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KH: What is your full name? 

JF: Jack Exline Fields. 

KH: Where were you born? 

,JF: Cincinnati, Iowa. 

KH: What Year? 

JF: First month, the thirteenth day of '26. 

KH: Okay, where did you grow up? 

JF: Wheaton, Illinois. 

KH: What was it like growing up in Wheaton? 

JF: Well, we lived on a farm, and on 160 acres, and they grew 

<::orn, soybeans, oats, and wheat, and had a few cows, had a 

pasLure in the back 40, and lots of pheasants down there at 

that time and cotton tail rabbits, and I went to school in to 

school in a one room country school, called Bonapart School in 

Glennallen, the out skirts of Glennallen, and I walked a mile 

to school every day. Did you have to do that? 

KH: No, I didn't have to walk that far. 

JF: What else do you want to know? 

KH: What else ... Well tell me a little more about your schooling 

then, a little bit more. 

JF: Well ... Well. .. The school was one room and they would teach 

first to eighth grade in it, and one teacher and about 25 kids 

or thirty kids or somewhere along there. And I got out of 

there and went to Wneaton High School in Wheaton, Illinois. 

And then I quit there and joined the Navy. 

I\"H: Well, tell me a little about the ... Tell me a little bit, did 

you, you enlisted right? 



JF: Yes. 

K'H: Okay. 

JF: I enlisted in Chicago. 

K'H: Alright, well tell me a little bit about that about ... 

JF: Well, when you enlist in the service you just go in to the 

office and talk to a Navy personal, and they give you a bunch 

of papers to fill out, and your parents had to sign because 

you were under, you know under age so ... 

KH: So you weren't 18 when you were ... when you enlisted? 

'-1F: No, I was 17 when I went in, so my folks had to sign for me. 

If 1 ou was 18 then you could went in by yourself. And I went 

to Baraga, Idaho for boot camp training, and there you, you 

took your training. Basic training was marching and drilling 

and rifle range and all that good stuff you know. And they 

had a lake there that they take you out on. You had to oar 

around the lake and then you'd go on all these marches you 

know about ten miles or and some of them were 20 mile marches, 

and your feet got real sore because the shoes never fit very 

good. And then you had every morning you got up and you had 

to go out on the drill field and they'd drill you, march you 

around, and then you'd go to these programs you know telling 

you what you going t.o do int.he service you know, and then 

about they, give you all kind of shots and stuff in the arm 

you know. 

KH: How long were you in basic training? 

JF: Six weeks. I was in six weeks, went in October and I think I 

9ot out in November. 



KH: Then where did you go from Idaho? 

JF: Idaho ... I came home for a week, and then I was shipped to 

Treasure Island, California. 

KH: Wnat did you do there? 

JF: We went to gunnery school and we went to fire fighting school. 

All different kind of schools that they send you to. And then 

I was assigned to the General J. R. Brooks and we put her in 

.:ommission, she was a brand new ship, so we had to carry the 

supplies aboard ship. Work you about 18 hours a day and when 

you got done you were really tired, carrying all that stuff up 

the gangplank and aboard ship you know. 

~Ji: What, what rank or rate did you have during the Army? Er, I 

mean when you were in the Navy, excuse me. 

JF: Well ... 

KH: During the War. 

JF: Apprentice seaman at first, (subject leafs through some 

documents) yeah, right here, apprentice seaman, seaman second 

,:lass, seaman first class, and then I went to fireman first 

class. 

~'B: What are the difference in those ranks? 

JF: Well, these are all deck crew, the apprentice seaman, second 

,:lass seaman, and first class seaman, work on the top side, 

fireman you work down in the engine room. 

KH: What does the fireman do? 

JF: Well, they go all kinds of different duties you know, all 

depends on what you were assigned, what part of it you know, 

you fire up the blowers, you watch all the sump pumpa you 



know, and all the equipment under in the engine room. You 

read all the gauges and writing down what they show on a 

,:hart you know, a piece of paper, that's what a fireman does. 

A deck, a seaman first class you know, they're more, they 

,;lean the ship you know, and take care of it, all the 

equipmenL they, take care of you know all the ropes, and then 

they handle all the lines when you tie up you know. They 

nandle almost all the boats you know, that they use for going 

ashore in and stuff. Seaman. 

~11: Did you move through the ranks rather quickly, was ... how long 

were you a each one of these ranks, around? 

JF: Well, the first three I wenL through, but I was a fireman for 

about one year after the war was over. I was a seaman during 

the whole war, but as soon as the war was over, I figured it 

was safer down below. 

K11: What places were you stationed during the war? 

JF: Places? You mean ... 

KH: Yeah, where was like your headquarters? 

JF: vur home oorl? Well, our first home port was San Franoico. 

That was where we went out of, San Fransico, down to the 

South Pacific. Down to New Guinea and New Calidonian, and 

through tnere. And then we made two or three trips down 

there. I can't remember exactly, I can't remember exactly how 

many Lrips I made. 

KH: Well, that's alright. What did you do on these trips 

, . ' ' ? oas1ca11y. 

JF: What did they do mostly? 



KH: Yeah, what were you doing? 

JF: Well, whaL we'd do mosLly is we'd get up in the morning and 

waah the whole topside of the ship, sweep it and wa5h it you 

~now . And then we'd have to take care of, clean up all the 

livin9 quarters of all the troops you know, when they got off 

~he ship and stuff, we had to quick go through and clean up 

-=ill ••. that was a mess cause there was everything thrown 

arouna you know. So we had to clean all that up and then we 

had to, we had a lot of mail and stuff that we brought back 

and forth, and we had to go sort that and put that in the hole 

you know. There was always something to do, you never ran out 

•Jf work you know. If you did Lhey'd find something for you to 

do you know. And then you were on duty for four hours, and 

then you were off four, then on four, and off four, but if the 

four you we re on duty wa~ in daylight hours, then you would 

have co go on work detail too so actually put instead of 12 

hours a day you put in 16 hours a day, and a lot of days you 

puL in 18 hours, and get four hours sleep for the night. I 

don't think that was right you know. What was? 

iH: WhaL were Lhe missions of the ships, were they cransporcing 

troops, or ... 

JF: I was croop transporc. It takes the troops over you know, to 

different areas. And then they would bring back other 

personal you know, thaL were coming back to the States you 

know. But that was in the South Pacific, but over in the 

Non::.h Atlantic we brought back German prisoners on the way 

back. 



KH: So after the South Pacific, then you went to the North 

Ai:.lantic? 

JF: We went down through the Panama Canal and then we came up to 

New York Cic.y, and we picked up troops, and I think the firsc. 

troops we took was over to North Africa. And I think the 

secona trip we made across there we wenc. to Glasgow, Scotland, 

and then we'd, I think the next trip we went into Portland or 

?1ymouth, England and dropped off troops. That was before 

the invaaion and then after the invaaion we picked up German 

prisoners and brought them back. 

KH: Was that the D-day invasion? 

JF: Yeah, and boy were c.hey happy c.o be done wic.h c.he war, and 

:-oming to America. But sometimes you wondered if they 

~houghc. c.hey were going c.o gee. treated like they c.reated ours 

you know, but we treated them pretty good, I'm pretty sure. 

KH: Where vou wounded or iniured during the war? If so could you 

t~ll me a little about it? 

,TF : I don't know what you'd call wounded or injured? No. 

KH: You didn't 9et any type of injury during the war at all? 

JF: Wel], not real bad ones. 

KH: Not even any minor injuries? 

JF: Well, jusc. a, I Had trouble with my feet you know. 

:<:H: Well, tell me a little about that. 

JF: Well, I don't know how c.o actually explain it you know. I was 

in the hospital there, I can't even remember. I think it was 

in Charleston you know. For a little while you know. And 

tr1ey straightened them out. 



i-'.H: What wa B wrong with your feet? 

,TF: Well, I don't know exaccly , they were kind of bruised you 

know. 

KH: How did they get bruised? 

JF: ~ell that's another story, we're on another ship now; this was 

on chat training ship , the De Long, let's go back to the 

General J. R. Brooks. 

KH: Okay, cell me about the General J. R. Brooks. 

JF: In North Africa there we pulled in to Oran, North Africa and 

~here was scill auice a bit of damage che you could see you 

know, of ships and stuff that had been sunk you know, and I 

cion't know ... I can 't even remember where we went from there. 

I know after D-day, after D-day we went. I can't remember 

wnere we wenc from chere . I think we went back to New York 

~nd picked up more troops then we came back, we pulled into 

Le Havre one time, chen we pulled inco Cherbourg, France you 

know, most was in France, Cherbourg and Le Havre was in 

France . And picked up Germans pri soners and brought them 

~1-i: So , did you parcicipate in any famous evencs in the war, for 

~xample Pearl Harbor or D- day? 

17F: Well D-day over there is pretty rough you know, but what could 

you see from the ship wasn't much, because you, the ship was 

t.hree mi l es out and then the Higgins boats wou l d bring t r oops 

sshore you know. You could hear the bullets going over you 

Know. They's make a howling sound you know, the big shells 

;Nhen they came over they go wow wow wow wow you know. And I 



don't know, I know one thing, it gives you nightmares just 

thinking about it. You wake up ac night and you think you're 

back there you know, and its best not to even think about it 

you Know. Even today I get nightmares abouc it and that was 

50 years ago. So I don't know how that can effect you for so 

:;_ ong a time eh. 

KH: So you were talking about the Higgins boats that take the 

-:::.roans over, did you have, what were you doing during D-ciay, 

what were your duties mainly. 

,jF: Wel 1, we just took troops in and turned around and came back 

and got more troops, but I only made one trip. 

KH: Why did you only make one trip? 

iTF : The boat went down, it was here one minute and gone the next 

minuT::.e. 

KH: Tell me a little about that. 

JF: Well, there ain't much to say, its just. wow and that's it you 

know. When you in the water and the waves are going up and 

ciown like this. The waves are six feet. you know. You had 

instructions : pick nobody up on the way in. On the way back 

you could you know. But you couldn't pick anybody up on the 

way in. I got picked up on the way out. Another guy aboard 

shi p picked me up, so I was pretty lucky. 

'KH: What happened to al 1 the troops you were carrying? 

JF: I don't know. I never seen chem again. I never seen anyT::.hing 

':l9ain. .A. lot of, a lot of boats were going back and forth 

though you know. Just in tat you could see lacs oft.hem you 

~now. But you're lucky you got picked up, a lot of them 



didn't. But you could Bee Bhore you know, and I knew I 

wasn't wanting to go there. 

KH: 'v'Jhat did you miss most about home while you were in the ... 

wnile you were away from home? 

JF: 'iivhat did I miss most about home? 

KH: Yeah. 

JF: Oh, you could sleep all you wanted. In the Navy, you got so 

you slepL sitLing up any, any position any Lime you had five 

~inutes you went to sleep because they worked you so many 

hours you know. 

:r,~: How long were you in the service? 

,TF: I was in Lhe service from where is, is it? The eighth month, 

the twenty-eighth day of '43 to where's the other? It's here 

somep1ace. Yeah, fourth month, first day of '46. It was two 

years, seven months, and four days. Right down to the day. 

~1{: How many ships did you serve on during Lhe war? 

JF: Two. 

~1{: What were Lheir names? 

JF: The General J. R. Brooks and the U.S.S. De Long. DE 684. 

i<-.n: WAll, can you tell me a little about your service on each ship 

little maybe, a little bit more? Do you have any stories 

maybe about either ship? 

JF: Well the General J. R. Brooks, I know of two guys that 

committed suicide aboard ship you know. Would that. be 

interesting? 

i(H: Oh, that would by very int.erest.ing, tell me a little bit. about 

that. 



JF: Well, we had a cook you know, we were on our way to the Sou th 

?acific , and he didn ' c like it very well , a nd he jumped over 

board and drowned . Then we had another one that committed 

3Uicicie by drinking cor pedo juice. Thac's alcohol that's 

~ade to run torpedoes you know, and he was drinking it in his 

~affee you know. He muse have been an alcoholic or someching 

you know. And it killed him. 

~J-I: That ' s inceresting. Did anything else happen aboard the 

General Brooks? 

C"F: The General Brooks ... Well, when we'd go on che North Aclancic 

•1,::1ed to get really rough you know and we used, to be in 

convoys of maybe 50 snips or mo.r:e you know; and we were 

3oing over, and it got real rough , and the ship's screw would 

,:orne ouc of che water when ic would go down che wave, and 

then it would come back in, and it would go up, and a wave the 

oacK end of che ship would come ouc of che wacer, and the 

3crew would turn in the air you know, and the tankers and 

3cuff, chey had p- 51 ' s, muscangs on cheir decks and the waves 

~ere so rough that the waves took them right off, one day they 

·r1Pre ch ere, and the nexc day chey were al 1 gone, there wasn't. 

no planes left on top of the tankers. And everybody was 

seasick you know, a:l chem soldiers were all seasick you know. 

1{H: Do you have any interesting stories about the U,S.S. De Long? 

--: n.s.s. DP Lona was a craining vessei for officers . They crain 

them on the De Long for other 9hips you know. And then 

~hey'd do ouc and train you know. Go ouc and fire guns you 

~now, and fire torpedoes and depth chargea a nd all thia for 



training you know. And then after they had the training, they 

were r.ransport:.ed to other ships. But the De Long we went 

into dry dock and we got I don't know how they put it, 

reservice, and we were on our way r.o the Sout:.h Pacific when 

the war was over, and we turned around and came back. We 

we.re going r.o go down, and go through t:.he Panama Canal, and go 

around to Japan you know for the invasion of Japan, but by 

rhat:. time we heard the war was over. They turned around and 

,.::ame back, then we took and put it in mothball.!! fleet down in 

uacksonville, Florida. In the St. James River. But:. that was 

~usl a training vessel, a goofed up training vessel. Nobody 

knew what:. they were doing you know. 

KH: No one ever knew what they were doing, were there some 

numorous screwups that happened with that ship? 

JF: Oh, yeah, lots of them. 

KH: Well, tell me a little bit about some of r.hem. 

JF: Well, we was out airplanes you know, carry a chute in the back 

of chem vou know, and chey shoot a sleeve that:. they drag in 

the back of it. Wel 1 they shot and got too close to the 

airplane, so t:.he airplane left and didn't come back. 

KH: So what did you do aboard the De Long? 

JP: I was a fireman down in the engine room. You made out reports 

you know, on all the gauges down there. 

i(I-l: Where were you when you heard the war was over? What was your 

reaction? You said you were aboard the De Long. 

JF: Well every one was happy down there. Yeah, we r.urned around 

and came rioht back. We pulled into ... where did we pull in 



':tt? I don't even remember where we pulled in at. Fifty years 

ago you know. i know, I chink we pulled in into Miami and 

then went to ... no, oh dear, hum, I can't remember where we 

were. 

KH: What did you do aboard ahip in you apare time? What kind of 

hobbies did you have aboard ship? 

JF: Well, mostly you know they would rewind all their own motors 

you Know. If a motor burned or something they'd take it down 

and rewind it, and I got pretty interested in that stuff, 

wacching them , and you know, and I a lso ~iked working che sail 

·-tihere they made sails you know, where they made different 

~hings you know, you could make sea bags and all kinds of good 

3tuff in there. That's about all. 

KH: Did you inceracc with any foreign soldiers, like Allies or 

German soldiers really? 

0F : Just the Germans that we brought, brought back locs of them, 

we brought back 3,000 of them at a time. 

~li: So, whac did you think of the Germans? 

JF: They were pretty nice guys after they were aboard ship. There 

were 300 crew, and 3 ,000 of them, they could have cook over 

the ship any time they wanted to, but they didn't even want 

KH: So you didn't come into contact with anybody anything else? 

,Il: Well, down in the South Pacific there when they was unloading 

the ship, they had them New Guineans natives come aboard and 

carry off a lot of gear off the ship and stuff, but you 

,Jouldn 't understand them you know. They never wore shoes, 



~heir soles on their feet was about like that from walking on 

~hat hor stuff you know. You couldn't even walk with shoes on 

that deck and they'd walk around there bare footed. Like a 

hot foor. 

KH: So did you get any kind of leave or anything in Europe? Did 

you geL to look around Europe at all? 

JF: We got leave in Marseille, France Three hours, I guess it was. 

What can you do in three hours hey? 

KH: Yeah. 'iivhat did you do in three hours? 

.:ff: Went and bouaht a few souvenirs and SLuff. 

KH: What did you buy? 

JF: Some posL cards and stuff. They didn't have much to sell. In 

Oran, Africa I bought oh, a pocket book and a bracelet, 

differenL jewelry that they made our of shell casings . 

'rt.I !\n: . ~.bout how much money did the average sailor make, like in an 

hourly wage or for a year or what ever? 

JF: Oh, I imagine for for a month the average soldier, sailor made 

probably anywhere from 80 to 100 dollars. And that ain't very 

much. 

KH: About how much money did you make during Lhe war, just a round 

fi9ure you know, not anything ~pecific? 

JF: Twentv-five hundred dollars, 2,000, 500 dollars, I figured 

with everything. 

KH: EveryLhing? What there were different ... you had the monthly 

3alary and then what else? 

JF: We:l, when you, when you got our of the service I got $300 

mustering out pay. So, I never even made a $1,000 a year you 



know for ... I figured it out one time, I think it was about 

t hree cents an hour for being on duty 24 hours a day. 

KH: That wa.:1n't very much. What did you do after the war? 

JF : Went to work on a pipeline, putting in gas pipes into houses 

and running mains, and running heavy equipment, bulldozers, 

ditch machines, and stuff like that. 

KH: Where did you ... was that back in Wheaton? 

,7F: Back in Wheaton, yeah, for Midwest Construction Company and 

we 'd travel all over different towns, and put in ga.:1 mains 

into houses, new settlements and stuff. We'd work seven days 

a week and work 12 hours a day for, I think I was getting a 

dollar fortv-five an hour at that time. I thought that was 

big money after the war. 

~1-i : Did vou get married? 

JF : Yeah, I got married. 

Il-i: What is your wife's name? 

JF: Virginia Fields. Her maiden name? 

I<Cri: Yeah. 

JF: Oh , Virginia May Papps. 

KH: How did you meet your wife? 

JF: Well, I came up here deer hunting. 

Krl: You came up to Ewen, Michigan deer hunting? 

JF: Paulding. 

i•\.1-i: Oh , up to Paulding. 

JF: Paulding. And she was staying at the farm that I was staying 

at when I was deer hunting. And we hit it of pretty good, so 

I came back the next spring, and picked her up and we went and 



9ot married. 

~li: Well, tell me a little bit about that what did you do after 

you 9ot married? 

iTF: Kept working on the pipeline. In them days when you got 

married you had to have a job and a place to live, I don't 

~now what they do now days. 

KH: Move back in with their parents, now days. 

JF: Yeah, yeah. 

KH: Alright, did you have any children? 

JF: Three. 

KH: Tell me a little bit about your kids. What are their names? 

JF: Randy, Dianne, and Jacki. 

KH: Tell me a little bit about your kids. 

,7F: Well, I don't know what can I say about them, they're all good 

kids. I ain't much for story telling I tell you. 

KH: I know, but just tell me a little bit about your kids you 

know, what did they grow up to do? 

JF: Randy's an engineer on the railroad, Dianne is a Leacher, and 

Jacki she's a housewife. 

~li: So what were your hobbies, what did you do for fun after you 

got out of the service? 

JF: Well, I hunt and I fish. And most of the time I do both. I 

was out hunting today. I seen quite a few deer, but I didn't 

shoot any. Just waiting to see if I can get a good one and I 

walked around. I don't know why it's so hard to make stories. 

i(H : Well, it's okay. 

JF: And now days they feed the deer you know, to get them to come 



in and then you sit there and shoot them, where I like to go 

ouc and walk a lot and chase them up and see a lot of tails, 

but you don't see too many standing deer that way and ... 

~n: So, deer hunting's changed a lot since ... 

JF: It's changed a lot since I first you know, started hunting and 

when it's no snow it's a lot harder to hunt, then when there's 

3now on the ground, because you can't see them as good on the 

~he bare ground as you can with the white background or white 

1ou know. And there's a lot of deer through this area you 

~now, chere's you can go out and see 30 deer a day if you walk 

around you know. Which is quite a few, but how many of them 

are bucks, I don't ~now, but you don't get that good a look at 

them when they're running through the wooda e~pecially when 

j_ c 's brushy, but oh, the most interesting thing in the woods 

is the other creatures in the woods you know. The red 

squirrels, the fishers, and the rabbits and stuff, and the 

partridge. Once in a while you see a partridge, they're 

a:most an endangered species, the partridge in che woods any 

more, and the rabbit is an endangered species. I think I've 

travelled probably 25, 30 miles in the woods hunting season, 

3nd I haven't seen a rabbit yet. But you see a lot of fisher 

3ign around, lots of fisher, and they kill everything, they 

~at anything in the woods they'll eat. They'll even tackle a 

skunk and eat it. Porcupines, red squirrels, rabbits, 

partridge, anything in the woods they can get their hands on 

~hey'll eat. And there is too many of them. I'd like to see 

them put a bounty on them and get them out of the woods, so 



there's some other animals in the woods and I don't know what 

e:'t.se you want. 

KH: So, you've done a lot of hunting then? 

~F: I've done a lot of hunting in my time all over, I think almost 

there isn't a square mile in this part of the country I 

haven't been over at one time or another. I used to travel on 

snowshoes 20 miles a day just looking over the country. I 

can ' t do that no more. I'm getting to old for that. 

KH: So, what do you, so what do you hunt then, you hunt a lot of 

different animals or just deer? 

JF : Well , you hunt just about anything that's in the woods, but 

the deer are the most plentiful. I haven't shot a partridge 

this year. I seen oh, maybe 25 or so, but haven't shot any. 

aecause I figure they need them for seed, and I haven't seen 

any rabbits in the woods. 

;{H : Do you, do you hunt bear? 

JF : No, I don't hunt bear. I used to, but there's lots of them 

they do nothing but damage . 

KH : So how did you come to be in the Upper Peninsula? Where were 

you, came up from Wheaton or? 

,JF : Yeah, I came up from Wheaton, and went to work in the saw 

mills . Worked in the woods a little bit, and then when Wnite 

Pine started up I went to work at White Pine, worked there. 

XH: At the copper mine? 

JF: At the copper mine, yeah, and then the copper mine went on 

2crike and '57 or so, and we took off for Portland, Oregon. 

And ended up in Vancouver, Washington, and I worked in a paper 



uF: 

mill out there for three years, and then we came back to Ewen 

.s.nd I went to work for the school as a bus driver and an auto 

mechanic, and I done that for about ten years, and then I quit 

that, and the what did I do then, not much. 

Hunting. 

A lot of hunting and a lot of fishing, and I done some auto 

mechanicing on my own, and then I went back to work for the 

3chool driving bus, and I did that for about ten years until 

I retired. What else do you want to know? 

;J-i: Well, you mencioned your work in the saw mill. Tell me a 

little about that. What did you do in the saw mill. 

uF: Well, in the a saw mill you're almost a jack of all trades you 

know, they ship you around you know, from the mill pond to the 

•]Teen chain you know, to the trimmer, and you ride the 

Garriage, all that good stuff. 

~ri: Well what are some of those things, like the green chain and 

the carriage? Kind of explain what those are. 

JF: The green chain is where the green lumber comes off from the 

saw, and you handle it and pile it. And the edger edges the 

board, takes the bark and stuff off it, and cues it to a 

,:::.ertain length. Edger and trimmer, and I don't know what 

else. 

KI-l: Alright, then you said you worked in a paper mill, when you 

were ouc in Vancouver. 

JF: Yeah. 

i"H: What did you do ac the paper mill? 

JF: We worked where they chip, where they put the logs through the 



chipper, and then they blow them into silos, then they take 

~he chios from the silos that goes into the digesLers. That 

goes into the digesters. That digests it, and makes paper out 

of it. Then it goes from the digesters into the paper 

machines that makes the paper. 

Krl: Wr1at did you do at the Wnite Pine Copper Mine? What was 

your ... 

JF: I was a laborer at first then I went to CAT operating, then I 

went from CAT operating to driller/blaster. 

KH: What does the CAT operator do? 

JF: Well, he cleans the headings for the powder monkeys to powder 

and drill the headings so thaL the drillers could get in there 

and redrill it. 

KH: What's a heading? 

JF: A headina is the end of the tunnel you're drilling to blast. 

i\H: O~ay, then you said, what did you say you were aft.er you were 

s header, after what did you say you did after that? What was 

your next occupation? 

JF: Driller/blaster. 

~1i: Yeah. WhaL does a driller/blast.er do? 

JF: Well, he goes in and drills a hole and powders it, and then 

olasLs it. To get the ore out. 

KH: How long did you do that? 

uF: I worked there about three years. 

KH: .~.lri•;!ht, you said you got into a little, you got into auto 

mechanics on Lhe side. How did you get into that? 

JF: Well, I used to buy old junker cars, and I had to rebuild the 



motors, and stuff in them to get them going and stuff, and 

after awhile you get so you know pretty much about mechanic 

~ork, so the school needed a mechanic for their school buses 

30 I asked for a job and I got it. And I done that for ten 

years, at the school, and you overhaul engines, rear ends 

•::hange i::.ires, work on the bodies, and do anything that went 

wrong. You fixed the lights or you know, the motor if it 

blow. A motor you took the motor out, and put another motor 

in or rebuild the motor, and put it back in, and it was quite 

a job, because it had to be on the road, and somei::.imes you 

worked day and ni9ht in order to get them on the road for the 

nexi::. day, because thev didn't have that many spares, and I 

think the hardest part about mechanic work is getting the 

pari::.s you need you know, quick you know. Somei::.imes you have 

to travel, like in Ewen here there's, you have to travel to 

~ronwood or Escanaba or somewhere big in order to the oarts 
1 t t th t d d di'd that af_t~_r you J<:now, o ge e par s you nee , an yo,u 

you got done work you know. Run after parts you know. And 

the onlv thing you got paid for was you mileage, you didn't 

crei::. paid for your time you know, because you were on salary 

you know. You put in a lot of miles that you oh, going after 

oari::.s ana stuff, and I think the mechanic work, I don't know 

how to put it. It takes a lot of time to do it right you 

inow, you can throw something together, but if you don't take 

your time, and do it right you know, you're back doing it 

again, so everyi::.hing you do you have to do a perfect iob on 

it, ao it don't fall apart and I don't ... 



KH: So do you still do, do you still do mechanic work today? 

; ?: For my own and my relacives, out not anybody else. 

KH: So you've done ... have you done mechanic work on any newer 

,.::ars? 

JF : Some of these newer cars you can 't work on. You can do some 

work on them, but you can't do any work on a lot of these cars 

~ithout a computer, you have to plug it into a computer in 

order to fix it. 

KH: So, aut.o mechanics has changed a lot from when you started. 

uF: Auto mechanics ... the backyard mechanic is done. You have to 

take it to a garage. 

KH: Yeah, I suppose you can't just read the shop manuals any more 

vou have to ... 

C"F: No, you have to have a $40,000 computer in order to plug it 

in, 30 you know what's wrong with it, and sometimes that don't 

work. 


	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_001
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_002
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_003
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_004
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_005
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_006
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_007
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_008
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_009
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_010
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_011
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_012
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_013
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_014
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_015
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_016
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_017
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_018
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_019
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_020
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_021
	3302-01_Transcripts_Fields_Jack_022

