The Cook’s in
the Kitchen

by Doris Holmstrom

Gail, Stephanie Mathson and Duke

Gail Mathson keeps buéy

Gail Mathson is as busy as the prover-

a wife and mother. I get very tired and I
bial beaver and truly the envy of every

with them, feed them, water them and talk
1o them. | knuvl each plant individually.”
individually.”

She and her husband Pete also set aslde
al least two nights 2 week to ge out a:
couple or as a family. Some weekends they
spend at his parent's house on Thunder
Lake. Even so, she said, **We don’t get to
do_as much as we'd like to do together.”

That's not likely to change. Pete was
elected to the city council recently.

T was all for it!" she said. “We had
talked about it beforehand, but he hadn’t
said anything definite until, one day, he
came nto the bank with the signed
petiticn! I said, Are you serious? But, yes,
1 was all for it.

“‘There were things going on that he
didn’t like, but, rather than complain, he
wanted to get out and do something and he
wants 0 see younger people take an
interest in city government. He wanted to
do his part.

“'Tknow Pete’s an honest person and that
he'll do the best job he can, in the best
interest of the community."”

Right now. Mathson said, her only
invelvement in city government is through
her husband.

“He talks everything over with me and I
read over all the agendas. He asks my
opinion, and that makes me feel good. If 1
wasn't working, I would get more in-
volved. Depending on how the next few
vears go, 1 just may want to run.”

To date, however, her only involvement
in government al any level was as a
student in high school and college, where
the two first met.

“Pete s from Manistique, but I came lrum
Lansing. We both attended Central Michi-
gan University.

When he graduated, she quit school, they
were married and moved to Manistique.
She loves the people here, she said. She
loves people in general.

“I've never had.any problem getting
along with people. When I was young my
father was in the State Police and we
moved around a lot. I had to learn to like
people. I told myself I'd have to give a lot
and not always expect too much in return.
I want people to like me and I work at it."”

She also works at getting people to enjoy
her cooking. Why, if she had the time, she
said; she could spendall day in the kitchen.

A favorite of both her and her husband is
spaghetti.

““But, Pete’s easy to please. I prefer to
cook main dishes, but I have to fix things
that are fast durmg the week He'll settle
for hamburgers or hotdogs.”

If husband’s position on the city council
means more Saturday night entertaining,
she says, “I'd like to think I could make
fancy things, like hors d’ oeuvres, salads
and small sandwiches.”

The recipes she chose to share with
Tribune readers follow:

SOUR CREAM COFFEE CAKE
2 sticks oleo
1 % cup sugar

2 eggs
1 cup sour cream

_ Earning bachelor’s degrees f

Area Scandinavians
plan festival

The date for a Midsummer Festival,
June 26, was set al a meeting last week of
area Scandinavians interested in Bicen-
tennial participation. Plzns for the event
will continue at the group next mneeting at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 19, in Augus-
tana Hall.

Program chairman will be Mrs. Julius
Settergren. Mrs. William Storvik will
oversee plans for a smorgasbord. For
additional information on the Midsummer
Festival or the May 19 meeting, area
Scandinavians are asked to call Mrs. John
Vaugh. Rey. Ingmar Levin, Ed Jorgensson
or Agner Dehlin,

Young and old alike are urged to
participate.

Local students
graduate from

NMU

Students from Manistique, Gulliver and
Fayette were among the 756 receiving
degrees during May 8 commencement
exercises at Northern Michigan Univer-
sity in Marquette.

m
Manistique were: Kathy Broullire, nur
ing education: Sharon Frederickson, ele-
mentary education: Eileen Mathson,
speech pathology; Larry Roberts, liberal
arts; Elizabeth Slining, elementary edu-
cation; Patricia Slining, elerentary edu-
cation; Marsha Snellenberger, mentally
handlupped and David Waters, liberal
arts.

Also receiving bachelor’s degrees were:
Kathryn Dalgord, Fayette, criminal jus-
tice; and Mary Richey, Gulliver, mentally
handicapped.

The annual spring commencement
exercises were the 76th in Northern’s
history.

Isabella news

A bizaar and card party wiil be held at
the Isabella Grange Hall. The bizaar will
be starting at 1:30 p.m. and the card party
is scheduled to start at 7:30 p.m. Everyone
is invited. This event is sp by St

Welcome Wagon
holds meeting

The Welcome Wagon Club met May 3, at
the home of Rosemary Paulson. The main
item on the agenda was the election of new
officers. Elected were: president Amber
Thompson: vice-president, Linda Ger-
mann; secretary, Rosemary’ Paulson;
treasurer, Irene Earl corresponding sec-
retary-historian, Linda Mason; and mem-
bership chairperson, Jean Barber

The club decided to have periodic
informal cofiee hours for the newcomers
in town. These coffee hours are not to be
confused with regular club meetings. They
will be attended by only iwo regular
Welcome Wagon Club members. The
purpose of the coffee hours is to enable the
newcomers to get (o know one another as
well as become informed about the
Welcome Wagon Club and our commurity.
The June coffee hour will be held on tl
st at the home of Diane Hentschell. 1
Mason will Le co-hostess. The July cotfee
hour will be held on the 19th at the home of
Judy Fridtz. Cohostess will be Jean
Barber. Linda Germann will host the
August 23 coffee hour. Amber Thompson
will be the co-hostess.

A beach party is planned for Saturday,
August 7,4 p.m. at Rodger’s Park for club
members and their spouses. Food and
beverages will be provided for a nominal
fee. A rain date is scheduled for Saturday,
August 14th. The beach party committee

consists of Judy Fritz, Carol Thompson,
and Jean Barber.

e next official meeting will be
September 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of
Mrs. Cindy Pawley. All members are
asked to bring handmade or homebaked
articles to auction. Proceeds will go to the
club treasury.

Any new person in the Manistique area
who has been called on by the Welcome
Wagon hostess may join the Welcome
Wagon Club by calling the membership
chairperson, Jean Barber at 341-2887.
Anyone wishing to be called on by
Welcome Wagon may call the hostess,
Cindy Pawley, at 311-6233.

Junior-Senior Prom
to be held
this Saturday

‘The Junior-Senior Prom will be held this
Saturday evening at the high school. This
is the big formal dance of the year and is
planned and sponsored by the Junior class
They have worked all week decorating the
gymnasium

The theme this year is “Stairway to
Heaven.” The band is the “U.S.S. Us"
from Iron Mountain.

Tickets for the dance are $6.50 per
ceuple and can be obtained in the office at
school. The dance will be from 9 to 12 p.m.
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get very little time to myself. The only | S i
working wife and mother. * 2 cup it

Visiting with her Monday, after she’d
put in a full day's work at the First
National Bank, we found her, her 2 year
old daughter and her house all looking

time I can really get ..aything done is after
Stephanie goes to bed.”
Sne’s not complaining, however. "Midst

“all of that she’s learned to relax either by

reading, embroidering or taking care of

2 cups flour
% teaspoon soda
% teaspoon baking powder

Topping:

beautiful
“I'm busy every minute,” she said. “I
work full time and that's hard when you’re

her plants.
“Taking care of the plants relaxes me! T
really need it at the end of the day. I play
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Welker's Lodge Resort
* ANNOUNCES
ANNUAL OPENING
of our RESTAURANT
and GIFT, SHOP* MAY 15 & 16

Specials - Prizes Smorgasbord Sunday
noon - 8 p.m.
~ Armed Forces Day May 15
Active Duty and Retired Military
Yeprice Saturday
GRAND MARAIS
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1 puund round steak cut in istrips then
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’See the largest furniture and appllance showroom
SOFAS

- .

Mix together 4 tsps. sugar
4 teaspoons cinnamon j
% cup nuts I

Beat first three ingredients until fluffy.
Grease and flour tube pan. Pour layer of
dough, then pour remainder of dough and
and remainder of topping mix. Put in cold
oven. Set temperature at 33 degrees.
Bake for 55 minutes.

MUSHROOM STEAK

sliced very thin against grain
1 pound fresh mushrooms, sllctd
2 tablespoons oil
1 teaspoen salt
% teaspoon pepper
1 onion, minced
1 clove garlic minced
% cup stock
2 tablespoons cornstarch
2 teaspoons soy satce
¥ cup water

Heat oil. Add beef. Season With salt and .
pepper. Add onion and garlic. Str until
meat is brown. Put in mushrooms and
stock. Cover and cook 10 minutes. Blend
together cornstarch, soy sauce and water.
Add to pan. When juice thickens turn turn
off heat and serve .over! rice. Four
servings. Serve with mssea salad and
dinner rolls.

Camera Club to meet

Manistique Camera Club wl]l hold their
monthly meeting at Zion Lutheran Church, .
May 19th at 7:00. All interested people in
photography are welcome. |

|

LOVESEATS

s

Jump

OUT OFBED

HIT THE SHOWER
BRUSH THEIR TEETH
FIX BREAKFAST
PACK LUNCHES
KISSTHE KIDS
HITTHE ROAD
PARK THE CAR
PUNCH THE CLOCK
(with o Smile)
and s ‘

OPEN THE DOORS
Just hoping

youll come in..

So we can help you with your Financial
Plans.

The FRIENDLY- Bank
. NOW TWO OFFICES TO SERVE YOU
MAINOFFiCE BRANCH OFFICE

FIRST Downtown Manistique In Garden

NATIONAL BANK

WHERE PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS Il’APDR‘!ANT
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National Hospital Week
observed

Some of us fail to realize that hospitals do more than care for us
when we're sick. They provide health education information and
patient education programs that can help us maintain our health or
that can assist us in dealing more effectively with ongoing health
problems. In return. each of us have a responsibility to take
advantage of the health information available, and to do what is
nee 'y to stay healthy.

D < the week of May 9-15, Schooleraft Memorial Hospital will
be joining with the nation’s 7.000 hospitals, and the American
Hospital Association in the observance of National Hospital Week.
In this period of bicentennial awareness. this vear's National
Hospital Week theme. “Healthy Birthday. America!™ seems
altogether fitting and appropriate. We can take pride in the qualil
of health care services in our community and in our nation. Yet
during this celebration, Schoolcraft Memorial Hospital hopes to do
more than hlight our upcoming birthday observance and its
many quality health care programs. During this observance,
hespitals across the nation will be encouraging each American to
take a moment (o think about his own health.

Today, many health care experts are joining hospitals in
suggesting that a way to improve each individual's health is to
increase his awareness of what he can do to improve or stabilize his
own state of health. Health economist Victor Fuchs writes in his
new hook, Who Shall Live?, “The greatest current potential for
improving the health of the American people is to be found in what
they do and don't do to and for themselves. Individua! decisions
about diet, exercise and smoking are of critical importance...”

Supporting Mr. Fuchs' contention, recent studies have shown
that life expectancy and better health care are significantly reiated
toa number of basic individual habits including: three meals a day

atregular times, breakfast every day, moderate exercise, seven or
eight hours of sleep each night, no smoking, maintenance of a
moderate weight level, and no alcohol or alcohol in moderation.

Accordingly, during this year's National Hospital Week,
Schooleraft Memorial Hospital is urging you to think about your
own health. Think about participating in the health education or
health screening programs offered through your hospital and your
community. and think about contributing to your own well being by

adopting a more health-conscious life stvle.

‘Working together

ou and Schoolcraft Memorial Hospital can

help guarantee that all of American's furture birthdays will be
healthy ones, and that you will be there to.share them.

by Frank Senger

—Publisher’s corner

Politicians clog the system

1t’s getting more and more expensive to
communicate through the mails, but that
fact hasn't stopped itici from

In his release, Mr. Elsman takes some

politically conservative stands, notably
against “‘welfare  cheats’’ an

spreading their contradictory messages
with the help of the U.S. Postal Service.A
day never passes thal we don’t have a half
dozen of more “news releases” from

budgets.” It's
ironic, then, that Mr. Elsman would favor
postage-free - delivery of newspapers,
ostensibly to aid the survival of small-
stensibl LR

ington and Lansiny that
eross our desk. All of them are mailed free
r at government expense clogging the
postal system with mostly useless and
unwanted nonsense. Now there’s James
Leonard Elsman of Birmingham, a USS.
L?xnale candidate who tempts weekly
ewspaper editors into printing a release
n his candidacy with a classified ad and
apolitical position.

“Especially,” Mr. Elsman says, “I am
Jagainst any postage on your publications
j2oing through the U.S. mails. The freedom
b the press which you represent is one
legitmale subsidy of the Government.

bociety, as the dailies and TV can easily be
fontrolled by large sell-interest, and are,
ndeed, increasingly owned by fewer and
ewer. In regards political reporting, they
end to cover only the tired old incumbent
boliticiars and neglect the new faces like
Inyself, no matter what the merits.”
Such flattery! And an ex-weekly news-
baper owner, Mr. Elsman obviously knows
ow the bread is buttered: he offers to
lace a classified ad seeking workers for
is campaign and “bill me personally.”

a move
would be enormously expensive to the
postal service, and would make the dream
of balanced government budgets even
more elusive.

And who would qualify for a mail
subsidy? Could large publications with
more financial resources use the savings
to snuff out smaller ones?

The second-class postal privilege that
The Reporter and other publications enjoy
already has been ¢riticized as a form of
government subsidy of the print media.
Postal rates under the inexpensive permit
are far below that the average citizen pavs

Vour. existence is so crucial to our free ! (0 send first class and third class mail to

remove all postal charges for newspapers
would blatantly subsidize the press-a
situation that would portend more govern-
ment intimidation.

Better that Mr. Elsman and other
political hopefuls favor a shorter waiting
period before a second-class permit can be
obtained after a publication is launched.
But there’s nothing wrong with the press
helping to pay its own way with the mails
even if the low rate is only enough to
placate a guilty conscience.

If It Fitz

Wife in the big city

by Jim Fitzgerald

The TV news competition has become
tougher for Sonny Eliot and Jerry Hodak
and their various anchors. I hope they
don’t blame me.

When friends asked why I moved this
column-wriiing operation to Detroit, I used
to tell them it was to be nearer gorgeous
Marilyn Turner. I don't tell them that
anymore.

uess everyone knows Marilyn is the
weather gal for TV Channel 7. handsome
Hodak performs the same chore for
Channel 2, and Sonny yucks about rain for
Channel 4. Everyone also knows Marilyn is
having domestic troubles with her hus-
band John Kelly, an anchor man for
Channel / news.it's been in all the
newspapers that he moved into his own
apartment. The Marine News headline
said “Anchor’s Away.""

What is not as widely known is that I've
been in love with Marilyn Turner for

Weekly Special

Castro in Africa

by Jack Andersont “With

vears. even back when she was on Channel
3. before Hodak was old enough to forecast
the days of the week.

Peuple i my 0id hometo!
my secred about 15 mont
ilyn and Kelly were
‘s first pu

banquet 15
interesiing speech and then invited g
m the floor I asked him if his wi
was going 10 stay for d:

Marilyn wore a porous
revealed an enchanting
she stood in the right light. I fallowed her
everywhere. holding the right light for my
photographer. That week I published four

Joe Spear

WASHINGTON - Fidel Castro is at it
again.

Secret intelligence reports claim that
Cuban advisers are training African
guerrillas in Mozambique for operations
against white-ruled Rhodesia. Intelligence
sources say, however, there is no evidence
that Cuban troops are crossing into
Rhodesia to take part in the actual
combat.

Castro, of course, caused an inter-
national stir by sending combat troops iato
Angola. The intelligence reports estimate
that between 13,000 and 14,000 crack Cuban
troops are still stationed there. Some are
helping the new rulers root out rival
guerrillas from the rugged

traveled to the Soviet Union in March.
They were picked up and questioned by the
KGB secret police after they leit the home
of scientist Alexander Lerner. When they
returned to their hotel, they found that
their room had been ransacked.

The Leisches thought they had left all
this behind after they returned home. But
Greg Leisch received a phone call from a
man who introduced himself as Mr.
Schneider and identified himself as a State
Department official.

He explained that the Soviet Union had
lodged a complaint about their activities.
He was sympathetic. But he said he would
have to ask a few routine questions: What

section of the country. But their main
purpose, apparently, is to deter any
counter-offensive until the country is
stabilized.

American intelligence agencies -have
also detected the movement of Cuban
troops from Angola back to Cuba. One
report interprets this as an indication.that
Castro is withdrawing some of his men.But
other intelligence sources suggest the
Cuban troop movements are merely
rotations, not withdrawals.

Unhappy Hookers: The Internal Re-
venue Service is cracking down on the
world’s oldest profession. The tax agents
want to make sure that the government
gets its share of the earnings of New York
City's call girls.

Somehow, the fax men got hold of one
girl’s little black book. The ladies of the
night often refer clients to one another. So
the book contained alist of New York
City's finest, and most expensive, pro-
stitutes. 8

This let the agents to the girl's bank
accounts. The tax men discovered, incred-
ibly, that many regular clients paid by
check. The check stubs, therefore, led to
some sheepish clients.

At this point, the story gets a little
sticky. The Feds confronted the clients
with the awful truth and asked them to
attest to how much they had paid the girls.
It was an awkward situation, to say the
least, for several married clients.

One of the girls is highly indignant. It is
unfair, she told us, that she has to pay
more taxes. The money will be used, she
avowed, to hire more vice cops to interfere
with her profession.

KGB Call?: The Soviet Union often
harasses  Jewish-Americans who  visit
Russia. But now, the campaign of intimi-
dation has apparently reached into the
United States. .

For example, Greg and Nancy Leisch

~Remember when
| Back through the years

from Tribune files

or were they
carrying messages for? Who were these
messages intended for? What did the
messages say?

Leisch said he carried no messages. But
the conversation struck him as a-bit odd.
The questions, for example, were virtually
the same as those asked by the secret
police in Russia.. [

So he did some checking. He called the
State Department. He discoverad that they
had no Mr.-Schneider and that the Soviets
had lodged no complaint.

Apparently, the mysterious Mr. Schnei-
der was a KGB agent here in the United
States, assigned to gather information on
Soviet Jews. The FBI is now investigating.

Brazilian Torture: Grim documents
from Brazil, at the risk of death, tell a
gruesome story of inhuman torture.

happened on April 1, the 12th
anniversary of the coup that brought the
military dictatorship to power. To cele-
brate, -the Air Force brass in Recife
dragged four political prisoners from their
cells. Hoods were tied over their heads.
They were thrown into a military vehicle
and delivered to the Air. Force police
barracks.

There, they were put through the most
hideous torture. These men were no threat:
to the government, just helpless prisoners
who had already been locked up. Yet they
were tortured anyway, just for the
amusement of the brass.

We have reported repeatedly on the
torture tactics in Brazil. So what is the
United. States doing about it? Not much.
Last February, Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger went to Brazil and signed an
agreement with the military rulers.

It read, in part, that “No two peoples in
the world hold humar. dignity in higher
regard than the American and Brazilian
peoples.”

But it seems that the Brazilian regime
has little regard for human dignity.

20 Years Ago

Lola_Flickinger, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Gerard Willet, of Garden Corners,
was the valedictorian of the 1956 senior
class at Cooks High School.

Sharon Brew, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Meddie LaBresh, also of Garden Corners,
was the salutatorian.

MSU Track Team will go to the Soo
Saturday, May 12, 1956, the Manistique
track and field team traveled to Sault Ste
Marie to engage in the regional track meet

. which was the stepping stone to the U.P.
finals:

Those who took part in the regionals
were the host; Sault Ste. Marie, Newberry,
Munising and Manistique.

30 Years Ago

Boys and Girls conference opened on
May 10, 1946. ‘

Manistigue high schools  second. all
school “youth conference opened on’ the
afternoon of May 10, 1946 under the
_direction of Dr. Frank Slutz, nationally
‘known of Dayton, Ohio lecturer and youth
leader.

point near: Deerton

74 received diplomas here on June 10th.

Sixty-nihe senior members of the Manis-
tique High School class of 1946, received
diplomas “at * commencement exercises
held June 10, 1946. It was revealed by
principal Carl Olson.” In addition, five
servicemen, who have gradnated with
prior classes if the war had not interrupted
their participation in commencement
week activities, were also awarded diplo-
mas;

39 Years Ago

All hoys:12 years of age and over were
invited to take part in a hike ‘o' be
conducted here Saturday, it was announc-
ed by Burnell W. Phillips, scout executive.
Plans called for a six mile round trip either
to Indian Lake along the lake shore.

M-94 shore road will be completed. The
last twelve miles of the. Lake Superior
shore line stretch on highway M-34 will be
completed this year if possible, according
to advisors from Lansing.

M-94 :starting at Manistique. extends
through the Hiawatha national Forest to
Shingleton. and Munising and thence to a
Alger County.

photos of Marilyn in the local newspaper.
In one of them, Kelly ca:lod be glimpsed
king throi her hairdo.

pelewusid lik:‘%}; report it was at this time
Marilyn suggested I move to Detroit. But
truth must_prevail. Marilyn and I have
never met. There is no connection between
my arriving and the anchor awaying. She
has no iiea how much I enjoy watching her
walk onto the Channel 7 news set at 11
o'clock each night

I'm aware all this sounds chauvinistic. I
know Marilyn's weather job has nothing to
do with her looks. She was hired
she’s an expert meteorologist. Just as her
husband was hired for his news sense and
crisp delivery. not his Irish smile and
curly hair. Stre.

But I'm a confirmed girl-watcher, too
old to reform. I'm fully prepared to.
acknowledge and reward female brains
and ability. However, 1 insist upon the
right to admire the package in which they
omained. So shoot me.
wife might.
has never been disturbed by my TV
romances. 1 haven't taken her out on a
Saturday night fer three vears, all because
of Mary Tyler Moore, but she doesn’t
complain seriously. She knows I'm all look
and no action. She cal also draw consider-
able comfort from my general appearance
and charm which have allowed me to
complete a lifetime scoring average of
00001

But my move to the big city has given
her something new to think about. She has

The Editor

Letters from readers are welcome.
All letters to the editor must be
signed: however, names will be
withheld if requested. Views given
are not necessarily those of The
Pioneer Tribune. i

Dear Editor;

This is in response to Mr. Bellores’
letter, (April 2, Edition). I would like to
inform him of a few things! First off, I
attended Lakeside School from the first
gradeall the way through sixth grade. I'm
now in the eighth grade. I knew and still
know the teachers there. They did not just
sit thekids at desks or tables and tell them
to watch cartoons while they left the room.
Every once in awhile they would show
cartoons as a “treat”’, but not daily, as Mr.
Bellores implied! The only show on the
television which has any cartoons that the
kids watch is ‘Sesame Street”, and at this
point only Kindergarten >~d maybe some
First graders watch it. Any other shows,
for instance, the ABC *‘After School
Special”, are taped by our own A.V.
Center, run by Mr. Ron Patrick. These are
strictly educational and are reccomended
by the teachers, I should know, along with
the other Junior and Senior High School
students, because we still watch them
today. It is a proven fact that Audio-Visual
aids enhance educational progress at all
levels.

Our late principal, Mrs. Gladys Mercier,
has done a great job, too. We will be soon
getting a new one, ard they will do a great
job, aiso.

As for the part about Mr. Bonifas, I think
he’s done a great job and I am proud of
him. 'm sure many other people are also.

I'm only fourteen, but I don’t like to hear
anything bad about “My School”, and I
wish to put in a good word for it! I'm sure
that any former or present Lakeside
School student did and or does feel the
same way 1 do.

GOOD WORK LAKESIDE, AND KEEP
ON DOING IT!

noted that Detroit media personalities oy,
often experienced at divorce. In fay, N
bunch of them are getting together sq,-
ani going to Dearborr o participate iy y
seminar on the subject. They'll prohahyy
charter a bus. My wife wondereq if
rewspaper employment ias built-in dzy
gers to the marriage vows. I gave he,
some reassuring _Stalistics concerning
neighborhood paperboys.

But switch chanrels back to the lovely
Marilyn and her John. Seriously, I'm sore.
they're having problems. And, as indica;.
ed in the top paragraph, channels 2 ang 4
should also be sorry. They are losing
viewers to the only S0ap opera on a T¢
news show.

When the romance was happy, people
tuned in to watch John and Marilyn cog
and giggle at each other. Now that -
separated, viewers look for snarls ang
barbs. Tney listen intently for hidden
meanings. “Did you hear that?” my wife
asked. “He said he'd see her later,
Probably in the parking lot.”

And the most romantic viewers are
hoping for a public reconciliation which, if
properly merchandised, could put the
ratings right up there with Tiny Tim's
wedding.

What can Hodak and Eliol and their
anchors do to compete With a team which
spices the news with dashes of Divorce
Court and The Dating Game?

Send them your suggestions, along with
the tops of three soap boxes, in a plain
brown wrapper.

= = s
other home operators who helped provide
refreshments.

Lastly, but expecially, thanks to the
homes who opened their facilities and to
the reside; ts who were so eager to receive
interested visitors. I make apologies for
the apathy. o

Lynne Miller
Adult Community Placement

To the editor and taxpayers of School-
craft County:

last Friday night the Schooleraft
County Allocation Board met and set their
preliminary allocation. In this meeting, 15
mills of our tax money was divided
among the County, Manistique Area
Schools, townships and the Delta-School-
craft Intermediate School District. It was
decided to give the County 6.6 mills, the
Manistique Area Schools 7.1 mills, the
townships 1.2 mills and the Intermediate
School District 0.1 mill. At first this may
seem to be a fair distribution of the mills
involved but the inequities become ap-
parent upon closer examination of some
interesting facts.

First, the tremendous increase in the
equalized valuation of property that the
State nas saddled us with does two things.
First it directly benefits all units of local
government by providing more tax money
from the millage already levied on
property. Secondly, it benefits the State of
Michigan directly, for under the Bursley
Bill through which public education is
financed, as local tax revenue is in-
creased, the State contributes correspond-
ingly less to each dollar with which the
schools are funded. In the final analysis,
unless a school district is entirely self-
supporting, which we are not, an increas-
ing local taxes does not net the school any
more money in the end. The only way a
school system can generate more operat-
ing money if it needs it is to increase
enrollment or increase the number of mills
it has to work with. This is accomplished
either by increasing millage by voter
approval or by using money already
available by getting more of the existing
millage through the county allocation
board. I think you would agree with me
that the latter method of using aiready
existing tax dollars is the more desireable.

Second, when we examine the county
budget and the school budget, some

Amy Schwartz

Dear Folks in Manistique,

It has been nearly ten years since I
graduated from Manistique High, and I
look forward to reading the “Pioneer
Tribune” every week. Durirg the last few
issues, . students and taxpayers have
critici Manistique schools in the
“‘Letters to the Editor’’ column. I am not a

i i and, of
icize the

Manistique schools. .

But I can point out that high schools have
changed in the last few years, and any
“blame" should niot be pinned solely on the
teachers. My wife and I.both teach in
Central Lake High School, a small, rural
c:;nmwunity iltlhthe northern lower ‘penin-
sula. We see the vandalism ang il
students, and we try to cuna'ljl -!Itag;y‘:g
other fellow teachers. But when the family
unit dissolves, why should the schools be
expected to ““control” children’s behavior
that parents can not handle at home? I
think that is .an important question to
consider. %

Also, students do not act as they did ten

- years ago; times have changed, and

teaching is a difficult profession today. But
I enjoy the small rewards that shine
through the problems; .and, believe me,
there are always probiems, *

I suppose what T'm trying to say is that
we must all cooperate: as teachers, as
parents, and as students. Then we may see
the positive, not only the negative.

In closing, I'd like to thank a few
teachers of a decade ago who helped me
grow: Evelyn Schuster, Glen Bignall, Kate
LeBrasseur, . Lee Pappas, and_Dorothy
Makel. You'll always be remembered for
your enthusiasm and dedication. Thanks!

Eric J. Larson
English teacher
+ Central Lake, Mi. 49622

Dear Fditor:

Iwant to take this means of thankin
for showing your lack of interest in gg:ll:
foster care by the numbers that visited our
op:an houses orrlf Saturday, May sth,

!am very happy that people. h;
. guestions about the care our gl)unt; vgeiv':;
mentally and physically disabled adults, [
was nol aware of this vast amount of
:nov;l;dg: beir;lg evident, but now that it

as been brought to my attention,
Twill not receive many queriey yoge st
said care. |

1 would also like to take this: Opportunity

to;thank my fellow, staff members any|

ny queries regarding *_ineqt
; self

come to light. In
anticipation of more money from the
taxpayer through it’s recently acquired
windfall, the county has increased it's
tentative budget by 50 percent over last
year with most increases: coming in the
areas of the courts and social services.
Some departments have increased their
budgets by over 200 percent. The Manis-
tique Area Schools on the other hand
presented a tentative budget with only a 13
percent increase and this modest climb
coming in the year of the move into the
new school. These figures should indicate
to the taxpayer who is biting the fiscal
bullet and who is not in these financially
pressing times. The county could con-
ceivably relinquish another 1.6 mills and
still have 30 percent more money to work
with this-year than last.

‘Third, let us look: more closely at the
Manistique Area School system in terms of
dollars and cents and compare it to school
systems statewide. We find that it takes
approximately 27 mills-to finance the
average school system . Qur school system
operates with a total'of 20 mills. Out of 530
school districts in the state only 25 spend
less maney on ‘each pupil than does our
schiool system: Last year courity allocation
boards across the state saw fit to put 9 of
their 15 mills into their school systems.
Our allocation board has in their prelim-
inary allocation given the Manistique Area
Schools ony 7.1 mills.

Thope this letter dispels much of the heat
and sheds some light on the subject of
school financing. Unless help' comes, a
school system such as ours when faced
With this dilemma must eventually borrow
in order for it's programs to survive. This
is needless ‘and wasteful as tax - dollars
must then be used to pay interest when
they . should be used to educate our
children. Since we must all pay our taxes,
it behooves each and every one of us to see

our money is wisely spent. The
allocation board " decices -where ‘our. tax
dollars will go. I believe they have made a
grievous error- in" their’ preliminary. set-
Ling, Priorities must be re‘evaluated and
accordingly re-established. The purpose of
ggucauo is to perpetuate our culture and
it’s values. Investing our already existing
tax dollars to this end is one of the wisest
and most important moves we can make.
The allucglmn board meets again May 20
aL7? P.M. in the old Armory to finalize the
millage distribution which they set in their
previous meeting, Only: through citizen
altendance and participation will the
allocation board be ‘made: to. realize the.
ui present in_their preliminary

5 - Sincerely,
Bruce G: Steinfeldt, D.V.M.
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