
Sioux were forced to sign treaty of 1876 
FORT THOMPSON. S.D. -· "We 

111,crc threatened and 1hc commissioner 
said irwe did not \\ant 10 sign we would 
be mo\·ed to 1hc Indian Territory and 
not receive any ra1ions," said the 
elderly Siou,c. 

''But the reason I signed these papers 
was because I wanted a piece of blue 
broad cloth which the commissioner 
was giving out the signers as I was a 
youth and wanted to be dressy and 
catch the eyes of the girls." 

Eagleman was 67 in 1918 when he 
told an intcrpreuir of surrendcrin& the 
sacred Black Hills or South Dakota to 
11,hitc men. The Associated Press 
obtained a copy of the recently rcdis-
COH·rcd documcnlS. 

No11, the federal government has 
asked the U.S. Supreme Court to re-
~ic11, that ta .... dry record to determine 
""hcthcr the Sioux Indians are really 
cntilh:d 10 receive SI04 million the 
largest settlement on record for the 7.5 
million acres of wes1ern South Dako1a 
they gave up so reluctantly a century 
ago. 

The Sioux bad been guaranteed the 
western half of the stale forever by the 
Laramie Treaty of 1868, which required 
a voie or three-fourths or the uibe to 
modify. 

But sh: years later, LI. Col. George 
Custer discovered gold in the hills and 
prospectors launched a California-style 
&old ruSh onto the Indian lands. 

And a commission headed by Sen. 
William 8. Allison of Iowa tried to per-
suade the Indians to relinquish their 
claim on !be Black Hills in a special 
council meetina in 1he _hills in 1815. 

StandingElktoldth~mterpreter four 
decades la1er thal Indians from Stand-
ing Rock were determined to resist. 

"They selected IOmentoguardevery 
chief,'" he said, "and I was one of the 
10 men and they directed us to shoot the 
first man who si&ns !he treaty and that 
is why I was there at the council and 
listened to every tPeaker. We even fol-
lowed the chiefs around in the night." 

"Atthiscouncil,nothingwasaccom-
pli~hed, only lots of arguments and dis-
agreements came up.'' he added. 
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"While the meeting was goin1 OD 10me 
Indian, from Pine Ridge were coming 
towards the council shooting their 1uns 
and shouting and this caused some 
ei..citement. We were told it meant 
nothins but nevertheless the mectin1 
broke u'p and we all returned home." 

By 1816, the Sioux were in open re-
volt at the white trespassers and Cus1er 
wa\ killed at the Ballk of Little Bis 
Horn. 

After putting down what became 
known a~ 1he Sioux Wars of 1876, the 
redcral goHrnment hard_en_cd ii$ posi-
tion and ~ent the comm1ss1on back 10 
visit the individual tribes with apropos-
ed treaty 10 sell the territory for Sl7 
million. 

"/ wa~ like a coyote, hun1ry all the 

~i:n~:r"dr~~i:::e ~=r:es~~~ lheen~:~t!! 
Standing Elk recalled. "They _cut off 
our hunung grounds and besides we 
were not u~ed to the new food issued to 
ussoitwasa~atastropheamong 
the-Indians." 

"We always feel angry whenever we 
think. or the time when the soldiers 
snipped us of everything," he added. 

"This happened in 1876, it was late in 
the fall jusr when the ice was forming 
up along the edge of the river. They 
100k away our ponies, saddles. ropes 
and guns, practically everythin& the 
lndins had, and they piled it in a pile 
and burned it up." 

Nevertheless, 91anding Elk said, 
"most of the chiefs refused to sign the 
new ueaty even 1hou1h 1hey were offer-
ed bribes of ponies." 

On the Crow Creek Rese-rvation, the 
commission used 1hreats of s1arvation 
andbribcsloforcelndianstorelinquish 
tide to 7.5 million acres of land, a 
dozen elderly Indians said in sworn 
$1atements to the interpreter in 1918. 

Bear Ghost was one of those who 
signedthetreatyunderdurcss. 

''The commissioners told us they 
would deprive us from receiving rations 
and clothing 'and also move us to the 

Indian Territory. We had heard that the 
Indian Territory was not a safe place 
for people to_ live because there were all 
kinds or animals, insects and snakes 
tha1 were very poisonous," said Bear 
Ghost. "And under those threats, I 
signedthctreatypapeninl876." 

Bear Ghost, however, insisted that 
the 1rea1y didn't conform to the re-
quiremenu of the 1868 Laramie Treaty 

"All those 18 who touched the pen 
"'tre not authorized by the different 
bands of this tribe, he said. "All those 
18 who touched the pen each got two 
yards or broad cloth as pay for touch-
ing 1he pcn. 

"In conclusion." he added, "I whh 
10 say that this Treaty of 1876 is not 
legal for the reason 1hat it was not 
si1nedbythree-founhsof1helndians." 

Medicine Crow, Wounded Knee, 
Killed Dead, Not Afraid of Bear and 
Eagle Shield all told theinterpre1er that 
fewer than 20 members of their tribe 

signed the treaty since mos1 the bands 
were out scouting for food. 

8111 Congress ratified the treaty 1817, 
effec1ively endin& Sioux control over 
the Black Hills. 

In a decision earlier this year, 1he 
U.S. Court of Claims in Washington. 
D.C., found that only about 10 percent 
of the Indians had actuall) signed the 
proposed treatv. 

While it did noi challense the right of 
Con&ress to take 1he land, it did rule 
that 1he episode violated the Fifth 
Amendment auaranttt that citizens 
shall not be deprived of property ¥.ith-
out due process of law 

An"d it decided in a 5-2 split ded~ion 
that the federal government should pay 
simple interest of 5 percent on the SI7 
million over the past cen111ry brinsina 
the total to about SI04 million 

Lasl month, the Justice Department 
appealed the ruling, askin& the U.S. 
Supreme Court to review the case, 
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Russell Dees of 
:,,~, .. q,nuitii, liwh:. 
shows students 
how to fasten a 
rawhide lacing at 
the recent TIiie IV 
Bay Cliff Indian 
Camp. Some 75 
children 
attended 
the three-day 
event that was 
supervised by 
an adult and 
high school 
volunteers. 

'Indian Camp' helps youth 
to learn about traditional ways 

By Vickie Norman 

When Russell Dees wanted 10 make 
an Indian canoe. he had to resort to a 
film and a tribal cider for instructions. 

The rilm was in Ojibwa and Dees is 
Potawatomi. Despite the language 
bamet he was able to &lean enough 
informatioit that, with some tips from 
an elderJr Indian and the help of an 

· Indian friend from the Hannaville Re-
servation. Dees will have a birchbark 
canoe this summer. 

A similu learning process holds true 
forthecedarlogdrumslrt his basement 
and the black ash baskets upstairs. He 
often has relied on non-traditional 
teaching ma1erials such as booh. 

It won't be so for the children 
involved in "Indian Camp," held 
recently 11 Bay Cliff Health Camp. Be-
cause of a federally funded proaram 
offered at Marqueue Schools, they're 
rmdin1 ou1 about their Indian herita1e 
lbe natural and Native American, like 
Russell Dees. 

The Indian Camp is the culmination 
of y_tar-long activities in Marquette 
Public Schools. especially at the grade 
si::hool and middle school levels. 

"ladian class," began five years ago 
under Title IV Indian Education. 

Char Shela(oe and Pai Bawden, 
home-school coor_dina1ors or the pro-
&n.111, have no11ced a number or 

changes in attitude of Native American 
students. 

"It seems like 1he kids are proud to 
be what 1hey are," said Bawden. 

When students take leather moc-
casins or beadwork back to their class-
mates. the program gains in popularity. 
In fact, "everyone would come if we let 
1hem," said Shelafoe. 

The school proaram has 174 nudtnts 
involved in the five &rade schools and 
cwo middle schools of Marqueue. Some 
75 students attended the lhree day camp 
at Bay Cliff. 

The camp reinforces lhe pride !hat 
students learn in classes durina the 
school year. 

Russell Dees, who teaches at the 
camp, pointed out that the Indian 
heritage is far more than learning how 
10 make baskets, moccasins or rawhide 
drums. "The way I tell the kids is !hat 
the whole Ind ian culture was based on 
pride,'' he said. "At one time, Indian 
cul!ure was pride." 

Dees, who was born on the Hannah, 
ville Reserva1ion aad raised in Mar-
quette Coun1y, went back to the reser-
vation to teach building trades for a 
year after he was graduated from 
Northern Michigan University. He 
asked elderly Indian women lo teach 
him more about basket-making. He 

learned the traditional way of pounding 
one side of a black ash Jog until the 
growth rings separate and wooden 
slrip\ are formed 

Now employed in Marquette as a 
structural in_spec1or for the Marquene 

g:s"'~u B~~
1
::n~is ~:::res~ert:~:i:~ 

craft,, trying his hand al snowshoes or 
hollow cedar 101 drums, during the 
~ummcr mo_mhs. Cub Scoms and neigh-
borhood children have come over 10 see 
thecanvasteepeeheputsupin his back-
yard 

Although some of the information he 
needs is in books, most of ii isn't, he 
said. _l'or example, the best time to strip 
the birch bark for the canoe was after 
the fir\t wild strawberries. 

Pa,,in1 along Indian crafu and folk-
~ore falls 10 1he parents, says Dees, who 
1s a member of the parent's committee 
for the Title IV program. Nationwide, 
he cited a "definite revival" of the 
parent·, commi_uee for !he Title IV pro-
gra~. Nat1onw1de, he cited a "defioite 
re\~val" of inlerest among Indians in 
1he1r herilage 
he·:~;J a l'cchng of ~If-worth a1aia," 

Carter slashes Bureau Budget 
WASHIJ',jGTON D.C. - The Bureau 

of Indian Affaiu' 1981 bud1e1 reques1 
1· : :,1 • • .•• ' • • JI' • ·· ""l' n ,., 
pan of the Preliident's an1i-inRation 
rrogram. The Presiden1's revised bud-
gel proposals, sen1 to Congress March 
31. cut some SIS billion from the total 
U.S. budget he proposed to Con1ress 
on January 28. 

The proposed cuts for the Bureau call 
for the closing of two ofr-reservation 
boarding schools, S1ewart Indian 
School in Nevada and Fort Sill Indian 
School at Lawton. Oklahoma. 

The largest reductions, however. will 
be brought about by delaying irrigation 
project funding (S22.3 million) and 
road construction (SI0.8 million). 

The new budget proposal would re-
duce funding for 1he operation of 

Indian proarams by S1.I million. This 
include~ SI million from the closing of 

• I O tr ·,) ; 1" 1 • • • i" •••r 

nel compenu.uon; St.7 aullion for sup-
pli" and equipment, and 1300.000 
from a program 10 recruit Indians into 
various startina-lcvel professional posi-
1ions in the Bureau. 

If the Stewart and Fort Sill schools 
are closed, the students can be accom-
modated in other Bureau schoob, the 
Office of Indian Education Programs 
has indicated. A larae proportion of the 
students now enro1\ed at the two 
schools are from out-of-slate. Stewart 
has a current enrollment of 409 and 
Fon Sill has 160. 

Irrigation project, eliminated from 
the 1981 request are: Colorado River 
Reservation, S780,000; White 
Mountain Apache, U million; Rocky 
Boy's. SJ7S,000; Omaha Reservaiion, 

U2S.(N)(); Standing Rock. S2 million; 
Cheyenne Rl,..er, SS00.000; Lower 
i', ,.. 5· ":' .,1' 01, ..r;.J 'l~llr.l 
S400,000. lo addition reqUCal-

cd ror the project at Fallon. Ne\·ada, 
wu reduced from SJ million to S2 
million and the Navajo Irrigation Pro-
ject from SIS million 10 Sl I .4R milhon 

The proposed reduction in road con-
struction from SS9.4 million to S48.6 
million would require an 18 pcrcent re-
duction Bureau-wide 

These budget reductions are in the 
funding requeued; the ac1Ual fundin& 
provided will be determined by legisla-
tion to be passed by the Congress and 
signed by the President 

The 1981 focal year Mains October 
1,1980 

Starvation and poverty result 
from stock reduction 

FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ. -- Liveiaock 
reduction programs mandated by Con-
gress as part of legislation calling for 
the eviction of some 6,(N)() Navajo In-
dians from their Arizona reservation 
have resulted in "widespread depres• 
sion, hunger and economic devas11-
tion," ac::cordin1 10 a sc::iendn at 
Nonhern Arizona University (NAU). 

In a recent speech before the Society 
for Applied Anthropology, Dr. John J. 
Wood. an associate professor of Anth-
ropology at NAU, described the forced 
livestock reduction program as a 
human tragedy because of "legislative 
shortsightedness and lack of under-
standing" or the role livestock plays in 
the Navajo local economy. 

"Mosi livestock operations amons 
the Navajo people are not commercial 
ventures," Wood declared. "Livestock 
herds are like a savings account from 
which withdrawals are made periodi-
cally to add meat to the family diet; to 

recd children and grandchildren and 
other realtives in the extended family; 
and. to help provide food for religious 
ceremon1es,•· Wood explameu. 

Noting that Congress mandated a 90 
percent reduction in livestock holdings 
among Navajos slated for relocation, 
Wood declared. "It is not surprisin& 
thatasheepreductionprogram tha1 has 
no mitigating measures except for a 
one-ume cash payment could result in 
suchsufferinganddisrup1ionto1hetra-
ditional lifestyles of 1he Navajo." 

_Wood added, "Let's hope that the 
failure of Congress to understand 1he 
consequences of its actions is due 10 
oversight or ignorance and not a pur• 
poseru1 re-enactment of Kit Carson's 
scorched-earth policy or the 1860s.'' 

Wood was referring 10 an episode in 
1863, when the famed Kit Carson 
ro~ndcd up 8,500 Navajo Jiving in 
Arizona. burned their crops, killed off 
their livestock and forced them to walk 
10 captivity in Fon Sumner in eastern 
New Muico. 

Wood was also critical of the entire 
relocation plan and said Congres.s and 
federal officials were unconcerned 
about isolating the Navajo relocat~s 
from their sacred places such as Big 

Mountain in Arizona. 
"Land use-, social organization, and 

religious beliefs and practices among 
the Navajo arc closely interwoven." 
Wood said, and added, "deprivin,1 the 
Na\·ajo right or access to their relisious 

area constitutes a violation of religiou~ 
freedom as guaranleed by the Consti-
tution, the Bill of Rights, and state and 
Tribal constitution~.·• 

Wood concluded, .. Th~e sacred 
places--places mentioned in Navajo le-
aends; places where something super-
natural has happened; sites where 
herbs, minerals and waters of healin& 
pa.,.ers are taken, and .,.here people 
communicate with §acred po.,.·ers by 
prayer and offerings--are part of 1he 
Navajo's definition of occupanc)·." 

New management corps is proposed 
by commissioner for tribal governments 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs William E. 
Halleu announced that Indian self-
determination will be boosted by a re-
cent dcc;ision by the Presidenu Maaa1e-
ment Improvement Council, agreeing 
to sponsor the Tribal Mana1er Corps 
(TM_S), a new initiat!ve ID S1ren11hen 
and improve Indian tnbal 1overnmcn1s. 

The TMC project is desi1ncd to make 
profes.sionaJ maoa1er/administrators 
~rom government a1encies and private 
ia_dustry available to wort wi1b Indian 
1nbes 10 htlp meet tribal manaaement 
needs aod, thereby, furlher Indian self 
determination capabilities. 

Hallett said that the endorsement of 
the TMC project by the President's 
council enhances recrui1men1 of needed 

personnel within the government 
a1encics to work 101ether for the com-
mon goal and give grea1er status within 
::nt~.dminislration to tribal &overn-

Hallet said tha1 the tribal Manager 
Corps will be an irtteragency, inter-
or1anizational effort 10 recruit a cadre 
of individuals with management exper• 
tise in various fields. Panicipatina 
tribes would then select from this cadre 
a mana1er who would work with 1he 
tribe for a year or longer to iostilute 
agreed-upon mana1emen1 
improvements. 

"We hope to help 20 tribes in the first 
year." Hallen said. "We plan 10 
develop a general profile of 1ribal 
mana1tement needs, identify specific as-

sistancewantedbyindividual tribes and 
!hen recruil 1hekind ofpeoplev,ho can 
respond to these needs.·· Halleu indi 
catcd that the as~ignment of the 
managerstothetribescould be handled 
under 1he lntergo\'ernmen1al Personnel 
Ac1 or through contracts under 1he In 
dian Self•Determination Act. 

It ii expected tha1 state and local 
go\ernmental agenc_ies, and non-&O\'· 
ernmental orgamza110ns will be m11oh·• 
ed in the project. 

An lnteragency Task Force to direct 
the TMC is bein& formed. Hallet said. 
""h -..m include 1op-le\el representation 
from the go,ernment a1encies. pri11ate 
industry and mb11I org11mzations. We 
upec1 to announce funher delails on 
lhi\in1henearfu1ure.""hesaid. 
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Without Reservations 
by Jolla Hlltll 

When was the last time you saw 
Walter Cronkite report on any major 
Indian news story? Or watched a Presi• 
dential press conference on television 
where an Indian journalist siood up and 
asked the President what his opinion 
was on 1he current slate of any 
pertinent issue that affects Native 
Americans? for that mailer when was 
the last time you heard Presiden1 Carter 
say the word Native American? 

The fact is that as far as American 
media is concerned the only good 
Na1ive American ne~s .. is no news. 

William E. Hallett, BIA Commis• 
sioner, recently staled 1ha1 100 often 
mancrs of imponancc that effect 
Indian people arc either ignored or mis-
interpreted by the non-Indian press. 

this is a correct statement only in 
part. When the Commissioner mentions 
"Indian press" he is a5$.umins there h 
one. The only Indian press in this 
counuy .is a smatterins or newspapers 
and newslcuers located on or near a few 
dozen reservations. An Indian prns or 
this type canno1 stop the non-Indian 
media rrom isnorins or misintcrpretinJ 
Indian news. Nor docs ii have the 
abilitytocountcrthcbiasandprcjudicc 
conceptions projected by non•lndian 
media about current legal developments 
across Indian country. 

An example of this kind of coverage 
can be found in Michiaan. When U.S. 
District Court Judge Noel P. Fox ruled 
that two Chippewa bands maintain 
their ucaty rights to fish unrestricted of 
state control, in the waters of the Great 
Lakes the Michigan media suddenly dis• 

covercdthatJohnWaynehadnot killed 
all Indians cast of the Pachoas. And 
that some of them were livins right in 
Michiaan. 

Immediately, a few journalists got to-
gc1hcr and dcrjdcd on the correct 
spelling of Chippewa and whether or 
not 10 refer to them as Native 
Americans or Indians. Next, they went 
to the ncarcsl sportsman and asked him 
what he thouaht of the issue. 

It wasn't until later that Tribal 
leaders began gcuin1 calls. at 2 o'clock 
in the mornin&, askina them to 
comment on what the sportsman had 
said. 

Of course, this example is somewhat 
exaggerated but the fact remains that 
the media in Michigan has not been all 
toscthcrtrUlhfultoitslndianaudicncc. 
The Michisan press has continually 
printed the ranting of Rep. Robert 
Davis that Indians are destroying the 
Great Lakes fishery l'hcn it is a proven 
fac1 that industrial injections of t0xic 
waste into the Great Lakes has forced 
the state to limit the consumption of 
fith to one a week. 

But can you blame the non-Indian 
media for this type of coverage? Be• 
causetoa largccxtentitiscontrollcd by 
and obligated to the concerns of the 
white upper class of the country. 

What is badly needed is some form of 
alternative media that wil1 provide non-
Indians with the Indian side of the 
important issues. Whether this comes 
from tribal development of news 
services, which provides copy to the 
white media, or tribes demandins more 
objective coverage of 1hc issues, it has 
10 come soon. 

by Dean Shavers 

The newest 1roup of colleges in the 
United Statcs--lndian collc1es--ha.,.e an 
uncertain future in the face of declining 
college student enrollments and less 
money in general for higher education. 

Before 1969 there Titre only four 
identificd"lndian"collcgcsin 1hcU.S. 
Since 1969, 24 more Indian collcaes 
have been chartered, and several 1ribcs 
have plans 10 charter their own collc1es. 
It is possible that the total will reach 35 
or more by 1982. 

These 28 collcacs last year enrolled 
some 8,634 students, about one.quancr 
ofalllndiancollegcstudentscnrolled in 
the U.S. The amount of money the 
colleges spent per studcn1 ranged from 
about Sl.019 to over $16,184 . 

The,;c collcacs were char1crcd be-
cause of a specific need felt by the In-
dian communities which they serve. Dr. 
Art McDonald, in a sur.,.cy or Indian 
people in the Nonhern Plains in 1975 , 
found that Indian people on rescn-a-
tions were very much in favor or educa-
tion both for themselves and for their 
children. But they felt they had little 
chanceofmakinsthcirviewson educa-
tion known to or ac1ed upon by ad• 
ministrators al older established 
colleges. 

Dr. McDonald documented what 
many of the Indian leaders who deve-
loped the Indian colleges had felt. By 
thctimchisstudywasconducted, there 
were over 20 Indian colleses in opera-
tion. 

Indian adults felt that they should re-
ceh·c education in their own communi-
ties, but fell that thc\r children would 
be better nff to )lo away to college in 
order to be exposed to others. 

Most or the Indian collcscs have a 
smallfundins base. that is, they rely on 
a few sources for large srants, and live 
or die bythcgrants1heyapply for. The 
three mos! important sources arc the 
Bureau or Indian Affairs (BIA), the 
Developing Institutions program or the 
Department of Health. Education, and 
Welfare (HEW), and student aid from 
the Bureau of Student Financial As• 
sistance in HEW. 

Only a few receive any support from 

foundations, and none receive support 
from corporations. Only 1hrcc receive 
support from churches and dcnomina• 
tions, and only two or three receive 
funds from the general public. 

The major barrier to Indian enrol-
lment in college before 1969 was lack or 
money for collese expenses. With the 
passaae of the student aid program in 
the Hiaher Education Act of 1965, 
money was available to poor s1udcnts, 
which included most potential Indian 
colleac students. 

The BIA rcponcd in 1973 that three-
quarters of Indian families could not 
afford any money for collcse, accord• 
ins 10 Federal poverty guidelines . 

There arc four 1ypes of Indian col• 
leges-uibally•chartered. independent 
BIA operated , and state affiliated. All 
four 1ypes face some common 
problems . 

Their operatins budgets arc too 
small. Two-thirds of them spend less 
than S4,000 per student. The third 
which spend over $4,000 per student arc 
mainly BIA colleges or arc located in 
Alaska, where the cost of living is very 
high. 

Their student body size ranses from 
38 to over 2,300. Only seven arc fully 
accredited, nine are candidates for ac-
creditation, and the other 12 are just 
preparing to apply for accrcdiatation. 

Their faculty•student ratios ransc 
from one faculty member for every four 
students (in one BIA collcsc) to one 
faculty member for every 36 students. 
Their budgets range from under 
SI00,000 to over S6 million. 

Although the American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium 
(AIHEC) in Denver, which is made up 
of the tribally-chartered collescs, last 
year succeeded in havinsCongress pass 
the Tribally Chartered Community 
College Act, Consress has not yet ap-
propriated any funds for the Act. 

Without adequate financial support, 
manyofthelndiancollcgc$faCeanun• 
certain future, and many arc now in 
dangcrofhavingtoclosetheirdoors. Jf 
they do. lndianstudcntswhoareforthc 
first time settins an opportunity for a 
college education, will lose this chance. 

Survival at stake 
for Black Hills 

"E'o"tr) part ofthissoll Is In 
!he estimalion of m>· pt'ople. E\"HJ' hill-
\ldt. e\er) \•lie), t\tr) pl1in 1nd 11rovt 
has bun hallo,.cd by sornt sad or 

lh)Slong \lllhbtd ... " 

Chlcf Stallh[StaUlc) 

The Black Hills of South Dakota are 
indangerofbccomingadcadland. We. 
who live in their shadows, feel lhat our 
survival isat stake. This mountain rc-
aion rising majestically from the 
surrounding northern Grcai Plains con-
tains nearly every mineral on eanh. 

Today, 27 of the mos! powerful cor-
porations in the world plan 10 remove 
these resources-- particularly uranium, 

sold and coal and in the process, des-
troy our environment. 

Lewisburg Spiritual Council forms 

lfwe do not ac1, the natural bodies or 
water above and below the surface of 
the Great Plains will be comanrinated 
and reduced to a uate that will no 
longer support our life or any life. Land 
and water consumed by destructive, 
non-renewable enerBY production will 
be pcrmancnlly taken away from 
farmers, ranchers and wildlife. The 
west al ready has very limited water in 
i1s eKtensivc underaround containers 
(aquifers). Scams of coal form nacural 
aquifers and strippins the coal away 
wrecks the watcr·s container. Drilling 
into the earth in search of uranium 
causes radioactive water to mix with 
pure water thus making all the water 

radioactive. We cttn't allow these things 
to happen. 

The Black Hills have importance for 
many people. Thcissucsatstakcareas 
.,.aried as the people who love the Hills. 
To ranchers and rarmersthclandisthc 
base fora way of life that is threatened 
by energy dc'o"clopmcnt. To the tourist 
trade, the Black Hills are a scenic 
miracle that would be ruined by mining 
and the rcsultins pollution. To Native 
Amcricans,theHillsareasacrcdccntcr 
andpartofa\arscrareasuarantecdto 
them by ueaty. To town-dwellers, the 
peace of the Black Hilb provides a 
break from urban life. To people from 
allwalksoflifc,thebaulc for the Hills 
isa s,·mboloftherefusal to accept cor-
porate and sovernment dictates that tell 
us how lo live, what to do, and when 10 
die. 

After several years of repression due 
toanumbcrofcauscs, the brother's of 
ten Native Nations have banded toaet-
her here at Lcwisburs penitentiary to 
form the Spiritual/Cultural Council of 
Native Nations. 

The recent passage of Public Law 95-
341. 42 USC 1996 is the authority we 
have formed under, the "American In• 
dian Relisious Freedom Act" siancd 
intolawbyPrcsidcn1Carteron July II, 
1978. 

Unfortunately, there are many 
stumbling blocks inherent in the forma-
tionofanygroupor activity in the pri-
son. especially the federal. 
penitentiary environment. It is well 
known that Spiritual groups exist in all 
Federal Institutions. It is also known 
that Native Spi;itual groups exist in a 
number of Federal Institutions. How-
ever, there exists no Federal Bureau of 
Prison·s-wide policy conccrnins this 
type of relisious freedom where it con-
cernsNatives. ltsecmsthat cachinstitu-
tional administration is left to its own 
devices in this as in most other matters 
of policymaking. '' lnsular''isthcword 
inthiscasc1hatlbclievewearcfamiliar 

with in Nalivc affairs that applies here 
also ironically enough. 

Needless to say, we arc having our 
problems. But, the major problem is or 
has been our inability to locaic a Spiri-
tual Guidance Counselor or Holy 
Person thai would be able to come in 
here at Lewisbura to assist us in the 
many other problems of a spiritual na-
ture that need no further explanation. 
Suficeittosay 1h.i there arc not many 
chances to exercise our Oneness with 
our Mother Eanh and our Great Spirit 
Creator. 

We have tried repeatedly to attract 
attention to our dilemma. We have 
wrillen lo numerous brothers out there 
and receive courteous replies, sympa-
thetic responses, but no one seems to be 
able to come down even if they wanted 
to. The main reason is thal its 100 far 
removed from most all res.cn-ations or 
even.urban centers where what we arc 
seeking may exist. We nor anyone else 
certainly cannot blame anyone for that 

:;!;;,~;::,e!~!~:n:t~~~~h!~:1:!t~ 
within travclins distance of Lcwbbur1 
that would be willin1 to auend and 
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mm1stcr1nourspiri1ualnceds. Weare 
scckins that person in this appeal to all 
Native Nations to give us a call through 
the Chaplain's office, Bryn Carlson, 
523-1251.lncidcntally,thcchaplainin-
formsusthatthcreisasmallrcnumera-
tion or reimbursement for travel ex-
penses. 

ll appears that there ar~ goins to be 
legal ramifications 1ha1 will rcuire pro-
fessional assistance also in the ironins 
out of what will be allowed and what 
will not be allowed. We sec in the ACT 
that there is "supposedly" a task force 
set up within the FBP 10 study this 
"problem" and submil recommcnda-
lions for "policy." Hopefully, NARF 
could become involved in this pr~ess if 
not some other legal entity such as 
NCAI or NIYC, NTCA or all of these. 
We are your Brothers in prison bu1 we 
are not lost, We Have Spoken as the 
Council of Three; 

Ted Ruark, Chief, Ute. 
Council of Three 

BlackOwl Thunder, Siksika 
Sub-Chief, Spiritual 

J. "Brown Bear" Mallett 
Sec.-Bus. Mar. Tlingit 
Lcwisburs' S/CCONN's 

The Black Hills Alliance, recosnizcs 
that the esscnti~I question before people 
is one of Survival. We arc or1anizing 
the 1980 Black Hills International 
Survival Gathcrins with the under-
standing that similar threats 10 life arc 
being faced by every community on 
earth. We have joined 1osethcr 
ranchers, workers, home makers 
Native Americans, students, busincs; 
people and others -- to save the Black 
Hills. Th_e Survival Gathcrins is an 
opportum1y for you to join us 10 seek 
and present a way for all life to be 
rescued. For more information you can 
contact the Black Hills Alliance II P.O. 
Bot 2508, Rapid City, S.D. 55701. 

Rand Study-Alcoholism 
A Rand Corporation Study com-

missioned by 1hc National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
has reported that drinkers who Hop 
can dramaiically reduce their 
chances of an early death. 

Those who continue drinkin1, the 
study said, suffer a death rate two 
and a halftimes hishcr than the rest 
or the population. 

The study traced the lives or 922 
men over a four-year period. The 
men, who had sousht help at aaency. 
sponso.red 1rca1mcnt centers, were 
averagmg17drinksadaya1thcstan 
of the study. 

~fter four years, Ill men died. 
Thi~ represented a 14.5 percent mor• 

talityrite, two and a halftimes that 
of the general population. The 
repor1saidthedca1hs were caused in 
a disproportionate manner by liver 
disease, accidenu. suicide and 
chronic alcoholism. 

John DcLuc., NIAAA 's director, 
said that Jona-term abstinence is the 
most appropriate treatment aoal for 
hishly alcohol dependent ptrsons. 

"The fact that even those with low 
levels of alcohol dependency who try 
10 return 10 drinkins following trcat-
m~nt have a very hi1h relapse ra1c 
remforces our contention tha1 ab-
stinence is the appropriate goal in 
th~ trea1mcm of alcoholism," he 
said. 

Jt.:ANETTt: ST. CLAIR, Dir«I or in lhe 8th Annual Crilil""II ·~llh Con• 
Title IV in Grand Rapid5. parlitipales ftrcnct. Sec relalrd ~•or) pa11t 6. 

Open Forum 

One Indian's Prayer 
EDITORS "0TE: Thi~ pra)er, 

author unkno...,n, was ~ubmllltd to 1hr 
Nc""\ h> Mr. and Mrs. John Bo...,rn or 
lhc Ba) Mill~ Indian communil). II I\ a 
pra)cr 1ha1 t''t'T) Indian soldicr has 
r ifhcr ff.'11 nr ~aid aftn comin11 homr 
from II di~tanl "ar. 

"O Great Spirit, Creator of all thinas, 
hear my voice for I am lost amid a new 
environment 
I have lost sighf of your trail somewhere 
intili~Jreattransitlonand ha.,.c become 
very hungry and thirsty. As I scan the 
horizon in search of food, shelter and 
clothing. I no longer sec the great herds 
of buffalo that once provided me with 
these things. One hundred winter~ have 
come and sone with no trace of their 
footprints and my world has b«omc 
dcsola1e. 
"My vast hunting around has dwindled 
10 a very small reservation controlled by 
the Great White Chief in the Nation's 
capital. The cultures of ancestors have 
sonc the ways of the four winds and I 
am adrift with no real purpose. 
"You sec, Great Kind Spirit, I do not 
possess the skill to compe1c in 1hc com-
plexity of 1oday's business world, nor 
dolundcrstandmywhitebrothcrs' vast 
so~ernmcnt, for the structure of both 
pyramid 10 the height of the majestic 
and sacred peaks of the Big Horn 
Mountains. 
"I need Your strong arms and Your 
wisdom. Provide my ears with Your 
spiritual .messages of srowth, healing 
a~d of ~mdness, for I have met many 
d1sappo1ntmcnts and heartaches in the 
one. hundred winters of wondering. 
Dunng this Ions and lonely search for 
Your footprints in the sands of time, I 
ha.,.c come upon many beautiful 1aber• 
naclcs in this new world, only to find 
that people are reluctant to open the 

doors for me because of status, and that 
there are s_igns of misundcrstandinas 
and petty Jealousies among the many 
dcnominations--too many to orfcr any 
real assistance to my pligh1. 
"~c.ar me,~ Great and Understanding 
Spmt, provider of all things. Guide a 
sood Samaritan to us this winter be-
cause we have been declared and clas-
sified as the poorest of~II races living in 
a Nation at the peak of its economy. As 

I kneel before Your srcat throne, my 
tears have wetted and hallowed 1round 
and my prayers are offered in all humi-
lity. If the cultures and the way of a 
li.,.ins of the American Indian of long 
ago have gone the way of the selling 
sun. then let a ne.,. da)· dawn for my 
people in thi~ hour of need 
"It has bcc-n said tha1 for everything 
there is a rca~on, and a rime for every 
purposeunderhea\en. Bctind to us, O 
Great Spirit, and let this be 1he ~cason 
to ~O"- sparin1\y and reap aho sparin1ly 
and let 1hisJ>e the time for self analysis 
and the creation of new visions. 
Was it not for this inspiration ...,.c 
fought honorable with our white 
brolher in such outs1andin1 battles as 
the Arno River, Po Valley, Northc 
Apennines, Southern France, Air 
Combal Balkans. Northern France, 
Normandy, Rhineland. and Central 
Europe? Has not one brave Indian 
warrior participated in the famous rais-
ing of the American naa atop Mount 
Suribachi on the island of lwo Jima for 
this very purpose? Yes, Kind Spirit, we 
paidheavilyine.,.eryficldofbanle. and 
for all the services. We do not demon-
strate not shout any srcat demands of 
our fellow Americans, but we do 
humbly ask for the opportunity of 
adjustins ourselves to the ways of this 
new society and to assume our respon-
sibilities as citilcns of a great Nation we 
love and cherish 
"In the dawnins of this new day, bless 
my Indian Leaders with the cardinal 
virtues that theydc,·elopour remaining 
resources for a better way or livina; 
place in the hands of my youth know-
ledge and wisdom that they may enjoy a 
new dimension of living. 0 kind Spirit, 
bless the President of the United States 
ande.,.crycitizcn with the same under• 
standing heart You gave the Kina 
Solomon. and allow us 10 rccit,. the 
Twenty-Third Psalm with th~ 'o"ery same 
1n~priration as 1hat of Kmg David. 
Forsi.,.e u~, 0 Orea! Spirit, if we hav.-
fallcn aslray but let us return now wi1h 
clean hearts and noble visions. Restore 
to u, the joys 1.1f Your Salvation. that 
"' may live in serenity. justice and 
tranquility all the days of our Ji.,.cs and 
permit us to dwell in Your great teepee 
forever. Amen•· 

Mouz Pamp fund formed 
Ah Necn Necgcc, 

We are pleased to announce the cs• 
1ablishment of the Charles "Mouz" 
Pamp Memorial Fund. This Fund is 
from the proceeds or 1hc Mid-Winier 
Pow-Wow and other sources, wilh an 
initial deposit of S 1.040 

The Fund is deposited in the Detroit 
and Northern Savings and Loan 
Association of Escanaba, Michigan as 
certificatesandsavm1saccountsand is 
manaaed under Article VII or 1hc Bay 
de Noc lnd1,an Culture A~sociatnn By-
laws. Copies arc available upon 
request. 

The Board of Trustees will consis1 of 
two members of the Charles "Mouz" 
Pamp family; three Elders. to be 

nominated by the Pamp family; and 
tw~ ~embers from the Bay de Noc As-
soc1auon, to be appointed by the chair-
man. The Memorial Fund is rs1ablished 
by thr Association to provide financial 
assistance for 1he education of Indian 
youth, and 1~. otherwise foster, 
promote, or faclluate the education of 
people about Native American culture 

and values. Within 1his broad frame• 
work, the Board of Trustees will have 
fu\1 authority to annually distribute the 
interest from the funds deposited in any 
way they see fit. 

H you or your group wish to abo 
contribut~ to 1~is fund you may send 
contnbuuom directly to: Detroit and 
Northern Savings and Loan Associa-
tion. 2325 Ludin1ton St.. Escanaba, 
Michigan 49829. Specify the Charles 
"'1ou1" Pamp Memorial Fund, 

Account I04 005 603. Please identify 
1he s_ourcc of 1he donation ~o we may 
pro'o"1de a record 10 the Fund Board 

Donations may also be sent 10: 
Wa~ter Blanc, Chairman Bay de Noc 
Indian Culture Association, South 6th 
Ave., Gladstone, Michigan 49837. 

We.arc incorporated as a non-profit 
orgamzat!on in the •Hate of Michi&an 
~nd our Federal tu eicmpt applicatioa 
1s bemg processed at this time. 

Megwetch 

Wally Blanc 
6th A'o"e., South 

Gladstone,M J49137 
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The new commissioner 
gets down to ~usiness 

The name William Hallen did no1 
mean much to many people before Pre-
sident Carter nominated him 10 head 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) last 
fall. The 37-year-old Red Lake Chip-
pewa had been in office for only a 
month when the American Indian Jour-
nal sought him out to discuss the speci-
fic qualifications he brings 10 thecom-
missionership. Exhaus1ed, wilh swollen 
eyesandafailingvoice, Hallett allowed 
himself to be interviewed for almost 
two hours at the end of a long work 

da~allen has never before worked for 
the BIA: he has a background in bus-
iness administration and worked for the 
Denver Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) office 1hroughou1 the 
1970's. His forte appears to be organi• 
zauon 

Hallettisashortman with aneas)'-
going manner, a serious approach to 
the business-at-hand and a quiet sense 
of humor. He answers most quesuons 
completely and freely but will say noth• 
ing about matters in which he is not 
fully briefed. Unlike many administra-
tors. he is willing to put definite dead-
lines on future projec1s. 

Hallett is not knowledgeable in all 
areas of Indian affairs. He constantly 
refers to his experiences in HUD to sup-
port his points--it is clearly his most 
familiarframeofrcferencea1thistime. 
But perhaps the most striking reSource 
he brings to his new job is a determina-
tion to make the BIA work better and 
harder for the tribes and for individual 
Indians. He will conduct as many as 17 
meetings a day, he said, and clearly 
docs not,topuntil hi1work is finished, 
even if it takes him well into the early 
hours of the morning. "That's the part 
Jlikc,"hcsaid. 

Hallcn was born and pew up on the 
ltd lake Chippewa Rc,;crvation 
About rcc::cnt troubles on his reserva-
tion and the present negotiations be-

'twccn the federal government and his 
uibc, he will not talk on the record; he 
has been instructed not 10. Besides 
being assistant regional administra1or 
of the HUD Denver office, Hallett has 
been the director of housing and man-
power programs on the Red Lake Re-
servation: director of industrial deve-
lopment for the National Congress of 
American Indians; and a consultant to 
the National Council on Indian Oppor-
tunity and the Prcsidcnl's National Ad-
visory Council on Minority Business 
Enterprise. 

Indian Law: How and why did you 
come 10 be appointed commissioner? 

Hallcu: About a year ago, around 
Thanksgiving, I was asked by Assistant 
Secretary Forrest Gerard if I would 
consider submitting my name for the 
commissioncrship. with 1hc under-
standing that there were no commi1-
mcnts on either side. 

r was asked, I believe, out or recog-
nition of the cffons of HUD's new pro-
grams office in Denver. Things were 
happening in that region that arc not 
happening or did not happen in other 
regions. At this point in time, that re-
gion has more housing units occupied 

by Indian families 1han any other re-
gion in the United States. We were able 
totakcscvcrallargcprojectsandalmost 
cut the completion time in half. 

I'm sort of a nut on organization. I 
consider myscU a very serious s1udcnt 
in that area. Organizations are formed, 
modil'lcd or exist for the purpose of ac-
complishing cutain goals and objec-
tives. Depending on how a s!ructure is 
organized, it either emphasizes func-
tion, which is counting pieces of paper, 
or purpose. The structure thal was set 
up in Denver really advocated purpose. 

l1dian la'A-: So basically you were very 
good at your job in Denver. Bui 1hcrc is 
a great difference between being head 
or HUD's new programs office in Den-
ver and commissioner of the BIA. Do 
yous« any problems with lhis? 

Hallcll; Yes, lhc challenge is somewhat 
different. When I look back at the job 
in Denver now, it appears easy and it 
was. 

I'm not an expert on Indian cultures, 
but the concept of encouraging and 
asking I think is basic to many Indian 
cultures. When I was encouraged and 
asked by the assistant secretary, some-
one that I had a great deal of respect 
for, I considered tha1 a complimen1. I 
think it's the type of compliment that 
many people, particularly those involv-
ed in Indian affairs, would respond lo. 

Indian L1w: Did you know that Mr. 
Gerard was planning to leave? It ap-
pcaredthatassoonasyoucamcon, lhc 
assis1ant secretary announced he was 
i0ing to quit his post. 

H1llct1: I would hope that there was no 
correlation. I was surprised because 
earlier in the interview process. in fact 
right after the difficuhics at Red Lake, 
the assistant secretary had contemplat-
ed leaving. To my understanding, he 
hadamectingwiththcSccrctaryand,at 
that point, made a commitment to stay. 
I was of the impression that the com-
mitment was for the duration or this 
administration. But I can undcrnand 
the personal difficulties that the assis-
tant secretary has and his reasons for 
wanting to leave. 

Indian Law: How closely will you work 
with the acting Deputy Assinant Secre-
tary Sid Mills? 

Halltll: Well, I think there is a very 
cl0toe relationship belwecn the commis-
\ioncr and the office or the Secretary, 
andthcassistamsccrctaryscrvcsasthe 
link. The assistant secretary provides 
the access for issues raised by the Se-
cretary to get back down to operational 
levels and for concerns at this level to 
get to the Secretary. II works both 
ways. 

I ha\'esatinonacoupleofsccrctarial 
staffmcc1ingsinwhich all the assistant 
secretaries raise issues of importance in 
their areas. And, I might add. thal at 
chcse meetings, Indian activities and 
issucsraiscdbythcassistantsecrctary 
haH bun numerous. 

Indian Law: During your nomination 
hearings, you talked about the BIA 
having a role connict. Could you ex-
plain what you meant by that? 

Hallcll: 0.K. At the Department of 
Housing and Urban Developmem, our 
principal objectives was the delivery of 
resource, and services to tribal govern-
ments. As I look back on that, it was a 
very easy role to accept because you 
could mo~c into an advocacy rote. But 
the Bureau has two responsibilities: one 
in the area oftrustuand the other for 
the dcli~cry of resources and services. 

The trustee role, by its nature, is 
generally a conservative one. You want 
to be certain that 1hcdccisionsthat-arc 

made by the tribes do not have an ad-
verse impac1 upon presen1 day or future 
generations of a particular tribe. But, 
on the 01her hand, you wan1 10 .sec re-
sources and services delivered. So, 
you're cau1h1 between the dichotomy 
or being a liberal on one band and a 
conservative on the other. 

ladla• Law: As 1hc new commissioner , 
what arc you going 10 do dirrcrenlly? 
How are you goin1 to improve BIA. 
operations? 

~:i~~!'. ~~:v~:s~fnTi::i~~e:! ~~r:~~:: 
lizc the staff resources wi1hin the imme-
diate office of the commissioner; to 
provide efficient and effective follow-

"'· 
A 101 of Lribal people view access to 

the commissioner's office as a righl. 
And that's acceptable. But once access 
is provided, unless you have good fol-
low-up, the initial access becomes 
meaningless and the credibility of the 
commissioner becomes less. In order to 
stay on top of the fo llow-up responsi-
bility, I am proposing and have 
proposed the establishment of four, u 
least four. regional rcprcscn1a1ivcs 
within the immediate office or 1hc com-
missioner. These arc a geographical as-
signment. 

It should be understood that the com-
missioner acts as a generalist. Below the 
commissioner we will start an organiza-
tion struc1urc that cmphasizcs specialty 
functions: economic development, 
social services, housing,etc. One of the 
organizational facts of life is th~t coor-
dinative functions are very difficult. 

Thercgionalreprescntativcswillalso be 
gcncralistsandthcirfunc1ionis to coor-
dinate the activities of the specialists. 
This will allow me 10 have someone 
within my immediate starf to keep me 
appraised of what issues arc outs1and-
ing and who has responsibility for 
them. 

lndlan Law: How will 1hcsc regional re-
presentatives improve access and fol-
low-up between the tribes and the com-
missionu? 

Halltll: I think the regional rcprcscnta-
11\·e is instrumental in augmenting ac-
cess to the commissioner's office. One 
of my provisions i$ tbat lltc5c reaiouJ 
reps ha"c 100 percent acce1ll to !he com-
missioner's office. A tribe can develop 
a good working relationship with the re-
gional representative for its geographi-
cal area. Then, if the tribe has an issue 
it feels should be brought before the 
commissioner, rather than taking a 
number like a lot of people do trying to 
get access, the tribe knows its regional 
representative will have direct access 10 
the commissioner. 

The other thing I would like to have 
thcregionalrcprcsen1ativcdoistakcan 
active leadership role in conducting 
meetings with tribal officials. The 
regional rep would meet with specialist 
program officials prior to m~ting with 
a tribe and develop an agenda of the 
issues the tribe wishes to raise. Also, the 
repcoulddcvclopacccptablcoptionsor 
resolutions to those issues. That's what 
I would like to see happen because there 
is nothing more frustrating than to go 
intoamcctingwiththetribaldclcgation 
and see them spend a hell of a lot or 
money to come here and not be able to 
fully discuss their issues and be able to 
offer them some course of action. 

l1dlan Law: What about the second ini-
tiati~c? 

Halten: O.K .. the second initiative is a 
clarification of the agency's mission, 
goals and objectives; and the integra-
tion of mana1emcnt information 
systems that will afford us feedback on 
goal accomplishments. What I'm 
concerned aboul isthal we're marching 
10 different goal!. We're fra1mentcd, 
over-fragmented. The central office 
program unit may have one set of goals, 
another office in lhc same area may 
have something different. Wi1hin the 
various area offices, you .sec different 
objec1ives. Somehow, we need to bring 
some charity 10 what our mission is. 

I've tried 10 point out that our objrc-
tives arc two-fold . That is, the delivery 
of resources and services to individuals 
and to tribal 1ovcrnments in a rcspon-
sivc, cfficicnt and cffectivc manncr. By 
the term responsive, I mean being able 
to have 1hc ncxibility to adjust to geo-
graphical, cultural, social or economic 
condi1ions thal arc diffrrcnl in various 
areas. By efficient, I mean 1hcclimina-
tion of repons and processes that are 
not. one, mandated by law, or number 
two, do not serve some meaningful pur-
pose for our client. 

lndlaa Law: And do you think there arc 
a IOI of these unnecessary and mean-
ingless processes wilhin the BIA now? 

Halltll: I believe there arc. In HUD, we 
were able 10 addreu some of these. We 
reviewed an application process for 
public housin1 thal was 67 pqes long 
and had 10 be completed 1hrcc times. 
l\flcr a review, we made a recommen-
dation that the application need only be 
!hr~ pages long. 

Jadla• Law: Will this second inilia tivc 
lead 10 any reorganizalion within 1hc 
BIA? 

Hallcll; Arca reviews that will end in re-
structuring efforts have already btcn 
initiated. The rirs1 area re,·icws have 
been completed and we're into an ar-
proval stage of these. Supposedly, by 
Aprill, we will have had approval of 
SC\'tral area plans and implementation 
of a few of these plans. I don't antici-
pate 100 much problem with these. but 
there's a lot of work that still needs to 
be done between that particular point 
and when you actuallyha,·ea reorgani-
zation. 

It's important for management of a 
particulararcaorofficctogct informa-
tion regarding any decision. There is 
nothing more frusuating to people. in 
1hc field than not knowing whal's gomg 
10 happen to them. When there's no 
communkation, it generates a hell ofa 
lotofncgativcrcactions.Andthat's no! 
healthy for an organization that has 
some important responsibilities 10 carry 
out. 

Indian Law: You mentioned a third ini-
tiative. 

H1lltll: The third is the promotion or 
economic development. In my opinion, 
this is a major goal. particularly in 
terms of the promotion of "lf-suffi-
cieacy of tribal communili_cs .. Th!5 t_hird 
a.rca con..ists or some special mma11vcs. 
that I consider arc of short term dura-
tion and place the Bureau in a leader-
ship role. 

We want to get 1ogcthcr the best 
minds to assist in the development of a 
comprehensive Indian economic deve-
lopment strategy. This economic task 
force would review and develop a pro-
posed path for Indian economic issues. 
Thcrcarcalotofpapcrson this, but no 
one's pulled it all together and reviewed 
it. The committu would produce a 
compendium of this information. 

Hopefully, this would tic in with the 
work being done by Congressmen 
Udall's and Senator Melcher's com-
mittees and other agencies. The remit 
would be to design an economic stra-
tegy with the greatest ncxibility. This 
should be completed by Sepicmbcr of 
1980 
Indian law; Do you ha\'C other plans 
for encouraging economic develop-
ment? 

HalltU: We're looking at the establish-
ment of a tribal manager core to im-
prove management in tribal govern-
ments.Several people have been talking 
about the creation ofacadrcofprofcs-
sional tribal managers that would be 
available to tribal governments, in-
terested in having administrative func-
tions carried out in the areas of finan-
cial management systems, contracting, 
personnel and 1ha1 sort of activity. 

The tribal manager core could 
address one of the impediments in 
attractingprofc~sionals into the l'leld of 
tribal management and administration: 
job sccuri1y. In many cases, tribal of-
fices arc held only fo, a short tcrm--a 
year or two. Generally the administra-
tions change at an election and so docs 
thcstafr. 

Whatwcarcproposingisthatatribc 
makes a selection from this cadre of 
professional tribal managers. The tribe 
would make up a contract with that 
individual and the salary would be paid 
for by the Bureau. 

l1dl111 Law: Then would this profes-
sional manager stay on after an elec-
tion, e,·cn if the administration chang-
ed? 

Haiku: Or he would be available to 
other tribes. Hopefully, what we would 
be getting into would be the develop• 
mcnt of a financial managcmcnl sys-
tem. If one manager was not politically 
acceptable 10 a tribe after an election 
and another was, there would bean un-
derstanding and a carrying on or the 
financial system. 

l11dlH Law: Would this core group be 
managers of only l'lnancc? 

Halltn: Well, I'm primarily looking at 
a tribal manager who would develop an 
indirect cost program 1hat could sup-
por1 a financial management system, a 
penonncl system. a contracting office 
or other program offices. In later 
phaSC$, wc•rc talking about developing 
uibal managcmen1 institutes in various 
locations across the couoirr. 

There arc all kinds of things that arc 
very exciting when you start lo look 
into them. But we just haven't put an)'· 
thing to paper and that's strictly where 
this is at. 

Indian Law: The BIA has been sharply 
crilicizcd for the mineral leases it has 
negotiated on behalf of Indian tribes_ in 
the past. Is there going to be any policy 
changes towards leasing agreements, or 
is there a mo\c in that direction? 

Hallcll: That's an area that I have not 
had much opportunity to discus_s, with 
our division of trust rcsponsib1hty -
what current practices arc, what prac-
tices were conducted in the past, what 

!were the difficulties or those practices 
and how we might address these 
matters. To follow up on that qucsti?n, 
I would recommend another session 
after I've had an opportunity to discuss 
these issues with our trust responsibili-
ties. 

Indian Law: I was wondering what your 
opinions on 1hc new Department of 
Education arc, and how Indian educa-
tion in the new department will relate 10 
Indian education ia lht BIA. 

lhlltll; Last ~car, during the contro-
versy surrounding the question of 
whether Indian education programs 
should be moved from the BIA to 
HEW, I made the statement that I felt 
Indian children were being used for 
political ends. rather than for the im-
proving of educational services. All the 
discussion seemed 10 be pro or con 
moving it out of the Bureau and not 
necessarily on what the difficulties arc 
that must be addressed in the field of 
Indian education. 

You know, I respect the position of 
the tribes and I indicated that the re-
moval of Indian education from the 
Bureau creates an opportunity to dis-
continue, in many cases. a treaty obli-
gation to tribes. 

lndi•n La,.: Would that obligation be 
lessened if education were put under 
another department? 

lhllttt: I think it would be lots. 

Indian La,.: Please explain 

llalltll: Generally, \r there's a short 
person. like me. standing in a crowd of 
tall people, I can't see very far, and 
many people can't ~cc me. When you're 
confronted with an objtttivc of educat-
ing I don't know how many millions of 
children across the United States and 
about 500,000 represent Native Ameri-
can~, it becomes a very small number. I 
would say it's the same analogy. You 
have the tendency to design programs 
to meet the most number of people 
rather than a specific people 

Jndiu La"': Following that argumcm, 
why shouldn't all Indian offices and 
programs be brought under the BIA? 

HallcU; I guess we have to look at the 
federal Indian policy for some form of 
response to that. If we were to slarl a1 
the 1887 Dawes Act, we would classify 
that panicularpolicyasavcry ncgati\·e 
one. The 1934 Indian Reorganization 
Act was a positive swing in the federal 
Indian policy pendulum. Then we move 
back in the termination era of the mid-
SO's. In the 1960's, the pendulum goes 
back to the inclusion of tribes in num-
erous federal domestic agency pro-
grams. There was also a new recogni-
tion of the functions of tribal govern-
ments in terms of state, counties and 
city ~ovcrnmcnts. 

But in the mid•50's and early 60's, 
)·ou start to see the remnants of the 
1crmina1ion era in 1hc Bureau. in terms 
oftryingtocu1back on everything. The 
Bureau was servicing less people and 
had a rcputa1ion of general!)· under-
counting Indians on reservations to 
basically justify 1hc limittd number of 
resources it was providing. The Bureau 
and the OEO (Office of Economic Op· 
portunity) were continually ha~ing 
battles. with sometimes a 200 10 JOO 
percent difference in those numbers. So 
some or the other agencies started 10 

make resources available 10 tribes 
EDA. even SBA, FmHA and HUD 
Now 1he Department of Energy is l_ook-
ing al energy projects on rescrvauons 

Indian I.aw: So the 70's is a continua• 
tion of this? 

llallcll: Ye\. Of course, nobody hu a 
crys1al ball. but people now arc saying 
the i~)UCS of water rights and JUrisd1c-
tionareundcra1tack. And that in some 
ways·rcprescnts the survival of Indian 
Country--if you don't have water, you 
don't li\·c very long 

Indian l.1w: Interior recently announc-
ed a new policy decision on Indian 
wa1cr projects. What will this new 
policy accomplish or is it just aimed at 
information gathering? 

H1llrn: It's aimed at planning and pro• 
viding resources to the tribes so they 
wifl be able to identify water resources 
and uses. At least that's the under-
standing that I have. I guess the po~ture 
of the department has been one of en-
couraging negotiations between the 
tribes and ~talcs. It's very difficult for 
tribes 10 negotiate from a position of 
not knowing ...,ha! their pot~n_tial is. So 
the first phrase of the adm1mstrat1on•s 
water polici for Indian, is OM of pro-
viding rc~our~·cs 10 do planning. Then 
the second pha~c. I gu~s. imolvcs 1hc 
implementation of those plans. 

Indian Law: How docs Indian pre-
ference work within the BIA and arc 
there any change~ thal will be made in 
!hat area? 

Hallcll; Well, Indian preference i~ man-
dated by the 1934 Reorganization Act 
The Secretary is pres..:ribcd 10 develop 
standards for the employment of In-
dian\ and Indian-related 1c1ivitics. So 
it'~ a manda1cd-f1om-Congrcss require-
ment. I think in terms of preference we 
vic11, 1his in a positive manner. But 
people ha,c indicated that when we 
look 10 Indian preference, 'A-C're look-
ing to reduce the standards for employ-
ment. I don't necessarily feel that same 

The requirement of undcr,tan·li:'f 
and scnsiti\ity 10 ~ocial, cconomi.., cul-
tural conditions of reservations i~ a re-
quirement that many, many people in 
the non•lndian community I don't 
thinkcansatisfy.lthinkthat1hatun 
demanding, that (ensitivity is of 
C)(lrcmc importan..,e in dc~tloping a rc1 
pons1~·e attitude in dcli~cring resource 
~cnice~ to Indian communities. 

Indian La"': Are there any problem~ in 
the ... ay Indian preference i,i, carried 
out? 

llall,11:Thcrci,oncarcawhere I Yoould 
ha\c some reservations and concern 
about Indian preference, in that we're 
not u~ing itua vehicle to bring Indian 
people into the federal sys1cm. Indian 
prefercnct is maintained as a temporary 
son of ~talu\ within the Bureau and 
within the rcdcral career system. As 
such, an individual out of the BIA 
doesn't have career status 10 compett 
for employment opportunities in other 
federal agencies. So, until we arc able 10 
develop some mechanism 10 mo\C peo-
ple from Indian preference to carttr 
uatus, 11,c are doing a disservice to In-
dian people, particularly profcs~ional 
Indian people • 

lndlan Law: You mean their experience 
""·ith the BIA docs not gi\C them any 
advantagcswi1h othcrfedcralagcncies! 

ha,·ccar«rstalus. 
the S)Stcm~ in HUD, EOA, SBA and 
other agencies arc clo~ed. You can't gc1 
into them unless you go through the 
Office of Personnel Management. So it 
would be lil.:e a nc"' person coming off 
thc~1rec1. E\Cnifthat person may ha,c 
five. ~i~. seven,. or eight years of rc~tr 
va1ion c,pcricncc. if they don'I ha,c 
career statu, the)· won't make it•-thc) 
can't 11.ct in the door. 

Indian preference docs have an ad 
vant~gc in that on initial hire an indi\'i• 
dual can be brought into the Eurcau 
under Indian preference, Yoithout 
ha1·ing lo go lhrough a ci1il scnke 
register. But wha1 good dots it do if 
you·re onl)· limiting them to that one 
agcn~y? 
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Great Lakes Area News 
Self-Determination becoming reality 
at Mole Lake Wisconsin 

Brown receives 
Red Eagle Award 

\ IOLCIA"-E,WIS. lt'sbccncight 
years since Congrus sci American 
Indian Tribes on a course ofielfdctcr 
mination. 

Nowhere has that policy taken a 
more unusual route than at the tiny 
Sokaogon Chippewa Reservation in 
I orest County where 210 Native Ameri 
can~ arc into ~how business. 

Although the Mole l.akc Chippewa~ 
havethcsmallcstrcscrrnlionin the state 
(1,900acresJ. thcyannuallysiagconcof 
the biggest bashes in this part of the 
Midwcst·•thc Great Northern Bluegrass 
Festival. 

This ~ear's event, July 3 through 
Aug.~. c~pected to draw up to J0.000 
people -..ho will pa)· up to SW for four 
days of mellow, foot-stomping, tub-
thumping music rrom such luminaries 
as Doc Watson, the Oillards, the Dirt 
Band and Stone Oak. 

Bluegrass lovers returning to the re-
servation this summer will find some 
changes at Mole Lakc--new festival 
grounds and l9ncwhousingunitsalong 
Highway SS and Sokaogon Dr. 

Mole Lake's Tribal Council has 
learned that there's money in music 
festivals and they're using that money 
to improve the reservation and their 
uandard of living. 

The fact that they're getting federal 
funds to help keep them in the festival 
business has drawn criticism from re-
gional media commentators. Channel 7 
in Wausau has criticized an Economic 
Development Administration grant of 
some SI00,000 to renovate the festival 
grounds, as has an Antigo news writer. 

Tribal Planner Joe Schmidt finds the 
criticism both misleading and ironic. 

Pointing out that billions in federal 
funds are given annually to communi-
ties throughout the country, Schmidt 
said in a letter 10 the Antigo Daily 
Journal: "The purpose of federal grant 

program~ is to help depressed areas by 
furthering economic dcvclopmcn1 
potential of that area. The grant funds 
in que~tion arc to be used by the tribe to 
protect an economic resource that not 
only bcnefi1s 1hc tribe, but also sub-
~tantially bcncfi1s the surrounding area. 
including An1igo." 

\\ ith some S20.000 in matching 
fund~ from the uibc, and more from 
another program, SIJJ,000 will be used 
carlythissummcr10 renovate the fcsti· 
,algrounds,buildalargc 8-foot ,chain-
link fence, construct t1>0 large toilet 
buildings and replace the old stage with 
a modern struclllrc that will have a 
basement area for the entertainers. 

Schmidt said the ground would be 
availablcforgroupsandmcctingsinad-
dition to thc festival. 

3rd ladi1n Run feslhll 
This year's festival will be the fifth. 

The finl two were promoted by whites. 
The tribe took the festival over two 
yearsagoandmadcmoncyforthefirst 
time last year, Schmidt said. 

The tribe also will undertake the 
renovation work at the festival 
grounds. The projeet will be the latest 
inascricsaimedatlaunchingan lndian 
conscruction ,ompany. 

At this point the contracting firm has 
only three full-time workers and three 
pan-timers, but the tribe is looking for-
ward to the day when it will bid on pro• 
jects in the area. So far it has under• 
taken only reservation work. 

"11.ight now we're developing work 
habiu. Lots of training. Before we get 
into anything big on the outside we 
want to make ccnain we can handle it," 
Schmidt said. 

Sep1ic Tank~ Built 
The front-end loader and backhoe 

purchased with Bluegrass funds has 

been u~cd 10 install 10 septic tanks on 
the rc-.crvation. The tribe also ,01 a 
5_14.(l(l(J ,ubcontracl 10 do the ~cpti<: 
tank ,,.,ork on the about Sl million Alice 
Randall Memorial Housing De,clop 
mcnt being completed this spring 

Hn,rnccd by the Dcpanment of 
Hou~ing and Urban Development. 1hc 
houiing project is Che s«ond on the re-
servation. Alice Randall, v.ho died a 
fe,.,_ year~ ago, "-IS a sister of William 
Ackley, the old chief for "horn the 
first dc,elopmcnt v,..as named ,,.,hen it 
was built in 1972 

Schmidt, a white nati>e of Lac de 
t-lambcau with a dcgrtt in history and 
economics from the University of Wis 
consin-·Sle~cns Point, joined the tribe 
more than three years ago. He credits 
much of lhe progress to a "stable lea-
dership'' on the part of Daniel J. Poler 
Sr., tribal chairman, and Charles Fox, 
former chairman and now festival 
leader 
Monr) Sprtad Around 

Mole Lake has used festival money 
throughout the reservation. Some 
SZ,000 was spent for a dump truck. 
Another $2,000 was spent for wild rice 
to reseed the 300-acrc Rice Lake, which 
is beina overrun by lily pads in recent 
years. The Ba1:khoc cost $22,000. 

Schmidt said th~ festival was self sup-
por1ing and the tribe had all the money 
it needed to pay the performers and 
co,·cr other costs. 

''It is a well run festival. The bands 
get here and they play on rime," he 
says. "This is not always the case with 
festivals.•• 

Congress intended that its 1972 self 
determination act would move tribes to· 
ward self sufficiency, but Schmidt 
doesn't sec that happening for many 
years at Mole Lake. He counts the gains 
in terms of each new job, since unem-
ployment is running at 46'!1 in Forest 

MILWAUKE_E, WIS.-- Anthony 
Brown, a Menom1m:e from Wisconsin, 
was m:ently presented with the Red 
Eagle Award for direeting the films 
Ancestors Of Those Unborn and l.iving 
With Tradition. 

angry. The local media were only 
focusing on the militants and the 
town~ people of Shawano (the nearest 
non-lndiantown)didn't,ccthc Indians 
that were siaying home and tending to 
bu~incss. They iaw the Indians that 
were down there drinking in the bars 
!Shawano) that couldn't deal with the 
pres!.urc\ of the time." 

New theater group looks promising 
The award was presented to Bro\ln in 

Anaheim, California by 1hc Native 
American Public Broadcasting Consor-
tium. 

Bo1h films were shot on the 
Menominee Reservation in Wiscon\in 
when the Onieda Nation was in the pro-
cess of rcAaining federal trust stallls. 

"These were hard times, said Brown, 
"alotofmypcoplewerccon1uscd and 

Bros, n made 1hc two films to 
1:on1eract local media. He accomplished 
thh by focusing on the Indian~ that 
\lcrcpracticingtheir religion and carry-
ing on the traditions of the tribe. 

Brown li\cs in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
and "-Ork\ a~ a media consulant for the 
stale\ Office of Culrnral Affairs. 

N.A.I.W.A. 
There will be a meeting of the North American 

Indian Womens Association, August 15, 1980 
at 7:00 PM at the Tribal Center of the Leelanau 
Indians Incorporated, Peshawbe Town. For further 
Information or If you are Interested In offering 
support please contact: Lorna Kahgegab, 7070 East 
Bl">Bdway, Mount Pleasant Ml 48848 (517) 773-9887 
or Jan Halverson (906) 786-5394 or Betty Castle 
(517) 373-0654. 

WISCONSIN DELL, WIS. ·· A be-
lief that everyone can benefit from the 
philos.ophy, musi~ and hcri.tagc of the 
Amcncan Indian is the basis on which 
the Daystar Indian Theater is built. 

Add contemporary music and chor-
eography and you have Che foundation 
forwhathasbccomeapopularand suc-
cessful group. 

Rosalie Jones, creator and founder 
or 1he troupe headquartered here, is a 
woman of dcdica1ion and dreams who 
has worked for improvement and par-
tidpation among American Indians in 
the world of the performing arts. 

A Blackfoot she has beeomc na• 
tionally known as a solo performer and 
promoter of performing arts for Native 
Americans. 

She creates a unique form of art that 
entertains many visitors to Wisconsin 
Dells. The dances she choreographs tell 
the stories and legends of her people, 
the American Indian. 

"There is a tremendous need forim-
Pfll"cmcnt and participation in Native 
American !heater," she said. She cn-
co~ragcs youth. )n developing their 
sk1!ls, whether 111s dan,ing, musi, or 
acung. 

Pilot program provides students 

"_There is so much talent among the 
Indian people," she said. "But only a 
few have the chance 10 develop their 
skills. For one reason or another it jusl 
hasn't been possible." 

M~. Jones has shown, by example, 
that careers in the fine arts arc possible 
and fun. 

Theater groups su<:h as Daystar arc 
few m number m the United States. 
Only one other is known in Wisconsin. 

The group recently performed at the 
Midwest Rcaional Bilingual Multicul-
tural Education Conference in Lake 
Geneva and at the Wisconsin Theater 
Association convention in Madison. It 
also has performed in Milwaukee. 

Ms. Jones holds degrees in music and 

mod~rn dan<:e and received special 
1rainmg under scholarship with Jose 
Limon at Juilliard in New York City. 
Currently, she is founder and artistic 
director of Daystar: American Indian 
Theater. 

Other Days1ar members include 
Keith Conway, a Bla,kfoot who was a 
founding member of the Native 
American Theater Ensemble in New 
York as well as a member of the Red 

with courses in Native history, culture 
RHINELANDER, WIS. ·· Summer 

school pupils in Rhinelander will be· 
,omepartofapilottestingprogrambc-
ginn,ngin June on the state's first Na-
tive American sodal studies course. 

Indian education officials believe the 
program could become the most 
imp.ortant factor in reducing prcjudi<:e 
agamst Indians in Wisconsin. 

The curriculum will cover the history 
and culture of Wisconsin Indians from 
the Indians' point of view, and will be 
aimed primarily at non-Indian teachers 
and pupils. 

Those in the pilot testing here and 
possibly in other cities in northern Wis-
consin, will help evaluate the materials 
and ~uaaest revisioni; 

Revisions t:11pttlfll 

Thccurriculumthcnwillbc field test-
ed during the 1980-81 school year in 20 
school districts around the state. After 
final revisions, it will be submitted to 
t~c Slate Department of Public lnstruc-
uon .as a pcrmancnl supplement to 1hc 
curriculum in all Wisconsin schools. 

lfall1ocsasexpec1cd, the program, 
now called the Wisconsin Woodland In-
dian. Project, would beeomc the Wis-
consin Supplementary Social Studies 
Guide for use in lhc fourth srade 

Tbetimctablc for the three-year fcd-
er~lly financed project calls for compi• 
lat1on of maierial the first year, pilot 
and field testmg the second year and 
ev1lua.lio~s •. final revisions, printing 
and dtUnbuuo n the third year. 

Ernest St. Germaine of Lac de Flam-
beau. projeet director, said matcrials 
were completed by the Menom inee, 
Stockbridse•Munscc, Winnebago and 
Chippewa .tribes, and were underway 
on the Oneida and Potawatomia uibcs. 

Workins out of Rhinelander public 
school offi<:es and Ni,okt College, he 
has been holding workshops over the 
last several months in which resource 
people fr_om each of the tribes provide 
mformation and demonstrations in 
their areas of e,pcrtisc. 

The curriculum will include Indian 
history, art, literature, musk, socio-
losy, anthropology, customs and even a 
section on treaties. 

The projcct also wi ll include sensiti-
vity training for teachers, primarily to 
teach the'!' how to recognize prejudicial 
matenal m schoolbooks and how to 
a"oid stereotyping. 

"The Dark Aats" 

St. Germaine said the histories of the 
tribes arc told in the words of Indian 
cider~. as handed down from one 
scneration to the next. 

"lt will be our way of telling people 
who we are." he said. "You can' t get 
that in the textbooks. The tcstbooks 
arc using material from the Dark 
Age\." 

~:r:~~~r ~fs~:c 1~:t':~h"::;h 
the pr0Je<:t wa~ intcnded primarily 10 
teach non- Indians about Indians, it 

would help young Native Americans. 
''Alotofourcul!ure has been lost in 

myscncration,cvcninmyfathcr'saen• 
eration,"hcsaid. "We want tore- light 
those fires in our Indian students" 

Leslie Garrard, of the Indian Ed~ca-
tion Services office of the Department 
of Public Instruction , said the project 
was one of only two of its kind in the 
United States. The 01hcr is in Ok la-
homa. 

She said the new curriculum material 
would be geared to the fourth 1radc 
level because that's when pupils nor-
mally arc. intro~uccd 10 Indian history. 

She said Indian stereotyping was a 
profound problem in Wisconsin schools 
becausecvcnthenewcr1c11tbooks failed 
:fv:.'ace Indians in the proper pcrspec-

Hls1ory Dlstorttd 

" It 's bias eilhcr by omission or dis-
t?rtion," !Hlid Dorothy Davids, an as-
sistant profcss_or with the Communi1 y 
D~nam1cs Institu te of the University of 
Wisconsin Elllcnsion in Madison. 

"We're fo rtunate if we arc in the 
IC~tbooks a t all,'' said Davids, a Stock-
bndge~Muns«. " In some social studies 
and hlSlory books, American history 
often bqins with the comint of the 
Europeans.'' 

That she said, is a bias or omission.'' 
. Even.worse, she said, is when "our 

h1s1ory 1s therc, but it's not a history of 
our people fi&hting for our homeland 
Rather we arc Portrayed as pcopl~ 
standing in the way of proarcss." 
to~~a~:•~hc con1inued , " is bias by dis-

Davids asked, "W hen our young 

people set history books 1ha1 reflect 
them as bloodthirsty savages ..... and 
when thcylc1rn that the alphabet is A 
for Apple, B for Ball, I for Indian, is it 
any wonder that they find ii hard to 
learn?" 

In a related matter, Indian officials 
also are pressing for bicultural and bil-
ing~al school programs specifically for 
Indian <:hildren around the state. 

Indian pupils arc believed to have a 
more widespread impact on the state's 
edu,ational system than any other na-
tional or racial group because they arc 

~~huon~:~i:n~~{e a~h1!:s~~l~~rr~ s~f',1! 
Slate's 433 school districts. 

In the two public school districts that 
arc on reservations - Menominee and 
Lac de Flambeau - they make up a lmost 
the entire student body. 

In two other districts - Bayfield near 
the Red Cliff Reservation and Bowler 
ncarthcS1ockbrid1c-M unsccs-thcyarc 
more than so-,. of the enrollment. In 
about 12S districts, mostly rural, 1bcy 
represent up to 15'- of the student 
body. 

"So,"saidGarrard , "thcrcisasi1ni-
ficant number of school districts that 
should be concerned abou1 havin1 the 
materials, cour&es and staff to educalC 
Indian students." 

Probably the mos! strious short-
comina, noled Garrard, is that public 
schools have the full time equivalent of 
onlr I lnd.ian teacher for every 122 
Indian pupils, compared with I black 
tca~her for every 50 black pupils and I 
white teacher for every IS white pupils. 

Earth Performing Arts Co. of Seattle. 
He has had e11tensivcc11pcricncc in pro• 
fcssional aspects of the thcarer: pro-
gram coordinator for the first Nati\·c 
American Theater Festival and chair-
man of the Drama Department at the 
Institute of American Indian Arts. 

Linda Lopez is a dancer, actress and 
graduate of the Institute of American 
Indian Ans of Santa Fe. A Yakima, she 
has toured with major productions of 
Indian theater on the West Coast and 
was a coordinating member of the Na-
tive American Theater Festival. 

Georgia Larson, a Assinibinc-Sioux, 
is a vocalist of considerable ability with 
a wide ranac of styles: classical, rock, 
blues, jazz and country-wcSlern, as well 
as traditional and contemporary forms 
of American Indian music. Reecntly, 
she had added dance and acting lo her 
performing skills. 

Diane Decorah, a Winnebago who 
has a bachelor's degree in theater from 
the University of Wisconsin--Stc~cns 
Point,isthcformerassistantdirectorof 
the Stand Rock Indian Ceremonial 
here. Her intcrc.st is in costumes, art, 
design and production, as well as 
dancinA. 

Sean O'Halloran and Dale Rogers, 
the ncwe5t members of the group, arc 
students of theater and dance. They 
commute from Ladysmith and Minne-
apolis. Both arc planning careers in the 
performing arts. 

The theater is currently setting up a 
performing schedule for the upcoming 
tourist season at the Dells. 

(ounty. ,,.,hkh long ha\ had double 
Jigit J0ble\\nC\\ 

"i1·t l p O111n (,0Hrnm1•n1 
lnder \elf detcrmina1ion, tribe\ arc 

free 10 \Ct up chcir own go\crnmcnt and 
to compete for ,ariou, federal fund\ in 
the burcaucratii.: wpcrmarkcl 

l ndcrthis\ystem, the Bureau ol In 
dian Affair~ s1ill has trust rcspon,ibilit) 
for Che reservations, but it's grant\ arc 
far smaller than people rcali,c. ,1olc 
1.akcgct\Sl:!.900a)'C3r, which the lri· 
bal council has in,csted in cstabli\hing 
a tribal book keeping and management 
\)'Stem that meets all federal standard~ 

This is carried out in a ne111 Com 
munity Center on Highway S5, buih 
three years ago by tribal Y.orkcr, for 
less than their bid price of Sl66,000 

"People always say Indians 111as1c 
money, but \IC did our work and did it 
chcaocr, Schmidt said. 

Traditional 
Indian Art 
Endangered 

WISCONS IN DELLS, WIS ..• Fac-
ina threats to their traditions and life-
styles in many ways, Indians here have 
been confronted with yet another pro-
blem 

Basket makin1, practiced for centur-
ies by skilled American Indian women, 
is becoming a thing of the past. 

Materials used for baskets vary with 
tribe, location and source of supply, 
but basket making among the Winne-
bago Indians in Wisconsin is in danaer 
of becoming a lost art. The black ash, ~=r~::' used for the work, is becoming 

The diminishing number of baskets 
being produced is rcnccted in their cost. 
-'.'Ince available for as little H SO cents, 
mo\t baskets now cost be1wecn $25 and 
S3S and arc considered colleetors· 
i1cms. 

Na1ivc 10 the swamplands of the Mid-
west, the black ash is durable and sofc, 
perfect for making baskets. However, 
many swamps arc being drained for 
building and a1ricultural use, and the 
1rcc is now in short supply. 

Young &iris of the tribe learned about 
basket making at the knee of their 
mothers and grandmothers. When 1hcy 
grew older, they passed their knowledge 
of the ancient craf1 on to their own dau-
ghters. But in recent years there has 
been no extra wood for praclice or les-
sons and the flow of information has 
nearly stopped. 

But behind the age-old an are the 
faces of history. 

Rose Miner is a woman of quiet 
dignity. She is amon1 the most talented 
of. all basket makers. At 78, her eyes 
suli sparkle w1tll pndc and pleasure 
when she talks about her five dau1h-
1ers, 38 grandchildren and 11 grcat-
grandchildrcn. 

Mrs. Miner was born in 81g Spring in 
Adams County and has lived most of 
her life in the Wisconsin Dells area. 

A widow, she has been makina 
baskets since she was a child. Her 
daughtcrshavcsincelcarncd the art but 
there hasn't been enough wood 10 teach 
her itranddaughters. 

One craft that is sur"iving is bead-
work, which is still pursued by Indians 
of all ages. The intricate and colorful 
designs are perfections of art 1ha1 bcaan 
many years ago. 

Language 

remembers 

the past, 

provides for 

the future 

Jot: MIG"'AN-
ABt'., l111111111e lud1c-r 
•• 111,, Haat1a1 .. m, 
S.-hool, a 

111orbllnp 
duri1111 A•art'• 
111·" n a, llelcl 
da,, April 1211 /1\iorlll• 
rrn l ahtr• 
,..11, . Mi.111an1bc 
08'h rard, ••· 
di,·11,·,· rrplli1•11 a, pa" 
:~,.~'.~ lt1tlll•1t ltt .. i• 
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Questions 

Answered 

on Child 

Welfare Act 
Wh•I h Thr Indian Child \hlf•re Ael'.' 

The Indian Child Welfare Acl is a 
rcdcral law recc.nlly passed by Congress 
lo prolect Indian families and tribes 
from 1hc loss of !heir children in stale 
court proceedings which do no! fully 
consider thcuniquccuhuraldiffcrcnccs 
of Indian children and families. 

Con1rcssdcclarcd1hatitisa national 
policy to protcc1 Indian children and 
Indian tribes by establishing na1ional 
nandards which slate courts must fol-
low before Indian children can be re-
moved from their parents or Indian 
custodians. 

How Don The Child Wclf1rc 
Acl Work? 

The Indian Child Welfare Act pro-
vides safeguards against abuses of state 
courts in Indian Child custody actions. 
ltrcquircsthatina statccourtinvol-
untary placemen! proceeding when a 
childisknowntobc Indian or the court 

~:: ;~:t~
0
;ot:r~~i~;~ ~~~i~~i\t;\~;f~~~j 

office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
to determine the childs tribal member-
ship. The notice must be in writing, 
indicating the tribe's right 10 intervene 
and allow at least ten (10) days after 
delivery for lhe tribe to respond. The 
tribe may have an additional twenty 
(20) days !O respond if it so rcqucsts. 

AIIPar11csarccn1itled to sec any re-
ports which the state court may use in 
making its decision. Additionally, the 
slate coun is required to notify the 
parent and guardian of their right toan 
attorney, and !hat the court will 
appoin1 an attorney free of charge if 
they cannot afford to pay for one. 

Wll11 b Rcci•lttd Uadcr TIie Acl Be-
fort A Child CH le ReinotM From 
A• Ho•ef 

Ex.ccpl forcmcracncics, a child may 
not be taken away from ilS Indian par-
ents without a showing supported by 
cl~randconvincingcvidcnccincluding 
ex.pert witnesses who qualify as know-
ledgeable in Indian cus1oms and social 
relations that the child will suffer emo-
tional or physical damage if 1hc child 
remains with the parents. If parental 
righ1s arc to be "terminated", ic. the 
rights to the child permanently lost, the 
court must find beyond a reasonable 
doubt that a child will be damaged by 
staying with the parents. 

The Act also requires that before re-
moval occurs, all other methods of 
handlin1thcfamilyproblcmshavcbccn 
tried without success. The state court 
must make active cffons to provide the 
services necessary lo prevent the 
family'sbrcakup.Onlyifthcscscrviccs 
havcbccnmadcavailablcand have not 
been successful can the court order the 
child's removal from the parents. 

Whom Docs The Ac:t Appl)? 

The Act applies to Indians, Indian 
children, Indian custodians and Indian 
Tribes. An lndianisdcfincdasa person 
wh~ is a member of an Indian tribe. An 
Indian child is an unmarried person 
under cigh1ecn who is a member or 
eligible for membership in an Indian 
tribe. An Indian custodian means an 
l~dian person who is caring for an In-
dian child wilh the parents consent or 
by tribal law or custom or under state 
law .. An ln~ian tribe means any 
organized Indian group or community 
whose members arc recognized by the 
Secretary of.the Interior as being cligi• 
blc for services be<:ause of their s1atus 
as Indians. 

Wlm1 WoR'I The Indian Child Welr•rc 
Act Apply? 

. In c~sc~ where the child is charged 
with cnm~nal wrongdoing and in child 
custody disputes in a divorce action bc-
1ween parcnu. 

How b The Pl•ccmcnt or 
Child 

If a determination is finally made 
that the child must be removed from the 

~:ic;:;~~s ~~a;t'fh~ f~:~::'ti'o'::';ia~~~ 
mcn1 be as family-like and as 
1co1raphically close to the child's regu-
lar home as possible. 

M•sl The Co•n Give Preference To 
Placla1 The Child Wilh An Indian 
F•mlly'.' 

Yes. The state court must attempt to 
p~c the child with a member of 1hc 
child's c!l.lcnded family; his uncles or 
aun1S,1randparcnts or other close rela-
lives. Jrarclativcplaccment is unavail-
able, the court mun ancmpt to place 
tltcchild with a foster home which the 
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Tribal chairman candidates 

Joseph Lumsden 
Joseph Lumsden, Sault Ste. Marie 

Tribal Chairman, was first appointed 
chairman in 197210 finish thclerm of 
Fred L. Hatch who passed away that 
year. Prior to the appointment, he 
served for five years on the Tribal 
Board of Directors. 

Lumsden. a life-long resident of 
Sault Ste. Marie, is a graduate of the 
Sault Area High School, a veteran of 
the Korean Connict. and a graduate of 
Northern Michigan University. 

For the last l5ycarshehasworked as 
Indian Education Facilitator for 1hc 
Sault area. One of the major accomp-
lishments as Facilitator was the deve-
lopment of a pre-school for Indian 
children. Lumsden was also involved in 
the development ofthc1elcvision show, 
"Magic Tree .. , which provides pre-
~choolcrs with programs on Indian 
heritage and culture 

In 1976 Lumsden was elected to the 
tribal chairmanship. The same year he 
headed a successful drive for federal 
recognition of th~ Sault Tribe. 

Lumsden is an energetic chairman 
whose administration has been instru-
mental in the development of 23 social 
and econo'!Lic programs. These pro-
grams pro\1dc over \.6 milhon dollars 
in benefits to tribal members· and 
employ 90 people in seven counties of 
the Upper Peninsula. Some of these 
programs include 

--College Scholarship Program 
--Indian Health Clinic in Kcnross 
--Youth Employment Training Pro-

gram 
--Indian Action Team 
--Community Health Representatives 

Legal Aid Sen ices to Indian People 
The Sault Tribe hasalsocx.pandcd its 

services since the 1976 election. With 
the construction of three new tribal 

centers in Munising, Manistique and 
SaultSte.Marie,1hctribalscrviccshavc 
bt1;omc more accessablc to members in 
outlying areas. Also with the develop-
ment of a conservation management 
program, which employs a biologist. 
1v.o technicians and six law enforce-
ment officers, the Sault uibc is on the 
road to developing a comprehensive 
fish management program. ''This'', 
says Lumsden, "is something that is 
desperately needed to increase and 
improve the livin1 our tribal fishermen 
make off the Great Lakes." 

According to Lumsden, future goals 
for his administration include: 

--The obtainment of a firm resolution 
of the fishing controversy; 

--The completion of all Indian hous-
ing proposed for Mackinaw, School-
craft and Alger counties; 

··The development of a tribal court 
system; 

·-The development of a tribal cor-
poration to assiu tribal members cs-
tabli$h busin~~c~: 

--The development ofa uibal fisher-
ies corporation (co-op). This would give 
tribalfishermcnthcabilily to pool their 
resources and gel top dollar for their 
product; 

--The payment of land claim monies 
owed to the tribe and its members. 

Lumsden feels that the future of the 
tribe is bright and has the potcmial for 
continuous growth. "In 1972", said 
Lumsden, "We were working out of a 
kitchen and had assets of about 100 
dollars and a membership of 800. 
Today our tribal membership is over 
9,0CM) and our assets now exceed 4 
million dollars. We have developed our-
selves as competent Indian government 
that is very capable of handling our 
own affairs." 

*** 

Bonnie McKerchie 
Bonnie \1c Kcrchic, tribal council 

member, is the candidate in opposition 
for the chairmanship of the Sault Tribe. 

Mc Kcrchie is a lifetime resident of 
Sault Ste. MaricandagraduateofSault 
Area High School. She attended LSSC 
for one year majoring in business 
education 

According to Mc Kerchic the tribe 
hasnegle<:tcdthethoughts and wisdom 
of the uibal elders. "Through them." 
she says. "the tribe can become 

cduca1ed and grow." 
She also feels there is a lack of com-

munication within the tribe. "We have 
a large area to cover", said Mc 
11:erchic, "and we don't have enough 
contact with tribal members that live 
ou1sidc of the Sault. We have a big 
enough staff to provide services to the 
o_utlying areas of Manistique, Cedar-
ville, etc, but the Sault Tribe has 
continually centered ils policies around 
the Sault Ste. Marie Arca. 

The fishing issue is also a concern of 
Mc Kerchic's. According to her the 
Sault Tribe has spent 10 much money 
and time on solving the matter. "Right 
now, says Mc Kcrchic, "we have a three 
ringed circus. This has caused the issue 
to become blown way out of propor-
tion. In order to resolve 1hc issue we 
have to sit down with one spokesman 
from each interest group and rationally 
solve our differences. 

Another important issue Mc Kcrchic 
is concerned with is Indian housing.•• 
\1c Kcrchic believes that the Indian 
housing proposed for the Mar Shunk 
area is badly needed for 1hc various 
members of the Saul! Tribe. "The tribe 
has grown·•, she said, "and we need 
tha1 housing. And the longer we delay 
the less our money will buy ... 

"The Sault Tribe has a lot or 
potential and under the right leader-
ship," said Mc Kcrchic, "it will 
continue to move ahead.'' 

Election candidates profiled 
O"'it: JUNE 16, 1hc S1ull Sic. Mule 

Trilw of Chlppcw1 Indian•~ -..111 hold 1n 
r ll'flion for the orfkc orTrihal Ch1ir-
man. The 1ho" artld,\ prom, each 

tribe .has approved. When a nibat 
specified foster home placemen! can't 
bc_madc the slate court must place the 
child inan Indian foster home which is 
Slate approved. When none of the 
abovc_placcmcnts can be made, a place-
ment in.an Indian opcra1cd insti1u1ion 
is permitted. 

Only when the state court has been 
unsuccessful in localing any of the 
above placements may a stale court 
place an Indian child in a non-Indian 
home. 

c1ndid1rc: Josc-pll LumMlea, 1rlb1I 
fhairm1n, Bonntt MeKcrd1lc, 
mrmhc-r. 

NOTE: This is only a portion of the 
Child Welfare Act. If a copy of the act 
itself is needed. please feel free to 
contact our office and we will be pleas-
ed to forward you a copy of the Acl. 

CC?NTACT: Commission on Indian ~~:•~j !f~~u Michigan Ave., Lan1-

dia~~PRINT FROM: The Michi1an In-

Wilderness captured on canvas 
by Jeff Dickinson 

A large buck pausing in a meadow on 
a clear Au1umn day, a snow covered 
country-side, or the beauty of the sun 
rising over the sparkling waters of Lake 
Superior arc all part of the scenic 
beauty of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 
but they can also be found on canvas 
with the name of John Bowen inscribed 
in the lower ritht hand corner. 

Bowen, an Ottawa, now living on the 
Bay Mills Indian community, a Chip-
pewa reservation localed in the eastern 
Upper Peninsula, was originally born in 
Elk Rapids, Michigan. Raised in a con-
vent in Harbor Springs, he had no 
formal training in painting, however, 
he did have some instruction in perspec-
tive drawing, Bowen stated, "at the 
time I had no use for it, but when I 
starled painting, I really found out 
what perspective drawin& meant.,. 

Bowen did not start out as a pain1er. 
In fact he didn't start painting until he 
was thirty years old. His original pro-
fession was cooking, whose speciality 
was Polynesian food. As the quality of 
his cookina improved, his job oppor-
tunities increased. He eventually 
reached 1hc natus of chef and was 
cooking a1 all the ex.uavagant places 
around the Grca1 Lakes. 

In 1940 Bowen made his permanent 
residence in Bay Mills. Hcsaid,"llikcd 
the area and the people and my wife 
also grew up here so I de<:ided to move 
up to Bay Mills and stay." 

"The problem I had in the past," 
stated Bowen, "was trying to find time 
for my painting. My cooking career 
kept me moving from one place to 
another and I couldn't devote my full 
time to painting until after I retired 
from cooking in 1962." 

Like his cooking career, his career as 
a pain1er improved with time. Today at 
age 80 Bowen says, "my work is still 
improving." 

When Bowen firn Slartcd painting he 
used to give away his works. His philo• 
sophy was, "if a person wanted a paint-
ing, I would give him one. I could al-
ways paint more," he said. "It wasn't 
long before he was aiving away paint-
ings right and left. h was at this point 
that friends had told him 10 sell his 
paintings. Thiswasfineforawhilc. The 
hobby he started, now turned into a 
small profession - and so he started 
charging510 fora painting, but the de-
mand for his work kept 1rowin1, and 
the prices grew with it. In no time at all, 
he was selling paintings for 575 IO 5100. 

It wasn't only lhc price and demand 
that was growing, but the size of his 
paintings also grew larger. His first 
paintings were small, natural works. 
One might be a tree against a simple 
landscape. They were simple, but 
always contained an essence of nature. 
It wasn't long before people were 
wanting larger paintings; lakes, deer, 
cabins, and wa1er falls soon became 
incorporated into his paintings. Bowen 
recalls one ease where a man came to 
him and asked for a large painting, 
Bowen asked. "well how large do you 
want it?" The man told him tha! he 
wanted a whole wall painted as a mural. 
The result can be seen on the back wall 
of the Delmar Hotel, located in Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan. 

Bowen has also done some historical 
paintings .. In one picture he pain1ed 
some Natives fishina in the old way. 
Bowen says, "I painted the rapids of 
the St. Mary'sri11cr -and put fi~corsix 
Indian's out there spearing whitefish. 

He has anolhcr historical work. Un-
fortunately it has not been laycd 
down on canvas yet. In essence his idea 
istopaintthcSaultS1e.Mariclocksas 
they looked ba.:k in the late 1850's 
when they were first opened to vessels 
of 1hc Great Lakes. He wants to paint 
them with a boat going through - and 
the people whose job it was to remove 
lhc logs from the river. to create lhe 
proper water level. 

Thcmajorityofhispaintings are cen-
tered around the Lake Superior area. 
He has painted the Tahquamcnon Falls 
many times - and has portrayed every-
body's cabin from Whi1efish Point 10 
1hc Sault Ste. Marie. Hinorical pic-
tures, animahi ranaina from a raccoon 
to a bear, paintings off of photographs 
and sketches, and many that he has 
derived ~rom his own imaaination. 
make up JUSI some of his works. Bowen 
s1atcd, "that he al least has one 
painting in every staic of the union." 

With all of his many paintings, he 
s1ill has several favorites, one, he calls 
The Thaw. This is a painting in which 
1here is snow on the side of a bank and 
on boulders in front of the bank.' The 
p~in1ing is set off by aroups of pine and 
birch_ trees. The sun is hilling 1hc snow 
and It is melting, and draining in10 a 
crcc~ in front of 1hc bank. Spring is 
commg. and lhc snow is melting. Thus 
1hc title, The Thaw. 

Another interesting aspect in 
Bowen's work is his paint, say's Bowen, 
"while most artists who pain1 use oil, I 
do not. Many of these artists who use 
oil. arc starvina. The paint is too high 
priced. Maybe in Chicago or New York 
a person can afford to pay $400 to 5SOO 
for a paintina, but they certainly can't 
up in this ne<:k of the woods. The pro-
blem is." accordin110 Bowen, "is what 
to use, if 001 oil? You have to gel away 
from lhishigh priced paint. I flaured a 
way. Plain house-hold enamel will 
work, if you know how to use it. You 
have 10 remember to mi:11 1hc colors be-

t:g:~hc~~ .. 

once changed to acrylic, until people 
started coming up to him s11ving, Hey 
John, your paintings don't look as 
good as they used too." According 10 
Bowen, it was because the acrylic had a 
dull quality to i1. So then, he thrcYJ. 
out all his acrylics and went back to 
enamel, even though they had a very 
unpleasant odor. 

Be<:ausc Bowen was raised in a con-
vent and educated at a small Indian 
school in Mi. Pleasant, he went through 
many hardships in his early days. He 
describcsthcschoolasbcinc ''military'' 
in nature, where you had to run five 
miles a day before breakfast, then work 
half-a-day, and go to school the rest of 
the day. He says, however, "I did enjoy 
the three )'Cars that I spent there, 
because I made some good friends." He 
did point out one problem while he was 
in school, and that stemmed from his 
painting, Bowen ua1ed. "when I was 
suppose to be doing my arithmetic, I 
was footing around. drawing, and 
sketching, because that is what I liked 
to do." 

Bowen grew up in a difficult time for 
Indian people as he stated, referring 10 
when he was in school, "all you could 
do was follow the aroup." H edocsn't 
remember much about his ancestors. 
His father ditd before he was born, and 
he barely recalls anything about his 
mother. However, he docs remember a 
little about his grandfather, Simon Kig-
jibincssc. who was chief of the Ottawa 
tribe in Harbor Springs. He remembers 
hisgrandfathcrassomcwhatapractical 
joker. "Once back in the early 1900's, 
on the fourth of July," recalls Bowen, 
"my grandfather had 1his big fire-
cracker that looked as if it would blow 
up a mountain. He took ii over by some 
people who were just celebrating the 
Fourth, and he made believe tha1 he 
was going 10 light it. Well, all the 

people started running. My 1randfa1hcr 
picked up the firecracker and brought 11 
over to where the people had ran too, 
he put his foot on ii, and this time he 
was going 10 light it. The people siar1ed 
running again. My grandfa!hcr ht it, 
but it was just an ordinary firecracker, 
it just 11ocnt bana." 

Having to o,·crcome many ob~taclcs, 
Bo11ocn can now take pride in the fact 
that he is not just ano1hcr Indian who 
paints, but he is an arti.sl, who has the 
ability to capture beauty of this world 
He can also take pride in the fac1 that 
two of his ~on~ have carried on the 
tradition, Bowen sa)·'s, "!hey jun 
wanted to keep up with their father." 
Although the)· paint the same t)'j'le of 
picturcsasthcirfathcr,lhcyeachhavc 
thc_ir 011on distinct ~tylc._As docs C\·cry 
amst. At the present his ~ons do not 
paint for a living_ As B011ocn states, 
"you have to 11oork conslantl) at it and 
t~crc'sno way that anyone 11oillc\crgct 
nch from pam1mg, up here." 

_Bo~cn is know 11,-ell 1hroughou1 
M1ch1gan. He probably hu a painting 
m most of 1hc cottages along the cout 
of I akc Superior. Hi~ career as a chef 
ha\ 1akcn him all o,·er the lower part of 
1hcs1atc.andhehasbccn1hesubject 
for a feature in the De1roit Free Pre\~. 

When asked what his future plan'> 
arc, Bowen replied. "I'm just li\ing for 
every day. I painl when I feel like it, 
and if I don't feel like painting I won't 
c\·cn touch_thebrush._"_Evcn though he 
doesn't pamt for a hvmg anymore he 
still works on paintings now and then 
His latest work is one that he hu been 
busy with for the past four months. He 
~ays, "I should ha,·c finished that in 
four or five days. but I've juu been 
workine on and off with ir." He ~;,~ 
back in his chair and adds wi1h a grin, 
"Oh welt, maybe I'll finish ii tomor-
ro11o." 

Bo,,,,n dt!>("ribt-s I by Ills 10• 1'1110 Is ro110-..ia1 I• Ills 
rathcr's roo1stcps. 

PHOTOS B\ BIi i. DAVIE 



BHORE l' HE COM l r'I-G of lhe f11r 
1radu~, Indian, of Michi1tan ,. ,re fish-
in1t. Aflt r lht tominl( or lht En1tlb h 

and Amt rican ~olditn, Mirhiaa n ln-
1lia n~ •1 ill fi, hrd for1 li>in1t. Toda) and 
1omorro,., \tkhlaan Indian\ ,. ill ron-

'ljlSH~AWBl NEWS 
SPAl~G 1•. 

Tribe challenges Kelley's opinion 

1inul·tufi,h , henu,ti l i, nol onl, onr 
.. a~ or lift , it i~ 1hr '1 ithi11.•n Indian 
1-a, or lire. 

.. ,f a non-Indian wu specdin1 
through the rcs.crvation, we can't do 
anything about 11." said Dako1a. "We 
have to gc1 m touch _wnh the local 
sheriff or the slate pohce." 

"We've tried to work out a crou-
dcputization system with the shenff'1 
office but for one reason or another, 
they don't sccm 10 want to do that," he 
added. 

State/Indian fishermen exceed 
catch quotas 

MARQUETTE. MICH. Indian 
commercial fishermen, non-Indian 
fishcrmcnandsportsfishermenhadonc 
thing in common last year; 1hcyall ex-
ceeded recommended fish quotas in the 
Great Lakes. 

Richard Hatch of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service office in Ann Arbor 
said recently that a report by.a com-
minceofstatc, federal and Indian fish• 
ina ex.pens $bowed all groups took too 
many fish from the lakes 

The figures show spons fishermen 
exceeded recommended quotas of lake 
trout in three Lake Michigan manage-
ment zones, located between the tip of 
the Lcclcnau Peninsula and Holland. 

Indian and Non-Indian commercial 
fishermen were reported to have CX• 
cccdcd quotas of white fish in the Green 
Bay area near Escanaba 

'"Lake trout stocks throughout Lake 
Michigan could be in serious trouble if 
Indian and non-Indian fishermen con-
tinue to exceed r~ommended quotas," 
said Joseph Kutk uhn, a researcher for 
the committee. 

Kutkuhn and two other men were ap-
painted by Governor William Milliken 

last year 10 study lake trout and white 
fish stocks in the Great Lakes and re-
commend catch quotas. The commit-
tee's other members included a State 
Department of Natural Resources 
Fisheries upert and a Federal Bureau 
or Indian Affairs biologist. 

Wade Teeple, tribalchairm_anoft_he 
Bay Mills Indian Commumty, said, 
··1astyeanfigurc~havelit1lcbcaringo_n 
what will happen in 1980. One reason tS 
that the rti.:ommended quotas were not 
in effect during most of 1979."' he said, 
"andanothcri5thatthisyear Bay Mills 
commercial fishermen will operate 
under stricter regulations." 

New regulations call for the licensing 
of boats, as well as identification ca~ds 
for fishermen. "This," Teeple said, 
"will enable us to keep constant track 
of how many fishermen we have on the 
lakesandwheretheyare."' 

''Blood quantum restrictions,'' he 
~aid "will be another method of control 
since there ha~c been case$ in the past 
of people with only onc•ci11hth or l~s 
lridian blood claiming treaty fishin11 
ri11hts." 

The new plan states that commcri:ial 

Alternative school for 
Native youth proposed 

MT. PLEASANT, MICH. -- The 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Inc. 
invitesallconcerncdandinterestcdin-
dividuals. groups, and organizations 10 
attend a meeting June 27-28 regarding 
the re-establishment of a Mt. Pleasant 
Indian school. 

Tribal officials have said children of 
the tribe arc not excelling to their full 
potential because the state school sys-
tem is not meeting the needs of their 
children, and the drop-out, push-out 
and throw-out rate is high. 

The need For an Indian school in Mt. 
Pleasant has been expressed by the 
elderly who met at the Conference on 
Aging in Traverse City, by Saginaw 
Chippewa tribal members, in a rcporl 
done in 1974 by Joanne Morris and 
Larry Martin. and by concerned indivi-
duals throughout the state. 

The tribe is seeking funding for the 
confercncc.butsuggesnthat those who 
wish to attend have other sources pay 
their per diem, ifat all possible. Camp-
ground facilities will be available for 
those who wish 10 camp. 

The tentative agel).da for the confer-
enceandpublichcaringtobchcldatthc 
tribal ccntcr·s aymnasium on June 27 

includes an invocation at I p.m.,awc\-
come by Peter D. Otto, introduction of 
participants, p~r1;1osc of meeting, and 
reports of stat,sucs and teachers' e~-
pcrienccs. 

From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., a hearing will 
bchcldwithafiveminutclimitforeach 
speaker. A dinner will be h~ld at 6 p.m. 
and entertainment will bcgm at 8 p.m. 

The Saturday meeting will begin at9 
a.m. with coffee and rolls. Workshops 
will be conducted from 10 a.m. to noon 
and will focus on funding sources, re-
quirements for funding, teacher and 
staff recruitment, pros and cons. and 
curriculum development. After lunch, 
the meeting will begin at 1:30 with 
..-orkshop reports, discussion. and a 
summary. 

A meeting will be held on May 12 ~t 
10 a.m. at the Saginaw Chippewa Tri-
bal Center, 7070 E. Broadway, Mt. 
Pleasant, for anyone wishing to parti-
cipate in the planning of the June con-
ference. Anyone wishing more informa-
tion on the conference may contact 
Loma Kahgegab, Tribal Secretary at 
517-773-9887 or 773-4219, or call Mar-
garet or Arnold Sowmick at 517-773-
374_1 after 4 p.m. 

Civil Rights complaints 
on the rise 

MARQUETTE, MICH.--Complainl 
activity in Northern Michigan has in-
crca5edsignifican1lysinccthcMichigan 
Department of Civil Righls installed a 
toll-free number for rc\idcnts in that 
part of the state. 

The mll-frec line ,.as introduced in 
Oc!Ober, 1979followinga publicmcel· 
ing of the Michigan Civil Rights Com-
mis~ion in Marquette. 

From October 1979 through January 
1980, the Department'\ Enforcement 
Bureau in Detroit received 123 toll-free 
call\ rcgardina potential complainu or 
req uesting civil rights information. 

During 1he1hreemonth5,theDepart-
menta~sisted 63 residents in filing com· 
plaints. The majority of the-,e com-
plamts were filed on the ba~1\ of ~c~. 
handicap and age. 

In pasl year\, an avcra11c of less than 
20 complaints have been filed by Nor 
thcrn Michigan residents. The Depart-
ment attribu tes \parse complai nt ac1i-
vily 10 the distance from the nearc~t dis-
tric1 office (Saginaw or Gra nd Rapids). 

Ruth Rasmu.sscn said, "Northern 

Michiaan residents made it clear in 
Marquette that we ha\c 10 increase 
awarcnessofouragencyand civil rights 
in general. and increase vis ibility and 
presence in the community. Unfortun• 
alcly, our limited resources have not 
permitted us lo provide the same level 
of services to these people. The to ll-free 
line is a positive step to help northern 
citiien~ with civil righis related pro-
blems." 

Upper Peninsula residents have 
placed 68 (55.3 percent) oC the calls. 
O1her areas covered includes: lower 
nonhwc~t. 26 (21. 1 pcrccm); lower 
nonhccntral, 17 (13.8 percent); lower 
northcut, two (1.6 percent); and 
Northern Wisconsin, two (1.6 rcpre-
\Cnti ng persons who are cmploycJ in 
Michigan). Orisin of the remaining 
eigh1 or 6.6 percent i s unknown. 

Any ~rwn north or the Depan-
ment '\ Grand . Rapid~. Saginaw or 
Mu\kegon district office services may 
cal! 1-II00-4112-l604 for assistance with 
c11JI n_ght\ pro~lem, in employment, 
c.ducallon, houmig, public accomoda-
hom and public service. 

fishermen of Ba}· Milh muu be at lca~t 
one-fourth Chippewa before they can 
bcliccu,cdb)thctribc. 

According to Teeple the tribe is a_lso 
adding two conservation of_ficers 10 n•~ 
staff and adding more ,-chicles 10 help 
enforce current catch quotas. "It's 
going to bca different story this year," 

~a~~s~~:itum~dcn_. chairm_an or the 
Sault Ste. Mane Tnbc of Chippewa In-
dians. \ay\ his tribe has closed fishing in 
sectionsofl.akcMichigan near the Lcc-
lcnau Point and is planning to close 
other areas in the Great Lakes and _St. 
Mary's River that arc pro,cn spawning 
grounds. 

According to Governor Milliken, the 
state will also improve it's methods of 
enforcement over spans fishermen and 
"do it's bc,t to en~urc that everyone is 
1rca1cd equally under the new regula· 
1ions.'' 

NMU Program Director 
takes new post 

Rosemary Suardini 

\ 1ARQUETTE, \11CH. ·• Rosemary 
Suardini,direct0roftheAmerican In-
dian Programs at Northern Michigan 
Uni,·enityforthcpast year, has accept-
ed a position at the Michigan State 
Depanmcnt 

A Pit River Indian from northern 
California, she came to NMU in 1971 
and /(raduatcd in 1975 with a bachelor 
of science degree in education. While 
attending NMU Suardini was a staff 
member or the Nishnawbe News and a 
student a~sistant to the dirti.:tor of the 
American Indian Programs. 

In 1976 Suardini accepted the posi-
tion of assistant director of the 
American Indian Programs under the 
then dirti.:tor Robert Bailey. When 
Bailey left the directorship in 1979 to 
work for the Michigan Department of 
Education Suardini was hired as dir-

At Northern, Suardini worked 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
PART TIME ASSISTANT 

AMERICAN INDIAN PROGRAMS 
The Office of American Indian Programs at 

Northam Michigan University has an opening for 
a part-time assistant. Characteristic duties will 

Include providing personal, academic and financial 
aid advisement of students and planning cultural 

programs. For more Information contact: 

-"··----· ~'=•~ 403 Cohodas Administration 
Northern Michigan University (906) 
Marquette, Ml 49855 227-2143 

MILWAUKEE. WI -- Eagles and os-
preys arc holdir~g their own. in Min-
nesota. Wisconsin. and M1ch1gan, ac-
cording to annual surveys by the Forest 
Service. U.S. Department of Agricul-
lure. 

The aerial surveys dthf seven Na-
tional Forests in the three S1a1es are 
made twice each year. Started in 1968, 
the surveys arc conducted in coopera-
tion with the U.S. Fish and Wildli fe 
Service, State Departmenls o f Natural 
Resources, and local unils of the Na-
tlonal Audubon Society. 

Thc latcstsurvcyshowsthat a record 
222 ca11le1s fledged from nests in the 
seven ForeSIS. It was the thi rd year in a 
row 1hat more than 200 nedged. 

Future increases appear likely. 
Durina three of the past four years, 
productivit)' rates of the eagles have 
been ci1her 70 or 71 percent, which 
wildli fe biologisu view as indicative of 
healthy populations. 

The 176 ospreys llcdgcd in 1979 also 
wa5 a record. The previous high was 
147. recorded in 1976. Despite 1hc in-
crease, wild li fe biolo11isn are disturbed 
about the productivily rates or the os-
preys in recC'n t years. During lhC' past 
three years. rates have fa llen from the 
record 60 percent reported in 1976 10 56 
pcrcC'nl in 1977, 44 percent in 1978. and 
54 percent in 1979. 

The da1a obta ined from lhe surveys 
reflects abou1 SO pcrcC'nt o f the act ivi1y 
in eagle and osprey popula1ions in the 
three States. This activity is vic-,.ed as 
importanl because ~8 percent of the to-
tal population of eaglets in the conti-

and staff members. 10 parents of child• 
ren in,ohcd in various Title IV pro• 
11rams--~cemcd cager. to return _home 
and put those materials to use m the 
classroom. the office. and even 1n the 
family. 

One pcrso_n especially.c\ci1ed by the 
conference 1s Pat Whitaker, a full-
blooded member of thr Tuscarora 
tribe. She's concerned 1ha_1 her three 
children be c~poscd to Indian cultur~-
What ~he saw at the conference md1-
catcd 10 her that Title IV programs arc 
effccti\'e in helping Indian ~iudent• un-
der,tand 1hcmsehcs. "It may nc~er 
bencfil me,erymuch.''\ht:"say~. "'but I 
know it'll help my kids." 

Social e,·cnts scheduled for the 
e,cnill&\ helped rt.1,1ore the suen11h 
drained away .by con,1ant 11oup inter-
action. On Friday nie,ht. a mm, Pow• 
Wow was held in the banquet hall,_fca• 
111ring a drum dance. The nc\l mght. 
Floyd Westerman. from South Dakota. 
cmcrtained with his guit.ar and ,·oicc 

\\arren Mean\. the D1r«tor 01 the 
Offices of Tribal Liaison for the Oe,lala 
Siou,. in Pinc Ridge. South Dakota, 
and the keynote speaker at Fnday's 
dinner. was imprc~scd by thC' _m~oh·c-
mcnt or the conference part1c1pant,. 

"l'\'e been to conferences where the 
people weren't in,ol\'cd. but this one's 
been great," he e_~plains. '_'There's a 
real in•ohement m cduta1ional con-
cerns here.'" 

Means attributes this _in~:01,cmcn.1 to 
the relatiomhip that M1ch1gan lnd1ans 
ha,c dC\'elopcd with federal and state 
agencies. "The s1atc ha, made a con-
certed effort to get Indians m,oh·ed in 
their own education," he sa}·s. 

Doc~ \1cans share the fashionable 
pcS\imism of the 19i-0's? ··I don't •ec 
1he future as bleaL \l.e",·c got a chal• 
1cngc ahead of u\. But ,.c·,e pcr,1~tcd 
all these ~car~. m \0mc of the mo~t ad-
•cr\C situ:uiom God could ncatc. I 
thinL .. c·n do all right.·· 

guous 48 S1a1cs is concentrated in the 
l.akcS1ate\,accordingtoa\t11dy by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scr~ice. The 
study also sho,.·cd that 67 percent of the 
production occurs in the Midwest 

The status of cagk and o~prey popu-
lations is \'icwcd by some as an indica-
tion of the cn,ironmental quality ol 
their ecosystems. Both occupy a pri-
mary link in natural food chains. The 
fate of the bald eagle abo is of popular 
concern becau~e of the unique role ii 
holds as our national emblem 

Outside of Ala~ka and Canada, the 
greatest conccn1ruion of ncHina bald 
eagles is in north central Minnesota 
where lhe Chippewa National Forest i5 

located. In 1979. O\Cr60pcrccnt of the 
eagles produced in 1he sc,cn l'l.iational 
Forest~ were reared in Minncsoia--95 
from nests irt the Chippc,.a National 
Forest and 40 from nests in the SuJ'('rior 
Na1ional Forest. 

Eagles and ospre)s arc gi,t:'n added 
pro1cc1ion in National Forests. Most or 
these f-orcslS ha,e specifk management 
plans for all of their ea11lc territories. 
Trees used for ne\ting are de~i1natcd 11 
wildlife tree\ that canno1 be hancsted. 
<\II m:in.1gemcnt acti,icics arc banned 
within ~-\0fcc1ofthcse1rcc,a1 all 1imcs 
:ind within MO fct'I during 1he nes1in1 
"fa~on from Mar~h I to Augu~I I. 
Oldu1rce~ncar the ncstinatrec-s arcre-
1:1incd ~o lhe birds can use lhC'm as 
roost~ or as alternate nc~t trees. 
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Indian definition study presents 
six options to Congress 

WASHINGTON, O.C ·· Following 
many months of intense debale 
1hroughout Indian Country· which in-
lensified disparity between Federally-
recognized, non-Federally-re<:ognized 
and Urban Indian~ - the HEW Indian 
Definition Study will be presented to 
Congress. 

No general agreement on any phase 
or 1he Definition Study was achieved 
due to the broad spectrum of tcsli-
monies. e)lcept that tribal sovereignly 
was almost unanimously supported. 

Thus, Congress will receive, in eff«t, 
si:tdiHerent definitional alternatives. 
One of the six is the current dcfinhion 
used to determine eligibility for partici-
pation in Title IV of Indian Education 
Act. 

HEW officials have messed that the 
Congressionally-mandated study was 
solely for purposes of satisfying an ad-
ministrative requirement relative to 
who is eligible to receive funds under 
Tide IV. 

However, motives were viewed with 
1eneral fear, suspicion and certain 
houility in 14 regional public hearin1s 

throughout Indian Country. 
Dr. Abdul Khan, Indian Definition 

Study Director and Senior Policy 
Analyst, Office of Assistan1 Secretary 
for Education, reported thal the six 
alternatives were developed from com-
menu at the hcarin1s as well as direct 
communication with national Indian 
or1anizations and tribes. 

" The proposed six options ran1e 
from 1hc most rcsuiclivc definition to 

~~~:i~is~~~~r:);can~fr'":~sel~t~a~f:: 
governmental agencies and/or supporl-
ed by individuals tcstifyinJ a l rcaional 
hearings," Dr. Khan reported. 

lnanutshell,thcdcfini1ional altema• 
tivcsarc: 

--Blood Quantum. rcquirinJ al least 
one-quarter Indian blood; 

--Reservation Residency and Tribal 
Membership; 

--Federal and State Tribal Member• 
ship . which includes Federally-recog• 
niud and State-recoaniled tribes; 

--Tribal Membership and Dcsccn-
dancy (Curren! Definition) and 

1----News Brief1--- 1 

Tribes File Suit 
SIZE OF "'IND RIVER WATER Government. Federal attorneys request-

CLAIMS BRINGS OPPOSITION ed 585,000 acrc-rect annually for use by 
FROM STATE: The State of Wyoming the rribcs and Federal agencies·· most 
pushed the Wind River Indian Reser- of this for irrigation on Indian lands 
vation tribes into coun 10 state how held in trust. The tribes then asked for 
much water they claim under a reserved another 931,348 acre-feet, which in• 
water rights doctrine, Then they didn't eluded 30,000 acre-feet for industrial 
like what they got. The tribes claimed and commercial uses, water for land 
more than I .S million acre-feet annual- not now unde~ cultivation but culti-
ly. According to the Casper Star-Tri- vabk, land held privately by tribal 
bune, Sandy Dunn of the Wyoming At- memlxrs and water for future agricul-
torncy General's office expressed sur- tural processing plants for potatoes and 
prise at some of the claims filed by the sugar beets. The Chairman of the 
tribes and the office indicated it plan• Wyoming Farm Bureau's Committee 
ncd to oppose the size of the claims on Natural Resources commented that 
filed by the Shoshone and Arapahoe the tribal filings "appear to be somc-
nibes of the reservation and the Federal what excessive.'' 

Mohawks, U.S. Settle 
FEDS, STATE AND TRIBE 

AGREE ON SETTI.EME"'iT OF MO-
HAWK LA'lriD CLUM: A propo,cd 
settlcmcn1 of claim, by the St. Rqis 
Mohawk Indian Tribe was reponed in 
the New York Times April 20. Under 
the q:reement, negotiated by the In-
dians with representatives of the State 
of New York and the Depanment of the 
Interior, the Indians would re<:eivc 
9,750 acres of state land south of their 
reservation and $6 million in Federal 
funds. The Times cautioned, however, 

that the agreement is subjec1 to appro-
valbya tribalrefercndum, which is un-
certain because of in1cmal disaaree-
menu within the tribe, and by Con-
1ress, which las1 month turned down a 
similar setl lcmcnt for lhc Cayup Tribe 
of New York. An Interior Dcparlmcnt 
official said 1ha1 the Times' informa• 
tion was "in 1hc ball park," but no 
solidagrcemcnthadbecnrcachcd.Thc 
tribe's claim, under the Non-in1cr-
coursc Act, is for 14,000 acres -- the 
smallest of the three New York claims. 

Mining Rights Sold 
CROW TRIBI'. SELLS 210 MIL- million between 1980 and 1990 and 

LIO"i TONS OF COA L TO SHELL must sell 90 percent of the coal in lhis 
OIL COMPANY: Crow tribal council first tract by 1994 to exercise options on 
members unanimously approved a toal subsequent tracu included in the agree-
mining agreement wilh Shell Oil Com- mcnt. Tribal Chairman Forest Horn , 
pany. The deal gives Shell righ1s to who is runnina for re-election in May, 
mine 210 million ions of coal on 2,560 told the Billin11:s Gazette, "Every chair-
acres of reservation land. If the agree- man candida1e has promised a coal 
ment is approved by the Secretary of deal. It look me 1hree years, I've been 
the Interior, the tribe will receive a $6.2 workin1 on lhis since I took office." 
million bonus payment of which U Tribal attorney Thomas Lynauah in a 
million would be distribulCd per capila message to !he tribe wrote, "Fu1urc 
among the 6,000 tribal members. The economic potential is vast. This agree-
tribe would also start receiving a guar- mcnt starts a panern by which future 
antced income in 1986 of $3 million a agreements will be a constant improve• 
year, with increases in 1988, 1992 and mcn1 on this aarecmen1 and as a result 
1994 to an estimated minimum yearly the uibc will share in larger returns and ~u::t~~e;~~:~~:: ~f ~fn~~~n~,s;;~ ~~~r.~ontrol of its mineral develop-

Jurisdiction Upheld 
TRIBAL JURISDICTION ISSUE 

GOES TO SUPREMF. COU RT: 
Montana and nine other states have 
successfully asked the Supreme Cour1 
lo review a r.ulin11: bv the Ninth U.S. 

Circuit Court of Appeals that held 1hat 
the Crow Tribe had the authority to re-

gula1c hun1ina and nshing on the Bia 
Horn River in the reservation. The 
circuit court rulin& held that 1hc tribe 
could bar non-members of 1he uibc 
from hunting and fishing on the reser-
vation -- except for non-members hunt-
ina and fishing on their own land. 
About 30 percent or the reservation. 

Review Board Created 
L'ANSE, MICH. ·· Barbara Swartl 

of Baraga has been appointed by Ken-
!'clh Eaton, Administrator of the Mich-
igan Office of Sustance Abuse Services 
(OSAS), to serve on the Indian Review 
Board, S_wa~tz will represcnl Region 
Scvcnwh1ch1ncludcsthcwes1ern Upper 
Peninsula. 
. The Indian Review Board consis1s of 

mnc members who will serve as an ad-
visory body to the Michigan Office of 
Subs_tante Abuse Services on maners 
relalmJ to alcoholi~m and other drua 
abuse problems among Michigan's In-
dian populauon of nearly 34,000 per-
sons. The Board members include re-
prcscnta1ivcs for each of the seven 
Michi1an Commission on Indian Af-
fairs rqions and two at•lar1c members 
reprnentin& the lnlCr-TribaJ Council 

and 1he Michi1an Indian Commission. 
"The Indian Review Board will open 

up communications between Michi-
gan's Indian community and lhc sub-
stance abuse services network," com-
mented Eaton. "Alcoholism is a serious 
problem among Michi1an Indians and 
morl! services arc needed 10 cope with 
1his problem. Our aJcncy looks for-
ward to working with the Indian Re-
view Board in a joint cffon to deal wilh 
thei r population's substance abuse pro-
blems." 

OSAS supported the work or a Task 
Force on Indian Substance Abuse Ser-
vices which issued a Final Report in 
September of 1979. Creation of the In-
dian Review Board was among lhc Task 
Force Report's recommcndalions. 

includes first and s«ond decree des-
cendants; 

--Community RecoJnition; 
--Self-Identification as used by 

Censu~ Bureau. 
Representatives of Federally-recoJ-

nized tribes were stronJly in favor ofa 
res1ric1ive dcfini1ion such as a quaner 
blood quantum. 

Non-Federally-recognized tribes Jcn-
erally were in favor of retention of the 
present definition which includes StalC-
recoanized groups as cli1iblc for Tille 
IV programs. 

Urban Indians felt suongly that tri-
bal membership requirement was an un-
fair burden "on those who were deli-
berately driven off reserva1ions." Fur• 
ther, they felt tha11hc first and s«ond 
degree desccndancy would lead lo lhc 
elimination of most of them as entitled 
to the claim of bcinr Indian. Proor of 
desccndancy, they claimed, is absurd 
sinccinmanycasesrecordsarcunavail-
able. 

Tribalrcpresenlativesuprcssed areal 

hostility toward the federal Jovcrnment 
on the around that their sovcrci1n 
riahts or perogativcs will be violated, 
st rcssinJtha11hey,andthcyalone, have 
a ri,ht to determine their mcmbcrship-
cnrollmcnt. 

Dr. Khan stated that the study 
involves an examination of each of the 
six a lternatives in terms of 1hree 
impacu : 

I) What will be the count of total 
cli1iblc children if we were to adopt a 
parlicular definition? 

2) Under that dcfini1ion, how will the 
children be aeosraphically distribu1ed? 

3) Whal is the budaciary cost of 
having a program based on the cligibi l1y 
as determined by that definition? 

"h will be up to Congress to make a 
decision whc1her to retain the current 
definition or to choose one of the alter-
natives or a varian1 of the alternative," 
Dr. Khan said. 

Congressional sub-committee hear-
inas on Definition Study arc projected 
for the summer but schedules have not 
been determined. 

Supreme Court upholds 
hunting, fishing rights 

The Supreme Court has denied Min-
nesota the authori ty to enforce its game 
and fish laws over members of lhc 
White Earth Band of Chippewa Indians 
within the boundries of the Tribe's ori-
ginal reservation. 

The Justices on Monday, February 
25th left intact a Minnesota Supreme 
Court ruling that bars the state from en-
forcing those laws even on non-Indian 
lands within the ori&inal reservation's 
885,000 acres. 

The states of South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, Utah, California, 
Iowa and Washington supported Min-
nesota's appeal in a joint friend-of-thc-
court brief. 

The attorneys general of those statc.s 
said thchighcounshould use the Min-
nesota case to resolve "the extent to 
which the states may uercisc jurisdic-
tion within ... historic reservation 
areas." 

AtissueintheWhitcEanhBandcase 
was whether the tribe's reservation es-
tablished byan 1867 treaty, was dises-
tablished by an 1889 law, lhc so-called 
Nelson Act. 

Today, only some 56,000 acres of the 
reservation's original acreage are 
owned by the White Earlh Band or indi-
vidual tribal members and held in trust 
by the United States. 

Most of the land is owned by private, 
non-Indian residents, 

Some of the once-reservation land is 
owned by the state and B«kcr, Clear-
water and Mahnomen counties. 

About 3,000 lndians--and abou1 
twiceasmanynon- lndians-- livcwilhin 
the oiiginal rcservaiion's boundries. 

ThirieenChippewaswercarrcs1edfor 
violating Slate game and fishing laws, 
but a stale trial judge in B«kcrCounty 
ruled on May 20, 1977 that the state 
laws did nolapply to the Indians within 
their original reservation's boundrics, 

State lawyers then appealed, arguing 
that the 1867reservationwas, no longer 
'' lndianCountry''bccauscthc 18891aw 
passcdbyCongrcsswasintcnded to dis-
establish 1he reservation. 

Panel upholds Omaha 
land claim 

OMAHA, NEB. -- A thrce-judac 8th 
Circuit panel in St. Louis ruled that 1he 
Omaha tribe owns most of 2,900 dis-
pu1ed acres on the east side of the Mis-
souri River across from tribal head• 
quarters at Macy, NE, The value of this 
land amounts to 11.5 million dollars. In 
additon, the Omaha tribe is entitled 10 
damages from the land for the pas! 
twenty years. This will be a sizeable 
amount of money. 

The Omaha Tribe claims another 
8,000 acres nearby and will press its suil 
to try to re<:ovcr it. Besides, 1hc uibe 
seeks millions of dollars in compensa-
tion from white persons who have 
farmed the Ja,id for 1cncrations and 
havcnolgivenanythingto Indians. The 
Omahasbcganfightin1for1hislandin 
1940, but lhe Department of the In-
terior who is trustee of the Omaha uibe 
refused to support 1hc Indians in the 
land claim. 

White persons claimed ownership by 
accrClion, a1radual chanJc in the ri,.er 
washing away Indian land and creatin1 
new land which the whites leveled, 
planted and farmed for years. 

The nibe counlCred that avulsion. a 
suddenshiftinlhcchanncl, pu1their re• 
servation land on the cast side of 1he 
river. 

A tria l judge ruled in favor of the 
whites, and the case was appealed to 1be 
8th circuit coun and 1he Supreme Court 
before re1urning to the 8th circuit for 
decision, 

Tom Burke of Omaha, reprcscntina 
some of the whites, said lhe rulina also 
apparently leaves whites an "island of 
land., surrounded by 1hc acreage 1ivcn 
the Indians. He added tha1 the panel 
"le1 politics Jct in lhc way of the law, 
unfortunately, b«ausc, on lqal 
grounds, there is no question !he dis-
trict court (trial judac) was riah1." He 
added that his clients would appeal 10 
lhc foll 81hcircuitcourt, and, if needed, 
back to the Supreme Coon. But 
chances of the latter rehcarina it arc 
remote, he felt. The national implica 
lions of the case were evident in thal 
aboul SO stales filed as friends of the 
court on behalf of the whiles and State 
or Iowa, includin1 Nebraska where the 
Omahas have always Jived. 

William Veeder, famous waler riJhts 
auorney who fou1ht the case for the 
Omahas, said 1hc d«ision was "pre-
cedent scuinJ and Clllremely imponant 
up and down the river," Many of the 
"principles arc applicable" in other 
cases, he said. He called the 8th Circuit 
ruling as an "excellent opinion" which 
"pu1s the burden of proof on a white 
man when he moves 0010 land which 
was in possession of Indians." The 
whites "acccpled the burden of proof" 
and "pleaded what !hey couldn't 
prove,·• he said. Then added, ' 'Thir is a 
very pleasing thing because !hose In-
dians have been ou1 or possession and 
:;i;fl~ .~rom their land withou1 any riJhl 

Tribal chairman Cline said the deci-
sion "is a grca1 day for the Omaha 
tribe, I think ii T(SI0res our faith in the 
sys1emali11lcbi1." 

"Other tribes which have been sued 
(in similar cases) are now in a better 
position 10 gain their land," Cline said. 
'' l think1hcy(whiteswhohcsaid squat-
ted on Indian land)just went their last 
mile." 

Meanwhile, Ruben Snake, chairman 
of the Winnebago Tribe, said lhc Win-
nebagos will meet with Veeder and 
01hers in Washin1ton on their prooosed 
lawsuit. The Winnebago Reservation 
lies adjacent 10 the Omaha rescrvatiun 
in Nebraska with the Missouri River as 
their easl boundary. 

Sheriff Albert Wood on Onawa, 
Iowa, near where the land is located, 
said, " The Missouri will flow red." 
When asked if he had said this he re-
plied, "You Damn right I said i1." 
Af1er returning 10 Macy from WashinJ-
I0n Cline said his rcaclion lo Wood's 
comment was: "While man's blood is 
red loo. If 1ha1's the way they wanl 10 
f!~,}hC game, we can play that way, 

Wood's comments brouah1 reactions 
or surprise and dismay from white and 
Indians alike, 

Indian firms 
get increased 
visibility 

The Federal 1ovcrnment is euablish-
in1 a comprehensive data base 10 iden-
tify minority-owned nrms that arc cap• 
able of folfillinJ procurement needs for 
the 1ovcrnmen1 and ils prime contrac-
tors, 

The U.S. Dcpaument of Commerce's 
Minori1y Business Dcvclopmcn1 
A1cncy (MBDA), which has the respon-
sibility for ensurina minority business 
participation in Federal procurcmcnl 
oppor1unitics, i, iniliatinJ the develop-
ment or a Na1ional Minority Dale Base 
Network. 

The data base project was desiJned in 
response to Presidenl Caner 's mandalC 
to siJnificantly increase the amoun1 of 
procurement dollars spent with mino-
rity firms by the Federal 1ovcrnmcn1. 

Minority-owned firms that partici-
pate in the project will have a Jreater 
opportuni1y or s«urina some or the 
S100 billion wonh of con1racu fo r sup-
plies and services purchased by the 
Jovcrnmcn1. Currently, minorityowned 
firms do about $2.5 billion in procurc-
men1 with the U.S. Go,.ernmcnl. 
, ~or ff!edia -rclated qu«tions or ad-

d1t1onal information: Al Davis Source 
Publications, Inc. (415) 547-6(170_ 

Will Sampson 

'Bury My Heart At 
Wounded Knee' 
becomes a movie 

TACOMA, WASH. -- Excitement 
spread through the Indian community 
recently as word passed that actors Will 
Sampson and Peter Fonda were at the 
War Chief Cafe on Portland A,·cnue, in 
Tacoma, Washington, seeking support 
for the planned television adaption of 
Dee Brown's book, Bury My Heart At 
Wounded Knee. 

The television rights to the book have 
recently been acquired by The Ever-
areen Foundation or Seattle, which 
intend, to produce the film through its 
sub~idiary, Evergreen Foundation 
Films, Inc. According to their material, 
"Evergrecn's intention is 10 produce 
for network television a mini-series of 
four to Sill two-hour dramatic episodes 
based on the best selling book. The Pro-
jected format will relate Brown's book 
to 1he Native American rights in the 
present." 

The Evergreen Foundation has secur-
ed the support of many persons well 
known for their advocacy of Indian 
rights and truth in Indian history. 
Among the supporters are of course, 
Will Sampson and Peter Fonda. Others 
include: Vine Deloria, Jr.: Marlon 
Brando; Buffy Sainte-Marie; Chief 
Oan George; Roger Jim, Sr., Yakima 
Tribal Council: Bernie Whitebear, 
United Indians of All Tribes Founda-
tion and many more organizations and 
individual's. 

The producers arc very interested in 
gaining the backing of Indian organiza-
tions for this project and have enlisted 
the aid of actors Sampson and Fonda to 
secure financial commitments from 
various tribes. Mr. Fonda said that the 
Nez Perce have already bought shares 
in the project 

A priority has been placed on histori-
cal accuracy and Indian viewpoint for 
the project. Throughout the script 
development stage, Native American 
researchers, humanisl, and producer, 
will work closely with lhe writers IO 
insure accuracy. 

The Evergreen Foundation assures 
"All Na1ive American roles will be 
played hy Naii,e Americans.'' This 
should offer tremendous 10 
the many talented ac1ors who arc tired 
of stcreo1ypical roles and Indians bein1 
pla)·cd by the non- Indians. 

One interesting and worth while goal 
of the project is 10 provide ''college 
credi1 and participation by students on 
a non-credit basis in an independent 
study program designed by the Univcr• 
sity or Washington. It will be distribut-
ed by the University both nationally 
and in1ernationally. 

The projcc1 has gathered much en-
dorsement from both lhe Indian and 
non-Indian community to date and if 
completed as proposed, should become 
a significant event in !he prcscntina the 
uuth abou1 Native American history. 

Indians getting healthier 
WASH INGTON, D.C. -- The history of the federal government's rela-

tionship with Indians is generally preny unallractive. But there are some 
bright spots, and the success of the Indian Heallh Service is one. Before 
19S4, health facilities on reservations were run by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, and the record was dismal. Infant mortality amon1 Indians were 
nearly double that of the rest of the populalion, and death rates from 
tuberculosis we;e more than six times the overall U.S. fi1ure. 

In 1954, the Congress moved responsibility to HEW, bclievina tha1 
heallh professionals would do better, and the bet paid off. Again the 
numbers tell the slory: inranl mor1ality rales arc now vir1ually indistin-
1uishable from t_hosc, of ~he Jeneral population (thouJh still too high); 
maternal dca1hs 1n ch1ldb1rth have Jone down 91 percent; and tuberculo-
sis death rates have decreased 19 percent, to a raie a few points higher 
than thal for the population u a whole. All this has been manaJed by 
auressivc Cllpansion of hospitals and clinics, both on reserva1ions and in 
urban areas, and a viJorous education proJram 10 JCI people to use the 
services. 

This success story is especially urikina because in the 1950'1 many In-
dians still had not been exposed to the cffecu or antibiotics and modern 
obstetrical techniques. The revolulionary improvcmen1s in 1heir health 
over the past 25 years are comparable 10 what happened 10 the acneral 
population several d«adcs before, AlthouJh 1herc is still some way to go 
before Indian heallh is as 1ood as that of 1he avcrq:e American, the 
Indian Hcahh Service is beginnina to face the same ques1ion .. what to do 
next, -- lhat is puulinJ 1he hcal1h world in acncral. Now 1he leadin1 
causes of death among the Indian popula1ion arc alcoholism, suicide, ac• 
cidents and homicide. Venereal disease rates remain hiJh. Doc1ors are not 
nearly as well or1anizcd to deal with 1hc complell social, economic and 
cultural sources ot these kinds of troubles•· either on the reservations or 
anywhctc else. 

The good news is that incrcasinJly the benefits or medicine ha\c 
b«ome available to the most needy Jroup of people in our country. The 
ne_ws would be beuer if it were clearer now how·~o preven1 illness and 
inJury, especially those ailments lhal are lied up with difficult «onomic 
and psychological messes 1ha1 Indians and other poor people arc 
especially vulnerable to. That Slcp we will all have to fiJurc out t0JClher, 
and it may mean major chanJes even in successful enterprises like 1he 
Indian Health Service. From their record ro date, ii seems prcuy certain 
that they will be able to handle it. 
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Uranium blamed 

Silent Death 
at Crown Point 

Edi1ors Note: The following 
arlicle by LoreHa Schwart~ was re· 
prinled with the permission of Ms. 
Magazine.Thearticleisanexcellenl 
description of what is happening on 
many western reservations where 
Uranium is being mined. 

Huge red rocks still rise out of no· 
where like giant twisted sculptures. In 
some places you can still find small 
evergreenpinonandjunipertreesgrow-
ing near sand-colored mesas. 

But once there were wild flowers 
blooming in profusion and deer and 
rabbits darting between cactus plants. 
That was before the uranium mining 
and the tailing piles, before the Navaho 
miners began to die from a Strange, in-
vincible small-cell carcinoma known for 
50years10 be caused by chronic radia• 
tion uposure. 

Thefulleffectofearly mining in Red 
Rod. New Me~ico, probably won't be 
known for another decade, but accord-
ing to Dr. Gerald Bunker, one of many 
physicians studying the situation, the 
increase in the risk of lung cancer 
among Navaho uranium miners is at 
least 85 told. This conclusion is based 
on a study of more than 700 Indian 
uranium miners. 

One of lhese miners, Clark Dick, 
worked in the uranium mines for nearly 
20ye.-rs. Shortly beforehediedoflung 
cancer at age 40, he went to an English-
speaking law)·er and prepared a typed 
statement that he hoped would help his 
wife get com))<'nsation after his death. 
It said in part: 

About fin ynn I began lo 
bit. 

1 .. work in lhe 
mint ... l thou1thl I jusl 

.. 

period or 1lme 1he coughing 
... ll1tollolhr poinl 

~o I rei, my head hur1h1g llnd 
"'ould ha>e blurred "lsion. 

Then I noliced I lo spil 
up blood .. hen I had 

having more allarks, a•d 
the) 111,e,e Jelling more se"ert ... l also 

.. .. 
do ftl) 111,ork in lhc mines. I quil my 
job ... l told o,ie forrman 1h11 I ,.,s 1101 

llitdidn'I UI) ... 11uess lie 
h1lerp~led 1111," ffl) rttltn•llo•. 

After h1sdtath in 1973, Clark Dick's 
widow Fannie, like all the other Red 
Rock widows with husbands who had 
worked in the mines, sought compensa-
tion. To date, 25 deaths have been 
reported. Yet despite the fact that the 
occupational conntction was clear and 
a number of politicians had expressed 
interest in helping.onlythelateSenator 
Joseph Montoya (D-N. Mex.) and 
Senator Pete Domenici {R.·N. Mex.) 
actuallytried1opushbillsthroughCon· 
gre5s. The bills, which were turned 
down, sought to provide money for 
victims and their survivors, reduce de• 
lays in litigation, and provide funds for 
research intothecauseof"white-lung" 
disease. Former Secretary of the Inter-
ior Steward Udall recently called the 
deaths a tragedy and is presently look-
ing into the situation. 

The Red Rock mines, closed in 1968, 
were most recently run by Kerr-McGee 
(the Oklahoma-based oil, gas and ura-
nium giant). Keer-McGee is the same 
company tha1 recently lost a SI0.5 
millionlawsuitthatcenteredaround the 
case or Karen Silkwood, a lab techni-
cian in a plant producing fuel rods for 
nucler reactors. Silkwood mysteriously 
died while driving to meet a New York 
Times reporter in an effort to document 
herchargesthatofficialsattheinstal-
lation had knowingly exposed their em• 
ployees to lethal doses of cancer-caus-
ing plutonium. (See Ms., April, 1975.) 

Keer-McGee. along with some 15 
other energy companies seeking uran-
ium, have now converged on Crown 
Point. a tiny communi1y that is parl of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs• Eastern 
Navaho Agency in northwestern New 
Mexico. The companies, which have 
begun to drill test holes and construct 
mines, claim that they have improved 
their techniques. But already the crops 
have died; the sheep that used to graze 
on th.e crops have died; many of the 
horses have died; and the area's water 
\upply may be lost. 

For the most part Crown Point is a 
community like Red Rocle Few of the 
Native America read or wri1e or speak 
bnglish. Few have ever left home. In 
many way\ Crown Point is as vulner-
able to abuse from 1he uranium cor-
porations as was Red Rock. Bui one 
thing that is different is a 27-year-old 
Navaho woman named Elsie Peshlakai. 

When Elsie was seven Mormon mis-
~ionaries began to arrive at lhe reserva-
tion. "'They told me about a grammar 
school I could go to in Utah and they 
said I would have 'parenu• there," 
Elsie explained. '"When I was in third 
grade I filled out an application and 
signedmyparen1s' name. Bulwhenlhe 
bus came, my own parents wouldn't let 
me go. The next year I got smarter. I 
filled Olli lhe applicalion, but I didn't 
tell anyone. On the day the bus came, 
my mother was away wash ins clothes. I 
10Jd my sister-in-law that I was soing 
•way 10 school. She supported me. say-
in1, "Yes, I think you should because 

that's the only way you'll ever learn.' 
"We packed a few clothes and I went 

oul on the dirl road and waited until 
the elders came. They put me on a 
chartered Greyhound bus to Provo. We 
rode all nisht. The 0CXI day I mel my 
fos1er mother. I remember the first time 
that she me a baih. She said 'I 
ha\·e never seen skin quite this dark. I 
feel like I should keep scrubbing.' I was 
scared, but I dido·, cry. 

"Three and a week$ later I went 
up 10 the lop of the lava rocks and I 

Whenever we prayed, I 
would pray to myself silently in Navaho 
and promise myself that no one would 
ever take the place of my own mother 
and father. I decided when I be-
came educated I would go home and 
help my peop1e.•• 

After attending grammar school and 
high school and Brigham Young Uni-
versity, Elsie did return home lo Dalton 
Pass (near Crown Point). When she 101 
there the uranium miners had also ar-
rived. They had already made more 
than 3,000 drilling holes on the reser-
vation where her family lived, and a 
mine was planned 800 feet from their 
home. 

People told Elsie that they had heard 
rumors about a place called Red Rock 
where 1he drillers had come and gone 
and where everyone who v,orked in the ' 
mines had died or was dying. Elsie, who 
had studied chemistry and biology, read 
everything she could find, talked to ex-
perts, and began to go from home to 
home. talking to the Navahos about 
radiation. 

As Elsie Peshlakai traveled and ex-
plained what was happening, she also 
learned that many had never given per-
mission for the drilling rigs and the 
miners. 

"We were told that Steven Morsan, 
themedicineman,theoldestmanin1he 
community. gave his permission; but 
whenweaskedhimhesaidheneverhad 
and never would," Elsie said. "We 
began to hold meetings. We would stay 
up nights and ask each other what we 
arc going I0 do. Many thought it was 
too late:· 

Finally, Elsie Peshlakai and the Dal-
ton Pass chapter of the Navaho Indians 
in Crown Point, New Mexico, drafted a 
resolution on April 9, 1978, which said 
in part: 

Ascili~ensof the Navaho Nation .. e 
MCo•c 

pl'tffnl unnl .. 11 •lnl•tt 

fearful of ils effect on our .. eJ-
fue, proptrt), culture 
the w'"ll-bein1t of futurt 

unalterably opposed to all uranium ex-
ploralion wllhin our forthe 
follo"'ing reasons: 

The "'e brrllhe .. m be poisoned 
by elements in10 
the during the course of 
minlna: ac11 ... 11y. 

Present standards 
lo prrvtnl introducllon of 

lo ourseltes our livestock ... 
Massive use of groundwater during 

the rnurse of uranium minin,i .. m 
pollute our pres,nt s•pply 

ii lo become exhaust-
ed. ' 

The pollution of thr 
combined "'ith the of our 
land by lhe mining .. m deslroy 

resull in un-
emplo}'menl. 

historical sites 
prtclons lo our culture have bee,i 11'111-
fully destro}ed by lhos.e 

in this uranium exploration 

arr1ter destruc1ion or such silts. 
No .. , lhereforr, be II ruohed 1h11 

lhe Dallon demands 
'l"llhin our 

be lmmedillely Hd 

Br it further rrsol~ed .. e lnltfld 
10 .. .. 
ura•i11m-mlnin1 .. illliln U1e 
Dallon 

To help them in their battle the chap-
ter retained Joseph Gmuca, a lawyer 
employed by a low-income, legal service 
group called DNA, acronym for Dine-
beiina Nahiilna Be Agaditahe, Navaho 
words that stand for "economic revita-
lization of the people." 

On Decembtr 22, 1978, a suit was 
flied in 1he U.S. District Court against 
the Department of Energy, lhe Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Department of 
Agriculture, the Environmental Protec· 
lion Agency, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, and the Nuclear Regula1ory 
Commission. 

The suit requires the dtftndants to 
"comply with the Na1ional Environ• 
mental Policy Act by preparing nation-
al, regional. and site-specific environ-
mentalimpacts1a1emcnts,"andit sceks 
10 prevent all involved government 
agencies and privaie corporations from 
taking further actions until they 
complied. The suit would also "require 
defendants lo rescind and reconsider" 
land lea~ing and other achons alrtady 
begun wuhoul compliance with NEPA. 

At the time his article went 10 press, 
Federal District Cour1 Judge Harold 
Greene had turned down a motion 10 
dismiss the case and a subsequent mo-
tion to change the site of the suit from 
Washin11,ton, D.C., to New Mexico. 

Meanwhile, Crown Point is in danaer 
of losin1 its only water supply. In a 
working paper entitled "Impacts or 1he 
Uranium Industry on Water Quality," 
J.l. Kunkler of the United Geo-
logical Survey pul ii this way: 
"Groundwater resources are beina 
depleted by underaround minina and, 
as a consequence, wells 1ha1 yield water 
from the aquifers (Natural 
underground waler reservoirs) beina 
mined will yitld less water may ulti• 
mately yield none." 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency. a defendant in the suit, came 
to similar conclusions in a recen1 draft 

impact statemenl. 
While there is water, there is si1nifi-

can1 danger 10 those who drink ii. Ac• 
cording to studies undertaken in the 
New Mexico Environmenlal Improve-
ment Division, the water thal is pumped 
out of the uranium mines contains 
elevated concentrations of radium, 
arsenic, and nitrate. The discharge of 
such highly contaminated mine 
efnuents into streams creates a long-
li"ed source of groundwater contamina-
tion. The studies also indicate that in-
dustry-sponsored 
monitoring programs are inadequately 
designed and implemented and may nol 
define the full long-1e1m impacts of 
mining and milling operations on lhe 
groundwater quality. 

Nevertheless, the United States Geo-
logical Survey claims the Crown 
Point mining plants do not constitute a 
"major federal action signHicantly 
affectingthequalilyofhuman environ-
ment.•• 

And John Lobdell, a Tennessee 
Valley Authority official, told Crown 
Point residents that proposed mining 
activi1ies were not anything lo worry 
abou1 though he conceded 1h11 "the 
chemical reaction of the uranium is es-
pecially hard on the kidneys while !he 
radiation is hard on the rapidly multi· 
plying cells such as blood, genes. or 
bone. I can't guarantee there will be no 
effect to you or your offspring, but 
then I can't one hundred percent 
guarantee you won't fall down in your 
bathtub tonight either:· (The Tennes-
see Valley Authority is the producer of 
phospha1e slag used to make concrete 
blocks that were discovered to be radio• 
active, but only after they were used in 
some 200,000 homes in the Sou1heast.) 

Jtwas !Odegreesbelowzcro. I sat be-
side Elsie Peshlakai in her blue, four-
wheel-drivc pickup truck. We were 
going to see an old woman 
whose land had recently bttn confiscai-
ed. The company had pul up a sign thal 
read, "Private Road, Ketp Out." We 
traveled up the long dirt road past 
hundreds of while stakes; stake 
markedtheplacewherea hole had been 
drilled. "'As you can sec, there is 
nothing growing out here any more," 
Elsie said aswe approached a tiny gray 
hut with a red roof. Inside. I saw Hah-
nah-bah Charley sining on the side of 
her bed. She was brightly 
colored yellow skin and a blue-flow-
ered blouse. She greeted me softly in 
Navaho.Then she said: ·•My sheep are 
dead. There are three large mud pits. 
each the size of this house. Some sheep 
drowned in the mud, other died .. one 
right after 1he other. like they were 
poisoned. 

"How many animals have died alto-
gether?" I asked. 

"Three calves, sixteen sheep. eleven 
goats, four horses:• came 1he reply 
"Now there is not enough food for the 
family because so many animals have 
died. A while man from the BIA 
(Bureau of Indian Affairs) came ou1 10 
look a1 the dead sheep and said it's pro-
bably the water since the wells they due 
have a runorf tha1 goes right into the 
animals stock pond." 

"Why did you Je1 1hem come here?" 
)asked. When Elsie repeated the ques-
tion, the old woman began 10 speak 
rapidly. Gesturing with her hands, she 
explained. "One day a white man car• 
rying papers came with Indian and 
said, "Mother. because all is well with 
you and you use your land well, aod 
you have no problems with your nei1h-
bors or your allotment (160 acres), we 
want you to pul your thumbprint riah1 
here on this pi«e or paper." Trustin1 
them, Hah-nah-bah agreed and pressed 
her thumb on the paper, not reali.ting 
tha1,twasac1uallyacontrac11ivin1the 
oil company access to I 60 acres of some 
of the most ~aluable land in America. 
Her land. 

"Later, I went to the Bl-' office," 
Hah-nah-bah "and !old them 
what had happened. But lhey just said, 
'It is your faull. You signed the paper." 

TheBurtau of Indian 
up by the government lo pro1ec1 the 
Indian people. ye! 1h,y never told •ny 
of us what they were aoina 1odo, '' Elsie 
said angrily as we climbed back into the 
truck. "They just took •hat 1hey 
wanted, even our grave sites, even our 
sacred springs. and went over them whh 
a bulldour:• 

··we act on behalf of the allottee," 
Edward Plummer, superintcndcn! of 
1he Eastern Aaency in Crown Poin1 told 
me. "All the responsibili1tes we execute 
come from Congress. Our dulies 
assigned to us just like ocher 

organiu1ion. We 
dt\lelop the forms for the 10 
sign. Then we make every effort to 
locate the allouee. Of course, if we 
cannot find the persod, or if there are 
several owners and they dillaJrcc, 1hen 
11,e makt judgmen1 for them. We also 
make an estimate ~n how much damqe 
will be done. We inform the allottee of 
all this. Then lhe allottee 1he 
decision. The allottces have 1bc Jcaal 

...--:-::-

right to the land, which is held in trust 
for them by our organization. If lhe 
allouees sign the coniracts and change 
their minds after construction had 
begun, they would need a lawsuit to 
stop the companies. After all, that's 
why we have a Navaho staff to make 
sure they understand." 

I have heard stories from people that 
contradict what you're telling me," I 
said. "I hne heard that people have 
bttn pressured and forced into signing 
documents without knowing what they 
were signing." 

•·wen:• he answered, "we are un-
derstaffed. We have four thousand al-
lo1mentsouthercandaNavahos1affof 
four." 

"Do you personally own an allot-
men1?" I asked. 

"No, I don't," he said. "The way it 
worksisthatthelandusuallybelongsto 
the women. The society has been set up 
.w that 1he is pused from f•rher 10 
daughter and uncle to niece. 
Navaho man marries. he almost always 
goes to live on 1he woman's land. Most 
of these allotments were distributed be-

. ' 

.-.:-.'i;:i~~--:t .:\./~\ ;· : ·. 
the !:,ecretary of the Interior. I am 
charged by him with these responsibili-
ties." 

There are lot of people who feel 
that the Bureau of Indian Affairs is not 
meeting its responsibilities. Tom Barry, 
energy reporter for the Navaho Times, 
in Albuquerque, is one. He conducted 
his own invesligation into the BIA and 
concluded, "Environmental assess 
mcnls of lease offerings and approval 
of mining plans have amounted to no 
more than routine letters of approval, 
rarely extending to two pages, and at 
times consisting of only one sentence." 

WhenaskediftheBIA was fulfilling 
its true responsibility to the Navahos, 
regarding the BIA mineral-leasing pro-
gram, Thomas Lynch. director of the 
Minerals Division in Window Rock, 
Arizona, who signed the lease, replied: 
'"Let's put ii this way, we are taking 
care of ewerythia&, We followin1 
!he regulations." 

Some BIA administrators may be 
doing 1ha1, bu1 the damage to Navaho 
land continues. Sarah McCray, a dark-

want ii done first then I will si1n my 
name.· He just lauahed then ro\led up 
his maps and left. 

"Two months later he returned aaain 
and said. 'Have you thou1ht about it?' 
And I $.lid. 'Yes. Have you though! 
about making me the wtl\ and the 
road?' He $.lid. 'No, we won't do 1ha1. 
That will cos1 a lot of money.' I said, 
'Then I'll never sign my name. You've 
lied 10 me again and again. I'm going to 
find out what's at 1he bottom or this. 
I'm sure there's a lawyer who will help 
me. I hear there's" a meetina in Crown 
Point and I'm 1oing to ao. "' 

Sarah McCray did go 10 that meet-
ing. That wu July 25, 1978. h 
there that she met Elsie Peshlakai and 
became an active participan1 in the 
s1ruggle against uranium mining 

She also met Shirley Roper, youn1 
Navaho woman, who, like Elsie kr, 
home as a young child to liwe wit 'he 
Mormons and b.corae eclaloMed. When 
Shirley returned wllh it coRete dea,w 
and two years of pos11raudate trainin1 
in clinical psychol0IY, she found 
hundreds of holes drilled in her land. 

Hazards of mining uranium 
The deep-mining proctss begins with 

the drilling of test holes to discover 
economically minable deposits of 
uranium.Afterasignifican1deposit has 
b~n found, developmental drilling at 
intervals of 200 feel or less begins. Then 
comes the mines; the uranium is 
extracted from the ground and 
separated from its host rock. It is next 
processed 10 yield "yellow cake:· 
which is shipped to a plant where it is 
converted into uranium hexafluoride 
gas that is !hen shipped to an govern-
menl enrichment plant. Finally, it is 
sent to yet another plant, the kind 
Karen Silkwood worked in, where it is 
used to form the fuel element for nu-
clear reactors. 

The materials left af1er 1heuranium-
bearinssolutionis1akenou1 are usually 
called uranium tailings. For every 
pound of uranium produced, roughly 
500 to 1,000 pounds of tailings are gen-
erated. This sludgelike liquid is dumped 

into large reservoirs. Eventually, rhe 
water evaporates from the reservoirs 
leavingapileofdrysandlikesubslance. 

This material contains IS percent of 
the natural radioactivity 1ha1 was ori-
ginally present in the uranium ore, but 

1ween l910and 1930. Al 1ha1 lime In-
dian-owned land was reduced from 
twenty-four million acres 10 1wo and a 
hair million acres. Since the govern-
ment didn't know abQu1 1he uranium 
then. thost who were given land were 
given both the surface and the subsur-
face rights I0 the land." 

"Don•, you feel that your people arc 
being chuted?" 

"Well, lhe Navaho doesn't care 
about money. He different value 
system from the white man. He values 
the land, 001 the money. To !ht Navaho 
1he land is Mother. It brinas him 
food." 

··Yes. but the land is being destroy-
ed," I ~en1ured. 

"Thatis1rue:· he said sadly. "I feel 
with them. I am a Navaho. I grew up 
wi1h them. The almighty...dollar has 
come in here and spoiled the land. We 
might do reclaiming of the land, but 
what aood is it if we rumcd the 
waler? Riaht now we have concaminal• 
cd water runnina down the creek. We 
could move !hem 10 town bu1 Navahos 
don•1 live Chai way. The land is where 
they bav, 1heir lies." 

"Isn't this hard position for you 
personally 10 be in7" I ukcd. Svddcnty 
he hardened. "I've been here for ele\len 
years. I'm satisfied, I'm happy as bell. 
They bave all these options.·• He look• 
eel al his watch, ••1 have to ht- 1oing," 
he said. "Please remcmbtr I rcpr~n, 

whichwouldneverhavebeenreleased if 
the uranium had not bttn mined. It 
emits radon, a highly dangerous radio-
active gas, into the atmosphere for well 
over 100,000 years. 

Sixty million tons of uranium mill 
tailings have accumulated and been 
piled in New Me~ico over the past 30 
}Car~. The federal government is just 
beginning to address the problem. So 
fartheyhavedeterminedthatstablizing 
the tailings could cost as much as S125 
million. 

David Dreesen, a scientist at the Los 
Alamos Scientific Laboratory, wrote in 
a departmental newsletter, "Perhaps 
the solution to the radon problem is to 
zone the land in uranium mining and 
milling district so as to forbid human 
habitation." 

Bui radioactive materiab can affect 
people who do not live in the area 
because they are suspended in the 
atmosphere and dispersed over many 
hundreds of acres by wind, erosion. 
rain and snow. 

Both lhe uranium mines the 
tailina ponds rtlease quantities of 
the radioactive gas radon 222. That 1as 
decays 10 become C\len more dan1erous 

eyed, highly spirited middle-aged 
Navaho woman, tells !his story. 

"Back in 1974 two people came 10 
me from what I 1houi;h1 the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. They said they 
wanted to least one acre for a hundred 
dollars for one year. I signed. 

"They began I0 bring in equipmenl, 
scattering it over my allotment. Then 
theybegan1odrill.Some1imela1erthey 
returned. This lime sayina the wanted 
to put in one lillle light bulb because 
they come across some bedrock and 
needed to look in10 one 01 1he holes. 
'Please, please sign i1,' said one man, 
speaking in Navaho. Because he was a 
Navaho I trusted him. I si1ned. Then 

1hey put power lines on my land. 
"Two or lhree years later while 

man with a big beard came and said the 
men over there saw uranium on your 
land and they want you lo sign your 
name. This time I said, 'No. I am poor 
and I humble, but I 100 needs. 
I want you 10 drill over here for water 
so 1ha1 we can bavt water 10 drink 
waltr for our livn1ock then I want 
you 10 make a real aood road. 
from the hiahway strai1ht 10 my house 
because 1herc is only one out, over 
lhe mountains of bedrock we 
to haul ei1h1 firty-pllon barrels of 

over rock every day for our 
animals. 

"H, said, 'We will do for you if 
you will sign your name.• I said. 'No. I 

radon ••daughters," which 
themselves to dust particles and, .. hen 
inhaled. can become permanently 
lodged in human lungs. Infiltration into 
ponds. streams and drinkina water is 
also common. t f•c1, toxic and radio• 
active materiaL .:l~posi1ed in 11ream bed 
sedimeot can be carried far downstream 

can affect 
people who live hundreds of miles from 
the actual mine sites. Once it has been 
dispersed, !he radioactivity enters the 
food chain. First, the 
materials are reabsorbed into the earth 
through rain and snow. Then lhey seep 

into the root systems of and 
crops. Animals grazina on 1he contam-
inated vegetation and people eatina 1he 
crops or the animals ullimately absorb 
their radiation. The Nuclear 
Commission coneludes that "Uranium 
mining and milling currently the 
mos1 significant sources or radiation 
exposure to the public from the entire 
uranium fuel cycle far surpassing other 
uagesofthefuel cycle, such as nuclear 
power reactors or hiah•level radioacth·t 
wane disposal. 

"Talk about Indian aivers. Fim 1hey 
throw us on this old banen desert, and 
then they wan1 to take it back. They 
gaveittousbecausctheythou1ht it 
no good. Now it is lheir last resource 
for atomic energy, and we still have no 
electricity. Talk about defense. Whal 
are they 1oin110 defend? A radioactive 
field where everyone has cancer? h's 
hard 10 know who's more natl"C, the 
Navahos who si1ned the papen or 1he 
companies who rush blindly forward." 

Then she turned 10 Elsie who wu 
translating this rrom N•vaho said. 
"No more signaturn, Elsie. You must 
go into the homes and ICU chem. Our 
whole way or dealin1 .. i1h life been 
to accep1 and accep1.•• 

"Yes," Elsie said •·even now our 
own people who don't look beyond 
today think we are lakina •way jobs. 
They for1e1 1ha1 even with 1he minn on 
our land ...,e are the 10 be 
hired, the firn 10 be fired. and the 
lowest paid. Bui we are 10 ask 
questions.•• 

Then Elsie pul h,r hud on MH 
Roper's shoulder and SI.id in N•vaho; 
··No more sianatures-it's survival 
now." 

LoffH• Selll•utr II•• •••Nl-w..._ 
1•111., .......... ~l'......,... ... a -
pofky rar 1k l'tJ•NIIII •---
lloa ill PIJ•OIIIIII Mnlllta, 
P, .. 11lva•il. 
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Indian religion before 
the missionaries 
B) Charle)· Cokord 

Chief Stalth (later corrupted 10 
Seattle b) whites) ism)' favorite pro-
phc-1. Especially when he predicts the 
rassing or the whites. If I sound bmer. 
it'~ because I am. 

Take"TheGreat Spirit for instance. 
The Great Spirit is an invention of 
v,hitc mi~sionaries. The Indian did no! 
believe in any '"Great Spirit.°' He was 
not a monotheist, but rather a pan-
theist 

"The ba~ic Idea of Christianity--im-
mortali1y. v,·ith conduct during life de-
termining the reward or punishment of 
the \oul--was imcomprehcnsible 10 the 
aborigines. who had but little thought 
forthchereaftcranddidnot mi;,; their 
e1hicswiththcirre1iaion. Moral princi-
ples or good and evil were not sharply 
defined and 1he ideas of any such spirit 
abode as a ·'happyhuntingground,''.or 
an Indian hell, were forci!ln to nauve 
thought until the idc-a was implanted m 
some scclions by v,hite missionari_es. 
Dre-ams or I isions. induced by fasuna: 
or drugs, whc-rcin he regularly saw and 
spoke with individuals known 10 be 
dead, were ample proof to tht Indian, of 
1hc-exiMence of a soul and an aftcrhfc-. 
Offering~ placed with the dead were 11 
manifestation of this belief 

The souls of the dead, however, were 
usually feared and frequently extreme 
measure~ were taken in attempts 10 pre-
vent thc-ir return. Neither did Indian~ 
dearly comprehend the idea of II per-
soniried ruling d_city. The loos_ely 
organized democratic tribes of Amcrn;:a 
wcreunacquaintcdwithahighlycentra-
lized type of government. Therefore, 
thepoliticalanalogyofarulinggod was 
not caw for them to comprehend. The 
rdigionofthe lndian wa,cntircly prac-
tical and was designed to help him, not 
in the future.but in1hc immediate pre-
sent. Thus, when the Indian thought 
himself plagued b)' an evil spirit, the 
obviou\ way to rid himself of his dif-
ficulty v.as to propitiate that spirit with 
offering~. His attention was thus fixed 
equally upon friendly and unfriendly 
forCC$. 

The missionarin, of couroc. inter• 
pretcd this allitude a\ a worship of the 
devil. 

L:nderlyingallthiswasthesomcwhat 
m)'\lic conception of an impersonal 

super-natural fo rce which pcrmca1cs au 
Nature and animates all phenomena 
which control the destiny of man. This 
force is called Mani10 b)' the Al1on-
quian, Pokunt by the Shoshoni, Orenda 
b)' the Iroquois, and K'1ahand.o b)' the 
Penobscots. It mighl be described as 
akin 10 1hc li fe principle. Early white 
missionaries, not comprehending the 
real nature of th is idea, usually tran-
slated it as "The Great Spirit." 

This life force na1urally permeated 
rocksandtreesand all wildlifcmaking 
them equally holy and sacred to !he In-
dian. Eventually be evolved a pantheon 
of eleven demi-gods who controlled the 
unh•ersc. 

According to Paul A. Wallace of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, " The first four were the 
gods of the four directions: This life 
forccgavethcfourqua rtcrsoftheearth 
and the winds that came from them lo 
four powerful beings, or MAN ITO• 
WUK, namely. Our Grandfather 
Where Dayliah1 Begins, Our Grand-
m01her Where It Is Warm, Our Grand-
father Where The Sun Goes Down, and 
Our Grandfather Where h Is Winter. 
To the Sun and the Moon, regarded as 
l}CTSons and addressed as Elder 
Brothers by the Indian, he gave the duty 
of providing light; and 10 our Elder 
Brothers the Thunden, man-like beings 
with wi ngs, the task of watering the 
crops, and of protecting the people 
against the Great Horned Serpents and 
other water monsters. To the Lh·ing 
Solid Fa,c, or Mask Being, was 1ivcn 
charge of all wi ld animals: to the Corn 
Spirit. control over all vegetation and 
growingthings,whilcOurMothcr, the 
Earth, received the task of carrying and 
fc-eding the people." 

As the Shawnee Chief Kakowat<=hiky 
c;,;plained it to Count Zinzendorf in 
1742: "The difference between the ln-
dians's religion and the white man's is: 
the lndianhashisinhisheartwhile the 
white man has his on his lips." 

The Indian's best thought has been 
handed down, not in creeds and formu-
las, but in myths, symbols, and customs 
which ,till. in spite of ever~· sort of ,or-
ruption, show clearly what they meant 
when they began. 

Report summarizes 
Federal responsibility 

WASHINGTON. D.C . -~ Claims by 
Aaneriean I ndWls 1h11 11ley enjoy dual 
nghtS••all the ngh1s mherent m citizen-
ship. plus rights accruin1 to no other 
11opula1ion aroup--arc described in a 
32-pagcpublicationissued by the 
U.S. Office of Education (OE). 

The rcpon, A Brief History of the 
Federal Responsibility 10 the American 
lndian,isabricfsummaryofanutcn-
~ivc search into the historical record by 
Vine Deloria Jr., an Indian attorney 
and author or Custer Died For Your 
Sins. It was funded by OE's Office of 
Indian Education. 

Granted full citizenship in 1924, In-
dians are entitled to all protections and 
benefits enjoyed by other citizens, in-
cluding frc-c public education for their 
children. 

At the same time, the report main-
tains, Indian claims to rights accuring 
to no other population group appear to 
be justified. These rights, it states. arc 
basedonearlytreatics,actsofCongress 
dealing with Indian matters and court 
decisions upholding both the validity of 
the unties and these special laws. 

According 10 lhe s1udy, 1rea1y re-
cords show that tribes reluctanlly ceded 
nc-1uly a binton ,1cn,: of 1and -amter 
s.omc400trcatles,primarilyincxchange 
for federal promises 10 educate their 
children. Some treaties guaranteed. 
educa1ionandothcrbcnefitsfor!Oto 
20 years, other in perpetuity. Many 
treaty provisions, the report notes. were 
not fulfilled becau$C of public indiffer-
ence, misunderstandings between tribes 
and treaty commissioners as to what 
some treaties actually called for, poor 
communications between Washington 
and the West, and disruptions caused 
by the Civil War. 

Thr report Slates that the Supreme 
Court and lower courts have main-
tained 1ha1 "an unbroken current of 
judicial decisions" give the (cdcral 
government both the power and duty to 
care for the Indian population. 

A Brief History of the Federal Res-
ponsibility to the American Indian can 
be purchased at S2 a copy from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing-
1011, D.C. 20402. When ordering. please 
specify Stock Number 017-080-02033-S. 

Community Colleges may face 
funding cuts 

Ameri_can lndi~n community colleges 
and their organized consortium face 
funding cuts or elimination of funds 
a,·ailable from Title Ill of the Higher 
fducation Act for thi~ up<:oming hll. 

l .croy Clifford, uccutivc dircclor of 
1hc American Indian Higher Education 
C"omonium (AIHECJ, Dcm·cr, Colo-
rado. indicated that he received word 
the Consonium would not be funded as 
of October l. 1980. He also noted that 
the Navajo Community College was 
eliminated and would lose some 
$200,000 of Title Ill monies. Clifford 
\aid other Title 11 1 con\ortium members 
ma)· face the same fate. In corrcspon 
dcnce v.ith 1hc 17 member schools he 
\aid, "Weare confronted with a crisis 
situation.·· 

Little Hoop Community College, Ft. 
Toncn. N.D .. has also reported 1ha1 ii 
ha\ rece1vcd word ofno funding. Little 
Hoop relics on !itle Ill support via 
l.:tke Region Junior College for core 
or,erauon,. It could be forced 10 close. 
Community colleges at Turtle Moun-
tain and Standing Rock ha~c not recciv• 
ed any clear indication as to refunding 
or cut~. f't. Berthod Communil)' Col-
lege received word Iha, ii would be 
funded but did not have any informa-
tion at what level. 

Clifford stated that the Indian 
Consortium a~ well as Other minority 
consortia have been eliminated from 
Ti1lc Ill sources. This includes a major 
bl1ek consortium called " Tactics.•• He 
indicated tha1 AIHEC plans to fi nd out 
why Indian community colleges and 
other minority consortia have been cul. 

Only three consortia, which a rc non 
minority have been fu nded. 

AI HEC and members of the 17 
~ehools have relied on Title Ill fu nding 
~ince t97J for basic operations and de-
velopment. This source is often times 
credited spawning the new ,olleges. 
Hov,-evcr. obtaining fu nds fro m the 
Office of Education program is based 
upon competit ive proposals which must 
be submitted every year. 

The Consortia has come under in-
creasing criticism by Federal and Con-
gressional Officials as being ineffective. 
The Consortia were first devised as net-
works through which member institu-
tionscould rcccivc; serviccs forim prov• 
ing and developing their faculty, curri-
c_ula and olhcr administrat ive opcr11-
t1ons. 

While the Tribally Controlled Com-
munity College Act of 1978 is in effect, 
11 1s only now about 10 be implemented 
and administered by the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. Under the law each of the 
tribal colleges must qualify for fu nds 
and must go throu1h a feas ibility s1udy 
before receiving any opera ting funds. 
The BIA is only now carrying out the 
studies and must make a ease by case 
determination on each college. It is, 
therefore, difficult 10 specify which 
..chools will rtteivc funds for th is fisi.::al 
year 1980or 198 1. Many of the colleges 
do not have core opera ting income to 
survive if they do not quali fy for the 
BIA funds. 

In view of the proposed budgc1 cuts 
f~r I Y RI, many of the Indian colleges 
will be face-~ with having to close opera-
li0n\ _effcct1ve September JO, 1980, un-
~~~~•:~~~:a!0a;:~~~~nce is fortheomins 

Recipes For The Family 
Red and Green Mixit 

4 small zucchini squash 
4 tomatoes 
4 bell peppers 
4 onions 
I eggplant 
2 teaspoons sugar 

I clove garlic 
2 tablespoons 
olive oil 
l 1ablespoons 
lemon juice 
salt and pepper 

Peal and slii;:c zucchini, 1oma1oes, onions, eggplant. Seed and quarter 
the peppers. Mince garlic. Heat olive oil in large pot. Add vegetables and 
then put 5Ci1Sonings in layers. Cook slowly 50 10 60 minutes. Stir gently 
occasionally. Serve hot or cold. Serves 6-8. 

Succotash 
I pint precooked green beans 
I pint of precooked kernel corn 

l pint of tomatoes 
Meat drippings 

Cook all t01cthcr with a little minced onion. sah and pepper. 

Scalloped Potatoes 
6 medium white po1atocs, lump of butler, salt and pepper, to taste. A 
little flour and a cup of milk 

Wash, pare and slice thin the raw polatoes. Arrange in layers in 11 
greased baking dish. Season each layer with salt, pepper, and dus1 lightly 
with the flour. Doi with buucr. After putting in the po1atoes add enough 
milk to come to within I inch or the top of the potatoes. Bake I hour at 
350 degrees. 

Green Beans & Tomatoes 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 tablcsp0;ons chopped onion 
2 Tbsp. chopped parsley 
4 medium tomatoes peeled and chopped 
2 Nine oz. pkg. frozen green beans or a 

jar of your own canned beans (thin sliced). 

lisp.salt 
1 minced garlic clove 

About 2S minutcs before serving; 
I~ mcd_ium skillet over medium heat in hot butter, cook onion and 

itarhc until tender. {About 5 min.) Add the tomatoes and salt and simmer. 
cov~red 10_ mmutcs. Add green beans; cook until heated th rough. 
Sprmklc with chopped parsley. Serves 6. 

Indian Chili 
I lb. ground beef 
Salt and l}Cpper 
2 cans red kidney beans 
I Tbsp. chili powder 

2 cans tomatoes 
½tsp.sugar 
I onion 

Cook onion in 2 Tbsp. fat. Add beef and stir constan1ly unt il separated 
well •· add tomatoes, salt, sugar and pepper. Cook until tomatoes arc 
cooked 10 pieces and mi111urc is thick. Add chili powder, and beans. Let 
simmer awhile. Serve with cheese, pickles and crackers. 

Corn Cob Jelly 
Boil 12 brigh1 red corn cobs in 3 pints water for JO minutes. Remove 

from heat and strain. If needed, add enough water 10 make J cups liquid. 
Add one package fruit pectin and bring 10 boil. Add 3 cups sugar and boil 
2-l minutes until jelly stage. Tastes like apple jelly and is red in color. 

Sassafras Jelly 
Put 2 cups _of su_ong sas~fras tea in a pan. Add one packa,c of 

powdered pectin. Bnng to shgbt boil. Add 3 cups strained honey and 2 
tablespoons of sassafras root bark tha1 has been grated to fine powder. 
Simmer 6 minutes. Put 1n hot jelly glasses and cover. 

Spring Soup 
I med. onion 
I med. potato 
l / 4 1sp. salt 
I can 6 oz. tomato paste 
I½ cups chicken broth 
I cup cut water cress firmly packed 

1 tbsp. butter 
I slice carrot 
J cups waler 
2 tbsp. raw rice 

Cook onion slowly in butter until deliea1cly browned. Add everything 
but watercress. Simmer, stirring occasionally, for 4S minutes. Add water 
cress and boil S minutes longer. A piece of watercress makes a nice 
garnish. Goes well with roast beef. 

Sunflower Seed Soup 
2 cups shelled sunflowers seed 
J scallion sliced 
I tsp. salt 

6 cups water 
2 pkg. instant chicken broth 

Simmer all ingredients 45 minutes. Serve hot. 

Quick Apple Crunch 
I can pie apples 
2 ,ups water 
4tbsp.buttcr 

I box piecrust mix 
I cup sugar 
A favorite spice 

Generously grease 2 quart baking dish. Put all ingredients into dbh. 
Mix well, dot with buuer. Bake at 350 degrees for ]S-40 minutes. 

Punch 
About 25 minutes before serving. 

In covered, large saucepan over low heal, heat 32 ounce bottks apple 
juice, 6 whole cloves and J whole medium sticks of cinnamon until hot, 
bul not boiling, about IS minutes. Serve in warmed punch bowl: garnish 
with I orange thinly sliced. Makes 9 cups (or 18 demi-tassc). 

Fried Apple Rings 
Cut 1ar1 apple in rings about 'h inch wide. Remove core. Sprinkle both 

sides of apple slices with 2 tablespoons su1ar. Cook in 1/8 inch ho1 fal on 
low heal un1il lender and s laud. (5 min.) A la rge heavy skillet may take 
longer. 

I cgi separated 
2 tsp. molasses 

I cup cold milk 
Salt and nutmeg 

gr~r'ffe!~l~g,~hh~;a:tm'. ~~~dwf~I .. :,~~,m~:k~!:~t. a5c~nc~''r_cg (few 

l cups while sugar 
S large eggs 

Pound Cake 
2 up. lemon cxtrac1 
½ tsp. baking powder 
3 cups plain flour (sir! 3 times) 
I to I ½ cups sweet milk 

½lb.butter 
8 tbsp. erisco 
I Up. vanilla 
Dash salt 

Cream buncr. crisco, sugar and sal1. Add cus one a l a 1ime, bcatina 
well af1cr each addition. Add milk and flour allcmately. Rcscl°"e a lin k 
milk and mix baking powder in same and add 10 flour bauer. Add 
extracts. Bake in greased floured tube pan al 350 dcarces for I hour and 
~0 minules. Cool 5 mi_nu1e5 before rcmov!ng cake from pan. Cate can be 
iced 1111i1h your favoruc ii;:mg or is dclic1ous plain. 
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Legends of the Nishnawbe 

·.,.. , 

. The origin of the whitefish 
In the anci~t times 1here lived a 

famous hunter Who had a beautiful wire 
1aJld two ·handsome sons. Each day he 
went out to hunt, that his family might 
have meat, as well as hides for thei r 
clothing. The boys were left alone and 
amused themselves near the lodge play-
ing games and practicing with their 
bows and blunt arrows thal 1hey too 
one day mighL be hunters like their 
father. · 

One day as they returned from a 
nearby woods, they saw a handsome 
stranger entering the lodge of their 
mother. They hid in lhe tall grass and 
before long the stranger reappeared 
only to dissappear into the forest. The 
next day he returned and the next, stay-
ing only a little while then leaving 
before thei r fathe r returned. 

On the fourth day they resolved to 
ask1heirmothcrwhothcstrangermight 
b,. 

Bui the nexl morning as they 
approached the beach they saw a skull 
rolling along the sand. In great frar 
they dodged this way and that trying to 
escape. At that moment they saw a 
giant crane wading in the water. 

"See, grandfather," they called out, 
"we are pursued byan evil spiri1. Take 
upacrossthcwatertothathumpbackcd 
island that we might escape." 

Hearing himself spoken 10, the bird, 
whowasofgrcatsi:i:cand age,sirctchcd 
outhisneck,bcnthiswingsand landed 
beside them. 

" I shall help you," he said. "But as 
you ride on my back be careful that you 
do not touch the spot on the back of my 
hcad. lt isvcrysoreand if you touch it I 
shall be forced to drop you into the 
water." 

The father and his sons agreed, and 
all rode safely to the west shore of the 
island where they were put down. 

The crane then flew back to his place 
alona the shore. Now the skull cried 
out, "Oh, grandfather, carry me over 
thatlmaybcwithmychildrtnforlam 
sad." 

The great bird flew to her aid, again 
sayingthatshcmustnottouchthcback 
of his head for the wound had not heal• 
cdandwasvcrysore. Shcpromiscd,but 
as they flew she grew curious how such 
an ancient bird could have rccci~ed 
such a wound and still live. As they 
were almost to the island she 1ouchcd 
the spot. Instantly she was tossed onto 
the rocks below. 

/ 
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As the skull driflcd in 1hc eddies 
against the rocks, the brains scancrcd 
out into the sea. 

From high above the crane spoke. 
"There you must remain," he said to 
the woman skull. "You have been no 
u~c during your life, perhaps now you 
may at last be helpful 10 your people." 

Ashespokethcbrains began to form 
in10 rish roe or eggs and soon there was 
a new fish in the water of great white-
ness and of a delicious navor. Ever 
artcrithclpcdtofccd the lndiansof1he 
lakes. 

As for the hunter and his sons, they 
look the crane as their totem and their• 

dcsccndanuusc thcmarkfortheirclan 
even 1oday. 

"lsityourfatherwhoasks"shesaid. 
" If he wishes I shall have the suanger 
return this evening. You arc bad boys 
spying on mc. ltisnot manly to lurk at 
home. Go in10 the forests with your 
bows and arrows that one day you may 
become men." 

How O-jeeg rose to the heavens 

The boys were shamed and wcnl !heir 
way saying nothing to their fa1hcr. 

Manymoonspassedandeach daythe 
stranger appeared. Again they resolved 
to ask thei r mother. 

"Who is tl;l is man that walks not the 
, forest trail and who carries no food or 

message.'' 
Now their mother grcW angry. "You 

will never be warriors th ink ing these 
lies.''shesaid.''lfyoutellyour fa1hcrl 
shall be forced 10 kill you both ... 

Again the sons went into the forest 
but this time 1hcy went s«kina their 
fa lhcr. Late tha t day they fou nd him 
next to a buck he had killed. 

"Oh our fa ther," they said. "We 
have waited too long in our uncertainty. 
Now we must tell you of the man who 
comes to our mother's lodge while you 
are hunting. Each day he arrives 
silently, carrying neither food nor 
message nor docs he walk the trail. " 

Their rathcr'sangcrwas likcthe lcr-
riblc Wen-di-go that fells 1rec5 with a 
single breath . Picking up bis war club, 
uained red with blood of deer , he 
st rode homeward towards his lod1c. 

The boys waited a reasonable time 
lhen followed. When they arrived at 
lhti r home they fou nd the lodge to rn 
down, and their mother buried beneath 
theashcsofthecampfirt. Gathering up 
their belongings they moved to another 
place. 

When the young men grew to man-
hood the sons were hau nttd by the 
spiril or tbei r dead molhtr who 
appeared to them at night . Their 
dreams were terrible and they could 001 
fi nd sleep. Finally they and thei r father 
decided lhey must move to a far place 
and escape her evil spiri t. And so they 
travelled 10 a place aloq Late Superior 
where they built their lod1e. 

Once on the shores of the Straits of 
Mackinaw, lived a great hunter whose 
name was 0-jeeg meaning Fisher. So 
strong were his powers that many 
thought him to be a Man•i·tou. He lived 
in a wild and lonely spot with his wife 
and a son of thirteen. Great were his 
hunting skills, and he almost never 
came back 10 the lodge without venison 
or some other game for his family. His 
son, watching, determined also to 
become a migh1y hunter. Taking his 
bow and arrows he ranged far from the 
wigwam seeking small game. But at that 
time a deep snow lay over all the land 
and the air was bitte r cold. Try as he 
might. the boy 's half-frozen fingers 
could not d raw the bow to its proper 
length nor could he hold the arrow 
againstthcstring.Manymoonshctricd 
but at night he returned without game 
to hudd le in his sleeping skins and 
weep. 

One day as he made his sad way 
homeward without a single animal at 
his belt, he saw Au-san-aw-go the 
squirrel a1op a pine stump. Fitting an 
ar row 10 his bow he moved stealthily 
forward . But as he ra ised the bow the 
Squirrel began to speak. · 

" Do not shoot me, oh grandchild, 
that I may give you advice. Day after 
day I sec you rc1urning weeping from 
lhe terr ible cold. If you will listen 
cxl:'cl ly to wha t I say, we shall both 
enJOY sumll)er foreve r. Then you will be 
able 10 fin d food for in this snow I am 
starving.'' 

Eagerly the boy dried his tears and 
moved closer 10 the squirrel, hi5'bow 
forgotte n. 
. " When you reach your lodge," con-

tinued Au-san-aw-10, "weep louder 
than ever before. You must throw your 
bow and arrows away from you. If your 
mol~cr uks why, say nothing but 
contmuc 10 weep. Should sh, offer you 
food, refuse it . When your father rc-
1ums he too shall as\ the cause of your 

grief. Only then may you answer, 
telling him that the snow is too deep 
and the winds too cold. You must then 
stop crying and plead with him 10 melt 
the snov. so that you may become a 
s:reat hunter also." 

The squirrel continued. ''Your father 
will then say that what you ask is very 
difficult but that he will try by using all 
of his powers to grant your wish." 

The boy agreed and hurried home .• 
He did as he was told and everything 
happened as the squirrel had prophe5i-
ed. 

So it was that his father set about 
making a feast. A whole bear was 
roasted and to the feas t he invited his 
friends Oner, Beaver, Lynx., Badger, 
and Wolverine. After the feast, all 
prepared for a long journey and after 
three days 0-jeeg took farewell of his 
wife and son, knowing he wou ld never 
sec them again, and he departed. 

For nineteen sleeps they 1ravclled 
meeting with no misfortunes. On the 
twenticthdaytheyrcachcdthefootofa 
high mountain. Herc they found tracks 
of some person who had killed an 
animal for there was blood on the 
mow. 0-jeeg told the others to follow 
thctracksthattheymightfindfood and 
after a time they all sighted a lod1c 
hidden at the mountain's foot. Now 
0-jccg. the Fisher, {which is a small and 
quick animal)5,11id they might be very 
serious and not laugh at anythin1 they 
saw. They agreed and stepped close to 
the lodge. The door skin then lifted and 
revealed what looked to be a man yet 
his limbs and body were so d istorted 
that it was impossible 10 te ll who or 
what he was. His head was huge, his 
teeth and eyes very Strange and he had 
no arms. They wondered to 1hcmsclves 
how he killed his game. When he told 
them he was a powerful Man-i-tou, all 
accepted his invitation to spend the 
nigh, in his wigwam. 

Once inside.the Man-i-tou boiled tht 

meat in a strange hollow wooden vessel 
then took it out in some manner 
unknown to them. Next he portioned ii 
out to the visitors but his movemenu 
were so strange and humcrous that 
Ot.ter, the jc5ter. burst ou t lauahing. 
With a terrible look the Man-i-tou 
leaped straight on top of Otter intend-
ing 10 smother him as th is was his way 
of hunting. But Otter slipped free and 
Ocd with the curse of the Man-Hou. 
The others remained the ni1h1 and 
1alked of many things. At last the 
fisher told his son's wish. The 
Man-i-tou agreed that it miah1 be done 
but that it would cost 0-jeeg's li fe. 
Thinking of his son and wife, 0-jeea 
agreed. Wercupon the Man-i•tou told 
them what they must do and the road 
they must follow. 

Next morning they set off, meeting 
Otter who was waiting cold and hunary. 
Fortunately Fisher had brought some 
cold venison and so they continued for 
twenty days until they reached an even 
higher mountain. This 1hey climbed and 
by nightfall had reached the top. They 
paused then to rest and smoke. But be-
fore smoking they fo llowed thtir usual 
ceremony of Pointing to the hcaveD.'11. 
the four winds, thccarthand lhczenith . 
Speakina in a loud voice all asked the 
Great Spiri t that their missions be fu l-
filled. 

Above them the sky seemed very 
close. After smoking all prepared them-
selves. 0-jeeg told Oner thal he would 
be the fim to try. Oner aareed and' 
aathcring his muscles made a tremen-
dous leap at 1he sky but fell back 10 
e~rth. There, the snow bcina main, he 
shd down lo the foot of the mountain (a 
thing oucrs still like 10 do 10 ibis day). 

Next came the Beaver who failed, 
then Lyu and Bad&er. All fell senseless 
in the snow. 

Now O-jee1 turned to the Wolverine. 
"It is up to you," he said. " Your 
ancestors have long been known for 

SPRING Ifft. 

The turtle spirits 
There on~ lived a chief in the nOrth sisters, parents and fricn~s were trans-

who<had ten daughters, the most beau- formed into birds of vanous plumage. 
tiful of whom was 0-wc-nee. One by Some were jays, some partridae, some 
one all nine married except she, the passenger pigeons. Other were song 
youngest. Ignoring the picas or the birds sinaina sweet sonas-
young men and the wishes of her fuhcr Only 0-wc-ncc kept her human 
she went her own way until one day shape bent and old Once more Os sco 
when she married a very o ld man cast his eyes pleadmaly toward the sky 
named os-sco. Poor and scarcely able and gave out his strange cry Almost at 
to walk, he was met with loud jeers by once his wife's bcau1y and yo~th rc-

!~il1;5~ o~~~:t':~lu:c~:~e::: o~~~c . rn;nc1~1~r'1 asb=~cr~ 
rea1hered wand. answer. 

Soon after this all were invited to at• 
tend a feast. As they walked throuah 
the woods the sisters cou ld not help but 
pity O-wc-ncc who was as beautiful as 
her husband was old and ugly. As they 
walked the old ont kept his eyes on the 
Evening Star and was heard to muller: 
"Sho wain ne me shin nose," mcanina, 
"Pity me, oh Father." 

" He is crazy," whispered the sister. 
"Already he sees Pau-guk comin1 for 
him." 

Suddenly they came to a hollow log 
pointing toward the path. Os-sco, who 
was o f the 1ur1le clan, let out a strange 
yell and dashed into the lo&- When he 
came out the 01her end he was young 
and handsome. Like a young antlered 
buck,hcsprangtothchcadofthc party 
to lead them. In amazement the people 
looked at him and then at poor 0-wc-
ncc. For she had changed into an old 
woman, bent nearly double, and 
walking with a stick. Quickly Os-seo re-
turned to his wire. calling her sweet 
names and holding out hi5 hand to help 
her as she had helped him during his 
enchantment. 

Soon they reached the lodge where 
the feast was to take place. Herc the 
hosi made a long spec-ch telling them 
that the feast was in honor of the 
Evening Star, then 1he food was passed 
out according to age and character. All 
were happy except Os-sco who con-
tinued to gau at the hcavcns. Suddenly 
from the ,sky came a voice tha1 grew 
louder until all could hear. 

"My son, I have seen your sorrows 
and I pity you." said the voice. "Now I 
come to call you from this land or 
blood and weeping. The earth is 
sorrowful. Oian1s and sorcerers roam 
the land bringing evil to the hunter and 
into the lodges of his family. But the 
spell you were under is now broken. 
Come up into the skies, ascend that you 
may share the feast I have prepared 
among the s1ars and bring with you 
those you love The food before you 
now iscnchantLd and blessed. Fear nol 
to cat ii . This food shall give you im-
mortality and the eating bowls will no 
longer be of wood and clay. They shall 
become of wampum. They shall shine 
like the fire and glow like vcrmillion. 
Your women shall no longer be doomed 
to labor but shall put on the beauty of 
the stars and become shining birds of 
the air clothed in bright feathers. They 
shall dance and npt work, sins and not 

wTt~"voicc paused, then continued. 
"My beams shine on your lodge wi1h 
the power to chanac it into a cloud of 
many colors. Come, Os-sco, my son. 
Look steadfastly at my beams for my 
power is now at its height. Doubt not 
nor delay for this is the voice of the 
Evening Star." 

Os-sco understood each word that 
was spoken bu1 the others thought of 
thcmasdi5tantmusicandthesingingof 
the birds. Suddenly the lodge bcaan to 
tremble and rise into the air. Too late to 
run away, the people could only watch 
as it rode above the tops of the ta llest 
trees. In amazement they saw their 
dishes change into glowing shells while 
thclodgcpolesshonclikesilvcrand the 
bark covering gleamed like the wings of 
insects. In the next instant brother, 

their strength and cunning. It is you 
who must make the try." 

Wolverine agreed and gathering his 
strength, leaped straight at the sky. 
Backhcfcllonlytotryagainandagain. 
Now 0-jeea could see that the sky was 
beginning to give way. 

"Once more!" cried Fisher. 
On this try Wol,.crinc broke throuah 

and went in and Fisher followed. 
They found themselves on a wide 

plain co~cred with all sorts of beauti ful 
and sweet smelling nowers. The air was 
warm and the sun shone on sparkling 
lakes and running Streams. Birds sang 
everywhere. In the center of the plain 
v.ere long lodges. Upon entering one, 
Fi5hcr and Wolverine found them 
empty except for mo--cuks or cages of 
different sizes. Each cage held a dif-
ferent type of bird. Thinkina of what 
finth unting they would give 10 his son, 
Fisher cui open the mo--cuks frcci na the 
birds who instantly new 1hrouab the 
hole in the sky and disappeared. NOw 
the grasses and trees started to sway as 
lhc warm air began nowina throuah the 
ho le toward the earth. 

Suddenly there were shouts as the sky 
dwellers saw their birds and warmth 
leaking out. But ii was too la!c. Spring, 
part o f summer, and autumn had all 
gone. But before summer could com-
pletely escape, the sky dwellers separat-
ed ii with a blow so thal only part of It 
got away. Even then lhc end• were so 
mangled 1ha1 whenever cons1an1 sum-
mer lies on a land it is always sickly. 

Now, Wol~crinc, fearing fo r h is li fe, 
ran to the sky hole and disappeared but 
0-jecg kepi opening more cases for his 
son. Too late he saw his escape cut off. 
Changina himself into hi5 animal body, 
he ran across the plains of heaven until 
he reached a ta ll n ee which he cl imbed. 
The sky dwellers followed and shot a t 
him with arrows. But his body was safe 
a,ainst them except for one tiny spot at 
the tip of his ta il . In vain be pleaded for 

Again the lodge shook for now they 
were passing through high flymg 
clouds. Soon they found themselves in 
the lodge of Evening Star, father or 
Os-sco. 

"My son," said the old m~n, "Ha_nd 
me that mo-cuk or cage of birds which 
you brought, beside the door. I will 
then tell you all that has happened." 

Os-seo did as he was told and he and 
his wife seated thtmsc\ves in the lodge. 

"Pity was shown you, " said Evening 
Star. "bccau~c of your wife's sisters 
who showed contempt for you and 
laughed at her ill fortune in marrying 
you. You had bccn under the spell of 
the spirit who lives in the next lodge, 
that small star you sec 10 the right. He 
has always been envious of our family 
because of our greater power and the 
fact that I am the Woman's Star and m 
charge or the female world. This wicked 
spirit in trying to destroy your rclauves, 
instead turned both you and your wife 
into old and nearly helpless bcin,s. You 
must be careful not to let the light of his 
beams fall upon you for they arc his 
bow and arrows and his weapons of en-
chantment.'' 

Os-sco and his wife lived happily 1n 
the star lodac and soon his wife pre-
sented him with a son who grew tall and 
straight, the image of his fa1hcr. The 
boy soon learned many things and be-
cause he heard that hunting was a 
favorite pastime in the world below, 
begged for his own bow and arrows. 

Os-sco made tt\_cm for his son and 
then opened the cage of birds which he 
had brought that his son might have 
practice at ~hooting. One day the boy 
who had been aiming and releasing the 
swift arrows, brought down one of 
these birds. As he picked ii up, he was 
amazed to sec it turn in10 a bcau1iful 
young woman wi.th an arrow in her 
breast. It was one of his young aun!S. 
But the moment her blood spilled upon 
thcstarsurface.rhecharmthJthelJthf' 
)OUlh was dissolved. He felt himself 
sinking, held up by invi~iblc winas. 
Slowly he dr ifted dow nward until at last 
he landed upon a larae, tree.:Covcred 
island set in a blue sea. Lookina up he 
saw his uncles and aunts following in 
the forms of birds while behind them 
came his father's lodge. Gently it 
landed atop the island and there they all 
took up their abode. Now, all returned 
to human shape but not human size. 
lns1ead they became Puk-wudj-in-i-
nccs, little people or fairies. And each 
evening they would dance across the 
rocks in honor of the Evcninit Star. 

Thus it was that the people who dwell 
below, 5aw that during the summer 
months, the rocks were covered with 
the dancing fairies and called 1hem 
Mish-in-c-mol,:-in-ok-ong, or dancing 

- turtle spirits. 
Herc the Island got iu name, and 

whcn1hcwhitcmcncamc they called it 
in their tongue, Mich-il-i-mack-in-aw. 

his life with those who bore family 
totems the same as his. Al last an a rrow 
found the fatal mark. Weak from lo•s 
or blood 0-jeeg fell to the ground. 
Stretching out his limbs 10 the nonh, llie 
spoke his last. 

" I have been faithful to my son and I 
die in peace. For I know that I have 
brought good to my people. Hereafter 
you may sec me as a sign in 1he sky 
reminding all that it was I who aavc 
them eight to ten moons each year witll 
no snow." 

Then he died. But in the heavens may 
be seen his c:ons1clla1ion, the Fisher, 
with an arrow sticking in his tail. 
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'Kaiser and the War'-One Pueblo's Story 
Editors Note . .._aiscr and 1hc War 

is reprinted herewith the permission 
of Simon J. Ortiz. The s10ry first 
appeared in the book, The Man To 
Send To Rain Clouds, which con-
tained a selccti(l'll of short stories by 
Na1ivc Americans throughout 1hc 
Southwest. Ortiz teaches Creative 
Writing and Literature courses at 1he 
Unhcrsity of New Mexico. His new 
publication is titled Figh1back: For 
The Sake OF The People. For The 
Sake Of The I.and, to be published 
bythelmtitutcforNativcAmcrican 
De\·elopmcnt 

Kaiser got out of the stace pen when I 
""as in the fourth grade. I don't know 
why people called him Kaiser. Some cal• 
led him Hiller too, since he was Kaiser, 
but ldon"t thinkhecaredatallwhat they 
called him. He was probably just glad to 
get out of the state pen. 

Kaiser got in1othestatepcnbecausehc 
didn't go into the army. That's what my 
fathersaidanyway,andbe<:ausehcwasa 
crazy nut, according to some people, 
l'hich was probably why he didn't want 
to go into che army in the fi.rst place, 
which was what my father said also. 

The army wanted him anyway, or 
maybe they didn't know he was crazy or 
supposed to be. They came for him out at 
home on the reservation, and he said he 
wasn't going to go because he didn't 
speak good English. Kaiser didn't go 10 
school more than just the first or second 
grade. Hesaidwhathesaidin Indian and 
his sister said it in English for him. The 
army men, somebody from the county 
draft board. said they'd teach him 
English, don't worry about ii, and how 
to read and l'·ritc and give him clothes 
and money when he got out of the army 
so that he could start regular as any 
American. Just like anybody else, and 
theythrcwinstuffabouthowitwouldbc 
good for our tribe and the people of the 
U.S.A. 

Well, Kaiser, who didn't understand 
that much English anyway, listened 
quietly to his sister telling him what the 
army draft-board men were saying. 

tic didn't bk Mn! quotions, just 
onfcln1,.hilcuid''}tS,''likrhc'dbN"n 
tau,:hlfOSl)inthefi1'1tgr1dc. 

Maybe some of 
the interpretation was lost the way his 
sislerwasdoingit,ormaybehewcntnuts 
like some people said he did once in a 
while bccau\C the ncu thing he did was to 
bust om the door and stan running for 
Black Mesa 

The draft-board men didn't say any-
thing at first, aud then they got pretty 
mad. Kaiser's sister cried because she 
didn't want Kaiser to go into the army, 
but she didn't want him running out just 
like that either. She had gone to the 
Indian school in Albuquerque, and she 
had learned that sturf about patriotism, 
duty, honor--even if you were said 10 be 
crazy. 

Ataboutthattime,thcirgrandfather, 
Faustin.cussedinlndianatthcdraft-
board men. Nobody had noticed when he 
came into the house, but there he was, 
fierce-looking as hell as usual. although 
he "·asn't fierce at all. Then he gol mad 
at his granddaughter and the men, asked 
what they ""ere doing in his house, 
making the women cry and not even 
sining down like friendly people did. Old 
Faustin and the army confronted each 
other. The army men were confused and 
getting more and more nervous. The old 
man told the girl to go out of the room, 
and he'd talk to the army himself, al-
though hcdidn'1speakaword of English 
except "goddammey," which didn't 
sound too much like English but he threw 
it in once in a while anyway. 

Those army men tried togetthcgirlto 
comeback,buttheoldmanwouldn't let 
her. He told her to get to a;rinding corn or 
something useful. They tried sign langu-
age, and when Faustin figured out what 
thcywerewavingthcirhandsaround for, 
he laughed out loud. He wouldn't even 
take the cigarettes offered him. so the 
army men didu"t ,ay anything more. The 
last thing they did, though, was give the 
old man a paper, but they didn't try 10 
explain what it was for. They probably 
hopep it would get read somehow. 

Well, after they left, the paper did get 
read by the girl, and she told Fauuin 
what it was about. 

The ,.a\11oin1 lofo .. c r•ke 
to J•II beuu~c he ..,ouldn't 10 hllo 

lhe •rm, by himself. 

Grandfathcrfaustinsatdownandtalked 
quictlytohimselfforawhilcand then he 
got up to look for Kaiser. 

Kaiser was on his way home by then, 
and his grandfather told him what was 
going to happen. They sat down by the 
side of the road and started to make 
plans. Kaiser would go hide up on Black 
Mesa and maybe ~o up all the way to 
Bru.shy ~fountain if the law really came 
to pokmg around seriously. Faustin 
would take him food and tell him 1he 
news once in a while. 

Ever_ybody in thf village knew whal 
was going en p_retty soon. Some approv-
ed, and some d1dn't. Some 1hought it was 
~rettyfunny. Myfather,whocouldn'tgo 
1n the army even ifhe wanted to because 
1hcrc were too many of us kids laughed 
about it for days. The people.who ap-
proved of ii and thought it funny were 
the ones who knew Kaiser was crazy and 
th•11hearmymustbcevcn crazier. The 
ones who disapproved were moslly those 
wbo were scared of him. A lot of them 

By Simon J. Ortiz: 

were the parents or bro1hersofsir\s who 
they must have suspected of liking 
Kaiser. Kaiser was preny good-looking 
and funny in the way he talked for a 
craz:y guy. And he was a hard worker. 
He worked every day out in the fields or 
up al 1he sheep camp for his parents 
while they were alive and for his sister 
and nephew and grandfather. These 
people, who were scared of him and said 
he should have gone into the army per• 
haps i1'll do him good, didn't want him 
messing around their daughters or 
sisters, which they said he did from time 
to time. 

Mostly lhHC people w,re lit 
tl'OUkt do somctlli•I• tlltre one 

My old man didn't care though. He 
was buddies with Kaiser. When there was 
a corn dance up II the community hall 
they would have a whole lot of fun 
singing and laughing and joking, and 
once in a while when someone brought 
around a bonlc or two they would really 
get goin1 and the officers of the tribe 
would have to warn them to behave 
themselves. 

Kaiser was O.K., !hough. He came 
around home quite a lot. His own kin-
fo:ks didn't care for him 100 much be-
cause he was crazy, and they didn't go 
out of their way to invite him 10 eat or 
spend the night when he dropped by their 
homes and it happened to a;ct dark before 
he left. My mother didn't mind him 
around.Whenshescrvedhimsomcthing 
to cat, she didn't act like he was nuts, or 
supposed to be; she just served him and 
fussed over him like hew.is a kid, which 
Kaiser acted like a lot of the lime. I guess 
she didn't figure a guy who acted like a 
kid was crazy. 

Right after we finished eating, if it 
happened to be 5uppcr, my own grand-
father, who was a medicine man, would 
talktohimandtoallofus kids who were 
usually paying only half attention. He 
would tell us advice, about how the 
world was, how each person, everything, 
was important. And then he would tell us 
stories about the olden times. Legends 
mostly, about the ka'tsina, Spider 
Woman, where our hano, people, came 
from. Some of the stories were funny, 
some sad, and some pretty boring. Kaiser 
would sit there, notsayinganythingn-
ccpt "l:.hch," which is what you're 
supposed to say once in a while to show 
yo1,1'rc listening to the olden times. 

After half of u< kids were aslctp, 
Grandfalber would quit talking, only 
Kaiser wouldn't .. n1 him to qui! •nd 
he'd ask for more, but Grandfather 
wouldn't tell any more. What Kaiser 
would do was start 1clling himself about 
the olden times0 

The Indians laughed. They joke<! by 
calling each 01hcr big belly. The Gover-
nor or the iribe 1wo ehlers canoe 
soon. They greeted 1he law, and then 
theywentintothcmeetinghall to confer 
about Kaiser. 

"Well. ha1·eyou brought Kaiser'!" the 
Indian Agent asked. altl,ough he saw 
that they hadn'1 and knew that they 
wouldn't 

Hr'd lit on lhe floor In lilt dark or 'No." the G0\crnor said. And some-
somelimes up on lhc roof whlfh one interpreted for him. "He will not 
where he'd slN"p In the summer, talklng. come." 

"Well,whydon•tyoubringhim? Jfhe 
doesn't want to come, why don't you 

And sometimes he'd bring him. A bunch of you can bring 
sing, which is also part of 1hc old times. I him," lhe Agent said. He was be<:oming 
would drift ofr to sleep just listening 10 irritated. 
him. The Governor, chiefs, and men talked 

af,';',e~l~ !:n~~~n:1n ~~;i.~dH~]~s~ ~o ~\ci~t~~rtilo;t~~~~ ~~~ddt':r n~: 
=~f:hu:;:~~: c:~~~:y~c~~r:.c~:~~r::;;: ~~~nt~~outth~he x~::;:~:n~a~o~!\dwa! 

~nf1a:~se 1f:~~:;~qi::e'.hc:!~d~:~ 1~~:~i-n ;~:;:o:;dsaf~~ .~~!h~anan:ri~~ 
to get him, but nobody would tell them :i;: t:~~~r ::~~~d i:.r/~':!c~f :I~ 

~: w::~.T:;tt~;a~a:i:n~~n::~\~~: w'h0 didn't like Kaiser. He looked 
very rar because they didn't know the around carefully when he got through 
country around Black Mesa. It's s~~king and sat ~own. 

rougher than hell up there, just 3 couple \~11 the Amm~ans t~at .. is not the 
or sheep camps in a lot of country. ::~is ::~~~/~~c~~1~~~•~~·wi:r~i~!0,~ 

The h1dl•n A1e11I ltd wriHCD I letter 
lo 1hr orricers of 1hr lribe 1hey 
,.ould come for J;alsrr 01 • cer11h11 
di). 

There were a lot of people waiting 
for them when they drove up to the com-
munity meeting hall. The County Sheriff 
hadabulgingbcllyandhehadasix-
shootcr mapped to his hip. When the 
mcns!andingoutsidethecommunityhall 
saw him step out of the a;ovcrnment car, 
they made jokes. Jun like 1hc Lone 
Ranger, someone said. The law didn't 
know what they were laughing about, 
and they said, Hello, and paid no atten-
tion to what they couldn't understand. 

Faustin was among 1hem. But he was 
silent and he smoked a roll-your-own. 
The Agent stopped before him, and 
Faus1in took a slow drag on his roll-your-
own bur didn't look ar the man. 

_"Fauuin, my old friend," the Agent 
said. "How arc you?" 

The old man didn't say anything. He 
let lhe tobacco smoke our slowly and 
looked straight ahead. Someone in the 
crowd told F1ustin whal 1he Agent had 
said,bu11heoldmandidn'tsayanything 
at all. 

The law though! he was praying or that 
he was a wise man conlemplating his an-
swer, 1hc way he was so solemn-like so 
they didn't press him. What Faustin:...as 
doing was ignoring the law. He didn't 
want them to talk with him. He 1urned to 
a man at his side. 

"Tell this man I do not want 10 talk. I 
can't undernand what they're saying in 
American anyway. And J don't want 
anyone to tell me what they say. I'm not 
interested." He looked at the govern-
ment th~n, and he dismissed 1heir pres-
sence wuh his indigna1ion. 

"The old man isn•1 gonna talk 10 
you," someone said. 

The Agent and Sherirr Big Belly glared 
at the man. "Who's in charge around 
hcre?"1heShcrirfsaid. 

And the law was answered with the tran-
slation. 

"I'll be a son-of-a-bitch," the Shcrirf 
said,and1helndianslaughcdquielly. He 
glared at them and they stopped. "Let's 
go get him ourselves," he continued. 

The man_ who had been imcrprcting 
said, "He 1s crazy." 

. lht sheriff )tlled, 
hkc lie rcfutin,: 1n I 
lhlnk cru,." 

''Kaiser,lthmkheiscrazy,''thcintcr-
peter,aid like he 11'35 ahsamcd of saying 
so. He stepped back, embarrassed. 

Faustin then came to 1he fronl. Al• 
though he said he didn't wan, to talk 
with the law, he shouted. "Go get Kaiser 
youscU. lfhc'scrazy, lhopchekillsyou. 
Go get him." 

"O.K.," 1he Agent said when the 
interpreter finished. "We'll go get him 
ouuclves. Where is he?" The Ai.en! 
~new no one would tell him, but he asked 
II anyway 

With that, the Indians assumed 1he 
businc~s tha1 the law came to do was 
o~cr, and that the law had resolved whai 
it came to do in the firs1 place. The 
Indians began to leave. 

"Wait," the Agent said. "We need 
someone to go with us. He's up on Black 
Mesa, but we need someone to show us 
where." 

The men kept on leaving. "We'll pay 
you. The government v.ill pay you to go 
with us. You're depu1ized," the Agent 
said. "Stop !hem, Sheriff,•• he said to 
the County Sheriff, and the Sheriff 
yelled. "Stop, come back here," and pul 
a hand to him six-shooter. When he 
yelled, some of lhe Indians looked al him 
to laugh. He sure looked runny and 
talked runny. But some of them came 
back. _"All ri1ht, y_ou•r~ deputies, you'll 
1c1 paid,'' the Shenffsaid. Some or them 

knew what that meant, others wercn·t 
too sure. Some of them decided they'd 
,;ome. along for the fuo of ii~ 

The law and the Indians piled into the 
govcrnmentcarandapickuptruck which 
belonged 10 one of the deputies who was 
assuredthathewouldgctpaidmorethan 
the others. 

BlackMcsaisfiftcenmilesback on the 
rescrva,ion. There arc dirt roads up to it, 
but they aren't very good; nobody uses 
1hem except sheepherders and hunters in 
the fall. Kaiser knew what he was doing 
when hev,ent up there, and he probably 
saw them when they were coming. But it 
wouldn't have made any difference, be· 
cau~e when the law and the deputies 
cameup101hcfoo1ofthcmesathcys1ill 

ones who wanted 10 tell where Kaiser 
was, if 1hcy knew, didn't say so out loud, 
bul they didn't tell so it didn't 
make any difference. They were too per· 
suaded by the newly found prosperity of 
employment. 

The Sherifr, exhausted by the middle 
of the second day of walking the mesa, 
began to sound like he was for going 
back to Albuquerque. 

MaJbc Kaiser'd f0mc bafk ia b) 
himself; he didn't sec any sense in look-
in11: for somt lndi1n 1ny .. 1yjus1101et 
him inlo lhc 

weren't gelling anywhere. The deputies, Besides, 
who were still Indians, wouldn't tell or he•d heard the Indian was craz:y. When 
didn't really know where Kaiser was a1 the Sheriff had firu learned the Indian's 
the moment. So they sat for a couple of name v.as Kaiser he couldn't believe ii, 
hours at the foot of the mesa, deba1ing but he was assured that wasn·t his real 
what should be done. The law tried 10 get name, just something he was called be-
the deputies to talk. The Sheriff was causchcwascra:i:y.ButtheShcriffdidn't 
boiling mad by this time, getting feel any better or less tired, and he was 
madder too, and he was for persuading getting jumpy about the crazy part. 
one of the deputies into telling where At the end of the se<:ond day, the law 
Kaiser was exactly. But he reasoned the decided to leave. Maybe we'll come back, 
deputy wouldn't talk, being that he was they ,aid. We'll have 10 talk this over 
Indian too, and so he shut up for a while. with the Indian Affairs orfici1ls. Maybe 
He had figured out why the Indians it'll be all right if that Indian doesn't 
laughed so frequently even though it was have to be in the army after all. And they 
not as loud as before they were deputiz- left. The Sheriff, his six-shoo1cr off his 
ed. hip now, was pretty tired out, and he 

Finally, they decided 10 walk up Black didn'1 say anything. 
Mesa. It's rough going, and when the) The officials for the Indian Affairs 
didn'tknowwhichwasthebestwaytogo didn"t give up though. They sent back 
up they found it was even rougher. The some more men. The County SheriH had 
real law dropped back one by one 10 rest de~idcd it wasn't worth it; besides, he 
on a rock or under a pi non tree until only had a whole county to take care of. And 
the deputies were left. They watched the the Indians were deputized again. More 
officer from the Indian Affairs office of them volunteered this time; some had 
sitting on a fallen log some yards back to be turned away. They had figured out 
He was the last one to keep up so far, and how 10 work i1; they wouldn't have to 
he was unlacing his shoes. The deputies tell, if they knew, where Kaiser was. All 
waiting patiently for him to start again they would have to do was walk and say 
and for the others 10 catch up. from time 10 time, "Maybe he's over 

"It's sure hot," One of the deputies there by that canyon. Used to be there 
said. wa~ some good hiding places back when 

"Yes, ma)·be it'll rain 11,POn," ano1hcr the Apache and Navajo were raising 
said. hell.'' And some would go over I here and 

"No, ii rained for the last time last some in the other direction, invesitgating 
month. Maybe next year." good hiding places. But 1f1er camping 

"Snow then," another said. around Black Mesa for a week this time, 

Thry "'•ld1NI 1•e SlttriU tad Ille 
lo11'•rd 

•lie Ne•. o,ie of them 11 .. ptd. 

"Maybe the Americans need a rest,·• 
someone said. "We walked a long 
ways." 

"Yes, they might be tired," another 
said. "I'll go tell 1ha1 one 1hat we're 
going to Slop to rest,•• he said, and 
walked back to the law sining on the log. 
"We gonna stop to rest," he told the 
law. The law didn't say anything as he 
massaged his fctt. And the deputy 
walked away to join the others. 

Theydidn'I find Kaiser that day or the 
next day. The deputies said they could 
w_alk all over the mesa without finding 
him for all eternity, but 1hcy wouldn'I 
find him. They didn'1 mind walking, they 
said. As long as they got paid for their 
time. Their crops were already in, and 
they'd just hire someone to haul winter 
wood for them now !hat 1hcy had 1hc 
money. But they refused to 1alk. The 

thcldian Affairs gave up. They went by 
Faustin's house the day 1hcy left for 
Albuquerque and lef1 a message: the 
government would wail, and when Kaiser 
lcas1 expected it, thcywoulda;ct him and 
he would have to go to jail. 

Kaiser decided to volunteer for the 
army. He had decided 10 af1er he had 
watched 1hc law and thedcpu1ies walk all 
over the mesa. Grandfa1hcr Faus1in had 
come to visit him up a1 one or the sheep 
camps,and all lhe 
news at home, and then he 1old Kaiser 
1hc mcssa1e the a;overnmcnt had Jen. 

"O.K.," Kaiser said. And he was 
silent for a while and nodded his head 
slowly like his grandfather did. "I'll join 
the army." 

"No," his said. •·1 don't 
want you to. I will not allow you." 

"Grandfather, I do not have to mind 
you. lfyouwercmygrandfathcrorunclc 
on my mother's side, I would lis1cn to 
you and probably obey you, but you arc 
not, and so I will not obey you." 

"You arc really crazy !hen," Grand-
father Faustin said. "If that's what you 
want to do, go ahead." He was an1ry 
and he was sad, and he got up and pu1 his 

hand on his grandson's shoulder and 
blessed him in the people's way. After 
that the old man left. It w11 evenin& 
when he lcfl the sheep camp, and he 
walked for a long time away from Bl•ck 
Mesa before he started to sin&. 

The next day, Kaiser sho111cd up 11 
home. He ue with us, and af1cr we a1e 
we sat in the living room 111ith my 1r1nd· 
father. 

"So you·ve decided to go into 1he 
Amcricans's army," my 1randfathcr 
said. None of us kids, nor even my par-
ents. had known he was going, but my 
grandfather had known all along. He 
probably knew as won as Kaiser ltad 
walked into the house. Maybe even 
bcforclhat 

My grandfather blessed hirn then, jus1 
like Fauscin had done, and he talked to 
him of how a man should beha\e and 
what he should expect. Jun general 
things, and Grandfa1hcr 1urned s1crnly 
tov,ard us kids, who ,.,re playin1 around 
as usual. My father and mo1hcr 1alkcd 
with him 100, and when 1hcy ,..ere 
through. my grandfather put corn meal 
in Kaiser's hand for him to pray with. 
Our parenu told us kids 10 tell Kai,;cr 
good-bye and good luck, and after ,..c 
did he left. 

The nut lhi11,: •r heard •u 111•1 
K1i,;er 1111 Ille 

Later on, some people ,.en! to visit 
him upat the slate pen. He ,..H O.K. and 
getting fat. they said, and he was gcttin& 
on 0. K. with everybody, the ,..ardcn told 
them. And when someone had asked 
Kaiser if he was O.K .. he said he wa5 
fine and he gues,ed he ,..ould be Ameri· 
can preny soon, being 1hat he was 
around them so much. The people left 
Kaiser some home-baked bread and dried 
meat and came home afler being H~ured 
by a warden thal he'd get oul preny 
soon, maybe right after the war. KaiKr 
was a model inmate. When 1he visi1ors 
got home to the reservation, they 
went and told Faustin his grandson 
O.K., getting fat and happy as 
American. Old Fauuin didn't have any-
thing to say about tha1. 

Well, the war over after a whik. 
Faustin died somc1ime near the end or 
it. Nobody had heard him mention 
Kaiser at all. Kaiser's sis1cr and nephew 
were the only ones left 11 their home. 
Sometimes someone would ask about 
Kaiser, and his sister or nephew "'ould 
say, "Oh, he's fine. He'll be home preny 
soon. Right after the war.'' But after the 
war was over, they just said he was fine. 

MY r•tber couple of otbcll- 1u,s 
wcnr down to the lndlan Affairs office to 
see what they could find ou1 about 
Kaiser. They were 1old that Kaiser 
going to stay in the pen longer now be-
cause he had tried to kill somebody. 
Well, he just went crazy one day, and he 
madcamistake,sohe'lljus1have1ostay 
in for a couple of more )'Cars or so, the 
Indian Affairs saicl.. Th;iit wa~ the fi~I 
anybody heard of .._aiser trying 1o·kill 
somebody, and some people said why lhe 
hclldidn'tthcyputhimin the army for 
that like they wanted toin the first place. 
So Kai~er remained in the pen long 
the war was over, and most of the 1uys 
who had gone into the army from lhc 
tribe had come home. When he due 
to get out, the Indian Affairs\en1 a leucr 
10 the Governor, and several men from 
the villaa;e went to gel him 

My father said Kai~erwasquiet all the 
way home on the bus. Some of the 1uys 
tried to joke with him, but he jU51 
wouldn'I laugh or say anything. When 
they got off the bus at the highway and 
~gan to walk home, the 1uys broke into 
song, bu1 that didn't bring Kaiser 
around. He kept walking quiet and re• 
sen·ed in his gray suit. Someone Joked 
that Kaiser probabl)' owned the only suit 
in 1he whole tribe 

When they reached his home. hissiuer 
and ne~hcw were very happy 10 sec him. 
Thcycnedandlaughedatthcsame1imc, 
but Kai_scr didn't do anythina; cxeepl sit 
al the k11chcn table and look around. My 
father and theothcr1uysg1vchimadvice 
and welcomed him home again and left. 

4-ftcr that, Kaiser al11ays wore h1~ gut• 
su11. Every time you ~aw him he was 
*Caring it. Out in the field\ or at the 
plaza watching the kat2ina, he wore the 
suit. He didn•t talk much any more, my 
father said. and he didn't come around 
home any more. ci1her. The suit was 
1c11ing all beat-up lookin1, but he jusl 
kept on wearing it so that some pcopit 
began 10 ~•Y that he was sno .. mg 011. 

''That Kaiser,'' they <.aid. ''he's aJ-
wayswearing his sui1, just likehev.as1n 
American or somc1hing. Who docs he 
think he is anyway?" And 1hey'd 
snicker, looking a1 Kaiser ..,..ith a ~on of 
envy. Even when the ~uit was 1orn and 
soiled ,o that it_ h:ardly looked any1hin1 
like a suit, Kaiser wore ii. And some 
people said, "When he dies, Kaiser is 
goin1 to be wearin&: his suil." And Ibey 
:•~~i'ih~ilkl!k~~~::r~'.shed the)· had 1011cn 

Wcll,Ka1serdied, bu1 "'ithouth1s1r1y 
suit. He died up at one of his 
relative's sheep camps one 'll·inter. When 
someone asked about the suit. 1hcy ,..ere 
told by Kaiser's sister 1h11 n ,.as rolled 
up in some newspaper a1 1hcir home. She 
said that Kaiser had told her, before he 
'lltnt up to the sheep camp, that she was 
to_ send u 10 the government. But, she 
said, she couldn't figure out what he 

f~Ji~~e!~ii;t1aybe the s1a1c pen or 1ht 

The person -..·ho as~ed aboul 1ht suit 
wondered abou1 1hi~ Kaiscr·s inHruc• 
tions. He couldn't figure out why Kaiser 
wanted 10 send a beat-up suit back. And 
then he figured. Well, ma)·be 1hc 
way ii wa~ when you either ,.en! into !he 
\ta1c pen or the army and became an 
American 
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The Back Page 
Hanta-yo; A new phenomenon 

Native people living in the contem-
porary world are usually the lasf to 
know and to have something to say 
~bout what is being published concern-
mg us. 

This i~ true whether the work is in 
his1ory, anthropology, psychology, 
education or fiction. Recently, much 
social science research or grant appli-
cations have emphasized that the pro-
jected research is a result or "Tribal 
Council approv·al." In many cases, 
these councils do not inform the poor 
and powerless peoples in 1he hinter-
lands of the reservation$, who are the 
captive objects of such studies. 

This unawareness appears to be true 
in the advent of the book, Han ta Yo, by 
Ruth Beeb( Hill, published by Double-
day. Hill had the linguislic aid of a 
Mdewaktonwan Dakota who calls him-
selfChunksa Yuha. In my view. the two 
combine 10 make a "dreaming pair" 
and the book is evidence of this. 

Its dust jacket proclaims the book to 
be "more than fact, more than fiction, 
Hanta Yo has the authority of a more 
detailedethnographicstudy ... "and is a 
"linguistic tour de force." 

It is neither of the two. 
Thisreviewerhasreadthebook,page 

for page, from cover to cover. My ob-
ser,·ations are not the result ofa cursory 
scanning. According to most accounts 
of those who attempted a reading of 
this extremely tiresome volume, I am 
probably one of the very few who have 
done so. What a chore! 

First, I shall detail my involvement 
priortotheactualreadingofthe book. 
I had heard of the book while listening 
to a radio program, in which one Lisa 
Drew was addressing an audience. I 
wrote Ms. Drew at Doubleday, the pub-
lishers, to ask which tribe was being 
touted as The Indian Roots. An 
assistant responded, "ltisa two-gener-
ation history ofa family of Dakotah In-
dians. It is called Hanta Yo and is writ-
ten by Ruth Hifl and Chunksa Yuha." 

Obviously. the promotional barrage 
touting the book as an Indian "Roots" 
leaned on the reputation of Alex 
Haley's book, Roots. To compare this 
book to Haley's, is at least fatuous. 
MostNativeAmericanshavearichand 
realtr_ibalpastwhichisdifferentiallyin-
lernahzed in all of us and forms the 
basis of our identity. There are, of 
course, exceptions which will be dealt 
with later. We Native Americans do 001 
:~!r~~ historical novel to 1ell us who 

Then, there appeared an article en-
titled "Ruth Hill Became Indian to 
Write Epic of the Sioux," by Peggy 
Thomson. in the Smithsonian (Dcecm-
ber. 1978). Thi\ article is ample cvi-
denccthat NativcAmcricansarc still a1 
the mercy of journalists, free.lance 
writers, script writers, and other estab-
lishment media forces. The ar1icle, 

by Bea Medicine 

however, has given the book a certain 
authenticity lodged in the bosom of 
Smi1hsonian Magazine as an authority 
in the field of ethnic s1udics, a reputa-
tion ii docs not deserve. 

But linguists and anthropologins at 
the Smithsonian lnnitution were quick 
to point out that Smithsonian Magazine 
wasnotconnectedinanywaywith their 
austere institution. Yet, none of them 
has produced a contrary review; nor 
have any of them offered a statement 
pointing out !heir disassociation wi1h 
the magazine. To be charitable. it is 
probably be<:ause either they had 
attempted to read the book and could 
not; or they had not taken the trouble 
toreaditatall. 

The fashion of advocacy for native 
peoples is no longer trendy in the social 
sciences. it would appear. It is seldom 
evident in the humanities, especially in 
the academic regions of history. 

Dr. Ray DcMallie, a very competent 
ethnographer who did his ''field work'' 
among the Dakota and who has done 
consistently able work in research, and 
testimony involving Lakota treaty and 
land rights, published a review titled 
"Ayn Rand Meets Hiawatha." in The 
Na1ion,(April28.1979). J feel that Dr. 
DcMallic has expressed an honest and 
realistic appraisal, which in effect 
castigatcstheHillbookasaninaccuratc 
and damaging interpretation of the 
Lakota. 

Since then, the power brokers in the 
publishing business have sponsored a 
promotion tour for the author. I have 
not seen the television segments. This 
promotional effort has, however, 
resulted in various newspaper people 
calling many of us Lakota in higher ed-
ucation. What a nuisance! 1 want to 

shout "Hanta Yo!" which is the 
feminine form of impatiently saying 
"Get out!" Or, in the more contem· 
porary colloquial English, "Get Lost!" 

This scenario is simply to reaffirm 
several truisms to Indian people. The 
major caveat is that it is impossible to 
intervene in thcpublishingsccnconcea 
decision to publish a book is made (i.e. 
Memoirs of Chief Red Fox. 1974, Mc-
Graw Hill, which was also touted as 
''authentic,''andwasthenexposed asa 
fraud). 

Asaresult,wcarcusua!Jyforccd into 
a time-consumina, defensive position, 
compelled to adopt a posture of being 
perpetually on guard. 

Many Lako1a people have asked me 
who Chunha Yuha is. Once more, I 
wrote the publisher. Thi~ man, it ap-
pears, besides being Mrs. HilJ's "real• 
live. live-in linguistic informant," is 
George B. Smith, his name is English. I 
have a letter from him. Being respectful 
ofLakotaidealsandholdingtraditional 
respect for ciders, I shall say no more, 
except lo hope he shares in the author's 
profits. However, the linguistic contri-
bution he has made is adequate, but 
minimal, if one notes the proportion of 
Lakota to English words. 

ltisdcbatabletha1Mrs. Hill, as she 
claims, has transla1ed the entire book 
from archaic Dakota, as she claims to 
have done. The prose does not present 
the rich, colorful and humorous 
nuances of the Lakota language. Nor 
does metaphor and philosophy come 
through. The choppy sing-song effe<:t 
of the Lakota verbalizations are tire-
some. Phrases such as Ahbleza. saying, 
"I say I have enough, enou_gh of 
~nough" (pg. 471) is enough to give an 
impression of the inaccurate linguistics 
effe.:.:t. Many utterances of the charac-
ters (and one has to call them "utter-
ances," btl;ausc1heyccrtainly arc not 
representative of Dakotah speech), 
ending with "say so, say so" is repeti-
tive and boring. 

In sum, the linguistic aspect does not 
reflect the uuly poe1ic and imaae-filled 
speech of Siouan. 

The book is wearisome. Not only is ii 
heavy to hold; it is tortuously tur~id 
and superfluous. h does not move with 
suspense and sparkle. The pages iu-e 
filled with characters who march 
resolutely around the Plains in a time 
period of approximately 1794_or 1835. 
Mrs. Hill presents a passion-filled 
panorama of primitive .urges-fr~m-
wife-lcndin11 to horse-beauna to w1re-
bea1ing and to the drunken oray when 
the Mahto band meets the whiskey 
traders. 

There are times when her descriplions 
of such 1hings as "hunka-ship" are 
plcasinglypresented(p.672). But there• 
in lies the downfall of the Lakota 
people. Gcnerosily and hospitality are 
aiven, but in rtl;iprocal rclationshi~s. 
This possibly allows such novels to exist 
to plague us. 

It is obvious that Ruth Hill has 
examined the rich ethnoaraphic data 
available on the Lakota people. It is a 
shame lhatshehas notcap1ured the es-
sence of the Lako1a lifeway she bas at-
tempted to portray. Such sc1ments 
dealing with grandparent and grand 
child relationships arc only passable. 
However, there are more superb pre• 
sen1a1ions of our own aulhors, such as 
Ella Deloria. Standing Bear and others. 

The religious ethos of the Lakota and 
the philosophical basis holdina Lakota 
people in a sacred hoop is punctured in 
this book by the stress on deviancy 
which is seen by Mrs. Hill as indivi-
duality. 

The idea of ritualizing sodomy and 
homosexuality is inexcusable. Her des-
criptions of sexual acts give credence to 
the image of a stereotypic, presumed 
lust·fillcd rapaciousness of all Indians. 
The Lakota, ncJ[ttotheCheyenne,werc 
one of the mos1 sexually restrained 
nati"e societies which have been do-
cumented. There were good reasons for 
theseprosciptions and they must be un· 
derstood in the toiality of the culture. 
But anything goes to provide the mar-
ket with a best seller! 

To my mind, this book is highly 
dangerous to the image of the Lakota 
people. Thedangerliesin1hepossibility 
that future students who are searching 
for an ethos and world view of the 
Lakota, and too lazy to do their own re-
search. will rely on !his historical no•cl 
which is now· seen by Ruth Hill as 
"truth.·• According to the Cbica110 
Tribune, (May 17, 1979)" ... 'Thc 
Indian definition of truth is what hap-
pens,' she says, 'And everything in this 
book happened."' 

There are some Lakota people who 
may find this book appealing, and may 
even be induced to praise it. Such 
people, it would be found, quite rea-
sonably fit these descriptions: 

-•They arc too lazy to do their own 
research. 

•·They have been deprived of ac,;ess 
to their oral history. 

•-They grew up as culturally disen-
franchised individuals because of the 
pressures of "being White Dakota." 

--They have been living outside the 
group through no fault of their own, 
having been adopted, or committed to. 
foster homes. 

--Th~y were simply ashamed of being 
Lakota. 

--They do not know thclanauageand 
culture or Lakota. 

I do nm presume 10 speak for these 
people. Nor do I presume to represent 
the entire Lakota nation. But ii cannot 
be denied 1hat there arc many Lakota. 
Dakota, and Nakota people who do 
have a clear understanding of their cul-
turehcirtagc,andthechangcs that have 
and arc occurring in our societies. 

Apache history put to print 
IND[H i'> more than a historical 

monograph about Apaches. And its 
market potential is broader than the 
hi.,torkalacadcme. ltisfirstrich in oral 

• history, emphasizing the au10biograph-
ical account ofa Chiricahua chief (son 
of a great Nedhni chief), who in his 
boyhood rode with Geronimo, and 
who, in his early manhood, served as 
devoted assistant and companion of 
Geronimo. The oral history accounts 
do not ,top with that Chiricahua chief, 
Daklugie by name, bu! incorporate the 
account\ of sixty•six other Apaches, 
men and women, many of whom also 
el[pcricncedthe Indian wars in the time 
of Geronimo 

It is ,econd rich in stories, some of 
which are very powerful and moving. 
The \tories of "Guyen's Revenge" and 
"Massai" arc cl[cellent e~amples. It is 
third a rich historical account which 
tells the Apache side of the long and 
tortured chronicle of events involving 
primarily the Chiricahua Apaches from 
their days at war, as prisoners of war 
for twenty-seven years, and bevond 

The resulting combination is a richly 
colorful account of the Apa,;hes that 
develops a much clearer pkture of what 
1heyrcallywcre,andarc,aspeople--an 
ac,;ount forged by a master storyteller 
and devoted historian from the narra-
tives, descriptioM, and opinioM of the 
Apaches themselves. 

INDEH is a solid contribution to 
~cholarship in thal it brings to 1he his· 
tory of the southwest a new perception 
of events -- that of Indians who lived 
the events rather than whites who wrote 
about them from afar. Although 1he 
author makes no pretense 111 retelling 
the entire srory of the Chiricahua 

Apaches, or at competing with extant 
histories in the field, she does fill some 
important gaps as well as setting the re-
cord straight regarding Apache atti-
tudes as well as actions. 

INDEH may well be a major break-
through in the ftcdgling ari of oral his-
tory. The author has masterfully 
wrought a fabric of many separate oral 

accounts from manyindivldualscolle<:t· 
ed over a twen!y-fivc year period. It 
well may set an imporiant precedent 
and challenge to oral historians nation-
wide. 

As an in storytelling, INDEH is a 
near tour de force. More than one of 
these '>tories, told by Apaches or 1heir 
own c~pericnces, would make 
promi~ing movie scripts. The entire 

three-book account covering se~enty 

!:t::: :;;~d~~~i~:~:1~::oi::i~i!s~sr~~~~ 
INDEH is unique. In its pages are 

many accounts by observant as well as 
important eye witnesses. witnesses now 

deadwho,whenalivc,wercthelastsur-
vivors of the events they have 
described. Andthoseeycwi1nesscsgavc 
their account only to Eve Ball. They 
told only Eve Ball because she was the 
only white person they trus1cd. 

INDEH, therefore, should have wide 
appeal. Historical academe will 
welcome the book as a fresh perspective 

muchlike they have welcomed the 
author's earlier oral account In the 
Days or Victorin, a book now used as a 
text in several universities. In INDEH, 
oral historians should have a pace-
setting example of what can be done. 
Andthc\·astaudienccthat enjoys excit-
ing. fascinating, moving s1ories about a 
colorful era of the American west will 
without doubt find a treasure. 

The book's publication date is I July 
1980 

ISBN 0-8425-1789-9 
The Library of Congress Number is 

80-1)186 
The price is $19.9,, cloth 

Brigham Young University Press 
Pro~o. Utah 84602 

'The Sun-He Dies' the story of 
Montezuma and Cortes 

THE SUN, HE DIES by Jamake 
Highwater (Lippincou & Crowell, May 
16, J980,Sll.95}1srhefimnoveltotell 
the story of the confronration between 
Montezuma and Cortes from the per-
speclive of the conquered people, as an 
eye-witness account of 1he de$truction 
of one of the world's great civilizations 
by a band of400 invaders in search of 
aold and fame. 

Jamakc Highwater, himself of Black-
foot-Cherokee heritage, relates the 
powerful story of the Spanish conquest 
of the Azte<: nation through the words 
of Nanau1zin, chief Speaker for the 
Aztec lord, Monteluma. Nanautzin. 
who has risen from humble beginnings 
to become Montczuma's confidant, 
vividly recreates both the beauty and 
savagery of the pre-conques·t Aztec 
world. He describes the Aztec deference 
tothelegendsandomensthat predicted 
the return cif their god, Quetzalcoatl, 
and thus led them to misinterpret 
Cortes' arrival; but unawares they were 
receiving not a god, but a conqueror. 
Witnes~ing the Aztec confusion first• 
hand, through Nanautzin's eyes. it be-
comes possible to understand how an 
entire Azte<: civilization could become 
powerless against so few men. Nanaut-
zin tells of the political and religious 
setting that made it possible for Cortes 
to attract rival Indian nations to the 
Spanish cause. And finally, he paints a 
portrait of Montezuma himsclf--thc 
proud Aztec leader, torn between his 
religious fervor and his own sense of 
dignity. 

We area\1 bred on history as told by 
Western civilizalion. THE SUN, HE 
DIES is a fresh and enlightening ap-
proach to one of the mos1 dramatic 
conquests in all times. The book is illus-
trated with pictures drawn over 400 
years ago by the conquered natives. 

THE SUN, HE DIES is much more 
than just a novcli~ed account of a par-
ticularly fascinating period in American 
history. Presented in the cadences of 
the oral witness, the story takes the 
reader on a cullural voyage through 
time, with a guide whose view of history 
and of reality is fundamentally diff-
fercntfromthatofthewhitcman's.As 
John Gardner has said or Jamakc High-

Jay Sllverheels dies 

water, "One is tempted to give up the 
modern word. StOrytellcr, and 10 back 
to the grand old Indian word, "lt'gt'n-
der". 

Jamake Highwater is recognized as 
an authority on American Indian his-
tory and cullurc by the National Con· 
gress for American Indians. The Insti-
tute for Development of Indian Law, 
and LaDonna Harris, President of 

Farewell to a legend 

JAY SIi \iERHtELS "To1110" (lrfl] 
i, pklurcd aho,e 10ith his friud 

WOODLAND HILLS, CALIF. · 
Jax Silverheels, the full.blooded Mo• 
hawk known to millions of television 
viewers as the Lone Ranger's faithful 
Indian companion Tonto, died las! 
winter at the age of 62. 

A canadian-born a1hlete and actor 
Silvcrheels died at the Motion Picture 
and Television Country House of com-
plications from a bout with pneumonia. 
He had been hospitalized there since 
Jan. 25, suffering from the effects ofa 
stroke he suffered 5½ years ago. 

"I am deeply saddened," said Clay• 
ton Moore, who starred as the masked 
Lone Ranger in the long-running televi-
sion series. 

"He was a areal man. He was a per• 
fec11entlemanandatruefighterrorthe 
Indian cause. I'm going to miss him 
very much. Jay had a great sense of 
humor and, belie\·c me, I know all the 
world will miss Jay Silverhee\s as 
Tonto," Moore 'iaid. 

Cla)ton Moore, "Tht l.ont Ranau." 
Sihtrlled, htumt the hi American 

Born Harold J. Smith on the Six r,.ia-
tions Indian Resen·ation in Ontario, 
Canada, he was given the name Silver-
heels by a Mohawk tribal cider. He used 
itashisstagcnamc.lcga\lychanginghis 
name to Silverheels nine years ago. 

Arriving in Hollywood in 193) as a 
professional lacrosse player and ~cmi 
professional hockey player. Silvcrhccb 
by 1938 had turned IO films as an extra 
at the urging of spans-minded ac1or 
Joe E. Brown. 

A tireless supporter of Indian causes, 
Sil\erhee\s first big screen role was as 
an Indian prince in "The Captain from 
Castille.''Hestarredasthelndianchief 
Geronimo in three movies; "Broken 
Arrow," "Battle at Apache Pass: and 
"Walk the Proud Land." 

He played Tonto in all 221 televised 
episodes of the "Lone Ranger" and 
two Lone Ranger mo,·ic\, riding 
through hundreds of death-defying ad-

Americans for Indian Opportunity. He 
is the author of numerous books in-
cluding Journey 10 the Sky, a novel 
abou1 the rediscovery of 1hc Maya ci\·i-
lization; Anpao: An American Indian 
Odys~ey, which won the 1978 Newberry 
Honor Award; and Song from the 
Earth: Ameri,;an Indian Pain1ing. He is 
currently involved in the preparation of 
an upcomina PBS series on American 
Indian culture. 

Indian to ha,e hi, ~tar wl In Holl)-
"ood, "alk of Famt. 

ventures with his faithful friend - the 
Lone Ranger - "Kemo sabe". 

The A~C-TV scrici;, a s~in-off from 1 
Fran Smker's 1930's radio program, 
ran from 1949 to \9S7. Rerun on CBS 
and NBC through 1961, ii is still widely 
syndicated 

Among his other movie erediu "ere 
"Key Larao," "True Grit," "The Man 
Who Lo\cd Cat Dancing," and "'The 
Will Rodgers Story." 

Last August, Si\verhecls became the 
first American Indian to havr his star 
,et in Hollywood's Walk of Fame 


