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TIIO\ll'SO:\ BJ(; Film 

Th<' sill' of till' ll'orst fire in Thompson 
hist or\' \1·;1s about .1 ,. mile west of the 
1·ill:q!t' The firl' occurred in the fall of 1909 
11 h\'n I II o ml'n 11 l're clearing land and 
burning brush. A sudden blast of wind 
c;1u,-;t•d thl'm to losl' control of their brush 
fin• ;111d it sprl'ad quickly to the east. 
:hrl'alt'ning till' entire village. 

Vt':1ring the ll'orst as the , high wind 
L·on:inut'd to hl<m. the people of the village 
p:1cked thl'ir belongings and plac.e<l them 
in front of their homes. Company teams 
11t·rt' coming to take them to the train and 
!io:1:s for s;ift•kcl'ping. 

< lnt' \ oung l;1dy II hen told to pack her 
poss('ssions fc,1rc<:f lhl' loss of her new 
cln!IH's . Thl' lad\ . who still lives in 
\l:111istiq1il'. put on hdr seven new skirts 
:ind 11·cm' them . One man complained 
IHT,1usc' his neighbor wouldn ' t carry his 
pi:1110 to till' docks and _place it on I-he 
·-:1ndsu~·kt•r for safckeepit1g. The sand-
-.;11ckc•r 11',ls ;1 small boat used to keep the 
clq1!ll of 11,1ter in the h,arbor deep enough 
for ho;its to leave 11·hcn loaded . Moving the 
cm,·~- pigs. and chickens -were a lso a · 
problt•m . . . 
· The fin•. department from Manistique 

Mrs. Hasell Osterhout 

11as calll'<l. The truck became stuck in the 
sand half ll'ay to Thompson. A local young 
man quickly took a company team and 
11'l'nt to thl' rcscu'e. 

S11·t•<ll' Tmrn on La ke l\lichigan was 
dirl'clll' in thl' path of the fire. l\1any of the 
rt'sidl'nts took their carpets. rugs. and 
ht•;11·>· quilts and placed them on the roofs 
of thl'ir homl's. Thev formed a bucket 
hrigadt• and kept every th ing soaked. This 
s,i\'(•d ,ill thl'ir homes. 

On l>· 1\'11('11 thl' 11ind changed on the 
s<•conct <lay. <lid the residents get any relief 
from thl' smokl' and burning embers . The 
11·ind turrll'd at ;) p.m. and reversed its 
p:1th Tlw villagl" 11as saved. The flames 
h:1d a ln•act>· jum ped the Li ttle Harhor 
Ho;1d and ll'cre :300 feet from the homes. 

T IIO\ll'SO:\ l:\IH:\ i\'S 

Ont' of the more prominent Indians in 
Thompson Townshi p was Indian Paul and 
11·ift• squa11· Mary. Their last name was 
. \g-Wa-Na-Re. They lived on Murphy 
C'n•l'k. Ind ian Paul was a well educated 
Indian. Squaw Mary came to town every 
tll'o 11ecks on the loggi ng train to get 
groccril's. She. carried them in a backp;:ick. 
and 11alkl'<l 11 1 mi les to their camP. from 

1 

lhl' track . Thl'>' also hact t11·0 cuh bears 
11·hieh 11·l'rr tamr. Later. ll'hen the:,· gre·11· 
lo in,iturity . the Department of Natural 
lll'sciurces required Indian Paul to release 
thl'm. Tlw:· had one daughter named 
.\licl'. 11·ho died ll'hen 12 :.:ears of age. They 
IIL'l'l' thl'n ,liY ing on 8th Street in 
\lanistique. 

In tlll'sr earlier >·ears the Indians came 
to '.\lanistiqul' to purchase their needs. One 
group purchased one of the first 
phonographs . It 11as sold by the A.S. 
Putnam Company Drug Store. These 
phonographs usl'<l a cylinder type record. 
Thl' Ind ians purchased one record . at a 
timl'. sonwti11ws making tll'o trips a day to 
till' ctrug .store for records. l\ly hushanct 
ll'ho 11orked at the A.S. Putnam Drugs. 
<iuring his high school years. sold them 
the ir first phonograph . 

.\IHHTIO:\S .\:\I) COHHECTIO~S 

Pat Quinl ,111 Oll'nc<l the Shamrock Hotel . 
Thr >·ok<• ma<lP for hauling water hact a 
111 o foot shotil<lcr extension with a 11" inch 
l>;1nd of stl'cl on the end. The two men 
c11f I ing tit' cuts h:· broad ax were Sam and, 
l .ou Bouschor. 

Captain Tighe moved fron : Thompson to 
tlw Bursa11· Crel'k and built the first clocks 

' i i : ' IT \!rs . . \nnit• lll'1' ric ll'as the first 
111 d 11ifl': '.\!rs. '.\lcDonal<l 11·as the first 
Ill llnl'r. ,rnct !\lrs. Emma Farley 1rns the 
fi rs t S(';llllSll'l'SS. 

Thcrl' 1Y,is a Tho111pson House cigar 
111;1dl' h\· \'ic anct l\ ick Deemer. The first 
g;1s pu1i1p in Thompson 11as installect by 
~:;1nda r<l Oil in 19:l:! at James Herro's 
~tort' . \\'.T.S. Cornell ·11·as the Count,· 
S1qwrintl'n<lent. Thr Orr brothers had lhP 
firs! mt';1t market. Thr first house built in 
~11t•rk Tml'll 11.·as 1\essman 's. Onl' of tlw 
first lodgl's \las thl' .J.H. Allison. Tent No. 
::111!.;()T!\l-Knights of Thompson l\lacca-
1,, ,t·s 

Tht• .S,1h·;1tion.\rn1> startl'<l in Dog Tmrn 
:1l'ross from till' Fish llatcher>·· Thr 
11 0111t'll in thl' organization ,11·ere ;l\Jrs. 
Sl'n•rs . !\!rs . l'il'rce. • and l\lrs . .Ja111l's 
ll ixon 

This compll'tl'S 111>· histor>· of Tho111pson. 
1 11 ish to sincl'rrh· thank evl'r·1·one for all 
tlw information.· pictures. a;1<l articll's 
11 hich ha1·t• gl'nerousl>· been given to me. I 
11ould !)(' inll'restect in receiving additional 
information on Thompson veterans. 

ln closing. I 11·ish to dedicate this history 
of Thompson to_all those people who lived 
;111d 11 orkect cturing those pioneer <lays and 
11 ho so successfully shaped a future for all 
to enjoy . 


