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Q/d ho~'tpson Lumber Co. Railroad 
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iJO milci; lung cu1 through the 
1awatha '•n liouM F'r,rr-~t outh I 

- Blg Murphy Lrol,c and eaHlc : 
• 1. lf'isn R,w-r, thl'tl nml.;c:. l 

,, ~b W u' 1 tow;irclh thn tmv,1 ,;,I 
:Ch nmµ~"" 

_The .C!t;:cn .,·:dh, ovequ·,,wu I ' 
· _11;; '" ,1.Cta1,ion ol .30 ,vcars, , ~ ;;U I ,:-1 

f "•' · ri:mains t ,I · hf' Thompson ;, Ji 
Lurnbc-r_ Comp,, ny railroad. Rep- f\ 
n, .. irr,t.w e af lo;, ·n1; roada or it6 I 
lcla),·, _:he Tho11.11_,son line scn.'ed al 

1ulll m Thotnpson o\'J ncc'I by the 
nuw o:cthict Delta Lumber Com- ..,, .,. .. _...., . .,..,. 

pan~: . 1 

I 
Thi.• ramt Pflth throu,!'h the tor-

e t. a11cl photo1:u,aphn. are all that 
remai.., of the rnill·oad :ror a 

I fu1•mcr "'ll/(i11ce1·, Frank Voisl.ne o! 
I t:his city, -'Ind Charles Faulk~c1· 
f 11Jso oI tb111 cit;v. once a ni.sh1: 
w otc}una,1 on lhe l'oad. 

J ~t'o ·s r;::i Linc 
Crn,~hg tlt a SI. Paul, .MJnnca-

/ 11s aJ1 d Sault Sto . .Made line- nt 
,.-"1,u.wtJon, thC" Thom pEon road 

ffr, t c;, -turfed 12 miles Lo fn-
~-;:~;ao River. r,,, the e;trly f.Jppel.' 

, 'l:'en,lt Hu:a loggln~ days the so:tt-
woud:- t·ome <'lriwn th\: river t o this 
te,-min:ll. . 

I Aft1•1' ll1t 11 1 1, ti[ {Ii, CCOlLll I 
lo,e;(!t!t'-. I ,r:u, lu hunbc-r hard - I 
woods and lhi, rnil:road e>:.tendccl , 

,, 

it.0 lfoe-., nunh b ,ut 20 mile~. One I 

b l 
'fJfOll:IPSON I ENGlNE-Piciu1•cd In 11!04 wncn Lea.rung oui. of ilte "ab fs 011 ... nAAr Loul• l"ugh 

rane: 1 went po.st 'J."huncier Lake ·, d th Th " " ' , ' 
IL serve (: omsp<m Jogging r,1 llrna<l, the w_lnlc Frank Vosiue, Manistique, stand.~ behind 

anrl ended 01, the west glde ot the above loconi)ilve wiis an ta~ton H. K. l?ol'ter, hun as fireman. To the rear right Is conductor 

Big '.M urprr,>-. 'l'htl othe,· crossed Ii hauled ir-lc,ads of :<oft wood to and from Chnrles Estelle while Andtew Smith ~tnnds in 

( the Mut•ph_l' und tcrrulnuted at the Illd!an Riv 1: for the Delta Lumbe1· Company. the rear-lel'l. 

1

Northwourl. Club 11ear E:'lgle Lake. 
Oxen , kiclcicd the hardwoods make the I ardwood round-Mp L1•acks was 11 4~-ton Manche$Lc:,,• the 'rhomµson {reighl h:,d 1i1 ";,it, I 

!!·urn the J,,1·c~t,- to cl~trin.c?r. where uttei· those , peratlons bP.gan clur- Blood. howevci·. I 

' h,m:;e-pO\\'Cl't:d Rleighi: wn-uld load Ing 1905-06. \ , Steul 'l'racks At times the t1:11cks w,,ulc be I 
f.llld ctil't the lo1;s io ,he irains. Five Jor;om':\'ives, at til·. t uRlng Van•ylng in weight, ihe s(aud- l11id on snow and the 1ilnbc1 I 

'fhe ~11.!i(ih~ would ottr,n C.:[11'1'.Y wood for fuel, 11re111' the cal'lo;icl~ al'cl-gnuge ~lecl tracks W<!l'e sei. w ould have to be he.u led before 

, more tlu,11 a large lo,Vging tl'UCk of Jogs, The ! i'f!in engll1e bougl1l un tics lhRt hacl base of sand. the spring thaws. Voisine l'emcm-

hAuli- toctuy. lo sfat'L the yonci w11i: a 1line-ro11 No !(l'adlng was clone lo prepare be1·ecl one time when he cl1·0, c 

Dul'lll/l . c,ft woucl duys thu en- wood-bur ner. rn\t81l2 an 18-ton the roncl. 'l'he l1·acks we1•e scrap• the Porter north l'rom 1'l1<,mpsun 

em~ p11llud three cw·~ c.,J white H . K. J?oi-ter model1
'~b ~hipped lo µed in t02:t in the mornini: only LO 1·uo into 

pine. 'J'h men had ro muke ,:o Thompnon hy sch oner 1' I' o m An enginee1°'f crew on the line a blizximl north of the; junction. 

many , 
11

p ~_, the miJl dul'Jllg the fr Mackinaw Cit.v a.rte · making a c:on~isled ot a !ireman. two brak!!- Ocep Suow • 

,,, .. anrl h u'I a ccrt
11

i
11 

nu.nhe1· trip from Philadelph, m en nnd a conductor. The 'I'homp~ The s110,1; became \'e1",I' deep. he, 

r, car:- t• ch Ill', The Portei· Wfl/1 a \ "dtc·_h-f ,!"pe I 
fiOll hfld croRsing ri,:!hts over the recalled, .ind then the ln,·nmo;ive 

~" Sc•ltedult• ,engine, la.r;i to rx• nolr1\ 11ftcr Lhc lsoo ,lt11e at: the junction when the bec<101e stuck 111 the snow. rhc 

T!-.c- \ri-ti, r; did 1tol 
11111 011 11 'Ji n e vm~ , .Jb;111d•,nLCI in~J92:l. It 1 ~on?.lictio,f(. ~rains were in an equal men took Lur~~ wakblnii tor .. a_n-

1 I I 
.... ,, .• ,•~.rl• ,. ,, en,'" •an; lt>tE'I', t·l11sr-i. jotber locomo_ the due- on the hacks. 

,c:h<1du!e, '!' IC uwn Ul'Wl !y d r ,1 • n •. ' ' . ' I 
c:c frc.,m ,; ~. m. lo midnight It •, , 11 and a I [n e ll'er-1. the:: Thomp~n 1·oacl had lal.N· that mght. 

11 

•dcr W C Jm le\C lht·fr ,, ·ork, .Pay ·cf in tJ1c 1r·ccedcnt whenever bo(h lineF Whe11 the c1·eW a11•oke the _next 

L line. The I ere haulinp, r1·el,11ln or a11~• kh.d I n1 o r n i ,1 l: _i.01.1w , 11·1<~ bigger 

am<,?111r;<I to ~:U0 J>t:ot· clsl~•- ) on tbc 11 a Soo p11bscmger (l•Qin wus clue 1tb11n the m gltle. Jo,11:,ntually th~ , 

'1 "o ~on.& day11 were rcquur.d to \ 
\ 

; ,:her l1'iiill \Vl1' ~1:en belcblng . 

•' bluck ,m1uke clowu the Lr_11ck. 11t1cl 

I' I.he b1i:tzal'd was Ktill rn&Jng. 
VoMne tc11:1·ed that the o1lw1: 

eHgl11e woulcl wr.::ck the . lli:' '':I \ 
Ptn·tc1·. Beit•re the oncv1,1i,1g. ~u<:~- . 
inoti,·<, reached the fi r~t I ,·am it • , t JO rnllcd \n • the Kuo,v. B~t11 
,~cl'; furced to wait u11til the bhi.• 
za1:d stopped a'•1d th<,,n ~h1wckcl I 

theii- way cleut I 

\ 
I 


