
Five Generations:  Back Row: Anna (Wacter) Hursh, Dorothy Stanley. 

Front: Laura (Hursh) Sample, Wayne Stanley & Floyd  Sample 
LtoR: Dave Hursh, Noel Hursh, Clayton Revore, Harry Hastings & Noel Hastings 

Dave Hursh 
Henry Hursh & Anna Wacter-Hursh 

Joseph & Blanche (Paquin) Hursh 

 

David Hursh & Family 



Pictures LtoR:  Elaine (Hursh) Hastings, Noel Hursh, and Bonnie (Hursh) Cousineau 

1:1111ne Hastings roots are deeP-. _on centennial farm 

!lf~'- like I've been here~ hundr:ed years 
, By CAROL MARCELLA. 100 years, according ·!<> Elaine Hw:5h ·. Mrs. Hasting~ .has lived on the farm :ter~in-law, · Alex Meron, county ,;staff Writer · . Hastings, whQ now hves . there with . smce she was ~1ght and adds, "I'm 61 ;torian, to nominate. the farm as a THOMPSON ,-The old Hursh farm her husband Harold. David Hursh; a now. I feel like rve been here a ntennial farm after she attended in .Thompson has been designated a Civil War' veteran, bought the hundred years myself." She and her ? Bouschor centennial celebration centennial farm by t.I:te Michigan property from the man who father and sister moved to the farm Thompson. . · ,Historical Commissiont an advisory homesteaded it, Mrs. Hastings said. from Manistique when her mother ,he said she . is proud of the bot\rd to ,the Department of State, He moved into a log cabin on the died in 192&. She said her faµter was signatiori .. ''I'm kind of proud of it, Michigan History Division. property and later built a two story born on the farm and moved aw~y oud I kept -it going all these years, .. ' The farm, located near the Al-0- house which was located near the when he married, but was onl:r m ? cared for four relatives before Ray Mot~l on U.S. 2 in ~ompson, has current h~. The present home was town for a few years. Mrs. 1:Iastmg_s ?y . all died, and there was no been in the Hursh family for exactly built in 1960. and her husband cared for him until ~care then. we worked hard to 

:c~NTENNIAL·ROOTS- David Hur~h. who purchased the centennial . 
farm 100 years ago, is pictured at left. In the old, photo at right are 

. Hursh and his- wife, Ann Htirsli McDonald, seated in center. Standing . ,in the rear, from left, are Helen Hursh-Davis, Wilson Hursh, Eveline 
- -Hursh Rivord and Laura Hursh S11mp1e: Seated in front is Minnie 
· ,Hursh Sheldon. Standing next to his _father is J~seph Hursh. Three , 
. -¥sons, David, Noel and Leo, were not yet born. 

; , ' ____ .,;.•_· ____ ,.-..,. 

his death in ~eptember. . ep it ,going., Not many men would 
Mrs. Hastings said the property has - me into11 family and care for them always been farmed since it was .e Harry (her husband) did." . . · 

cleared by David Hursh 0842-1902), The MichJgan Historical Com: 
who was a "lumber king." ission sent a certificate to the "We used to have cattle, we used to astings. In a letter to them, com-farm it. We had 14 cows at one time," issioners said , the farm is she said. The property is still farmed, ie of more· than .,000 designated 
she said, but now they raise duck$ and mtennial farms in. the state since 
a garden. 118. The commissioners al$<> ask.ed One of the biggest changes was..the ir to· donate · any old picbires, <'I, construction of the highway, Mrs. icumerits or antiques to the state. Hastings said. She said when the farm rs. ·Hastings said she has sent in was first settled, her family came me old pictures and also donated throogh the woods o,n a trail. She said ime to the Scqoolcraft County 
she remembers a trail going through istorical Society, but ,said, "I gave where the highway is now. She said vay most of my antiques. I di~'t her grandmother, Anna Hursh Mc- mt thein around. I've t>een keeping · Donald, gave the state the riglit of ,usesincelwaseight." ' 
way for-the riew highway in the 19308. }Jarold Hastings and his, wife raised "Grandma was very conscientious re'children on theJarm, two natural and she donated the land," she said. lildren 'and, three adopted. He During the widening of the highway orked · for 38 years at Manistique this summer, the , constru~t;ion ,!Ip and Paper, beginning at ~e threatened a maple tree that 1s at ,ttom and finally retiring from his 
least as old as the farm. Mrs. .perintendentposition tJ}is year. . Hastings said she w._ouldn't let the As far as the future of the farm. is 
state cut the tree ·and made them ,ncerned, Mrs. Hastings said, ''We 
move their highway jmtead. ,n't want to sell it, but it depends on Mrs. Hastings said she asked her .... nn~ ~=;"1 ~-···' ... " 

I 

TREE CASTS LONG SHADl 
stand in front of an old mapl 
highway construction work. i 
on the property as long as -~ 
nhntn\-

The Hursh Funeral. 
The funeral of David Hursh whoa 

accidental death by drowning wa 
chronicle,! last week, \\AS held fron 
the town hall at Thompson last Sun 
day afternoon . It was the larges1 
fu ner,d ever held in tha t township 
thus showing the esteem rn w, ich th, 
deceased was held by his friends and 
nei~hbors. Sixteen of his G. A. R. 
comrades from this city attended and 
the pall bearers were chosen from that 
organization. Rav. Osborne of the 
M. E. church, officiat•d and preached 
an excellent eermon. /dh,y/Jf()Vi 

M M ,... 



Ira Brown 

LtoR: Zada & Paul Hoholik, Mel & Myrtle Nelson 
Charles & Laura Sample 

Top Photo: Charles Sample 

Bottom Photo: Laura & Charles Sample 

Top: Floyd & Mary Sample 

Bottom: Floyd Sample 

m 



Stanley Farm 

LtoR: Miles O. Stanley, Florabell 

Stanley & Miles O. Stanley Jr. 

Florabell (Miller) Stanley 

Miles Osborn Stanley Jr. 

LtoR: William Arnold & Baby, Irma (Stanley) Arnold, 

Julia (Stanley) Martin, Florabell (Miller) Stanley, Opha 

Miller & Miles O. Stanley Sr. 

Frank Stanley 



Hiram & Kate Squires with daughters Kitibel (standing in front of Hiram) & 

Pearl (middle front) and niece Viola (rear).  Kate & Hiram raised Viola after 

Esther & Kate Squires 



s uu. UIUU\ u•~ ,w-1rrterr .oJ.·\ts·, 
The follow1ng\ tory comes: vi~ the 

Historical Society)· from a local paper 
dated 1929. After the winter we have 
just expe rj\!QCed it n~ay serve to 
remind us !_hat things ~ould have bee n worse. . 

GRAVE NEAR ~STI,QUE 
RECALLS MOT:HER'S 

HEROIC EFFORT TO SAVE BABY 
BACK lN OLD LOGGING DAYS 

' . . . . . ' ' ··:1 : . ' '. ... 
the ;face and addi~g ii,~in. Half 
cr_a1Y;ling, with li!)1bs wearied fro m 
ove~ exertion, she had. dr~gged her 
body. through the door of the saloon . 
·f_,_,,The·wolf pack was heard plainly 

.Memories 
.kxk Orr 

in fu/J cry at the edge ofthe clearing, 
They ha~ missed by •only a scant P,Ut ori snowshoes to come to town in margin the human offer ing . She had search of her_!~ usband and help. acq~mplishe d some thing that 
see·~1ed impossible. _ Manistique: A mound of sodded "~9.00 after le_ayµig the c_al:> in it 1:Jhe · woman fe ll ii1to . a fitful cti rf-a baby grave with a leather h,ad,_ Sfarted to_ sn_ow. As s~e stag- sle~p. still mti rmuriµg of Mary, her m·n· e th · d f t· k. 1·· k. t' g,ered ahe.ag toward town it had babv, dyin_g ·in_. the woo_ds. : She w. ·as I , 1 n on e en o a 1c s u~ . a : ,. I the _head · of a. marker by · ~o~e, grnwn _d'ar_ker ,~nd cold7r. It was the pla~sd on"a bed _ in the sal9onkeep-! pe rson-- al~ost hidden aJTipng sprq~e cf~fensive mstln~ born mto the h~arU er!s'i!4uarters and covered with warm and pine on a P,Oint of the · Upper .Oft!yery woman t<;i protect her ch jid bla~kets. The husband still lay Peninsula, on the shore of Lake in -time of da_nger or sickness that sprawled on the barroom floor where Mich_igan--stands as mute tesfo~cmy lenj this \VO!Jlan P?\\'er ·a:nd coqrage ~e~_ad falle ri--out; 110! from the blow to venfy the tale toid by Frank fo~}h_e fieartbreakmg tr~1!._ · . I ha'd dealt, but from the effects of Gehrke, a native of Manistique," Pme boughs laden with snow had his whiskey-deadened brain. aoour a mother's supreme but futile 'showered. her at times and the '·'·Two lumberjacks and · myself effort to save the life of her child weight had sent her reeling. Over hastily gathered some food from the during the days .rif logging. logs · ~he had slipped and tottered salocm pantry and with two pint Standing beside the grave, which with the s_trength fast ebbing from bottles fi lled with milk, which 1 tied is on Gehrke ' s property 16 miles her body. A snowshoe caught on a arou,1d IPY neck under my shire to sou thwest of town, he vividly por.- snag a~d the reather harness which keep°.the milk from freezing, we set trayed 1he happenings of that event- bound it to herfoot snapped. It was out for the cabin on snowshoes. It fu l night 25 years i!go when the. snow beyond i~me?iate repair, so it had '' ha9· st'opped snowi~g. To this day I was waist deep on the level and it to be left behmd, . do not understand how the woman wa.; JO degrees below zero, It was " The cry of a wolf in the timber ever made the distance from her then thar the wifr of a lumberjack sent a new sh udder of fe ar to her cabi11 to town alive. The going was fell exhausted into the .safoon of the · heart. It had her scent and was the worst,?f any wi_nter. village and sobbed o~{ a story'~f hel'; yelping for the pack: Th~ snow had . "\t too_k, un til daybreak to . get to\ dying ch ild back in the wood_s·, and;' turned to hard pellets, striking her in the log cabin. Snow was piled high ple1ded with her drunken husband·'' ·- 1- - - - - · - ... . JI .1 - - • • • to come ho me. . · ... ,· · ·; 

" I was in the ?dloon at the-time_;, 
sa id Geh rke, with ]1 is sie~J -g~ey ey~s 
hardening , "when he kick:e°d hjs wife 

a 
against the door and up over 
windows . We dug into the drift 
fo rced an opening. A glar.ce sho· 
us the fi re in the stove hac.!ong b 
out; the cab in was freezing cold. 
corner of the room was a pile 
blankets. We pulled away fol di 
tahered clmhing to che body of 
chi ld. It was dead. 

' "The baby was abo ut a yea r , 
1~·1th dark curly hai r. We co~struc 
a rough_ box, placet! bl1nke ts i1 
and then placed.the small body in 
coffin.· We buried the baby just 
yards from the cab in. Here is wh . we dug into the frozen ::1:ih 11 ; 
axes. It took a long ime to scoop 
a hollow place la rge enough for · 
box. We cu t heavy !)gs nd plac 
them on top so no forest ar.imal co1 
disturb the g.rave. 

'. As the years roiled by a 
lumbering was his tor:.,· , ' fishing l 
came our main occuparion . Fish, 
men began to s~t net; off this sho: 
and those who re me mber th e de, of the drunken lu mbcrj_acl:' s d:{u~ 
ter never miss c~mi:ig to shore 
place wi ldflowers upoi1 the grave. 

" The leathe r mihcn on tr.e end 
th e stick was proba bly placed rhe 
by some hunter or fisherman fro 
the village wh9 rc:rcmb~rtd th 
trag ic nig~t. ·~ 

with his iron caulked b~ot until she 
gro:i. ed in agony. The n somethi,ng 
sna~ped wi thin me . · Shouting vile 
oaths he th reatened to kill her if she 
didn' t leave hi ~ to his dri~kiilg. 
What cared he about the brat, he 
said. 

" I was eighteen years old. at the 
timt, and strong and wiry from 
pull ing cross cut saws and swinging 

Tales of woe from 'O 
Told by Frank Gierke S. 

the :,xe. Without qesitation I jumped 
for his throat and he grab.bed me 
about the waist and attempted to 
throw me over his back. He finally 
loosened his grip and I struck a hard 
J!ow to his jaw. He went down with 
ne on top of him. I got up and let 
1im lay.' 

Th ~ woman' s clotI:i ing "".~s drip- · 
iing wet from the snow that had 
hawed quick_ly upon her e·ntrance. 
;he w~s sobbing 9ut a. story of her 
hild lying alone and sick -with cold 
ack in the log cabin. ·she wa; sur~ 
, e child would die.ifno help·.;e~chep 
er soon. There .had been ri'o· food to 
at. Her husband had been gorie 
iree days info town for hel p, · 
1owing the child was sii:k, !Jut had 
Jtten no fu rther than the saloon. 
''.She to!ct how ., k~: -had.siacke.d,the 

ove wirh the last i~aiiab l~ firewooq:· 
1d had covered the baby with 
ankets. In earlv afternnnn .1, ,. h o ,j 

I! LOVING MEMORY OF 

MR. FRANK M. GIERKE 
July 10, 1890 , M ay 14, 1981 

0 GENTL EST Heart of Jews, ever Present in the Blessed Sacra-ment: ever consur:ied with tJ ,n-· ing '.ove for the poor captive souls in Furgalory, have mercy on the ~oul of Thy depar:ed servant. Be net severe in Thy judgment, but . 
let some drops of Thy precious i'f-Blood fa!! upon the devour'ng ,1 flames, and do Thou, 0 mercifu l ;; Saviour, send Thy Angels to con- :., duct Thy departed servant to a R\ 
~~~ccee. ofA:~~eshment, light and :lt 
Mey the souls of all the faith ful ;: de;0crted, through the mercy of ,,. God, rest in peace. Amen. ,;;. , • . , 

.vl ESSIER . BROULLIRE t'>Fi frank Gla'rka - : /: ~---, 

::1!ttit1,tI i &i if r~~ilJ~i~!;:{f 
F county. poim;i otsuperv1sors :m.ember,.p1~d May 14 .atll: b ' 
1i{:~w:t-~!~!1lif Jt;~f ~i1t,~Z0tf l titi~1f :} ? i • '\ f ·i · . [} t•Mr.·Gierlte began w.o}kjng"as .•. a ba rberj n the.John D pon , 
lt: B,li i~?r'.§~op·t Atco~t_iii~~d e_mp\oynieJt:untq 1910, ~vhen he, . kQpeget~J.S:O)V [.1 -~¥.rp.er ,s~op u~ Th_ompso,n. H.e mored to; [-,:, G1ayling \Yh~re he:continued as a barb~r un til 1918 when he . rliitlii~i~1iltii;r~~;J:1i::,ii:: 
i; fr.orii:'.193 ,jjto:193t'O~ririg th is tiine he was a!s"o a member o.f t tiit ~:~hoofh i (( popnt( bo?i-d o( s\ipervi;ors. . . :c' _: .< , ;-Jn:-1937 ;; he· was appomted postmaster of the Mamst1oue LPosf Office ;, osition 'he heid for ·23 years . He rtired OI: .July 

1i{:.1}%n' . 3 C\ 'J~fal~J~~;b~~ oi-.ihe ~rlnisu~ie Li~ns ·, . ibuted 36 years of ad ive service. During _;r u -~••sored 19new~rTi e9:1be~s to the oi-ganiz'at ion, 
,_;J , -:i, a::'J S:.ey; .~~.a.r,d",j n i939 ~nd,. a •;~Iaster ·~ey "'('(V _,n;_l~l ~nd).39.)earC~ar.ter C~evron in +965. - · > r' o _ . .;: ·-.y~s :arJ iader_: in .a proj~c t_to.purchase, •plant and sell v t-'lfrfstmas trees pn a~ 40,a'cre ·plot i n ;Thompson township, 
~\ i~r,ifi\;~fi:eLt~~~

1Xf ~ &reof i~.6~1 ~~i-~y:'., ]jdi) i v;j :·c-
'.tivi ties. ' He ~Was a meiriber, of the ;K~igli ts ·. of Columbus, itt~~i~~fi~~~\i_t/ qtt9~-~~;~e;;;a~~~i;(o~_:;_~¾.l~v~1! ,c1tetloy the M1ch1gan Democrat1c .Ad_m1111s trat1ve Boa rd for 'Hi(ou\st~ni#~fefforUn:.<;'oni1i}lciii;wit~[tEl 1962 Democratic . -Pai-tr ;since :-ig6()_ He was a -mem lJ€r df the Sr. Francis de 

-\~fie,~tt1SAi.i;} 1JJ~·of,, ;:ft1f.a§Ji h~{ {\.::i .. ,: tu.-i< : · [, :lle:mamed MarysL .• Gould gt Bay City mMay of 1906. She. t\ilri~~~g~~::~1iffi;%~,. 1°Man1s~1qul!,, Ja_J}t~ Gferk~ ofM~p1s_t1qu~, and_ I;lober. t G1er~e . 
i: Wt r.¥i ~~agr ~{~<_nif ,;~11ug~te,r~/".Mi:~- ; MqcJttil ", P,e'{.in,ci ·',of ) Man1st~qu~;i;~Af_rs ;;/ F;loyd. t Bernedet t~):~ Hough\on; ·qf [) 11½n,fs.t1ci,u,et l\'!):_si·.~rne~t(~ _¥ q a,ne_) J.o.~n,son.of_Manistiq~~• [i.arid:.J\1.rs.:-Nerner•·J Pa_tr1c1a)':'Johnson ,of Mam ~t1que; . one :;.bti>_t~~f, :·~q1~lei G}!!I \c t ?! J:;l or\pef; :~ o{ii~t~h;:j\1cs. :G ei:ald .•. · i<-Elpa)\Larke:·ofGrayling a'rid Mrs. Leo ~Beafr iceNainoed ij~$if tit l\i~;,jJ; i~Jf ~;,~;;;:;; 

•;~h~l_c!J t;t~e:s_t. fr_an~ ~tde§a_!~:5 9,hµr_ch 911 M6nffay, !llay 18 lia,f l0' itrii':'with Fr,'JainesMeriapace officiating. Burfal wiU llbe:rn.'¥i ~~frvfoi G~cieft!!,'ry: iJ'l}e K.C. ,Rosary ,1vi]L be. said 1 ,9undaY(at B;J0, p.m. -~t th~Ju neral home. I.,1turg1 cal prayers j '.will'be·,~aid,at'a·p.11_1 :' ~\!!iday. : :i_ ·.• : . . . 



bidsf 
ht Paul Olson 

The first thing you want to 
knowiswhatbc'llbc.feeling, 

When the Schoolcraft Coun-
ry Board of Commissioners 
gathers Jan. 2 for iu annual organizationalrncellllg,people ___ .,,.,,_ 

will be watching closely to see 
who's picked M chairman. 
who's voted vice-chair, how 
comrmttcc assignments 
divviedup. 

But many will :tlso be won-
dering what's going lhrough 
the mind of the man who's not 
there, lhc al&D who will no 
longer be the: board chair, lhe 
man who won't be part of the 
pmceedmgs in any way for the 
fm1 UIDe in mon.- than three 
decades? 

"I'm 11t:tuallY kiod of~ 
licved." Emic HaholJk .says. 
''lt'S ,rod, iJ.' t,..U. cad· 
\\\g,vid\'..n:'ocendoing_lhlsa 
\oog tiloc- Bui I'm rehevcd, 
100. It'sLUiletopasslhcre-
spoll!ibility on to somebody 
else:." 

Such mixed emotions aren't 
surprising for someone who 
served 17consccutivetennson 
the County Board. chairing the 
panel forrnanyoflhose34 
years, and was seeking yet 
another term in office wllen he 
was bell.I.en by Dille Dufour in 
last August's lkmocratic pn-
ma,y. 

Jloholik's feelings are cvm 
,noreunde11!andablewhenyou 
coruidcrthathis\968clcction 
to the board wun't the bcgin-
ntng of ttls Involvement with 
local poliliC5, Thal aerua.lly 
started much earlier, m lhc 
1950s, when he was voled in10 
the position of Thompson 
Town.ship Supervisor. 

For lhose too young ton>-
membcr, there 1,1,•erc no county 
commissioners in those days. 
Instead, Michigan's ciry and 
township officc:r, served on a 
local board of supervisors. 

rn Schoolcraft County, there 
were 13 people on that board -

Lett: 17-year-old Ernest Hohol\k In 1941 , long before his election as Thompson Township Supervisor, which s tarted 
his political career. Right: 61 years later, gelling ready to leave the world of local government, Hoholik relaxes on 
one o f his last visits to the commissioners' office at the Schoolcratt Coun ly Courthouse. 

eight township supervisors and 
the five members of the 
Manis1ique City Council. 

Hoholik can still remember 
wha1 it was like being the 
newcomer, 

"There '4'85 no Open Meet• 
ings Act back then," he says. 
"Lots of limes, you'd get to 1he 
meeting and cvcrytlunt: was all 
set. They'd worked 11 all out 
before you even got there. 
You can imagtne wha1 1t was 
like. Wilh me being the 
grecnhom,thcrc~n:Jotsof 
times I was left out in the 
cold." 

In fact, Hoholik says, the 
way the system itself was set 
up didn'1 leavc muoh room for 
involvement, with the majority 
of business being handled by 
an executive coauninee and 
the fuU Boa.rd of Supcrvi,ors 
onlymeetingfourtimcsayear, 

No doubt it was all a b11 
overwhelming for someone 
who'd never gi11en much pre--
11ious thought 10 a political 

career berry, Curtis, Munising, and 
Hoholik was bom May 26, all points in between - mclud-

1924, in Thompson, one of ing, of oourse, lhe Manistique 
Joseph and Susan 1-lohollk's area. 
five children. He anended the His daily stops at homes and 
township school through lhc businesses made lfoholik's 
six1h gnicie 'and finished his face a familiar one across 1he 
academic career in Manistique. n:gion. That perlonal "com• 

While a high school sopho- fon level" was aJmosl su~ly 
mon:, he officially joined the seen as an asset by those who 
family business. urged him to seek township 

"My dlid had a dairy route, office. 
and when my brother went tnt0 Nevenhcless, his tenure as 
the service, I staned domg his supervisor was a short one 
deliveries," Hoholik says, " I After serving a single four• 
dc.:livcred milk al l through the year term, he was defeated in 
10th and 11th grades, for four his re-election bid by Floyd 
hours every morning before Sample, the mM who had 
school. I'd swt al 5 a.m. and urged him to run in the first 
deliver until 9, then go home place 
and change and go 10 clw." After that, Hoholik shifted 

He was to stay in the bust- his emphasis to education, 
ncss for lhe nexl 42 years, de- wilh an app0inrmen1 to the 
li\'ering dairy products e,,ery c<immunity association that 
day, in all kinds of weather, oversnw 1be Thompson Town• 
across a vasl stretch of the ship School. He served for 
eas1em and central Upper Pen- seven years, until 1he school 
msula, a territory thal ranged wa.~ dissol\'ed through con• 
from Ro.pid River 10 New• solidntion. 

"Then they wanted me co 
runfortheManisliqucSchool 
Board," Hoho\ik says wtlh a 
chuclcle. "I said no way, be· 
causetha!'sreallyalhanklcss 
1ask." 

Hedidn'1stayoutofpolitics 
for long. however, 

In 1967, tn response to the 
U.S. Supccme Coun's ruhng 
lhnt coun11cs must have pro-
;.,.,ruonal rcpn:..-.entation undcr 
lhe theory of"one person, one 
vote," the Michigan Lcgisla• 
rureabolishedboardsofsupcr• 
visors and implemenled the 
system we know today, where 
counties arc divided inlo dis• 
tricts, each with its own 
clectedofficial. 

"I wll.'l asked to run for the 
new boatd as a Democrat," 
Hoholiksays " I thought about 
it,and it sounded pretty good." 

even use a liule more space goU\g LO be • bigger problem. 
nghl now . That shoW5 you the I dunk if you're going IO man· 
way things have grown." date something, you should 

bu plenty c,.. 
tional activities .1,:· 

While he lakesspeciaJ pride finance it, bul 1t hardly ever 
in the courthouse, Hoholik can wofXS tha1 way. 1ba1'1 the big 
die a number of othct county thing the County Board is £ac· 

~;i:lu=t~~all l 
equipment he's had for years, 
bu1 bas seldom had the time 10 .... 

1;1eo1ed in the first year of achievement& over the pa.,1 34 ing, That, and jusl keeping the 
the new sys1cm, Hoholik has years:: a new airport building, government running amOOlh· 
served as a county commis- the conslruollon of the &ir ly." 
sloner as long as there have building, state-of-the-art faclli• For his pan, Hoholik says 
been county comm1ss1oner1. • lies for mental beahh and a he ' d like to siay involved u 
tonger. in_ fact. local Head Start ccn1er that's much as posa1blc. Thl,t won'I 

He also plans to spend more 
time with his single biggest 
joy, bill family. 

In 1944, Hobolik nwried 
the former June Lar5en. To-
gether, they raised two boys 
and three girls She died in 
1990, just days before their 
461h anniverur)'. 

"When it sw:ied, we weren't the envy of many other com- mean a seal on the board. of 
called com1mss1oners," he mu'nitics course, but it could mC&JJ bold-
says. "We weren't called nnY· •'The credil for the !lead ing on to some of tus many 
thing, because they dhlll'i Stan building goes to the commi1tce a.u1gnmenu. 
kno_wwhat1ocallus. It wasn't communiiy Action board," A partia1 \in of those JS· 
until _lale r that they decided on says Hoholik, who has chaired signments inoludcs his service 
the title and told u5 we were thal board for a number of on the Community Action 
&~mg 10 be county commis· year, , "'T'here were a lot of Aacncy board, the si,x

4

county 
s1oners:" people involved wilh malong and U,P. Resoutce Conserva• 

Originally, there were seven Iha! happen. It 100k good pco-- tion and Development tioar<k, 
membcrl on lhe local board. pie working for three years to the Upper Peninsula CommiS· 
Later, thnt was reduced to fi ve, get it done, It 's a big thing for sion fOT Area Progress (UP· 
creating a somewhat unple~ a couniy lhis size to nave," CAP), lhe Centr1.I Upper Pen-
am situation. Hoholik also pffl1scs the insula Planning and Develop-

''! had compeution every work of everyone who made menl (CUPPAD) Regional 
tune I ran, bu! 1t was worse the new Carpemer Dam a real• Commission. the Michiaan 
when they cut back 10 five ity. Originally, he cxplafos, Work.s and Fint Step bwineJS 
commissionm," Hoholik says. lhc county was going to pay counselmg boards, the LMAS 
"When !hey did that, you sud· for the structure by IIJ'lp0Stng a Q15trie1 Health Department 
dcnly had lO run against your special iax assessment on area Board, Pathways Mental 
friends. You were running residents. Fortunaicly, corn- Health Board and the board of 
agaiMt 1he same people you'd misstonerS worked to find an- Eu1em Upper Pcninwl• Sub-
been serving wilh.'' other funding source, At lhe stanCC Abuse Services (EUP· 

But the business o~ running end, when they wen: Slill about SAS) 
for office was nothmg com· SS0,000 shon, a timely rcqucsl Hobohk admits that he'll 
pared 10 !he business of run• 1o Rep Bart S1upak led them have 10 give up some of thole 
ning the coun1y itself, the dif· to lhe rest of the money and duties, if for DO other reason 
ficultuuklltheboardJUggled broughttheprojec1tofrultion. !hantbctcatsarcroervedfor 
to keep thmgs going 1hrollgh In some counties, thal kind elected officials. 
good 1imes and bad, bud~ct of legwork, budJet crunching One assia;nme:nt he's relw::· 
crunches an~ layof_fs, chang_1ng and fiscal scrambling is left 10 iantly lea'II\DI behind is bis 
rules and mcreastni i:c<1uire- 11 paid admutistralor. In position on the Michigan M-
men~- even, al o~c point, the Schoolcraft County, it's the sociation of CoumicS Work.en 
physical destruction of the board i1SClfthal does: the work. eompensation Board. Widl 13 
courthouse. While he undcrst&Pd<l the cowiues in Micbipn md 

Hohohk says the spectacular concerns of those who bave countless commiUional vying 
1974 fire 1hn.1 burned the suggested hiring a local ldmiD- for such 1tate--levcl scats, Ho-
cou1o~e 1~ . !he gro~~I was istrator, Hoholik believes ilS ~~will~-= ::J d~ri~g i: otf::~ hcl~ful = l~ve ':: deiail work County is again represented on 

ni;~~ h:ri:;~uo;:y ::::: to ~~~o:i 
1

:a administrator, th~~ are other commit· 

we were back al work," he : .. ~~=:~i1!.;::.~y;;; ice positiOM - UPCAP, lo 
recalls. "We held an cmCT• same responsibilities as a big• name just one - !hat don't R-
gcncy meeting out al the tllf· ger county, but we're more quire you to be Ul office, 
port. so that we could gel or- directly involved. I talk to Hoboltk bu already let bis 
ganizcd again. By Monday, all commissioners from aome of former County Board col-

Hobolik a1Jo recently lost 
lus longtime companion, Mar• 
aarctt..,anen. Hcrdeath1n 
Dcccntbcr has made the pUI 
fC'<W weeks ~fficu.h, be says, 
but throUgh it all, his family 
hu been nearby, and has re-
mained a ~e or comfort 
and,ucnaUJ, 

"lt'1 been a sad lime, b\11 
you know, I really feel fortU· 
natc," hesays. "Mywifepve 
me five wonderful children. I 
have ~en grandchildren and 
12 - grandchildmL I 
never even knew my OWD 
grandfalbcr. He was 1onc by 
the time I was born. But I 
bavcsomuchwoodcrfulf'am-
ily UJ my life. I couldn't Ilk 
for anyduns more. I'm 
blelled-" 

Before he completes bis 
tnn1ition from politico to fiill· 
time family mlll, Hobolik bu 
one quaticn left to answer: 
l)oabehawlllYwordsol 
advke for Dale Dufour, &be ----m1-office dlil wodt 1S bisU-
tritt'1firstncwcoaa1Yn::pre. 
IClll&liYC in 34 ycan'l 

Hobolik ,miles ml p.- .. 
....,erdtllcowdlll'PIY .. _, eloclod_..,,.,.,.... .. 
-,levelof.,-IAY 
time. 

~;en~~t: ~~:p7ts~n!:~ those other counties, and they leagues know !hat he's willing 

:'.',~,::.ho~•;o_:;,,~":i. :~•';::~;:.'e::~•::: to~;!~~~~~:;.l 
fice." and get a repon. They don't can," be says. "ll keeps you~ 

Those dark days cventu~~y =7,s ho-=pp~~ =: :C :r'vec1~th !: :.: : 

•'()u1ofoverylhing,llltiak 
it's mml impot&anl IO be pa-
lienl," be-· "Over the 
yeon I've &ottal 1wntlRds ud 
lwntlRdsofcallsfiompcople 
wbo bave qucstiom, who have 
complainlS, who are worried 
about sometbin.s, You should 
,apoodtoeve,yooewhocalla. 
and DUI each pcnon as impor· 
Wll u the nclL You doa'I 
ba,ie 10 agree wilh them, but 
you should listen. E\/Cf)'()nC 
dcscrvcstobchcard." go_t. brtghtcr, and Hoholik s budgei We understand tt, It's not lhat someone else 

crtucal test 1umed in10 one of because we're the ones doing couldn'1 do it better, bl.II I've 

~hen ~'t:~d ac~:ve::"n~ it." got the contACIS, and I'm will· 

houscopenedm 1976. of':i~;!
1;:~~=~:; ~~:.0:;"sound like a 

He still remembers the pride responsibilities, Hoholik says tcx.tbook mircment. but Hobo-~:;:t!: !! :ii~:~ W: he's sti ll concerned about thc lik says not IO wony. He also 
remembers gaveling 10 order future of county government in 
the first mce1ing in the new Michigan. As always, he feels 
building. the toughest 1hing facing local 

Tiie crisis and the local re- officials is the growing number 

:::~od:.: .. '7';; :.::•~~ ~:~,:• .:::.:: 
year he was in office. It's a =I~:~;~ extra money to 

~;~:r c~~~•'!: "There's more and more be-
ing put on the oounties all the 

ex~~~:nc;;; 1hrough that be- ' ~:~~~fo~a~,w~:: !:"it': 
cau~e we had good people 
work.ing with us," Hobohk 
says. "Whenyouhavepeople 
hke that around you, it's help-
ful. h's easy 10 get things 
done." 

Like any building its age, 
the courthouse has its share of 
problems. But Hoholik notes 
!hat thc're was one issue they 
neYCi"axpccted to face. 

"The day that building 
opened, the upstairs WM all 
vacan1 on one side," he says. 
"We looked at that and won• 
dered if we'd ever fill ii up. 
Now all those offices arc full. 
We had the F1A expansion a 
few yeus ago, and we could 

tie pauses a moment, then 
adds: "You have 10 remember 
you're a public servant, and 
thal means you're to 
serve." 



LaPlante tells club of literary encounter 
Hemingway meeting just one highlight of long career · 
A surprise encounter with No-

bel Prize-winning author Ernest 
Hemingway in Italy was one of 
several incidents recalled by local 
resident Bob LaPlante during an 
appearance last week at a Manis'-
tique Woman's Club luncheon. 

LaPlante, who is ,1,emi-retired 
from the United States Corps of 
Diplomatic Couriers, says he has 
traveled an estimated 10 million 
miles to 197 foreign countries. 

Diplomatic couriers are care-
fully-chosen citizens who carry 
the government's most-guarded 
correspondence from Washington 
to American embassies, consulates 
and delegations around the world, 
LaPlante said. 

After graduating as president of 
his 1942 class at Manistique High 
School, LaPlante served a combat 
tour of duty with the U.S. Navy in 
the Pacific, then studied under the 
GI Bill at the University of 
Michigan, where he graduated in 
1948. 

By 1950 he had been commis-
sioned as a diplomatic courier and 
was attending Foreign Service 
classes in Washington, where he 
was inadvertently involved in a 
life-threatening situation. 

"During lunch at a Pennsylva-
nia Avenue drug store, not far 
from the White House, I heard the 
sizzling crash of plate glass win-
dow being demolished by heavy-
bore bullets," LaPlante recalled at 
the luncheon. "Ceiling lights went 
out. Someone screamed that ev-
eryone should hit the floor. We 
did so then and there." 

LaPlante said everyone re-
mained on the floor for about half 
an hour, and heard "a volley of 
shots I judged to be from powerful 
handguns. A couple of bullets 
whined through the bottles of 
mouthwash on the drug store 
shelves." 

Eventually, he said, a police-
man jogged through the store and 

the lights reappeared. 
"We fled through the doors into 

the brilliant sun of a Washington 
autumn afternoon," he said. 
"Police hustled us away from the 
main avenue in a scene of confu-
sion and terror. Someone in the 
fleeing throng shouted, 'they are 
trying to kill the president,' and 
within minutes I got snatches .of 
the action: Puerto Rican National-

It was in Italy that he virtually 
"bumped into" Hemingway on the 
Grand Canal of Venice. The 
courier and the author soon joined 
Mary Hemingway at Harry's Bar, 

the setting of several Hemingway 
tales. 

According to LaPlante, the 
three settled down to a "long and 
thoroughly enjoyable late-morning 

LaPlante getting ready to take to the skies in Bavaria. 

ists had attacked Blair House on 
foot, guns blazing. President and 
Mrs. Truman . were upstairs in the 
official mansion, which served as 
the first family's home during the 
refurbishing of the White House, 
located directly across the street." 

LaPlante said the Trumans were 
not injured in the assassination · 
attempt, but that one guard and 
one attacker were killed. 

"I came to two conclusions on 
the sp~t: Washington is a world 
-focal point and I had to find a 
safer lunch spot," he said. 

The Thompson native was then 
assigned to Paris, Manila, Athens, 
Frankfurt, Panama and Bangkok 
ori two- to six-year tours of duty. 

breakfast, Italian style, including 
strong black coffee and triangular 
sandwiches, followed by equally-
strong whiskey sours." 

LaPlante said Hemingway took 
an interest in his Upper Peninsula 
background, and the conversation 
soon turned to a favorite theme: 
trout fishing. 

"I promptly jumped on a topic 
that had always puzzled me in the 
early Hemingway story about 
Seney, where the Fox River has 
flowed for eons and given up 
some of North America's most 
beautiful trout," LaPlante recalled. 
"I asked this favorite author a 
question that I would never again 
be able to pose face-to-face: 'Why 
did you name the river at Seney 
the Big Two-Hearted?' 
(Hemingway) smiled broadly and 
leaned over the table toward me 
and said, 'Yes, I moved the Big 
Two-Hearted a couple of dozen 
miles southwest because . Big 
Two-Hearted is poetry ... the Fox 
is not.' The power of the pen can 
move mountains, and rivers, too." 

When not ~ntertaining people 
with his . true-life adventure sto-
ries, LaPlante is busy seeking a 
publisher for his just-completed 
book, The Ten Million Mile Man . 
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Peter A. Martin 
Date of Death: 12/27/1913 
Male 
Divorced 
Age: 64 years 
Place of Death: Manistique 
Cause of Death: Pneumonitis (Spelling ?) 
Birthplace: Canada 
Occupation: Laborer 
Parents: Father Peter Martin/Residence- Not known 

Mother: Unknown 
Date of Record: 01/23/1914 

Peter Martin 
Date of Death: 01/14/1906 
Male/White 
Age:74 
Cause of Death: Chronic Parenchymatous (Spelling ?) 
Birthplace: Canada 
Occupation: Hotel Keeper 
Parents: Peter Martin - Residence - Not known 

Mother - Unknown 
Date of Record: 02/05/06 
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On the Little Harbor Road situated 
on Lake Michigan, is some property 
that was known as Venus years ago, 
now known as Miami Beach, it was 
owned by the Hruska family. 

In the early 1940 r s William 
Sellman, would use his flat-bed 
truck to transport local families 
to the grounds for a Sunday 
picnic . 

. He charged $1. 00 a family, which 
included beer and pop for the 
family. The adult men played 
games and burlap sack races, etc. 

(7A /~--· _ The mothers got the opportunity to 
~'visit with other women, swap 

recipes, and more than likely, 
gossip. Many didn't own cars, so 

1) this was ideal entertainment. 

I <j' / 0 Unfortunately, one day a man 
--- appeared at the door of Mr. 

Sellman's home, identifying 
himself as a State Liquor agent, 
to inquire if he had a liquor 
license to buy beer for the 
outings, which of course he did 
not. That was the end of 
refreshments. The Manistique 
merchants on Thursday afternoon 
closed their stores and met at 
Venus for a picnic. I was able to 
go as a guest of Barkers Bakery 
and thoroughly enjoyed these 
outings. 
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