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The sole ~0•1rce r, i111 .,rn1 .. i.( 1 1 t 1e f low J L 

1Berr.arct M rgan, Interview by :n:.+-r. r, rr, pe P"' c rd "'g, 

Marquet-te, Michig n, 20 Oc:t ::'>ber qq4. 



n Dec-errter 7, "!.941, tl1e h ... r 

cnangea i.rrevocab1.y wnen l11e J..nmetidj_ Japane e favy d a K0 d I. 

T ,e Su.rpr L..) -

near y a~l Am0ricnn~. 

01. that ictlllous dle Benard .Morqan was .::l ty ,, ---al i ttoen 

fE..dL :>l. 1 higL ..,-..,1-, 01 .:.a wr. 1 ... ~a ~.:.....:,.tiriq, hu 1tir.q, and 

r: s .. 1 r rd 

Bernard and nis friends, 'rne war seemed a ~ar away evert, ana 0ne 

t .8y did ~0t L~ve 

Ber..3rd a .J hi.J i: ri 

J., d... e ..., ... n ... ctt the 11 mer.l. 

l tr. 1 t - nti u ; • · rg 

r..ven-rua1._l y, riend. a a rPj_at·ves ccqan t s. o ou t a Pr:ent 

.J er,t ... 

V ' B ,,. r 'r 

generation tha~ w0ula end p tiqhting ~ne war, and he eqan to 

hlak prepdrdti0ns t gv. 

Bern rd .ad 3 kcer. ~nt rest in ir~r,ft he ~d ::; w y 

worke on t be dSSAnt >, y ine, putting to e her B-24 I d ~rat r 



aro·.1rd tr:Pc,e '9-24s. Whi 1 P a+- Wi lnw Rur Bi:>rnard mr.>t m ny 

::i0uthPrners wn h d come nor hf r w0rK. 0ne fond memory was or 

£ell .v fr m :.L 

r:F th 

this qentlerran h3d '1ev0r been ou"'" o+- th0 "wo0dc::," nrd the ~iaht 

01 tt.LS q.1.dllt ai1.p~cille was H (.) lt ri 1 ne 

..J.. f+-_ w..:. .... L k r. f 

r 

ana 0veryori0 ""' S0 +- • g 1 1r 

Berna1d 8ven ldl 1 y 

f < r 

d 

d ; t ,/ 

• i 

t·rr~ f 

volunteered .. ')r 

r n rn 

r h'm +--o ao +- c. 

t 1e J.::i. Army Ail or >S 

I 

D f r : • i. r .·l :n .:l: r tdf t n. his >ire t Le d £.: ..J..vt. 

An'">thPr f r tte Air ' rp- ac, 4- • a Berr rd "). i 

")rr,e fr 4 er.d lr0 dy ;n the service :"lnd th0y a 1 r::,. t- t-1-it=> A' r 

Corps wa::. I I? way t Q<). tte 'id no+ Wdnt my par-:: o._ th8 '-l'lVY or 

... tu .r g ... ldr Ar .y nd fl f. m .... y r • i V a h .1 0~ .:.J .::l L 

b s f .... t. - rvi p 1 r 

n n 0nt-Ly p ? • 1 r.>ci +-h0 ""("l .. - d r ; rC"'rE"' rri w 

hus aen.Led E'I rv. JiOW!?VE=>r lD r< X m tp ' () w f i<~ tt !P 

Air q.1.:., t..1.r:1.c aLut 1.u d 1u rd t d i1.:.rr. .:i.uywi::l.y. 

ft rt i.n.;J dr t d, v +-

r t ry P ts :l. X f d'd 



'- .. 
er. Jh l i 

:'.l.Urr.er • C, +-(' t h€' r .... 

Barra~Ks, M sour~, for n1~ic ~airi1q. 

8<1Si< tr i ni rq nsist a r n:..im r us dri ~..J, ex r ·isi:::S, -:1 d 

vcrall f c.rr . ..:.. l · dr.1 ty .:.tr. ~Pu~Y n::i 1.pment. One 

highligh+- r-f p.i:,:, ... n rd ' s ba. ' t-r r:ir:3 w ) n P,h' i +- i r'\ ..., t ( by 

+-ne two heavyw igll'1- toxer I TOA ·1 V K nn. 1 p 

h: . .mt.:..nq Bernar hd aune d~ l K.:_J 1 ..L th_ i .1. .i ~J..~ 

.... h . r r rf 

wl-i 1-i . 1 C, .... t-

1119 rucror. A t PI t E-' '""~ -i.d l<E-' 1 J:, 11 ....,r W "-' 

c...naly ... '-JV~ -.L T1"' vV1 ctCl{ ,.! irJ • ha . , r-..1 

1- w j l . f' r 
.;J 

• Pffii rq ry +-0 t-1-ir> \ (' d., .. r r 

Bernara hc.w muny .... >no n'error i es of his t .LIDE' n W1 l l 1 amE'po r~, 

P nr • .:1ylvaniu . At the . t.minary , n ...... an his roup o .... te~low c':ldets 

" H 1 l ' Ar g • , " .. nd, C ... jir g Ber r t , 

de ervAdly w -1=ri ri', tri=-

civiii~ns were t w r It was ~ne or~verb 1 a 

" nom1;.;-aw.J.y-trorr.-horr.e" ir. Wi ..... llcir.1~ < rt , et.i mar 

11 d h V i r r: .l 



tc.,wn of :;:ndi n ~dp w .., n. 1 " · .. rr,r _._ .. -..j- ... f" ... u ,._ r ..:., .a..... r.;, 

rm + r i.r ' ay t i;_: r l- • tr 

·em· r rv, r.l f j<"t- T •• 1 rl +- ct +-

l ena t ne i r s u p ....... c 1 a P · A t , r 1 n , 1 ma P a . 

w.:.L ... iarr,sport, Bernard rE-.c_..:.v.:: J,..d r,:) t qunr, rv- ..JC1,v0.1.. i. 

L redc, ':'ex s. 

Gunnery ~~ho l W3S 1 V ry inr ( rt-:1r. pnr+: .. the Ar y A:...r 

orps +-rain~ng rpg im~ r • 'I 1-i - ("'j, rl di l C i t""'I(.) H"' l=or ai 

survi<..:c a aur. operate re-, al rd Am ric :u1 l m rs. 8{ ctU, t .e 

c:_0- ~.:ilibc ... r. c1d ine q Jr: or. t 1 i ... -...Ld ... t W€.. e . ir .. y L 

dPfPn~ tr ir . .... 'J i-a ~·~n V r r1 ' ly nr.l ':i +- n 
' 

revLsion. 9Ec>"'llct L 'l Wl l 1 I~ u 91 .111 P C' I t ... i weE=>k , • 

r• .d ... .;;, , u.::;i .,.r i 1 .J. r. n ~r 

w '1.:." ' ., 

c,rhoc:1, p ,.. -=1rd ., • '1, "'I r! +- tn1, rg b/ 

sh otinq ~k t ana trao witn :.l ::s .vt q t...n. !:1 nu11 LI q eY )0 ienc• 9 

as a id c 1tinue 

t nd !.ng d t 

Eron the skee~ range, per. nre w ld araauate o ne a1rcrarl 

4 



for in-f .Light qunnery trz.iriir,g . ~c -..oml. t thL, , i • ..l::lt Lon , 

gunnery iristr1:+ors .t1ilt a cir~ular r i-r~ad rra · ard mouL~ed 

an old umrn1ni+icn carriPr (tour-whc~l drive truck) on~ p of ·~. 

This would then trave- aro:.iud thA track d J.pproximately 30 r 

miles per hour . On b ard this u., ..::k w LJ ,rn 

uLil' y 

borrt 0 r) t r th r vi 

::..rr 1 

L rctit JUn11er • 

.:. r • ..:..11y fl ..:.. n .... .1 ~-. ;1 

r 

tual 50-ca.J....,_ber 

t- I- air uf 

1nv l"Pl t 

+ r) • 

1~rcd r0ns ant ora t'rc 

and refiniug of- e.;lm: ue. A1.otne1 t e Ii n 1ue BE->rlla.ru expAr 1enceu 

...i.":.vW In V. r,g 

t3rget ~ppr xim +e y ne hc19~rd yard~ h di ·t '"CP. 

was to help a. · 1.cJtorn the gur.ner hey w0·1ld 

be fir.::..nq at whi_e 1n ":ne air . O.ie r tlie in st iinporr-ai.t n.spect ., 

.Jf g1· t..nd L.air.ing w .... s the _.. ·tua.. t-> .... d L r1 • r. gur. . 

qt.:.:n or jam +-hp R111.rr1• 1 n;+·')1"' +- W l 

>ves at 

_,imula te t 1e COJ..d tb y vt..lu i i l. • • flc1.l. 

· d -wn -:i.r. i r y r al 

bl•nd~old@d. B~rnRrd said th2+- reMiurr wa p 1 Pd er r. 

!) 

est 

ile 



qmn ! 
,_ .J , dg f tJ-._ -J,, ..., • f. l 

• J.. • 

r n f 

Bernard thorouqh1..y en Joye~ he f_y_nq pr 0£ qJnnory 

training. He sa.:..d thd': <::he pr1.mary arqet plci.1E.' wa..J u B-Lo whi h 

would tow c:i ":.::irgct :it. ut S'JC f et eh.:.nd .:.tse.:.f. 'Pr. tr~.:..ni:-q 

aircraft, u ~a'ly a B-_4 0r B-17, wnuld f 1y alo~g side and the 

gunnery students wouia shoot at the tarqet. Bernard say~ .rat 

ofter. svmeune would get vver .. y x .i. t ed dnd hi the l w uir rdft 

r: 

t A r .:;it r.l 

s'"'o y ctbout one 1 '-' 1( w WW) w • so t er • ea of f lyi':"lg t";::i_t ri'·' 

rece1.ve much va_udble lrct1..ning on the aircraft. Overa1..l, the 

l::d.iiv g1.mnery ,oi..;r...,e Wd.:;, six w~ eks long and dfter tl ..:..., t ... me most 

re.::: t 

how=-ver, was t rt1nE'f e::>rreci t 0 <lv n '8d g nnA'"Y C"d 

Here he wou 1-:i hone h 1 ~· gur nery sK11-.1. na eventua11..y be lectea 

Wh' d g·1 B 

tzdininq in ir-~o- r ~irir 90 0xpo E'<i 9. p 7 ty .. 
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of lrair.ir.g lhe A:.r C--- rp.J hih.i V .J. 
,, . 
.l..1 J..a.J 

gun- ·ami:>r Fo<"'t g tL b nq r . ,-,t- l ,... 

very rPalistic t aiuLnq fvr ~mo t e fry q rnr. ry ( !"l t:' , ~l d 

was used exter....>i.vely for <J.ir_r...1ft i _.,l.L .. l. '1 _._ • ... .t~n.:.1ig . 

c+ Uc l y E-> r 

app,..oa'"'hing the~ r pnsi ti')n, and the srudentc:; ron:d b"" inc;tr 1r '"'d 

on how they 3h0uld and would re r . 

Ano _her 1-' tr:+- ctav 11 0d JLd r, y ._, .i .. wc1.., le L ninq .1vw to 

r , 

stu-:i811+-~ 11.Bd bi:>I"> •p e t Ad in ·tr' t0rs n t 1-:f"'y np an +-

receive various tonns or trcnn1.nq . }p newe·t nd most exc1ti"'q 

lra: lr.i.,,J .L ,., ' .. , .. , &.i. ... w \..tJ..,1,, '-'l~ UC B- ... 

S 1 1p rf r+ r h' 

th~ !"l a~r<'ra t, t- t-- d r t tr- r P. ;w w . rl 1-- t- r ,....h n {"\ . 
Bernct1 dlld a few classn,c te~ WAre rans.: r.r.:e,1 V s, 

he Wc:L:, a L.f.!:= .., ... Le of 

thi~ n w boml:::e.,,.: " I ' d +" w:1 ·n +-h_ B-1., nd B-24 ct t t..gr.t r y 

other two . " 

Bernard .:,di tuclt tr d .. ri.:... g 0n he !1€w oi .. -..::.ra .... u~ .r Uvf. 

i r. ar:l.v ri 

in 11ris0P. 11 +- P ·h gun 



the g n.::,ight. 

gunner looked in+-o 

1 rte- h 

I-• N 
\..U . ..L.i..&.':;1 'nt,..1.o.J 

. ght n +-\.- t to 

':'he i ea was 0 mdn u E•.r t.e ~~.r · Le o e1 Gompass ne 

autnmatica'ly l +- d " q,+-; " i . • t 

f -!-]:-- • " Wt" 

accon1p.isnea by d gllnner :s ttinq dDout ~v feet D I in tni 

turret . 

.. t w whi, 

stationea in Pueblo thdt Victory in E~rope Day arrivea . Bernard 

recctll.J tha v ry ne was t~ppy , but ~ot verly exci ed n~cduse 

t:t - ~d / T p r t : · r. · h d. 3 r .rd hel ed _r _;_ r st f 

way +- (" Tqr-9.r, ,.M.0n h.- .... "'r-> 

gent-1E=>.men thd flE=>w tr1e rno1 , r) l her f t <=>i l l ni ss ( '1 () 

V E Ddy ever r -..,r. r ew .:.t ~d.:;, 

+- r p t . 
mn.ry ,iVPS g i +- w ::i +- rl 

ev12ryone . 

The dropping f the at 4 bomr .-1 Hirv.shirr, Wd~ , 

" 

rnb V d tt s:i.r d f rr r • +- x rd...., , T .... t- • +-



After h~ end L r w , B8r 

rvi ·~ 
194~ dnd rPturned hone t"" Mi ·I ig It. HP thAn worked ·n a foun ry 

t.ut.tahest wvr i< .. e.:P L . 

ft- r _\e f l J-y, r ... d g w· .. h e 

Mir~iq~n/n~n~r ... nprt- n~ J-1+-lJ l n 

Off l ·e ·. H rn '1 l w f Wf l r r ,... 

8'<.-l Ile .l w 1 l l W.i .t 

ct . - .r 

w rk :vi "' "'r·1 t f+-. ... n re:' r + 

·nterest-ing )() ii (' l l er ill 1 11 . l '1 "" n e thE:"" 

W<lL L t ... J u ,.J.,. y 'I r~ n ,L nd ,J 1 ... 1 te 

frr qr.: + , . r -.l. T.L., g-r. t .. er :1r: nc t 

Finnj sh amh sc:a r t ( r·h ;1 , 

vL.iitir.q bi>1 .--10, 1 • 

rd R rnard and hi~ wifn p 1 3r on 

CJvera.il , Bern 1 v .-1.; ht- \v r , P .:Jltive ffe'"' 

, . H@ lp r d r t ... .J wh . - ' ... 

ta'"d work was, r-i t ... 1 nr.,-i w 'A ' 
nave qot. A~ter t-his 1nrPrV PW, ~er a a e 1e·tPa on le w y 

wlth ... n1;.;; 0pi1,i0n t,a t. w ._ Pu .ur .. ct) .... o:il .1l. t u 1t a,; a _J_ f1. H L., 

n +-

0 d 
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not b l~eve he nt: 

ir: he 1()40·, + l- ... + 

.!. askGd Bern<:!rd whdt H? rE"1E->mt...,.y. 1 t -;t l c ut hA 

o..ldld r.e Wd;:) n th s r. 

:nade, the _to.r:ie,_) he le, rd, nJ tbP oe.{pe .. i n es .c g.._,t, and te 

views all p0sitive t·:rre. 


	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_001
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_002
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_003
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_004
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_005
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_006
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_007
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_008
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_009
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_010
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_011
	3302-01_Essays_Morgan_Bernard_012

