 35 there had been 3t St. 

Albans, in the Naval hospital. At St. AJbans, the paUents 1rJho 

were paraplegics, they were given the greatest opportunity in the 

world for being rehabilitated physically. They had a swimming 

Um, and they had an intensive physical rehab program. 

Oldsmobile cars. Chris Nsrgaurd was his name. And he would come 

out to the hospital L...ihen the n:ihabilitation office,- felt the 

patient was ready to be trained on driving of an automobile. And 

th Dy 1,•Jou l d ra.i.se the fund~- tc give a c8 r to thE:1 pe r·son , to the 

pat:ient L...ihen they Jeft the hm,pitaJ. In addition to the training 

that they had, they had a car. Wh- - which is wonderful . 

Um, money was no object in terms of the volunteer 

organizations. You really only had to ask. I remember on young 

fella, he'd .,.11...iays played the guitar- and he 1...i.:::1nted a guitar. And 

he s.=.i.i.d, "But I \,\)ant a Gibson guitar, Miss Farmer-." And I didn't 
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kno1'-J 1,Jh-1.t a G:i.bc'-017 guitar; but he grJt. hie.:, c:;-ib3oll 9·1itar. 

Chr·istmas time the pr-E33Gllts that would coma n11t for the::,(~ 

And at 

patients were unb8158vablo. Um, Boliva wAtches, um, anything 

that 1. hey had ,3pec t f :ica l l y a.sked for, they would g,-':l t. And, um, 

it wa s wonderful see th8 willingness of the citizens i n that 

area, in terms of helping these patients- Bur, ah. Jt was 

And now, to think, that hospital doesn't exist anymore. 

(unitelligable) 

TR St. Albans doesn't? 

RZ Yes. 

TB Ok. 

RZ Halloran, I understand, has become a VA. hosp ital . But, 

um, I hope there's never a need ag3in for t~e hos~itals of the 
I 

size they had at that tim8. 

R Z Uh , l was i. 11 the Red C r o s '.3 f o r· f o u r· ye ,=u· s . 

TB S ta ,· 1-i. n g '.i 11 ' 4 J. , r-i g h t? 

RZ Um ··rnun (no), Starting in '42 . 

TB Starting in '42. 

RZ Through '46. 

TB Ur,1, bad". to some of your pf.nsona l bad-:g 1·uu nd. 

your parent's names? 

RZ Oh, Joesph Peter F~rmer and Ther:isa Swift Moure. 

TB M ·· 0 - O ·- R -· E? 

RZ 

TB M·- 0-0··R-E? 



T G A n d , um , w l~ 11 you ' r e M rs . l c n t j , : o T a. s s urn 12. you ma r· r i e d . 

So, urn. 

rB t,,Jhr.re did you meet ynur spo1Jsc. 

Rl That was one of thP big rewards of being in the Red Cross I 

guess. And, um, being assigned the direct opposite of my 

rnquo~. t. Urn , I was eating in the dining room, but I was very 

And so I didn't want to sit with anybody else. 

r eAd in0 something in front of me, and ~11 of a sudden, my elbow 

went off the table. And I looked up, and this gentleman said, 

"Ma.y I join you for dinner·?" Well, he was so handsome I really 

couldn't refuse . (ldugh) And then when he introduced hims-e lf, he 

sa.i d, "My name is Rico 7enti My fri e nds call me Rick. You ma.y 

c c=~ ll me Rick." And so ,..,,,e w31·e married, ur·1. Aod actually, that 

wa2 the int2resting thing. V.J day was t~e day th~t we were 

Actually, VJ . day - - the announcement was made lite in 

the d~y on the fourteenth, and the fifteenth was the day that it 

(phone· r ings _> No, t.hdt. 1,B<:~ c! time of rati.onin~, 

And we had s~ved all our gas coupons fnr our 

And here 1.<Jete people th .~t n'igl, i., t.h ;owing their 

coupons ~wly out the windows. It was ·"" v1: r y joyo u<..:. day. And 

certai.nly t.he fifteenth was a very joyous day for ll S. Urn. one. of 

the p i j_e-::. 1·.s who was going t o p.3.rtjcipanr i ri the wedc!:ing , had come 

ovfH to the house e,-s.r ly in th1:: mor·ning end sc:,jd, "t,Jel l bct·<,U',t of 

the V.J. day ce lebration toda~, I'm not abl2 to come to your 

luncheon until later· in the d;'ly." 



,h2 ~•,hoJo W)r1d, not ju:.t the IJnitP.d st-ti=>-:,,. 

h ;•-to •·y for rr,y huf'.b::s1·,d =11,·J J 

Bl 1 t wenL d0wn ri 

meet Dr 

<:,chocl. 

Sp o c k a g :i. i n a t "'y , u rn , ::: o n ' s g r .-1. ju o1 t :i o n f r o rn rn o d :i r .'.'':\ 1 

He h.,ld been :invited to '.::peak by tho gr·~duat.i n0 c.la.::--::. 

Bu t the ad m i , , i. ~, t t a L i on o u J d n ei t .J. 11 o It\/ h 1 m o s pea J.. , .c1 h , b cc -~ ..J e 

he h "" d v :i e ~11 o n t. h E' V i c, t nan 1 ,-J a r 

agr·eer,,ent with administr·a.ti.on 

talked to him. 

34." (laugh) He rernc3mbarod it. 

TB Oh' lf\lQ\,J. 

Z\ n d so on _. t ha t. 1A1 e re n ' t ·j n 

But he, ah, r·ec: ,17 led L-Jhcrn I 

R? It was interesting. I had five children 

that you submitted. 

cm n £. e l j k e n, o s L g i r· 1 s , v~ e 1. l ·"~om e d d y I hoped t. o b 2 rn a r r i e c~ • 8 u t 

u,n ,, a11d ncH-J I havo e 1.even ~J t ,.\nd c In J. cfren. A11d so m:,, 

fe8ling3 about it. Um, having seen so many of our young 

injur·c.:d for· l. i Fe, to say not-l-1:ing ,i.t. Zlll about who diod _. n 

out wJ.r effor·t, um, to 3.--•,Y nothing of rnany, ,-Jho to tl1i.s day find 

it difficult to d0scribe their war experiences. I was Justs~ 
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n, 1 i. ffV e d t. ha t i t L'-i :;;s c,. 1 l o v Eff 1\/ :i t h ; t he r- f} ltJ o u J d be no mo r- e o F o u r 

young men injured , and that thf3Y could all corne home . And I 

still have a problem dealing with that _ When I -- well, the 

Smithsonian Inst itut8, for instance right now, is subject to 3 

v-Ja r JI a, nd hm\/ it seorn'':. to be ~.la nted tow a ;-d the Japanese . I 

feel in alrnost an apo]ogetic way. And I can't say that I feel 

that L,Jay. And I question very much the feelings that are 

apparently prevailing dt the Smithsonian Institute. 

TB Ah, L..iha t L..ia~,; your· n~acti on when you Fir~. t hea r-d about the 

concentration camp:':, that had been in Ger·rnany? 

RZ You know, that that was not something that I was really 

aware of during the war. Um, J guess -- J don't. know how college 

stud0nts are today, but having just gradu~ted from college, and 

being so i.nvo]ved with my m11n families situation, um., and going 

into the war situation right away, Twa s really not that aware. 

I'm sorry to say that. I certainly have become s1nc8. But i. t 

was more, I think, a matter of maturing and learning , um , fir st 

hand, for instance, Fro m people in thi.::', comrr:un ity, lfJhdt they 1,-Jent 

through. Which was inexcusable. You j ust wonder, how could it 

happen? And how cou1d othf-)r cci unt1~ie~', .:-\l l •l,•.J i.t tu happen. 

T 8 Urn .• We J l a r . tu a l l y , u rn , w h ..=, t. d ;i d you do , you kn o L•,J , a F t c r· t h c 

R -,. 
/_ 

TB 

Well you got married. 

At the end uf the L..iar. 
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RZ My 1nt8;·e-::- t. 

GnneraJ Hospital for some time. And, 1.1rn, b1Jt I rnust, say t.h.::it I 

h8ppy T could s30 the end of thAt kind o~ nerd 

books. And, um, a.nd rny husb,c1nd'~~ L·Jot~, in p 1.1rsuin,J his dor.tor.-:1.to. 

JlJSl:. com r,, letE:iJ.y focu~:ed on fc-mtly. A con,r, l c> J·, c. h a ngc of pace. 

The only thing of the past., that when Kathed.ne Cornell came to 

De t r o i t. , u I ri , r11 ad e cont a c t VJ i t h he t • I wasn't ab le to go and se~ 

her· pe;·forrn.-:i.nce. But I t.a l knd to her on the tf' l ephcrno. And so 

it was a 1,.iho]e different wz1y of Ufo. 

TB And what are your children's names? 

RZ Petet·. 

Rico and Chris. Um, two live here. Two live in Colorado. One 

is here ,3 t ho1ne right now. But getting 11,:.r1·ied ne:<t summer· 

T8 Uni, do you feel th .. :i.t the w.0u ye3.;·s c:1.J 11gc-:c' yo._1 lift=· in <:;c,me 

on(-0 di r·2ction before the L\lc.H lvJ.ppe ned, ---nd th~:-. cl1.1ngGd it? Or· 

di.d it <:~ort. of, k:ind o f l.oad you .i 11to L\lhc,t '/Cll.J LJ,0,nt.ed ar,yL-.J..:iy? 

R.Z v·.lc>l l, T tr.ink jt 12,.,d mr' irit.o a L,.1.::y of life, 1n ter1:-1"". of 

An•J yes, of cc,u r ::-.e. it ch.rngc,c' ni·,; 1 i. fE::. 

life t.ogt~th(?.r. 

.l t c.J1r1ed ~bout.. 

Anj it op(3ned up rhe doors fc1· :-:.1, f.~rnil.y tha1· I 

And l reaJ i:-:r.d t:1cd. d--n.,rn . 
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Une of Ure tt-in~J·:. t.!1at, t·h, l snfJ in one of these r::icture-:;. 

+hat the p~~iPnts had access tc a beach club. Jt v-F.c '" very 

for the u·- (;! of thn pat.i ent,,--:;. 

i rn~e1ve their rohab in a plrasnnt dtmnsphers. Many of them 

~till on crutches, as you seP in the picture. 

t. Oil'-;, 

Yeah. lr,)t\ i t.. Yeah it. is. 

My husband is 3 graduate of Northern Michigan University. 

q32 h8 comple~ed his doctorate ~t the lJniversj ty of ~ichigan. 

57, he taught At Wayne 3tato University for ninoteon years. 

:i n l 9 6 6 D r· Ha r d i n i n '/ j t. e d hi rn t:. o be c. u :n e t he a t h l e t i c 

·.t.or ,.,,1' t·lotthsi n. U•n, his p;·irnt"'/ re,3.son for· inviting him to 

l t' I·, 2 S t 21 f f , 

1 op the ,':! 1 ,:rn :, f o r the b t I i 1 di n g of t h ,3 Phy·=· i ca l rd l JC .J. t i on 

•ucL:cndl F,ic~lity -3.L Not ther·n. And, urn_. t.h~it. i-J-,s completed 

And, urn. 

Could you rc~-d ths quot.ea.gain:· Hhat. you hz~d"' 

8 J l , u m , ,3 t S t . :t.1 l ha 11 :::. t h 2 y had i--i h -3. t L-J e 

:J d thtJ Tn<iu·i -in9 Reporter· colur,1r1 in their· lit.tl2 ~-wekly nev•JS 

A n d L he q l ! fl -" t i on th. 3. t L-J as po '3 e d , " l;J ha. t pd t tj cu 1 a r· w a r 

.Jnd8d, tl1t·(:," Navy per ·::.onnel .:i.nd I. And rny comment was to thA 

. : t of "The cmJy war- 11e1rJs which cz\11 ~i\:2 me a. genuine thrill 
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