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Leonard Crow Dog awaits trial in federal prison 
Leonard Crow Dog, a spiritual leader 

andmedicineman.isin Federal prison 
He was sentenced on November 28 to a 

five year prison term on a charge or 
"Aiding and' Abetting an Assault." A 
$25,000 appeal bond was set, and Crow 
OJg'sattorney·l!stimates the expenses of 
the appeal might go as high as $75,000 

()i Sep1ember 2, Mcaoskey and Beck 
came to Crow Dog's land and assaulted 
another of Crow Dog's nephews, Frank 
R1iming. On SeJ){ember 3, the pair again 
came to Crow Dog's gate and tried to start 
a second fight which several people helped 
tx-eak up. Crow Dog watched as the pair 
was prevented from entering his land. 
Between the two fights, Beck and 
l\lcOoskeywereseenriding arowidwith 
F'BI agents. 

with drugs was asked to leave Crow Dog's 
home. That man is Roy Pfersick, 25, of 
West Carmel, New York, who said he had 
bcm sent to Crow Dog "by the Great 
Spirit" 

Crow Dog is the great.grandson of the 
man who the United States prosecuted for 
killing of Spotted Tail at Rosebud. ln that 
case, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
the US. had no jurisdiction to try Crow 
Dog because the crime had been 
committed in Indian cowitry 

otherwise provided by Treaty. The 
Jtrisdictionquestionisbowidtoberaised 
another time a hundred years later - again 
by Crow Dog 

Crow Dog needs his freedom to fight the 
mjustchargesagainsthim. We ask you, 
as a supporter of the struggles of Indian 
poople, to give whatever you can Crow Dog's conviction came during a 

U.S. move to railroad all Indian cases 
through before Thanksgiving Day to try 
for a quiet Bicentennial. One hearing was 
held from 9:30p.m. until after midnight, 
and Crow Dog had to be in court at 7:45 
a.m. for sentencing. Some other lndian 
cai;es only look 3', hours from the 
beginning of jury selection to the return of 
theverdict 

. Asaresult,the U.S. Congress passed the 
The next thing Crow Dog knew about the Ma;:,r Crimes Act, lDlilaterally attemptir.g 

matter was on September Sat 6a.m. when ro give the courts of the l' S jurisdirtjnn 
100 FBI agents. four_hel1oopter11 and the for •·certain ma;:,r cnmes." However, the 

5end contributions to: Leonard Crow 
Dog Defense F'1S1d, c-o Richard Erdoes, 
~I West 89th Street, Apt. 8-D, New York, 
New York 

~7';t)!nbyt~~r~d law itself provides it is applicable unless 

J.Or more information: Wounded Knee 
· '.."tport Group, c-o Vanderwall. 2222 
f-"uller Road, 12(M, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
481~.(313}663-0217 

Judge Robert Merhige had been sent in 
from anotherdistrictwithorderstohave 
thelndiancasesclearedupimmediately. 
Although David Taylor, Crow Dog's 
attorney from Louiseville, Kentucky had 
obtained a continuance to allow him to 
prepareforthecase,hisplanehadnot 
landed him back in Louisville when the 
court had announced that it had changed 
its mind and would proceed immediately, 

()i another charge Crwo Dog raced, 
December 8 had been set £or the hearing, 
bur in aabruptannouncement,thecourt 
said it would begin 21,,, weeks earlier 

Bogue had appointed William Srstka as 
cowsel For Crow Dog. Srstka is the son of 
Bogue's own clerk of courts, as well as 
beingthetreasurerofthestate Republican 
party and personal friend and campaign 
manager for William Janklow. Janklow 
had won the office of attorney general of 
thestateonthecampaign promiseof"J'll 
put AIM members in jail, if not under it." 

Srstka entered a guilty plea for Crow 
Dog without Crow Dog's consent and 
Taylor had to argue to get that plea 
withdrawn 

The charge on which Crow Dog was 
smtenced involved two men, William 
Mcaoskey and Robert Beck. Rosebud 
tribal Olairman Robert Burnette des-
cribes them as "troublemakers" and they 
havealongrecordofassaultivebehavior 
Beck, a white man. had been present when 
Andrew Paul Stewart, a nephew of Crow 
Dog's was killed recently, but he was 
neverevenqurst1onedbyauthorities. 

assault warrants on those allegedly 
involved in the fight with McQoskey and 
Beck 

That invasion violated an agreement 
dra\\nupontheRosebudreservationafter 
the Jme 26 FBI deaths, in which tribal 
officials. spiritual leaders, and the BIA 
superintmdent agreed that the F'Blwould 
not be used on the reservation wiless 
notice was given to the tribal chairman 
and the BIA 

Judge Merh1ge told Crow Dog that since 
hewasaspiritualleader,hewasgoingto 
be severe with him since he should have 
prevented the fight. Another defendant, 
Gerald Millard. was sentenced to three 
years. Crow Dog was taken to the 
penitentiary at Sioux Falls, then to 
Wichita. and is now incommwiicado 
some\\'here in the federal prison S)'Stem. 
supposedly headed for the prison at Lewis 
burg, Pennsylvania, far from Sioux 
Cowtry 

Crow Dog was sentenced to three years 
probation for "Robbery of Postal inspect-
ors" at Wounded Knee-since again "he 
was presmt," even though the inspectors 
themselves testified that all Crow Dog did 
was give them a lecture on American 
history. Officials are now trying to have 
that probation revoked. The other assault 
charge for which he stlll faces trial 
in\lOlvesanearlierincidentinwhichaman 

TII E l'OTOWATOMI TR IBJ.: RECE IVED a n adnncecheck as the first insta llment 
ol thf'ir IIIMl,000 for Hlcentennia l programs in a brief ceremony We-dnesday at the 
llann;ihv illeTriha l Center. The grant is part of nea rly 16.2s million belng dlsburse-d 
lhroo1th the Amnican Revolution Bicentenn la l Administra tion Native America n 
Prol(r~m~ Ofrice to ~upport Ind ian Bicent<ennia l projects across the na tion, Doo 
(' l;irk, t left/, projl'cltoordina tor of the /1.a the America n Programs Offl •e in O,enver , 
('olorad11, prl'wnb lhl' check to Mrs. Sally lla lfaday, tribal chalr~rson. The moneJ 
wlU hf' UM'.d to ~upport a n arts and crafts building a nd dance bowl at Ha nna hvllle. 

(Da ilvPress Photol 

LES GEMM ILL, COORDINATOR OF INDIAN Edui:ailon for Com muni ty Schoot1 
and Sen·icl"S, and Ka thleen Kovacs, Progra m AnaJlist under Compensatory 
Educa tion Title I in Lansing, met Janua ry 1 and 8 in Manistiq ue with m.embers of the 
Indian Parl'nt Committee a nd School Personnel. PorpGse of the ,. orkshop was to 
ex pla in Ti tle IV, Part A of the Indian Education Act and Compensatory Education 
under Tille I. (LeBrasseurPhotol 

Menominees moves closer 
to sovereignty 

Madison, Wis.· An executive proclama· 
tionthatwouldreturnMenomineelndians 
to sovereign tribal status on March l was 
subm itted to Governor Lucey for his 
review on Wednesday. He is expected to 
sign it Thursday. 

Attorney General Bronson LaF'ollette, 
wtio helped draw up the proclamation. said 
it \\1nild satisfy all legal requirements 
needed to r~linquish state jurisdiction For 
the Menominee Reservation. including the 
transfer of law enforcement authority to 
the federal government 

The secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Interior \_l'Ould need_ to approve the 
proclamation 10 make it a legal docwnent 

BICENTENNIAL FL'NDS 

The Potowatomi Tribe received an 
advance check as the first installment of 
theirSIOO,OOOfor Bicentennialprogramsin 
a brief . ceremony Wednesday at the 
Hannahv1lle Tribal Center. The grant is 
partofnearlyS6.2S.millionbeingdisbursed 
through the American Revolution Bicen-
tennial Administration Nat ive American 
Programs Office to support Indian 
Bicentennial projects across the nation 

JOl/1.T EFFORT 

LaF'ollette said the proclamation ahd 
bcm worked out between the Menominee 

Restoration Committee (the interim tribal 
g<:,vernment), the U.S. Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and the State and Federal J ust ice 
Departments 

RestorationfromcolDltytotribalstatus 
was approved by Congress last year, but 
theactualchangeincontrolwasheldupby 
Mme disagreements in the U.S. Justice 
Department over technicalities, Lucey 
had said last week 

The Menominee tribe will have its own 
court system under federal jurisdictlon 
11tien the proclamation takes effect 

Wilmer Peters, former Menominee 
OJmtysheriff,will sit as the chief judge, 
and Sarah SkubitzandOlristine Webster, 
00th active in tribal government affairs, 
Will be associate judges 

Mary Grignon, clerk of the Menominee 
OJwty Court now in Shawano, will 
ClJntinue in that ;:,b but will move the 
derk'sofficetothecourtroomlocationin 
Keshena. on the Menominee Reservation . 
n~j_ofthecourtpersonnelareMenomi-

F'ederal agents will be in charge of 
felony law enforcement and prosecution, 
and a local policeforce,probablythe 
curren 91eriff's Depar tment, will handle 
traffic violations and misdemeanor law 
a,forcernent 

Resourcc D,vcloper F'orBay Mills 

Brimley - William Thome has acceptf!d 
appointment as Resource Developer for 
the Bay Mills Indian Commwiity. 

The annomcement came from Arthur L. 
LeBlanc, Bay Mills Indian Community 
chairman, after action by the Executive 
Co1i1cil of the community. 

"WE are pleased to have a man of 
Thorne'sexp-erience in rommunity devel-
opinent and public relationsexperience," 
LeBlanc said. 

Thorne will coordinate ongoing pro}ects 
includingplansforafishprocessingplant, 
additiontothecommunitybuilding,anda 
variety of anticipated projects for the 
reservation. 

ALBUQUERQUE SITE OF 8th NIEA 
CONVENTION 

The eighth Annual National Indian 
Education association Convention will be 
held during September 27-30 at the 
Albuquerque Convention Center in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. 

Albuquerque was the site or the Third 
NIEA Conference in 1971, It is a city rich in 
the heritage of the Southwest American 
Indian, located amidst the splendor of 
Pueblo, Apache, and Navajo life. The 
American Indians of New Mexico have 
characterized the essence of Indian 
education today by nurturing educational 
programs and innovations that are 
wequaled any\\tierein the nation. 

Delegates to the eighth Annual NIEA 
Convention are urged to begin planning 
early,priortothedoseofschoolforthe 
summer,sineethisyearsmeeting will fall 
in September. F'or further information 
please contact the Executive Director at 
the new address: National Indian Educa· 
lion Association 1115Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 55403 1612) 333-
534\or 5342. 

Mou nt P leasantRl"Serva tion Under Shldy 

ElderlylndiansCaughtlnSnalrof 
\\hiteTape 

Carson City, Nevada • Joe Braswell, 
chairman of the Carson City based group 
wtlich includes representatives of seven 
Indian Tribes, s~ys federal bureaucracy's 
failure to consider cultural and other 
differences has resulted in a generally 
inadequate recognitions of elderly Ameri-
can Indians 

He said the problems of the Indian 
elderly - both in remote rural and often 
alien urban settings - were often more 
intense than those of other older persons 
v.ith respect to such needs as housing 
health care, and social services 

"It's partly a cultural clash," Braswell 
said, "many are reluctant to even ask for 
services for ~tiich they might be eligible if 
1t meanshavmgto go mto a strange white 
setting and they are also discouraged by 
all the bureaucratic "White" tape. 

F isherman t'reed 

LeLand, Michigan - An Indian Oiallen-
ging Michigan fishing regulations on the 
basisofatreatymorethanacenturyold 
was released from jail recently pending an 
appeal of his latest conviction 

Arthw- Ddlamme1. 51, from the Leela-
nau Co1i1ty Indian community of Peshaw-
beston, had served six days of a 60 day 
term for interferring with a conservation 
officer \\'hen he was freed 

Ken Walton. Dtilammel's lawyer, said 
therelease~ame after the Michigan Cow-t 
of Appeals m Lansing agreed to hear the 
caseandfreeDdlammelonbondwitilhis 
appeal is heard 

Walton s~id that means Duhamme.1 may 
return tohispbasav.-elderon the Alaska 
pipeline project. 

Illammel was arrested last May while 
trying to retrieve his boat confiscated by 
State Department of Natural Resources 
officers. Last June, Duhammel was 
convicted of _fishing illegally in Grand 
'Traverse Bat· He is appealing that 
cx,nv1cllonalso. 

F'or years, Duhammel has opposed state 
fishmglawsongro~dsthatan 1836treaty 
gives Michigan Indians unlimited hwiting 
and fishing rights 
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Sylvia Evans 

P11bl,.lled -.onthly by tlle Organlutlon of North Affltrl. 
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M!chll!!'\• Ian~ change or addNu to,.,.,• and 
ad1N1t11iolna copy to Editorial Offic .. , Roo ... 140, Uni,.,,. 
,11, Canu,. No.-tha," Mkhiga" U"l"•""lly, Ma rquette, 
Mlol,lgan 4115!,, A,S Ule*' '2,00 P" colum" l"oll lub• 
•crlplio" ralea: IElr donation ""ly 85,00 1u1111•tttd , Mc 
per luue. Canadian gl.00, F,,.Jg n 110.00 Spacial rach,.,.d 
ratH lo,quuler page ado an d """'• lor !It.OH ada 
that are monthly. lnfo,.,.,ulon on ai:,oclal rel .. wlO 11,e 
11"' on ••1111eat. P utillcallon or Nlahn•be N•w1 wi ll ... 
jMfld on funding 0 N,A.l,IJ. wlll aHum• 110 
111.-thllr llablU1IH II rLH>llcatlon ceaffl du. lo lack or 

American Indian party 
Dear Editor. cJ weather. dl des1reabihty of a single 

llere is a little information about our convention,-and el the possibility of not 
party which hopefully you will be able to needing one 

your ne){t issue of the Nishnawbe ha~e;~ci~ ~:~vt!i::n~o;~/th~eti~: ~; 
Our party was rounded in 1971 by a man departing from us rapidly. so all who 

named Harold Govett in California. out of would have it lhis way must act, and act 
a desire that he felt to try and get soon 
something done about the deliberate Offers to help, time. money. sharing, 
p:ilicieso£ this government to try to steal and in general the urging of capable 
further from the reservation people, and persons must co~e. A hundred thousand 
the American people. in general voices must be raised. and raised quickly. 

:: rnas not his idea alone, but he was the 'J\l·o million people must give a million if 
force that started the ball rolling we are to have a chance against the other 

In 1974.whcnhewasarrangingtohavea parues 
convention in \'osemete, a man from the Surethereare·Jcan'ts'. Thereareno's 
f"BI called and wanted information Thcrcaredon'ts,butwearenotlntercstcd 
regarding just who ·we' were. In the in those 
conversation he said that the A IM was Let them join our enemies. the F'ord and 
receiving money from Communist Coun- Reagancamps.theHunphreyandWallace 
tries.Now.asfaraslknow,that1sadamn camps. Then. let them count their 
lie wampum. Ladies and Gentlemen. here is 

llarold Govett in California as National vour duty, here is your need, here is your c•,c•,c• ................... ..., • .., ......... _,......,..,....,. ..... .., ......... .., .. .., ........................ ..,.. .. ; Secretary. and myself in the Eastern p~rt Way of preser\'ing ~·our way of life in the 
ofthiscountry.are111theprocessoftry111g next one~undredyears if there is to be a 

.----- ---------------... to get Indian People intothetoprungsof wa) 

Sympathy extended 
The N1shnawbe Ne"·s staff extends our seven grandchildren, rive brothers, and 

hc.irtfeh sympa1hy to the family of three sisters. The accident occured on 
Haymond Bailey, of Peshawbestown·. Mr. December 15, 1975. 
B.1iley died at the age of 60, as a result of a Mr. Raymond Bailey is the father of Mr. 
car accident Robert Bailey, our American Indian 

Programs Co-Ordinator here at Northern. 
Ile leaves his v.·ife, Josephine. his father, His daughter Carol is a member of the 

~lobert Bailey. four sons. two daughters. Nishnawbe News staff. 

N.M.U. students hold elections 
The Organization o( North American 

Indian Students here at Northern M1ch1-
an University recently nominated and 
eldelectionsofofficersforthel976School 

\'ear 
Those elected v.ere: President · Bill 

Boda, Pellston, Michigan; Vice President• 
Nancie Hatch, calumet Michigan; Secre• 
tary • Sylvia Evans, Marquette Michigan, 
and Treasurer· Carol Bailey, Suttons Bay, 
Michigan 

Dear readers 
As newspaper for Nati\'e Americans we through you that we learn what our 

here a! Nishnawbe News are interested in readers like or dislike and every comment 
what is happening to you. our readers. As will help us to get to you a top-notch 
students we aren't able to go to v.here the newspaper. A newspaper we all can be 
news is occuring and we need your help proud of 

lnotherwordsthisisapaperforyouand Send your comments to: 
we need to be kept informed of current Dora Willis 
events of interesl'to our subscribers. Ari c-0 Nishnawbe News 
._..ork. poelr)·. pow-.,.·ow announcements Rm. 140 University Ceflter 
and features are always appreciated. they Northern Michigan University 
can and wilt be used Marquette, Ml. 49855 

Even in you don't have any events to Than you and may the Great one watch 
reportwewouldliketohearfromyou. lt"s over vou 

One Indians viewpoint 

Last week <F'ebruary 2, 1976). Northern 
Michigan University's Office of Fmancial 
Aids released the 1975•76 F'mancial Aids 
Budget Breakdown 

An article in the campus newspaper. 
North Wind, indicated that according to 
this budget, $1,964,180.00was given out in 
theformofGrantsandScholarshipsfrom 
this University. Of this amount, 160 
athletesweregrantedatotalof$250,000or 
approximately $1562 per student. Could 
some of these students also be getting 
money from Black Student Scholarhsip 
funds or Board of Control Scholarships1 

Other examples of distribution of this 
scholarship money from University funds 
follow: 40 Black Student Scholarships 
amounti'lg to $20.000or $$00 per student, 
Five Debate Scholarships at a total or 
$-t000or$800perstudcnt;64NM.U.Meri! 
Awardsat$89,750orSl402perstudent;one 
foreign Scholar:;hip at $1350; 2S Music 
ScholnrshipsatatotnlofSI0.9SOor$438per 
student 

by Sylvia Evans 

There seems to be some discrepency 
here 

If you ever or are contemplating 
entranee into the academic "ratrace"of 
higher learning, those seeking Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Grants will find that a 
stipulation of funding is that all other 
sourcesoffundingbeexhaustedbefore 
Indian funds can be tapped. 

It seems that this university has done 
quite the opposite, tapped Indian funds to 
their fullest and given to those Indian 
students, from University funds, their 
token amount 

lfeelthatit'stimeforthisUniversityas 
well as the Michigan educational system 
asawhole,reevaluateitssetprioritiesand 
recognize the fact that an Indian's 
financialneedsarethesameasthatofa 
student of athletics, debate or music. 

It would be interesting to compare 
Financial Aids Budget Breakdowns from 
other universities and colleges, especially 
those schools with American Indian 

But of the many categories listed. the Programs 
smallest amount granted per student was 
thatofthel7lndianStudentScholarships 
il!S5000or$.!9-lperstudent Any comments? 

leadershipinourparty M.itisnotthebest,no,itisnotthe 
Jam for the time being, acting as the easiest.nottheseatall.but1tis theonl)· 

Eastern region Director_ We are try mg to way But we all must do our part or we will 
getsomeone1oopenreg1onalofficesmthe fail 
West. North, South. and Central parts of Possible candidates. I wish I could give 
this country for our party. That way we them. but I can't. But, it is time that we 
will be able to get closer to the people. and begin lo gather those names or !M)tential 
get more information to them about our candidates. so all persons should know of 
party leaders who meet the requirements we 

AIM as a group is not participating in dt'mand A full Bloodandof35yearsofage 
our party. J cannot say if there are any or more pleasefindusthosenamesand 
AIMmembersinourparty,for !do not ask capacities that we may begin a list at this 
such things when a person writes to me time 

I am nol a member of AIM. and I am I 1h111k it would be a good idea to make 
sorry f_or that, for I believe in what _th~)· mention of the tendering of that person"s 
aretrymgtodo.ladm1rethepersons_m_1t name to them first. for 1t will be made 
Tue only thing that keeps me from jommg public. or. merely ask us t~ k_eep it secret 
themovementisthatldonotalwaysagree unt[I we knov. more def1mtely of our 
with the way they go about doing certain National Convention plans and we will do 
things.But in my own way I support their that 
cause. Nationalheadquartersisatthefollowmg 

Wehopetohaveaconventionon June ZS address 
of this year, to chi,ose the person we want 
to run under our banner in 76. We hope IO 866 North Point 
get native people from all over the country San F'rancisco. Ca. 94109 
to come to this convention. for they will be c-o Harold Govett. Secretary 
the ones to choose our candidate 

Wlletherwecanswingthisdependsupon May the Great One watch over you 
several things a) finances, bl acceptance Sincerely, 
by Indian Peoples throughout the nation, GlenC.Johnson 

I am sending you a picture 
Dear Editor. I would appreciate your help in ge11mg 

lam sending you a picture to do with thisnews1ome 
whatever you may want to. Really, if t 
were a white man, I would be ashamed of 
it. Jaddedthclowersignandtookapicture 
of it just to show my feelings. 

Thissign.likemanyothers. is just West 
of Logns!M)rt, Indiana. A few miles North 
of highway 24. near the river 

Thank you, 
Sincerely Yours, 

(Ma-Squa-Baness) 
llarryF'alconberry 

Rte.S 
Gladwin.Mi 

Could you please send me a list of any p s This paper is \'ery important to me as 
local Pow-Wows, as I do dance to ~me my three children and Grandson are 
extent yet (64 years old) and enjoy 11 learning our language 

Hopefully this can be published 
Dear M r. Crowe 

lt'shardlytruethatlndiansareru1ning 
state fishing as you claim. The state's 
fishing was '"ruined," so to speak, long 
ago,firstbythedep\etionofnat1vespecies 
due to out -right Great Lakes pollution and. 
over--catch and, by the introduction of 
exotics. And. of course. Indians had no 
significant part whate"er in any or this 1 

The situation is not something that has 
come upon us over night either. The 
treaties were signed long ago. These rights 
were granted when hunting and fishing 
were a way or life. \.','hen fish and game 
were superabundant 

And if that situation has changed then 
the Indian should be compensated 
accordingly. That is what you. as an 
outdoor writer should be working toward, 
not fanning the flames by biased and 
slanted articles. 

Ask yourself why shouldn't our treaty 
obligations with Michigan Indians be as 
valid now as the day weso "'graciously" 
signed it? Ask yourself why hunting and 
fishingbecamesuchprccariousendeavors 
that you fear a few Indians in their "tug 
boats" will wipe out the fish species? 

Honestly ask yourself what happened 
throughtheyearstoouroncesweet water 
andmultitudeoffishspecieswhichtothe 
early explorers and pioneers seemed 
inexhaustable? 

Did the lntlian contaminate the water 
and the very air we breathe and kill off 
these species? I implore you to face facts 
astheyare,J,m,studyyourhistory.More 

importantly.take an honest look around 
you at the situation today 

And what about land animals~ f\llch1gan 
was once a wilderness empire. Did the 
lndiantakethelandanddestroyitfor 
wildlife product1on 1 Did the Indian shoot 
away these once superabundant animal 
populations' 

The answer is of course that he didn't 
for the American Indian was cheated out 
of e\'erything. even his Gods, and hustled 
awaytoreservations.oroutrightmurder· 
edon the SIM)\ His land was taken away 
rromhimandthe!hislanimalsshotaway 

If it weren't so serious it would be 
laughable at the md1gnities we shout now 
in our syn1he11c. super-saturated techno-
logicalsocietyofoutrageandhumanwanl. 

We are up to our old tricks again, 
breaking treaties! We ne\·er have lacked 
grandiose reasons for doing so. One 
hundred and rifty years ago we called it 
Manifest Destiny. Today it's something 
else 

Never will we be able to go on to better 
thingsmthiscountryuntilwefaceourtrue 
history, what we are and what we ha\'e 
done! 

Like many others, what >Ou fail to 
realiie is that American Indian history 
ne\'er ended' In many respects. it is just 
beginning Whatever lhey could salvage 
from this plundered land wouldn't be 
enough for the wrongs that have been done 
the1rrace. 

Another fact you ob\'iously fail to 

The following was sent in to us 
Be It Known 

The enclosed news has been circulating 
about the St Regis Mohawk Indian 
Reser\'atmn for sometime and we feel that 
il should be brouJ?lt to your attention 

We commend the people who took the 
time to draft this up. All the information 
appl!ars to be true to the best of our 
knowledge 

Any harm that may come to us or any of 
our property being burned to the ground 
will bea direct rcsultofusdoingourpart 
in notifying you what is happening hereat 
the St. Regis Mohawk Indian Resen·ation 
lAkwffiasnel 

Wllite-Whitemanrunstheorganizalion 
to teach the Dumb Indians how to be 
Indians 

Roots Origmal or Native Americans 
(especially the ones who can not read or 
write the English language and the ones 
pretendingtobeMohawksorotherNative 
Amt•ricans just out of the woodwork) 

Peace - We are pretending to live in 
peace. if ~'OU don't live in peace according 
toourstandards.ifweha\•eany, we will 
auackyouandharm you rn anyway that 

l'nder the disguise of living in peace, we 
111ll. exploit the roots 10 the fullest. until 
wehaveatleastonemilliondollarsinour 
hands, then we will disappear from the 
Mohawk Reservation and lea\·e you with 
Lhe warped and white washed ideas of the 
white man who heads this show 

We will probably go to the Russians, 
since we ha~·e Communistic beliefs; 
continuetodestroyyourproperty tattil you 
see things our way; supply your young 
people with Dope !LSD, etc.I its much 
easier to control them,insitethem to riot 
and keep up the turmoil on the Mohawk 
lleservation, until we have reached our 
goal or one IJ!illion dollars cash; by 
hypocrites, by preaching, "'Go back to the 
old Indian ways''. we don't know what this 
means, nor do we know what a traditional 
lndianis,butwewill interpret this to suit 
ourselves 

understand is that the Indian is the 
ult1mateconservatiomst.ltishardlylikely 
they will hurt the fish supply in the Great 
Lakes. No more than it has already been 
hurt' They are professionals, they know 
their business and they have well 
organized tribal laws 

The point of Indian independence in this 
situationisreallywhatthetrueissueisall 
about' Besides a mild concern for fish 
species the white establishment feels 
threatened when a minority group 
ex_erc1ses their rights. _The DNR displays 
this syndrome dramatically! 

Like the DNH.. whose position or 
authority really is what's at stake, you 
don't seem to v.ant to face this reality 
squarely. The DNR. thwarted in its 
''proper"execut1on of its duties, knowing 
not what else to do, is but rabble-rousing, 
al\empting to stir upsomesortofwhite 
public sentiment against the native 
Americans. It won't work,of course 

It won't work because the U.S 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights and the 
1837 Treaty made with the Chippewa will 
be abided by as these instruments or 
human justice should ha\'e been abided by 
throughout our history. If they had been 
abided by we wouldn't be in the 
predicament that we are in now' 

fwill be more than glad to debate orally 
or through corres!M)ndence with you any 
time on this issue 

In actual fact we don't behe\'e our own 
preachrng so we will ha\'e to get into our 
Nev. rnns and dri\'C {not run or walk. its 
100 much work) to the nearest welfare. 
off1cetocollec1ourchC'Cksso1hatwecan 
huymoredoJwand sit aroundtl>inkingof 
differcn1 thmgs to steal from our 
fellowman: the white man who heads this 
sordid show and hisstaffw11l continue to 
use thl.' so called Indian publication 
AKWESASNE NOTES" for the continued 
dissemination of falsl.' or sometimes 
truthful mformation to fool the general 
public into sending donations so we can 
reach our million dollar goal 

"AKW~:SASNE NOTl-:5" is a free 
publicalion.sotheysa) It is free after you 
payfiftycentsandatthatrate:~cents 
times N.OOOcirculat1on equals S37.000.00 
for each 1ssue.,Th1s money ,s ~oming at a 
rate of $296,000 per year 

The :\lohawks at Akv.-esasne never hear 
a lhmg about v.hat ,s being done with all 
!hat money. Thl'y claim that all labor and 
material is donatl.'d so that means its all 
clear profit 

At that rate it should take only.four 
p.'ars to reach this goal or one million 
dollars. or is it higher now wilh inflation 
andall 

Inflation should not enter this picture, 
smce labor and material is donated. The 
organization stinks or deceit and exploita-
tion of the Indian people. The very 
existancc or a community is usually 
centered ~round a church, by attacking 
the Oiurch m the last issue, it really shows 
how low the publisher and staff of 
.. AKWESASNE: NOTES" really are, to 
have the audacity to ask any church for 
fundmg after the last issue has to be the 
epitomeofhypocracy 

Signed: 
lo-et-hafromtheNationHouse 

I-We would rather remain anonymous 
because the 1d101s and hypocriLs assoc1al-
ed v.1th the White Roots of Peace and 
··AKWESASNE ;,.;oTF:S" are so low in 
charac1erthat theywillharmandattack 
thechildrenofthehard-working,law-abid· 
mg Mohawk Indians 

They are too cowardly and gutless to sit 
down al a conference to try and iron out 
solutmns to our problems here on the 
Reservation 



MICfilGA1V NEWS 
Indian statue is completed 

Steve Crow speaks out 
The following has been reprinted exactly 
as it appeared in Nishaubaeg Noungom, 
publ ished by the Native American 
Commtinity in Ann Arbor. Michigan 

None of the administrators we've 
approached about this news story see 
anything paternalistic or presumptous 
about speaking for and about us, 
encroaching upon and superoedmg ou.r 

Some people may not have read this lights to free speech and fair representa-
phantom news story published December lion by conviently ignoring our prescence 
Ill, 1975, in the ··Ann Arbor Newsn The io Ann Arbor. 
lnhlrmation in this article was complied It's the same double-jeopardy game. 
and passed on to President Flem in, the When we asked for an old. run-down house 
Board of Regents and .. Th~ An_n Arbor near campus ~s a place to establish a 
new!i'' without or partic1pat1on and cultural center in Ann Arbor, we were told 
consent. there wasn't enough of us to justify for 

Wehavereceivedad1rectrefusalfrom anything. 
the university on a request to correct this ~ut for the record, to satisfy federal 
information, long gone and absorbed by affirmative action guid:lines, or when 
the general public ... The Ann Arbor News" they want us to 'appear' m the show room 
i1unlikelytogiveW1equal time. Weare fioor,theyscribb!ean1mpressivenumber 
llillpreparinga response and would like on the dotted line 
having your reaction to this article. Then we look good on paper, we get used, 

Right off the bat I don't like being and we're a constant aggrivation (usually 
footnotedasour'lndianrecruiter· Jdon·t undcralotofbureaucraticpressure)when 
token for anybody we offer some measure of truth and reality 

The statement about 'several admis- with a few well contemplated solutions to 
sionsgamble_s' is serious and gives us a thell'OblemsofracismattheUniversilyof 
good indication of what the university Michigan 
th

~:~:~u~n~!
1
:li:::r~~:n~70 census \lore Haciaj~!~n;~i:~:~~dents at U-\1 

report for the Indian population of 
Michigan, The university has used the 
aamefigure(68)twoyearsinarow in its 
accounting of Native Americans enrolled 
at the U-M. 

When we approached the Board of 
regeants last month to ha,e SC\!TSI 

•grievances corrected, President f'leming 
replied, ··vou don"t expect me to do 
anythingforfortyone(sic)studentsdo 
you?'" 

The Ann Arbor community does not 
agree with university PR tactics to 
exonerateitselffromitstreatyobligatlons 
and its responsibility as a state institution 
to provide a place where all people can go 
to leamsomeofthetoolsessentialtoa 
people's survival 

There are more racial minorities 
enrolled at the U-M this Fall than 
previously thought 

Updated totals for all racial groups. 
along with the possible reasons why 
American Indians lag far behind the 
others were reported to the Board of 
Regeants today by Vice President for 
Acedemic Affairs f'rank Rhodes 

Earlier reports were based on the best 
estimate available at the time 

Updated totals. followed in brackets by 
last months U-M estimates are: Blacks -
2.443f2.342Jcomparedlo2.286a)'earago: 
Asian Americans· 388 (351 ). compared to 
339ayearago:Americanlndians-69(65l 

"This Indian Monument-sculptured by 
Peter Toth-is a gift to the people and a 
memor ial to the noble American Indian." 

After nearly two months or hard work 
and a few misunderstandings with city 
hall, Peter Toth's dream of erecting a 
giant Indian sculpture in Michigan has 
finally been realized. 

Standing a little over 30 feet tall and 
weighing_ more than 15,000 pounds, the 
awe-inspmng statue w'as completed by 
Toth in Potter Park recently 

Tothhasq'uietlypackedupandlefttown, 
bound for his next destina11on~Peoria, 
Ilhnols,--where he says his welcome will 
be appreciably warmer 

Lansing"s statue is expected to remain 
at the Potter Park site for the next year 
before being moved to a permanent 
site-possibly the new river-front park. 

Toth, a 26-year-old artist. Hungarian· 
born and formerly of Akron, Ohio,hasset 
agoaloferectingonesuchsculpturein 
everysiatetobrmgattenhon to the plight 
of the American Indian 

SINC_E QUITTING his job as a 
mach1mst in Akron and his study of 
psychology at Akron University in 1971. 
Toth has erected statues in 14 states. 

Toth says they are valued up to S25,000 
ap1ecebyexperts.Hesellssmallerstatues 
on the side to support himself along the 
way, since he takes no payment for his 
major sculptures 

Although Toth doesn·t charge anything 
for the sculptures, city hall was at first 
reluctant lo accept it. 

HE ARRIVED in Lansing ready to begin 
work on the sculpture in late July. and 
round the city wasn't ready for him 

He had written one letter to the city 
several months before. but his long-
distance collect calls had not been 
accepted 

A conflict ensued between the artist, who 
feltthecitywasbeinginhospitableandthe 
city admmistrallon, which felt Toth was 
showing disre~ard for their procedures 

compared to 67 a year ago: Spanish 
surnames 360 (3221 compared to :!78 a 
yearago 

"Our revised data," Rhodes report 
states. "'shows that total mmority enroll· 
men! In the Ann Arbor Campus. fall lffl. ii 
3.260students,anincreaseof290students 
from fall 1974 

Rhodes said Associate Vice President 
Richard A. English a~d Undergraduate 
Adm1ssmns Director Chfford SJQgren have 
outlines these recruiting problems 

•Asmal!IndianpopulalionintheStaleof 
Michigan. (The report includes no 
number,thel970censusreportsays 16,858. 
or two percent of the state population.) 

Historically. the percentage of Indian 
y_ouths completing secondary school is 
significantly lower than other minority 
populations in lhe nalion 

·Alargenumberoflndiansresif1einthe 
Upper Peninsula and the Northern Lower 
Peninsula.which introduces a geographic 
faC"torintermsofenrolling in Ann Arbor 

-Indians have a strong sense of 
community.and the fact that we have so 
few ~nrolled on the Ann Arbor campus 
tendstodiscourageadditionalstudents 

-Significantly, most Indian students. 
both freshman i!'ld transfers, are older 
thanstu_dentsofotherminoritygroupsor 
the white population. We have taken 
several admissions ·gambles' on these 
olderstuQentswhohavehadrelevant life 
and work experiences even though their 
h1ghschoolrecordand test scores suggest 
high academic risks. 

-Becauseofseveralofthefactorsabove, 
the attrition rate. both voluntary and 
nonvoluntary, 1s significantly higher than 
for other minority groups. The report 

~;~~:~so~;~~~~:1r;~i~~s/ o;~~:r1~-a ~·l~ 
roulme responsibilities so that he can 
concentrate on developing relationships 
with the Indian communities of Michigan 

Civil suit filed in Marquette district court 
In our last issue of Nishnawbe New·s. we 

rananarlicleontheCivil Rights hearings 
that were being held in Sault Ste. Marie 
Michigan regarding discrimination 10: 
;:::. our Native American people in that 

Since then, a civil suit hils been filed in 
U~ite:<f States District Court in Marquette. 
M1ch1gan by 29 residents of the Sault"s 
Mar-Shunk area, a predominately Indian 
neighborhood and the Sault Ste. Marie 
Band of Oiippe11'a's 

Spearheading ti is acti'ln is a Washing-
Ion based Lawyer's Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law, a group Forll'ed in 1963 
by ~resident Kennedy to im·olve private 
bar inciv1lrightsactions 

The complaint asks the courts to order 
the city not to expend any Funds for 
improvement or maintenance or_ any 
munic1palservicesorfacihtiesfurrnshed 
white residents until the Mar-Shunk 
racilitiesareb_roughtupto_thelevelofthe 
wh1tf'residenttalareas. This could also tie 
up over S2million in federal funds to that 
city 

llalsorequeststhecourttoorderthe 
city to come up with the full amount of 
Revenue Sharing and Community Devel-
opment funds previously receh·ed 10 be 
used to fund the Mar-Shunk facilities. 

This case 11•ill be known as Perry vs. 
Sault Ste. Marie, since the first named 
plaintiff is James H. Perry. The 29 

Indians open newcultural center 
The descendants or Ojibwa Indians who 

aettledtheDetroitarea 12,000yearsbefore 
the white man arrived. 11ere first again at 
kickmgoff America's bicentennial 

At midnight New Years Eve they opened 
at Indian Art and Cultural center in the 
Trappers Alley building on Monroe street 
between Beaubien and St. Antoine. where 
theirforefathersoncetradedfurs 

The f,'ather Gabriel Richard Bicenten-
nial Center is a joint project of the Detroit 
Indian Center and the downtown Catholic 
churches. The churches provided initial 
funrlinitforthrprnJf'l:'! 

The Riehard Center got off to a rousing 
starl w11h a very up 10 rlatt> New Years 
party and music ~y a Chicago Indian 
group which calls itself Brother of the 

,Bear 
The center has received the endorse-

menl of the Bicentennial Commission. 
But VictorNahmabin.a project director 

with the Reverend Russell E. Kohler of St 
Aloysius Oiurch. has little use for many 
celebrations planned for the countrys 200 
yearanmversary 

Nahmabm, who is a member of the Bear 
Clan, Anishnabe Mahkwa in the Objibwa 

residents and Sault Band of Chippewa's 
are named as plaintiffs on behalf of 
themselves and others. 

Named as defendants are Mayor F'rank 
Pingatore, George DeF'rench as City 
Manager_, the City Engmeer, all six city 
comm1ss1oners and any successors in 
thesepos1t1ons. 

The ten fields m which the Mar-Shunk 
people a_sk immediate upgrading of 
services mclude storm sewers. sanitary 
SC\lers,waterlmes.pavmgandmamten• 
ance of streets and sidewalks, fire 
protec11onservices,placementandquality 
of_str_eet lights. parks and playground 
fac1ht1es. snow removal. provision of 

;!~:~io~
0
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language,explainedthatlndiansfindlittle 
locelebrateforthebicentennial. ··Maybe 
if the_ white man had kept a few of his 
promises we would celebrate" said 
N11hm.-1bin. 

The Richard center will house the 
Indians center's art and cultural pro-
grams. It ism the budding where the 
Traugott Schmidt family first traded furs 
with the Indians on Monroe Street, the 
area now known as Greek town 

~e center will be open to the public 
dai ly from 7 p.m. to midnight and crafts 
will be on sale. 

BlIT THE conflicts eventually were 
ironed out and Toth continued to work on 
hisproJectuntilhefmished.AlthoughToth 
had his run-ins with thecity,hesaidhe"s 
not bitter 

"In spite or my difficullies with city 
hall,"' he said, "I enjoyed working here. I 
was very pleased with the countless 
number of people who came by and said 
they enjoyed the sculpture." 

In explanation of why he makes the 
monuments.Tothsays."lgetagreatdeal 
ofsat1sfactionfrommakingthesestatues 
I Feel that I owe something to humanity 
and 1h1s 1s my gift 

"I GUESS I always had a fascination. 
understanding and respect For Indians." 
he said, "e\·en when I was young, in 
Europe, I read stories of Indians and I 
have always loved the outdoors. These 
monuments show my appreciation for the 
Indians and all that they've been 
through ... 

Whe_nall !iOofhis statues are finished, I 
sometime, he expects, after he is 30, he 
behevestheywillhaveasmallcumulative 
effect 

People will see them wherever they go,•· 
he said, "and it's bound to have an effect 
ootheir treatment of Indians." 

CONCERNING IIIS next slop, Peoria. 
Toth said, "They have everything all set 
up They have promised me their full 
cooperation and everything I need to get 
the work done. They want me to start as 
possible"" 

Toth hopes to finish his next sculpture 
before heavy wmter sets in After Peoria 
he's going to Mississippi 

On the eve of his departure Toth had 
these Final words to say 

··1 want to get on down the road,'" he 
said.""becauselha\·eamissioninlifeand 
l"\·egot to get about the business of doing 
11·· 

PCB, DDT in Lake Superior fish 
Brimley. Michigan·· Two types or fish 

caughl in the Whitefish Bay arl'a of Lake 
Superior contam mimmal amounts or PCB 
and DDT. a recPnt study ha, found 

A chemical analysii.or jumbo whitefish 
showed there was just one-half ppm tpart 
per m1lhon1 of PCB m the fish, and 

r::/~~i~~ :::u~f~· ::;1~~:I~~~. 1~!~ 
ppm or PCB and one ppm of DDT 

These amounts are well below the 
danger le\elsof Five ppm established by 
lheF'oodand Drug Administration, which 
1s concerned because of possible health 
hazardstohumanswhoeat Fish 

Buffalo steaks 
next L'Anse 
Eleven buffalo grazing on 60 acres of 

pasturehert'somedaywill be ground into 
buffaloburgers.s\icedintobuffalosteaks 
andservedtotouristsat an Ojibwa Indian 
reservation resort 

Those are the hopes of the 700-member 
Ojib11a tribe near this Upper Peninsula 
city on Lake Superior. The tribe has been 
raising the-buffalo for threeye;irs, but has 
been beset with a hefty set of problems 

Thescruffyanimals,once the royalty of 
1he Great Plains, no11 are the curmudge· 
onsofL'Anse.subborncreaturesw,hogam 
weightslowly.calveonlyonceintwoyl'ars 
and heatedly resist medical treatment 

··You can"\ believe how stubborn imd 
mean these animals can be:·says t'red 
Gauthier. an Ojibwa who tends the herd 

·•At times last winter we chased these 
things for miles through the woods when 
they woJld break out of the pasture," he 
said. "Some would be gone for da\·s. We 
evenhadtoge!\"eterinariansoutlierelo 
lranquilizesomeofthemsoweC'ouldbring 
lhem back"' 

The tribe. led by chief F'red Dakota, 
recei\·ed a donation of 13 buffalo in 1972 
from a parl Sioux doctor from J.ower 
Michigan.Thedoctorsaidhis40..headherd 
11as gelling too big for his land 

The first year Fi\"e animals died from 
disease. bu1 now Dakota says things are 
und<'"rcontrolandtheherdshouldnumber 
31byl976 

The fish s1udied were part of a comercial 
ca1ch taken from While fish Bay by 
members of the Bay Mills Indian 
Communil~- near Sault Ste. Marie. Arthur 
LeBl.inc. chairman of 1he community. 
sa}l>lhetes1 resultsnrl'1mportantbecause 
theyconfirmthefmdingsofse\·eralearlier 
s_1udiesandbecausetheyrefu1eallega• 
t1onsthjl1BayM1llslnd1ansaresellmgfish 
excee-rling lhe f"DA guidehnes 

BayMlllslnd1anspresen1lyaretalching 
and selling only these two species of fish, 
says LeBlanc. and thus there 1s no special 
dangerposedbyealingfishcaughtby 
members of his community. In addition. 
he pom1,,out there is nothing illegal about 
lhesaleor1hesefish1orestaurantsand 
processors m Michigan. Chicago, or New 
York. trad11tonal markets for the Bay 
M1llscalchC!i 

Le_Blancnotesthatanumberofseparate 
slud1C!i conduct~ by the Michigan 
Dcpar1men1 of 1\atural Hesources, the 
Lake Superior Basin Study Center. and 

Though the Ojibwas will begin building 
lhe1r SIS m1ll1on three-acre resor4 in 
nearbyBaraganextsprmg. Dakotasays1t 
will be another four years before the 
buffalo are ready for processing mto ti.. 

burgcrsandsteaks 

l\orthernM1ch1ganUnivers1tyresearches 
ha\·e concluded that Lake Superior 
11h,lef1shandleanlake trout do not exceed 
t'_DA guidelines for PCB Cpolychlorinated 
b1phem-l1 

Moreover. theft' is no reason 10 believe 
that PCB levels will increase m lhese fish 
form 1he Whitefish Bay area and most of 
J.ake Superior there are no major sources 
of lh1s substance. Prior studies have 
shown lhattheh1ghes1 levels are found in 
lhesou1hern part of Lake Michigan, which 
is a receptacle for the industrial wastes of 
l\hlwaukee, Chicago. and Gary. 

Wi!h regard to DDT. use of wMch has 
been restricted in Michigan since 1969, the 
studies have been finding a decline in the 
arnou111s contained in Great Lakes Fish. 
Consequently there should be no future 
danger because of 1h1s pesticide. 

In essence,says LeBlanc, whitefish and 
lean lroul caught and sold by Bay Mills 
Indians should continue to be a valuable 
food fish for human consumption. 

s:~~~;crt!~h al;:rk~!s[~:n~suf~~~ Marquette prison inmate 
tourists.whom thetribehopestodraw to 
us resort with a planed manna, camp- d 
!i~~;~i'r fha;:, motel. restaurant and earns egree 

"A Federal EconomlC' Development 
Administration grant is financing the 
resort project. Maintaining both the resort 
and the buffalo herd will sha\·e off some or 
the Ojibwa tribe's 25 per cent unemploy 
men!. Dakota said 

So far. the buffalo have only mbbled 
away al the tribe's fundsbyeatmg about 
Sl.000 11·orth of ha)' each year 

10 A i: c:r~~:i:s ~:en~Ji~~: 
treatment 

Bu! members or Michigan Stale Univer-
si1y·s Cooperauve Extension Service, who 
are helping the Indians manage the herd, 
say the buffalo's 20--year lifespan means 
the Ojibwas will recover in profits the 
money they've expended to maintain the 
herd 

MARQUETTE. Michigan - He began 
college studies four_years ago with an 
eighth grade educa11on. but when l\lar-
quet!e Branch Prison inmate \'incent R 
Maglaya graduated December 1976 from 
Northern Michigan L"rnversih· in a 
"behind the walls·· ceremony i·n Mich1-
gan·s maximum security prison, ii was the 
highest honors 

The 4.J-year-0ld mmate from Detroit 
received a bachelor'sd_egree in sociolog)· 
and was awarded an r-;111u Summa Cum 
Laude medal for his high scholastic 
performance. He is 'an Amencan Indian. 

""Vince Maglaya has been a model 
student and a leader m educational 
achvities.'' said Thomas E Skoog, 
assistant Registrar at ~l\lU andcoordina-

tor-counselor of the university's prison 
education program 

Maglaya enrolled at NMU m 1972 when 
lhe prison program was inaugurated, and 
1s the first 1_0 earn all his college credits 
from lheun1vers11y 

Although he previously had orily an 
eighth grade education. Maglaya did so 
well on his General Educational Dc\·elop· 
lllenl !GEDI lest that he was accepled b\ 
r-;r.ic For uni\·ers11y-level courses. Skooii: 
~aid 

Maglaya was also instrumental recenth 
m gelling a Bureau or Indian Affairsgrallt 
for an NMU-sponsnred course for Ameri-
can Indian inma1es on drug abuse 

lie mlends tobeginslud1es for masters 
msocial 11nrkdegree 
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All Indian Basketball Tournament New Post School 

Petosky 

Hawks 

take 

1st 
place 

In January All Indian Basketball Tournament 
In January an all Indian basketball 

tournament was held at Central Michigan 
University in Mount Pleasant, sponsored 
by the State YMCA Native American 
Outreach Project. Teams from all over the 
state competed for honors. 

Petoskey and Lansing rinished rirst and 
second respectively with Traverse City 
takinJ theCODIIOlatioo trophy. Marquette 

took home the Sportsmanship award and 
showed some real strength in going down 
to the winners. 

Joel Henry was selected as the most 
valuableplayerinthetoumamentJoelis 
from the Traverse City team. 

Two other tournaments are planned for 
theyear.Petoskeywillco-sponsorwiththe 
State YMCA a tournament on March 20 

Joel Henry 

selected as most 

valuable player 

in tournament 

and 21 to be held in Petoskey. The big 
tournamentatMichiganStateUniversity 
(Jenison Fieldhouse) is set for April 24and 
25. 

If you 'need information on either of 
these tournaments contact George W 
Pamp State YMCA of Michigan, Mount 
Pleasant,Michigan48858orcallhisoffice 
at517-773-9484 

(n response to discrimination of Indian 
students in the Hayward Public school 
system of Wisconsin, the Lac Court 
Oreilles band of O,ippewas have expanded 
theirreservationschoolfromthefourth to 
the twelfth grade. 

The sudden withdraw! of about 100 
students from the Hayward Public school, 
and entry into. the New Post school on the 
reservation in early December, has 
caused overcrowded conditions in the 
small building. 

According to Rick Baker, Tribal 
Qiairman, "We had to do something, our 
kidsjustdidn'ttaketoschoo\at Hayward 
They ·feel left out. The drop out rate is 
staggering. All they can think about is 
·whenamlgoingtotm-nl6-thenlcandrop 
out."" . 

Dropout rates for Indian students in the 
district ranged from estimates of from 17 
to ts percent by the school administration. 
to estimates of 69 percent made by the 
Indian commwiity. Hayward school dis-
trict, one of the largest in the state, has 
aboul 1,800publicschoolstudentsofwhich 
about12percentarelndian 

Discrimination charges against the 
Hayward school include, treating the 
Indian children as second class citizens, 
expecting the Indian students to conform 
to white cultural patterns without ques-
tion,thusdenyingthemexpressionoftheir 
ownnativeculture,anddiscipliningthem 
without offering them an op!X)rtunity to 
explain their behavior. 

Hayward school officials deny these 
claims, yet concede there are no Indians 
on the school board, no Indian administra-
tors,nocertified Indian teachers,andonly 
a few Indian teacher's aids. They are 
against segregated schools, and want to 
make the New Post school a satellite 
school, a public school that would come 
under the control of the school board, not 
thetribe. 

The makeshift facilities as New Post are 
as spartan as Haywards new elementary 
school and expanded high school are 
elaborate. 

Theresa Williams, who directs the 
school.praisesitsespritdecorps. "We're 
all working together," she said, referring 
to parents, students and teachers 

"We don't have hardly anything ~ight 
now. Just a roof over our heads and the 
bare necessities. But we're willing to make 
sacrifices. We lndianshavegone without 
much for so long that this isn't anything 
new to us." 

Tribal leader Baker states. ··one of the 
mostimportantthingswe 'reworkingonin 
the New Post School is the Indian 
self-image. Uyouget the impression that 
the Indian was a savageperson,drunk all 
thetime,in short,not a very nice fella, 
wen, your not going to be very proud of 
yaurheritage." 

''This is totally wrong, the Indian has 
much to be proud of in history." 

Teacher John Geary, feels the children 
are a lot happier in the new school 

.. You know the stereotype aboul the 
quiet Indian child. Well, these kids aren't 
quiet and reserved . You hear that chatter, 
thelaughter,thehigh spirits. They like it, 
they can really be themselves here 

According to one student, "We all feel a 
lot more comfortable here. There is no 
prejudice like at Hayward. We get much 
more personal attention·• 

0' >; ·-,.., 

·· •·· \, woosa~rnenj1jan z~aa! 

1',DI.\' CtLTL"RE - Jdf Tribble 8, studied sketches and the •ord 
\\aasakonenjigan. meaning lamp In the Chippe'Aa language. The 
}oungster altt"'nds the nev. school for Indians at New Post on lhe Lac 
CourtOreilles Resenation . 

involvement is ho_ped for beginning. We're committed to. this new 
The school ·s biggest problem now is school. No longer will ou~ . children be 

fundmg. Baker says he doesn"t know treated as second class c1t1zens in the 
where the money will come from. He hopes classroom 
hecangetfederalaid,orthatsta_teaidsfor 
thetransferstudentsw1\lbesh1ftedfrom ~-T _T_ _T_ _T'_ 
Hayward school to New Post. :....-:; 

··nus pullout should have happened • • • 

Native American students meet 
A lot of parents are involved in the 

teaching program.They help teach songs, 
and chants, Indian lore, cooking and 
sewinR to name a few. Real community 

years ago. The fate of our reservation 
depends on our young people. We've got to ~A.~ .A,.~~ y 
be bold and make changes. This 1s a new 

On February 5, 1976 a meeting of 
lnter.COllegiateNaliveAmericanstudents 
took place on the campus of Michigan 
State University. 

Representatives from the University of 
Michigan, Northem Michigan University, 
Delta Community College, and Michigan 
State Univet'sity attended. 

The conference was used as a forum to 
express Indian student concerns in the 
areas of higher education as well as 

financial aid, admissions, and support ive 
services 

Many students expressed the need for 
information on the many services avail-

!~1~p~(!~v~r!'11;:;i~~n~tigen~~-lli~ 
groupisputtingtogetherabrochurewhich 
will cover this material. 

"ThePrimarygoal.oflhecoalitionatthis 
point seems to center around the 
realization that we as Indian college 

students must take a more active role in 
our education, and the education of our 
Indian brothers and sisters, both second-
ary and college levels", states Amie 
Parrish, MSU student. 

Following the meeting Dr. William 
Demmert, Deputy Commissioner of Indian 
Education, U.S. Office of Education, 
addressed a group of people interested in 
Indian Education. Dr. Demmert discussed 
the Indian Education Act of 1972, Title IV. 

To Grand River Band of Ottawas 
The long haul is just about over. 

Recently your Qlairman Waunetta Domi-
nic and Secretary Gladys Laws o( the 
Descendents Committee went to Washing-
ton D.C. to testify at the Senate 
Sub-Committee hearings. We were spon-
sored by the New York Association of 
Amtrican Indians and two Michigan 
Churches. Because of our personal 
testimony the remits were mostly in our 
favor the Senate passed our Bills with 
amendments, but we gained one major 
point 

But, our Bill must go before the House 

Sub-Committee hearing in March. We 
must send our 0,airman to the hearings 
Senator Hart said its very ifnportant for 
hertoattendorwemight lose the ground 
we have gained. If each Grand River 
Ottawa donated S .5,0 to Sl.00 we would 
have enough to send our Representative 

You can be sure the BIA will be there to 
fight us, we are reluctant to tell you any 
goodnewsuntilallofthehearingsareover 
and the House has passed the Bill and the 
President has signed it 

CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT 
Please send your donation to: 

Waunetta Dominic 
91\f'ranklinStreet 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
Or give it to Gladys Laws. 
There will be a canister placed in the 

Center for your donation 
P.S. For a detailed Report attend the 

June Council Meeting in Petoskey. 
Thank you, 

Gladys M. Laws, Sec 
GrandRiverBandof 

Ottawa 
Descendents Committee 

Indian Parent Committee 
The Indian Parent Committee of the 

Marquette Public Schools have finalized a 
$20,779.75 federa l grant application for 
1976-Tl which will aid programs promoting 
Indian heritage and assist to Indians to 
complete their education. 

Theapplicationmarksthethirdsuchbid 
for funds in three years. This year, the 
committee received $21,270, while in 
1974-75,itobtained $11,888from the federal 
government. 

The money comes from the United 
States Office of Education, lndian Educa-
tion Division.a bracket of the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare. 

The parent committee makes the 
application in connection with Marquette 
Public Schools to serve the l78studentsof 
lndian descent. 

With monies received in the past two 
years, the district has hired three 
"'home-school coordinators," personnel 
assisting lndian families with matters 
relating to education. 

Under the grant application. the three 
positions would be continued at individual 
salaries of 54,425 for a total of $13,275. 
Some$J,593,or 12percent of the salary, 
would be used for fringe benefits 

The rest of the money would be used as 
follows: Out or town travel, $1,500; 
supplies,$t,975;consultingfeesandlocal 
travel,$1,100; personal needs committee 
andfundsfordental,medical,clothingand 
school expenses, $1,023; and indirect 
charges,$313.75,forthetotal$20,779.75. 

Project Director John Sormunenoutlin-
ed the_ program narrative to the parent 
com~1ttee. with members of the group 
makmgchangesin its language. 

The group said in its proposal to the 
federal government it will use the funds in 
lndian children programs related to the 
following: Academic tutoring through the 
home-school coordinators; Indian lan-
guage development. Indian culture. arts 
andcraftsandimprovementofself-image. 

To achieve those goals, the committee 
said parents of lndian students will be 
notified by mail of classes being offered in 
Indian culture, stressing Indian history, 
myths, legends, customs and traditions. 

Indian students at the elementary and 
middle school levels will have an 
op!X)rtwiitytoparticipatein a program of 
Indiancrafts,whileotherstudentswill be 
offered programs in dance, drumming and 
singing 

The ultimate goal of the program is to 
assist Indian students in school. hoping to 
promote their education through the high 
school level 

Toaccomplishthis, lndianstudentswill 
be given an opportunity for individual 
tutoring, with process evaluations to be 
usedtodeterminesuccessatsomelevels. 

In addition, students as well as their 
parents will be encouraged to attend 
school functions. A related item will be to 
stressattendanceat_sc:hoolsinordertotry 
to reduce of excessive unexcused absen-

"'· Under the grant, the parent committee 
willassisttheschooldistrictin developing 
and implementing school programs de-
signed to meet the educational, personal 
and cultural needs of Indian students. 

Sormunen said "this program is to 
supplement.not surplant" existing educa-
tional programs in the school district. The 
keyfactorsintheprogram's_implementa.-
tlon-thehome-schoolcoordmators-will 
remain under the jurisdiction of the 
assistant superintendent for personnel in 
the district, with the parent committee 
advising the district on selections and 
performance. 

Unrest in Menominee county 
Two men, both members of the ~e said that the two Warriors Society ~inis~edhighsc:hool He served three years 

Menominee Warrior Society, were shot memberski!led .. sincerelycaredaboutthe m Vietnam and won three Purple Hearts 
and killed Tuesday night, February 3, 1976. tribe'" and ··demonstrated their concern for wowids he received in combat. 
in a fight involving Menominee County's for the Menominees in their own fashion." For conduct beyond the call of duty he 
controversial sheriff. Kenneth Fish and "'For too long. too many people have been also won the Silver Star, the Bronze Star 
undersheriff, Jimmy Tourrillott playing around with loaded guns," she and a Navy commendation. 

Thedeathsof John J. Waubanascum, 27, said. "This tragedy was bound to occur But Waubanascum went AWOL after 
and Arlin J. Pamenet, 26, came a year to sooner or later. It is a tribute to the law being returned lo the US for a medical 
thedayaflertheendofthe34daytakeover enforcement officers of the Menominees furlough 
of the Alexian Brothers Novitiate that such a disaster has been averted this From late 1969 to late 1973, he attended 

The shootings occurred near the Neopil long." the University or Wisconsin-Green Bay, 
home of Waubanascum, who was one of To note, the Warrior Society has often became involved with the Indian Occupa• 
five men awaiting trial as a result of the been at odds with elected members of the tion of Wowided Knee, S.D. worked with 
Warrior Society's takeover last year Menominee Restoration Committee, the AIM in 0,icago, helped set up an AIM 

('t leader of the Warrio~·s Society, panel'guiding the tribe"s shift back to office in Gr~ Bay and got married 
Michael Sturdevant, 31, Neop1t, said at a reservation status, as ordered by Con- He and his wife, Elizabeth, had two 
news conference Sunday night that he had gress children. now 4 and 3 years old, and he 
learned John Waubanascum, and Arlin EldersoftheMenomineetribecounseled became stepfather to six. children, ages 8 
Pamanet. "'Were shot in-the back b; the their young at a \\'eekend ceremony to 15,_that were Elizabeth's by a previous 
sheriff's department of Menominee Coun- seekmg to ease tensions resulting from th~ marriage 
ty." A statement by District Attorney slayings of the two men. While these In late 1973 Waubanascum was appre-
Richard Stadelman said that the two tensions in the county had been on the hendcdbythemilitarypoliceonlheAWOL 
members of the Menominee Warrior increase, Don Perrote Sr., 65, Neopit, charges and he served five months at a 
Society killed in the shootout ··were not deniedthattheweekendceremonyheldfor Camp Pendleton prison 
shot in the back trymg to run away from Waubanascum and Pamanet included Pamanet was born m Keshena. the son 
officers" as had been charged by their mention of !X)SSible retribution for the of Mr._and Mrs. Paul Pamanet. He moved 
sup!X)r~ers. . deaths with his family to Neop1t while a young boy 

The mvestigat1on is continuing and "a "Absolutely no one spoke of gaining and later was placed with a foster family 
final, written autopsy report may be two revenge or retribution." he said. "Our Pamanet who had been m and out of 
weeks away." said D.A. Stadelman purpose m our ceremony was to alleviate trouble had also become involved, along 

Ac_cording to the account gi_ven by the the sorrow and grief or relatives and with Wabana scum, m the American Indian 
sheriff and district attorney, Fish and two· friends of these two men" Movement 
deputies went to the Waubanascum home "We counseled the young men to seek Pamanet as described by friends as 
after Mrs. Waubanascum came to the advice from the elders," he said of the quiet and studious 
sheriff's office and reported she was lo-hour ceremony held Saturday at Zoar. In 1974, he was hired by the Menominee 
having trouble with her husband. ··we told them not to harbor hatred in their Restoration Committee, the interim tribal 

Fish said Waubanascum ap~ared with hearts or animosity towa_rds any person." government, to do researc~ in the tribe's 
a rifle and fired it at one of his deputies. K.ns caldwell, 25, Neop1t, also said there effort to return to reservation status after 
Fish said he shot Waubanascum, th~n shot was ·110 talk of retribution" during the operating as a county government for 10 
Pamanet when another shot was fired at ceremony,mostofwh1chwasconductedin years 
the deputy from a porch. the Indian language He also wrote articles for and helped 

The sheriff said his actions "were Waubanascum was born in Keshena, the publish a monthly newsleller put out by 
reasonable and necessary for our protcc- son of John and Edmere Waubanascum. the restoration committee. 
tio_n under the circumstances." Stadelman H~ moved to Neopit with his family while After the takeover of the novitiate, 
said he felt the police acted reasonably, sttll a young boy. Pamanet was one of Se\'eral restorations 
but he has asked the state Justice During his teenage years, he had many committee employees identified as being 
Department to conduct an independent brusheswiththelaw,andhisparentswere sympathetic with the philosophies of the 
investigation of the shootings. taken to court on several occasions for Menominee Warriors Society. 

The Meno,:nin~ Restoration Commi_ttee failure to sen_d their children to school and lie was fired by the tribal government 
Tuesday sa1_d 1t support~ Menominee for curfew v1olat1ons. and later was arrested while trying to get 
County Sheriff Kenneth Fish. Ada Deer, In 1964. when Waubanascum was 16, he past roadblocks to enter the novitiate 
who heads the committee, issued the was waived into adult court, where he was durin$ the occupation 
statement and also called for an end to com·icted of theft and car theft. 
\hr7ats of violence in connection with the In November.1964.hewas placed on two 
mc1dent. years' probation. but the probation later 

"Removing Sheriff Fish will not soh-e was revoked and in July, 1965, he was 
the pr_oblems faced in our community and sentenced to one year in the Wisconsin 
said 1t was easy to second guess law State Reformatory, Green Bay 
enforce~ent but ·•quite another thing to be After being paroled Waubanascum 
out at night facing bullets." joined the Marines in 1967, where he 
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Know Your language 

Ojibv.a-Otta11a 

Apapiwin 
Me('n 
Wl'nishishingmawach 
\\'enishishingnowach 
Nishwayi-e<> 

English Mow 
Makuk 

Bench Kwee11·isens 
Berry Kitchikanesheens 

Best O~hee 
Better pme 

Andek 
Migize 

Bowels 
8-0, 
Boy 

Chickadee 
Robin 

Partridge 
Croy, 
Eagle 
Hawk 

Woodpecker 

IN THE 
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Awas 
K1chi•mas1na•ik1m 
Micha 
K1chi 
Mintito 

Between 
Beyond 

Bible 
isbig 

Big 
~le is big 

Birch 
Birk 

Birth 
Black 

1\1<:-ezhigonesi 
MonikwaneorPapasay 
Nanokasens 
Kitchimisise 
Ojeek 

Hummingbird 
Swan 

Fisher 
Martin 

Navajo Indian Women's Association 
Weekosatik 
J>meshee 
1'ig1win 
Makadcwa 
Wapowan 
K,1wttnniwapisee 
J\1iskwi 
M1skW(.'('WI 
Kf.'('Shkichee-0n 
Oshawashko 

Blanket 
l amblind 

Blood 
He is bloody 

Qi('{'man 
Ok:rn 
Masina-ikan 
Makisin 
Minikwewin 
Okima 
Mooduyormotayab1k 
Anammg 
Mitigwap 

0-go-seh-mahn 
{squash soup) 
2-3 Pounds of summer squash 
2-3polatoes 
3--lcarrots 
1·2 large onions 
3-4C'arsofcorncut from cob 
'i head of cabbage 
5.fisliccsofs.altpork 
'z cup green peas 

Blouse 
Blue 
B~t 

"""" Book 
Boot 

Boo,e 
Bos, 

Bott le 
Bollom 

Bo, 

Chop up pork and vegetables and place 
them ina large kettle. Cover with water. 
cook until tender Season.Serve 

Wapisheshi 
Shangwcshi 
Shingosi 
Agingosi 
Shigak 
Gak 

Wawa 
J',lakadenlship 
Sikidagans 
Wawashkesh 
tkwewawashkesh 
Kitakakons 
Mushkodepishiki 
Makwa 
Kayashk 
Mc..-m""" 
Wawanoon 

Mink 
Weasel 

Chipmunk 
Skunk 

Porcupine 
Goos, 

Tamegoose 
Mallard 

Butterbalduck 
Buck Deer 

Doe 
Calf 

Buffalo 
Bear 

Seagull 
Pigeons 

Egg, 

Ah-gee<hum-buh-gee 
lpoundofanydriedfruit 
Zcups of sifted corn meal 
2 tablespoons of brown sugar 

Cook fruit half done in water co,·ering 
fru1tabout l-l'2inches. Pour hot fruit and 
juice over the corn meal. If needed. add 
water_ to make the meal moldable: Shape 
mto finger length pieces. Wrap m corn 
shucksorsomcthingsimilar.Tietheends 
of _t_he wrap and the middle. Drop into 
bo1lmg water, cover. cook until done 

Eat like cookies or candy 

The Na,'aJO Indian Women's Association 
is now a reality. A new force that will aid 
the Navajo woman in bringing about 
drastically needed changes on 1he reser\'a· 
t1on·· 

Dr Annie Wauneka, Tribal Council 
member. made the statement to newly 
elected officers of the organization al 
NIWA ·s Foundation meeting recently in 
\l'indo11 Rock 

One of 30 persons named by President 
~'ord to a special board of Th(' Women"s 
\'ear. Dr. Wauneka told the Navajo 
Wome_n ~hat t~e Navajo Indian Women's 
Association, "1s not a female liberation 
onentedi;:roupwhosei;:oalsaredisruplion 

through use of liberated fcmal(' tactics 
that man~· of us·· along with our men·· 
haw• come to look upon Y.ith disdain·· 

The nationally recognized Tribal leader 
poin1ed out that plans are alread~ 
underway to establish NIWA Chapters 
throughou1 the vast ~a,·ajo Reserl'ation 
Lhal includes most of nor1hern Arizona 
parts of ,e,.. Mexico. and \Jtah 

The traditional rol(' of lhe ,a\'ajo 
Woman is as much in the past as last 
summer·s Sun" sa,d l\ancy Evans, first 
Pr('sident of '.\IWA. '"there are literal!) 
hundred~ of aspects of '.\a,·aio life than 
women should be a factor in"" she 
continued. ••impro\ed health and educa-
Lion for our children. not to mention 

Judicial and pol1l1cal involvement·· 

The by-laws of the Na,·ajo Indian 
Women·s Association preclude any pe· 
cuniaryorpoliticalgainbeingderi,·edfor 
indil'idual women or the organization. 

··Despite dramatic progress in the past 
few years 111 all aspects of life on the 
Sa,ajo r-.:ation" continued Dr. Wauneka, 
··c,·cngreaterprogrcssonlhepartofthc 
'.\a\'ajocan be made by making women an 
mlegral part of all future planning·• 

Two male Tnbal Councilmen were a lso 
named to a Task Force on Indian Women 
that will report progress to the White 
House -

Samp (os-hoenh-wAnh) Squaw bread syrup 
2quarts white corn 
10·12piecessaltpork 
sugarfsweetentoindividualtastel 

Slice pork and fry about 10 pieces 
f!rown 2quarts while corn in iron skillet, 
lowhcat!justsocorndoesn't burnl.Grind 
corn real fine sift two or three limes. 
T11kelarf!:ekf.'1tle.fill ,,,fullofhotwater, 
put on to boil. Add sugar to water (sweeten 
to individual tastel. Mix sifted flour with 
cold water unhl creamy. Add mixture 
slowly to boiled water, stirring to keep 
smooth and not lumpy. Cook until done, 
approximately IO-IS minutes. Pour cooked 
porkslicesandgreaseovercookedmush 
Stir and serve 

A women with 
two horses 
Mari Creasy drove two horses 
\\'ithquiteaneyeforcolor. 
So we1hought. since one was white 
And the other as dark as the silence 
Shehe!dusboundinbytradition 

Maybe hN own eyes saw two worlds 
Some people said she was a breed, 
Part white and the rest of her blood-
If blood is l'ver an,· color bul red-
The floy. from somC Crow Indian mother 

The da)· she was buried on Gebo Hill 
A few curious people who had never 
Known her well remarked her dark face. 
111.'rhorscsnregone, 
Yt•t trouble usiotrv to ~,.arh two worlds 

1 quart of white corn syrup 
1 pound of brown sugar 
Boil the two ingredients together. 

Remove from the heat and add 1 2 cup of 
bacon drippings and I teaspoon of maple 
fla\"or 

First survey of women: 
owned businesses 
published 

A survey of businesses owned by women. 
the first in which basic economic data of 
thiskindweretabulated.showstherewere 
402.025suchfirmsoperatingin \972that 
had$8ibilhoninreceipts,accordingto 
~:rc~nitcd States Department of Com-

fir::i~~f~~:~Tn~ie
0
~!~t ~ J 

Division or the country (Ohio, Indiana. -~- 7 
Illinois. Michigan. and Wisconsin). with -----------------=== 
:!~6e~pt:irms and $1.6 billion in gross T v' s 

The report says that women-owned 
businesses "arc characteristically sole 
proprietorships and concentrated in in-
dustrieswhichnormallydonotgeneratea 
large,·olumeofreceiptsperfirm·· 

(Sesame Street ) finds new minstrel in 
Buffy St Marie 

Inaddition.lhereportshowsthat 33,810 
of the firms surveyed were minority 
businesses owned by women. and they had 
$837millioninreceiptsMinoritiescovercd 
inthesurveyincludedblacks,personsof 
Spanish origin. American Indians. Asian-
Americans, and others 

T\'"S ·SF.S,\\IE STHi-:t;r ,.-rnDS '.\E\\ 
\ 11 :\"STHf: L Ii\ Bl'Ft'\' ST. '\J..\ RIE: SHE 

BLE:\DS ISDIA:\" lffTll\1 \\ 1TH 
t-:'.\GLISII L\"ltl('S A,Jl ',\ LE\'t:LOF' 

CII\ R\I' 
Buffy St. !llarie is taking "Sesame 

Streer· to the Indians and a prominent 
Indian. herself, to Sesame Street 

The versatile minstrel, armed with a 
moulhbow.originalsongsandamissionto 
present the "Indian realitv" to a 
nationwidete!evision viewingaUdienceof 
young children. leads Big Bird and other 
SesameStreetcharacterstothe600-year 
oldlndianpucblonearTaos,N.M.Andshe 
appears on the street hf'rself asa host this 
season 

Buffyplaysakeyroleintwo "firsts""for 
~sa'"?e Street during 197;1-76: the first 
crea110nofprogramson location and the 
firsfpresentationoflndiancultureonthe 
··street"portio!lSOftheshow 

Buffy's Sesame Street method is at once 
simple and complex; she composes and 
s111gsmusic that combines Indian rythm 
and English lyrics. ··1 want to get an 
lndianfeeling,"sheexplains."andatthe 
same time I still want to be understand-
able lo all children who watch Sesame 

Street·· 
A scene Buffy alongside a mountain 

stream with Sesame Street's Maria cSonia 
:'>lanianol and a dozen Tewa Indian 
children. She teaches them her new 
composition. "l·m An Indian and I'm 
Real." They are clapping a Southwest 
Indian rhythm but the words are in 
English 

·Tm an Indian and I like sunshine 
rm an Indian and I like friends 
And I'm real and I can feel 
And I'd like to shake your hand 
There·s lots of kinds of Indians 
And lots of wa~·s to smile 
And lots or ways to sing a song 
And I like Indian style" 

To !\Is. St. !llarie, "Indians are special 
anduniqueinman)·beautiful ways but are 
humanlikeeveryoneelse.Sothetrickisto 
combinethetworealitiesonachild'slevel 
These kids at the Taos Pueblo are real 
Jndiansandrealchildrensothcyhelpto 
make 11eas1er." 

A scene: Buffydri,·ingabatteredpickup 
lruck along a mountain road with Big Bird 
as a passenger in the back. But she is 
thinking of her Sioux boyfriend in 
Minnesota instead of startled motorists 

staring at the world's largest canary. She 
leads mto her "Sheldon Wolfchild Sioux 
Love Song" by tapping her left arm to a 
':hi.hi,hi.yi"andthenshiftsnaturally 
mloan Enghsh-language ballad of love 

A scene: Between takes. Buffy presents 
executive producer Jon Stone with a 
possibility of linking Indian culture with 
Sesame Street's numbers curriculum. She 
proposes to count in her native Great 
Plains Cree. (She was born in Saskatche-
wan. I They postpone the idea when Stone 
tm<lsout tnatnumtiersmCreegotothree 
ancl four syllables. Too complex for the 
target audience 

A.scene: Buffy demonstrates her mouth 
bow. a primitive one-String instrument 
similartoa Jew'sharpthatenablesherto 
makeresonanceoutofthenghtsideofher 
mouth and smg out of the left. In a 
courtyard of the Taos pueblo. she 
performs a tune titled "Nehewan" using 
the boW strmg that twangs on different 
pitches mresponsetosubletiesofmouth 
control 

Then_ she puts her familiar guitar and 
altovo1cetowork on behalf of another or 

New education 
policies 

Nati.,cAmericanarf'proud to announce 
that it has bought the state of California 
fromtht .. hitesandis thr11,.·ingitopr,n to 
l11dian i;.-tt ltment. 

Nat1veAmericanareproud to announce 
that it has bought the stale of California 
from the whites and is throwmg it open to 
Indian settlement 

N A bought California from three winos 
found wandering m California These 
\\'mos promptly signed the lreaty, which 
\\'as written in Sioux. and sold California 
for three bottles of wine. one bottle of gin. 
and four cases of beer 

Lehman L. Brightman, the new Com-
missioner of Caucasin Affiars. has 
announced the following new policies: The 
Indians hereby generously give the whites 
fourlargeresen'ationsoftenacreseachat 
the following locations Death Valley. the 
Utah Salt F'lals. the Badlands of South 
Dakola. and the Yukon m Alaska 

These reser\'ations shall l.lelong to the 
whiles "for as long as the sun shines and 
the grass grows"' !or until the Indians 
ll'anl lhcm backl 

All land on the resef\'allons shall of 
coursebeheldinlrust for1hewhilesbythe 
Bureau of Caucasian Affairs. and any 
while who wants to use his land in any way 
must secure the permission of Commis-
sioner Brightman 

Of course. whites will be allowed to sell 
tradesandhandicraftsatstandsbythe 
high11ay. Each white will be pro,·ided 
anually w1lh onl' blankel and one pair of 
mmis sloes. a suppl) of spam. and the 
copy of the Life of Crazs Hmse 

If you are competent enough. you may 
be able 10 be a BCA reservation 
~uperinlendent. ApJ)lican1smustha\'eless 
thanoneyearofeducation.mustnotspeak 
english. proof of dishonesty, and a 
cerlifieale of incompelcnce. No whites 
needapply 

Commissioner Brightman also announc-
ed lhefoundingoffour boarding schools. to 
11hichwhi1cyoungsterswillbesenl at age 
sue "We want lo take Lhose kids away 
from lhe backward culture of their 
parents."" he said The schools will 
immedialcly be given IQ tests 10 
df,termine lheir understandmg of Indian 
language and hunting skills 

Hospitals will be l'Slablished for the 
reservations as follows, whites of Dealh 
\'alley may go l0 the Bangor. Maine 
llosp1lal. those al Utah Salt Flats may go 
toJuneau.AlaskaHospital.lhoseat Yukon 
may go lo Miami Beach hospital in 
Honolulu. Hawaii. Each Hospital will have 
a slaff of two part.time doctors and a 
part-lime ch1ropraclor who have all 
passedafi_rstaidtest.andeach_hosp!tal 
11'111 be equipped with a scape\. a Jackmfe, 
a sa-.... a modern tourmquel, and a large 
bo111c of aspirin 

In honor of the ll'hites, man) streets, 
cities. cars and products will be gi\·en 
lrad1110nal white names 

Oncfa111ous Indian movie director has 
e\"enannouncedthatinhisupcomingfilm. 
··custers Last Stand," he will use many 
acutal whiles lo play the parts of the 
soldiers.speakingrealenglish.althoughof 
coursc,thepartofCusterw1ll be played by 
noted Indian actor Jay Silverheels 

Certain b.arbaric white customs will of 
course. not be allowed. Whites will not be 
permitted to practice their heathen 
religions. and will be required lo attend 
Indian ceremonies. Missionaries will be 
sen1rromeachtribetoconver tthewh1tes 
on the reservations. While churches will 
ellh<'rbemadein1oamusement parks of 
museums. or will be torn down and the 
bricks and ornaments sold as souvenirs 
andcurC6ities 

her original songs, "Sioux Cred Love 
Song" · 

··Look at You, Beautiful Sioux from 
Mmnesota, ' 
Look at Me, I'm a sweet little Cree from 
over lhe border·· 

A critic once described Buffy as "an 
abor1gmal or1gmal blessed wilh a rare 
command of the powers that communi-
cate Her compositions and songs for 
SesameStreetdemonslratethatshewants 
to communicate lo children. She elabo-
rates 

"The problem in many places is that 
kidsha,conlyheardof lnd1ansinslories. 
and for them to see Indians and Indian 
childrenintheirownhomeson television 
estabtishesverygentlythe lndianreality 
lwanttoreachallch1ldrenandthat"swhy 
I chose to combme Indian feeling with 
English lyncs.·· 

Ms. St. !llarie and executive producer 
Stonebegantalkmgearlyin 1975about 
ho11 Sesame SlrCf:l, which is seen by an 
estimated rnne m1ll1on youngsters, could 
best approach its first presentation of 
na11ve American Indians 

They agreed that the programming 
shouldconveyasenseoffeelingabout 
Indians to non-Indian viewers that would 
be understood and appreciated by both 
groups of youngsters 

Ms. St. Marie. who devotes much of her 
time to correcting perjurious stereotypes 
about American lndrnns, de~cribes her 
presenceonSesameStreetasoneeffortto 
illustratetheuniquenessoflndiansandthe 
fact that they arc human like everybody 
else.She says, ''.l"m trymg todo Lhisgap 
br1dgmg which 1s essential to American 
contemporary life. to build mutual 
undcrs1andingon thele\'e\ofcharm" 

She is back 111 a New York TV.studio with 
her guitar. her mouth J:lb,.. - and her 
charm. Instead or singing with Indian 
childrenintheirhomes,sheisdemonstra-
ting Indian music and culture to the kids 
onSesameStreet--andplaying"Buffy•·as 
a regular guest host on the program 

She's makmg new friends there. too, 
includmg the !lluppets. One of them. the 
compulsive enumerator Count von Count, 
helps _sol\'e the Cree number problem 
posed m New Me;,uco. The Counl stopped 
counlmg at five, a1·01dmg numbers of 
more 1han two syllables m 1he Cree 
language. So on Sesame Street this season 
it"s payuk. nesoo. nistoo. nao and neynun· 



NISIINAW-BF. NF.WS 

NATIONAL NEWS 
Tribes rap mass media portrayal 
of Indians 

"How would you like it 'if someone used 
pictures and statues of your great leaders 
and heroes to advertise hamburgers and 
fake jewdry or to idenlify pawn shops?" 

"What would you feel like if someone, 
without permission, took photographs of 
your mother or grandmother hanging out 
la1a1dryorofyourfatherwashingthecar 
and then sold it and it came out in 
newspapers or on calendars or post-
cards?" 

nn,:SE: AND similar questions asked by 
representatives of several Southwestern 
Indian tribes apparently renect a general 
feeling among Native American toward 
commercial mass media. 

Such attitudes were explored in depth 
during a Northern Arizona University 
,:,urnalism department conference which 
focused upon "Native Americans and the 
Mass Media." 

Journalism students, professors and 
someprofessionalslistenedtorepresenta· 
lives from several Southwestern tr ibes 
talk about their reactions to media-and 
these reactions revealed a growing 
hostility among Indians toward the ''white 
man's communications about Native 
Americans" 

Ray Baldwin Louis, a public relations 
associateforth_eNavajo Nation Film and 
Media Q)mm1ssion. told participants, 
"lt'swrort111atethat mass media have 
createdste-ootypesofall lndians, but 
from our point of view, it seems that way 

The Wolllded Knee coverage reinforced 
this stereotype, as did the recent incident 
at 9-iiprock, NM., when some Indians took 
ove- the Fairchild plant in protest over 
what _were considered unfair employment 
practices" 

Louis, a Navajo, holds a degree in 
~urnali9JI from Brigham Young Univer-
sity. 

"WE INDIANS OOn't resent it totally 
when reporters and photographers visit 
oirnationandwritestoriesaboutourlives 
and cul_ture, for we feel we have meny 
goodthmgstoshare 

V.'hatwedore5':'1tisthesensationalb.ing 
of news-making 1t appear that we're all 
pr1mitiveand~tenlially savages." 

Louis, 2:>, said he feels its unfortunate 
that _major n~wsp_apers and radio and 
television stat10ns m the Southwest don't 
~~\~:~;~~-ericans as correspondents 

"We have in the Southwest the biggest 

concentration qi. Indians of anywhere in 
theUnitedStatts,yet few stories released 
at-out Indians are conceived by Indians. 

Instead, non-Indians visit reservations, 
-'\-Tile stories and take pictures, with the 
res\atthatourcultureandtradilionsare 
often misinte£preted for the general 
public,'"hesaid. 

Louis's feelings are echoed by Ron 
Wood, a Navajo-Seminole who currently 
serves as director of NACA-Native 
Americans for Community Action-in 
Ftagstaff, Ariwna. 

"BY READIN_G area newspapers or 
watching television, readers or viewers 
would be 111aware they lived close to the 
largest population of Indians in the nation 
mless something really dramatic hap-
pms," Wood criticized 

"Abouttheonlytimelndiansgeta lotof 
press coverage is when po· wows like the 
one in F1agstaff or ceremonials like the 
one in Gallup are scheduled ... and many of 
us feel the coverage in intended to attract 
to~ist~ who will spend . money with 

~~:~
11
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management from Arizona State Univer· 
sity. 

Another spokesman for Native Ameri-
cans, Ernest Lovato, director of the 
Q)mmwications Center for the All lndian 
Pueblo Q)111cil IAIPC) which has head· 
quar~ersin Albuquerque,N.M.,said, "'All 
ethnic groups must be represented 
through major-media. 

The Blacks and Mexican Amer icans 
beganrealizingthisbeforewedid-butnow 
we know ho\Po' important it is that Native 
Americans have some input into commu-
nications." 

Lovato, recently authorized by officials 
of the 19-menber Tribal Council to 
organize and develop a media training 
progr~ for Indians, emphasiz~ 

"Tribes must begin designatmg some-
one or some agmcy 10 represent them in 
radio _and television, newspapers and 
magazines and the newsgathermg agen-
cies. For example, the major networks 
should"have lndiwis preview scripts and 
newsiterns,not as cmsors-but as people 
who can spot inaccuracies and distor-
tions." 

l.Dvatoalsosuggeststhatlocalandstate 
agmcies should have Nalive American 
consultantsonthestaffifthereare large 
IX)pulationsoflndiansintheregion. 

"TH ERE SHOULD be an Indian desk in 
the Oamber of Q)mmerce offices and in 
State Departments of Development and 
Pl.wn,ingsothatpeoplewhowanttoknow 
about Indians can talk to Indians. 

Indians should be consulted when 
brochures and pamphlets are prepared 
Y.ith material about Indians in them. 

We'renottouristattractions.yetbusscs 
d~p off 1ourists who behave like wild 
horses on our reservations. They go 
trampling through our fields. our yards· 
takingpictureswidyellingateachother. 
"'Look, how cute." 
,.Q)ncern over the Jack of Native 
American input into mass media is 
promp!ing some Indian tribes into 
developing the1roY.T1 journalism education 
programs. f'or example, _the Navajo 
Nation IS plannmg a mul11-tribal Q)mmu-
nications System, which Ray Baldwin 
~uis said stiould be ready by the 
Bicentennial. 

The AIPC has already started a mass 
media training program in Albuquerque. 
Under U)vato'sdirection, representatives 
from several Indian pueblos in the area 
"'Titeandpublish a bimonthly newspaper, 
the Pueblo News. 

''Weplantoexpandthenewspapcrinthe 
near future. We'll be training editors, 
reporte-s, photographers and business 
personnel. and we_11 be consulting w_ith 
professionals in Arizona and New Mexico 
10 get instructional feedback'" 

ANOTHER NATIVE American. Olester 
Yazzie, a Navajo reporter and broadcas-
ter, suggests the Indians· disillusionment 
1,.ithmassmediaisreallytheresultof'"a 
lack of self determination." 

"Indians are redefining themselves in 
the social system, and part of this 
redefm.tion is renected through what 
others think of us,"hesaid. "Because so 
manyconceptsaboutlndiansaredevelop-
ed through media, we feel we should have 
some say in what is and is not reported 
atoutusandourlifestyles 

Untilwecandevelopjournalistswhoare 
familiar with Indian customs. we won't be 
able to influence the non-Indians whose 
primary image of us is not accurately 
ii'a"'TI-

We must begin to determine for 
ourselveswhatothersthinkofus,andquit 
letting the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
comicstripsandcartoonstell the rest of 
the COtJ'ltry what we are like." 

American Indian Institute 
A mique and motivating experience for I. Applicants for the program 

Native Americans anticipating a career in 2· O:,wselors (male and female) for 
lair travel) room and board while 
colllseling at the site. This program is an 
eight weekprojectsothecounselorshould 
beabletoservetheentireeight weeks at 
the Headlands estate 

the health professions has recently been the program 
opened. Such a program is sponsored by The brochLl!le explains the intent of the 
the American Indian Institute of the Headlands H~lth Career Program as it 
University of Oklahoma in cooperation pertams to tht student. We would like to 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Health, mcludc several native american students 
Education and Welfare Department and from your university. 
Oaoocey and Marion Deering McCor- The American Indian _lnstitute _also 

Formoreinformationcontactyourloca\ 
tribal agmcy or the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Area Office serving your tribe or 
comm111ity. Or write or call: (405-325-
5408) American Indian Institute 106 
Constitution Avenue University of Oklaho-
ma Norman, Oklahoma 73069 

mick Fo111dation of Oicago, lllinois. 1<ould like to invite Native Amencan 
The American Indian Institute is pre.med stud~ts t_o apply for the 

interested in basically two areas which COlllselor position y,fuch pays $150.00 per 
you could be of assistance: week plus all expenses to and from site, 

Army states that (Wounded Knee) 
was not a massacre 

Afler a new "study," the U.S. army 
concluded that the indiscriminate killing 
of ove- 150 men, women, and children at 
Wolllded Knee in December 1890, did not 
constitute a massacre. 

In a report to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, the Army said, "Contrary to 
the popular conception of the Wounded 
Knee episode, the civilian authorities and 
the Army showed great restraint and 
compassionintheevents\eadinguptothe 
enco1S1ter.·· 

members of his tribe. "Based upon I.he facts in this departments 
The army -report' that Wounded Knee research it would be highly inappropriate 

was not a massacre, came as a result of a 10 award relief on the basis of a ·massacre' 
bill introduced by Senator James Aboure- asallegedin the bill, and such a finding by 
zk (Dern-S.D.) to pay each Sioux Indian lhecongress1<ouldbeunfairtotheofficers 
man. women.or child who suffered death and men who cannot defend themselves 
in the massacre at Wounded Knee Creek against such a serious charge" 
thesumofSJ,000, which shall be paid to th~ Responses from Indian people from all 
heirs of such deceased Indians over the collltry are angry. "The Battle of 

The legislation also provides for Wol!ldedKneeisnoto~eryet,''onesource 

~rid;to
0!~i=0

~:~s~:not;;;ni:1dir; ~~~
1
s~~re~:sta~~l~ne:i?ing 

th
at a 

injury m said massacre. In fact. most massacres are not planned, 
Afle-receivingtheresultsofthe Army's but the result of heated racism, hatred, 

J~!:~•r~c!1:m"i~~:s g;a~:~~a;d;ati~~ and wyielding injustice 

Ceremonial Prayer of the Indians America~ Indians 
Mid-Winter festival of Thanksgiving prepare native 

Now again the smoke arises 
To you who were born of Earth, 
To you who dwell in the sky! 

Now they came from the West 
'l'isot we call them. 
Our great Grandfathers. the Thunder• 

"''· You did make them our relatives 

They were placed in a high position 
That they might care for the Earth 
And feed the waters that flow over the 
Earth and purify them. 
And freshen all things that grow 

A certain season was appointed for their 
activity 
The season when the Earth begins to 
become warm again 

Now again the smoke arises, 
It lifls our Y.ords to you. 
Ctiinhaletheincenseandcontinueto 
listm, 
0 }OU who y,·ere born of Earth, 
Ct1 you who dwell in the sky! 

Now the whole Y.orld prays that you will 
listen, 
Mayall thesethingscontinueaslongas 

Earth endures, 
Ct, you 11.-ho were born of Earth, 
01 you y,tJo dwell in the sky! 

The smoke referred to is that of the 
Sacred Tobacco. \\'hen the Creator had 
finished making the Earth and all other 
life on it. he made Man. But when he 
looked upon Man,hesawthat Man was sad 
becausehecouldnotexpresshisgralitude 
to the Creator. So. the Creator made 
Tobacco and ga\·e it to Man so that he 
could burn it ande)(presshisgratitude to 
theCrea1or 

The l\hd-Winter Festival of Thanksgiv-
ing bcgms on the Fifth day of the 
:\lid-Winter Moon, after the Winter 
~lsticeY.-hen the days begin to lengthen. It 
1sheldto thank the Creator for continuing 
the cycle of the seasons which will again 
brmg warmth and fertility to the Earth 

And so. as the Mid-Winter Festival of 
Thanksgiving approaches. I wish you joy 
andhappmess' May our Grandfathers.the 
Thwde~ers. guide your feet in smooth 
pathy,·ays and show you the Way! May 
they carry you wider their wings and 
guard you from all harm1 
n-1:i1:i~:~urgsian! Ilic! ("Live long1 

heritage liturgy 
PHILADELPHIA -- Three hundred 

tribe_s of Am~ican Indians will prepare a 
special ·~alive heritage liturgy" for the 
forty first International Eucharistic Con-g,= 

This historic celebrat,on, according to 
Sylvester Tinker. Ouef of the Osage 
Indians. marks the first time native 
Ame-icanshavc been asked to take part in 
an International Eucharistic Congress. It 
will also be the first lime a singlelitura:y 
..,,,11 be developed to represent all tribes, of 
y,foch. roughly ISO have some type of 
Cathohc liturgy 

Chief Tinker.honorary chairman of the 
Committee on American Indian Participa-
tion. accepted the mv1tatwn to participate 
from the Rc\·erend Walter J Conway, 
executive secretary of the Congress. Abo 
fCCeptmg were delegates from the Yaqui, 
Acoma Pu_eblo, San Carlos Apache, 
Papago. Sioux, Santa Clara Pueblo, 
Navap-Oioctay, and Mohawk tribes. 

Congressional Activity 

Oiief Tinker noted that the American 
Incban has always had a deep spirilual 
behef m a Supreme Bemg. "I think. then, 
that all Catholic American Indians will 
welcome this chance to incorporate their 
native rituals, .... tiich have nourished thei r 
Christian convrsion, rnto a Catholic 
liturgy."theOiefsaid 

Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians 
and Sac and Fox Judgment f'unds 

Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs: Committee ordered favorabJy 
reported the following business items: 

S. 1~9. to provide for the disposition of 
fllldS appropriated to pay a judgmen1 in 
fa\'Or of the Grand ltiver Band of 011awa 

Indians in Indian C1aims Commission 
cbcket No. 40-K (amended!: 

S. 1823. to provide for the disposition or 
foods appropriated to pay Judgments in 
fa\·oroftheSacandFox Indians in Indian 
C'\aims Q)mmis~ion dockets numbered 
219. 1$3 and 135 (amended I 

December 12, l97S; 121 CR IIH, p. D1527 

Assisting Chief Tinker as general 
chairman of the Committee and u 
communications coordinalor is Clyde 
Pasqual, Acoma, N.M 

ThefirstorderofbusmessforPasqual,11 
Pueblo and professional management 
consultant. will be to contact leaders of all 
the native American tribes. 

Alternative Elective Bodies to 
represent Indians discussed at 
AIPRC workshop 

··we are hoping for the greatest 
part1c1pat1on by the 150,000 Catholic 
Indians in the U.S. and at least some 
actl\·itybythetotal800,000populatlori," 
Pasqual said 

.. We are not only concerned about the 
liturgy planned for Thursday, August 5," 
Pasqual said .. "'but also, we hope to 
generatewidem\'oh•ement by our Indian 
t.-ethren inconferences,exhibitsofart 
and possibly even in creating some 
!ramatic Y,Ork for the performing arts 
phase of the Congress ··tnter-Tribal Legislative Institutions· 

fo'easibleAlternatives'"wasthesubjectof 
a workshop conducted recentl_y at the 
Marnot Twm Bndges Hotel in Virginia by 
the AIPRC Task Force on Federal 
Amlinistration and the Structure of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

This Task Force is chaired by P. Sam 
Deloria. Executive Director of the 
American Indian Law Center of the 
University of Ney, Mexico. and has as 
mem_bers Mel Tonasket and Ray Goetting, 
Presidmt and Treasurer respectively of 
the National Congress of American 
Indians 

Participating in the workshop were a 
score of Indians all ha\·ing in common a 
_uniqu~ knowledge of Indian affairs, 
mduding Al Tnmble. Oiairman-Elect or 
the Oglala Sioux Pine Ridge Reservation, 
AIPRC Commissioner Louis Bruce (Mo-
hawk-Sioux), formerly Commissioner of 
the BIA, Elmer&\·illa,Oairmanofthe 
Quechan TriJx,. Uoyd Elm of the Institute 
for the Development of Indian Law. and 
many others 

Several models for alternative elective 
todieswhichcouldfullyrepresent Indians 
at the national level of Government were 
discussedatthey,'?r_ki;hoponthebasisof 
their poht,cal feasibility. structural feasi-
bili_ty, financial feasibility. and ability to 
sausfy diverse tribal government needs. 

A!lofthealternativestructuresdiscuss-
ed would be financed directly by the 
Government.andmall but one alternative 
the trust obligation would be maintained 
The following are five of the suggested 
models 

-- an elected Indian O:,ngressional 
dclegationcomposedoft"''OSenatorsand 
up to three Congressmen. 

-- a regional conference of councils. in 
y,tJich three or more regional organiza-
t10ns would have legislati\·e authority to 
recommendpolicyp(lsitions, 

··it is my special prayer that we will get 
the fullest nwnber from all tribes in the 
planning of the program and in actual 
attendance in Philadelphia. 

-- a tribal general assembly to which ·•niis is an ideal opportunity for the 
Q)ngress and every tribe in the U.S. would American Indian to make his rich herita,e 
send a delegation, knOY.TI to the world and to the Catholic 

·· a Board of Indian Commissioners Oiurch. It is not only a Hrst-0f-its-kmd, it is 
y,•hich would recommend policy to a one-0f-a-kmd opportunity we should oot 
O:,ngress. and miss"' 

··a Union of Indian Nations, which would The forty first International Eucharislic 
over a four-year period develop in Congress is a Y.'Orldw1de spmtual assem 
conjuncuon with Congress a policy Illy of Catholics and other Oiristlans 
towards Indian nations in y,-hich they gathering in Philadelphia August 1-8. The 
Y.ould r_egarded as sovereign peoples. program mcludes more than 40 separate 

In their final report due on July 20of this liturgies. hllldreds of exhibits, conferen-
year_ .. the . Task Force on Federal ces and workshops throughout Philadd-
Adnun1strataon and. the Structure of the ph1a. and more than a week of specially 
BIA may choose lo discard all of the above prepared works by performing arts 
options and recommend anot_her model groups. A Sp1rit_ual Renewal and Prepara-
based on their discussions w11h Indians lion Pro_gram 1s currently widerway in 
throughout the Country. or they may every diocese of the U.S. to make aJI 
recommend one or more of the above Catholicsawareofthelruemeaningofthe 
plans O:,ngress as a spiritual event. 

The Task Force . report which they 
develop will then bemcludednextyear in 
the Final Q)mmiss1on Report 10 be 

:~:~~t!1~ng~~~:e}~~~;r/~t l~t lndians•Blacks 
The Task _Force wants very much to 

hear the opm10ns of as many Indians 
throughout the United States as possible on To the Priests. Religious. and Laity of the 
::1J~t ~e i!a!!~~l:r~Ft~o~hst\:~~ Diocese of Marquette 
Force. please contact either Roberta 
Minnis or Rudy Ryser at the Q)mmission 
office in Washington. O.C. 

My Dear Friends in Oirist, 

Native American future college 
graduates 

TheCatholicsof America have for many 
years shoY.TI a special concern for the 
spiritual apostolate among the lndians and 
Black Peopleofthiscountry.Since few of 
these poopl_es are Catholic, this is in line 
with the missionary work urged on us by 
lhe Second Vatican Co1J1cil where the 
bish'lps said: "The obligation of spreading 
!he Faith 1s1mposedon eve_rydiscipleof 
Oirist according to his ability." 

The Uni\'ersity of California I Berkeley) ApplJTo 

Yet some feel that it was a spirit of 
revmge that led the Seventh Calvary to 
1osetheir control' agalsnt the Sioux. After 
all, the Seventh Cavalry had been defeated 
by the SiOU)( at Uttle Big Horn just 14 
yearsbefore 

The commander of the Seventh Cavalry, 
Foo.era! Nelson Miles, said in 1917: '"Not 
only the warriors, but the sick Chief Big 
Foot and a large number of women and 
children who tried to escape by running 
and scattering over I.he prair ie were 

Economic development ;:".:;:.:.'~:"':,::~·"~.~::.'·~,:::.: graduate students m the area of alcohol • d abuse 
Walden To..,,TJsend, OJOrdinator. MPH 

Program for Native Americans, School of 
Public Health. University of California, 46 
9-iattuck Square, Berkeley, California 
94720 4151642-2801 

All of us are called to be CO·Y.'Orkers wilh 
those missionary men and women who are 
workmg in the Indian and Black missions 
m the . United States. We do this by 
suppo_rtmg their efforts with our prayers 
andfmances 

grants issue ThlslsatMyeacp,og<am <loclodlog 
field placcmentsl which will lead to the 
degree of Master of Public Health 

The opportlllity to help in a material 
way 1s gu•en to us again next weekend 
Y.-hen the collection for these mission~ 
among the Indians and Black People will 
betaken upat all masses on January31 
and February I 

h~~des~;:~11~!~~~-~ioux who ~as 12 ~~1;:: t:~:r;::~Na~~t~n~!!~}!i commlllitycenter and stimulate economic 

~:r:todS:tt;,t~m~,~~e~;~s:~lr~~~: ~~1~oan!~;;~~t!\1:~{::~c=il~~ !~:~:i-io;1a::i5 j~b at~~i~i~;d 

~n;~~~do~oo:Tlh:rt~~~ 1!~;ii!~l: :~~=:~ !%~~ss~~ldinJ1bf!r ~~:d~~:ha~a~~liti: !tg;~~ ;::~:;~e i:sepa';i~ i:: 
there and told them to get up, that it was bwlding ..,,111 help to e)(pand the mdustnal greo~~~~:r~iance Tribe, Louisiana-

~nodve~·}!;';::i~/~~~~h;e~:e~ :o:i~len~i ~!:!~i?!it~\ht::P:~:;v:f'~hne $24,800 grant to help create immediate 
get up, and the soldiers came up and shot Lake Sioux Manufacturing plant. ~:sr:'/: ~~rr~:~~t;t~l~~~</ir:~ 
m~: ~~~hx~dal~ero:~t:~ moved onto hel~~~!~~/1:•c!~~o~::;•~r:tri!: passenger terminal for use as a tribal 
the res_ervauon at the time or Wounded tribe is building the center in connection cultural cmter. Tribal officials report that 
Knee, m or~er to make r,oom. for new with long range plans to create jobs and 15 workers will be hired for the work 
settlers moving on to 'new _lndrnn land. m~rease incomes for tribal members. Rincon Reservation, California-$316,000 
The treaty of 1818 had been ignored ~nee Tribal officials said the center will serve grant to help construct a community 
aga,n, and settlers moved across Sioux as a focal point for social service ~8i11'~-:~:t~J~~d!~J~~:~:fv\~~~

1
;t~~ 

lan~•e':'~~t:!!'.!/~hee ar~~~tment of the ~f~::::'ss~~~t:;~~~fairs, and business center and to maintain the building. The 

Sioux people for ha~ing bem lied to again, Rollla Valley Reservation, California-
~::;;~ rs'!a:~i:!:d:/~h!o~t=~ ~:p $260.000 grant to help construct a in arts and crafts. 

~dtrnmedro~e,plo,l,e-[iclogHotoh- HI m 
k1ssglllsonthecircleofteepees . ., .• ··- · 

Then theorderwentout to confiscate the 1 
Siou~ rinl'S • 

S:u~ ::i~n~:~~~~~~i;:! :i'::i~ln~ , e 
matter hnw angry, would not shoot at an 1---=:;;;:::a::::__J 
:.::::i~;::."~,:~:;,";;;:;:~~~,:',:'.::.~: 

All students will receive tax-free 
stipends of S3.900 per year plus all tuition 
andfees 

Upon completion of the ty,·o-year 
program. graduates will be eligible for 
such positions as program planners, 
researchers. administrators and prOgram 
evaluators depending upon their interest 

Requir,ments 

Applicants must be Native Americans 
with an interest m the problem of alcohol 
abuse as_il affects the Indian population 
Prospecm•e tramees will be expected to 
have al least a Bachelor's Degree and 
preferabl)somee)(periertcein alcohol and 
drug abuse programs 

Bob Burnette Indian for President 

The de\·oted priests .. sisters and lay 
people1<-hostaffthesem1ssionsarein real 
needofour help to keep up their churches 
and schools_. As Oristians we ought to be 
willmgtog1\'e,evenifweweretoreceive 
nothing m return. aside from God's 
blcssmgson us. llowe\'er.thefactislhat 
each year we do_have money returned foi-
work m the Indian Missions of our own 
Diocese 

ln the spirit of Bishop Frederic Baraga 
Y.-ho ga\·e of himself so completely in hi~ 

fif~a:~it;rns;r~o~:'11~~~~deitt!; co~t:1~)~e ~;ad;;:fi~p :~si; ;:~:oist~et~edi:il~i~~\!:~~=i~~foo~ 
Massacre. Bob Burnene announced his advisors y,tJose only success is measured ~etn!~he Indians and Black People next 
St~1~t•cy as president of the United in cbllars" May our Heavenly Father bless each of 

Burnette 1s chairman of the Rosebud 
Sioux tribe m South Dakota 

Burnette is an C)(-marine who has been 
act1\'e1nnat1onal,sta1eandlocalpolitical 
affairs 

.. Burnette also feels that he had been )'Ou and 1nsp1re you 10 a deep and active 
forced to seek the presidency because concern for his apostolate 

Amencans m poY.er ha\·c forgotten to 
properly serve the people of this great Sincerely m Jesus Christ the Lord 
land,alandY.-heremyforefathersroamed ' 
m _bolllty and dignity. that has been kind to 
millions who have forgotten that this land l\lolil. llcverend Charles A. Salatka 

bodies. It must have lo\'ing care Bishop of Marquette 



NISHNAll'RI-: Nl-:ws 

FEATURES 
She who knows the truth 
of Big Bear Life cycle of the Anishinabe 

find another man like him." Canadian school history tel ls us very 
liule about Big Bear, the Cree Oiief and 
Medicine Man whose people fought with 
Louis Riel in the Saskatchewan rebellion 
of 1895. I was ta ught in sehool that Big 
Bear was a murdering savage, a tr aitor to 
QueeriandC.Oun1ry. 

"'Did many men have more than one 
wife?" 

reached Duck Lake. They waited WJtil it 
wasnightandunderthecoverofdarkness 
wmt to the home of a half-breed Big Bear 
knew. The man's wife made them soup and 
fed them. 

In days gone by, a child was born in a 
special hut away from ~e main camp, for 
the blood connected with the birth was 
considered l-Slclean 

i;.ay, "See, I cannot go with you, my 
moccasins have holes in them." 

Almost immediately after birth, the 
baby was placed on a cradle board. The 
cedar board was about two feet long, ten 
inches wide and about three eights of an 
inchthick.Afootb-acewas fastenedatthe 
bottomanda hickoryhoopat the top and 
the hoop protected the child's head 

theback.arrnsandlegsstraighlproducing 
an important to physical characteristic in 
laterlife. '"No, not that many. Polllldmaker had 

four wives." A special delivery rack was prepared in 
the hut. It was a smooth pole, two or three 
feet long and set about two feel ab<we the 
Door on crotched poles. \\'hen the final 
labor pains began. the woman kne~t on ·,1 
reed mat padded with a blanket with her 
chest against the pole 

The cradle board served as a bed as well 
as a baby carr iage. When th,e mother went 
on a journey, the cradle bo.ard was slung 
on her back. When she worked around the 
camp, she would lean the board against a 
tree. If the board should slip, the hoop 
protected the child's head. 

"Did he have to be rich to have so 
many?" ! asked "That night, the men stayed up late 

planning their escape. Big Bear asked the 
half•breed to take them across the river 
andheagreed. llor~echildwassupposed to 
beslecpmgbutheltstenedtothemtalking 
andhehearthisfathersay,•Jcannottake 
my son with me.' He knew he"d be left 
bchindsohedidn"t go to sleep Late that 
night. when Big Bear and the men were 
sleeping. he heard the half·brecd scratch• 
ing al their tent. Horsechild started to 
followhisfatherbuthisauntgrabbedhim 
andtriedtoholdh im back. He fought with 
her i.ilil he got away. Big Bear and !he 
men were already in the boat. The women 
and children were left behind as the 
soldiers would not hurt them and they 
could make their way home from there 
llorscchildracedovertotheboatand 
climbed in beside his father. This is the 
firSI Big Bear ever spoke sharply to his 
~" 

Big Bear opposed the Indian Treaty of 
1876umler which the Indians were to agree 
to give up all claims to their cowitry and 
set tle on Reserve lands. He believed the 
treatytobe unjustandheldout forabetter 
deal for his ~ pie. The government .... :as 
not prepared lo make a better deal. With 
thebuffalo herds, Whichwere theirsource 
of livelihood, wiped out, his people dying 
from hunger and disease, Big Bear's 
warriors held council and decided to 
suppon the rebellion being organized by 
Loui1 Riel. 

Sle laughed, "'Oh no, but it helped 
Pomdmaker was the kind of man that 
women wanted. He looked after them, and 
treated them well" Sphagnum moss, in a shallow birch bark 

tray.served both as a cushion and a 
diaper The moss, usually found in 
cranberry bogs, was dried to kill the 
insects,then pulled apart imti l it was soft. 
lnthewmter.thebabiesfeetwereboundin 
rabbit fur or soft cattail 00 .... 11. Baby 
posder was rotten oak dust and used with 
themoss. 

"Did your man have more than on 
wife?" AfterthechildwasbornandthelifE>cord 

tied. a porlionofthecordwas saved 8,nd 
sewn into a diamond shaped pouch and 
hwg from a hoop on the cradle boar~. The 
baby was then bathed m a solution of 
aromatic herbs and charcoal from a tree 
that had been hit by lightning 

The Sffiall pouch mentioned before that 
contained the bit of life cord was hwig 
fromthecradlehoopalongwithothertoys. 
But the cord pouch playe,(I an important 
roleinthechild'slife 

As a Met is child I was told by the old 
people of my O?mmunity that Big Bear 
opposed the decision to go to war, but he 
lost control of his warr iors who were 
bitter, angry and hungry. So when the 
decision was made by the council to join 
Riel, Big Bear had the coice of leading 
them or staying behind. He chose to lead 
his warriors in their last unsuccessful 
armed struggle at Frog Lake, Alberta, in 
April of 1885. 

Big Bear wasfoundguilty oft reason by 
the Canadian government and served two 
years in_ the _Stony Mountain feeler~] 
peni tenuary 1n Man itoba. After his 
release, he returned to Saskatchewan, to a 
small piece of land called the Polllldmaker 
Reserve. He was no longer Chief 
Democracy had been int roduced and 
dliefswerebeingelected. He died the next ,..,. 

Ir the events that shaped his destiny 
occured today and if he responded now in 
lhe way he did then, our children might 
have been taught that he was a great 
•atesman and leader of a free people. He 
did not force his ideologies on another 
people. Big Bear fought for his people's 
way o~life, for thei r fr~m and human 
dignity and he did it in his na tive land. 

Last summer, I learned that Big Bear's 
daughter·in-law, Mary PeeMee, was _still 
living on Poundmaker Reserve. I decided 
tovisit theareaandtalk withher abouthis 
last year.; 

There·s something very special about 
lndlan land I fell ii as soon as I entered 
Poundmaker reservation. A sense of 
peace,hannonyandbeautythat I seldom 
feel anywhe~e else. This is Big _Bear's 
land,a ll tha11s leftofa hugedomainonce 
ruled by a great warrior, Oiief and 
Medicine Man. 

Powidmaker Reserve is small, nestled 
deepin theEagle Hillsapproximately 30 
miles west of North Batt\eford, Sas-
katdlewan. It is picturesque and heavily 
wooded with the magic smell of sweet 
grassinthe air.Theoldwagon road that I 
remember from 20 year.; ago when I used 

""No, he had only me." Then with a 
twinkle, "He didn't need any more." 

9ieshowedme a picture of her only son, 
whodiedattheageoft2duringthel919flu 
epidemic. Sie and Horsechild had no other 
children 

W~satquietlytogether for along time, 
smoking and enjoying our tea. I was 
reluctanttobringherbacktothepresent, 
btJ.graduallyshebegantospeakabouther 
father-in-law, Big Bear. 

"Big Bear was a great man," she said, 
"andhispeoplelovedhimverymuch. He 
wasverywiseandgcntleandhismedicine 
was powerful. He went to priS<m. you 
know, but it was not his fault 

"Remember, I told you our people were 
very poor. Theyowg men were angry. Big 
Bear was bitter, too. but he knew that if 
they fought the go,·ernmcnt they would 
ne,·er win. They were already outnum-
bered and more and more white people 
were coming. It must have been very hard 
forhim.Aschiefhe~asresponsibleforhis 
poople who were dying from htlflger and 
sickness. He was helpless to stop it. Then 
news came of the halfbreed uprising at 
Batoche and the men held council 
Although Big Bear talked until he could 
talk no more against fighting,thewarriors 
said they would fight. Big Bear was chief, 
so he had to lead his people to war" 

Although Big Bear was not in favor of 
war, his judgement was overruled by his 
comcil.ltwasthechief'sdutytoleadhis 
poople,nottomakedecisionsforthem.It 
was his choice to go with them or to stay 
behind. Big Bear chose to go. 

The rebellion Mary PceMee spoke of 
wasalreadybeingtalkedaboutwhen Bear 
heard of it Louis Riel had come back to 
CanadafromMontanaattherequestofthe 
people of Saskatchewan, who fear_ed_they 
werelosingthrirlandandtheirc1v1l r1ghts 
totheadvancingrailroadandthesettlers 
from the East. Many petitions had been 
sent to Ottawa on behalf of the Indians, 
whites.andhalfbreedsoftheterritorybut 
they had bem ignored or lost by the 
eastern government. The final outcome 
was an armed uprising in the spring of 
1885. led by Riel, and it was into this 
conflict that Big Bear led his people 

"llesaid.·Youthinkyouareamannow, 
thal is good. But being a man means that 
you must be prepared to die. Tonight we 
may all be killed .· Big Bear then allowed 
llorscch ildtostaywith the men" 

See-as-<:wn-ka·poo stopped here for a 
long lime and I didn't interrupt her 
thought. She got up slowly and poured 
hersclfanothercupoftea Thememoryof 
ii Sl'ernedto be giving her pain . She was 
reliving for me that tr agic lime in her 
husband's life and, like all good Indian 
storytellers.shemade itsovi\'idthat l felt 
her pain also 

At last she said. "I cannot remember 
exactly what happened next. They .,.,,ere all 
cap1.uredfinallyandtakentothep0lice 
barracks and from there to Stony 
Molrltain Penitentiary. The wagons that 
tookthemtoStonyJl.lountaincarriedmuch 
food. My man said after each meal 
mo ugh was th ro,rn away to feed his people 
for many days. His father hurt to see it 
wasted when he knew our people had 
no1hing 

.. The prisoners were all handcuffed two 
by two and at night they slept inside a 
circle of guards. Sometime during the 
night a guard would take count. At one of 
these limes they thought two prisoners 
were missing. There was much commo• 
tion. Theguardwokeeveryoneandoneor 
them yelled, 'U!t's kill all of them and we 
can say they tried to escape.' The guards 
raised lheir guns and aimed. 

""Big Bear said. 'Sit up, my son. Let 
them shoot you in theheadsoyoucan die 
like a warrior' 

Al l through the child's early life it was 
kept close to the mother and the ,:faily 
relationship was very close. In order to 
irotectthechildfrom death.the mother 
v.tiuldgivethe ,·hild moccasins tha.t had 
holes in the soles. Then if death came and 
triedto lurethechildaway,thechildcould 

All through chilclLold the ANISHINABE 
childrenlearnedfromtheirfamilyaswell 
as respected older members of their tribe 

Oiildren were well treated ;and often 
indulged A permissive ~pbringing is 
characterized of the American Indian in 
gen_eral.Anishinabeparentsseldo~raised 
their voices to repnemand a child and 
severe pl-Slishment was equally rare. This 
lack of tension on the part of Indian 
parents was reflected in the personality 
patternofthechildduringhisyouthand 
lateronasanadult 

On the whole, boys were taught by their 
fathershowtofishandtrapandtheirro\es 
ashwters were conditioned from infancy. 
Aminature bow and arrow were tied to the 
boys cradle board and when he began to 
walk,hewasg1von a small buto,erat1onal oow 

Thebabywasboundto thecradleboard 
with two ',\-Tappings, usually buck skin, 
.,.,umd arowd the child, then secured with 
leather ties. These wrappers were usually 
decorated with floral designed of quill or 
bead v.tirk and held the child flat against 
the board. Th is .,.,Tapping tended to hold 

Chilhood 
receptive. Oiilctren were enoouraged to 
dreamandtorelatetheir dreams,sothey 
11.0uld know what to look for and to 
recognize a vision when it appeared. 
Fasting also prepared the children for the 
difficult times when there was litt le food to 
behad 

They were repeatedly told to be 
cheerful, to keep busy at useful occupa-
tions, to respect their elders, to be gente 
andquietsonottodisturbothersinthe 
crowded wigwam. It was very important 
that in times of inpending danger or when 
exposedtosuddm fright,thatchilctren be 
abletorernainperfectlystill. 

While the fathers taught thei r sons, 
mothers taught their daughters. Girls 
learned how to make a wigwam, how to 
chop wood, how to gather berries and 
roots.how to make Birchwood vessels and 
how to prepare buckskin and sew it into 
clothing and decorate it 

Both boys and girls were .,.,,arned not to 
disturb birds nests or the yo,,mg of 
an imals. Also they learned how to 
recognize the plants, how to gather and 
dry them - and which one had medicinal 
value. Oiildren were expected to fast 
.... ttilestillquiteyolrlg,sothatwhenitwas 
time for a vision quest they would be 

Dolls were not only play things, but 
helped an Indian girl learn the customs of 
hertribe.Girlsmadebuckskinclressesfor 
the dolls. leggings and moccasins, beaded 
and porcupine quill decorations. The dolls 
themselves were made from the slippery 

A child gained wisdom by keeping the 
cord near him. It was felt I.hat if he did not 
guard this pouch, he wou ld be searching 
l'.o r 50methingallofhisliffl.Andsomesaid 
that an individual would become foolish 
.,.,;,houtthepouch. 

If the child died. the mother kept the 
cord near and treasured it for her life time. 
The usual designs on these pouches were 
butterflies, the old symbol of childish play 

elm or the birch, w!hile others were of 
green basswood leave ii in the swnmer and 
of bright autumn lea,,es in the fall. Roots 
of the Bulrush were partially dried and 
then tied with basswood fiber to resemble 
a human figure. Bunches of grass as well 
as luffs of Norway pine needles were tied 
in such a way that th,ey made respectable 
cblls. 

Fright was often u:;ed to train children at 
night, for example, small children were 
toldtheowl v.tiuldcairry them away if they 
did not goto sleep or if they did not behave 
themselves. An owl mask erfectively 
frightened yoi.ig children and a man 
called the frightermr or Amaissowin inini 
was dressed in raf:ged clothes, usually a 
caneandworeeith,eran ugly mask with a 
big nose or a buckskin mask. On late 
summer evenings, when he went about the 
camp. the man appeared to be very pale 
andeffectivelyS(:aredthechildreninto 
leaving their pla)'· and returning to their 
wigwams. Uglyo1· frightening forms were 
placed near areas considered too danger-
ous for the childi·en to play in, and these 
helped keep the children near camp. 

Being Indian is 
by R euban Snake to visit there as a child is now a good 

gravel highway and the log houses have 
made way fo r frame. These are the only 
visible changes. The houses are still 
cl\JSl.eredclosetogetherforcomfort and 
wannth . The children still wave from the 
side of the road as we used to. Here and 
there tents are set up fo r the summer 
visitors. Horses graze peacefully in the 
meadowswtiere littleboysstandhopefully 
with pails of grain and bridles. 

See-as-cum-ka-poo continued: ""This is 
whatHorsechildtoldme.Afterthefighting 
at Frog Lake they had to escape. There 
were some bush people (Cree) from 
Northern Saskatchewan with them and 
thesepeoplesaidtocometothcirland. 
Because their land was full of muskeg and 
heavy bush, they thought it would be 
impossible for those inexperienced so-
ldiers to follow. 

··My man sat up. He said his heart 
nearly stopped beating. Then one of the 
guards yelled for them to stop. The first 
guard had miscounted. They were told to Being Indian is . Watching John Wayne 
go back to sleep ...,ttip50ofyourkin·d.,.,ithasingleshot and 

I came to Poundmaktt to visit a very 
special lady. She is very old. She doesn't 
knowforcertainhowold she is, but her 
eyes twinkle as she says:"! am not 100 
years old yet." 

Slie'sthewidowofHorsechild,yowigest 
son of the Cree Chief, Big Bear . Her home 
isasmall three room frame house on the 
exact spot where she and Horsechild had 
theirfirstcabinyearsago. ltistidyand 
wet l keptwith arailfencearoMditanda 
beautiful view of the hills. 

Her Oirist ian name is Mary Pee Mee and 
she doesn't know for sure how she ended 
up withthat.Shemuchpreferstobecalled 
by her Indian name, See-as-cum•k,a·poo, 
which means "'Little Stones on The 
Prairie." 

"Mother, while she was carrying me, 
dreamed of seeing these little stones so 
when I was born that is what she called 
me," she expla ined. Many Indian people 
have received names in th is way. 

See-as-com-ka-poo is a t iny lady. 
incrediblybeaut iful,withlongbraidsand 
black eyes,spiritedandshiny. Her brown 
and wrin k.ledfaceglowedasSherecalled 
the good times of 1,er girlhood, her 
marriage to Horsechild, and her life with 
him. But sometimes, remembering bitter 
days. her face would cloud with sadness 
and she would look out of the window 
toward the hills. remaining silent for a 
long time. Then she would sigh and come 
back to What she was saying. 

"No, my man did not give horses for 
me." she laughed. "He didn't give 
anything. You see, when I was a gir l we 
were al ready poor . The agencies {Indian 
Affairs) had al ready taken away all our 
horsesandgi.isbecausetheywereafraid 
we would figh t. 

"The men had to use bows and arrows 
andgomewasveryscarce•mostlyrabbits 
an d other small creatures. There was so 
much dying becausemypeopledidn't have 
thestrength tofightthe diseasesthatcame 
with the wh ite man. We didn't have warm 
cloth ing for the long hard winters. There 
wasnohideto m akethem and we couldn't 
afford to buy their clothes . It was very 
hard ror our people to be put on small 
peicesof landandtold to stay there. This 
1mal/ piece of land almost destroyed us.'' 

" What was he like?" I asked her. 
"Myman?''shesaid,andhereyeslit up. 

"Hewasvery kind tome, he lookedafter 
mewell.Jh ave nevertakenanotherman 
since he left, l>t.-cause lknow l willnever 

""They spilt up into tow groups One 
group of families were led into the United 
States by Imasees, son of Big Bear, and 
the other group, who went with the bush 
people, were led by Big Bear. My man was 
supposed to go with Imasees but, instead, 
he followed his father. Big Bear did not 
know he was following him and Horsechild 
made sure he was not seen. 

""They traveled for many miles w11h my 
manstayingbehindsohisfatherwouldnot 
seehim. Finallytheyhadtocrossariver 
By this time. both people and horses .,.,,ere 
tired and they stopped 10 rest They were 
there only a short time when the soldiers 
caught up with them. The people were all 
afraid but Big Bear told them not to worry 
and to go ahead. He would stay behind 
You see, Big Bear's medicine was so 
strong he would always be safe. AroWJd his 
neck. he wore a necklace of beads. A 
bear·s claw rested in the hollow of his 
lhroat. Aslongasheworelhatclawthere, 
nothing could hurt him. Big Bear walked 
out into the open while his people fled. It 
was as if he placed an invisible wall 
between his people and the soldiers . The 
soldierscouldnotseehim either . 'A'henhis 
people were far enough away to be safe 
again.hecaughtup tothem. They traveled 
all night and into the next e\•ening and 
againtheystoppedtorest 

··Tuey had no food and they were very 
hlrlgry. When the soldiers were si_ghted 
again. the poop!ehad to scatter w1thoul 
1heir horses. They go to the river !the 
Norlh Saska1ch~w,m l where the men 
quickl~· made ,i raft and loadM the women 
and children on it. This ,s when Big Bear 
discovered llorsechild had followed him 
They all headed for an island in the river 

"Mymansaidhewassotiredwhenthey 
landedontheisland,hislegsstartedto 
cramp and he fell inaheaphesidetheraft 
to sleep. Therestofthepooplehadrwi for 
COl"eramong the trees. A little while later 
he woke with a star t because Big Bear was 
shou1ing at him and there was an awful 
racketcomingfromtheriver. He crawled 
up the small hill where Big Bear was lying 
lo watch for the soldiers. Together they 
wa1ched a Sleamboat going by 

'"The soldiers on the boat were watching 
the island very closely but did not see 
anyone. llleydidin"t stopwitil they were 
aroi.id a bend in the river. They made 
camp and the wind carried the smell of 
cooking food back to our people who had 
not eaten for 12days the smell of the 
frying meat was so good they were almost 
fainting 

"V.'hile the soldiers were eating, Big 
Bear and his people crossed to the other 
side of the river and walked witil they 

a rusty pocket knife on the late show 
Being Indian Is - Having nine out of ten 
peopletellyouhowgreattheybelieveJim 
Thorpe, Squanto, Tonto, and Little Beaver 

Being lndiE111 ls •Living on borrowed time 
after your forty-fourth bi r thday. 

"'Big Bear could have escaped. you 
know. There were no handcuffs or jails 
1ha1 could have kept him locked up. They 
sayheusedtotakehishanclc~ffsoffand 
playwiththem.Jlecouldwalkmandoutof 
the jail cell. When his warriors begged him 
to leave, he said. 'No I am your Chief. 
Because l chose to lead you in war I am 
responsible for what happens to you' 

Being Indian is - Having at least a dozen 
missionaries from 12 different faiths 
trying to save your heathen soul every 
year. 

Being Indian Is - Having the greatest 
grandparents in the world. 

Being ln~lian Is • Feeding anyone and 
everyone who comes 10 your door with 
whatever you have. 

"'Big Bear and his men were sentenced 
to jail bur lhe judge said to him. ' I cannot 
sentmceyourson lo prison. but I can 
sentence him to a residential school' 

""Mvmanhadlowaitforthenextwagon 
tram ·10 Saskatchewan. so the judge told 
him he could earn his keep by running 
errandsandbringingfoodtothe prisoners. 

""Whenitwastimetoleavehisfatherhe 
did not want to go. This was the first time 
he cried . Big Bear talked to him for a long 
lime. Then he took the medicine from 
arowdhisneckand putit.iroundtheneck 
of Horsechild . Big Bear told him that it 
1-1-ouldprotect and guide him and he was 
nevertotakeitoff. llorsechildthenlefthis 
father. andeventuallycamehome" 

Again she stopped. and I thought her 
story was over_ "\'ihat happed to the 
necklace?'"lasked 

9\e looked at me for a long time and 
seemed reluctant to continue. Then she 
said. ""One night he took a woman. She 
brokeil.Hepickedupallthebeadsandput 
thema.,.,'ay. Heneverrestrungthemagain 
and 1hey were lost No. the woman was 
not me 

Being Indian is - Fighting with the U.S 
Armytosaveyourcountryandagainstthe 
US Armyonyouro...,11reservationtokeep 
the Corps of &!gineers from stealing all 
}Ourland 

Being Indian Is - Having your teenage 
childcomehomefromschoolandaskyou 
about ""lhestrangeBelief"of Indians that 
the teacher mentioned in school today 

Being In dian Is - Knowing the Great Spirit 

History of Aztec medkine 
part two 

European counterparts in many areas 
Evm Cortes Spanairds admitted that the 
medicineaspraclicedinMexicowaswell 
advanced beyond that of Europe in some. 
if not in most,fields 

lnatleasttwoareastheywerecenturies 
advanced: In the aforeto mentioned 
cleanliness and in the employment of 
medicainalherbs 

Theuseofherbstotreatwoundsandany 
of a variety of ailments so impressed 
Europe that soon after the conquest 
several learned treaties on ""Aztec herbs"" 
and the ··plants of New Spain•· made their 
appearance. ltisfromthosethatoursmall 
knowledge of Aztec herbal medicine has 
been passed 00 .... 11. Unfortunately, the 
Europeans who authorized them were 
more taken with the biuirre than they 
.,.,.ere with the practical 

The Aztecs believed that certain 
stones-particularly gall, kidney and other 
concentrations found in animals and 
birds-possessed curative posers 

And so did the Spanish who sought the 
uselessstonesasavidlyastheydidthe 
Allee gold, silver and emeralds. The 
desire for such stones.set in precious 
metals, polished and suspended from 
chains, became the rage of Europe 

They were thought not only to cure 
certain diseases, but also were credited 
With being able to absorb poisons and 
especially those poisons whic~ _Europeans 
were constantly and surrept1t1ously put-
ting in each others wines in those days 

WhileallofEuropetooktotheuseofthe 
Aztec·s fondness for gallstones, the 
Elllightmed citizens of that far land 
probably laughed when they were told of 
the Indians' habit of using dried 
excrement of cerrain animal~ anrl h>rrl~ •n 

treat womds. Too. the Aztec use of nettle, 11n extensive use of pain-relieving drugs 
ant andscorpionveiom to treat arthr itis i.itil World War I 
and other diseases of the bones parallels f or two very good and very simple 
some modern therapy. reasons the recovery factor of Aztec 

The Aztecs tr eated both diarrhea and patients. and particularly those requ1rmg 
constipation effectively with var ious surgery,musthavebeen infinitely higher 
herbs: they controlled asthmatic spasms, thm in Europe-the use of anesthetic drugs, 
bronchial infections and laryngitis witt1 alleviatmg m uch pain and the subsequent 
jimg:in weed, a narcotic and ant ispasmr,. Slock; and cleanliness which. o( course, 
die; they derived aSlringents from vario•.is alleviated infections 
plants. notably the green papya, for I.he All Aztecs were obsessed with cleanli-
treatment of various skin diseases •ind ness,andthesurge:mswerenoless50than 
conditions and they sniffed pungent hr:rbs anyone else. 
forthereliefofthecommon cold In his excellent Medicine m Mexico 

They also drank water that hrid been fl968). Gordon Schendel pointed out that in 
steeped in willow leaves for, as a m•odern Tmochtit lan ''clean doctors with clean 
television pitchman might say, "the relief hands operated on clean patients in clean 
oftheachesandpainsofthecommo1nhead surroi.idings_" "'Whereas in some Euro-
cold. '' Willow leaves contain acetyl salicy- pean cities-even in the nineteenth century-
lie acid, .,.,hich is know as "aspi·rin" to hospitals were totally lacking in sterile 
modern parmacists technh,ues, and patients died like flies 

Four hundred and fi fty years ago the from puerperal fever, tentanus, and 
Aztecs de,·ised a salve with tt 1e same gangrene, with which they became 
oomponmts of "well:known prepara- infected after admis~ion 
t1on" used today m treating herrwrrhoids. Many a filthy hospital failed to change 
The c111zens of Central Mex1e< J, though, blood-pus-and-excreta-stained bedsheets 
were seldom bothered with h.ernorrhoids between patients. And many a European 
and use~ the salve to treat m1•nor cuts in ~ctor proudly wore his blood-and-pus 
their skm and cracks in the SCilesof their stiffened surgical gown on his rowtds. 
feet. The Aztecs had effective treatments i.isul lied by soap and water from one 
1oonedegreeoranotherforh, !J)atitis,nose year's end to another as a walking 
bleeds. heart disease, deafne· ss and many, advertisement of his professional poputar-
many other a1lments ity." 

The employmmt of vario1Js narcotics as Aztec cbctors were generally special• 
anesthetics was common practice in Aztec ists; there were obstetricians. gynecolo-
Mex1co:_u~ed m thercl1efc,fpain resulting gists (usually women), intemalists, sur• 
from inJuries and wotlfld'.1, durinc opera• goons, and of course. dentists. Even 
t1ons and. yes, lo drug lllicrificial victims psychiatrists. Medical schools were con· 
be}-ond rea!;lm Moderr, <i.e European ducted by priests. but one could also 
derived) m~cme di~ 1.1ot stumble upon become a specialisl by apprenlicing ~~:...!15:,..,?! e1t~er until the m iddle of the himself for 5e\"('ral ,-,,~r~ !n ,, ,,, - •··~ ;., i,;. 



Native American 

Phoenix 
Thunderbird 
There is a purpose. there is a plan. 
There are some thin.gs not known by man. 
So out d confusion. out ol pain 
Out cl. the ashes I rise again. 

Bob Bacon 

Corn PlantRr 
l plantcornfouryears: 
ravens steal it. 
ra ins drown it 
August bums it: 
locusts ravage leaves 

I stand in a circle and throw seed 
Old men laugh because they kno11, the wind 
will carry the seed to my neighbor 

I stand in a circle on planted seed. 
Moles burrow thr ough the earth 
and harvest my cr op 

I throw the seed to the wind 
and wind drops it on the desert 

The eighth year I spend planting corn; 
! tend my fields all season 
After Septembers harves t I take it to the 
market 
T he peopled. my village are too poor to 
buy it 

The ninth spring I make chicken.feather 
headdresses, 
plastic tom-toms and beaded bel!S 
I grow rich. 
buy an old Ford. 
drive to Olicago, 
and get drunk 
on Welfare checks 

Maurice Kenny 

Death in the wood 
I am Falling Leaf, daughter of Bear and 

White ONI 
I am Falling Leaf, mother of Running 

Squirrel and Tall Pine. 
Weare of the forest which is green and 

alive with the first Men. 
Thisisthestoryofadeathin the wood 
Running Squirrel was climbing around 

gathering acorns and nuts for the coming 
ri the snow. 

I laughed when he Nould hang upside 
down with his narrow hind feet wrapped 
tightly around Ta ll Pines wooden arms. 

He'd sway gently to the rhythm of Winds 
sritbreath 

Running Squirrel's friend, Feather Tail 
and a cousin. Gray One came to visit. 

They were sitting in the tree talking 
when came the Man. 

Dark skinned 
Naked 
A hunter 
My son, his friends became afraid 
Words stopped. 
The man fit an arrow and let fly 

S-•,ish!! 
Asmallcry ... FeatherTail felltoearth. 
Running Squirrel ran to safely. 
!shook with fea r 
Big Ooud raced away on Winds back, 

fearfu l for what he saw. 
Thehunterpickedupthelifelessformof 

Feather Tail 
Pulled the arrow 
\\1ped it clean 
Then lertas silently as he came 
Time passes 
\\-Ind grows colder. 
! fee l life in my veins begin to slow. 
lfightit,but l weakenandl01Semycolor 
lcanhangonnolongerand I. like 

Feather Tail, fall to earth 
I Falling Leaf am no longer alive 
Death 

Jndian Lament 
Youputusonyourcoinsandthings,your 

p06tag(' stamps and such, 
But when we ask for freedom you say we 

ask too much' 

Bob Bacon 

They say we do 
not show ••. 
They say we do not show our fPClinf~ 
This IS not so. 
Everything 1s within, 
wheretheheartpoundsguttherichnessof 
ouremouons 
The face only speaks 
the language <i the passing years 

Ouef Dan George 

~ ISII NAW RE ', EWS 

Poetry 
Shall the Indians 
celebratR 
The Indians, 
Bicentennial, 
What ha\'e we Indians to celebrate about? 
The coming ri the palefaces., 
The taking of our land7 
Our ancestors stripped of e,·erything 
familiar to them., 
Our tribes "ere pushed westward. 
11.J; the whitcman mo,·cd across the 
continent from the East Coast. 
Family members "ere taken captive. 
And mo;t r:i them were killed 
\\bv should "·e celebrate., 
!leCause the white man locked us in 
boundaries., 
Boundaries called reser,·ations., 
Boundaries where within lie inadequate 
housing! 
\\'he-reconditions are crowded 
,\center d poverty, 
\\bere the ultimate insult was to be 
farmers, 
V.1iere we would have to depend on the 
white man'sgo\·ernmen!, 
Is that why we should celebrate" 
Or should we celebrate for 
Thefairll(_>!;!j ri justice used in the "War of 
Re,·enge 1n the t860's' 
The "Foreigners" from Columbus' days 
through the 1800's using us as slaves., 
Does the Constitution's freedoms help the 
Indians? 
V.bat about the freedom ol speech., 
Look at wounded knee 11, 
The Indians were just tr~ing to use that 
freedom. 
To get their land back 
The white man, through the years, has 
cheatedthelndiansoutoftheirland 
Why then.did the Indians not get any help? 
Or consideration., 
What about the freedom d religi"n., 
Yes.on our reservations.our belief in the 
great spirit lives on 
We dance for our God 
But does anyone off our reservations, 
Understand these actions? 
They like to think they do 
After all we have been through, and you 
palefacesaskustocelebratethe 
2Q(Xh birthday of America 
Hov. can we~ 

To us. America is more than 200 years old 
lnthebc-ginning,Americawase.·erything 

'tous 
II furnished our food 
&x-hassamllgame,deer ,buffa lo 
It furnished materials 
ltprO\·idede\"enourclothes 
So "hat is it now., 
It's still our land, 
Only wnh pollution 
Broughton by the in,•entions ol the white 
mao 
J:!."\·enthoughwearenolongerasfreein 
our land as we once were, 
On our reser.·ations we can carry on life as 
we once did long ago 
\\bite men don't understand our onginal 
life, 
l thinkthe)areafraidolit 
Yes.celebrate is the word, 
&"ing used for 1976. 
But do we. the Indians. really get to 
choo;e, 
\\bether to celebrate or not? 

By Kay Battice 

The Nawata 
Past the laugh ol the loon 
My people drove the buffalo 
Over the hidden cliff 
Then feasted in the icy rain 

They translated the coyote tongue, 
~1ed on the loves of the shy Badger 
Where e\'er they camped, 
They sang the Spirit Song 

Silent under pain 
They followed to the hidden cliff, 
The boundary ol their world, the buffalo 
Past the laugh ol the loon 

Beverly Belzman 


