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Contributed by International Delta Kappa Gamma Society - Alpha Mu Chapter 

Miss Adeline Wager decided to retire in 1952, after many years in the Grosse Pointe School System, the hue and cry was great! Parents, teachers, and children were dismayed to learn that their beloved Miss Wager was leav-ing her career as a kindergarten teacher. Parents whose older children had her as a teacher said vehemently of their younger child, "but Susie or Frankie Just must have Miss Wager." Kerby school parents dedicated their final P, T. ·A. meeting of the year to her. Dert Wicking, President of the Board of Education, paid tribu~e to her for her outstanding work for more than a quarter of a century in the Grosse Pointe Schools. Miss Wager was presented with a silver service und orchids, D.nd Mr. Wiclcing said, in part, "It is im.iossible for us to estimate the g<Jcd 4ualities of character and citizenship that she has instilled ir. ch:..:;.dren and the important role she has played in the development of the lives of these young people. We do know, however, that her influence has been great.• 

The reasons for the widespread regret at the loss of this veteran teacher were many; first, she is an outstanding kindergarten teacher -she loves and understends five-year-olds as few people do, second, her greatest characteristic is gentleness, with a quiet smile, soft voice, and a patient, even temperament - and these are qualities most desired in a kindergarten teacher. She is tall and slender, with Yery blue eyes with a permanent twinkle, and alYays wears lovely, tailored. clothes in soft blues, greys, and dark red. 

Miss Wager's parents imlliigrated from Sweden to Michigan's Upper Pen-insula, where she was born and raised in the little town of Thompson. When she entered school at the age of seven, she could speak only a few words of English. How bewildered and lonely she felt when her father left for she could not understand the teachers or her classmates. Her early school experiencea sho11 a sharp con:trai;t between today's discipline and that of earlier days. A classmate, George, was severely Yhipped with a birch switch in front of all the pupils. As the teacher struck the lad a twig broke off and hit another chHd in the eye . There was no severe injury, fortunately, nor eny parental protest! Miss Wager remembers vi-vidly the pranks her ·classme.tes played , Alice, who sat behind her, could crawl under the seats and poke the children in the legs with a long hat pin, Though the yollllgsters screamed, the teacher never learned what hap-pe:ied. On April Fool's Dey SC>lrie of the boys would be most generous with their bags ot candy, As the children bit into this treat they discovered it vas a cruel Joke - not the anticipated candy but hunks of tobacco cov-ered with chocolate . The day following Ballowe 'en many pupils were late ,at the little school at Thompson tor they depended u~on the ringing of tne school bell to warn them, Ivery year, however., pranksters would climb up to tbe bell tower and tie tbe rope ao tbe bell could not ring the next ~-
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Fror.i her chllclhood e··.ier. 
Swedish custo1:1s observed ~n h ... en~es she re..-.c.::be:;:s too, ..any o"' th 1 
taught to wr:. te the Swedi-'h laer ome Where, cf course, she s -,~•-., ~~dovely 
wa li h - nguage On Ct . , ... " ··~ ... , was ys ;; ted on the tree and W' ndow . , J ... s ~mas e,.-e candles were al 
they watched the glowlng candl;s _s ... ;ls.,As the family ate their dinn;r 
fare for Christmas eve - lutfisk·s The~r ... r.ner was traditional Swedish , 
rice pudding. Hiss Wager rememb erve W.1.th allspice and, for eesert 
Thompson Creek at the age off ers, too, being saved from drowning 1~ the 
ened the town. our, and the severe forest fire Which threat-

When she was seventeen 
girl, in the wooded, isolat;da~o~;~~;t~~i!~ c;ne top this shy, quiet, gentle 
Vised by the county school . . e PPer eninsula. She was ad.-
nations Which Were . · . COlllr.l is sioner to try the state teacher's exam1-
lasted two do. s dgiven in the county courthouse each S?ring. These tests 
thogra • Y an covered many subjects s~ch as arithmetic, E;ram:nar, or-
hygi ,>~' gdeogra;ihy, history, civil government, penmanship phys , olo=, ene, rea in" school law d th d ' - .,,, ' 
three R . G , o.n eory an art of teaching. In addition 
s ti f e~d::.ng Circle books had to be studied and questions based on them 
b:tws ac ori ly answered. The questions she was asked were: (1) Distinguish 

een a sc~ool_te~cher and a man or woman who teaches school; (2) What 
are the dist i nguishing characteristics of the vitalized teacher? 

She passed With flying colors and became a teacher i n Schoolcraft 
County in 1907 . Her salary was thirty-five dollars a month for six months 
and Within five years she was earning sixty dollars per month for a ten ' 
month term. Her first school was two and a half miles from t own which she 
walked morning and evening becauGe in those days only the wealthy could 
afford automobiles. Winter months were rugged - deep snow and bitter cold 
made the five mile trek very long. One Monday morning, after a severe 
snowstorm, she hired a horse and cutter to take her to school. When half 
way there the drifts were so deep the horse and driver turned back, but 
Miss Wager struggled through the drifts to school. Frequently there was-
n't any fire built when she arrived - the farcer boy whose chore it was had 
overslept, so she had to build the fire. All eight grades were in her 
school, but eighth graders received much of the teacher's tine and atten-
tion in those days, for frequently a teacher was Judged by the success or 
failure of these children. all eighth graders had to pass state examina-
tions at the county courthouse, and much time was spent on preparation for 
these important tests. 

During these early years ot teaching there were two severe forest 
fires. During the first ot these, she dismissed the pupils froc school in 
rd that t"- cii;ht help their parents fight the fire. The whole town 0 

er ...... ., fire, Without modern fire-fight-
o • Water was carried from near-
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ould 'be saved, and many soaked 
to keep the sparks from 

g1nga to the outs~irts 
a towu seven ciles 

:t! B;y noon the follow-
llage was uaved. 

•oh.:•a Collece, Nation" 
State University, 

;eate. She vent 
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• .:::;, :a.: .a: ;a.-u ... r u ;1:,~u, ·evS"?r-11'fC-:'l1l"ffri"W-""if-...:;;a;+=-.::-;;;--.:.:,-,,--,.,,--,-;;---,--,------------
OCendant5 of thrcP. Luker broth~rs whoevo e to ttie fll!llily history of de-
tn 163.5. J\ddreoc Lu.l•er Fru.,11::· sett.Slediint Toms River, New Jersey 
So.lt Lult•~ City, Utah: •' !liotorical oc e Y, 852 Eaat 8th South, 

1'h~ St'c'VJJ.rt Clcn lfaco.zine i!I a 4-pai;e monthly newsprint b 11 ti 
cleYoted to thP. histo1·y Md 6ent!alog,J of the Stewart-Stuart f~li e 
.l\.!ner-1<:'l'., "'nil 1" A n>11Rt. f'or anyonP. of that r.ame who 1 h es n ca"" ,. , ,t,, 00 . . • . · s researc in&r. his an-

.,~-~• ,;,~. ~er J~o.r. k1are50 the editor George Edson 801 E Par:, 
S"'....r<1;.?._,, ~')2.r-,+ .. hr: , Ke.nsus. 1 

' • 

c•,,, _Ia yr.,ur ner.ie Hillia:r..s? !1' so, you will want a copy of the William~ 
!:.'.:!-r.cn1;! .• ll.n 1~-paee 1qi:::eogrr.,.;;ihed bulletin Hating many Williams !_. This 
~,ay oe ol•t'• 1nea. -J'?r 10¢ aorl a 1-:;ng stom;:;ed, addresaed envelope. Plans a.·e 
U?J•i.:r ",/O.y 1'~•r ?r£cnize.t1on or ll far.lily llssociotion and probable p-ibll-
cr1tion ,:;f !ln !lrca J.ocator and quurterl:, informational bulletin. Add:-eas 
Johri C!. '1-/ illie.!!1:: , 8112 Lonewillow Lane, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23!.55. 

v K I O N ru:; P. WOMErT TEACHERS Q..1'. 

on to ~.r:-,v:.h i n ~l.::P.r;.in and tl:~n !!:.ovcd to Ee.st. ,Tordan -where she :-.ct ::-~:!.y 
t~ue~1: bu'(; e.1.so he.d. the r cs?cnsil::ilir.:,· of the princi;;ie.lshi;,. I:i :.?:.:-:i :;;,c 
came ,.o Gr·osz,: Pointe. F!'C:!1 ~he Grosse Pointe News of Ma:,· 22, 1952, 1: 
tt.;J.::i !i.d:!a'1·e:::ting quote: "i3r,e ?a:i off'ered a kindercarteri~positicn i;: 
Gros::,e ?oit!1:e ·out rejected 1 t ..:hen the superintendent v~ote th.at. her !1l: -
a:l.g.:1.~~•nt ~roul:i. be 1:-). GroEse Po1nt.e "?arm3." She admits that t.hl! .,,o::-d 
1'f.ir.111:<1 ce.\lBed her to tul":"l d.01.-r. this offer because she he.cl alresd.y had 
enough f-Xperi,,;-nce ::.n fer.:iir.B co=an1ties. She did accept the pcsit-:.c,r, 
whet: une learned ths.t the co=unity w11.s actually urban in character and 
not n:ral. ":!iere ehe became en outsta.ndine; and beloved teacher but r,,ur,i 
til':le t ,:, ~IT! te t,,_To books f'or ltir.dergarten children. Thcugh c_uiet 11:ld U!l-
/lSSl,miue, Iler cpinions e.."ld contributions showed deep thinking and care-
fully thougtt-out. dec.isions. 

Now that she has retirei, she is leadina a pleas~t, rela..~ec. lif~. 
In the i;pr!ng a."1d ~Ullllll1.lr :nonths, she lives in the £ami.ly home iu Thc-c:;,son 
vt-..e·re oh.e c.11.rdG"ns ar>A 111 thrilled ·by spring' s awakening H,ch -:,ee:r . t•:u-i,.e 
the winter she liVl!S in ~lorida where she does oil painting, s16bt-se~ing 
and e-njoys nev tri-tnds, • 
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