
1848 - Small tracts of land along Green Bay, reserved by the 
Menouinees were ceded to the United States, and they 
received l~d west of the Mississippi River on which 
they were to settle. '.rhey refused to go, asked for 
land in Wisconsin. 

1854 - Menominees relinquished "any and all remai~ 
claimsll to lands in the -:Jpper Peninsula; rece1 ved 
a tract of land on the Wolf River in Wisconsin 
for their settlement - the present Keshena. 
reservation. 

PIC'roRE 
Used tbroUe;h the courtesy of 

Miss Elizabeth PenGilly, who took 
it at the hoi:io of l!rs. Joseph 
z.' ._tz, 929 \7ater Street, 
Mi..rinette. 

Mrs. Ziatz 1s tho grond-
o.nughter of Elizabeth Jacobs 
McLeod CID.d grent,..gro.nd.dD.Ut;;hter 
of Marinette Jacobs Farr,mrorth. 
Louis Bornard Kc.i.quetosh, seated 
in a rocking chair thD.t once 
belonged to 11 Q;u.cen" Yo.rinette, 
spriDkled a pinch of tobacco, 
accordi?Ji: to ancient custom, 
upon the s.;_>ir it stone before 
filling his pipe. 

'lh1 e atone former~ lay 
in the yard at the McLeod home, 
ldenominee. It was said that an 
Indian who sought to live 
forever was changed to this 
stone and it had supernatural 
powers. (See also page 372.) 

LoUis Bernard Kaquetoeh, intelligent and highly 
respected Menominee Indian, was born at Menominee July 8, 
1857 and died there February 16, 1939. He aitended school 
as the wbi te children did and wben he grew Up hunte~ worked 
as a timber cruiser, and at other employment. 

Be 11ns a great grandson of Tomah, chief of tho Menominees 
at the time of the War of 1812. ( See Menominee Herald-Leader 
July, 1936). His grandfather, Kakwai tosh, a mixed blood 
Ottawa_ married Tomoh1s daughter .A.sllawaka.nau (Flying Over the 
Lllke) • Ji'or many years K.clarai tosh carried tho mail between 
Fort Howard (Green :Bay) and Ma.cld.nac Island. 

Little Louis had for his godmother "~en11 Marinetto. 
the capnble Indian woman for whom ?,farin9tte 11as Dmned. (See 
pogee 204 and 210) . As an old mon Ko.quotosh still reca1led 
his godmother '7i. th a.f'.f'ection. He said that when he was a 
small boy he 11ent with some yO'Ullg women of his godmother's 
household to see the first con:muni ty Christmas tree, 

When they returned aftor the fcsti vi ties his godmother 
askod Louis .rhat present ho had rocoived. !Jutely he drew 
from his jacket a 11 ttle peper bag of cendy and held it ou.t. 
11 Is tent all?" naked !.!arinette. Little Louis nodded. She 
viewed tile pD,clalge with some disfavor but said no more. and 
LoUis presently curled up on bis customary bed when a guest 
there, n big bearskin rug by the warm £:!.replace. 

However, when he started home the noxt morning l!arinette 
told him to ask his father to come across tho river as she 
bad a r ool Christ.mas present for LoUis. l7onderixigly, he 
did as ho was bade, ond tbon waited anxiously :for his f'ather's 
return. At last he saw bis Chrisi;mas present comixig - the 
best he ever had in eighty years o:f living - a beautiful. 
little bro\i'Il pony be had ofton thought fit for a chief. Now 
it was his own. 

LoUis :Bernard Kaquetosh was the last of his line in 
Menominee as he left no descondants. 



THE CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

niere were Indians of the Chippewa tribe living in the 
neighborhood of Chalk Hills w1 thin the memory of lll8llY of the 
older residents of Menominee county. Frequent mention of 
Indians is made in several of the articles dealing w1 th the 
varioua townships. The Chippewas here belonged to the large 
tribe of Chippewas or Ojibwa;rs or Ojibwas as they are often 
called. which had villa&es along the nor thern and southern 
shores of Lake Sllperior and southward. They were akin to the 
Menominee s and Pottawatomies. 

Even. sixty years ago it was no uncoamon sight to see a 
file of Indians moving along the river or across country 
between the r1 ver and the bay. Miss l.linnie Rudginslcy, who 
baa resided in Menominee township since 1880, says that for 
a time when she was n small girl hor family 11 ved near the 
present Ri vorside avenue in Mo.rinette. She can recall that 
at the n The Indians are coming I' all the cbildron of the 
neighborhood d.D.shad toward the river to see them pass. 'l!h.oy 
would come single file. Usually the squaws walked and carried 
loads of blueberries, raspberries. or maple sugar; cftc:i 11::iCU'ly 
a olahel of ripe crushable fruit . A blanketed squaw would 
ce.:rry such a box on her shoulders by means of straps over the 
shoulders and a wide fiat forehead band. The 1:>raves rode their 
little pollies. The ponies were so small that when n man was 
of good Gto.ture his toes would touch tho ground on either 
aid.a as ho rode straddle of his mount. Rle men wore fringed 
buckskin nnd sometimes big headdresses. 

THE POTTJ.WATOMIES 

'1he Pottawntom1 Indians of Ha.rris township came into 
t.hia county quite late as e:r:plained in the article by Frank 
1fand.ehs'3ga. This small band now has some o.dmixture of b l ood 
from Chippe-was, Otta.was, and perhaps other groups, but 
preserve-s its own name and ch!lractoristics. It is oaid that 
the word Pottawatomi means 1 People of the Place of Fire." 
'.Iha Pottawatomies T1ere of .Algonquian stock as were the 
Wenominoes and Chippewas. When the EDgliah nnd Fronch first 

Cll.lll8 to the region of the Great Lakes tho French succeeded 
in making the Pottawatomie& their friends and allies; and 
their accounts speak highly of them. The Eogliah being on 
the opposite side gave less glowing accounts. However. after 
the EIJ&lish had taken over the lako region which the French 
gave 'llp in 1763 tho Pottawatomie& took sides with them 
against the .Alllerican Revolutionists and Nmained loyal unt1l 
after the War of 1812. 

The Pottawatomi in early cloys seem to have lived in 
Canada ond eastern Michigan, gradually moving southward as 
other eastern groups pressed in. By 1816 t.housan.ds of thom 
were in the Chicago nrco - southwestorn llichigan_ Indiana, 
and Illinois. Somo of thsm took an activu 1>1ll't in the Fort 
Dearborn ( Chicego) Massac.re of 1816. al t.ho~h au.ch chiefs as 
IYinnimeg, Black Partridge and 1fauhaneoo did what they could 
to avoid bloodshed. 

In following . years n1 though there wo.s pence, white 
settlers ,.,ere uneasy at the proximity of so mr.ny Indians. In 
18~ there Troe 11 grand council of chiefs at Chica&o• at which 
they wer e persuaded to cede to the white people all the lands 
east of the Winnebagoes. The Pottawatomies. Ottalfas. and 
Chip,ewas agreed to give up their lands ooon. Tl'l'o years later 
in lo35 about 5,000 Potto.watomies gathered at Chicago to 
receive their ennui ties, hold the ceremonies of farewell at 
leaviJl& t !1eir homes Md go west. It was at this time that 
soma broke a.r,o.y and refused t o go as relo.ted in tho orticle 
by Mr. 17ondahsega. Ona of these l1 ttle bands eventually 
reachod the country north of Cedar River. nio Indians bad 
workod north gradually, living for years at Wisconsin hunti~ 
grounds in tho neighborhood of Shoboygan and farther north. 

To them in Menominee county Clllll8 Poter L!Drksman, Methodist 
missionary to the Indians, and his wife 1w.nnah who remained 
w1 th them l!llley years. The Marksmans f or a lifetime labored 
among tho Ind.ions in northern Wisconsin o.nd upper IJichigon. 
Seeing the inroads made by the white poople Poter Mol'ksman 
endeavored to hol:p the little bond of Pottawntomies to 
establish tbamselves whore thoy could survive in spi to of tho 
pressure from '7i thout nnd the rigorous codo of life they luld. 
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TH3 pOTV.",7ATO!!IES NAMED AS TEIR SPOKESl!AN PET:::R M/JUCSh'..Ui, 'mE MISSIONARY 

To aid.in business matters relating to the federal gov-
ernment, the Pottawatomies of !Jenominee County named the 
missionary, Peter MarkS!llan as their representative . The 
document granting such power is recorded in Liber U of Deeds, 
P· 455, the Menominee County r egister ' s office. 

POWER OF A'l"rORNEY 

Know all men by these Presents, that we the chiefs and 
head m~n of the Chip~ewas, Ottawa, and Pottawatomee Indians of 
Lao.a Miciti.gl'n belonging to tho Treaty of September 26, 1833 
do here by make, constitute , and appoint the :Rev. P1:1 ter Marks-
man our Chief Speaker and fully authorize and em:'.)Ower him as 
our General .Agent and Attorney to do and transact business 
vri tn the Government of Lhe United States, its officers and 
age:its anr' : ll 3-'1sinnss that may at any time arise bet11,?cn our 
s~vcral :Balles uncl. t,ie said Govarnment of thr United States of 
every ld.nd Tthatever . And we hereby authorize and emoouer him 
tc i;ivc ?.ecr·i::,:,te and agreements an:i discharge for our said 
Bands as fully as we ourselves could or might do tl.le Samo. 

In '7i tness Whereof we have hereunto set our hands this 
13th day of August in the yoar of our Lord, 1883. 

Mic."'ia91 'Han is ) 
Justice of ihc Peace) 

Names signed, each 
with his :lll rk) 

Chief Abraham ( x) Ob-v,a-qus,.'Wlk 
Grandson of the Late Chief 

Chief David (x) N 1- Saw-Wah-quet 
Son of the Late Chief 

Cbief John (x) Caw-\ie-Saut 
Grandson of the Late C"nief 

Chief Pa- (x) mob-a- mee 
Grandson of the ola. Chief and Warrior 

Chief Solomon (x) l.!c-nuk-quet 
Son of the Late Chief 

Chief Benjamin (x) Ah-quee-wee 
Son of the Late Chief 

Chief James (x) Ce-Kee-toh 
Grandson of Late Chief and Warrior 

Chief (x) Wd-Zll&-gaub 
Son of Late Chief Viah-be-Kai and Warrior 

Chief Joseph (x) :.ah-mix- i - co 
Son of Late Wah-mix-1-co 

Chief Chis (x) io-Ke-beh Magwadoh 
Son of the Late Cais-inke-boh 

Chief Mok (x) ne-doipenais 
Grandson of th'! Late Chief Ke-Wase 

Head Men 
John r.:. Lappenains (x) 
'lhomas Ke-Zhug (x) 
Henry Sce-nund (x) 
1'1lliam Ke-Zhug (x) 
Duncan J . Lappenains (x) 
Anthony Ke-Zhug (x) 
Joseph Bemis (x) 
Sha- bwa-duzk (x) 
W&-ne-dung (x) 
Simon Ne-nilll;ah Sum ( x) 
Jose·,)h Shah boo-Ke zhcg ( x) 
Jose,,h T. Pa-mol>--a-mee (x) 
'lhomas Pa-mo b-~ce ( x) 
Oge l,lah-po-nai s ( x) 

NOTE: Sah-penaiss the venerable chief who had led the 
band in its wanderings died March 11, 1882. (In the vital 
statistics his namo is written Jolm Sapaneus, age ltO.) 



HOW THE POTTAIUTOMIZS REACHED MENOWN2E COUNTY AND 'raEIR PRES.zN'll--DAY !.Ii':: 

l3y Shah-wah-ne-ko-um 
( Tho tribal nace of Fronk Wandahsega. \71lson) 

According t o what information I loamed from the older 
Indians 

The Pottawat omies wer e scatter ed the time of thei r 
r e1110val :from the Chicago lake :fr ont to Council Bluffs. Iowa. 
':ihe government was going to put the Indians in box cars like 
livestock: and some of them managed to slip away • • • 
~e original bond which is now known as the p rairie bnDd is 
on the r~servation at Mayetta. Kansas. 

Some of those that went away from the big band went along 
the shore line with canoes and some on ponies. They were 
scattered in small groUps along the shore of Loke !.lichigan. 
As hunting grounds were occupied our pecple moved down 
farther until they reached Ced.or River. 

Thev came upstre8lll and fonned a village ten or melve 
miles nbm ,1hat ls now know:i as Cedar River mills, Micb.igaxa 
'lhere tho;· mndo m.gwams and started o. village, cleared land, 
planted in s-=cr, hunted and trapped in m.nter. They lived 
at this clearing. known to us as Joe DeGrave 1s farm and sal'l'-
mill ii.ere • • • ~d Indian burial grounds can be seen 
t~ a.!ld so1:1e signs of ol den times. 

As white men came nearer • • • Indians moved to 
where thay no17 live at Hrumahville. About 68 years ago 
(i.e. between 1865-70) missionaries caoe to thera and they 
began adopting English nsmos. They named the village 
k:+ma'lvtllo Indian Mi.so.i on. (~: The sottkm,mt was ru:u:ied 
for Hannah Mo.rksme.n. wife of the cdssionary Peter r.:OX-ksoan. ) 

Sab-pen--aiss passed a~, then Ne-suh,,.i7ah,-quot, 
meaning crutch, was made chi.e:f of the band. '1:he last, oldest 
chief died ( 1914-) • • he was blind and very old, name 
.Abraham l!eshigaud. His gra,,e can be oeen today o:n::, time o..t 
Hannabville Indian Mission. 

I think ther e is about 1.000 acres in this reservation 
at Hannahville, not counJ.ing Wil son in. The school is located 
about the center of tho 1,000 acr es, and its nttendance is 
about 32 pupil s (1937) •• • 

Now our church is about 
one mile f'rom this school and 
the pastor f r om Reroansville 
holds o. Deeting there once a 
week for Methodists. We also 
have Catholics but they have 
no church here • 

We are neighbor s to sooe 
\Thi to pecple at Wilson and they 
bavu electric lights, but not 
us • • • 3½ Cliles is the closest 

----

p~one ••• Our students o.:fter gro.duo.tion froQ • • 
school undor the new net which is called Rcorgnnization 
Act •• • coy- enter college if they so desire • • 

Han:aohville Indian Mission is the correct llQJ!lO of the 
settlecent • • • 'lhe Pottavntor:ries io:r.:ied tho village 
beforo any railroad was put through hero, before any white 
man built aeything. This settleoent con bo reechod f'roo 
Harris 3½ ciles south of Highwaj' u.s.-2. (NO'l'lDt 'lbe 
ssttlecont north of Wil son where the writer lives is of 
later date . ) 

• • The land on which we Indinns live 'l'laG bought 
by tho governoont in 1914 and 1915. The population of this 
village is 131 Ir.dians, 4 whi toe, 2 ]:uu.J-breeds. Th~~-. 
village is not oxo.ctly in one block/ff.1/t, .• .:-,, -.~::: '.~ 
the houses are scattered about on&-~'.~' , 
quarter oilo opart . Wo have a. ::/nib~ '.:;- _ -· 
schoolhouse and a church in the ~ -,::.:::.. -: __ 

/~j ---



-<p cont.-ir of our villO&O• Tho govcrnc,mt 
~-,ll bw.lt f:ro.oo housoe for us in the yoiµ-

/ ~--~ - 1917-18. 

-- Wo havo lots of lllI!d for tourists, 

1171"1~ I' ,n 11:,· ~!Tj good "'""'"" .,.,.,,., for poop1<> uho lil<c -= I_] 0 .Jl Q wild lifo, scenery, hunting, and fishii:ig 
- • ,- - - in nearby streO!:lo: but we havo no tourist 
~ - ~i::L -:c- -=-,._..._ lodges or cabins. - ~· _ ,,, -

Indil.'ll'ls work out for fa.mere during su:ner conths or 
on tho read. and in wint<>r they work in lunbor coops noorb3•. 
Soce Indians coko bo.skete ond other things, such as bo\7B ond 
arrows, ell kinds of wood carving • , • 

Tho Indiana in the so two villa&os i:lll.vo done away \71 th 
tho old Indian cu.stocso ~Y do not hold lndinn corooonials 
o:xcopt ir. the SU1X10r months for the tourists. lfo hava a 
tribal fcro of gova1'11118nt here, composed of all Indians • 

Indians hero observe the Christmas and New Year mootly, 
becf\use raw Year io the bigee!lt day here for us Indians. .At 
tho dey 110 all gather i.:i our villnge church aDd eat Hew Year ' c 
dinner together. We have four collllli ttees for that ciey, At 
l.110 end of the dey those four comni. tteea choose four new 
co=i ttooo to toko care of the dinner for next year. After 
th., dinner wo UO'UAll.y have a progr om, opeechoe, ,and songs 
both by YO\l:JlB and old. 1hl.s has boon kept up for many yoora 
baok.. 

'lho popu1at1on is about normol hero in our two villt:160S• 
1 t I a not -up or down. 

Somo young pooplo lll'e uaod to city wnyo ao thoy go out 
and work • • • all live the modern lifo of todey. 

MQnotinoe .ri,:,rald-LenJ.cr 7 /23/08 GroTrlng ...-too.kc.· ond w1;1lker 
each day as he 1~ os gaz1.ng at the sk;y through the eperturo of 
his wretched hu.t, David Crotc:i, the last of the head me:i, of 
the tribe of ?ottawatomie Indians is dying at H'l1ln8.llville near 
Harris. 

'lhe aged Indian is said to be near eighty yeurs old and 
is a descendant of one of the chiefs who cigncd the tro~!;y of 
the United Stutes in 1833. His aged wife still lhes and 
r emains constontly at his side, but be ha.s no sons to wear hie 
mantle of Ind.inn greatness, 

In his youth and prime David crotch w~s considered one of 
the moat 1)017erful Indi::ina in this SdC tion l'.nd his r.ord wns 
law. (David Crotch died A'ugust 26, 1908.) 
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TE LID3~.ING 'E?..A I:: MENOY.Imll COID!TY 

(Note : T"rua following article by Jean ',7orth, Zdi tor 
of the Menominee Herald- Leader, very properly includes some 
discussion of mill operations in Marinette and Menekaune as 
well as those on the Menominee side. Some of the companies 
operating in ·.'iisconsin bad huge land holdings in Menominee 
County and logged off millions of feet of 1;imber and also 
established some of the early mill compan_v camps and farms 
of J.lenominee County. The brevity of the article on the other 
hand orecl'U.lies an outline of the activities of the numerous 
s::ia.11-mills that '.:lelped to develop the interior of tile county 
betw-?en 1875 a;u:.. 1905. Uany of these '7ill be fount: i,1entioned 
in the articles dealing with the various townships . ) 

The First .Industries 

':'r1e f-..r trane was the first industr3 created by the white 
wan on ~ne :..cnominee Riv,~r . It did not require elaborate equip-
:nant or large ,~rsona,el, ~wo major obstacles to frontier indus-
try . :\2rs 71e,e not unduly oulky, considerable worth could be 
cocpressed i r. to ~j all bun~les so tLe ryrobl~ms of transportation 
were rec.-.icec.. . z.~ :r-..u·s caught nere went to 3urope, so the dandies 
of London a.::t. Paris mi1;"nt wear beaver ilats. 

::-:r,ortance of :'ia ter Transportation 

Coumiercial fishlng and lumbering and mining developed next . 
A.t first all 11ere largely deoendent upon markets about tho lakes 
because of trans,ortation oroblems and because ~ne Atlantic 
Coast hac:. its o·,,-n fishing and lUllibering SJroducts. 

'17aterways ·,1ere indi~ensaole to early lumbering in the 
Great Lakes region, and tro.s si1aped the course and success 
of the inc.us try. Timber was so heavy that it could not be 
transported fer by sleigh haul. First cuttings wel·e along 
streams . ;fr.en the forest harvest progressed bo:,rond :.,rofi table 
winter sleigh haul to a stream, timber had to wait for the 
comill€; of the railroads 1871- 72 to achieve value. 'l!hb cut 
timber was driven down stream on sprtng flood crests to mills 

located at the str e811\ mouth on tho Great Lakes. There so.iliIJg 
vessels loaded the lUDber for ahip~ing to lake ~orts. 

Markets Wid.ened Uith Coming of Railroads 

i7i t~1. t.a"! cons true tion of railroad lines inland areas ,1ere 
opened as markets, and as their local timber stands ,1er e exhausted 
when population increased, tha northern forests became important 
and the lumber ing trade tbri ved. The transition from the log 
cabin of the early frontier to the big frame house of earl y 
colJIIIU[lities brought exol oitation of the forests. lfuen the 
plains states 11ere settled, a vast new market 11as opened, for 
the prairie 13nds T1ere not heavily timbered like the lake 
states. 

The (;estward March of the Lumbermen 

Lumbermen moved west'flard as th8"J ex.'lau.sted the timber 
stands, '.i'h • plough was to follow the axe . There was no 
conservation of l'Ulllber . Only the best was cut. Most of the 
rest was destroyed by tragic fires that swept through the 
slashings after the first cut. Fine hardv10ods that T1ould today 
be used for veneer 'floods were burned to make charcoal • .And that 
was relative).:• letc , for th!' hard,·,oods were not cut before 
railroad trar,sport was available . They could not be driven 
down riv,rs, for they wero not buoyant enough . to float . The 
woodsmen v:i10 cut the Upper p,,ninsula 1 s forests came largely 
from east-:.-rn Canada and from Lower Michigan, after exhaustion 
of pineries in the Sae;inaw Valley and other famed logging areas. 
Wisconsin ' s forests and those of Upper MiMigan nere cut in the 
same period; but there were steam sawmills on the Peshtigo, 
Oconto, Pensaukee , and other rivers to the south of Menominee 
before t.1ere \las a mill on the Menominee :i?ivcr. 

Resident Fur Traders 

I tinerant fur bu,yers traded on the illenominee River until 
the establishment of a trading :post here about 1796 by Louis 
Chappieu (Cilappee) , an agent of the British-American Fur 
Company. The post was built on the Marinette bank of th,. river 
on the approximate location of the H. L. ';aslanger residence, 



2125 Ri versici.e Avellue , Marinette . 

Thn ear l:, written history of lifonominee is fragment ary, 
aDd often ccntradictory, but tho follo·,ying facts stand out. 
William Farr.sworth, emoloyed by the .Amer ican :Fur Corooany a t 
t!acldnac Island bad trouble ,ri th bis effi!Jl oyers t:nero and 
decided to set u:o a t r ading uost of his own. Re came t o the 
Menominee filvor in 1823 and built the first house on the 
Menominee side of the r iver, if you could call it a house. I t 
was descr ibed in contemporary accounts as r esembling a root 
cellar , 'fli tl1 a prepared deer skin used to ad.mi t light in lieu 
of gl ass, 11h1cb was a costly comnodi ty that had to be carr ied 
i n f r om the East. 

Cbarleo Brush came to the Menomin~e River about t he same 
time as Fa:n;snorth, encl the two men foroed a ,:,a:rtr.ership kno\1ll 
as Farnsworth & Brush. Division of the t r ari.e on tile river with 
bis rival ::,.cross the stream did not satisfy ambitious Farnsworth 
after a ti.ne, so be and his partner ousted Chappieu, ,.,ho moved 
five miles upstream and there erected another trading post 
and stocko.de . The place was named for him. ':le know it today 
as ~ee Iiapids. :i:'here the -pioneer trader lived and wor ked 
until his death in 1852. 

J.mbi tious Plans of Farnsworth & Brush 

Perhaps they could sell their fish and lumber in the East . In 
1832 they started construction of a sawmill whose dam was equi~ 
ped with f i sh weir s , so that both of their p r ojects were 
included. The t imber dam was constructed from the Marine t te 
ballk to an island in the river a. short distance above the 
Hattie- ~dlitz s treet br idge and so-called " fi r st dam" on the 
river today. A tabl et on the Marinette ballk marks the 
location. 



cheap as shown by the f ollowing document of t:19 time : 

"Tnis article of agr eement made and entered into 
this ;,5th c.~• of April, 1835, between Farnsworth 
& :Brush of tile one 'Dart and Jean :Battost 3o.,rie 
of th?- other ryart; tnesseth that said Jean 
::Battest Bonrie bas hired and bound himself untGl 
said Farnsworth & Brush and then serve in the 
capacity of interpreter and laborer the full 
term of one year from date hereof unless sooner 
discharged, enc;. the said Farnsworth & Brush, 
t!leir agents .,nl assigns, under :9enalty of 
losing :us wages. In consideration of the 
f.e.i th1ul -oerformance of th~ above agreement, 
tne said Parnsworth & !!rush agrees to :,83 i:lim, 
the saic Jean 3attest Boprie, one hundred and 
fort:,-four C:ollars, payable in clothing and such 
other i:,ercliandise as-·his necessities shall 
require during the time or at the expiration 
tilereof • 11 The agreement was witnessed on the 
n Menornnny River, 11 April 25, 1835. 

The 3'irst Land Sale Recorded for Menominee County 

And. the timber was c_1eap . Perhaps FarnsV1orth & Jh-.ish 
hel:;,ed themselves wn.en they started. The first land tram~--
action on t:-ie ri v~r was recorded in 1838 in the office of the 
rE>gi s ter of deeds , Macki.nae County, Mackinac Island, and later 
retra:iscribod into the Yenomin:le county register of deeds 
oi.fice Tihen :ienominee county was created. By the transaction 
Farnsworth & :arush acquired a strip along both sides of the 
llenominee River from its mouth at Green Bay to a -Joint four 
miles -upstream. The strip on each side of the river was a 
mile wide and thus included most of both of .he ryresent sites 
of Menominee anc. Marinette. The consideration w~s $1,000 . 
:For it, on l..ay 22, 1838, .Alex Mcleod qUi tclaimed t :.e interest 
ne nad acquired in the :9roperty from the United State,s governor 
of the Territory of Michlgan. 

Financial Difficulties 

But even mth such cheap timber and labor, t he sawmill 

JS/ 

of Fornsworth & Brush, first one on the l:cnomince :Eiv r, 11:is 
not a success. Lack of profitable market for the lumber 
probably defeated the venture . T'ne mill was reported sold by 
the sheriff at one time for debts 011ing to D. tl. Uhl. tncy of 
Green Bey, w.ho sold it for eighteen barrels of whitefish to 
Samuel H. Farnsworth. If this story is true, locel history 
skips a page, for in 1843 Dr. Jonathon Corry Hall, who had 
come i.o the river from Ithaca, NeYI York in 1839, and a man 
named Jerome purchased Charles :Brush's interest in Farnsworth 
and Brush. The next yeor they purchased Fa:rnsworth I s 
interest in the mill, and apparently in this year the mill 
dam wnshed out. 

The Second Mi 11 on the Menominee 

While the Farnsworth & Brush mill w~•s struggling along 
on the lower river here, Charles l.\cLeod, who had come to 
Menominee in 1832, built a water--0011erc! sa=ill on the 
Menominee Ei ver at Twin Islands in 1841. Ti.is was the second 
mill built on the Uenomin<?e .River, and , like the first mill 
built by Farnsworth & 3rush, it was not successful. Probably 
a major factor in the failure of McLcon's mill was lack of 
means to deliver to market the lumber tnat was sawed. The 
early river mills floated t :1eir lumber uormstream in ra.fts to 
the rivnr couth where it was loaded on sailing vessels . 
Construction of dams barred the river to this raft traffic 
and cut off the upriver mills from the lakos. This Vias an 
obstacle to the success of McLeod's mill, for a.ft~r destruction 
of the dam that po•1ercd Farnsl'forth & i3rush I s mill another 
was constructed here . 

The Third lli ll on the r.!enominee 

The third mill on the river was built by Hall & Jerome, 
Ylho had succeeded Farn517orth & Brush. Their mill was built 
over a dam constructed from the Menominee bank of the river 
above the Riverside Country Club house to island in mid,-
stream • .Another dam was constructed from the island to the 
l ieconsin bank near the present site of the Park W.11 of the 
Southern Kraft Corporation. This was the largest mill construo-
tcd on tha river up to this time . It had six saws, ePch po;ver-
ed by its own water wheel. It also manufactured siding and 



lat.a, and it had a fish stage, like the earlier Farnsworth 
a. 3rush mill, to intercept the spa'lllling runs of fish 'U£)str eam• 

New Islands Formed 

'I!he Eall & Jer, me mill was constructed on piling sunk in 
the river bed in 1845. Logs cut alollg the river bank upstr eam 
were floated down the river to the mill, dogged and hauled by 
water power up into the mill for sawing. The sal7dust :from the 
operations, the thin slabs notused for la.th, the snipe ende of 
the logs, and other r efuse were tossed into the str eam to be 
carri ed away by the curr ent. This sawmill refuse floated out 
of the river to litter the beaches of the bay. Some of it 
piled up on shoals 2nd sandbars in the rt ver and became covered 
with sand forming new islands. The river Vias wide anc. marshy 
in its louer reaches and its banks were built up to some 
extent in this manner, so that the stream no\7 presents an 
appearance greatly cnanged from Indian days. 

Getting llill Products to ;Jarket 

Like tho refuse, the lumber sa,1ed at the ?.all & Jerome 
mi'.ll was thrown into the river on the downstream sic.e and 
~iled criss- ere~~ onto rafts. These rafts were bound together 
by boring holes through the corners and driving pegs into the 
holes . On top of the rafts ti1e bundled lath was piled. ;:en 
poled these rafts downstream, fending them off from tne shoals 
an" keeping tnern in the deeper channel at ah- center. In the 
lower river the water was dee-oer on the ·.i'isconsin side , and 
this was the course followed by the ri vermen w,10 guided the 
rafts . At the river mouth tho rafts were anchored until there 
~as a schooner ready to take aboard tt1eir lumber, for no 
vessels could navigeto into the river in t.1ose days before 
dredging opera ti ens. 

The l=ber vessels lay at anchor out in the bay, and the 
lumber rafts were pulled out to them by men tugging on a. cable 
which ran out to a buoy anchorage in the bay. The first lumber 
cut by river mills bore was all white pine, as were the first 
lath and shingles. 'rhe lumber was shipped green. There was 
no yard storage of l1.111ber at the Hall & J'eromc mill for drying. 

~cir storms cau,ght many rafts in the bay wru.le they wer e being 
loaded into vessels, broke them up and scattered t..ieir l umber 
along the beach. Ueny of the first homes her e were built of 
free lunber salvaged from the beach. The lath f r eighted down 
the l'iver on the ltllllber rafts were used to fill in the chinks 
in the hol ds of the vessels to keep the lumber cargo from 
shifting and wer e thus t r ansported to market. 

Early Mill Machinery 

Muley saws were used in the ::fall mill, str aight blade saws 
Vlhich operated up and down, sawing off slabs and lumber f r om 
logs held on a carriage which moved past the saw. A settl ement 
to house t~ worlanen employed t ·lere grew Up about the Ball & 
Jer ome mill . It '7as called Ki.llgobin by the I r ish workmen who 
predominated in the little settlement, t.1e largest Up to that 
time along the river. ( See Reminiscences o:f James F. Lyon) 

After construction of the mill in 1845 Jer ome did not long 
remain a -oartner of Dr. liall. ne sold his interest in t he 
enterprise to a man named Spaids of Chicago , and Spaids i n turn 
sold it to a man named Cable, also a Chi cage resident. In 1847 
j)r . iiall ;,urchased Cable ' s interest and acquired full control 
of the "Jro::,erty. He had had three ?artners in two years. 

Fate of the liall 11,7ater Mill" 

The :!all mill , like those of Farnsworth & Brush and McLeod • 
which -ore ceded it on the river• was unsuccessful. The turnover 
in own.~rship indicates the la.ck of profits. The mill 11as 
ouerated for creditors for a time , but its life uas short, for 
in 1856 it burned. '1he fire consumed the frame structure down 
to the river level of the piling. 'lhe embers f l oated doVlllstream 
and the hlstory of water poV7er mills on the Menominee River was 
closed. Thero had been three constructed in tbUtem,. years 
and they had operated over a span of tuent;r-four years, nearly 
a quarter century. Not one had been successful. 

After the liall mill b'UI'lled ( It TlaS kno1m to Menominee at 
the timo as the 11Water Mill u , not Es.11 1 s Mi 11 bocause of the 
frequent changes of ownershlp) the dam rhlch created 1 ts water 



power was washed out by the river and th set tlcment of }Ci ll-
gobin about tne mill crumbled into ruin, for there was no 
longer emplcyment there for the men who had operated the mill . 

It was an inaUS!)icious beginning for lumbering on the 
Menominee R1 ver , a stream which later was to acquire wide fame 
as a tunber watel"\7ay, and which was to the -,ort of 
Menominee ti:e greatest lumber snipping center on tile Great 
Lakes. The s~cond stage of the lumbering era was close at hand. 
It was an era of steam. 

New York ~umber Company Erects First Steam iiill 

In 185E, the same year that fire destroyed ::an• s mill a 
cor:,oration nemed the New York Lumber Collll')any started construc-
tion of a sawmill on the ~isconsin bank of .he llenominec ?~ver 
near its mo,;.th. This mill Tlas the first steam mill on the 
river and foe largest mi 11 built uo to that time. It was a 
bie;, two-story structure of frame construction, u,-i~ainted, w1 th 
tile saws on the second floors and the boiler room and engines 
on the first floor . I ts machinery included both a round gang 
and a fla.g gaIJg saw. The round gaIJg slabbed ih<? logs and cut 
a few boarcis off the cant, which was then ,:,assed on to the flat 
gaIJg, whic..'1 cut it into lumber. A gang sari is a series of saus 
on the same arbor, turning together and cutting a timber into 
lumber at oLe oyeration. Nearly every sa\7 iu the New York mill 
had its omi steam engine for power. There '7ere six steam 
er,t;.:.:i"!s in tile r.:ill . The central power system wi tb shafting 
au: nulla;:,s i:n belts for transmission of -ryov,er nas to come 
later. ~:he !;ew York mill cut lumber . timbers, siding, c lap-
ooards, an~ lat h . 

Bl.e mill's log pond was in the south branch of the Menominee 
?.iver befon tiie mill , and logs were hauled into t.he mill 
on a little carriage operating on the end of e bull chain. 
The carria.ge ;·an on a track into the log ,ond. T:1e log T'1as 
floated over it, C:ogged, and hauled up into the mill . T'.a.is 
ffas an advar.ce from the snaking of logs "9 i:1to the mill at the 
end of a cacle at the earlier water mills. 

'Z.~e ~er Yor~ mill had a crew of about a ilun~red men, about 

double the crew employed at ~all ' s mill. river ~as still 
not navigable for vessels, so · h<J lunber nas cut in tho mill 
and loaded green onto flat sco,·,s in the river at the mill, 
and the sCOT'IS were towed by small tugs out in to the bay where 
the lumber was transferred to sai1ing vessels riding at nnchor. 
llafting of lumber on tne i.lenominee River was done . 

'me :re,·, York mi 11 was cons true ted on a site w,1.i ch is the 
a'P:Proxima te site of the L!enominee & lforine t te Box COD'l1'3lly I s 
mill in the village of !.!one.Kaune. Buildir.g of the 1;ew York 
mill resulted in the construction of t:ie village of i,ienekaune 
the most populous settlement on the Menominee River up to 
that time . 'Ihero still flas no settlement worthy of that 
designation near the hee.rt of present day 1.:.arinette at Dunlap 
Square, then cnlled Mission Point. 

·,ill.en the ~iew York Lumber Collll)any started construction of 
its mill the :!enelr.aune region was e. tamarack swamp, a tangled 
morass of wind- felled timber. The lumber company started the 
new settlement in tYJ)ical fashion by constructing a big 
boarding house to house the men employed et the mill . It was 
constructed a short distance upstream and a bit back from the 
river bank. 

The New York Lunber Company did not make a success of its 
operations at Henekaune and two years after construction of the 
mill it was assigned to creditors, who operated 1 t for a time. 
Meanwhile ~he village of l.!enek:aune was growing. Uorkmen who 
married left t.1-ie boarding house and built homes for their 
families . ':hen the Civil 'Jar started in the next decade Heneka.me 
was the center of life on the river and the scene of the s t1rring 
meetings that sent the volunteers to fight in the war between 
the states. 

'lhe first street in Henekamie '7as constructed parallel 
with the stream. 311 Uhite built his big, three-story Menekaune 
Hotel on 1 t . iiis brother , George \?hi te, was the chief mill-
wright at the ::ew York mill . ..\.t the other end of the street 
was the Hawkins sal.oon which competed with ~li '.1hi te I s bar for 
the patronage of the millmen. Th- drink'-'rs of the day, and they 
numbered virtually all, of the mon employed ct the mill. used to 



marcn between the two saloons. ...hey drank bee:r br ,ught up 
by veasels !rom Green Bay, where Frank Hagelll8ist .. r, .Green :Bay 's 
first butcher. had started a brewery. :Rahr and Hocbgreve 
beers were elso br o"Ught in from Green :Bay. 

Disposal of Waste '.'food 

Waste ~ood from its operations fired the boilers of the 
'New York mill. but the fires did not begin to consume the 
vem«md.ous 1:mount of waste. So the excess sawdust, edgillgs 
and slabs were carted out on an e levated trallll7ay end dU111ped 
from its end. The tr81ll1fay was extended as the o,,erationa 
contin1U!d. In t:-U s way the level of the swampland was rip.iled.. 

, Meoekaune was built on waste pine. Tb.ere '17as 
.. • no burner for waste at the New York mill. 1;" 

saVl!llill on the Menominee River had a burner 
befofe 1867. Burners later became standard 

;;. ·· fixtures of sawmills here, big silo-like iron 
.-,t.· shells lined wi. th fire brick into which the 

mill uaste l'las dumped to be burned. :Before 
.~ ";" 1867 the waste was dumped into low areas for 
v' fill . !lenollli.nee owes its present grade to 

"'tt;. ....-- these ~perations. 

Other Lumber Interests 

Lewiss. Patr ick, pioneer ~ostmaster of Marinette, reported 
in a histor,r of the Menominee River written in the seventies, 
that $80, 00C ,1as ex-oended on construction of the iie11 York 
L'IDber Comp~n.7 's mill before it produced its first board. The 
mill was not successful and in 1858 was forced into an .assign-
ment for th«c benefit. of its creditors. The finn was then 
Operated by o. z. !'foamer and Col. ~ger Fowler vii th F.irem 
Fowler actir.g as their agent until about the year 1860. In that 
.year Charle!' ~Telles sold his interest to Jesse s-,alding of 
Cm.cage W.:10 also in this ~riod aequired a big p~rti.o.n of the 
timberlands in what became Cedarville, Harrie, and S1')3l.ding 
townships of llenominee county, to supply the sawm!.11 which be 
Operated at the village of Cedar r.iver which he virtually owned. 
S:,ald.ing \o, nship and the village of Spalding wer e named for 
Jesse Spaldi,ig. 

Spalding with the able assistance of his man on the gromds • 
AtigUStus c. Bro11'tl. 1118Nlger of the New York mill, succeeded twice 
in re-establishing the mill after it had burned do'1D and 
zuccessfully 0perating the big mill. .About 1865 R. H. Porter of 
Chicago bougbt an illterest in the New York Company and added 
further ~etus to ita sueceae. The bu$iness was ineorporated 
in 1872 under the name of the Menominee R1 var Lumber Oompan.;y end 
:I, ts period of boom operations was at band. for the disastrous 
fire of 1871 had wiped out the city of C.uicago and a huge 
market for Menominee I s pine bad been apened there by the needs 
of reconstruction. 

Philetus Sawyer, Osbkqsh• t'iaconsin l'tlllberman became a 
large stockholder and in the year 1876 was president of tbe 
compan,y. In that year the Menominae River Lumber Conpaey 
owned a.-:lproximately 90, 000 acres of land.. nearly all timbered 
in vzhi te pine ano. most of it in Menominee county. 

Th 1869 the Old Uew York mill in Menekaune was destroyed 
by fire. Spalding and Porte,- immediately started building a 
ne11 .mill across the south branch of the l.ienOlllinee Riv~r on the 
island in the river , nov, site of the Diamond, :Northland, and 
Marinette coal ya:rds. The ne,•, mill, a mu.ch lletter one than 
t.he old, started oper a tions the follom.ng year 1870. 'lhe next 
year, 1871. the holocaust. ,1.;icll des.tro~•ed the Tillage of 
Peshtigo and pa:rt of t.fenekaune threw burning embers onto the 
wooden roof of the new mill and it was leveled to the gro-und 
by fire. 1;othing dallilted• the COlll!)SDY, havi~ had a taste of 
profi t,s from the aperation of its short.-li Yed mill• imnedia tel.y 
erected another mill on t he site of the first island mill and 
1 t started operations in 1872• the year the colll)sny was incor-
porated as the l.!enOlllinee Rh'er Lumber COlll?llJlY• Firs\ officers 
of the collt.)any were: W. ». Houghtaling, president; Be Williston• 
secretary and treasurer; and d~rectors Jesse Spalding. H. a • 
?orter, O. R. Johnson4 and F. B. Stockbridge. In 1875. 
operating onl~ in the sU111Der season, the mill cut 17 million 
fee t of lmiber. Its operations founded seYeral fortunesa 

?I, Ludindon Company Mill 

In 1856, the year that Hosmer and his nssociates started 



construction of the llew York mill at Menekaune , lselson 
Ludington of Chicago, :ii.a.rrison Ludington, later governor of 
Wisconsin, an~ Daniel ~ells, Jr . of Milwaukee started construc-
tion of a mill wriver on the Wisconsin bank, just below 
l!ission Foi:nt, n"ow known as :>unlap Square . 

This :i . Ludington Col'lll?all.Y mill started 0perations the 
next year, 1857, and in the following year Isaac Stephenson 
bought out iiarrison Ludington ' s quarter interest in the 
concern and started amassiJJg the greatest fortune in the 
history of the ?!enominee River. 

In 1863 .Anthony G. Van Scbaick ,urchased an eighth 
interest in tb~ concern from N~leon Ludington and Isaac 
Ste")ileuson later acquired ills eighth interest. T'ne mill 
remained the H. Ludington mill, but because of Isaac Ste.,hensf'lll ' s 
resident con."lecticn 1"1 th its operations it was knovm familiarly 
on the river as "Iker s Mi 11. n The company was one of tile 
most su.ccegsful i:i the history of lumbering on tho river here. 
Its urofits were largo and consistent and it suffered no &et--
backs by fire , a common fate of early frame sawmills stanaing 
at the hub of a lacery of sawdust covered roads and imrncdiatoly 
beside waste burners which showered them with S")er;cs. The 
1;. Ludington Coanany was incorporated in 1868 with iielson 
Ludington es '")resident. In 1876 Ludington still was president 
and Isaac l:tepiumson was vice-president. In 1876 the company 
owned BS,000 acros of timberland in Menominee end Oconto 
cCTUnties ane also o,med a water-po,1ercd saYIIDill on the 
3:scanaba ;1.iver four miles from its mouth. The O'OOrations near 
~scanaba at ~ells continue today under the administration of 
Senator Ste·)hcnson ' s estate as tile I. Ste:Jhenson Company, 
oper ating a big steam mill . In 1875 the No Ludington Company 
It.ill in Marinette cut 16, 800 , 000 feet of lunber. 

Kirby Mill 

The first water mill on the ?Jenominee :River, tr.at of 
Farnsworta & 3n.sh, was on the J.!arinette si~e . So was the 
first steaa: mill, t:i.at of the New York C,:mr_;,any. 3ut in 1856, 
tile same year that the New York mill started, Abner Kirby, a 
::;,lug-hatted, :;,l unging grain trader from illilwaukee, started 

construction of a sawmill on a sandbar in t ile V.e~omineo River 
on the 1Jenom1n,,e side cf the stream. 'lhe mill started 
operations in 1857 and sa,1dust and edgings from its sawing 
were d\lll'Qod about it until a sizable island had been ereated. 
It was called Xirby ' s Island. 3ventu.ally, the channel between 
the island and the mainland was filled. 

Kirby I s Island was first considered a port of ·u sconsin. 
l'f::ien the island was claimed under riparian rights by the offller 
of the adjacent t!ichigan mainland., the mainland frontage 11as 
purchased by the mill company and the island uas established 
as in i&iclli.gan domain. The site of tho mill is now a part of 
the Central lfest Coal Ccmpany I s yard. 

In 1859 Samuel M. Ste"Ohenson, who had first come to the 
Menominee River in 1856, became a 'Oartnur of ~rby in the mill 
one year after his brother Is~ac had ~urc:'lased a quarter 
inter est in t,1e 1;. Ludington Colll')any mill at i '.arinotte. 
Mr. Ste-,henson took full charge of the operations at lhe mill 
as Ur. X:irby continued his residence i n ~!i.baukce. Mr, Ste-ohenson 
later elected a United States Congressman from l.lichigan. built 
a huge house on Main Street, no,;: Sheridan ?.ood, not £ar from 
the mill . 

The Kirby-Carpenter Coaroapy 

In 1861 Augustus A. Carpenter and soon afterwards William 
o. Carpenter of C,li.cago came into the partnership lfi th fi rby 
and Ste ,.aenson and in 1872 the concern 11as incoruorated as the 
Kirby-Carpenter Cc1ml)any 17i th .4.. A. Caryenter os president aoo 
Samuel Ste ,nenson as vice-president. In 1867 the company built 
a new mill near its original mill . Part of the lateT mill stood 
until a few years ago. nio cut of tho two Zirby- Carpenter mills 
11as 35 million feet or more , annually. and these mills, like all 
those of tile day, did not operate in the winter months. ni.e 
Kirby- Carpenter Company also operated a barge line to carry its 
lumber to market at Cbic9&0, and a compaey store near its mill. 
'lhe company held 107,COO acres of land in 1876, 

The Kirby-Carpenter Company was outstandingly successful 
even in a period when big profits were com:non es the i,mibermen 



he:rvested 111 a relativoly few yoars tile tirobe:r rowth of 
ctonturies 11 t~ basin of the Henominoe :River. Dividends 
reacnod as ldgi.l as a half-million c.ollars a year on a 
eapitalization of $100,00C. 

Abner l:irby was one of the colcrful men on the river in 
the early lumbering days. An incident of his life gave rise 
to a comnon hail of teamsters in the logging camps: 11Wake me 
u:o when Kirby dies 11 The origin of the cry, pro oab ly fi c ti tious, 
is related by old timers was this. Mr. Kirby suffered a severe 
illness, and :us wife , after nights of attendance at his bed-
side, was exilaustcd. In desper ation she finally retired to 
her bed, telling another attendant: 11 i\'ake me up ,inen Kirby 
dies 1' 

Kirby was a plunger . "!hen he could not interest fellow 
businessmen in his ·)rojcct, be started construction of his 
first mill himself. ·.men he could not interest 1us ---,artners, 
the CaI":)en tors, in the com,any construction of a -vessel to 
trans'_'.)ort :I:irby-Caroenter lumber to C'J'.licago , he built the 
vessel ;limsclf. It was one of the most unorthodox craft of 
its tioe, .-ntl t . .et was one reason for lac!:: of his :partnors 1 

interest . ::irby built tae -vessel of squareti. timbers, do~1eled 
like a blocl.:'..1ouse . T'nus built she needed no silip' s knees or 
other cu:;tor..ary intrusions on cargo space anc. she had unusual 
carrying ca; ,aci ty fer her size. She was barque-rigged and 
she was nllJlled th-:? l!enominee . The vessel was constructed in 
the '.'Cirb:,-C.:r-_)e:ttor-millyard on t'!lo river, and fae night before 
her launciti..1g, a dance was held on deck, \ri t:i the town invited 
a:od ::,resP-nt . Tne Menominee carried 300, 00 feet of lumber . 

Kirby dis,osed of nortions of his interest in the Kirby-
Carpenter Com,an:,r fr= time to time to finance other operations 
and as ht' w.o so Sann.el Steuhenson and .he Car;cnters increased 
their holdings . William Hoimes, who came to ,;,te river in 1856 
with Samuel Ste1>henson, was connected with the business tbat 
became tile ;:irby-Carpenter Company from 1859 3ud eventually 
was gl ven C::1argo of all the vast woods o:pcrations. He built 
the mansion on Ogdon Avenue that is now tho Grace 3:_)iscopal 
cna,el. :olmcs Avenue is named for :um. ~7illialil Somerville , 
w!lo came to t:10 river in 1868, and for whom Somerville Avenue 
is nam,3c.., was foe ir:irby-Carponter bookk.cC9er. 
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Hackbone & :Boyqeu :'.i 11 

In 1854, two years before work 11as started on tho New York 
mill at Menekaune, iiackbone & 3oyden bui1 t a water mill on the 
llig Cedar River two miles upstream from the mouth. .After 
indifferently successful oper ations anc. several changes of 
ownership and failure it passed into the hands of the Marine 
:Bank of Chicago which sold it to J . I.!. Underwood of Chicago, 
who in 1862 put s. p. Saxton in charge of it. He remained at 
Cedar River. Tb.ere had been no logging in the Cedar River 
basin anc:. fine stands of ---,ine stood along the main river and 
on its cb.ief tributaries, Elwood Creek and Devil's Creek. 

Joel s. Fish of Green Bay bought Hackbone ' s interest in 
the mill t:W year it was built and sold it by deal s in 1854 
and 1855 to Samuel Hamilton and Sylvester~- Hamilton & 
Lynn's Operations were indifferently successful. Believing 
they could saw their timber at a 'Jrofit with a steam mill they 
constructed one at the mouth of tho !lig Cedar at the !'resent 
sito of the village of Cedar River. Toe water mill upstream 
was abaudone~ and left to ruin. It stood on the first rapids 
in the river. All evidences of its dam have been erased by 
time . 

Lynn sold his interest to Boyden e: Spinner, thus bringing 
one of the original partners bac.1<: into tho venture. This firm 
later sold to James Mccaffrey of Chicago. ne failed and the 
mill -gassed into the possession of tho J!arine :Bank of C;licago, 
as e;cplainec! abovo Mr. Saxton remained at Cedar River 
until tile fall of 1864 when he moved to Menominee. Hf' then 
took over John ~mby 1 s hotel here , eventually- selling to 
Samuel Ste :.>ilenson who erected the fameG. s. i!. Steuhonson Ho tel 
on tit'-' site. Enlarged, we imow it toa.ay as Hotcf Menominee. 
Underwood sold the Cedar P~ver mill to Jesse S~alding and 
Robert :.a\"/ of Chicago in 1862. 'lhe year before, Spalding 
had ::,urcilased an interest in the lle\7 York Lumber Compaey mill 
at Menckaune. La11 sold his interest in the Cedar River mill 
about 1864 to R. :S:. Porter of Chicago, unc tile following year 
acquired an interest in tho New York Cor.r_-,an,y. Spalding and 
Porter operated successf'ully at Cedar River, finally passi ng 
on iile prO!)erty to Lemoyne, Hubbard, & Wood, l'lhose mill was 
cutting 12,000,000 feet of lumber yearly at a profit in 1876. 
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(:lote: .About 1876 tho Spalding Company was again in cilarge uf 
lu::lber operations at Cedar River and northward. ) Years laa,r 
Samu.el Crawfor d and his sons David and Earl of Pigeon, Penn-
sylvania. ceme west and purchased the company• s holdings. 
Later the "ll"O'l)er ty 'llffl.8 purchased by David Crawfor d ,1ho r e tai.ls 
l:lllCh of it- today. The mill was destroyed by fire , r ebuilt, and 
burned. again in tho blaze whicb leveled mu.ch of the village in 
1926. It was not r ebuil t . 

Ludington. ·.vells. e. Van Schaick Connapy 

'.he biggest name in l umber on the MellQmiuee side of tho 
rt ver . after the lir by-CarpontQi' Co~any, in the early boom 
dajrs mi.; kl.di~ton , ',7ells, & Van Schai ck Company. A 
~..rbler S!lip formed by Daniel Wells, Harrison Ludington, 
isaac Ste->henson and Rober t Stephenson built its first mill 
in 1863 on the r i ver bailk near t he Kirby- Carpenter mill. It 
was knol'IIl as the R. Ste,h.eneon & Company mill and •1as consi der ed 
the finest mill on the river in its days, 11hich rrere ver y few. 
Built in 18€3, the mill was destr oyed by fire , n June 14, 1864. 

In 34 Mrl:ing da;,s the company erected a new mill and had 
it read7 to run. This construction feat was the uork of 
William s. Iagley, accr edited as one of the most skilled mill-
wrights in the north. :fe built a number of mills about the 
upper lakes. The village of Bagley was named for him. 

In 18€:3 Isaac Stephenson sold his interest in the company 
to .tntho:.iy G. Van Scbaick. Tb.e company was incorporated as the 
L~JlGton. 'fiells, & Van Scbaick Company in 1874, with Rarris,·n 
::.udington ae its president; Daniel i1ells, vic~resident; 
-'ntilony Van Schaick, secretary- treasurer; and Robert Stephenson, 
superintendent. 

I n 1871 the comoany bought the Gilmore mill on the point 
where the Uenominee River enter ed the bay at the approximate 
site of tile uresent Ann J.rber Railroad carferxy slip. The fiery 
fate which bad destroyed the concern I s first mill upriver claimed 
taeir purcilase in the same year they acquired it. For 1871 was 
the year of the disastrous Peshtigo fire. It dest1·oyed the 
Gilmore mill and the Ludington, Wells, & Van Schaick compaDY 

1$7 

order ed a new mill erected near tho some site. It v:os completed 
in 1873, a year of money panic that curtailed the comJany 1s 
operations. Both the new Ludington, Viells, & Von Scnaick mill 
had a long, successful. history as sawmills went hore . It 
could cut 22 , 000, 000 feet of lunber a yJar, and this, with the 
13, 000, 000 feet capacity of tbe upriver mill gave the company 
a total capacity of 35, 000 , 000 feot a year. nie big Ludington, 
Wells, & Van Scha.ick building stood until t.-i... last decade , its 
big red frame housing the operations of the Dormer Fish Company. 
I t was r azed by its last owner, the Eoskin Fayer Company to 
!)rov1de moro s tor ago room in the noslcin yare.. 

'Iho Ludington, r7clls , & Van Schaick Connany1 like the 
lirby- Car:,ontor Company and most other mill firms here, operated 
a connany store, one of tho largest on the river . The company 
owned 75, 000 acrP.s of timber land in Uenominoe and Oconto 
counties in 1876. 

Small Mills Create Villages 

It was inovi table that s;;,all sa\"111lllls nhould be started in 
the au.land as ambitious operators of small means sought their 
fortunPs . There were many such mills and they wore chiefly 
rc1Monsibl~ for th~ creation of the small coimrunities in Menominee 
county today, nearly all of which hav.: a lumbering past. !lhesc 
smaller operations were resident, providing labor for men who 
built homos that mushroomed into com:runities. !!he operations of 
the big mill collt_?anies away from their mills here offered only 
\Toods Y1ork. This brought on some settlement in its wake, but 
was not strongly conducive to commmi ty founding like tbe start-
ing of sal"lllli.11s 'f;hich requir ed sizable resident crows. Logging 
was transient , for the camps moved on as the timber was exhausted.. 

Mill on Little liiver 

One of the earliest of these small mills nas that of Anson 
:Bangs, constructed.on the Little River, a branch of the Menominee, 
which meanders north in sight of Highway 577 . It crosses Higbrray 
U8-4l near liansen, above Bir ch Creek. llangt> 1 mill was about five 
miles from Menominee, a water mill, ,,hich was a failure and soon 
abandoned. Judge Eleazer s. Ingalls and Timothy Cole acquired 



the ">l'OU"rt~- in l' 70, re·,air··" it ,-1.., ins tallcJ. s..ingle aaws 
anc. onctlumber s~w. It wo.s cssontieEy a shingle mill, oper-
ating u.1c'.or the nome T. Cole & Company, It ran th..,,t 71intor 
1870-71 ane. inl.o the snring, but drought nad reduced tne Little 
River to a tric~le and halted cill operations in the summer of 
1871. That fall the Pcsbtigo firr. destroyed it. This little 
mill did not f'atLer a community, but others were to follow 
that did. 

~ley & Boswell ili.11 Beside Green 3a,y 

In 1857 T."illiam 3:. 3agley, the milhrri;;ht , and William 
G. Boswell built a mill on the snore of Green Bay near the foot 
of ?~n~illy Street, named for Robert PenGilly, storekeeper for 
tLe Kirby-Carp,mtor Company, v,hose big store was at t:m eouth-
east corner of SJ.arid.an Road at ?enGilly Street. 'me Bagley 
& Boswell mill was notable in Menominee historJ for three 
reasons. 

It 11a:; the first shingle rr.ill constructed i:1 tho City 
of !.'.e~->minoe, alt~ough other "arlicr mills on t:1.e river had 
manufactured s.lingles, first from white pine and later from 
Ym tc ced.2-r . 

. It lawiched i,1to s,ecialization of the lumber inciustry 
nere -; .. a• ITT s to bring cedar ~ards, ,1aning mills, etc., of 
i.1divitl~l c1-::ier::;hi9 anci op<Jration and .1.et as uni.s of big 
sav,mill o-,orations. 

It was tho first , a.~d perhaJs the only, sa17C.ill here 
ever dci;tro:ed b:,· ice . T:w cotliion fate of savrwi:!.ls r.as 
des tr-..J.ction 'o;r fi:-e . 

In l85t, oue ;:ear after its construction, ;:enry Nason and 
John G. Bos, oll bought th., Bagley & Bosr1ell mill. Tho:.r cn,erated 
it, in season, -u:itil A1ril of 1861 w:ien a remarkable ice shove 
on Grt:on Ba;:· ·Jiled a great ridge of cakes U:J ,m fa~ beach, 
crushing al:eic,osed buildings at the water ' s edge 17.:ierc the 
mill was str:idir.g. l:ason and his far.:ily lived in a small 
d119lling aei r -~ oi.11 and he and his family uorc at ,breakfast 
when an alarm sounded. Ice Y1as then ryiling up on t!le mill, 
which was flattcn~d u:iter weight of the ice. '.:ll.e Rason 
house, too, v;-as c:rushed by tho wind-moved avalanche. 

In the samo year, la6l, i.:asou re-entered shingle manufac-
ture, constructing a null in the fell on an i sbnd in the 
Menominee Riv~r which is ':norm toda;r as P.ailroac. Island because 
tho tracks of the C'iucago .:. :Jorthwestern a.,C:. the Yilwaukee 
roads cross it. The new mill was completed and operations wer e 
started in the s-oring of 1862; but the jinx •hat had destroyed 
Hason I s first mi 11 on the shore was with hlm s ti 11. \ihi le the 
crew 17as at dinner on a hot July day the mill was destroyed 
by fire . 

Strauss Mill on the Bay Shore 

In 1860, three years after Bagley & Boswell built the 
first mill on the bay shore, Simon Strauss, who had previously 
dealt in gooc.s, gr oceries , and furs in J,,enominee , sought 
the larger )l"Ofi ts of tM lumber business. He bui 1 t a sa\711ll. 11 
on a si to \lhlch is new included in }bnominee 3each Park, 
com2leti,,g tile s.rt1Cturc ant starting operations in the follo,.-
ing year, 1861. :But Strauss I success behind the counter was 
not d;zplicated behind the lumber piles whlch his mill cr eated 
on a dock ti:u-..isting out into Green Bay. ThE> r emains of this 
old doc..~, a hazard to navigation at the entrance to the Menominre 
Yacht Harbor, TTere removed recently by a government dredge • 
Strauss • mill aid not prosper, and aft0 r t.To years he closed it. 

iiilliam ::ccartney afterv,ard bought the mill and ran it 
for a season or two and th':ln sold it to John L . Buell 1,ho spent 
a lot of rnone:r on new machinery and other ilJDrovcr.ients for the 
mill . 3uell failed too, and the mill "'.)assod tarough sev~ral 
hands , At one time E. Ste-,henson & Co~ o•·tnE>d a half interest 
in it and operated it. Clinton B. Fay anl Charles H6 Jones 
ran i;:. for awhile, passing it on t1i David :H. Jones & Company, 
TThich went bankrupt. Ramsay l: Jpnes ouerated the mill in the 
period of lumbering decline here, and continued on the site 
with operation of an ice and coal business. The ol.d mill 
building, Y!ilich stood in the heart of the business district 
of the city beside a hideous, s:9ark- belching metal burner 
rising from a big pier o:f masonry, lingered on after sawmill days. 

Mill at Ingallston 
In the fall of 1866 Charles B. Ingalls and Judge Eleazer 



s. I.igalls, th~ latter the maternal grandfather of Attorney 
Meredith p . Sawyer, built a small sawmill in Ingallston Townsaip 
near th., shore on Jeattio Croc. In the winter of 186?- 68 
Judge Ingalls sole his interest to his ?artner, w~o O?erated 
it alone for a season and then sold it to Barnard & ii'yley, who 
failed on tile ·,urc::iase contract . It was o-.,erated by Carter & 
Jones anci. fi:iaily Jesse L . :iamilton who ran it on a contract 
with Charles Ingalls until the s91"ing of 1874, w:ien it was 
tlestroyed by fire . 

R, Witbeck Colll':>anY Mill 

In 186? another of the Menominee Ri"f'8r 1 s big sal'llllills was 
co:r.st:--~cted 1>;, :!:>aniel 'Jells, Jr ., of Y.ilwaukee and Ancrew 
Ste,hens.:m a::i: Lo'..is Gram of !Larinette on '1alllilton t, if.erryman Is. 
in t'.arinette . Ste'Jhenson and Gram aft~rwards solci. their 
i=tcrost to ?red. ~-;.r:viy and Henry Witbeck anc'. in 1370 the 
C011ltlany was incor;:,o;:ated as the ii, \71 tbeck Co , In 1375 tile 
connany sawed 15, 5(),1,000 feet of lumber and 01mcci. 53, )OQ acres 
of ·timberland. T.1e mill was col!lllonly callod the Fred Carney 
till . 

Other lli.lls 

In 1660 a small mill for the sawing of shingles 11as built 
in Menokm:.-ie by GP.or.;e ?'..art thornc . I t r1as dos troyed b:,· the 
?eshtigo fire of lo?l . 

In 1866 ·:nlirun :.~cCartncy built a mill on t:1£l l'.arinotte 
1110.a of the l'iver below the site cf Carney ' s mill constl'uctcd 
tho next year, and O?,rox1mately behind th.~ ~resent ~ite of th!' 
Laucr:nan Athletic :Field. It, ~~as a shingle mill end it 11as razed 
by tae firo cf 1871, but McCartney rebuilt in the surniroer cf 1872 
and resumod operations, evontuall7 selling to Scofield & .Arnold. 

In 1870-71 tile mill- building William E, :Bagley ant\ Daniel 
CoI'I7, ~..ho ct:i:Dc to th, river in 1e47 and was ~ssociatcd ~~th 
the 1:-:m Yo:.-k Lumb.)r Co10;?any, formed a ,artners.'lip and constru<r 
ted a big ,laning, sas.11 and door mill on the high bo.nk of the 
u~:iominee P.iver in l'.ari:1ette not far fror.: th.:i HcCo.rt:ie!' mill . 
::.,:i mill r.ad been operating only a few months when it was 
d.E,stroyed by th~ fire of October 8, 1871. 

Hamil to_n-i~erryman Com-,~ 

In 1866 t:1e Ea"!lilton-:.lcrryman Com,any built its big mill. 
on Hamilton o: EeITylllan Island in the river en tnc Marinette 
side at the foot of Stanton Street. This firll' , i::icorpc.rated in 
1872, like t:1e E. Witbeck CollJ!)~, uas a ·oit, ooeratcr on the 
Menominee iliver, sav1ing 12, 700,C00 feet of lumber in 1875 and 
owning 50, 000 acres of timberl:lnd in !.'.enomince and Cconto 
counties . The company constructed a shingle mill near its 
saVllllill aft~r the main unit hod been in operetion for some 
years. 

In this :9eriod a planing, sash "nd door ,,.,ill !':as built 
-,n Ste-1hsnscn Island in the ri var by ·.1i 111nm Goddard and 
asscciates. The island 170S also tne first site of D. Clint 
Prescott's mnohina sho'O :ind foundr,,·, m'.IJ'lufecturing s,,1,mill 
mnchin:3ry . T:10 foundry Yrlls 1~ tor mov- :d to v n.::, btd.lciing on 
l.4ain Street, lfarinette end is still standing. Still later 
the Pl'escott plant was moved to Menomi:iee . 

Bar at :':outh 

For years aft.,r steam sawmills beg:in sloshing logs from 
the ~!enomince :?J. ver volley 1>im·rie s into 11.llllber, the lumbe,r 
had to be t~::cn out cf the:, riv::r on flot sccns, ,ullec;. by 
steam t'U(;s, to be loaded into vessels, ricing at anchor in 
Green 3ey off th,. river rr.outn . A saw bu- , t the mouth of tho 
J;onominee :.iv.::r ba.lkod entry cf doeu draft vessels into the 
river 11he1·e all tho oarliost c.:f th,..-mills were located. Whon 
the steam tug :3ob !!ill,, was bought at Blll'falo and brcught up 
the lakes for use in tho river hero , it had to work for 
s~veral da..vs cuttine; through the ri var mouth bar with its 
propeller wash before it could enter the rivor. 

Picket Fences 

Bull:: of fao ')ine cut in early sawmills on the t:cnC'minc~ 
River 1Yont into wide Ylidth, long length board, inch thick, 
rough sawed. l'imbors , Joists, and two-by- fours were the 
eormnon ci.imension stock. An illll)ortant si~eline of early mills 
was ?ick.ets of white pine for the iMumerable :picket fences 
that bordered urban properties in the lato nineteenth century. 



In 1:-.16 the Xirb~•- Ca:r::,enter COlll)a:lY mill cut 456 , 5?0 :_Jickets, 
the Ludington, ~1ells, & Van Scbaick Colll!.)a.:i;r mill 120,000 
pi eke.ts, tile 3'.. ii'i tbeck Co1:ipany mill 300, 000 :,ickets, tho 
Hamilton-Merryman mill 120, 000 pickets. Lath too, became an 
illlportant i tcm of manufacture in the early mills. 

Lemoyne , Hubbard, & "r'ioods 

In 1874 i.emoyne, E.iobard, & ~roods , wilo .had boUe;ht the mill 
at Cedar River and a great tract of woodland ~lc:ig the Cedar 
lii ver stretciling i;i to the upper confines of d1c.t is no11 i!enominee 
county, built a su.nll sawmill at 5!:>alding, 1ihich 110.s named fer 
Jesse S,,alcling who hac.. T)UTChased the mill at the mouth of tho 
Cedar Pi ver in 1862. Cedar P.i ver flowed tMougb Spalding and 
doTII! it .;ame the logs tilat sU'!):;>lied the mill built by Lemoyne, 
!!ubbard, & 1'ioods. T"ne Chicago & !forth·1estern built its line 
through s..,-:ilding in 1871-72. ':he railroad and tile ne·.1 sawmill 
of Lemoyne , ;':ubbard, c ·.7oods built two years after t:ic construc-
tion oft~~ railroad, combined to give Spalding and its twin 
village, Pol'lers, t.i.eir roal start in comnunity growth. (The 
s,,alding Cor.:,eny carried on extensive operations for many years 
after 1876 in tile north part of tho county and through Cedar 
River . ) 

Mellen Smith Mill 

In tho fall of 1872 Mellen Smith built a. shingle mill on 
the bay shore in the toffllship of Ingallston, which was then 
much larc;er tl1an the Ingallston TownshiTJ of 1940. ' '."non !ngallston 
YTas la1;c::- c,sved W) ir.to several tovmshins one of t.1em was 
named for !Jellen Smith. lie know it to~ as Uellen To1711ship. 
H lies nort:!l of llcnom:.nco to,mshi-., in the middl:i of tho county 
and has t,10 villages, Wallace and ingalls. i>i'•llen Smi th 1s mill 
on the ba:r silorc was only threo--quart<?rs of a mile from tho 
Ingallston township sal'llllill built in 1866 by Charles 13. Ingalls 
and Eleazer s. Ingalls and destroyed by fire in 1874. The 
village of I:r-.galls ,:a.s named for Jud&e Ingalls . Aft ... r some 
years of o:;:ic:re.tions on the ba;r shore. J.!cllcn Smith mo·,ed his 
shingle mill inla.,d and shi;:ned out his shingles by the railroad 
which 11as built by tfil Chicaco & 1;ort!lwes ter.i line throu,;h the 
cou..:t:• in 18',;_ . To his later inla,,d operatioru; is traced tho 
con~ecti"n c-f ~z llen S::ti th vri th th:i mid-county area w:lich was 
lptcr n:.."T.~d io-· M.m .. 

l&o 

Other ~:ills in Ingalls 

In 1874 s. L. :Benjamin built a sh~le mill 18 miles 
north of ~!enominee on the new railroad line at uhat 11e know 
today as Ingalls . And:rew Lundquist built t::ie second mill at 
Ingalls in 1877 ana. Morwood Bo11ers, tho lawyer, bUilt a mill 
there in 1&80 vi!lich was destroyed by fire in 1883. In that 
sam'- year, 1833, Ira Carley and F.dr,ard L . Parmenter, for whom 
Parmenter Street in Menominee was named, bUi 1 t a samni 11 at 
Ingalls, of Y14lich Mr. Carli>y was sole cwne:r after 1892. A 
mill, built by cr. Cerley and long knoVIIl as Carley I s 11:ill 
carried on onerations beside the Little Cedar River. Its 
l ast omicr was Thomas Finn of llarinette. 

John \V. ~Tells Lumber CollIT)~ 

In the fall of 1875 a man started construction of a mill 
on the bay sbore, north of thn charcoal furnace built by the 
HenomiUDe Iron Cor.t)a?ly in 1872 at foe foot of Fish Court. as 
name becwne "'1e greatest in later i!enominee lumbering. He was 
John W. :ells, :ir£t associated be=e \Tith the Girard Lumber 
Comoany. T:1e mill stood on the a,,roximate site of the J . ~. 
·:olls samnill today on Forth St~te Street. T'ne Girard Lumber 
Cotll!Jany 17US tile fororunner of th!' big J . ::. •:ells Loo.ber 
Coll!T)any ,1~1ch o-o~ratee. a saiTClill and lw.rdwood flooring mill 
hore .mtil a disastrous million dollar fire in 1931. The 
flooring plant and a srtall sa•:nni.11 v;~ro rebuilt after the fire 
and l,.., com,,a."7' is operating today, although not 11i th the great 
-;;,roduction it maint ained before the fire . Its current -oroduc-
'tion is largely restricted to ha:rdnood flooring . .A. c: ':."ells 
and Bal .h ·.1. ·:ell s , sons of the late John 0:::. ;7ells , now nead 
thi.3 business. John~;. Uells State Park at Cedar River, one of 
tho finest virgin forests in the peninsula, memorialized 
John:;. '.lells. It was the gift of hls children to the State 
of 'Michigan. 

Bagley & Copp Llill 

In 1872 William E. :Bagley aDd »:igar M. Copp bUil t a 
planing, sash and door mill on the bank of tho bayou which ran 
along Kirby Stroot, north of Ogdon Avenue, near the .Alanson F. 
Lyon nomo and operated the business until 1874. In the S1llll!ller 



of i;hat :,·Mr th'J ,:rtn-::r built a.'lotncr ,1an1ng mill between 
Uain Street , no\"T Sheridan Road., and the bay S:'lore south of 
PenGilly Street. The new mill was operated only ono season. 
The coney -:anic of 1874 killed the onterprioe in its infancy. 
The machi:iery was taken from tho mill and shi:>9ed to Stevens 
Point, T.isconsin for installation in u mill there and the 
:Bagley & Ce:,:s:, mill buildings 'hore were abandoned. 

~enominee :Ba.y Snor e Lumber Co . 

In 1881 StO")hen c. ?".all of Muskegon, J8111'Js A. Crozor, and 
,. , A, .Armstrong of Menominee or ganized the l!enominec :Say Shore 
L-...'llber Compmy anci. started construction of a mill . 'nle compa:ay 
o,:,er .. ted s'li.ccessfully until 1888 when it was reorganized, 
several ne,. member s being ad.mi tted to the CCXI!!.JaDY• In 1887 
and 1888 tLC mill was largely rebuilt and new machinery 
installed, bringing its sawmill equipment to three band saws, 
and making it ontJ of J.'.enomi .1ce ' s big mills . Equi:9m,Jnt inclw:led 
two 10-block shlngle macnines, a sawmill museum i tom today. 
T'cese cirel:.lar machines carried 10 shingle bolts ovor the saTI, 
consumins E tremendous amount of timber an& ·Jrocucing a 
:;,rodigious quantity of shingles . When virgin big timber became 
scarce :1er~ t:11 10-bloek mac~ines Ytore ci scardcd anc. finally 
the C:oublo block machines 'l'lere junked too, and ollc single block 
shingle sa,· is standard today in the few remaining shingle 
mills in ~ie area. 

T::le i-lenominee :Say Shore Lumber Counaey's of:fieo, barns 
anc y.:,rd stock re:·e C:estro;•ed b;-r fire on July 21, 1 :95, but 
m. t., little :Untra.,ce to the colll'?any I s mi 11 O"Jora tions. The 
company cor.structed extensive docks on Gr!len :Bay of cdgi11gs 
and other rrill waste . Moat of them have been washed aTlay by 
tile seas since th" company abandoned operations here and moved 
its mill to SO?:irton, \fi sconsin, about 1903. 

A. vr. Clark & Comoany 

In 1893 Alfred Y:. Clark, a Canadian 11ho c;.:me to Menominee 
from Detroit in 1888 to ta"lce a job in E. p . :Barrun·d1s sa'm!rl.11, 
a>id ?red 7. . :Balcer organized the firm of A. \7. Clar~ & Co . and 
co:istructee a ~od~r~te sized factory. The ulant manufactured 
catch blocks from 2-inch lumber and sawmill. trimmings. The 

bloc,:s were sold to the Diamond !-:a ten ConMany for match manu-
f ac ture at its ,lants in Oshkosh and other cities. The 
Diamond Cor.,pany· la tor constructed e match block factory of its 
ovm in Menominee . In recont years t;-us served tho Menominee 
L'Ulllber Yard as a warehouse for a time and was being used as a 
garage by the Northwest Truck Line wttil it was destr oyed by 
fire . 

In 1397 Clark bought :asker ' s interest in the firm 'l'lhich 
had added a shingle mill to its operations in 1894. Clark 
enlarged the plant and branched out bto other lines of r1ood 
manufacture . The factory was raised to three storiP.s , a 
warehouse ond dry kiln •,,ero added r~'ld oa,imill equi:,ment 110s 

installed in the shingl~ mill. The connnny S·)CCiclized in 
ciressed lumb"-'r, mouldings, and otner finishing lumber, and 
beaket bottoms. Eventually it took ov.:-r the old Pnngborn 
s l eigh fr.ctory to house its output of barrels. 

Kinds of 1,oods Cut 

The earliest lumbermen in the Menominee Ri vcr valley cut 
only wili te ,ina. Other woods were h?.1-;. rolati vcly value-
leos at fir~t . 'i"AC uine seemed virtually inexhaustible , but 
the treo:ondous volume of lo5e.ing had eX:iausted it in two or 
three deco.des. Thon lun'.>err.:en turned to other woods passed 
by in the first cuttings. ,fomlock was lfo. 2 wood, for it could 
be floated :ml river log drives were still the favored method 
of' t;e~ ting logs from the forest to the mill. 

'lhe Hardwoods Industries 

Hardwoods could not bo noated. 'nlcy sank to tho bottom 
w:ien rolled into streams. i:lllions of feet of fine hard,70od 
logs \1ero rec;;:lessly burned in early lend clearing 03>eratione 
for lack of merchantability. ~ardwo,d lands were favored for 
farming, for hardwood is usually found. growing in tho vir gin. 
state in richer soils than t:10se of ;he ·-Jinelands. And hard,-
wood s~s rot out quickly in the soil, ·· a vital factor in the 
laborious '170rk of clearing land. 'Hhi te ,,ine stumps, on the 
other hand, wi 11 remain in the soil m. th little decay for 
decades. 



).n earl7 .ir~··:ct here for hardwoods vrer" . til9 c:wrcoal 
kiL'ls great fiel dstone "bcehives11 17hich 
were filled with fine hardwood and firod. ~-- "' _ 
Today most o f the timber so con~u:ned ~;,~ . ..,._-:.:.;;' V • ,.; -.,.~-
would be used for :finishing and veneer ( ' ;. · }.~ ,-t.;.\ 
woods. After the coming of the railroad~:.,. ~. ':~, • Ill, • 
in 1872 har~wood was used not only for 
charcoal , but could be hauled to the 
mills for manufacture into flooring, barrel staves, and many 
other ,roducts. 

The Lumbermen I s Unit of Land l,ieasure 

~e great swampland stands of ,1hi te codar , like the 'hard-
wcods ...id soft11oods vii th the exceotion of white 'Jine , wer e 
largely nee;lccted in the earliest· logging exce~t- for local 
needs of fence construction and similar uses. It ,,as the 
colllllon practice of the big lumbering comoanies to buy l~ge 
tracts of tim~erland, the section being the standard 'Wlit of 
purchase, v,nereas the II forty'' is the conman unit of farmland 
measurement. Indeed, somo mill coumanies bought land by the 
townshi:o, t:iln t is in blocks of 36 sections, containing 36 
square miles of land. A section of land is a square mile, 
containing 640 acres . 

Cedar Swamplands Cut 

Aft"?r the '!:l ig mill co11t2anies had logged the timber they 
lesired or. t .eir la.nos - the Y1ork was often done for them on 
con~ract by job'!:Jers - they of~n still had sizable holdings 
of cednr am: other woods. ",here the mill connanies 1 ')urchases 
of timberlands in later years became more selective and specific, 
cedar swa,m,s still remained in their virgin state. In the last 
tr.o decades o~ t.1~ nineteenth century axes began to ring in 
the cedar swamps, long the favored winter range of white tailed 
deer, for d, or ,,.,r-i in the swamos in midwinter ~nd bro'1se on 
ced::ir. T'!l~ cc:dar n:on 11er'l a closs :roart from the Gawmill men 
of the lumb,1ring era. Many of the big mill colll')nnies logged 
everyth:.n,; on t nci~ l.mds, 1113Jlufacturing cedar JOsts and poles 
alor.g vri t '!: t heir lumbe~·, but, for the moGt ·,art, the cedar 
we11t t o ini p-,,,,nclc"lt cedar yards, not connec-tcd with thn samnill 
fir:nc. 

The cedar business became an illl'Oortant adjunct of the 
lumber trade as need for its ~rooucts grew. Telegra-ph and 
tel ephone lines requir ed poles . There was little timber in 
the nrairie states and with the develot)ment of farms the 
need for line fences increased and there was a steady demand 
for the rot-resisting white cedar nos ts. At the turn of the 
century the cedar block pavement was a note of elegance on 
the main streets of Midwest cities. The i.>Osts wer e sawed in 
short lengths and set upright to form a ,,avement which became 
rubbly under wear but which was smoother t~an cobbl estones 
in the p~c- concrete period. Lath was manufactured from cedar 
slabs cut off in railroad tie manufacture an<i. there was a small 
market for cedar lumber, chiefly for small boat manufacture. 

Tile Lindsley ~rothers Cedar Yards ~nd Others 

One of the earliest big cedar yards in },'.cnominee was that 
of George L. and Edward A. Lindsley, operating as Li ndsley 
Brother s . In the winter of 1894-95 George L. Lindsley started 
buying and selling cedar products here, taking his brother as 
a partner in his enterpr ise in 1895. In Se,tembe:r 1896 Lindsl ey 
Brothers :;;,urcbased the business of A. L. Lewis & Co. at Goll, 
ITisconsin, on the W'iaconsin & i,ij,c.1igan :Railroad eight een miles 
from Menominee . The railroad is gone now and Goll an all,-but-
forgotten "ey stop. Tho Le17is ,, r operty at Gol l included yards, 
camps, general store , office, timberlands, and s t.Jmpage. '!be 
business Jrospered and in 1898 Lindsley Brothers bought the 
yard of De".7i t ;; :BroTIIl Cedar Oompan,y in the northern part o! 
Menominee as it was at that time. The yard was just south of 
the Lloyd ~!anufacturing Company ' s big plant site on the bay 
shor e and it became the headquarters of tile Lindsl ey oper ations 
which wer e extensive. 

In 1899 Lindsley Brothers had 60, 000 :,osts and .,,oles in 
their l.!anominee yard and in the yard at I.le.Allister, '.':isconsin 
on the Wisconsin & Wi chigan :Bai lroad 11hi cil they had started 
the year before, constructing a general store to 9er ve the 
little cormnmity at the cedar yard, they stocked 8, 000 mor e 
posts and poles . At the original yard at Goll the 1899 stock 
inventory included 10, 000 posts and poles. The firm dealt 
e s:tensi vely in cedar shingles and cedar blocks, cut from stock 



1r:11cn l"as -.10.:g tJ."' !c'hore of '}r-1en 3~:· no-·t .. of Bcnominee 
and raft.:<l. ,<:- firm I s ?~enominee jard in booms towqd by 
steam tugs. Sru.".llllents of th• firm in 189~ incl~ed more than 
200,000 ')Oles alone , some of them 70 feet in length and 
requir ing tv,o railroad cars for transpor t. 

'lhe Lindsley l'ard in Menominee , cover ing 10 acr es, was 
sold to :Raber & '.7atson, a Chicago cedar firm, which in tin-n 
sol d to Samu.el Crawford & Son of Cedar River . This firm 
used it as an outlet for their cedar cutting O'lerations at 
Cedar Riv-ar, br inging stock f r om Cedar River to the local 
yard by water for r ail l oading here . There was no railroad 
servillg Cedar River and the local railroad was a vital link 
ir t~"! Crawford Ol)er ations. The tie and lath mill nas been 
rezed a.id tbe wide t r ack which served the firm' s big derrick 
is gone. 

'lhe cedar yard of Dlwarci. E. Ayer of Chica.go was another 
early establishment of the trade i n Menominee . It "as located 
just south of ,he p r esent site of the Lloyd llanufacturing 
Com:;,an.y I s big :,,lant on the bay shore. .Ayer conducted cedar 
YIU'ds in ;.:~:nominee, at Chicago and in Alpena and Cheboygan, 
!!icr.igan. lie . as rated one of the largest cedar o::.,erators 
in ti.le :.:ic.~1est. 

This firm was succeeded here and elsol7here by Raber & 
:~atson of C:dcago, a firm composed of p . ·a. Raber ancl A. D. 
Watson of C:'\i.cago , ebout 1996. The ne~ firm acquired the 
:_:>r~erty of Jo~iovan & 0 ' Connor , samnill ( single mill) 0:_:>erators , 
on ;,ie oay S.'\.OFe , including docks and :i,iling grounc.s. Much 
of the firm I s stock was shi .,,-_,ed to i i.s l.!enominee yard from 
cuttings a.long ti..e bay by v,ater, particularly t ie cuts and 
posts, both by tvl7ing and by scows. The firm bought cedar 
tnroughout the ;eni:1sula . It bought cedar stum::,Jage from the 
Soo to :ironwood anc. let contracts for its cutting to jobbers. 
It also oougi:lt consider able stock from farmers and s;nall 
independent jobbers. Annual shi-oment of stoclc from t:w local 
yard of Raber & Wat son in its heyday averaged 100,000 to 
150, 000 poles, 500, 000 ties and about 400, 000 -.,osts . The 
local Operations flere managed by Arc::Ue V. Freeman. 

- Jean Worth 

THE S0:IG OF THE: SAW 

By Jennio R. Skidmore 

(Reprint ed from the Manorniru:e Democrat. Augu.s~ 1890 . ) 

'l'he mills were all running a race one day, 
The city shook en, th their steadfast hum, 

'lll.ere were men on the str eets an<i on the quay, 
The busiest scene in Cnristendom. 

'lhere were men in t:n..~ mills and on the spiles 
Men on the 11booi:&-sticks" in the II sl ips"• 

'!here ~,er e men on the golden lumber piles 
Calmly l oading the waiting ships. 

i\en on the r afts far out in t,10 bay 
Silhoustted against th~ blue. -

Agile os squirrels, oh. w.fll't cared they 
Now and then for a dip or two ? 

' Tnas a scene of action, energy, life, 
Yet wi tba.1, of system, order end low, 

And above the tumult , turmoil, and strife 
There fitfully rose, The Song of the Sow. 

"Whirl I whirl I ye wheels in your giddy round J 
Bite I bite ! ye teeth in my iron jow J 

Plunge J plunge l r rods with o. rhythmic sound J 
The Wor ld awaits the frJ.i ts of the ~a-u J 



I 

Tnere are boats to be bui lded to sail tne sea, 
T'nore are towns that lag for the woodland spoil, 

T'nere are raill•oads pl'ojected that wait for me , 
On, on, nor think of a :oause in the toil J 

' Tis not now as in days when I learnt to sing, 
When the Red man roved 'neath the forest trees, 

When the shy deer fell at the arrow's ping l 
.And the dug-outs rocked with ea.ch shifting breeze. 

Gone are the deer and the stately pine, 
The ·vainted chief and the drudging squaw, 

Gone are -the wigwams, leaving no sign -
Frightened away by the Song of the Saw. 

As tl'i.e sirens sang to the sailors of old, 
.And lured them to death o ' er the summer sea, 

I sang to the world - to the free and the bold -
llut lured them to weal th and prosperity J 

.And the ~ngineer with his fertile brain, 
The sturdy mechanic with ready hands, 

'lhe merchllnt ever ready for gain, 
Came flocking to listen fran other lands. 

, .. 
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And !lllon came printers, te~chers, ~rut ~riests, 
Doctors and judges - ond man of the lpw 

With their pros roid cons; they admitted at least 
Not one could plead like the Song of the So.w l 

.And behold the city, - str eet on str eet 
Of tasteful villas and brilliant stor es I 

The graceful br idges, the hor ses fleet, 
The g l eaming shipping along the shor es . 

The schools with their t r oops of girls and boys, 
.Anc,. the church STJiree r ising toward the sun, 

The railr oad depots 'bustle and noise ; -
All lit by the br ain of an Edi son l 

Then whirl, ye wheels i n your giddy r ound i 
Thon bite, ye tee th in my iron jaw , 

T'nen plunge, ye rode, wi th a r hythmic sound , 
'lhe 11orld awaits the fruits of the Saw I' 

So sang tbe Saw to the surging throng, 
Oh, forever the same may i ts burthen be , 

Long may it cheer the free and the str ong, 
For the name of the song is Menominee. 



THE CHARCOAL INDUSTRY 

i3y Joseph B. Gucky • 1940 

Dilapidated charcoal kilni; are still found in various 
parts of Menominee County. historic monuments to one of the 
-oioneer industr ies. The dome-shaped charcoal kilns look liloo 
igloos, and touri sts often ask if Indians or the early 
settlers nad to construct igloos of stone to survive the 
severe winters of this north country. By interviewing pioneer 
residents now living in liarri s Township, the writer has 
gathered the histor ical facts assembled here. 

i!ost of the charcoal kilns in Menominee county were 
cons,ruc t ed of brick or flat stone in an igloo shacie and were 
made during tile clecad.e of 1880 to 1890 for the !)\ll1)0se of 
manufacturing active charcoal for use in steel blast furnaces. 
From four to six kilns were usually constructed near a rail-
road in close proximity to a hardwood forest. i'lherever feasiblo, 
the kilns were built along hillsides to facilitate filling 
of the kilns vri th logs as the kilns are filled from the top; 
otherwise, an elevated platform was constructed. 

Ea.ch kiln was a,,~roximately 25 fee t in diameter at its 
base gradually tapering upward to a height of 20 feet to the 
dome-cap wi:.ich was about 10 f ee t in diameter . '£here were two 
large openings in ea.ch kiln, one at tho top of the kiln and 
the other at the bottom. The top opening was a-ryproximately 
four feet nigh and five feet wide and faced the hillside or 
elevated ~latform and was used to receive all of the wood-cuts 
or logs. - The bottom o:pening was slightly larger than the top 
and was used to start the fire in the kiln and later to carry 
the charcoal out of the kiln. About fifteen four-inch square 
openings, called air-vents . were located two feet apart all 
arOUild the ~ln abo"llt tilree feet from the base of the kiln. 

To fill the kiln preparatory ,o the manufacture of 
charcoal the l'Ulllber men would cut green or dry hardwood trees 
into four-foot lengths . Maple trees were ~reforred, although 
beech, ash anG others were used. The wood-cuts were hauled 
to the kilns by horses. The wood- cuts were dr<>p!>ed into the 

kiln through the top opening. Each 9iece of wouu.. was 
piled parallel to the ground floor around tho kiln in two 
concentric circles. The vacant center circle, 
approximately 8 feet in diameter , was filled /~"~J, 
with dry !::ind ling wood. in most ins tanca s / ,s..: • •. r-#-
ced.a:woocl plus brands from a preVious _,_ ~::_.:;: 
'burning. A small tunnel was made from ,!:";..,.,-,~~-:. ~::---,.:.A-
the large o:,ening at the bottom of the-f.. :<-:-·:{ (•"!:'----.?>~ !.;( 
kiln to the kindling in the center of . .,._ .,,..~:\<·~~)A'.,:"'!f-1-,. · · ' 
the kiln for later ignition. ~-- ' 

A-o·oroximately 40 cords of \70od were required to fill 
orekiln·. ·,Th.en filled, a rag saturatsd vii th oil was tied 
to the kindling matter in the center of the kiln. The 
kindling and wood-cuts continued to buni until flames 
17ere visible through the large top o-,ening. Iumediately, 
the large opening at the base of the kiln and a11 but a 
small hole in the top opening \'lere sealea. by stones and 
plaster . The fire within the kiln gradually worked its 
way do,mnl'rd. ffilen the fireman saw red glowing coals in 
an air-vent he ..-ould take one-half of a brick and seal 
these openings , mum he sealed all of the aiI'-vents as 
the red coals appeared. he then sealed .he lest small 
hole in the 1;0p opening. At this ,articular stago bf 
firing. the kiln was comoletel y sealed and allowed to burn 
or char for eight days . • 

\fhen the burning or charring had ~parentl.y ceased, 
the plastered 0penine; at the bottom of the kiln was re-
•pened to empty the kiln of charcoal. The charcoal '78S 
shoveled with 15-tine forks into "scuttle-baskets" which 
were made by the local Indians. Each man would carry 
about one bushel of charcoal in this scuttle- basket to the 
railway box car nearby, 'D:le railway cars were similar 
to the present day box cars, with the exception that they 
wore loaded from the top. Approximately a carload of 



charcoal, or about 3,000 bushels, was produced from eacn firing 
of eacil kiln. The charcoal was shipped to the steel mills 
for the blast furnaces . 

'!he charcoal industry boomed in Yenominee County from 
1880 to about 1900. Only a few dilapidated kilns now mark the 
scene of one of Menominee County' s first major industries. 

LUMBERJACK SONGS 

Lumberjacks had numerous rollicking songs about their 
work. Some songs uere sung far and m.de , carried from one 
s:amp to another as the men moved from place to place. Other 
sor-1os Withe strong local flavor originated in camps and grew 
in le:igfa ai; some versifier added ne:1 stanzas to fit camp 
happenings. Mr. Matt Deschaine recalls from his days at 
Pete .Arseneeu1 s camp on the Pine this old Camp Seven Song. 

It Y1as early in October , fall of Eighteen Ninety-Six 
I found ~self in Menominee and in an aflful fix. 
We hired out to Arseneau the timber to cut down. 
Tll'o million feet must be colll"Jlete 

before we reach the toffll J 

Chorus 

Run, Mack l Jump, Jim J :Be careful what you do 
To make the timber clatter for .Arseneau will put 

you through. 
Hired out to .Arseneau. the timber to cut down J 
Two million feet must be colltl)lete 

before we reach the town J 

Here ' s to Mister Arseneau, 1 111 tell you he ' s right there. 
It keeps him pretty busy to drive the old bay maro, 
And when his day I s work 1 a done , and he sits down to r est 
He ' s 171.shing for some mossback girl 

to lean upon his breast J 

Here ' s to our dandy cookee I '11 have you al 1 to know 
.And see him slash the hasher-box, dishes 

down they go. 
Oh, the boys are getting plumpy, as fat as any duck:, 
'!heir clothes will hardly fit them ' cause they get 

such bully chuck. 

Here's to the loaders the top sleighs to load 
l'hey stand right near the skidways, all on the icy 

road., 
With peavey bars and hand spikes, oh, merrily they fly J 
Just keep the logs a,-booming, boys J 

We 111 catch them on the fly-. 

Here ' s to Ca.mp Seven, it is the heart ' s delight 
To curse and damn each other , and sometimes have a fight 
11i th )eavey bars and bend soikes, oh, merrily they fly £ 
You better keep away from them 

unless you want to die. 

Here ' s to Mister Hatfield and Mister Sanderstew l 
'.lbere goes Dan McAllister and all his d.an<47 crew 1 
And when we get to Menominee we'll see tilose girls 

so fine 
\fe 1ll forget about tn..se stormy days 

we worked U!JOn the Pine 1 

ila....,. ____ ,..... ____ ....._ _________ __________________ -==-------=-



TRE MCDOUA.LD BOYS 

( ~O~: This lumber camp ballad illustrates how song words became c.haDged as t hey "Oassed along 
orally from one groU!J of singers to another . Kittson Boys became Kitchen 3oys. contempt and 
scorn became cont!'IIl'Oting scorn, etc. !.!rs. Peter Garrigan who learned the ·,1ords in the 
eighties set down the lines as she recalled them. :Bracketed lines have been inserted merely 
to cer ry along the theme where original words are missing, and are not ,art of the old song. 

One of the least creditable ei,isod.es in Menominee history was the lynching of the tv10 
i'.cDonald Boys Sept. 27, 1881.. I n drunken brawl at the Leon Cota saloon in Frenchtown the 
::c:>onalds fought the Kittson brothers, one of whom was slain. The ilcDonalds were rushed to 
jail. Later a mob dragged them through the streets and hanged them. ) 

Kind friends, we 're in confinement, 
:Bound down in stone walls strong; 

(Then listen to our story noi'l, 
Our time 'ltlll :iot be long;J 

They call us fae HcDonald Boys -
Tha.t 1 s not our ,ro~er name, 

3u.t it I s not t.-1at· we-•re in custody 
That we deny the same • 

i.e 're rai see. b:r honest -paron ts 
.And born in Calleda, 

HaVing to !lll!ke a livc>lihood 
We came to M~nomince . 

We sought for an eIJl?loyment 
J,s we had often do1:e before 

ie f ound an occupation 
In a mill on .;:he Bay Shore . 

Contempting scorn and ridicule 
Did seem on us to f:rown 

Until we met those :Kitch.en Boys 
In a :place they call Frenchtown 

Our beii:g spent, 01.ll" time ex.:_:>ired, 
We felt bot~ light and :free, 

!lbinking it would be no harm 
To go bnC::: to i.!enominee . 

Feeling like an honest man 
ifhc, 1 s proud to pey his bill, 

And never baving the least intent 
Of human blood to spill; . 

[ :But trouble came upon us soon. 
i7e met it there half ,ncy-, 

And striking when we were assailed, 
A man soon dying 1.ay;J 

To make a declaration 
As best we thinic we can 

You know liquor had the best of us 
As it hes of ma.ny a man; 

And if we acted in our o;m defense 
Let Mercy lend a hand, 

.And if we ' re guilty of the crime 
The law can us comnand. 

May God forgive those Kitchen Boya 
Of all their sins through life I 

Uay Jack Fryer I s c..c1ys be numbered 
For ~rotecting us that night! 

He acted like an ::io.,est man 
Both noble, brave ~nd pr oud, 

Until he was compelled to yield 
Before so fierce a crowd. 

The Ja11 is broke, the mob is in; 
Give us wor d to say, 

Take a message to our mctners 
mio 1i ve in Canada. 

It will .make faem broken."l-iearted 
And cause them grief and pain 

To think they never more shall see 
'lheir own dear sons again. 

Come , all you jolly lumberillg boys 
And all you miners bold, 

The t>ain tbat we shall feel this night 
wih always be untold. 

Think of us two young men, 
All in o-ur youti:lful years, 

Shun vh1 s1cy and bad company 
Or you'll shed bitter t ears. 



PAU1 :9U1!YAN ALONG fflE MENOMU:EE 

'lhrough hearsay and invention, t he exploits of Pnu.l Bunyan, l eg.ind.:u-y giruit 6f ol d l oggi ng dnys, ,rere familil!l" 
t o L!enomin.:ie woodsmen. incident might serve as a reminder of how Paul l3unyrul and bis crew 111:lIUlged a f fair s i n 
the woods, nt the mill, or on the supply f arm. 

Lumberjacks r ecalled :Sabe, Paul Bun.yan' s bl ue ox thnt measured for ty- two 11JC- hondles and n plug o f tobacco be t ween 
the horns. When the goi ng was hard, t eamst er s wished for the double-joi nted sled \7hich the blue ox drew a t high 
speed over bills and r avines, acr oss r ocks and windfr 11s, the sl ed that slither ed al ong as a snake might, l7i. t.1out 
pause or spill. 

All t imber- cutter s knew about the mighty scythe T7i th which Paul Bllny!lll could fell a sect ion of t imber at a 
str oke . Mill honds spoke of P:.iul :i3url,yan I s mi 11, r.:!.neteen stori es high. equipped with machinery for l ol'1ering the 
smo:Wstacks to let the cl ouds drift by. 

@ ~ 
\:: -;;},. When the tote te1.11a pulled ir..., soceonc '.lould odntion Shai;line bill . _i"a• ~. and hot1 he had hnuled to Paul ~Tu, 1 s caop f r om the suppl y farm those ~/4~ 

:::::::-i"'\ .. If,. ~ · huge potatoes \7hich had boon dll& out •,ti th o stear., shovel . Another might -?'1i 
. ~,I. .;(\ , moll t.~ cmTot, an< par,ru.,, extroeted with ,turap pullers, and toboeoo \,;, '-r:; 1 , .. ,.~• J::"'· / :::;;:; toot Md gr own in plugs and twists. It was on this s:3.Cle form t!lat 1loss, ( 1_j 

.,~ ;-~;~,~t•· -<!l1:<-' t:lo butter coTI, produced quantities of nilk t::iat needed only salt ,iti:,:rod "~, _ .fif~i::·~ .,'-,.:~. ~,:~~;:;'/1'-'.~~--r.a-;,,.• in to t r ansfom it into_ tho finest of butt.er, 111;11ct. Vias sent to Cll!.lp 'l<J·~ ,r_:::=._ ....---:-,, 
~~,./~!':'1~·-)' ··i .. great fi rkins. .Anot!ler COil, SO!:l:l:lt11',', prricticcu.ly lived 0!1 bn.lsru:i L~ ~"-S> .... :_x .. c,;,,-

0':t,:;,*~ .':- -<t,;.""1''~;.;,,';-.~:J<~i~;]f1/: .. :;l .· ~ch cado her cilk o. Ol!l"V..ilous co~h s~~• ..;.nu there , exhilarated ~~-")-·,~ -=-·z:::::::::= 
-.,,;_§;<· !' · ·' <:.:;:1~ ,,·,\.j'/./;{:'f «· -.-o-, acres of rod cl over _t:1.., two bees , :Sill and 'Bull , gathered in the br ief · L -r 
~f(:_;) ·, (~ 1 ''. M •• ' .;(~i' .. '!L. ·suo:iar sec?on the 3500 o.>:.irrels ~f ho~? needed for bredrfllst fl:.ipjac!::s 
.Y'"~~~~·~' at caop. ,-nd tllO si.:.011 h114s laiCl hord.boiled eggs all vrintcr • 

• ,. • .?.,....... , ;,- -~- _,,...•-r::--r. 
Poul Bunyan provided 11ell f or his cren. Hot tliscui t S11.u, whos"' specialty 1'7ns great pilloey biscUi ts d.ri~:ping 

with butter, and Creor:i Puff Fatty devised incor.ipo.rablo rJeals, never tT7ice the saoe in details. liungry logger s were 
prone to think of the 1.r:Dense sizzli11& kettles in the COJ? ki tchon from l'lhence wor e wafted del ectable odors. · Tihen 
tho raain dish t1ns stew 11hol e quarter s and bnlves of beef floated in rich broth ar:iong the cabbage and :potatoes, and 
all this was accoopa.nied by toothsooe side dishes. Swift roller skater s hurried tho f ood to long tabl es to serve 
it piping hot on p l o.tas a oan c ould hardly ronch across. Sooe s~ thzlt i n tho corning, griddlca wer e greased by 
cookoos 11ho slid about over theo T7i th slabs of bacon under their fee t . 

As the ti.r.1ber "7aw cut Paul Cunyt.\Il noved ue st,mrd, nnd w1 t h him went sooe of the o l d- tioer s who r egal ed other s 
with accounts of the ol d caop near the .leoonnde S'[)rings, They tol d t oo of the ye& of the t fl'O llin ters when Lake 
l.!ichigrm froze to the very bott o1Z1, nnd of the probl<.iCS of J ol.lnlzy Ioolinger, tho timekeeper , Tlhen he t ried t o arrange 
three t11olve-hour shifts every twenty- four hours, 'lliorc never wo.s tm;/" end i.o the r eciniscencos of Pnul 3w:lyn:.1 ' s 
ncoi.rer s . 



Ltllu!En.JACX LINGO 

band saw - saw on an endless chain running over two wheels 
banking - pi1ing logs beside a stream read,y for the drive 
bfll'k mark - log marks cut in to the bark 
barn boss - the man in charge of the barns and livestock 
binder chair.a - cilains used to hold logs in place after loading 
birl - t.o s-oin a log in the water 
birler - a man skillful at spinning logs in water 
bob-sleigh - sleigh Tri.th two sets of runners 
boom - timbers laid across a river to form a cil.annel through 

which logs pass 
boom man - a man who •,1orks on the booms 
bcot~ack - a sinr,,le device used by men in pulling off boots 
box wood - ·.rood cut for box making, usually small 
brea,dng out - loosening the logs at a landing so the;; vrill 

roll i::ito t~e stream 
break U!' - :ireaid.D,;, up of camp in &"'ring, or of ice in stream 
broad-ax - an ex used for hewing timber 
bull-cook -- c!l.ore boy 17i. th ffilCn du.ties as making fires, hauling 

water ann. wood, l oo~:ing after the bunks, etc. 
bunkhouse - sleey,ing quarters 
bunks - bees or shelves for slee-oing; also, the cross bar 

be tween a ·,air of runners on a sleigh 
butter - a,.y soft substance such as axle grease 
cant book - snort heavy stock with a hook near the end, usod 

in turning heavy logs 
c,rriage - slide or cable tnat moves logs into tile mill 
carriage rif.cr - one who feeds logs on the carriage 
caulks - sl..arp metal points used in the soles of boot.a to 

~revent slip~ing 
ce::iter jac - a log jam in the center of a stream 
chainer - & man who chains logs securely on tile load 
channel - T1ater passage for logs through the booms 
clerk - the man in charge of supplies 
cold shut - an iron link used by a blacksmith to mend a 

broken chain 
cook - the person who :plans and cooks meals for the crew 
cookee - assistant to the cook 
cook shanty - building w1 th cook in charge, where meals are 

prepared (1Ild served., 

crib - a structure made of logs and filled with stones 
used to hold booms in nlace 

cross-cha.ins - chains creasing e;,,ch other, used in hooking 
front and back runners together 

deacon seat - long bench at the foot of the bunk 
decker - the lll8Il v,ho stacks t!1e logs on a load 
double-bit ax - ax with tv,o bi ts or cut ting edges 
double-decker - bunks for sleeping, built one above the ot!Er 
dray - a vrooo.en sled used for hauling logs from the woods; the 

heavier end cf the log rests on a bunk 
dray haul - hauling logs by dray 
driving - guiding logs downstream 
dry rack - :>lace for drying wet garments, usually a :frame 

suspended froQ the ceiling 
edger - macnine through which lumber is run to l)Ut all edge on it 
end mark - log mark of owner s tamoed in end of log 
evener - a cross bar adjusted so as to even the drawing 

power of horses 
felling - cutting trees 
foreman - the man in charge of a crew 
n Get the V ) 1 - get the travci s 
goad - sharp--poin tod stick used for driving oxen 
go-devil - dray 
ground--.1og - the man on the ground directing the loading of logs 
gru.b-h.oe• - a tool used for clearing out stumps and brush roots 
high N.ter pants - pants w1 th parts belo-;r the knees cut off 
hot Ptot:.l. - mill pond into which hot water or steam is run to 

keep logs from freezing fast 
hovel - stable, or barn 
jam - logs whose passage is obstructed so that they pile lip 

in the stream instead of floating wi t.h the C'Ul"ren t 
jamber - pole on side of sleigh to hold logs in place 
jumper - small sleigll with two runners 
ketch-marker - the man who checks bark marks on logs, markii:.g 

those that have been missed, according to end marks 
key log - the pivotal log which keeps a jam from breaking apart 
lath butts - treo butts used to mak8 lath 
lumber apron - a leather apron worn by lumber handlers 
lumberjack - a workman in woods or logging camps 

I 



lumber fUIOVer - a man who piles lumber 
mossback - a greennorn 
mu.zzle-loadi11g bUDk - a sleepiDg bUDk built with the head toward 

the wall, so men had to crawl in head first 
parbuckle - a sliDg or rope used for hoisting 
peavey or peavy - cant hook 'll'i th S!)ike in end used for driving 

logs 
polter - a wo:rn-out horse, whose only value is 1 ts bide 
pike :pole - long smooth-handled pole with spike in end, used 

for driving logs 
uocket - place where logs are ke;Jt, usually in quiet water 
;ole-ax - a single bit ax, that is, one with a single edge 
pole trail - saolinga laid end to eilll on cross ,,ieces to make 

a walk:, often used along the bank of a stream 
for the log driver s 

prize log ::,ocket - · ?Ocket for unmariced logs :passing through 
boom 

raft - logs lashed together for tom.ng or rafting 
river driver - man who works on logs floated downstream 
river hog -- an:• mi::-:i l'lhose r,ork is with floating logs 
river man - used c.'uefly of man v,01·ld.ng on river on booms 
road monkey - man who looks after logging roads 
roller - bar between runners of sleigh 
r~llways - place WP.ere logs are piled beside river, ready to 

be rolled in 
11P.oss that log I' - ,,eel off the bark so the log ,Jill slide 
runner dog - sharp-pointed brace on the end of the back runner, 

used as a brake 
sBLt.illjg - using sand on the icy road 
sawdust - fr8€;11lents of wood, a by--produ.ct made by sawing lumber 
salling crosecut - sawing tree with a crosscut saw 
sawlog - log large enough to saw into lumber 
sawyer - a man who saws timber or logs 
scaler - the man who measures the logs 
s caling - - measuring logs, as at the scaling gap 
s cow - a flat boat on which lumber is piled for towing to 

a barge 
shingle butts - tree butts used for making shingles 
shunt - to steer log to one side into its proper channel 
skidder - a man who loads the skids 
skids - parallel timbers laid lengthwise, on which logs are 

piled 

sk:idways - the place where l ogs are piled on skids, ciliefl y 
on the bank of a str eam 

slcyhooker - toploader 
sl uice - passage wa,y for water 
snor ting pole - a blanket.--wra:>ped pole laid be tween men in a 

bunk so they w111 not cr owd each o the r out 
snub the i:>oat - tie up the boat 
sorting-gap - place where logs are sor ted according t o log 

marks and run into the right channel s to r eac h 
ci.estination 

spillway - passage for overflow water on each side of s l uice 
11 S_poon I' - in some sleeping quarters men slept spoon fashi onf 

11 Spoon I' was the request for all to turn over 
spr inkler - 1?ater tank used in making ice roads 
stall ::,ost - post at the head of a horse 1 s stall where 

harness was hung 
stamoing - putting the official mark of a logging company on 

the end of a log, ci.one with a m')tal hammer 
Start :,ins - pegs passing through a sleigh runner into the roller 
storage gap - place where logs are ke1>t 
straw-boss - the foreman ' s assistant 
stray log 'l)Ocket - placCJ where stray logs were set aside 
swant:>er - a man who cut awey brush and branches to make r oads 
s,7ay bars - bars used to steady the bw:iks of a sleigh 
tallyman - the man who records numbers gi ,en him by the scaler 
tailir.f; c.o'l7?1 - breaking the rollways 
11 '.i'imber I ' - .he call of warning 17hen a tree is about to fall 
timber cruiser - a man uho locates timberlands and es t imates values 
toploader - the man on top of a load of logs directing the loading 
tote-team - a team which hauls supplies between town and camp, 

or from one camp to another 
t r am - an elevated roadway in a lumber yai·d 
t r avois - a V- shaped dray with a bunk, used for hauling l ogs 

from woods 
turkey - a lumberjack' s clothes bag or bundle 
walking boss - a boss walking from camp to camp. assigning work 
wanigan - a boat that carries ')rovisions or suppl ies 
warehouse - storage space between the cook shant y and bunkhouse, 

used for provisions 
wedges - steel wedges put above Lhe saw cut in a tree t o r elieve 

thn pressure of the tree on the saw 



Ta LOG ~?.!VZP.S 
3y G.O. Shields. Repr inted in the Uonomiilee Democrat May lS, 1888. 
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·:7hcn the S!)ring r ains 
coce au1 strear.is rise to 
~he t<rns of taeir border , tile 
driver~ - men of a lusty, 
muscuJ.ar, active class - armed 
with suikes and ueavies, cast 
the logs into the wild, surging, 
foaming waters, end sti:rt them 
on their journey to tbe sawmi 11. 

. --- --- \\, /, 
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The skill and courage 
with which ;,i1ese man brave 
the dangers of the flood and 
handle the logs is a marvel 
to all who see them. i7i th 
projecting, sharp-pointed 
"driving SJ?ikes" attached to 
their neavy b, o t-soles, they t

l l\,•· ~·· 

' ' . . ,. ' - " \ ,, will le= into the streom 
I t 1 .,;&#- • • " -r 

1-.--.;::.,::_-, : -__ \ , r egardless of .he depth or 
' -...:.. ___ -~ , t" ', ranidi ty of th<? current, and 
I ----- .. -- ... - ..._...) ..,.._. -}' . . ..-;' -=--=--- spring from log .. o log, up _ -~ =-~-- . and dol'IIl or across stream at 

· _-:.,-:- - 17111, as may be requir ed to 
handle best t.J.eir umvieldy 
cargo. If it becomes necessary 
for one of t:-.cm to go through 

a stretch of <TOen water, where tae logs are not close enough 
toget~er "o walk on, he forthwith drafts one into service as 
a canoe . Stam:iog e r ect, he plants nimself midway U"_?On t:ile 
log; and if it rolls, he moves in the o·:r-,osi te c'.irection t~ll 
i~ sto:>s , .~c. t:len, stcad;ring i,t rrith one foot on either side 
"he cent,u- line , his :aiees sprung slightly out, "holds ~r 
level , n anC: with the aid of his piice str ikes out for wherever 
he desires to go. 

Sta."lciing on a log, in the middl e of a river that is 
running thi:rty miles an hour, and is ten or twent~r feet deep, 

where the tE.:lllperature of t.he v,ater is 41J or 50 d0i;rees , and 
w!i.ere other logs are floating ell arou::id th-:i i..""t>()riled cruiser, 
ready to crush him in ti1eir ,,i til .. ss imbr~ce if he f'alls is a 
precarious matter. 

These men are often in the water to their waists or to 
their necks. Their clothing end feet ere uet nearly all the 
time, anc. aow they escape death by exposure is a mystery. 
T'neir immmi ty can be attributed only to their iron cons ti tutiom 
and to the fact that they wear L.ick, ileavy vtoolen clothing 
exclusively. No men could endure their way of life for a 
week if wearing cott9n, even for underclothing. 

:iacy a luckless driver has lost r.is life by a misstep and 
fall into he angry waters, but tba othe.s go on undaunted, 
and. Yrill us long as tae su.::,:?lY of pine lasts. 

A Log Jam 

As ti.le last drive came ovor the river , .hCTe was a good 
stage of water , and the stream was f.i..11 of logs for miles . 
It was a grai.d sight to see them go ovc:r tile rapids . 3uried 
in the foailling torrent ,ney were driven against each otiler and 
against s-i='otnorged rocks , Some "ero hurled end over end in the 
wildest confl:.sion. One large hello,,, log lodged with its end 
upstreal!:. Anotner half its size aea.ded sql.14U'ely for the cavity 
and made <!. center buJ.l~-e."e. th..~ obstructing tne oncoming logs. 

For ilours the logs continued to como over t11e falls and 
:,>ile u:;, betfleen the high banks. The m,3n struggled vainly to 
release the key--pieces , Logs came by scor"ls and by hundreds 
and there was no means of chocking th-Jm. The logs be:low, acting 
as a dam, raised the stage of water all around so that eac.li nel'I 
arrival was carried on to but not over those already in the jam. 
And so the c.rive was hung up. The l7ork of cl. aring out this jam 
Tlas continued night and day, --1th tuo cre;1s, but it took nearly 
a whole week, at o cost of several aunclred uollars to undo the 
harm done in a fel'I hours . Then the ke:r log was finally freed, 
the jam gave v1ay, the men spr ang to safety, and the logs 
parted ilelter- skelter, once more rushing ~ol'IIlstream. 



NoT1 maybe you knoTt "at makes it 
De log on de reever to jam; 

i7en she comes on de flood turnin I over, 
One log drop so she l7i. 11 dam 

De nex I t\10 or tree comin I after, 
Now tousan I log stop in de flight, 

An' de first log •way down belo~ dere 
She 1 s de key log wich hol' de jam tight. 

c.F. Whi teshield 
Formerly of Powers in Menominee County 

The Scaling 0® 
From an article in th(' Chicago aerald, re,rinted 

in the Menominee Democrat Oct. 31, 1891. 

,\'bout rno.000.000 feet 
i.:!'!nomi:1ee :.i v~r ev;:,,ry year• 
the Menomi .. ee 5oom Company. 
ones in Wisconsin that were 
of logs . 

of pine lo&s float c".oi7Il the 
and run through t:1e scaling gap of 

The Menominee mills were the only 
not obliged to shut down for lack 

1ile fifty men employed here are mostly expert loggers, 
divided i.nto squads of catchmarkers, 1'0l;irs, scalers, and 
tallymen,althou.gh tn'3 latter have only clerical work to perfonn. 
'lbere is o ti,:ture of French, 'half-breeds, }Torweglans, Irish 
ar:d Jun9ricaLs in the crew, all of whom have followed logging 
for years . 5ill Ste,henson, a six-foot step-brother of IsMc, 
who by foe ,,a:, ls president of the Boom Connany, ls in caarge 
of the gap rnc:. did the honors when we arrived. Every log that 
comes down the river bears a double mark or bra,;.d, one on the 
bark and one at tre end , both of 'll'hich have been .>laced there 
by the loggers in the respocti ve camps above. Those brands 
denote to wl.ich sawmill the log belongs and every catchmarker 
must be so t.:'loroughly familiar with them that ae can instantly 
detect the cwnership . .Armed with a light, keen ax, he c:.1tches 
the log as it floats through the first ga;_J, and uith a quick 
glance at the brand satisfies hitnself as to its identity. Then 
if tnere be no mark '\l.1J'Oermost he deftly slashes the log in such 
a wey that the scaler;-and sorters below l:lim may immediately 
place t~e ownership. 

As there are some 600 marks in use it may be gather ed 
that some time must elatJse before a new hand becomes sufi'iciently 
expert to read these signs at a glance . The elementary marks 
are a~ and a .!!B.Q!. A hack is a thin slash, a spot is a 
square br oad mark. The brand of one mill may be three hacks 
in t,1g form of a rabbit tr.-ck:; or a hack, spot and hack or a 
spot and two hacks, or, in fact any one of 600 combinations , 
and tney must be at the instant command of the catchroarker, 
who slashes the log as it floats by at a five-mile an hour gait. 
On tm, back of his a.x head is a steel brand with .,,hich he taus 
the log after marking . As every marker has a di ffer cn t brand 
it is very easy to trace ariy errors made in marking logs, and 
to that one having fewest errors at the close of the season a 
prize is awarded. But aside from fae "Ori ze the markers are 
very 9roud of their expertness, and experience deep chagrin 
whenever an unusual n'llillber of mistakes occur. 

.H ohe secc.nd gap scalers stand wi. fa t,1eir nook measures 
ready to sci-le tne logs <,nd call off the result to the tallymen. 
w,10 sit inside little bo.x offices m.t:n. a lot of orinted forms 
outspread on a table , each one of wn.ich bears the name of saw-
mills r eceivin& logs on the river. ;\n expert scaler nas no 
need to m~asure the l,3ngth of a leg-that he: can tell at a 
glance; bu, he must measure the small end of each log for its 
diamet'3r, ~nd the result is then called off to th,, tallyman. 
\Ti th •. u-ee or four logs nassing tilrough at the some time, the 
scaler muzt be quick as a flash. In ac..dition to taki.ng the 
log's diameter and guessing its length he must also r ead the 
slashes·placod by thg catchmarkers •nc.. ~e able instantly to 
announce the Ol"lllurship . All the mills ar., known by pet names . 
l'hus the Spelding mill at ;;enekaune is ealled "New York,0 because 
it was originally Ol'llled by New York ,,arties; t"'le N. Ludington 
Company mill is "Ike" for th,_ r eason tilat Isaac Ste-ohenson Ol'IIlS 
a controlling interest; n third is called "Bob11 and. a fourth •Saai. 11 
The scaler then announces, in his sing-song voice 11 Sam, twelve-
sixteen" , by which the tallyma.n knows tMt the log is to be 
charged to the Lirby-Caxpenter mill , that it is twelve inches 
in diameter !.'.nd sixteen feet in length. Away goes the log 
owr the dam, and later it is caught by the polers, "ho, r eading 
•he marks, steer it into the proper boom. 



Zi.e scaling gap is very similar to a west'3rn "round- up, " 
where the cowboys do their annual branding, only in place of 
cattle tnere are l ogs. They even hav':l mavericks here. These 
ayearling strays" that have no marks of 8llJ" description go 
into the boom company' s 9rivate yard. At the close of the year 
they are sold , and the ';)roceeds r eceived divided among the 
mill owners. In the neighborhood of 500,000 feet of s tray 
logs are picked Up ever y season. Both English and French 
scalers are empl oyed at the gap and the "reuf- quatorze" or 
•o.ouze-sieze11 of the Frenchman floats across and mingles with 
the shar:ier but less mel odious cry of the American scaler . 
Catchmarker s and scaler s are naturally t.ne best paid hands 
at the gap . Working full time they get $58 a month, while 
tl:e polers and tallymen earn only $45. All the men go to 
loggi.i;,g in winter. 

S'lz.AY LOGS 

"~egarding the stray log business • the system 
was as follows . A Stray Log Committee was a·nointcd by the 
3oom CofD?any, comprising three lumberman, a secretary, a 
s.:;,erintendcnt, and two detectives. 

"me de tectives ' work consisted of looking over the logs 
in the various mill booms da' ly, no till€; an:, and. all strays 
fou:id~ scaling the same , anc noting on cards furnished them for 
that ,uz"pOH v.1. th the marks on the same , and tile name of the 
ccnna.n:,r i~ whose boom .h~ same were found. Scalers in the 
mill ,1er fl..rnished cards and requir ed to scale and take marks 
of all strars, record same on oards daily. 

"Tile 81.t-:Jerintendent visited each mill, colloct<?d these 
cards a::-:. -01-;;o the cards of the detecti v~s , connared sa111e, and 
turned cards collected from tho mills over to the Secretary 
wh~re t:'lcy were tabulated and at the end of tho month balance 
s:iee ts were mede out. I'f one co!ll")any sa11ed more logs of anyone 
than th-? other sawed of theirs th.~y had to )SY t110 difference. 
'::c.'3 Str~• Log Commi ttoe was a clearing house ior t.'1-ic stra,v 
logs. 

nrn ado.i tion to this many logs •1erc rafted here and towed 
to other places located on Gr een Bay anc. sometimes lost logs 
out of booms d-uring ro-ugh \leather , 11 tlc.'l logs usually drifted 
on shore. Crews of two or three men each gathered these logs 
together and stored them in nockets '.)n the Menominee side of 
the river . Later in the season thes3 logs so taken care of 
11i th other logs p icked Up floating down the river f r om the 
Rafting Gap, Vler e adver tised and soli to the highest bidder, 
the bidder sawing Up the same . 

11 T:1e Superintendent of Stray Logs put a scaler in the mill. 
scaled all logs and recor ded tile mar .ts on same. This scale 
went to the Secr etary of the Stray Log Commi tteo. Each log 
owner uas credited 11i th his logs if gny appeared and paid out 
of funds from the sale of same in accordance to thEi amount 
so appearing. 

nThe amount retrieved by the comu.ttee varied .from year 
to year from 1, 200 ,000 feet to a little over 2,(1)0, 000 fee t . 

"I do not remember th~ year of t.:ie peclc operntions •• • 
logs passing throUe;h the SCP.ling gap totaled a little ov0 r 
6CY.l , OOD , 000 . A year or tv,o previous and a year or two follow-
ing tiie ,.,et1l!: the amount scaled reach?d better thnn 500, 000,000 
feet . :1 ·nominee and h!o.rinette at thit time was th., largest 
lumber oaD,1,cr in the country• manuf;1.Cturing 100, 000 ,000 feet 
of lumber annually. 

"Digging into a ?OCl-tet of an old bool:case of mine that 
escaped the fire I found my old book: of log marks and 011I1ors 1 

namea 11.'lich I om forwarding to you • 

"I ~nssed Ill/! 85th birt!:id.ay the 11th of last October (1937) 
• • • - I find tnere are b·.it, few me,1 around h-?re tba t Y1ere 
alive an'l active at thnt time (the d·l,Ys of beov-,:r logging) , 
in fact most of them wer,e not.born." k'' .,, 

_,/- : ~- , Menominee 
Widely· Jmo\"l?l :1s "Stroy Leg Phlllips. 11 



LOG HARKS IH USE ALONG THE 1-lENOMIIm IN THE 3IGHTI3S ,\iID lnE :1rnETIES 
William Phillips -was as familiar as any ma,n ••ith the hundreds of log marks used in the,-j.ghtiee and nineties and well earned his niclcname .,.~ 

Log Phil l ipsfl . For occasional use he carried in his pocket a much-worn fat little leather-bound book. When it was new the mano.~ement had lis'ted on 
right band pages in alphabetical or der, t ne or two to a pae;e, all owner s ' names. Under ear.h name were listed in black ink the cod marks of lQgs and 
opposite ea.ct end mark a second column in red showed its cor~esponding side mark . The ~eautiful chirography of original entries ~s lost something in 
transcription }l'e cop;i,is.t marked (Added ) are those pencil.l.e.d. .o pages by M;c • ..Fhilll.pJL.aA time. went on. I --
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SAWMILL DAYS IN THE EIGHTISS 

Menominee Herald 9/24/85 The new ten-hour law became 
effective September 21. Every mill in !!enominee is cl~sed 
down, not a wheel is turning until new contracts are signed. 
Men asked to ffork the same time as men in Marinette (11 hours) 
will ~eo to verbal contracts , but not written, as union 
regulations do not permit. 

Meno~inoc Herald 4/21/87 Lumbermen estimate that there 
are 600,000,000 feet of logs in and on the i.!enominee river, 
the greater portion to be sawed this season. 

l!cnQ!&nee iierald 5/19/87 It looks str ange to a per s~n 
not accustomee to 1 t to witness th<:\ army of men ew;,loyed in 
the larger mills just before tho mill starts U!) for ~ts day ' s 
work. sitting nere and there , singing_, ta.11:d-ng in a half-:- . 
dozen la.'\g'.iages , and smoking old blacJt-stainod. pipes, waiting 
patier.tl:, for the \7::.istle to blo.1 "time" , It; is equally 
amusing to sec this force of all nationali tics working like 
bees tcg;3t:1er. 

!~m.1E.Q2 fierl,!ld 5/26/87 A few years ago foe Y-.i:by 
Ca.r?ente" ccu;_:;a;iy was satisfied m.th its

1
cut of one D?-llion 

feet of lumber oer ,;eek from its t..To i:ri.Ls, but the c.emc.nds 
of the business hnve compelled the finn to OUild fulOtner mill 
nnd make additional im;irovcmonts to old ones, so that today 
t,ds cor:rr,any is sam.ns 3 , 000,000 feet of lumber :;ier ·.:eek. 
One of i-ts four br.mdsaws nou in operation cut over 50, 000 feet 
on Tuesday last, ~"id the ~hree mills turned out over half a 
mil lion feet on that day. 'lhis company ilas the largest sau-
mill ~lont in the United States and is one of the leading 
lumber mruiufacturing coc:pcnies of the world. 

Menc,ainee Eerald 6/30/87 A four- inch !)lank, 16 feet 
long and cl-,ar as a bell TTas sawed at the Detr oit Lumber 
company's mi 11 one day last 11eok. 

Menomine~ Herald 10 /6/87 The ~irard Lumber com-1any 
burned out October 4 . Five million feet of ~ine lumber was 

burned or badly damaged • The flames ascended to a 
great heigbt, t:;iving a lurid ap-:,earance to the sky for mi l es • • • 
lfe are informed that the light from burning lumber l)iles 
uas distinctly seen at Ellis Junction, 22 miles distant, at 
Oconto , and also at Iron Mountain, which is bet77een 60 and 
70 miles from Menominee. 

~rnon the fire burned ariey the blocks uhich formed the 
foundation of the tall lumber ~iles and elevated them above 
the -,,ier, the masses of pine topryled over ::-nd plunged from 
the slips r.t either sicle , that part of tile caterial r emaining 
above uater continuing to burn as fiercely as before . l'o 
sav~ tte piers, the B~rton cxl other tugs ron the masses of 
lumber sea::ard. This operation contimieu. t"J.til the bay Tlas 
covered fo1· a distance of nearl:• half a mile with these 
blazing ,ues, r.ilich mac.e an il:l!)osing s:>cctacle . 

~&,W.~ll_!t.1'£!!1~ 10/22/87 Jenomi7lee has eleven mills 
ani tbe Soper L=bcr coa::>an;,r uill sta~t i~ 1888. T~cse now 
o::,ora;i::ig &re the Kirby Carpc1ter coz::-,,any --3; Ludington 
Wuls Van Schaick --2; A. 5:?ies; :lohr,rty :Baars Lumbe:;;. ' 
cor.r-:,eny; :ctroi t Lumber compan;r; Ramsey & .;ones; c. B. Lewis 
& Sons ; Fe ters & Eorri son. 

i!en-:>dr.c" :lcmocrat 12/8/88 On Thursda., Jo:m Leathern was 
observed -.1. th six or eight toothless gang saws 1-rhich he is 
prepared to prove 11ere stripped of their teeth by "dogs" 
imbedded in the logs. These 11 dogs11 are ·Jieces of iron driven 
into the logs by the boom men in order to lash them to~ether . 
In taking them out the men are not very "Jarticular and br eak 
quite a m.u:iber of them off, and b r oken 2:ieces p l ay navoc m. th 
the sans and entail danger for the men around the saus. 

H"nominoe ZlemoCl'a t 7 /26/90 This has been a busy ,1eck: :for 
lumber cnrriersr Tonal7ande. and Chicago i:>~ing the main i,oint s 
of consignment. Trrenty- seven clearances ·ere taken from the 
Menomiuee custom house . 



LOGGf?lG CAMPS 

»y. A.M. S'utberland 

(BO~: A.M. S'utherland who lived for many- years at 
Illt;a1la and later at Menominee was not a woodsman, but a 
railroad man. His description of the early small logging 
c:amp was secured from an <>ld woodsman. His account of the 
later C8lllp was from his own observation.) 

F.arlY Small Logging Camp 

This camp for thirty men was located near a uiall lake. 
It was built of large hemlock lt>gs, hewn on the inside and 
covered "1th thick cedar shakes overlaid with small cedar 
b01Jghs and when covered with a foot and a half of snow had 
a good warm roof. One half of the building was the bunk 
roan ond the other half was kitchen and dining room. In the 
roof over the bunk roan and kitchen there was a box about 
a foot squore made of split cedar to draw off the foul air 
and smoke. 

!!be single bunks were made of peeled S"Oruce poles and 
the bottoms were covered with smaller poles w1 th a little 
spriDg to them. The bedticks were of striped ticking filled 
with 61'1811lp hay and the pillows wero the some. There were 
two pairs of woolen bl ankets and a pillow for each bunk, 
and tbere was n l ower and an upper bunk. 

About in the center of the room stood the big box stove 
using four-foot wood, and on the stove wo.s n large boiler 
filled w1 th w:i.ter for the use of the men to wash. The men 
on going to bed removed their pants, coats, and shoe-~acks, 
but not their T1oolen underwear until they quit work in the 
spring. 

In the kitchen-dining room po.rt of the Clllllp, the table 
legs were d.ri ven into the ground, sawed off at the right 
length ond et1pped; and the top was made of split bass,1ood. 
'lhe benches on both aides of the table were mode in tho same 
we:,. 

l?J 

lc.nr the end of the room was a kind of crib about six 
feet by ten, ond three and a half feet high made of spruce 
logs and filled at the bottom ffi th hard pncked earth, the 
Upper part was filled w1 th sond. 

'lhe cooking implements were six flat kettles about the 
shope of a cheese box . They were made of cnet iron. nie 
covers fitted closely and c~e down over the sides about 
three inches . A kettle was lifted about by it,g boil. A fire 
of dry cednr or other wood was built on the sand and kept 
going until the sand was very hot . It was allowed to burn 
down o.nd then the cinders were rnlced off ond bolos mo.de in 
the snncl into which tbe kettles were lowered nnd covered with 
hot sand. A lighter fire wne then set going until in tbe 
opinion ot the cook the contents of the kettles were cooked. 
Bread as well ae meat and vegetables was cooked in these 
kettles. 

When the cooking was finished the clnc..ers and sru,d flere 
scraped off, the bails were raised Md a nole run une.er thom, 
ond a m~J'l at each end of the pole lifted tne kettles from 
the snnd r.nf placed them on the t~ble. The brend kettles 
were turned upsid.• <'.o'illl on the tnble M ei tile kettles sliuped 
off the brend, !!!he meat nnd vegetables wore c!.isbed out into 
largo oblong deep basins in which there 11ns e big iron spoon 
w1 th '7hich the men helped themselves. Frying was done in a 
large frying pan over a hardv1ood fire on the crib. 

Later Clllllps 

On the t11onty-fourth of June, 1890 1 enter ed the employ 
of the Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic Ry. Co. and was given 
charge of the western division as assistant superintendent. 
This division bad just been fins.abed and over t,:o-thir(.s of 
it was through heavy wool:!.ltllld and lumber cDr.tps were, started 
all along the line. I rtsi teii mony of them and noted the 
grent .!ifference between them aru:. the camps of early days. 

••• At one of these camos there \/ere tTJo buil,•inge 
each about 60 1 by 25 1 , end to end but be t.,eon tho ends there 
was n space of nbout fifteen feet. The so.me roof covered 



both buildings. roof was laid with two layers of one-
inch boards on top of which were laid two thicknesses of tar 
paper held in place by amall nails through holes in one-inch 
tin washers. 

!!he ventilating boxes were three feet square, the tops 
were closed, and there were slats on two sides. The floors 
were laic. w1 th boards dressed on one side. 

The bunks were built for two men, with a good mattress, 
feather pillo11s, and four pairs of woolen blankets . In front 
of the bunk there was a bench for the use of the men when 
dressing. There was e big window in the outside ends o:f the 
eawps with glazed double sash. In one corner there was a 
111:Dall room with a bunk in it for the cook and all along the 
rest of the end there was a wide table on which there were 
three or four mixing troughs that looked something like small 
bathtubs. 'lhe cook mixed the dough and the cookees cut it up 
and put it in the baking pans. In this part of the camp 
there was a large six-hole cookstove and in the fire box of the 
stove there were tuo three-inch holes. Through these holes 
were two pipec, the ends in the fire- box being connected by 
two elbows. 'lhe other ends of the pipes went through holes 
in the nile of a large hardwood barrel , and this arrangement 
kept the water in the barrel hot. 

Besides the cook:ees there was a chore boy. This was a 
miOI1omer as the chore bo:y was an old lUDberjack too old to 
work in the woods. His duties were to make up the bunks, 
sweep out the lrunlc ro~ and keep the cook1 e wodbox filled. 
lhere waa a man to saw and split tba stove wood. 

'lhe Coale was the 1110narch of the dining room. lie allowed 
no loud talk:1ng, and t.he man who left onything on hie p late 
or in his coffee basin heard fr0111 the Cook in a very empba.tic 
manner. I have bad dinner in t.be camp with the S'Uperintendent, 
• 'Uld we spake no t n word • 

NO. 1 PICTURE PAGE 

The views of the Menominee county lumbering industry in 
its later years have been !llllde available through the courtesy 
of a number of persona who loaned the cards reproduced. 

First row on left, top to bottom. Pictures loaned by 
J • P. Johnson ( Standing at left front of a, wearing 

a . Camp near Devil 1s Creek. 
checked mackinaw. ) 

b. Ready to fell a tree. 
c. Loading logs. The team at the side does the loading. 

Second, or middle, row, top to bottom. 
d. Load 01' logs for Ceder River mill. Picture loaned by 

Eileen Miller. 
e. Samuel Crawford & Sons Lumber Company o:f Ceder River 

sent supplies to their woods camps by melllls of the 
lllllle tote team here shown. '.l!rl.s picture, moiled in 
1910, was loaned by Mrs. Ernest l!a,duron, Menominee. 

f . Menominee River Drivers in their llateaux. Picture 
loaned by John Hallfrisch of Lake Township. Post-
marked 1907. 

'lhird, 

h . 

1. 

or last, row, top to bottom. 
Hauling l ogs . Camp near Nndeau. Note the runners 
the small train. Cnrd wns mailed 1913. Loaned by 
Miss Katherine Koss, Birch Creek. 
Cnmp of Rasner Brothers & Schmidt at Fox. ·Picture 
loaned by LU.as Clara Basner, Greenwoods. 
J. w. Wells L1ll!lber Compaey- yards nt Menominee 
about 1915 • 





THE PASSI~!G OF THE LUlABEBJAC!l: 

Adapted f:rom Menominee Herald-Leader, 1906 

With the disappearance of the inmense primeval forests 
of northern Mic):tl.gan • the picturesque lumberjack, 
long the typical figure of this region, is fast ceasing to be 
a type and in the course of a few years will be only a tradition 
of a past era 'lhe lumberjack today begins to show 
more the impress of advAD,cing civilization and the ranks are 
being recro.i ted from the class of fal'IDers 11hose newly settled 
holdings are not sufficient to maintain their families so that 
the men are forced to go into the woods to work in winter. 

The old lumberjack was a marked character. As a rule be 
was a hard drinker, a loud swearer, improvident, careless of 
dress, bappy-go-luclcy, yet, withal, kindhearted, fairminded and 
patriotic, a good .friend and a good enemy. He could be as 
kind as any to o. f:riend, and he could hit his enemies a harder 
blow then perhaps any other class of men - ond he '170.3 never 
bashful about using his fists,. 

In the fall Jo.ck set out for the woods, usually a crowd 
going together, laughing and singing, shouting o.nd cracking 
rough jokes. Bis II turkey" on his back consisted usually of a 
coarse potato sack tied across the shoulders with a strap or 
piece of rope and contained a few clothes nnd other articles 
that went to make Up his 111d. t." 

In the woods he worked thro-ugh the cold ,rinter months 
from da.wn of day until dark. At night he was usually glad to 
bolt his food and retire to his rough board bunk in the long 
low camp shanty and sleep the good sound sleep earned by hie 
day of toil . On SUnday if he felt inclined to do so mu.ch 
honor to the appearance of civilization, he would shave, cut 
his hair, bathe, wnsh and mend his clothos. As a rule there 
was little chance in winter to get out for social enjoyment 
and little opportunity to spend his money. Usually all would 
go well and the Jackie '17ould lead a sober, industrious 
life for months. 

I B ... 

When spring came, however, with the mo 1 ting of the snows 
the camps were b.roken Up and Jack would pack hi.a •turkey" and 
draw his winter ' s pay, amounting sometimes to several hundred 
dollars. Then he would hike for the settlements eager for 
f:reedom and ready for a good time. It was small wond.er then that. 
be endeavored to make Up for lost time, spending his money 
recklessly and indulging in all sorts of excesses until his mon,y 
was all spent, gambled away, or stolen. 

Jack would wake Up from his spree.either in jail or under 
the sidewalk, his head aching, his clothes torn. and his 
pockets empty. He would drift around for awhile and then go 
back to the woods to repeat the process. 

It is a. notable fact that except duri~ recent years the 
l\llllberjack was largely of old YOllkee stock. 

THE TIMBER INDUS'lRY rn 1906 
S-L 7/14/06 

'!bat the timber industry of the county is not a thing of 
the past is sho'flJl by the fact that loggers are getting ready 
for next season ' s output4 

Cro:rrford & Sons of Cedar River have a number of comps 
in operation, peeling hemlock bark which is used in tanning. 
A great dcnl of cut ting and Gkidding is done by Crawford & Sons 1 
also the cutting of logging roads. 

'Iba Mashek Company is also operating cronps along the 
Indiantown & Southern railroadi which timber will be cut up 
by Hall 1s mill at Gourley nnd also by the Heath mill. 

Nadea.u Brothers of Nadeau will commence operations in 
timber as soon as the weather is cooler. '.!hey are cutting 
the biggest stock of logs ever received in their mill yard at 
Nadeau. 

Menominee has great products of tamarack: piling which is 
used in building foundations for huge skyscrapers in large 
cities. The government is also a large consumer of pilings in 
building breakwaters, docks, and lighthouse piers. 



NO. 2 PICTURE PAGE 

First row at top of page, across, left to right. 
a. Part of Old Camp I near the Big Cedar. 
b . Arri val of the Chuck Wagon, with the noon meal. 
c • River Dr1 vers on the Big Cedar. 

Middle row, across, left to right. 
d. Lacount I s High Banks where logs were banked for 

the dr1 ve down the Big Cedar. 
e. Loading logs. Men are from the William Hanf' camp 

in the Cedar River area. 
f . The William Ban£ camp crew before the cook:house at 

camp. The large man seated with a cook on each 
side is the boss William Hanf. 

Bottom row1 across, left to right. Local uses of logs. 
g. Remains of old chorcoal kilns near the c. & N.W. tracks 

east of Wilson. (1940) 
h. Paper mill at Menominee. (1940) 
i. Portable mill ut Jule Deschai.ne 1 s Luroberyord, La.Branche. (1940) 

Pictures of l'Ulllbering in the Gourley township area were mode 
available through the courtesy of Mrs. Charles LaCount. These are 
the views designated a, b, c, and d . 

~e pictures of the men of the William Han! camp were secured 
through the kindness of Mr. Han1' 1s grand-daughter, Miss Eileen Miller 
.,f the \11.-ldwood coamuni ty in Ingallston township. ihese are views 
a and f. 

h picture of the paper mill at Menominee is used through the 
courtesy of the Conant Studio, Menominee. 

I ti, 





enom·nee 
OlhBr Days 

n·nd 
Olhe1n lJu~s 



MENO!.(!NEE - O'l'HER DAYS AUD WAYS 

The accounts in the following ~ages givo vivid pictures of 
days long past. 'Ibey ore not intone.ad to cover exhnusti vely the 
fields of history and reminiscence, and :perhaps do not even 
mention by rome mnny persons whoea contributions to community 
life were of outstanding importll.:ce. Some such persons left no 
written mecoirs; others cay h:wa -::Ti tten accounts that ho.ve not 
been me.de available for this boo':• Again a nunber of the 
older persons of the present day have intended to prepare notes 
of reciniscer.ces but have not 7et done so. Perhaps tbeira will 
appear in some later chronicle. 



. . . 

'1'33 ::mro:n::rni IlIDI.Al!S Ai.ID 'I's:E cow::G OF FUR TRADERS 
l3y Josephine Ingalls Sawyer 

(Following are excer>Jts from a '>aper 1r8!)ared by I.Ira. 
Sawyer to be read at the Old. Settlers' Banquet in Menominee 
in 1923. Urs . Sawyer spent almost all her life in Menominee. 
She was the daughter of Judge E. s. Ingalls who came to 
Menominee in 1859, became p1·om1nent in local affairs, 
"Oublished the first newspaper, and in 1876 com.:_;iled the 
1876 CEI!'El::TI:AL iilSTORY OF THE TWIN CI 'l'B5. ill.s daughter 
Josephine :carried A.. L. Sawyer, who with her assistance 
in research comoiled a three volume hi story of the Upper 
Peninsula. ) -

Picture tm.s territory to the north, covered with 
almost unbroken forests of the finest of wood, untouched by 
the bligi:lt of commerce , unharmed by the woodman I s ax. 'That 
vast forest country with its rolling surface of hills and 
valle;rs extending in gradual ascent to the mountainous country 
northward. bad as its only .high11ays, except here and there an 
Indian trail, the fine river system of the Henomineo, whose 
chief brancnes penetrated t!lat region of slumbering 11ealth 
llai ting for its CO!IIDercial age. 

Picture also the natural results of such a combinatio:i 
of forest :nd stream. Row could the streams be otner than 
neo-oled with fish and the home of the beaver, tho marten, and 
-t~-mink? ::row could the forests be other than swarming with 
ui ld game• such as bear, deer, and lynx? 

It was into a condition like this that the first 
settlers, as fur traders, introduced themselves to the 
r esident I:i:.dians. 

They found '1pOn the north bank of the t~enominee, from a 
point where the paper mill bridge is now located, up to and 
including the grounds of the Country Club, the MenQllrl.ne.e 
Indian Village. The tribe , tho~ generally reputed ~o have 
been peaceful , was not as populous as in times :,as1i• Tradition 

says it was recovering from the effects of the great 11 Sturgcm 
War" , fought between the Chip.9cwas and tho L!enominees on the 
site of tbat village IOE!JlY, man,y years before. 

At tho timP. of the traders, w~ere now is located Main St. 
(Sheridan Road) there was a long, narrow sandy rid&e , timbered 
ITi. th scrub oak 8lld jackpine, with the bay washing its easterly 
front, and its westerly edge falling off into a great slough 
that spread out from the river to &he region of the Sugar 
Factory a:ld the St. Paul Depot and extended north past the 
present location of Ogden Avenue. That slough, and another 
to the south of St. Ann I s church, 17ere filled with an abundance 
of r1ild rice, 1Lich served as a great attraction to wild ducks 
and other l'later for,l , and v1as the Mme of many fur-bearing 
animals . 

At that time the river flowed in all its majesty, unhamper-
ed by dams , uncrossed by brid&e, and there were no wharfs or 
docks on the banks of either river or bay. 

Tli,1re is no doubt that both the Indians and the first 
settlers endured many hardships and suffered many privations 
in the rigorous winter seasons , but they must have had endearing 
compensations. Imagine yourself in a canoe , fishing on the 
bay or running the tempting rapids of the river. Imagine a 
trip into the forest waore, after e. day's journey, you camped 
for the night on a bed of boughs, with a green forest canopy 
as your s~elter, the breath of balsam an1 cedar os a tonic, 
and were lulled to sleep by ,he tune of 11 ri:91>ling brook. 

The Indians kept no records, or prattically none, and 
the early trader a did no better :Because ti1ere were 
no records kept vie do not kno\7 exactly the date when the 
first ryermanent white aet"ler came, but it is fairly established 
that i.t was about 1796 Louis Cha11piev. was this first 
.l)l8Ilo 



T 
T"'n3 :'!RST 'aADI~:G POSTS 

~y Judge Eleazer S. Ingalls 

(This account i o taken frcm Judg') Ingalls 1 1876 
c:.::;'l':c:mHAL HISTORY) 

T"ne .first 11:11 te man rino came to Ucnoni nee to stay was 
Louis ChaY.)iou ( or Cha'Opee), an Indian trader, Ytho came here 
as an agen"t •or tn American F11r Co111Dany and established a 
-oost in 1?96. (T"1is -post was en t..1e '17isconsin site of the 
river, nearly o-pposiie the Indian Villagt: spoken of in tl1e 
article by Mrs. Sawyer ae being lccat.cd on he l!icnigan side 
near the site of Riverside CoUJ,try Cl. ... b) . 

A. t that tim.;: nw.ny thousand I:-idians visited the lle:iorninee 
River ever~: scascn. -:,hile to th-1 north ani about tho nead-
quarters of th,) riv'r, and towaras Lake SU!Jerior , the Chippewas 
had numcroua villages W:1icll wer• accessible by birch en.noes 
There ,,as P.Il ab-..mdtu1ct• of ':>caver, otter, r~nlc, mus::0-at , •-iartin 
and fishers, b.:wr , deer. and les~ vahiable game, throughout 
the ccunt~• • .:.-nd this post became an im,orte.nt trt1ding point . 

Chan-oi••n was a Fren~lt-Canadian voy~eur, with sufficient 
educ'liion- to kee--, what bcol:s w~:r.e necessary for ::ui I:-idian 
tradi~ :,ost, anti. Vias apparently the right ID.'.l1l for tnc place. 
iie Ttas stirring and nctivr., anrl had sufficient courogc nnd 
n<:?:-vo for ney emergency thot might arist;l. ?.e had a large 
nwnber of nen, ,pic::eci. uo from that class of Cano.diz,n voyngeurs 
who preferred a lif~ in the solitude of tho forests to a home 
"1th civilizatio1., I\Ild :1is :,ost sometimes prcse.ited the appear-
ance of a well g~rrisoned fort, .-ind at other times he was left 
almost solit~ alone to defend it if hostile Indians 
approached. 

His 90!:'t was solidly built of logs with palisades made of 
heavy timbers set in t.h., ground around it. Some portions of 
his post near Chap:gce's Rapids were remaining w~on the 1'1Titer 
of this car:10 in tho country in 1859. 

A story is told ill~strating his nnrv~ in d~or as well 
as the uncomfortable position an Indian trader is som....time:-. 

nlaccd in w~en nis ,ost is f~r out ,n the frontjer, away 
from civilized men, I state the s ,r;: ar. i t T1as related 
to me by John G, Xi ttson, several ;pars ·oeforil his death. 

All of the T1:-1i tt> men belor,.ging to tho post bad been 
sent awey on various expeditions , l ~avi:16 ol'.!ly ChapJJLOl and 
another man. A bend of Indians i-ro:o a dil:'t(ll\cc T1 •• o were 
none too friendly , camo to the p~st, and. bufor~ Ch.::q;pieu 
had di scovcred th/3 cnaracter of ni s visitors they had come 
l'li thin ,he stockade and in~ic'.c tho bd. ldir.g -u.sed for t!le 
storeroorr . ;.,. first t:1ey began peacaably to talk of trade, 
but soon got noisy and th.-..eatering 0 and it was not. long befao 
he became satisfied, froa. thoir actions, tnat thb cbject of 
their visit was to rob him of his g iods and probably to 
lift bis 3calp. 

To fight t:1em was out of the q;iest.ion, for not only 
l7er,:i they inside of the stockade, but W'J•'e cro11di..ng around 
his smo.11 co\:.Ilte": insidti of ,;h,, store 'tuilding and all of 
his 1·cliablc men v1ero i!D:,; away wh•3•e he could not recall 
thorn, nc tried ty plcar.ant r.ords t.o s ti!l the storm and 
avert foe clu.---.ge:·, ·,:i foout av<U-1; tu'ly g,·e:,, mu.e and more 
tiu-eateni!ig, and 1·1hcn, az he t',ought, the crisis had nearly 
apprcacb.od_. he rolled out a keg of ,~o'17de.:- ,;;ticll l7ac open 
at the end, uni catching~ a loaded pistol he cocked it 
and -oointed it into the gunpor1der, 'Ille. with flashing c;res 
turned to tt.eir C:'liof and told bia. '.i1at if every Indian was 
not out of the stockade in two minutes ile would fire into 
the gunpowder, and. send t..~em all to the ha::i'lY hunting grounds. • 

They lmew by his tone and the flash of his eyP. tnat he 
meant business, and being suddenly impressed l'lith the idea 
that discretion ,1as t.he better nart of valor , in less than 
two minutes not an Indian v1as to be seen inside the stockade. 
The best of the matter was that they became so favor ably 
impressed vti th nis bravery, they iCIIIICdiately made friends with 
him, and he got a good trade with them, and they alr:ays / 
remained .d.!l friends , and often afterwards visited him, to 
his and the American Fill" Collt-)8l)y 1s great profit • • • He 
carried on his trade with the Indians for maey yea.rs, until 
dispossessed by Farnsworth & Brush, as will be hereafter stated. 



After being dispossessed of his (;asconsin) property by 
them he crossed the Menominee River ( to the J,hcr.igan side 
about 1823) and built a new trading p0st near the foot of 
"Cba~Jee 1s Rapids"-which were named after him--about five 
miles up the river from the village of Menominee. There 
be remained trading with the Indians until he died; in 1852. 

He surrounded this post with palisades in the same manner 
as be did the first one, and some of these remained standing 
until after I came into the country. Chap~ieu took to himse).i' 
a squaw, Vii th w:hom he lived, and raised children, as ilas the 
custom Iii th the trader s in those days, but to whom he was 
never married. Some of the descendants a few years ago were, 
c-nd probably now are, living about the Peshtigo River, in 
C.con to county, Wisconsin. 

'me next -oermanent w::U te settlers vrho came were William 
Farnsworth and- Charles Brush, who came the same season, and 
operated together aft3r their arrival. They arrived in 1822. 
Tiley were stirring, m.de-awak:e business men, but without so 
nice a sense of' and as would stand -.,articularly in 
the way of their carrying out any enterprise that they might 
undertake . About the first important enterprise they entered 
illto was to root out Chappieu f r om his trading post, before 
alluded to . 

Unfortunately, Chap;_)ieu, through want of discretion, or 
per'laps forgetting that be was then the onzy vriti te settler 
in the country having authority, opened the way for them, and 
mao.e the OJnortuni ty of wllich they were onzy too ready to 
avai l themselves . 

Owing to some difficulty, c .-1ap!)ieu, soon after they came 
on the river, got intc a quarrel with the chiefs- Spaniard 
and Shenegesick:, and a brother of the latter. Durin& the 
fracas he lost a thumb . Making more of the matter than 
prudence required, he caused t:.ese chiefs to be arrested and 
taken to Green Bay, (Fort Howard) imd imprisoned in. the fort 
there by tlie United States t r oops stationed at that place. 

Those chiefs were told that they were to be taken to 
Detroit and i~ri saned there, and in some way- they got the 

idea that as a punishment for tho loss of Chappiou •s thumb 
they were to .1ave their tee th knocked out. These stories 
were, undoubtedly, started by some of the white men, and 
told the Indians to ffget a sell en ;hem," (to use a slang 
term). T.he Indians, being very credulau.s, believed the 
Teports and told the chiefs, who , as well as their followers, 
\7ere ver;, much frightened and supposed the offense was a very 
serious one. 

T!.....s was an op:_,ortuni ty for Farnsworth. For many years 
b"efore he came to Menominee he had been employed by the 
.American Fur C<>mp.Jcy, and was well acquainted with Indian 
customs, their language and habits of t,iought. Possibly 
he had something to do in circulating the stories, though 
t.'liat such is tbe fact, tradition saith not . .At any rate the 
chance was too good to be lost, and wnen their terror had 
8:)proached its climax, he made his nay to Green Bay and 
interceded for the chiefs with such good effect that he 
ebtained their release. 

Ms made the tribe his fast friends for life, and a 
blow was thus struck at Chappieu1s iopulari ty from v1hich 
he never fully recovered. The good ,Till of the chiefs did 
not end with words . Tb;r strove to show foeir appreciation 
of one vmo had proved a friend indeed, when they were in 
need, by making him a grant of all ;he land on that side 
of the river , from the mouth to t::ie ragi~s, (lower dam) 
mu.ch grant included Chappieu1 s trading post. 

Holl far back from the river th3 grant extended, tradition 
does not snow, and as there is no written record of the grant, 
there is now no means of ascertaining, but as land at that 
time had no stated market value, it is nrcsumable that it 
extended as far back as be might chr.>ose- to consider it, so 
that it did not interfere with anybody 1 s rights who might be 
livin& on the Peshtigo River. This pres\inption is strengthened 
by the f act that the Indians , who only wanted the lalld for 
huntin& purposes, could·continue to have·just as much use of 
it as if they had not gt ven it awe;y. 

The one tiling that Farns'!l'orth Y1anted most he got . 'ftlat 
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was ~n.appicu•s trading ,ost . One day when the latter was 
11way, taking :;.civantage of his absence, ~;:;.rns;vortll anc. '!lis 
followers en tereo. and took possession 01 t!le :;,ost. T"ney 
-:,iled t:19 gooc.s, flares , whisky, furs , squaws, papo~scs , otc. ' 
out end as 'l'trits for "forcible entry unc. detainer 11ere not 
in fashion then on toe Menominee , and the aggressors were the 
stronger :;,art;, CnapJ>ieu, on his return, feeling ~ompletel! 
disgusted vii. th the turn things bad taken. piled 1:l. s t:'aps te 
his canoes ano. lladdled them up to the foot of the ra,ids wru.ch 
still bear bis IU:lllle , and there b-jj_lt another stockade , as I 
have before statecl, and made a final stand for his rights. 

·.T.:lile t:1e c~urse ta.ken by Farnswor th in this matter , may 
not have been strictly according to th, code no~ su:;>?osed to 
r8t,-ulai.e tl::e acts of the !lgo.,,le of the of_ ·,iisconsin, it 
was one s tev forr1ard in t:1e coi.:.rse of c1 v1.l1zat1on o:-. the 
Menominee r.iver, in fact it was the first step toward it. 
'lhovgh Farnsrrorth was an Indian trader, he v1as also something 
more; :ie ~..)d good business capacity, and 3rush, r1.10 was 
associated with him, had quite as good. 

The First Farmer in l.ltnominef' County 

T"ne ne;r.t Vlili te man to to:i:~ up o .manent residence in 
what is no11 }.:enomineo County was Jonn G. Kit.son. iie came in 
la26 as a cl<:-rk fer t!lo .American Fur Cortl:)aey under Cha!)pieu. 
Re 11e!' t,1e son of a 3ri tish officer 11ho wo.s, or had been 
statio~d in Canada. Mr. iritsson spent the remainder of hls 
life in this vicinity, and died in 1 872, his death being 
hastened, £ s it is believed, by the e,:posure ar.d suffering he 
and his farr.ily ,·,ere subjected to en the nigl,t of the great 
woods fire in October, 1871. 

lie wa~ D ver7 int'3lligent and stirring man p.nc, was all 
his life actively engaged in the fur trade or in faming, and 
he had t~o :10nor of clearing and working tho first r~rms ever 
O'l)ened in thi c ccu."lty, on" at :-:ausauk~e :Bend above Grnnd 
?~-oids, :u-.C: a.."lother ~t Chappoo I s Rapids, near t'1. o l, trading 
post, where he resided for many years before t;v great fire . 

. ::1 ttscn hac. e;reat influence over t'h.:i Indians , and m:is at . 

all times ll friend. to t!leir intcrP.sts. 'Ihe I::di:':ls olweys 
snoke c.f i.:X-. ttscn as II toe write,.·, n a ru,.me t'.le~ g ... ve him 
oii account of ni s doing nll the writing for them in their 
various transactions •11i th the governr.ient. Ee has 'left many 
descendants v,:.o still 1111.i!:e the 11enomi1,ee tr,eir home. One 
son, John Kittson, was killed in the war of the rebellion in 
Sherman I s march to the sea . 

Other Early Settlers 

In 1826 came also Jose~h ~uncan w~o was emoloyed as a 
packer b;,, tho .American fur Company. F.e was a brave soldier 
and fovght the battle of Plattsburgh. lie might be entitl ed 
to a '!lension, onl.Y, unfortunately, h'3 was fighting on the 
wrong side. ':t> ,;as a :British solc1ier, is still living, and 
makes .~is home with Cilarles ;:cLeod, ML believes himself to 
be between 80 and so years old, though .-ie cannot tell exactly. 

The next 17hi te men w"o came to stay uermanen tly wer e 
llalltiste Premeau and Charles 1'.cLeod, wno arrived in 1832. 
Tb~y are still livi~ here at l:enomin~e , Cnarles_~cLecd 
being now 64 years old (in 1876) . 

Joscv!". De Co to (De Cota) came the sarnu year ( 1832) and 
is still alive. Re is living on a farm at lillite Raoids, 
and i:: nc:1 in 1876, 70 years cld. A good story is told of 
De Ccti.,., \."_o L, ?rcnc,.., ond does not talk the best of ?lnglish. 
,\ fow ,cars ..go he h.,ci a l;;wsUit w.1.t .. J ,r.n G. Kittson, with 
whom hJ fills not or. tL best of ter· ,s , about a horse r1!lich 
J:ittson reul~vined. De Cota could not sry~ak the name Kittson 
but ;,lways • called it "Dixon. n Soon after th-? time of the 
suit with I:ittson, a Catnolic ryriest, 1:no made occasional 
visits to the tlenominoe River, - and toro..igh the wild settle-
ments, CDIDO here and visited De Co ta at Waite Rapids . 

De Cota made him a present of a ..,ony to assi.,st him in 
his travels on ilis missionary journeys. The matter of h i s 
llui t 11i tl. ::it tson would occosionally come Up, anC: he invariably-
worked himself into a passion, and after eX!'.austing ~very 
expletive in the Cnnadian- Fronch vocabulery, he would cool off 
with, "Vell, I give vey tri• hoss ; I give von to dP ~or d and I 
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give von to de devil; I give von to do priest and I give 
von to John Dixon. " 

EARLY DAYS IN MENOI.UNEE 

l3y Catherine Lyon Boswell (1896) 

I fir st saw what is noTr our beautiful and prosperous city 
on a lovely morning in June, 1853, and all we could see from 
our point of view was two small houses and a few fish silantiee, 
the rest was trees - nature in all her unadorned beauty. 

After breokfasting on sturgeon end other good things at 
Quimbys, cooked as only Mrs. ~mby could cook, we went on 
board a 81!1311 boat which 1Tas to toke us to the end of our 
journey• a place on the Wisconsin side of the river, near 
where the old naper mill stands. 'lhere were three comfortable 
houses there, occupied by John B. Jacobs, bis mother Marinette, 
and the third was to be our home for an indefinite time . 

'lhe river was a broad expanse of water reaching from 
shore to shore, not an island to be seen till you came to one 
where Isaac Stenhenson 1 s mill now stands. 'lhat island had a 
cabin on it in ~hich John Tebo and bis f8lllily lived. It was 
called Tebo 1 s Island. At that time there was but one mill , 
a small water mill near the middle dam. .All the river below 
that dam was clear of booms, piers, etc., a beautiful sight. 

Ou.r only mode of conveyance in sum:ner was by log or bark 
canoe. 'rhere were no streets, no use for them. as there was 
but one pair of horses and lumber wagon ond that for use about 
the mil1 • • • 'lhere were no schools, no churches, and 
hardly ony civilization. 

The first winter we spent here my sister was to be married, 
so arrangements were made with the mail carrier - whose coming, 
by the ,ray, was but twice a l!IOnth - to bring. tho Eav. Jeremioh 
Porter with him on the next trip• This was tile first rnnrria&e 
ceremony ever per:!'ome<l. on the river so far as known. 

J.!r. Porter reoained over Sunday nnd preached in T:f¥ father's 
boueo • • • Everybody come to boor bin o.nd suall oe the 
house was , there was room for everybody. 

You who get your mail delivered to your door twice a day 
can realize very ll ttle of what it was to know that we could 
get ours only on the 15th and the 23d of each month and the 
ea&erness 1n th which we looked for the mail carrier, a aai l 
boat in sumner, a pack on bis back in the fall and spring 
between ice and water, and a po~· team on the ice in the winter. 
The risks the mail carrier had to run to get to us I fear we 
hardly considered in our annety to hear from our friends. 

There were more Indians here then wbi te people, Iruilo.ns 
who wore moccasins and 11 ved in uigl78!DS• Bu.t they had one 
ndvantoge; when the l'Tigwam became too filtcy for ® Indian even 
to 6Ildure, they could toke it down and in e. short time set it 
up in a clean place. The earth t1ns the floor and, of course. 
wns never swept. There was a fire in the mii:.dle of tile place, 
and the family squatted around it in o circle. Yes, I soid 
sqlllltted, for there were no sents but tho ground. In tb.3 
81lllm8r o. fire woe built outside the m.grram n little wny, but 
when tile Tleather was worm they sle:;,t wherever they Juipponed 
to be . 

'mere were not to exceed a dozen f8lllil1es of wbi te people 
on the river, the most of the men engaged about the mill. Our 
shopping had to be done in Chicago or Green Bay, so you can 
imagine not much of it was done. There were but two dry goods 
stores at Green~ at that time, neither of tham large. 

(NOTE: Catherine Iqon was a daughter of .A.F. Iqon who 
later married William Boswell, an earl,y ,.iail carrier. In a 
few respects her recollections differ troc those of her younger 
brother, Jaces F. Lyon. It is well to rec8J:lber that hers were 
written in the price of life, a 11 ttle over forty yeo.rs after 
coming to Menominee , while James F. Lyons' reoiniscences were 
brought to cind eighty-seven years after his coming. ) 
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REIJINISCEUCES 

.:By Nicholas Gewehr (1904) 

On the fourteenth of Septecber, 1850, I landed on tha 
shores of Menominee, coming here on the old propeller Jic 
lfood which was :running between Chicago and Green Bay 
We landed on the bay shore east of Mo.in street near where 
Grand avenue (Quimby Ave . ) now is. John ~ciby, sr. and faci ly 
were 11 vi~ clo'Oe by and north of Eveland Court ond Mo.in 
street, Mr. Andrew Eveland lived. 

:Both were :fishemen and used seines, pound nets not 
being known o.t tho.t time. 'Ibo nelll"est fishercan south of 
Uenooineo wns Levi Hale v1ho lived about two mles south of 
the Peohtigo river . There were no other fishermen on the 
boy shoro as for north as Cedar River. 

Charles McLeod's house was the first on the Michigan 
side near the river, above Tebo's island. There were no roads 
frOl!l the river to the McLeod hoce , only trails through the 
woods ond suamps ••• at the foot of Ogden avenue • •·• 
Eveland court • • • and eouth-of Kirby street. All three 
of the trails came together near Ogden avenue and Broaduay. 

Even !.lain street (Sheridan Road) was not opened at that 
time. John 13. Jacobs had a small store across the r1 ver from 
McLeod's and Mrs. Marinette and Dr• Hall also oad houses 
built across the river in Wisconsin. Other than that I 
believe that section of the country mis a bigger wilderness 
than Menominee • • 

I worked for John Quimby, the fisherman, and st~ed 
with him until the spring of 1852 when I and Julius Heimbeck 
joined in partnership • • we could not ngree • 
and I went bacl:: to 11.ilwaukee • • • I returned a month 
afterwards, h.o,1evcr, w1 th the intention of finding work at 
Cedar River and I did. I romai.ned there until snow fell 
and then r,e~t TTi th a lumber crew, remaining in a nearby coop 
through the winter • • During the fore pnrt of the 

spring I ucnt to Racine to learn tha cooperogo trade and in 
the spring of 1854 I come back t.o Menooince to work for 
Mr. Quintby uwcing fish barrelo. 

In 1854-55 I wo.s in comoo.n;y '71 th the &ckecan 13roth.ers 
nnd between us wo ma.de 30,000 fish staves that season. 'lhese 
we brought to 13irch Creek and sold at a good price. 

I then bUilt a new house and married Miss Katherine 
Cam:iann, a sister of Mrs. Henry :Bade (of 13irch Creek). In 
1871 I found my strength failing ue, so I gave up fislung 
and kept on coopering. 
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TRIP OP T:-3 l,IENO!.U~ iilTIF. rn Ti£ FALL OF 1854 

A Diary Acc9unt 17ritten by Alanson F. Lyon, September, 1854 

(liote: A. F. Lyon was the father of James F . Lyon whose reminiscences of Llenominee in early 
days apl)ear elsewhere in this book. He came to Menominee in 185.: m,d moved his family- ilei·e in 1853.) 

58'0tember 4th, J.!onda,y p.!.!. Left home 11'1 th a boat I !lad pre-
:9ared fo:. to.a purpose. Provisioned 1 t for two ,crsons one 
month, m~;rself and son. Concluded to try 1 t 11'1 th.out other 
heln as we found it difficult to :orocure a suitable person 
for- an assistant on the voyage. Landed the first night 
about a mile above the Cha:ppee Ra~ids. 

except the bear meat. They offered to dress the bear md 
give us some of the meat, which we declined. They started 
down the river as soon as they got through eating, and wo 

when it ceased raining. 

\Tednesd.a.v, 6th. Pushed on the ri var and camped near J • 
Xittson•s. I ha~ forgotten to mention yesterday that we 
met J,!r . :Burt just below Twin Isl®ds, a government surveyor 
on his way down. Eis m~m having got lame and disabled 
prevented 'his finishing what he \?:ished to. accomplish, He 
was after a hand or tflo and intended returning up the river. 

Thul·sd.ay, 7th. Kitteon•o Shanghai crossed lfith us in the 
morning. We cooked and ate our broaid'as t of duck which 
uas very fine. Made our portage at n ttson1s , partly 
before he was up, chatted with Kittsons a little while , 
and J?UShod on. Stopped at Decotos (near White Raoids) a 
short time. Got some ~otatoes ond green corn, lllllsh ("IUsk) 
melon \/atermelon to take alon-1; vd th us. A good many 
Indians were here and at Kittson I s on their way down. 
1/e saw several canoea come throug!l tile r8'0ids. Yellow Dog 
and his family and others. Jim Crow is here, nnd they say 
there are no more Indians nbove the river. 'lhey are oll 
thus fa:r on their wey down. Pushed. on and camped at 
Battise 1 old place (Note. Baptiste Primeau or Premo) , head 
of ifni te ?'a.,ids. DeCoto was Tery glad to see us and was 
anxious foi• us to stay l7i th hi.m. Saici. ought not to hurry 
on, that I wna .• work:ing too hard; but I promised to stop 
when I came down. 

' ,. Fridey, 8th. It commenced raining soon after midnight and 
rained hard and incessantly until late in the P. M. so that 
we kept in our tent all day. 

saturdsY1 9th. ~7e pushed on up to Pomene Falls ns '17e have a 



:;;01·t.age to 1.~e, got our tent in order, anc'.. snall pass tiie 
Sabbath here . 

Sunday, 10th, iianft:>led about the falls a little, but staid in 
the tent most of the day. The river is narrowed eown to a 
few rods ;1ere botll'een the two hard jagged -,oints of rock 
tnrough which it has worn or broken its way and rushed down 
with great violence, the rapids col!IDencing some little way 
above t.'1e great pitch. 

llonday1 11th. !lade o·:r .,ortage and got started again at a.bout 
9 o I clocL anC: was ·,ushing on ti:J v11:len we saw a <ieer ( the 
first \78 ·1a~ SP.en) crossing the river some via';! above us. 
- , l1U1dec near wnere he went out of the vrater anc. !!organ 
tried to get a S:-1ot at him, but tile fellow was too 11ide 
aw8lte fo1· om. Got within a few rods •1~n th_o. deer saw him 
first anc he 11as soon \lt> and off, Got to P , ? . ".7. made the 
nortage r nc. went on a little above the Grand Island, 'Ji tching 
our tent for night on the ~isconsin side on a Norway ~lain. 

l'uesd.a,y, 12th, Started about 7 o 1clock in the morning and made 
a .,usi:l fe,r Sturgeon Palls, which we reached about noon and 
t~ ·?ortr ge :· .. ich is a steep rock .,_,erl::aps 100 feet raise in 
15 roC:s, t:.'.l Y1~1ole ,ortage may be 60 rods as steep down one 
side es it is :ugh up th~ other. This ,ortage :-re made and 
v,ere tired enoUJh to camp rn tbout starting any further . 
To~ r1e ;-u;.ve seen three deer and Morgan has S:1ot three 
times, on.cc a very 1 chance but he e;ot no venison 11hich 
rat'-er rnc'rtif'.<- 1 hL--i. E,, has got a for us nofl and 
t.mn, hoT-ever, rihich relishes woll. : 
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:ednesd.ey1 13th. Got to foot of Sand Rapi~s about nocn. 
Cannot see ,icy this is called Sand Ra!>iea.s for the bed of 
the river is a nerfect bed of boulders without 8IlY 
r egular cbannel-going SIDO!lf ~hem. 'l'hg 11:1ole ri ve:r is 
white with foam as far 1lp as you can see it, say SO or 
100 rods . We took the ,,ort1>..ge trail :uic' •7 alked to the 
head of it about 1} miles. At the he:3.C. of the trail is a 
considerable fall . lihile looking about i1ere Vie discovered 
a trail leading around this f?ll only ..,nd concluded that 
the Indians some times made a short "Jo1·tage only ,7hen 
they are on .he descendins route. I observed fresh barefoot 
tracks on this short trail and on our return to the foot 
of the ra:,,ids found an Indian and squaw :.:ad landed with 
their bark canoe v,hich they had turned in the sun to dry 
in order t o mend a hole which they ha6. broken in it coming 
through the rc1pid.s. 17e exchanged a little breai. and pork 
ui t.1 him for some dried venison and some -)otato'"s• He soon 
men, d his canoe and 11ent on ,:,r obably as fer as the Sturgeon 
Falle foat night. -

·"'i ,, . -,:•-~--. ._,.,--r::.,. ' 
... .. ·, 
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On our VIDJ' this morning ·1e ran our boat up a 
small still run a few roci.s w:ilen 'ffe found a 
little lake of 5() or 60 acres. 7.e soon 1

filscovered a fine d.eer feeding or rather 
standing in the grass at he margin of the 
water. I pac!dled the boat direct for him 
and he stood and looked at us carelessly as 
an ox until we were Within 12 or 15 rods '7hen 

ho walked &71ay . i.:organ die. not shoot at him. i,1shed to 
get a 11 ttle nearer. :;e concluded not to make a long 
portage, but to c~ here and examine for timber as far as 
~ll!'.lesec on foot . ""e find on the island here that they 
have a camp and a tree marked with pencil Green nay and 
Lake Sunerior RR Survey August 15, 1854. No names. Two 
leaves form a T1ork in astrology :Pinned. or pegged to a tree. 
'iile com_:_)any, 11hoever they were, bad evicl.ently spent some 
days here, I 'l)resume timber hunters - t:1.eir railroad story 
to the contrary notWi thstanding. 

Thursday, 14th. :i'ook an all day tramp in t.ae woods following 
township line T 39, R 29 - T 37, :R 30 an<i on section line 



startir.g } mile above our tent but coming to the river 
again £Ome miles below. Got home tired as usual, cooked 
and ate our supper and laid down to rest. 

MENOMINEE RIVER 

Friday, l5th. Started for Q;Uinnesec Falls reached there 
about half past ten o ' clock. 'nle fall is a ~lendid one 
about to feet nearly perpendicular, the river is narrow 
and the water a perfect mass of foam and spr~ with rain-
bows ii:. every direction. The place is well represented 
oy the picture you have seen of it in the geological 
re-.;,ort . :ieturned to camp and got a late linner and down 
the river to some timber we had observed yesterday a litt le 
more ti.an a mile, pitched our tent 11ilert:l there had been 
a larg~ lodge or rather two or three large lodges of 
Indians and a great deal of venison dried, made our bed, 
got :;_:>lentY of 1700d, ate our pork and bread, and laid 
d.orm tl at night for a good sleep. 

tracked all around so the t he must :ilave been rure some 
time. \7e have spent no time hunting or watching for them, 
but should much like to get one. 

Sunda,y, 17th. A rainy morning. Goi; breakfast about 8 
o ' clock nnd shall ~robably lie in camp all d~. Ceased 
raining about noon and we had a fine afternoon • .AmUsed 
ourselves with whittling. 

Monday, 18th. 3roke Calll'p and moved c.own the river a little. 
Left all in the boat and went on a line west on the 
Michigan side. Traveled until 5 p.H. when we got back to 
our boat and pitc.~ed our tent on the Wisconsin side and 
got things as comfortable as circumstances would pennit. 
Tod~ is the first that we aav" seen a...§-!!._'7r in the woods . 
"ire ran upon him when he was asleep _;::-:;i -,,,. , 
sure. for he could not have been ~-. - '"' ( ~ / 
more than 50 feet from mo when he · ·, ..........., · • 
bounded up and was off. !.!organ \; \_ '\tt · ' , j 
was not in a position to get a JI r ~~:, , 11· 
shot at him which he much regretted. f'k·,;A j; · ('-di,. 

• I " ,> 1( •)!: t, 
Tuesday, 19th. Examined timber anc decided locations all 

day ant. came home satisfied with my 1..ay1s work:, at all 
events satisfied that I was very tired. A little shower 
just after noon has made the 1700<:.s rather wet. We have 
killed no game since last Saturtay and begin to want 
something fresh. ""'Ill_ """- _ ,, 

'II" ,· ,·-(, ,.. 

SaturfaY, 16th. Examined the lots \78 came here for and find l7ednesdav 1 20th. Soon after Y1e were uo in the morning we ""f-• 
them .;rod. tTnile on this examination MOrgan shot a duck heard a flock of wild geese. Got our breakfast of~ork. 
an<i a 1artricge which will give us a fine relish for two b1·ead and coffee . Struck our tent and started for the~ 
m~als. Got back to calllp about noon. Ate a little and mouth of the Sturgeon P.iver. On our .ray down Morgan t-,! 
went G.<''l'--n the river with boat near a mile to make prel:im- C------..... shot a duck w.li.ch sorvod us a good meal. At this point 
inary cbservations on the lfisconsin side, traveling threek '. \ (mouth of Stllrgeon River) we had match work to do and 
or fau1• miles among thick pine and hemlock uoods. Found J.lrt7•tit,_' emaining here examining and locating for timber until 
wbat we were annous to find, a line and. figures, returnea-' /'-• l)r:, ilSaturday. We saw several deer on our travels but none 
to our boat and up to camp, cut wood for night. Ate a ,,~ near eno~h to shoot. When looking for lines and 
du.ck. and laid down for Saturday night. Deer tracks fresh timber, talking and thraab.ing along thro1.1gh the brush, 
w1 th. r,,ell beaten trails in all directions while we were the deer hear and see us before we do them for they 
away f'rom o'1l' boat today, there was a deer to it and have long eara and sharp eyes . re were hunting for 
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t l.UIOer not deer. and. have spent no time hunting game. l: have 
not fin1 shed. Our vicinity at the mouth of the Sturgeon 
River keeps us Tiell s~plied with ducks. i'fe have ~-..,-J'4) 
music. Rave but the roar of th~ falls above and ,,j;~,,;:z,.. 
bol ow us a:ac:. the constant cilatter of the red squirrels 
of w,lich t:"le woods are tun. generally you might sit at our 
tent and S:'"loot as ma:ny as you '!)lease for th9y are saucy 

enough to come close to you. In one of 
-.,. our woods rambles Morgan saw_ a _porcupine 

{( , on top of a pine t r ee and tnec. a shot at 
bim, but as we di d not consider him worth 
the aamuni t i on we left him and went on. 

~a tu:-c:l!IY, 23rd. :Broke our encampment snd moved down below 
S~·geon Palls. Maae a :;,ortage which is the worst we 
have had to 1!18lce in about two hours. This is the one I 
mentioned as 1leing right up and right dorm, but coming 
downstream it is worse than up . Got camped about one or 
t:10 o I c1ock but Morgan and mysel f felt more like restiD& 
than 'll'.ything else so 11e laid about C8IJlP bringing as you 
see two Sundays together. 

Sunea.y, 24th. ::Iore bel ow Sturgeon Falls ·vo have a 
little ada.i tion to the music. 'i'he sturgeons often 
break ~:ie stillness with a heavy splash and ,1unge 
into the 11a tor and Jud&ing from the noise made in 
the nii,;n. t some of them must be very large. The river her e 
ia not v ery wide, but all tho way betl7een Sturgoon and 
Pemone Pan l'iau Falls 1 t is qui to deep. 

Monday, 25tb. ·;e feel quite fresh this morning and after 
breakfast started to finish our work about Sturgeon Vlhich 
we did to our satisfaction, and on. 

Tuesday, 26th. Started down the river, made some obser vations 
along .;il,., river and made two portages, Pemeb.e Pan \{au and 
Pemene, :running our boat through all the r6st of the rapids 
and cam:,cd at the lower end of the Pemene porta&e• 

Wednesday, 27th. Pushed on down to DeCotos at the foot of 
tho :7hi te F.apids. The river is very low and some of the 

rapids are qui ta r ough but our boat works admirably down· 
stream as well as up. We left our oars end irons on the 
first portage as we went up. but have had the use of 
them today and from this down shall find them very useful. 

'.lhursda.y, 28th. Staid last night at DeCotos . 7:~ 
You would hardly suppose that a white man could live as~ : ~ • 
he does, but he seems happy enough w1 th his lit tl.e hal!, ~. i 

IYF 

naked boys. We got plenty of potatoes here and ~~-;:,~~ 
some venison of DeCotos and some of an Indian /,:f1J !x'.,-;-:,i:~~J 
so that although our bread bag is getting l ot~ 1-~ i .!,,,.;°'f.~ 
we shall get al~ng well for provisions to J -.lJn:~~):E 
last as long as we ffi.sh. I forgot to menti oJ;iO_ -.;.~;,I • .• 
yesterday that Mor gan shot a fine whl te goos"et ~ ·fl ·-~ 
wmch I dressed last evening and have it with us in the 
boat. ';;'e do both wish that l!oth9r it home. ;7hat a 
fine meal it would make you. We have nad an Indian 
passenger from mute ?.apids dovrn to Kittson••• but he 
,,asn I t very sociabl e as h e could neither speak nor under s tam 
En.,,lish. Stopped a few minutes at Ki ttson1 s miere 178 got 
our first DeTIS from home 11hich we had since we l oft. ~le 
discovered very soon, when 11e came to the place yesterday 
that men had been up to drive l ogs but they were too late; 
about six days before we came Up tne men should have been 
here. Guess there is some t r ouble about logs at the mill 
by this time . 

J8'5 '1 

:Boating on t.h~ ~enominee River 



:mT3: ~-3 LYOl'iS 

.Alanson F . Lyon who wrote the foregoing account in 1854 
died at Fort Howard, ".'iisconsin in 1891, at ';be age of almost 
94. He was born while George i7asbington was preoident and 
lived through nearly a century of ")rogross and turmoil in 
national life. Sis daughter, Mrs. - Sue Lyon Douglas ,,hoi;e 
account of early schools a,:,~ears elsewhere, lived well ~ast 
the century mark, &nd Jamos·F. Lyon with many useful wcll-
tr.>ent years behind him is still living in Menominee (1940) at 
the a,ge of 97. iie is, perhaps, Menrminee 1s most highly 
regarded ci ti?;en, the last remaining Civil ?far veteran of 
l#'aJl ?ost ]Io. 266, G.A.R. , named for an older brother who lost 
h1s life in the war. 

Zach year James F. Lyon has given tho Gettysi.Jurg At:.drcss 
01l Memorial Day, standing with bared head n•.•ar th~ monument 
ou the G.A.~. plot in ~.iversidc Cemetery. Aft~r a cri_,pling 
tall ile was unable to aryucar in -oerson at the Memo1 ial 'Jay 
exercises in 1940, but at the re.quest of the .American Legion 
a recording was made , so bis voice was still bearc delivering 
Lincoln ' s deathless words. 

T?.A VEL :OY ;:AT3:R IN EARLY DAYS 
By James F. I.iron, 1923 

J;,y- father came here in 1852, how he got here I do not 
bow but he came back to Pennsylvania in 1853 after his family 
tbezl consisting of a wife , four girls and three boys of whom 
1 •11 the youngest, a 11 ttle less than ton :,ears of ~c. \7e 
left our Fennsylvania home in Juno, 1853 via t.ht? li. Y. & E. 
Kail,ray tc 3uffalo where wo went on board the steamer llichigan 
and five days later were landed in the middle of the night 
01>. board the barque Churubusco lying on thg anchorage outside. 
llo boats could come into the river then, and. the l:ichiGan ' s 
cm,tain knew so litt le of the west shore that aft1r coming 
into GreeD ]ay he followed the east ohore until 071osite 
lfeliominse and then ran straight .icross and aft-.:r landing us 

17ent st:·a.ight back across th'l buy before resumi:.ig bis cc.·urs"" 
:;e useci to call tnis tho Pound because wnen r.e got b<)rO they 
found it exceedingly difficult to get a1-ra;r again. 

l'le were sUvoosed to get our mail twice ·:,er month, sorr.c-
times both maii"s· came , he same week, de'!_)enc..ing on th-e r;oati.ier. 
The lato JosiS:'l :Brooks 17as carrying th,, mail from Gr~en Bay 
here, in the summer months, with a sail boat; from h -:ro to 
MarquottP. an Inlian, David !raquatosh, too:: L sometimes c.n 
foot and som~ times With a boat to some point en LitLle Bay de 
Noc and from there on foot in ~he winter, ~onies or dcgs or 
a man I s back. 

A little later John B. a~c~be. a son of l:adam Farnsworth 
(l!arinette) .,.,:.o was ct that time an Indian trader, 1>urcha11ed 
the s tewr,er 11Quoen Ci tyn and "'>laced her on a rrgula.r run 
between here and Gr<'en Bay, one day up and t h e next dey do1m. 
I cannot no11 remcl!.b•~r uhat year that rras but I think it must 
have been 1858 or 1859. From then en Lnings ~rcvf'd. T'nf'r~ 
,.,as Lh·J "Fa.'ll:iP. Fisl::11 uut on th"l route b;r ; col s. :Fisk of 
Grettn :Bay on alternate days wi til tho n~en Ci ty11 • Then the 
railrc.ad rms comple tP.d to Green ?ay and rail frcm EscaIUJba 
to 1legaun, e oncl a daily lino of boats, t:,e Saginaw ca'!le from 
Oconto, \litn a scow in tov,, took th~ C-conto froight and the 
passengers ~o Oconto . 

ANDRUS 'EVELAlID - FIRST SET'!'LSR DI DOW:iTO":N t.31:0L!IiiO 
~on01Linee Democrat 10/1~/89 

\lhcn Anc:.rus Eveland came to the soot where Menominee now 
stimds in September, 1843, there was not even a log shanty • • ,. 
It was a wilderness, but a paradise for s?ortSCilen. Deer were 
plontiful e.Jly venison a staple article of diet. With gun and 
fishing rod the old settlers did not lack for food. At tho 
time !Ir. Eveland came here there were four settlers in the 
vicinity - - rraarles McLeod, Samuel Farnsworth, John e. Jacobs 
and l.!ri;. Marinette Farnsworth after whom the city of Marinet tc 
was named. 



L!r . ~eland 'built. tne first house in },'.enominec rnc. cut 
the firat :roads through the woods . One roaC: 1'18B over what 
wns called the graveyard bluff. (NOTE: A large ma:rker neer 
Ogi!en .A.veni:e marks Graveyard Bluff or Burying Ground Poin~, 
as it is u~ually called.) ••• Mr. 3veland assisted 1n 
building tt.e first schoolhouse. 

In the fiI"st winter of 1843-44 !Jr . i:vola:id got out a 
cargo of sl:ingles, shaved by hand, and shi:::,!_)ed them to FJ.chmond 
& Co . at =~ cine, r7isconsin, In succeeding winters he got out 
stock for Eall & Co., ltcnominec , >Tho had a small lumbor mill 
nm by water ~ower and manne4 mostly by Indians. In the sU11mer 
season he eng'aged in fishing and :3urchased furs from the 
Indians. 

In tilcsc ci.ays it was rather difficult to obtain provisions 
the nearest ~oint of civilization being Green 3a:, thrOUi;h a 
nearly trackless forest. In tne sumner season the trip was 
made in ba1k canoes of rude construction and in winter by 
traveling c·n ice . 

At time J.!r. :::Veland followed fishing quite extensively, 
employing : s maey as 20 men. Iie wao then in partnership With 
a ll'.ail namec: Sanley, sheriff of the county. 

Mr. Eveland, although of Yankee parentage, was born in 
Upper Canac a in what is known as the London District. :ie was 
born in 1817 • In the year l.836 he came to Chicago 
uid secured er11:_>loyment on the old steomer Chicago , :Jlying 
between Chicago and St, Jose;,h, 

He was married in Racine, l'li sconsin in 1849 and has nine 
children, seven girls and tvro boys, all living. (1lOTE: Some 
of his descendants still live in Menominee , 1940,) 

WILLIAM G. :BOSWELL - PIOl'i"EER 
Honominee De.nocrat 5/4/89 

As early as 1843 f.illiam G. Bos~ell visited this section 
of thP coulltry, comir~ here with :Jariua Clark. At that time 

\1hitney and Gilbert of Green Da7 had the contract to carry the 
mails between Green :9ay and Cop-;,cr Harbor, or For t Wilkins, as 
the ~lace was also called, a garrison of 500 men being 
stationed there. Mr. 3oawell , tn-en a young man of yerhaps 
24 years of oge, was induced to accept a :,osi tion of mail 
messenger anc. maDY were the vicissitudes a;:.C:. hardships which he 
encountered in the several years following, c'.~ing which be 
per forced this servi co. It req1.rlred eight days to 111a£e the trip 
between fois ?(lint and L'Anse, the 'Oath leading thro-agb a track-
less forest nnd being shown b;y blat.:ed trees which required tho 
skill of a true woodsman to discover. There were no bridges 
over the streams that had to be crossed bl'?tween Duck Creek 
and Fort ~ilkins . 

At tilat time Menominee consisted of a few urimi tive look>-
ing houses and fish shanties on tho shore. C:wles ::cLeod, 
Andrus Eveland and a few more of the early settlers were here 
and made a living by lumbering, fishing, a.,d hunting. 

;,!r. :Ooswell was born in Haverhill, K, li. Hay 13, 1819 and 
came west in 1838 to ChiC86o, o.nd soon after,,,ard to Green Bay. 
In 1846 :u·. '.ooswell secured the contract to carry mail between 
Fort ~oward, ~isconsin and Copper Harbor. The contract stipu-
lated two trips a month during th" vlintcr . Ee performed tbis 
service for about nine years, during which time he met with 
1118.DY perilous adventures and remarkable escapes from death • 

In 1347 he built a samnill at L'Anse. In the year of 
1853 Ur. Boswell mede Menominee his headquarter s, contin'lling 
carrying mail to June , 1854. In comoa.ny with Fas tern 'Oar ties 
he built tho New Yo1·k mill at Menekaune, the first stemn mill 

. . 

on the river. This was in 1854-55. About thl.s time Mr. Boswell 
bec31De interested in schools - and school ma1ams. He assisted 
in building the first schoolhouse in Menominee County • • • 
and later marriod a school teacher, lliss Kate :a. Ly-on. a 
daughter of A. F, Lyon. (NOTE: At the time of his death 
May 1, 1891 he had large real estate interests. ) 



:£:::om:::::; .... 1853 i:'ZSCRI:B:SO BY JAJSS 'F . 1··,..~:. 96 
By Jean Worth 

(]OTB: This article, written by !tr. 17orth, inco11>orates the reminiscencr,s of 
Jam .. s F. Ivon eigb.t:,- sever. :rears aftsr be fi1•st came to l!enor.iinee . 'The ';'7C.Ole stor~• 
ai,peared in the s~ocial issue of the llenominee Herald Lender S8!)tember 4, 1940. In 
mimeo€rapbing, some omissions Niv~ been r.iado , chiefly for topics treated under other 
i'leaciings. ) 

In 18E3 l;he S. S. l.:iciligan, a wood••burning sidewheeler , 
was making round trips every two weeks between :auffalo and 
Green 3a:,, Wisconsin, with many WEJ¥ stops. On one of her trips 
that yeu- <the Michigan wao boarded at :Buffalo by Alanson F . 
Lyon of Bredford County, Pennsylvania, his wife, four daughters 
ano. three !i~ns. a . Lyon 1:as bound for l!enomnee in t;ie nc,1 
State of Mic.'.ligan to run a water sa'f7mill for Lemuel s. 3llsworth. 

V.:~en Jim Lyon ·.?as 9 

'I'ne yrungest of Mr. Lyon ' s sons was James F. I.¥on, then 
9 years olC: . :'his is an article about early Henoi.rl.noe as 
remomber-::d by James :.'. L,yon 

There TTns no coal traffic on the Great Laices in 1853. 
Steamooats used cord-,,,ood to stoke their boilers, as e.id the 
early rail:road 1oco:notives of t~nt day . :7o:>d. i1as j_)le~tiful 
ani;. c~0 a,:,, out it m1s bulq and ·i>urned quiclcy, necessitating 
freq:ienG · stops for ref'ualing, nhich ret::irded the voyege. 

Sees 7-ing Strang 

On tlu!t sur.imer trip in 1853 the s.s. MiC:tignn stoy,cd et 
Cleveland, Toledo, Detroit, Port :iuron , Lake Huron c,orts, 
Mackinac Island, and :Beaver Islanc.. The last named stop stands 
forth clearly in the memory of James Lyon, though 1 was 87 
;rears a&O end he was only a boy of 9. For on :Beaver .Island he 
saw •King" St::-ang the m;ystic leaier of ~r.e Monnon colony which 
reareci a coTJEJWJi ty and a great tabernacle on the island,. The 
Mormons on :Beaver Island and the Irish on Mac.lei.nae Island were 
bittor enemies. Strang ' s colony collapsed after he was murdere~ 

by a sailor off a snip docked at the isla.'ld. l3'!avor Island w:is 
a Y<ooding station for early steamsbip!l a.nil. there the Michigan 
stcp.:_)Od for cordwood and there 9- year-old James Lyon saw fabled 
Strang, the Monr.~n king, remembered as a man bearded and 
roughl~• ctressed. 

aom :>~aver Island the :~ic'iligan Tlcnt on across L~c l!ichigan, 
tbrou.:;h Jee th I s D·or :paGGagc into Gr.Jen Bay t•nd across the bay. 
'.i'he vessel was off its regular run to deliver the Lyon family 
at ;'.,..nominee . There -r1as no dock at l'.enor..i:-iee ll!ld the t:cnornine~ 
:.iv"r 1:1l.!1 not IU!vigable for steartboats so tho lt:ichiga;l debarked 
th.) :;:.;,•ous 1'1i. th tneir household e;oods on .. he dec.,c of a barque 
11:iL .. ,ms riding at anchor of. th• beach. leading lumber. 

Rot Prery0GSOSsing 

:Z1·om t:1.is raili.lli; vessel the famil~• ,:r.cs later carried 
ashore in the barque's yawl. ·Their first illl"lressions cf their 
hocie t1,:i:-c not prcpoosessing. As th3y a-g:>roeched the shore they 
could see ".>ut tiro houses ,,orthy of th!! n.i.ne . .About both of 
them t~ere cluttered a collection of smaller dwellings, veritable 
shacks. Ono T1:is the house of Jo.in Q.uimby, pioneer Menominee 
resident t . .:ic 11 took in strangers ." It stood on the pr esent site 
of Hotel .'.enor'linee. 

The ~uimby home was a good sized frame house, sided aDd 
painted (an unusual elegance on the frontier of the da,y) with 
shaved-shingle roof. The home burned later and a larger hotel 
building '1as erected b;y ~mby. It was acquired by S. P• Saxton 
and then in turn by Samuel t'.. St"phenson, who razed it to make 
Tlfl¥ for thi> s. M. Ste'lhenson hotel (fiotel i~snominee) which he 



erected in impressive style in 1881. John (ollmoy wos a 
commercial fisllerman. :lis fish shanty stood on thtJ beach 
behind bis hom~. The homes of some of his worl:m~n stood about 
hie own along the trail that is now Sheridan Road. It followed 
the top of a s:indy rid&e along the beach. bay was on one 
side and a bayou and marsh :from the river on th.') other. 

Farther north up the beach there stood the home of .Andrus 
Eveland. He, t.oo, was a comoercial fisherman, antl 'his fishing 
shanty stood by his house, on a sit!" lfhich is tho a"? ,roximate 
site of t!le !! . e: !!. :Bre,nng Company's office today. - 3veland 
did not live on nearby Eveland Court, w.1ich was named for l:lim. 

Sawmill Settlement 

To !he west of the Q;uimby home was the water and rushes 
cf the bayou. To t'!le v;est of the Eveland home was a S\7811lp 

forest of tamarack, cedar, and other evergreens. Along the 
present route of Ogden Avenue them w~s a trail that led up 
river. At its end there stood the colony which comprised 
most of the Henorninee of 1853. it was cluttered about a water 
sawmill that stood over the }:enominee River by a <laJn that 
strctciied from t.:10 present site cf Riverside CounttyClub links 
to an island in the river, and then on to the i1i seonsin shore 
at a :9oint 7,l"lre stands t:1e Park lli.11 of the Southern ltraft 
Corporation in l.:arinette toda_y. 

It r1a:: not an ilIJ!lressive conrnuni ty. The mill dominated 
the buildings, Tihich coar:,rised ten or a dozen houses on high 
ground abo~o the mill, a blacksmith shon and ths othar fixtures 
of the early sa·mnill sottlements. Tha pO!)ulation of the 
co1'1111Ull1 ty wns more than half Irish :ind it was called Ki llgobin. 
The name it aL~ost entirely forGotten now. It is not written 
in any of tile early history books. It did not endure . :Jut it 
was the name of the first real w~ito settlement on the ilenominee 
River --Dllgobin. It was a nickname, of course, for the 
name Menominee dominated the region, al though the early French 
missionaries had referred ~o the Menominee Biver as the St. 
Michael and so named an early mission on the !.!arinette bank. 

lfo Paint On Buil<!.ings 

Xillgobin's houses 11ere of frame construction. One large 
structure ~u.ilt to house three families rras called "The 
:Barracks. n A two-story boarding house stood on the high bank 
near i.he mill and endured after most of the settlement was 
gone . 'mere is no trace of Xillgobin tociay. Some buildings 
had shaved shingle roofs and some bad bat,;en roofs. None was 
painted. In these houses lived the men we,.o wrked in the 
sawmill. It was a water mill of the undershot, current type . 
That means that the river current in 3>assing under the mill 
bUilding (bi.d.lt on piling driven into foe river bed) turned 
paddle wheels set in the river. There 1ras one of each e f 
these wheels for each piece of macninery in the llli.11 • • 

'i"ru;:re were no lumberyards in connection with early water 
mills • • The logs stayed in the ti ver until the sawyers 
v1ere ready for them. ;/hen they were sal7ed the sawdust fell 
into the stream, the slabs and ed&ings rrore tossed into the 
screac to float a1ray and the green lumber nas piled into rafts 
for floating ~ol7Jlstream to tw river ' s mouth and out into the 
boy :or lo;iJing on vessels. No vessel co,ilci. navigate -upstream 
to ,.!P. mill . 

Third Mi 11 On The R1 ver 

Only v1hi te _?inc was sawed in the mill at Killgobin, clear 
white );lino !'rom Virgin stands along the banl<s of the t!enomince 
River. Already the saw and axe of the lumbermen had invaded 
the stands as f<ir u,river as Grand Rapids where tru- M. & M. 
Light" aaction Company ' s hydro-electric generating plant 
was built lat.er. The timber in the back country of the lot7er 
river basin nas not exhausted for many years . That which was 
most accessible for river driving was cut first. 

The water mill at Killgob1n wns the tirl.rd sawmill on the 
Menominee River . The first was built in 1832 by William 
Farns1YOrth end Charles J3ru.ah • • The second mi.11 on the 
river was built at Twin Islands by Charles McLeod of Menominee, 



wbo- home stoo~ on thg river near the ~resent a,J)roach to tho 
Ei'dli tz Street bri~e • • This mill was reported haunted 
by a headless ghost. 

Rall :Builds l.lill 

In 18{-3 Dr . John C. !ia.11 and a man named Jerome • 
bought Charles Brush ' s inter est in Farnsworth & :Brush. The 
next year they bought Farnsworth' s interest and built a new 
mill with t>ix saws and a ca-oaci ty of six million feet , a giant 
mill com:?ared. to tbe earlier mills of Farnsworth & 3rush and 
McLeod. Tr.is was tbe mill around which grew up the li tills 
settlement named Killgobin. Along the river,folks called this 
tlll ~he 0 stream m.111•· • 

Mi 11 :Burns in 1856 

In 18!:3 Ellsworth, Shepard & Do"Uglas purchased r.he mill 
from Dr. 2£11 1 s creditors. This was the deal that brought 
ilanson F. Lyon to 1-fenominee with his f'amily in tbe SUD1Der of 
1853. For ile was hired by Lemuel s. Ellsworth, a Pennsylvanian, 
to run tbe mill. Put Ellsworth, Shepard & Douglas Tllecame 
involved in debt , too, and in 1855 the ~roperty was assigned 
to Ludington & Fawes. 

'::he afsignees leased the mill to Streeter & :Boswell , who 
o::;:,erated it for a time . Thomas Jackson Streeter was a kinsman 
o:f •01n ;lickory" and i7illiam o. :iloswell held the first contract 
to cc:rr~ tl:e mail from Gr~en Bay to Marquette. The Boswells 
are remembered in the names of :Boswell street anC:.. school • The 
scbool was named. for Mrs . Kate Lyon :Boswell (a sister of James 
!' • ~on), .:10 was the first woman to serve on the Menominee 
school board. (1888) and tbe str eet was named for her husband, 
William G. ~Oswell . 

While id.le in the fall of 1856 the mill "~ich liall & 
Jerome had built in high hopes 11 years before burned to the 
water's e<i€e• The ;?ioneering era in l"tlllber ing on. the Uenominee 
River was ever. Three water lllills had been erected and all 
tbrea bad been failures. 'But the new era of the steam sawmill 
was at bane . T'ne days of big mille and big :_,rofi ts was just 

ahead. But that is another era than tho one of i.:enominee o f 
1853. The big mills ner e to change forever the a·I;:,earance 
of that early villa&s with a single "ater mill , two fisberies , 
an Indian .,,opulation-a pokey 11 ttle fronti er town that might 
never llave been more than a village were it not for the great 
,rhi te 1'ine forests which stood in the basin of foe Menominee 
River. 

It was beautiful timber- rising higher than you could throw 
an axe befor e it branched out. And that meant clear, knotless 
l'Ulllber of highest quality. Jiumber to build. homes in the prairie 
states that were being opened to the plow and ,,regress. Those 
i:>ine for ests changed the destiny of l.lenominee. They are all 
gone now. '.ihe:.e is not a 40 acre stand. of virgin pine in tile 
whole breadth of tbe Upper Peninsula. 'But in their destruction 
fortunes were created nnd cities were built. i:enominee ,;as 
one of those ci t i es . 

'Elle Mission House 

After hie unhappy samnill venture, !lr. Rall practiced 
medicine along the river for many years and Mrs. liall tallg.ht 
sch·ol. It was a haphazard sort of school, as were all the 
early schools on the river: 'El.ere wasn't much regularity to 
'Sessions or attendance and the curricul\1111 1:as restricted to 
the available books and books were not 1>lentiful.. 

Dr. nall lived in the old Mission RoUGe in Marinette • • • 
,. 

bee tfouses in Uarinette llf'I 
11-i ill:., l\l! 

Besides r.he llission House on the Marinette bank of the ,1}:s.:,- · 
river there were t,ro other houaes. They 11ere those of "Q;ueen'' 'fm UJl(fll 
t..larinette and of her son, John Jacobs. 130th stood near the f ~1! !::: 
lfission House on Riverside Avenue between 1iattie Street and -•:.-__.. 
the railroad tracks of today. Jonn Jacobs ' house was a trading ·-
uost, a two story building, the lower floor of which was a 
boathOU8e Y1here tba Indian~ left their ca.1oes before going 
upstairs to shop. These ,rare the three houses in Mari.netts. 
There were no others in 1853, although taere were scnttered 
Indian wigwams. 



The Indians who ciwelt on 1.he :Junominee River did r:.ot / 
live in teepees like the western plains Indians. 'i'he con/ 

was unk:no,,n here , Ti1e tlenominees built . 
shaped Indian dwelling of poles and hides d: 
round bowl-shaped lo(l&es of pole frames I nd.i= Lo(l&e 
covered with hides or birch bark or mats 
woven of the long grasses that grew i:n ,,-<-. / \ 

I .._ , \ 
the sloughlands alon.g the river, fi · A 

In lE.53 tile po:;iulation on both sides / \ l1_\_ 
of the river here was about 200, Of \ \ \ \ 
these about 150 were wbi te people and - _ -..._J __ 1\ 'I~_-_:: 
50 were ILdians , iJany Indians cc.me a.id / -\-
went, but the-re was a resident population ::- - ....-'A~, \ 
of about only a half- hundred, They di.d 
not all dwell in one Indian village, but were scattered about . 
A favorite resort of the Jndi ans ,•as :BuryiDg Ground Point, 
which is i, t the foot of :an.Cge Street , cni:e the ::t!'),lroacn of 
the mid.ale bridge, now a paved s ,;:reet running f'rom Oe;den Avenue 
to a dead end at the rive-r by Jo!lll ?.eJncll 1 s home . There were 
a few tall Norway pinos ut Burying f}roUlld Point un.:. it was 
high ground, '.lnere the Vlinds blaw and there the squows liked 
to g;,thcr to Tlinno'7 the wild ricl' TThich tm;· harv,,.st"d in the 
river bottoms. T'nert! ,;he rice tosseci into the air fell on a 
blanket whi.lc the breeze carried the cheff awa:1. Most of the 
Indians, however, lived on tho Marinette side of the river 
ne,u- the dam at the water mill. The head man of the local 
Indianr, wee away a good deal, It is not recorded that he was 
called II chief. 11 

Q,ueen 1'arinette 

Best remembered of the Indians is "Q.ueen" Marinette, for 
whom the City o.i Usrinotte r1as named, Ser name >1as Marinette 
Chevalier and she never 1>retended to any status of Iudian 
"royalty.n Her tribe is not known. She was taken to Marinette 
f'rom Mackinac Inland b:, her first mate, on Eoglish Jew trader 
named John Jo.cobs, for whom their son was named, iie was o 
representative of the Northwest Fur Compan,v and he eventually 
re turned to England. The collllfWli ty of IJarine t te was quite a 
city before anyone called her "~en" Marinette. The honorary 
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title may have terived from the name of her son 1 s steamboat. 
John Jacob I s "Queen City, 11 a sidewheeler, was tile first 
steamboat on the river. It ran from his trading post to Green 
Bay, rnakiDg the trip down one day and back the next. 

W"nen :Farnsworth and Brush ---P.-· 
Callle to the river, ltarine t te ,-,/ / L ,r r._:-/ 
became the wife of Farnsworth [:-yRADHIG Posr L 
and three children were born of • ~=F~~:~;~:~~:~:P:~~::~ l~;~?t: 1~1 ~,·ti 
Bay, Jos81'il. Farnsworth, and Jane ~I .-. ·~ 1 -
Farnsworth, who wed <Hlorge Dunette, \! i_ , ~) •:::rj 11___!._ 
c bookk:r,e.?er for the N. Ludington '.\'t::~ .. ~}' .:::111-~ ~ -
Company. ~en Marinette 11as < ~-- t\.:;..,."'-a0.,] /. f,i-. :·· ·,;/ P~.:.·...-r::,. ;,,4(',J~-
qui te <1lderly in 1853. tier /i' ti~~ •.;.J .l:~~---
seconrl. mate, John Farnsworth, · / fff241 · ·· · · ! L~..:.;~"-= 
was dro1med 11uen the Lady Elgin . 4 .I { l ~ft/-~. :;.~~11;_,:fd:?·.~-._; · 
was r;recked off Waukegan in Lake.-. ~!- / .,,,. __..--.-..,...:.0-:-W,.•~.~~ 
M:ichi..;l)n in 1860. Q;u.een tlarinette . - ~) --
probaoly baa white blood but her 
ff';..:...iros ?1ere Indian. Her brother, llartholomew Chevalier, 
an- .li.s squaw lived in a wigwam in Marinette. 

McLeod Indians 1 Friend 

Charles ltcLeod 1s house on the Menominee bank: of the river 
just below the present site of the ?.:rdlitz Street bri(l&e was o. 
favorite rendezvous of the Indians, There was no regular 
Indian cemetery here in 1853, although the late Louis Kaquatosh 
reported there was one on the river island known today as 
Railroad Island in bis youth about 1870. 

In 1853 most Indian burials were made on the J.larinet~ 
bank of the river along what is now Riverside Avenue , From 
Q:ueen Marinette •s home to the mouth of the river there was 
no other frame dwelling on the Marinette baii:c of the river, 
although there were occasional wigwams. 

The river was navigable up to the first rapids , now site 



of the No. l dam of t•v.) so.....:::i.er:i Xraft Cornoration il~re. The 
ra:picis were a favorite reso1· t. of ti:le Indians at time of spamling 
runs of fish, particularl.v sturgeon, w:uch Hwarmec. into tile 
river in thcusRnd~, hi.ige f:!. sh that were speared by tbc Indians. 
'l!hey wero so la.r5 c o;.ie of',P."l :ni,.c.~ a lead for a caDoc . Sturgeon 
eggs ware also vri7.eo. by tne Inc.idils, who st.ri':::rood tile snawning 
fish of roe to make a s~rt cf putrid. caviar. It \IDS often ~ut 
in an c.lJ. d'4!:out c~:; .. an.: tL.ere i l; f..,r;;iA.o.ted under the sun 
and rain, wi t.h the flies a\.tract .. d in ST1arms. 1'he Inc.ians 
stirr"'d this mess w:.t:1 a i:iaddle end from it they ate . 'lhey 
were nc.t fas tid.iousi abo'\...t~ ·faei1• oatill,j; .u:d tainted meat was not 
spurned. jl:llles Lyon was told as a )toy that an Indian would 
eat anything l:e ccuJ.d 'J:.ite, and a,: a young fello11 in a frontier 
sawmi 11 tomi he can:r, to bdieve it. 

Jnotan Dress in 1853 

'.he i:-le:c.omnae Ino.ia.os \iere ·Jrovided rn th a reservation 
at ~shon::,-. ;71sc:>rs:?n, 3r.d a;ost of tr.em left the river here . 
liotabh, amor.g thc,se l'1::io stayed ,,as llernard Xaquatosh, ,1ho lived 
in a ilnuse VD"!n most of the local. tribesmen 17ere livin& in 
m.zr,.:irs. r.5..-ll.:?rd ·1;as s!W father of the late Louis Xaquatosh, 
often mis',ak.ouly called Louis :Bernard, the last of the l.lenominees 
in Uenomince , r.ilo died here February 16, 1939. 

~en ir. 1853 .. he Indians bad forsaken most of their 
native habits of dress . The squaws wore shapeless storo 
dr-.:sses fo1· fo.e most part and the bucks coar.1only r,oro a calico 
si:irt anl !)Eir of leggings ,nth a scalloped-e~ed ~,elt along 
the side setm. Tiley seldom r:oro hats, and feathers 1·:01·c often 
r.oven into tneir braided hair , Usually they were the feathers 
of the wild passenger pigeons which !)Sssed in such fabulous 
flights I.hat they larkened the sky wi. th their :aumbers, cutting 
off the a.m for hours. 

!th.a Indians were fond of whis.:;.}' • 11hlch was called 
11 skute:>,-wabco,u meaning 11 f1re T:'Bter" in the MenominP.e Indian 
tongue . The fire water of the da:r was corn 'l'lhis:cy, brought in 
by sailing ,essels and liberally ,.,atered •• 

Jim Cro11 Yello\7 l'log 

Among "he Indian 1characters11 here ':"las a !Aenominee named 
Jim Crow by Dr. Hall, l'lho saved his life, but not his sight, 
after a squa.vr had discharged r loaded 111\lsket in his face. 
There was no -oollet in the rifle, but t·o.e ·)Owe.er burns seared 
the IneJ.an 1s eyes, destroying his sight. It happened in a 
wigwam set up near the licLeod home and oli:ic. Jim Crow became 
knol'lll to all in !;enominee. An Indian Il3I!led Yellow Dog i-,•as 
another familiar character. :Ie was a am.ftless fellow 'l'lith a 
fatal liking for sk:u.tno-,,aboo. 

When the sawmill by the dam upriver v:as still struggling 
Yainly for success that it never attained, there were two 
comnercial fisheries on the ba;r sho::-e tll t f/ere thriving . 
Tiley 11er~ :.:enomin;ie 1 s first successful industry and one that 
still eudures , elll!>loying hundreds of men in the counties of 
l:Snomi:iea roie. 11arine.tte, The t\7o fisheries here in 1853 ,:ere 
those of John ~by·, 11who took in strangers," and Andrus 
:Weland. llie method of fishing then elll')loyed is no longer 
fomilim• in these rraters. 

If used todSJ' it would not net enougn fish to furnish a 
meal for a fomily 

:!ieavy Seil:r Catches 

Q.ui.mby :-nd Eveland used 80-rod S3ia.'!l th..-.t were pi;.lled 
out into the b~· by fish bo~ts, hen looJec. b:u:k to the shore 
to pocket. the fish. Toan th,, free end of tha seill!l 'll'lls brought 
to short ,.gain both ends 11ere fpstened to c:mstr,ns on the 
beach nnc. the work of hauling in tile seil)I. began. mum it was 
partly cloue tile net lines T1ere run ahead to capstans farther 
up on the beach to finish the haul . .And what a haul it was. 
fflli tcfish and trout came t'Ulllbling into the shallows along the 
beach in the fold of r.ha seii:e-lmndreda of big fish , The 
little onos were spurned in those daya , like small timber was 
spurned .,y tho earlY loggers. W:.u. tefish :predominated in the 
catch of the beach fisheries i:lere, but there were lake trout, 



herring in ace.son.. and sturgeon. The sturgeon w~re left on o::,erat1.ons on the river wer .. beginnir..g to li t,or t::e bee.ch. 
the beach to rot by tho Menominee fishermen of 1853 and for All the sawdust, edgings , spalts , thln slaos anci other waste 
many years tn.ereafter . They were not '!)rized as food, although from the water mill was dU1119ed into th'.! river for di~osal 
they are now rated the tastiest of~ish and are llrotected and mu.ch of it floated out of tlm river into the bay, where 
from fishing , ,; ...: . ~-easterly winds piled it 'Up on the beach. Oftentimes, too , 

· • _ lunber rafts poled down the river to waiting schooners were 
All Fi sh Salt ....._ - . ,- __ - roken 'Up by storms and scat tared along the beach• This was 

sturg'ffl"in particularly true before lumber -carrying schooners began to 
All the fish taken for market by the fisheries were salted enter the river to take on their cargoes. 

for there was no fresh fish market transp0r t in those days, 
The whitefish and trout were salted in half-barrels t:..ia t were 
made of pine with black ash hoops in cooperage shops at the 
fisheries- One haul of a aeinc, James Lyon recalled, usually 
filled "a good many half-barrel s" with dressed fish, The 
fish barrels piled up by the fish shanties until a boat called 
for them, In 1853 the boat was the schooner "Sea Lark" of 
ifubington Harbor , i7ashington Island on the Door County 
archipelago . Her skipper was "King of the Islands" GilleS!)ie, 
a man knowr. at every point about Groen Bay that :-iad a fishery 
in 1853, 1he Sea Lark freighted the salt fish from iAenominee ' s 
early fisheries to Uilffaukee and Chicago. 

After John Jacobs, the son of Queen Marinette, bought 
the steam :r;a.d.dle wheel vessel "Q,Ueen City" and operated it 
between Marinette and Green Bay, the Queen City freighted out 
much of the fish caught here. Both Eveland and ~mby seined 
fish at the back doors of their homes, hauling their long 
nets rcroa£ a sandy beach that stretched from the river mouth 
to PoJ,>lar Ioint (now John Henes Park) without one interruption 
by a dock or wharf. 

At the mouth of the river on the Menominee side there was 
a warehouse at ,,bich the supplies for the water mill uyriver 
were storec after they were unloaded from schooners in the 
bay and before they were placed aboard boat s to be poled 'Up-
stream to the mill . 

Sawmill Litter 

The an1dy beach would have been as clean in 1853 as in 
Indian days, except that even at that early time the sawmill 

Much of the lumber washed -up on the beach was salvaged 
by residents and from it many of the early homes here wore 
constructed. It was a simole matter at one ueriod to nick 
-up enough 11llllbe:r in the t~le of flotsam along the shore to 
build a house. Haulage was the only expense . There wore so 
many cheap logs available that mill comoanies did not think 
it worth. the effort to salvage the lumber which they lost 
in vessel loading operations in the bay d-uring storms. 

Point& On Shore 

Looking north from the river mouth in 1&53 the first 
,ror.ion tory llas Poplar Point, now John Henes Park. }!ext to the 
north 11as Porcupine Point, a name no longer familiar here. 
TAi.s yoint was later called Juttner's Point when the Juttne~ 
farm l'las operated there , and it is now the ,,roperty of ~wD.rd 
Daniell anci is commonly called Daniell ' s Point. Next to t ho 
north was Monument Point, which was the point nov· occupied 
by the Royal Frontenac dance hall, or the next point north 
at the North Shore Golf Club. Most likely !Jonument :Point 
was so named because in the s-urvey of the bay surveyors built 
high pole towers which had a kind of windmill made of bright 
tin on them for use in triangulation. One of the tower s 
was located on tho point. 

Beyond Monument Point to the north ms Rochoreau (Red 
Rock) Point. Th.is was the farthest promontory visible from 
the river mouth here . It is the point south of Arthur Bay 
now commonly called Bailey's Point for Charles Bailey. His 
colll!lercial fishery is located at tbe point . The creek which 
enters the bay in the county park south of the point is knomi 





t.4q a• iodlereau Creek. 

'lhere 1'8'9 the beginning of a sh.aclcy settlement called 
Cedar For ks around a mill at Cedar River as early as 1854. 
Later Sam Hamil ton set i:n, a steam mill near the mouth of the 
river . '.!here were a fe,;homesteadors in this vicinity in early 
days. Farther north was Sand Point, the site where the city 
of Escanaba finally grew up on the shores of Little !lay de Noc . 
'.!here was no settlement at Sand Point in 1853, but there was 
a se t tlement at Flat Rocle quite earl.y. 

There was no trail along the shore fran Menominee north 
to Cedar River or Escanaba in 1853, much less a road. And of 
course there was no railroad. Travel between Uenominee and 
Ced.c.l- .Hiver, whet little there v1as, vras chiefly by boat on 
Green Day. W"nat foot travel was necessary, as by mone1less 
lumber jaclcs, was along the beach, and it was arduous, for the 
timber r an to the water in many places. 

~e mail l7ent north by cm-rier. ·,7illiam G. Doswell had 
a contract to carry the mail from Green Bay to Marquette . In 
the l7arm montlls the mail was sent by boat from Green Bey to 
Menominee whenever possible . At otner times carriers packed 
it on their baclcs over foot trails . In the rrinter dog sledges 
carried it . It did not arrive or de,,art on sC:-i~dulc . i!os·.-1ell 
hired men, sometimes Indians, to carry the mail, but often he 
made the trip himself and some times be combined cattle driving 
with mail carrying, herding beef cattle up f'rom Wisconsin 
points to M.nrquette for slaughter there. 

Cattle Driving 

Boswell was a man of renowned physique and cour~e. Once 
when driving cattle north in the late fall he cnme to the 
Menominee River to find it frozen . The ice, hov,ever, v,as not 
thick enough to bear the wei6ht of the cattle. \'f.nen the cattle 
would not tllkc to the water ho plunged into the icy stream 
himself and swrun across, breold.ng the ice ahead of him to mruce 
a pathway through the ice in which the cattle might swim. Thus 
he continued his journey north rather than drive the cattle 
baclc into Wisconsin, for there was no fodder to winter them on 

the river anti. the :9rofit of his venture would lmve been lost. 

Bos11ell Is overland route northuard from Menominee started 
from the Menominee River above Cha,;,pee Is :mp ids and hit north, 
following high ground, to Bay de Noc, It must be remember ed 
that there were no highways in that time and that extensive, 
near-impassable swamplands complicated travel. Foot t ravelers 
followed high ground whenever ::.:,ossible. For this reason routes 
of travel in 1853 bor e no relation in many instances to routes 
of travel today. For instance , there is no highway today on 
even the a,y;,roximate route of 3oswell ' s old trail. ~::hen the 
railroad came later it followed a direct line, for fills end 
excavations could be made to establish a zrade . This was 
imoossible for the foot traveler in 1853 anc so he chose the 
ca-;;iest "8Y, though it was often the lon.,;est one . 

On one of :Boswell ' s cattle driving expeditions north 
from here to Marquette he was acC0fll!)anieci by his cousin, a man 
named Place . The tvic men, c.riving tho ca~tle along the poorly 
defined trail nortlu-,ard, 11ere often se-,ara.ted by day, but 
al,m:•a rc\llli tcd in the evening l'i th their little <!roves . :But 
one dz,y Bos,:oll Is yells brought no ans·,7cr anC: tba t evening 
Place c.id not find Bos11ell Is campfire . Ine ,:olves ho11leci even 
more the.n usual that night, Bos,1ell thought . The next dDy he 
let ,tis cattle go and hunted his cousin, "'.>ut he could find no 
trace of him. Had he become mired in quicksand? Bed a steer 
trE1111plod or gored him? The manner of his t"cath was never 
learned. 

Menomin'!e had milk cows in 1853, but .'.'oner than a dozen. 
It had horses, too. There were six teams about the water mill 
that v1ere used in the winter for logging in the woods. And 
there Nere· six pair of oxen, too , for woods work. '.i'he big 
cattle were favored for this work because of their strength and 
their s-olit hooves , which helped to keop them from miring 
down in the soggy swamplands. 

The Green Ba..y Tro.il 

There was a foot trail south from the )!arinette river baDk: 
to Fort Howard, which is no,1 '.7eat Gr ~en i3ay, in 1853. On it an 
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. 
In<lian named Grasc.au acquired local fame b/ his f,31,.t of dog-
trotting the entire dietance in a day 'Iii til a ..,ouch of mail on 
his back. lie -.as an Indian of mod.erate stature, but of great 
staying Hia gait waa ea17 anl!. tireless. ?.arly :norning 
saw him in Fort Howard and night found him on the :-tenominee 
River . nie distance ill about 60 miles. If be made the trip 
in 10 hour11, he averaged aix miles an hour, a very br isk 11ace 
for a da;v--long journe:,. i'our miles an hour is a good hi.ki.Dg 
pace. 

Travelillg south on lhe foot trail the first conrnuni ty 
below "arinette was, in 1853 a s today, Peshtigo. It was 
Peshatico until the place waa 'IJlatted, when the surve:rors 
changed 1 t. It waa the scene of rather extensive lumbering 
opera.ions even at that time and a mu.ch larger community than 
l.ieuominee eno. !!arinette • • • .And Oconto , too , was an 
estab lished an, thriTing samn:ill town. It was from Oconto 
l.lie t Fnrns· .. or th : 3ru.ah. had come to the !t.enomi nee River to 
erect the fi r st samaill. iiolt i. :aalcom operated an Oco::-ito 
mill. Stiles. on ~he Oconto River, also had~ mill• o'.1lled 
b~• ~son :J:le.red., who haci. earlier b..td Uriah :i3alcom ,~s 0- partner 
-.,efore :an.lcom went to Oconto l'.o enter a ,artnership wi to. !fol t . 
At .Pensaukee F . :a. Gardner had a mill. The sawmill of 
Tremble & Dowd operateci. at :ilig Sunmico. It ,ms a l arge mill 
and the firm owned sailing vessels which fl'e~ted 1 ta lu:nber 
to .mari::et, ::;,ri.ncipall;y at Racine . 

.\t Little Suam1co John D. Gardner hed a se.mnill. l.lost 
of these mi 11 s be tween Green 13~ and the Menominee :!ti var were 
steam mills. There were communi tiee of var)'ing size about 
each mill and between the comm:mi ties ran a foot trail. :But 
the conmercia.1 traff ic of these early eawmill towns was wa ter 
borne anc. they were pretty much ieolated in the winter time 
before the coming o! the railroad. except for the irregular 
mail serTice. 

Going north out of Menominee wa$ a road-if it could be 
10 dignified-called the "Supply Road11 • It was a winter road, 
'U.Sed by sleighs that hauled provisions to the camps along the 

Menominee :River. The road meandered alo~ the river, .,<1ering 
the easiest \TSY• It we.s impassable to wheel traffic to= aummer 
travel in 1853, but it ~as the first road out of ue~ominee. 
All louing at that time was quite close to tbe rinr, i.a 
timber exhaustion there had not for ced cutt ing operntio.1s inland. 
The log needs of the water mills ou the river 'Up to thia time 
were not large compared to requirements for the ateao lllilla 
that nere to follo,i. Cuttings. however, "7ere reported as far 
1.1p river aa Grand Bapids. 

On the -)resent tomu1i te of Uenomi.nee t!lere were only t'ilO 
,.,agon trails. One ran along the beach on the a-Jpr oximate 
location of Sheridan Road. The other ran from the beach 11eat--
approximating Ogden Avenue-to the homestead. of Charles McI.eod 
and on to !.illgobin by the water mill. 1.Sost of ths ';)r esent 
to,msi te l'las then an imoossible lo~tion for homes. l!uch of 
t :ie present first and a~cond ua:rds of the city stood under water 
or in slo'Ughla.nds. To the north of Ogden .Avenue a tamarau 
swamp cov-3red much of the area northwest to the a&Ddhilla. 

LlcLeod I a Rome 

La hom3 of Charles McLeod , ,im.ch stood, as earlier 
renortaC1., n ,ar the Erdli t.z Street bridge on the bank of the 
r iver , W'•.:: re-1ort.ed to have been th., first freme house b.alt 
in Menomin e County. McLeod wa11 born in Ogdensburg. Net1 Yor k 
in 1812 anf.. came to the Menoaxinee lli ver in 18:32, living here 
until his death in 1893 except for his residence at Twin 
Ialands t.uring his unaucceuful. attempt to start a sawmill 
there i n 1841. McI.eod married Elizabeth Jacobs. a daughter of 
~en Marinette and Jol:m :B. Jacoba, ber first huabancl. McLeod 
owned the gr eater part of wha\ b9came kn.0\7D later a1 J're~t own, 
in West Menominee and at bis death waa own.er of much river 
front land here. 

There was no chweh in Menominee in 1853 nor was there 8Jl¥' 
school. The first 1cbool on tbe Menca.inea Rinr waa conduc,ec\ 
by a man named Clscar llartholomev in the blacksmith sllo9 a t the 
1TBter mill for the children of the mill settlement in the 
tinter of 1853-54. Plll"ents of the children ,aid the tee.dler 
and not more than a acore attended. The sm1 wea roofed 



In 1845 John Q;uimby came to Henominee where some 01 ,1iti escen ants 
still live. He was a commercial fisherman a.nd oQerated a boardin.?; house. 
When the Lyons came he II tool:: in strangers" at hi-;; home in the bloc!< where 
the l.ienominee Hotel now stands . In 1859 the home burned, and he began 
building the hotel shown above , which he sold to 5 .p . Saxton in 1864. 
"John ~mby was ••• either a warm friend or a good hater •• • ,Yet he 
was oo ld.ndilearted that if he sari an ene111Y suffering and in want he '7ould 
be the firet to asoist.11 



m. th slabs and of hu-->hezord constl"\I.Ction so t.:lut m16hty stolcini; 
of the stove we.s ne-:<:isPory to k~81) the ploce w&l'lll. There. by 
the iorge, :BartilolomeT, ta-.ight 1!enomin-ie1 s first school cln:is 
i ta three 11Rs" . T"ne school at Killgobin was not o. success . 
Neither r.as the comm:nity, houever, so when scnooling efforts 
were resumed on tho river the scene vm.s fa;:t:1er do.,~streom. 
One of fos earliest teachers here r.as Sue Lyon, nn older sister 
of Ja."'los F. ¼o:i, ,7;,c ta·.ight school inn fr:ime building n,ni.r 
the i.!cLeod home . T:us was after 1853, hc,w13ver, for boys from 
W.ene:--.oune 11:?11 t to Sue 1 s school rnd in 1853 the ai t.:: oi 
Yenek:nune ··as n tomarack S':'!Olllp, n to;igle of vdndfalls. '!here 
was not ona habitat.ion there until ~lw Niw York Company 
fol'll~~d its sai7mill. 

i:ildli f J Plan ti ful 

:Vildlife w:,.a cor:mon on ~:i., uresont townci te of :l.znomines 
in 1853. T"ne <lrmt.'lri.ng of the ~artrid&es was heard alo~ the 
river u;:til i:~nonin"e wac quite a sizable villa.se, soms years 
after 1853. :.abbi ta were ·ole;itiful-all 'hares, there r.oro no 
cottontails. D~or wero nlentiiul , and they wore seen in 
gor<io::.s on Cgci.en Avenue in 1855 and ev en b.tcr . !ulc;I' rel!l(lincd 
plentiful ir •• he inmod.!t:.~c ouaar.d for many- yco.n. 2enrs, too , 
were cor:oon. Wolves we1·e "Olentiful anci. ,ney howlec; nightly 
aa near as :our Mile Cai:ip up tile ri vcr. Lynx o.."ld bobcats , 
min.le, onrten, and otter were co::1:Lo.:1 wildlife in 12~. 'l'n.ere 
were no raccoon or coyotes . ~uskrats teemeci. in thll marshes 
along the river. 

Wild pigeons were prf~~nt in numbers that pass the 
comprehension of a later St.,;e • In mit;ratory flight they darkened 
the sky in ta9ir passage. i3luei>erries were a favored food of 
the z,igeons Q1'.d t'!ley ate the bnrries until their flesh was 
stained a.1 indigo hue. n:au,t we liked tbei:i all tho better faat 
wa:,." recalled James ]qon. l,lonominee was not a r oosting gro1.Ul4 
for t.'ttc huge flocks of pigeons, ;o:hich common~ broke branches 
off of treee by weight of tbeir nunbcrs vhen wiey descer.ded to 
roost. But even the smaller flocks of pigeons which p:i.ssed 
here made t~e birds very prevale~t. A story from t:!:t~ time will 
illustrate: 

John ~mby steryptici. out of the back dc:>r c,f his bome on 
the beach one day r.hen a flock of ,igeona uae uassing over 
tho building. '.I.he birds 11ere thick in flie;ht a:id not high. 
He shot both barrels of his scatter gun at once . Then James 
Lyon and some other boys TTho had w1 tnosscd the shot gather ed 
up the '_)it;eons which the single discharge asd brought down. 
When they Vlere all collected they were counted. 'Iher e were 42. 

Ducks were plentiful throughout the O,)cn v,ater months 
in the msrshes along the riv~r . They =re hunted by the whites 
here in Indian fashion. Grc;ss ·.1as tied over the front end of 
a long canoe to serve as a blind and the boat was paddled up 
to the ducks . Virtually all of i:ie shooti~ 1·~s pot shoot ing 
at ducks on the water. '.'fing s1:ooting can:, lEi.t,·r. The ducks 
nested along the river and it Tlas easy for the small boys of 
tho town to fi?ld their eggs and to eaten and domesticate the 
young mallards. ~il~ geese . too, uere quite plentiful. Swans 
ano. brant wAre here in season. 

There waa no local gov,3rnment hare i!'l 1853. Menominee 
was a frontier settlement without even a T>Ost-office. It was 
ju:: t e.mcrgi=ig from In-iian tr:i.ding doys i::ito the sawmill era 
that <icnud.:?d the lnnrl.. John Ilttson 11as running a tr ading post 
on t:1e !.'.enomince River at the big bend n~ar •;~ousauk:ee. Later 
he O~Al doT1n to Chappee Rapids , 11:"lere Lo.lis C~ieu, for whom 
the ra,ids ~161"8 DBlilod, hacl cona.ucted a trading 'OOSt until his 
death in 1832. 

In 18.:i3 there was not a brick building at Gr een or 
Fort !ioward., much less one on the l!enominee !i.iver. 

Tnis was ~enominee in 1853, a little sawmill settlement up 
the river, a couple fisheries on the beach, lumber rafts float-
ing down th., river while flocks of wild ducks wheeled overhead; 
MenO!llinee Indians in birch bark canoes on the river, sailing 
vessels ridi11t; at anchor in the b~ while loading lunber I the 
ring of axes as men cleared away the timber, mostly scrubby , to 
make gardens and buil d homes . Thi s was Menominee . It gave no 
p:•omise in 1853 of the great challges that were to be effect ed so 
quicicly wi to the coming of the steam saws. 



HY 'ral, ¥7...AR OLD ~3FtIEi{CE 

ey Cai·oline Lehmann Q.uimby, !!enominee, luc.aigan 

I have Leen asked to speak before the Parent-Teacher Club 
this afternocn on some of rrzy- early recollections of Menominee, 
but before I can begin rrzy- stor-.r ·I will .'lave to go back to 1857 
w~n my fa tnC>r and family- settled in th."! small villa,;e of Flat 
3.ock, 60 miles nort21 of here. !le was enr,lo;,ed as a blacksrni th 
by- t'he ::elson-Luci.i.1gton Company. -

')f course :,ou understand that school facili tics Tlere very 
poc.r so tnat when in the s\llm:ler of 1 61 a friend of my family 
f r om Menominee t>ersuaded my fatiler to have me go to i!enominee 
and stay wi tl. bis wife and child and go to sc.~ol, I r:as over-
joyed at t!lc! thought that I was to go to school . In 
September of that year my father took me a.own to tho mouth of 
the Escanaba RiYer to the "Jlace cnlled "Ray Shcda11 , but ,-;:iich 
tor.ay is t:-lri v-. rag to•.-m- of ·,;ells. A small yavrl lay at tne 
dock W-.ich _Jl ovided means of getting out to the steamer which 
lay anchored at t.:e mouth of t~ r1 ver. In the :,-a";Tl the day 
! left ';:1e rc ··•:..s a Dart:,• of ge:ltlernen, among them boing 3x-
Governor ~.:..d.ingto:1 of i.:ilwaukee wilo held me on ~s la;_:, on the 
way to the beat. 

The boat W!.s celled the "Sarah Van E_pTJs. 11 To my wonder ing 
ey£s s}1e looked beautiful with her glistening white t>aint and 
when ; got aboard I just walked from one end to the oilier admiring 
the beautifally ::e,.,t saloons and the -upholstered furniture. It 
seemed li~ e bit of heaven. Tl"o ,,ersonages on t'hn boat that 
day -•e:-e ~7illiam 3osr,ell antl Miss Sue ~on \;ho later b'3came 
Mrs . Susan Dcuglas , wnom some of the older "Jeo--,ls will recall. 
As the time j or e inner drer1 near I n-a tched the "Jeople flocking 
into the c.ining room but as I had no money I did not kno,7 if I 
was expected to go in to dinner or not so I sat nerfectly quiet 
in a cl:.air. -

After :U.ru1er Ylas over a tell , very fine looking gentlema::i 
ce.c:e tbrolle;h. t"he room !'·:,ere I so.t nnc. said, "'.lell, little girl 
whe:-e :u-e J u-;;. going?': ' 

"I am going to :!<>nominee, sir . a 

H13 said, ":iaven I t /OU had an;-; 1!innoi·P 

"Wouldn ' t you like some dim1erT" he asked. 11You just come 
right along l7i th me . 11 He took me into the dining room :ind told 
the man and his wife: who '17ere cooking to wait on me. 

It was a bountiful dinner and I enjoyed it very much. 
the day began to grow dusk tbe boat lay at the mouth of the 
Menominee River and we were taken in the yawl to the dock at 
Lleneka-une . It r1ae at that time tl1e largeat of three towns on 
tno river. '.7nen I stepped out on tile dock I followed the crowd 
llp to White I s Hotel which was quite an imposing structure at 
that time. 

Someone said. ffis there anyone here going to Menominee?" 

Someone answered, "Yeo, there is a little girl here that 
wants to go to Henomineo.11 

Q.ui te a tall gentleman a:,proDched mo w1 t::i. a mailbag in his 
hand anc sale, 11Li ttle girl, I 111 take you over if you come to 
the forrj' Hi fa mo." 

',fo retraced our steps back to the dock and to the :ferry. 
The gentleman, by the wayF was N. R. SoulAs. Ee 1'11ls a clerk 
at the Q.uimby Rotel or tavern and ho also took ca.re of the mail. 

I can scarcely give you an idea of how beautiful the river 
uas then, so rlde, altogether different from what it is today. 
There ,,ao no r.ddci.le ground at all except for a few sunken piers 
about where the Saw;yer-Ooodman log slip is today. 

}.{y firat impression of 1,:enominee when I st8!J!)ed off tile 
ferry is something I shall elmcy-s remember. The ferry- landed 
at the foot of 11"hat is now the bridi;e ate. little dock built 
out into the water. l're walked up what was t:i.en called Hain 
Street, now Sheridan .Road. It nai: nothing but a dirt road, 
trees grom.:ag up on either side, brush anc.. small pine t r eea. 



Th~~e wrre about sixteen houses on Main Street wid one mill 
whlch was ci lled Strauss !Jill but was later the Ramse;y & Jones 
Mill. Main Street ended at wnat is now Eveland Court. 

I arrived o.t rey destination that evening very glad to be 
with friends . Of course my dream of going to school was ever 
with me. Tl.e schoolhouse at that time was a small wooden 
building of one room at the roar of what is now_ the N~tiona1 
Hotel block. T:1e house that I lived in stood right w,1ere the 
National no~~l is now. But I was fated never to enter the 
school door. They a::,peared to have had other plans for me and 
I was required to take care of the baby, wash dishes and run 
errands and made a "Oerfect little servant, doing work which I 
bad never been acc.:stomed to do at home. I expected to have to 
run erra.1ds but the errands those days were not like those of 
the oresent time. To go to the store meant to go awey over to 
Kirby-Carner.ter Store where the Sugar :Beet Company :?lant is now, 
carrying t . .(; heavy baskets cf .Jrovisions and runnin& errands up 
the beacil as fax ,is Eveland Court to get fish ;,.rich was very 
plentiful tl .-.n. 

I .ias a vory homesick child and sometimes sat grieving 

3oardman, a Californian, to go in a.is :,lace. .a never been 
farther north than Menominee and was totally inexperienced 
about the route but of course :iayward hat! explained to him as 
well as he could the different st01:>1'ing ,,laces end thought 
that would be all that ~,as necessary. · 

One bright sunny morning, bitter cola., I got on the litt1e 
mail sleigh consisting of a small "pu.ng" and a small Indian 
pony. I T1as not -.,roperly clad for such a journey on the ice . 
Our first sto~""Jing place was at the G. 3 . 3rooks tavern, twenty-
two miles from l!enominee . ! was nearly froz~n when we got 
there. T"n.ey helped me out of the sleigh into the house and 
ge t me seated in a big rocker near tho hot stove. Mr. Brooks t 
mother, more familiarly known as Grandma 3rooks 'i7ho ma.de her 
home wi 1,h them, came and asked me where I was from and wanted 
to know all about me . She took off my little old .. fashioned 
Prunella gaiters. She placed some bricks in the oven to heat 
for my feat am. took me into th~ bedroom anci. sli!Jped on some 
heavy underv1ear that belonged to her son. After she :9ut my 
shoes on she slimed on solli8 heavy stockings over my shoes. 
I shall always remember i1er with gratitude. 

all night tc• go 7:1ome . Finally in my desperation I decided I At o.usk "e reached Cedar River which was our first stop 
would wri to to father to havo him come and get mo . :i3ut I had for the nigat. .At that time my father was working at Cedar 
to ask tae lauy for a postage stamp and of course sho askod me River for tile 1.."nderwood people and ::ie 17as t:i:.ere to meet me 
what I wantPd it for and saic. she would take care of t:ie letter. 'i1hen ;re ca.;ie in and took me to the boarding house where he was 
When she sim wi:lat I had 17Titten she gave me a terrible Whi.7-?ing. staying. It was keot by S. p . Saxton, w!lO after11ards bought 

. the ciw-r•!J;· ::!otel in Menominee . 
:?ln'lllr- ir. the latter :,art of January I became sick a:id,.C~ 

soi.:.eoue eviten tl:r felt that it 11as tneir Christian uty t~ _ . . To,:.t n.1ght I was put into the ITTBre roam off of Mrs. 
to my family ano.. tell them how I was situated. .1"1!///fF · -~ton1 s '08l"lor and as I had been frozen nearly all~ I 

. • . I"'."{-.·,~'!!:·' fi .. nearly com~l, ted the job that night. In the morning sbe 
, One !vem.lli:,. just at dusk, w.uo wal:-ced in but r.v father~.:}., )r called ne before it ,,as light and said, "Little girl, you can 

Re nad ma.o.e the Journey on foot on t.he beach to come to ,. bring your .!lotJ:i.es out he:nr in the sitting-room and dress by the 
Menominee. ~ow deli~hted I wae to see him, I oven crept into fire." now grateful I was l 
bed with him t:aat night. ile made arrangements for me to be 
sent home a~ soon as they could so that in February I 110a to 
go home wi tl:. the .nen who carried the mail. 

The mail was carried between Menominee anc1. Flat P.ock by 
Sam Eayward. Z.'le da;,· I was to go , for so:ne unl::nown reason, 
Hayward could not make the trip so h~ hired a man b:, the name i,f 

I com.,leted 11\Y toilet and had my breakfast. cook and 
his wife n~re Swiss !)eople by the name of Luttie. They had as 
cookee and dishwasher .Amos Lemere, w::io afterwards became Chief' 
of ?olico of Menominee. W'nen I lEtft they gave me four cookies, 
two sugar and two molasses, Ir.ade as large as saucers. These 
were given to me for a. lunch :for which I was very grat.efuJ. • 

.2,.., 



,· ·•· .• lfnen I stEm;:,ed out into tile yard to get on tile sleigh i t .,.,,e .. ~r:fJw~jt~?-wi,:~-.~~}t Tlas qui~e dusky but the man said, 11 0h, I 
~~-'ti:~-.!~~-~_,-nf,':~; it. all right . 11 

...... mo Up m.t:i. the buffalo robe and we started off 
- - ~ -:,c. on the ice- :i3ut after we got out on tile ice r,e found faat it 

was storming very, very badly and it kept increasing, snowing 
e.nl blouing r.i.th great violence. 'le were bewildered, ~e did 
not know w::iere ue were. E-very little while. •i.Je rr.an '10uld say, 
PLittle gir l , are you all right?" and several times he said, 
"DrL1k tni s 11 and -olaced a Jug .. o my mouth. I was so dro•,7sy J 
did not kno" wha£he gave me but I s~ose it T/as liquor . RE. 
woulc say, "I do not know where v,e are, I think this must be 
Derling 1 s f:.shcr-.r, ! am going to leavo some stuff here in the 
st.ant~. ~e o)Ony is tired out and can har~ly go any farther, 11 

.. e tl=ove on until f1 ve o 1clock and the storm abated. 3ut, 
oh, so colc. it turneC:. l So bitter cold after that drcad.ful fall 
of snow 1 5e said, 11 ! believe I will try and see if there isn1 t 
a road on tr.e beach, 11 Finclly we did soo a :,lace and got out 
on the s:10.e and went a 11 ttle :farther. ·.,e came to a small 
hill and t!le ,ony refused to go. any fartner . 

:iie said, 11~ittle girl, do you t.;unk you could stand Up if 
I lift you out? I will try to got the sled Up the hill . 11 

!ie lifted me out and piled tho mail and things out on the 
snow an<i. dragged tile e::ipty sled Up the bill , .,i.en led the poey 
"1> anc reloac.od !lis sled. Wo travellel on tnc littlo narrow 
ro~. :l'"nc moon came out brigi:l.t and clear, and as I lay wi t.h 
my head r e sting back I could sec the coon o:u.111.ng through the 
t r ees overhead "Iii. th their interlacing boug:1s. Many times I 
said, "Aren1 t we nearly home?" 

""Jc .rill be bo!!'.c :_orotty soon, li ttlo girl. 11 

Aiter a Tlhile he noticed a ui t of 11. shingle nailed to the 
sic.e of a tree and he said, 11 I believe thore are uewlc living 
acre b.:cau.se that is ono sign of habitation. I tbink 1 111 
holler . " 

:a:e gave the Indian yell and finally got an ansTrer back. 

11.e saia., "i.,ow c.o you m.i::nose you co1ua. l,"tllk out towa-rd tho • 
beach ani I I E lcac! the pony?" ~e covered tne clod v:1 th the , ! 
buffalo robe , loa<ilng tho pony, and I follo•,:ing behind over . .; ,. 
stumps, windfalls and brus.11 weist-deep u;,til v,e cai;io out on._,--::~-~;' 
the boac;.1. 'fuc:·e T1as a lo,1 one-story b-.ulu·.1g aui: it t;asl•-"l~·!., !":'\:.·_; 
oc~ied by an !M.ian named Bertrand, his wife end daughter .... - • • -
and @othe~ Indian. 'In.is was at :Bark !U.v..Jr. 'l.:ley came out 
to meet us and. il.elpod me into the house. I ,,as about all in. 

They hac. a largo fireplace, and tbe ti/0 squaws got me into 
a big rocking chair and dreu off my snoes and clothes and tried 
to get me thawed out. 

Mr. 3oarwnan said, 11 \Ie are nearly starved. "7e would like 
something to eat. " 

11.All ..-c ilave is s turgoon 2nd hemlock tea, 11 ti:l.ey said. 

Ho said, 11·,;ell , I can drink hemlock tea bf.cause I had it 
in California. " 

:But I could not, drink it, so I nibbled at a li ttlc 
sturgeon. 

In t~ ::icontimc •• io cian car.ie to mo and. said , 11 1 i.iave to , ... 1.,i gl-:,... 
send tiloso t\.'O Indians out to got the moil bags to bring them.~6::1 j}{ 
in for fenr tl':.e TIOlV"S will t;et at then:. I believe I 111 have ,,_.;

1 
) It 

them bring tn~t J"& in beca-use if they fine it they \/ill drinq~ .• . 
it anyway • 11 -~r::,.~"' ;}' l~ - - , 

-~ .. <~ 
In a little while we heard them. T'noy had already sampled , 

the liquor by their screaming and noise , so as soon as they 
wero in the s:1anty l:bcy wanted to start in making the hot 
stuff. So Angeline and the mother started making the hot s tuff . 
They begc.n ciar,cing ai'ter they had a fow rounds ni th the liquor. 
The oltl man :Bertrand became boisterous and began t.o walk u:, 
the floor end. sooar and curse the namo of q;uimby . Little d i d 
I dream that some day m::, name would be ~mby. 

Finally tho a:an said, 8 You will have t o find &omc -rJlace 
for t.~s l1 ttle gir l to s l eep for she is all tired out." 

, 



They :bad li.1:e t,,o li ttlc alcuvci. in one ro m w.iti.ch was 
their bodrc om. 'li.cy had uo tc .. work -,1 llo··,s v.r.:i. covers on the 
be,d. They lockaci. very comfor tali lo. Ti1e ma.'l w'h.spereci to me, 
•Now little ,girl, if I were you I r.ould not take off all my 
clothes , Ji:.st loosen them a little because ~ue Inciians are so 
drunk we c..c. not know what. they are liable to c.o." 

so I ,:us t tock off my shoes a::id took off r:ry hoop s.1cirt 
and cre-ot j n to bed. I was dead to the ffllrld as soon as I 
struck it. 

We travelled until ~i6:it o •c: t)c]: s:".£t !light r:itiJ we 
reached t~e vill::ige of !'lat 3ocl:. .'!0\1 6 :!.ud I was ;it l:1st 
to be home again, because home is Home :.o cru.ldren as \'/ell 
as to gro,m-'ll!)s l 

About two years after this experience i.tr. :Boardman met 
my father nnC:. be said, 111ir. Leh.-::ann, il.vr is t~t 1i ttle 
dau,f1t:'lr of :·ours who took that terrible trip with me to 
.?lat i.tc,ck?" 

Am,. father ans•,1ered, "Oh. she is all right, she is doing 
I awoke l7i th a terrible start to fin<! myself banging to fine. 11 

the edge o:f the c.oor an~ Bertrand had grabbe1 one of my arms 
enci was suking me , call:ing 0 ..u:igelinc, ..\Ilgeline, come and ":Tell , I 11ant to tell you faat she was a little her oine 
de.nee." :re must have thought it r1as his daughter because I and never murmured nor mode one co1m>laint through that 
was occu,yi:ig :'ler bed . '.:oard.Jtan made one 1° a:_p t'.c-:m ths l~der _: . t':.rriblc s .orm.. She was a courDgecus girl." 
and grab1Jeo. 3ertrand anci tbrc11 him against tha sido ofetL.e ·~ \~·.. . 
'fall with l reat force so faat. the house shook. r?_~_.j_,.., 

11
.,...,.,J..:~ ·:11en I think of zb:i oeager ac'..ve.ntDges I ba.c. as a child 

~.) , ;~~: ·--~~~ sec tnese beautiful buildings and DJ.l the modern equip-
::cre sa!d, 111ittle girl, you go and lie .:!own and I will', ;_: . m1;1nt £>nd remember my mentally stnrved. chlldhood, how grateful 

see thnt nr does not disturb you any rnoro. 11 we oug:lt to be that tYe live in this cuiy ~d Dge. 

So .:ie poor man vino haci travelled o.11 day i::i th'l deep 
sno\l sat m.C: ~atchcd till morning. In tho morning he got the 
pony .:.'1: t;1od through tile ,roods a.:id broU(;ht it on tho shore 
and got re,·c.y to load it up. lie told me to ~e t ready but I 
coul~ not find all of r:iy clot:u"s. I ha~ a little velvet cap 
trimmed ;71 ta rib:ion and ey hoop s:ct.rt tl:lat I could not find. 

'!ho man said, 11 1 11111 not leave this hor.se ur.til you 
give fois little girl 11bat belongs to her. 11 

They found the skirt bntTrecn the tick and cords of the 
bed. Ll.i' h.nt and other things they found in boxes and at last 
I "'as rea~ to go . 

~o travollod till one o ' clock that day until v;c reached 
Pord Bi ver ,:,10rc we stom,ed at the bonrciing house end had 
some din;:er . 'f.1ere I met an ol:i gentlOJ:lal:l ,·mo h:,d been book-
kec:_Jcr ~t !"lat :F.ock w110 wtis very kind t.o mo , I had my dinner 
and got wn=. 

Q_ther R~niscences of Caroline Lehmann Q;uimby 

•.~!'..an I ccme here everything fro-:i • .:irby Street over to 
Parmmter Street r.::io uatcr~ It 11as ju~t a slcU&h, filled 
lli th \lire grass, cattails, 17illo~,s nnd tne like. Tb& fisner--
men U!leli to bring their boo.ts up the i.!cnominee River ::ind into 
this slough, b c-cnuse they did not think they would bt1 saf'e 
in the river if a h•?avy storm should come up. lq ear liest . 
recollections of Uenomince include a boat called the 
~0-1: lyi.nt; partly sunken o.t the foot of ,1hat is now G1J¥ 
Street. ·.7h~re the Washington school n0\7 stands was n piece 
of high ground, but corduroy roads were built through this 
sloU&h so tbnt people could get from :,lace to ploce. One 
corduroy roZ?c! ,.,os bUilt on Quimby Av'.'mue in front of the old 
Gn6.-i :,bee. The lumb!'lr shat was used to build the S. \i . Abbott 



house, no-:: tile Wolcott Studio, w:.-s brought Up this slough to 
~enOl:linee iL _;>ound net boats. Tlie year I c~:1cre (1861) there 
was great eJ ci tement over the killing of a bear in the woods 
near tilis bdlding in wnich we are tonight assembled. The 
alarm 1vas given that there was a bear prowling about and a man 
by the name of Peter :Beans shot at it three times with his gun, 
but another man by the name of Pelete killed the animal with a 
shovel . There was a dispute as to who killed it, Beans claiming 
that his gun killed it, but when it was skinned. no bullet 
holes were found in the bear and Peleto got the skin. 

nus slougi.l ,1as finally filled '11!) with edgings and sar.-
dust from tie lilrby-Caroenter Comoany during the earl:.r seventies . 
'!be firct in.cad.am ttat ~lain Street had was slabs and sarrdust, 
tle s\DD of .,l, 500 being :paid to the Kirby-Carpenter Coonany 
for this sl~bbing ~nd sawdust, that filled ~iain Street over as 
far as Ogden Avenue . 

The fich caught in t.oe early days of l.fonomin"!I' includnd 
sturgeon, herring, dory , whitefish, trout, anc. also the so-
called coa:·se fis:i. 7'a.e early settlers hero ca..i.;ht loads and 
loads of i:lerrir.g but nevor dressed them. They took boat-loads 
of t':lem out a.--id dumncc. thorn. ''.'hi tofish at ~t time ,vas north 
nine to t;en J.ollars· aDC. sturgeon, ~,hich is almost extinct non, 
was caught in tne not~ by the hundreds but wes left to rot. 
'Ibero '.7as a fortune to be made in those fish if we had only 
mown it, fc r sturt;eon is now 19 or 20 cents a pound. The 
fish buyers from around Green Bay and that vicini t-J would come 
tc M<?nominee in t.o-:?ir boats and buy from tho local fi sherc.en. 
The fiS.:l. woz, packed in barrels mado by Nicholas Gewohr and 
Sam .Abbott , wao ell.ch had a cooperage. Fishing ,ms done with 
nets , the stme as in the present day, somo of the fishermen 
sending outEide for tneir nets while others made tneir 0\7Jl nets 
b;y k:ni tting them. In the winter time fishing was done throU&h 
t.he ice just, as it is no,1. 

In the year of 1879 Jobn and 'Sd.'1.n ~mb;y sot t".eir nets 
unc.er the ice ant. as they thought the ice '7as going out, 
started across the bay to get their nets. The ice brake while 
they wore tor.a , ~ut they saved themselves by rer:laining that 
nit;ht at Green Island. During the night the ice again formed 
and· the next morning they skated back with tncir fish and nets 

on their backs. 'l'h<J women folks , etcned · 1- ui ht for their 
r eturn in a building on the former :ratior.al ?..ct«. J. site~ 

Menomin,e has grorr.:l from a saTrdust •1illage to ., city of 
over 10,000 JCO~Jle, all in my time , the sturd;, pioneer turns 
over to the younger generation the fish we didn 1 t take during 
our time, but I guess the ;ircsent day fish arc used to t~c 
ways of foe flapper and it will not be so easy to houk tru;,m. 

ldENOMil:-EB -ITS EARLY BUSUiESS CZ!('ISR - FPZ.C!!'l'O'.'?N AlID FnmTOW'J 

Reminiscences of Mary Lehmrum Bemur., t.Ti tten in 1923 

( 1863 11!1cn th'.l I.ehmann fami l:r moved to l '.cnominee) 
Starting at the old dam or about th-:? ~rcs~nt site cf the 

golf grounds , there still stood the ruins of the old Dr. Hall 
water mill and bcnrdlng house . The house wcs in guod condition 
as fa.:rd.lies still lived there. A little cast cf there stood 
the residence of Cnarlio Hcteod and one could always see a 
t;rou:J of :r:~ians lounging about . Cl'U:lrlie ::cteod kept _boats_ 
to fcn-y anyone across thri ri vflr as there 11cre nc oric.ges tnen. 
Coming cast along what is now Stf\~hcnson Avenue was the first 
schoolhou::;o d tu.:i.teC:. in the cornrr of t:u &l'ound now tha site 
of th,., N;ricultural School. (l,ote: Later Jo1·dan College) 

Tho next point of interest is buryi;ig ground point . The 
high land rn :.ri~e street was used as a burying ground by the 
Indians w:.Uch were not moved till the present cemetery was in 
use . Tho s;ranr~ sm:rounding that point of ground '7as a cran-
berry marsh where I have picked a good ma.,y quarts of berries, 
but not even vines remain there now. I wonder if aey of the 
old settlers lcnow that one of the original log houses is still 
standing in tile old Leon Cota block, formerly Leon Cota •s 
saloon, ond boarding house on tllc corner of Ogden Avenue ond 
i3ellevue . 'ihe original log h~v.Se is covered by a structure 
of frame building. but going into the back rooms one can readily 
see tile old log house . 



Coming east o::i what is D'OW Ogden Avenue t!l.C first house 
is that o~ Ca"ltain ~yon, the houso witn its tno wings west of 
St. Ann's school . \foil., standing on th•'.l "oank of th•! river at 
that ~lace I havo watched the squaws gather tneir winter ' s 
sll.)l)ly of 1•.i ld rice . 'lwo squaws in u canoe one in the back 
?)add.ling wlile the other in toe bo~ mth a board fi~ed in 
front of he:r with two sticks, bend tho sheaves of rice and 
proceed to t:1rash it out. The Indian nanv.i Eor wild rfce is 
lf.enominee ;,nci is s.,,oken of in Longfcllo;7 1s ~71{!.t/¼ ,mere the 
Indians at that time came to gather wild rice. 

L. T. Freland owned the next house on t:1e lot east of 
the French c~tholic Church only recently torn cl01m. lre got 
our -eter s~TJly :rc:-i a barrel sunl: at ti1.-.1 foot of the hill 
where i used· to ,·atc.:i the 11ater bubble 11!) as there is a 
natural s,ring there, and it was easier for l':'omon to carry 
water u.? tre hill than for rnen to C:.ig o deep \7ell. 

This v.as about the b'lundar:, line of what was col!lllonly 
kr..o17Il as '.:'lonC:,to,m anc! :>owntol'IIl, tho reason oi tne name v1as 
tnat afte~ 1assing tj_1e old 11ater mill anu its interests the 
residents ""'re mostly French and Indinns . T:"le_.• settllld around 
wilere Leon Co ta I s boarci:ing ho-.:.se stood. 

The ncx:t point of interest is th'l mill oi foe :urby-
Car,,Jentcr Coi;many, store ane boarding hou.so Ylhlch 110.s located 
on ~at WGS comnonly called the Island, where now stands the 
Sugar Co::nc:iy r.,l~t or t!1ereabouts . Next r.as tho ferry kept 
by 3ob ') 1::eil, - v. rov, boat or sail boat fo~- :,;,asso;-igers and a 
sco" for hcrses, cattle and wagons , at th':l foot of ~1hat is 
now Main Street. Tho ridge whore now stands the residences 
of i.:r . Lloyd, :tr::i , Jonnin.gs and on down :Jain Street was the 
famous nigeon roost, it beizig all scrub pine at the time when 
I came h,re . T!lc birds had been so disturbed t.ia t only a fov, 
roosted t."olcro and in a year or so later none viero ever seen. 

T'uero ~ere only two houees from the ferry until you Cll!!le 
to wnat v;or I::nol'7n as the Q;u.imby House. A more hosi,i table -olace 
was never knor.t as the face of tr.e good things to eat had· 
S!'recd bo t1: no:-th end south a.-id, "'hen a Nc11 Year I s or any o thor 
holiday 1)0: t;r was given by its owner, John Q\tirrby, .10u could 
count a':IOJl€ its guests -,eo-,lo from :?ellhtigo, Cc ,1 •,o, end Groen 

Bay. It vre.s located betPeen F.otel .:e:::icrninee PllC. the Lumberman ' s 
l!ank. 

Next 11es the Simon Strauss mill anc store on what is now 
Jones Park. next rras the residence of Jose'ih Juttner, 
stond.ing where the National iiotel steno.s i,nd la.tar moved a 
little farther north and for yeers usec! as a tailor shop b;y 
Mr. Amnermann. Across the street still stands the Samuel 
Abbott residence, DOTI the Wolcott Studio. Going dol7D. to Kirby 
Street i'.'as a slTamp stretching over ;:!.llii beyond r;hat is no,1 the 
Northwestern deJot and ~oun to the island of the Kirby- Carpenter 
1:ills you could-go in a boat in th~ s1ring and as wild rice 
grew .here, nild ducks nere plentiful an:: many a man took ~s 
gun anc. shot a duck for a.inner before going to his work in 
the morning , Blueberries grew at the edge of the swamp and 
cranberries in tne knolls. 

Ogden Avenue was only a path running from r.bere the 
Lut"heran CiJ.urch stands, leading tbro".J&h the v10ods ti 11 it 
zigzagged back and for th to keen on ,!19 high ground ti 11 you 
came out at the 1>rescnt aet:iodist Churc:i, causing the extr a 
\'lidth of Ogden A~onu.e at t::iat part of .h., street when the 
road ,,as finally cut throueh in 1867. I v,cll remember the old 
path, .for 11:-:i.le comiIJG frcm the L. 1'- :Frelani home one evening, 
v1.1ile a .,arty of French ~,eo:_,le gathered there, i \7as the only 
one livi:,g on 11hat is non !!ain Street, I went dol7Jl the old 
trail. In th•J mcrru.ng !.'.:r . ?erry car:ic to our house r.o sec if 
I rum boon frightened. I said that it was not nice of the 
boys to .ry to frighten me . !fe sai.d it 1100 none of th-, boys 
but that a largo lynx had followed me. Ee could easily be • 
tracked because of a light fall of snow in the evening. 

·,!here tho library non stands the r esidence of Judge" 
lzigalls anc: where the Spies Block no\1 stands lYas for years 
th-, blackw th shop and wheelwright shop of William Lehmann. 
:There no\1 stands the First National i3ank v1as tho residence of 
1Hchola9 Ge,iebr and on the site of the r.a tor ';forks were his 
fisheries. 

Coming north up Main Street there wero only five houses, 
tho first nhere no..,. stands the residence of Mrs. B. T. Phillips , 
th-, next a shanty, thl' nnxt one still stands , is the residence L ,;f;y 
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of iar . !.forris, t11en the August Siemann block across the street, 
and where new the ?J.ley- Hink:er store stan:ls was the A:ldxus 
1:velaDd residence, square across the street of what is now 
Main Street. That ia as far as tho town went. A little later 
a sawmill wias built on the vacant lot where llr. Eveland had 
his fisheries, south of Riley & Rinker. Then in 1873-4 there 
W$ an iron furnace built on the bay shore waere now stands the 
Wells Lumbe? Co:n_:,8.lly plant. It was in operation fo~ about ten 
years a:ic.. en-,loyed a large force of men when it went out of 
existence . 

Finnto,n, a great many suppose derived its name from the 
Finlanders living there, but such is not the case as one 
Doci.nic~ Fi:r:n from llenek:aune built a saloon and boarding house 
on the c.:>rner of 3roadway and Martha Avenue to accom:nodate ti:le 
men working at the furnace; other houses being built, it 
naturally dJ:ifted into the name of Finntorm. 

In 1871-2 t::ie first railroad was built anti the depot was 
locatec. •;1hel'e I!.OTT stands tile nlant known as tile Ford Sales and 
Service J1ar.t. Later the de~ot was moved ,o its Dresent site, 
'ule ecrly ir.c.ustries ':/ere lwnbering and fishing mid i!cnomin!!e::-. 

undertaking for a couple of 15 year old girls and also told 
us if we under took i t then ,1e must fi ni oh i t too, but he 
would not liscoura&e us. "Go ahead, girls," he said. 

Menominee was 'l'lidely scattered at that time a.Dd snow 
almost waist deep. It is easier to imagine tilan to describe 
the long traops we had, but we met with 5ood succ.ess in 
soliciting and everyone was so pleased with this new idea, 
which was of course very encouraging, that it would have taken 
more than snow to put us off our self-a:9:?ointed work. Our 
collection of money amounted to $56.00, but now came out great 
quandary. We could not buy anything suitable for Christmas 
presents in l!enominee. In soliciting we had taken in every 
family, the names and ages of the children so as to better 
arrange me gifts sui tabltl to tne age of the children. At 
this ju.icture i:rs. s. P. Saxton offf'red to nolD us, so on 
SUnday afternoon .Amy, 311, and I YleD t to ilrs. Saxton I s to a.ake 
out a list of p:.·osents. T"ney were all to be useful articles 
m. th some small toy for each cn...ld. There were caps, mittens, 
comforters and the like. About that time Johll Hanley was 
going to Green :9a:, and we gave him the mone:, and the 1i st of 
articles wanted. In due time the -,ackage came. 

.:nere nere Et one time twenty-eignt sav1111ills in operat_!;9ll on '.i'hen ar:-ane;ements must be :IIE.G." where r:e VJere gcing to 
ms at o:.e t L ,c t.'l.r largest lumber shipping ·1ort in the ,vorld. \ 

both sides cf the i:enominee :aivcr. :f O have ou:: Cnristmas t r ee ••• no cnurch. ·.;e could have the ".4'~ , ,,-.:,. Saxton ;iouse !:lance Hall for foe afternoon if we wocl.d ,:,romlse -· : t• to have it all cleared out, for a dance uas to be given toot 
-Y .,~. t~\.:". evening. ·-e n.ad all the help 1'IC wonted. Ea.. Leake, George 

,<" ~"f CaldY1ell, Henry !iason and others t;ot the trees ( there nerc two) 
'i!i-3 Fllu:2 COLrr:U:ITTY C3RISTl:A.S 'l!REE rn lfilm!!I:33, 1855 _ a-~~-·;., d evergreens to make garlands to decorate the ball and 

~- -1} \ · ,.:!;J- r,.:, . .9-ssisted in putting them Up• i'/hen Amy and I made our soliciting 
Reminiscences of Pauline Lehmann Cordes, 192=!_ - r, .f...: ·~ -_($_trip we also asked each one to bring something for lunch. 

~,.--:__ - Ron. S. !!. Stephenson donated a·?J>les, nuto, and cana.y. (He 
.,.__~ ,ras just as generous then ao he-T,as after he was a millionaire. ) 

Sittin€ one evening ove:r our knitting in the Fall of 1865 The trees occupied the cl'¼nter of the hall,,.,ith nal.ld.ng space 
tal.dng witl: lira. Louis Vanderlip, the talk drifted to the all around set off b~• _placing barrels anll laying boards on 
~roac.-:Ung ::olic!ays and Mrs. Vanderlip began telling about the them, Ylhich alao served for tables to ea t the lunch on. 
Cbristmas trees they used to have for their churcn in Albany, 
a thought cEme into ey- head, if they had Christmas .roes there 
wb;r coul.d net vie have one for the Villa&e of ::enoruinee? :'he 
next day I talked 1 t over 'll'i th J.Juy Ingalls and we decided to ask 
her fathe:r I t advice. Judge Ingalls thought it too much of an 

:fnen Christmas, December 24th afteruoon came l'e darkened 
tne hall anl lit the lamps, (we had forgotten to get candles 
for the trees), and the hall was full of >eople , for everybody 
in town nad to be there. The decorations and trees were very-



IIIUC!l admirac. one ..,raisod. First the lunch ~,as diS"losed of 
and then the -:,resents were distributed. I sometimes wonder if 
tbere are any- still living here that took part in that 
festival. (I mean those who were little ones at that time.) 
Some of the little ones began to cry and or.hers just shouted 
with glee. We had forgotten to have a Santa Claus. 3d. Leake 
took charge of one tree aDd handed the gifts to a couple of 
girls who gave t;iem to the chlldren and George Caldwell had 
the other tree. Jm.y Ingalls stood at one tree but I have 
forgotte::i who assisted her. Sarah Ann Pen(}illy and I were at 
the other one. To watch the little ones as they got t:1eir 
little )re sen ts was enough to repay us for all tile work we had 
done to nake the First Col!llluni ty Christmas Tree a success. 
Ur2mo-n to us someone had donated a nice handke.-c.lief for 
evecyo~ vii.lo ~elped. i3y t:1is time it was grol'ling dark and time 
to clear the :iall. So ever.rone turned to work with a will 
and it was soon cleared for the evening ::;ileasures. '.2hus ended 
our First Co:l!!.,-unity Christmas Festival. 

(::OTJ:: ~ - i.. !'.:.s . i.'illiam Lehmann of Lansburg, Germaey with 
their three d.:.rnghters, Pauline born in 184?, !'.ary in 1849, and 
Caroli:ie i:i 1851, cmne to th United States about 1855. After 
living ·or a 'time at l!anistee, t..'uskegon, anc. Flat Rocle, in 
March, 1863 ::rs. Lenmenn, the girls and small twills, William 

Louise, ,:ent by sleigh from Flat Rocle to Cedar P.iver wnere 
L:r. : _____ .;:; :-~•lri 1'\P. as a bll>cksmi th. In .Tune she moved bcr 
family by sail boat to Menominee whore Ur. Lehmann bad taken 
employment in the ~ring of 1863 and waere Caroline had spent 
some months in 1861-2. This was the year 1!euom1nee County was 
crganized. At the first session of court in tl1e new county 
\iilliam i.eru.ann took out his naturalization -Ja-oers. From that 
time to the present, members of the Lehmann family tave been 
residents of Henaminee aDd made substantial contributions to 
colll!lUlli ty life. 

retentive memories. Some of their reminiscences appear 
in the foregoing articles. Pauline Lehmann Cord.es died 
in 1934 at the age of 86. Mary Lehmann Eemus in 1940 at 
the age of 90, and Caroline Lehmann \illimby later 1n the 
same year at 89. ~illiam Lebnann, Jr . is still an acti'C 
figure in Menominee . Mrs. Louise Lehmann Nowaclc resides 
at Channing, Michigan. ) 

THE FIE.ST SCHOOLS IN lG,mmm: 

P~collections of S1.1e Lyon Douglas, Written Nov. 20, 18!:5 

(:;o~: In 1885 a nurriedl y written newsnaper article 
was published 1hlch did not square •n k early school history 
as rec::,lled by !'.rs. Douglas l7ho had taugllt a sul>scription 
school in Menominee · years be fore.. i3y request,. 
Mrs. :Douglas wrote the following lotter to sot matters 
strai~t. Her letter was 'l)Ublisbod i n the 1:E:.,Oillif~ DEi,iQCRAT 
11/28/ ~5.) 

• • • "In the winter of ' 53--4 Oscar :Bartholomew, a 
young man of Elmira, N. Y. taught a small school in a black-
smith S.10:lJ up at the old water mill. I C:.o not know now v,ho 
attended tlu school but if I could hav13 a talk 1'Ji th rey 
brother, I daresay he could tell me for he and a brother 
next older both attended. 3ertholom;iw r:as but a boy himself 
and taught but two months. I think:. T'.aat was the first 
school ~n the river. Dr. Rall had had a teacher sometime 
before, but only for his own children and two or three others. 
. ,_~\ ,•;~~ ),.; - ., ./·-.:~-:-,."' -~, .... ,~.t-.-::--.- ( "In 1 56 I opened a school in 

i:..,:,(~ .... ·.,-:: ~--~ . a little building belonging to Charley 
;,:-"~;i · ·=¥.xF 1j'.]1 McLeod , Sr. stai1ding on the bluff just 
~11:,; ~.~.:~.:,,=_Ji' ~ · .. ,· est of his h 1:.se. ~s school was 'l-'1 V 3~ .. ,.,ii._7f --The three old.er daughters married and es tabllshed homes 1,-_, ~. ~- ., ~., ~~_.,."-1:_::=-_ ~n to all '.1.10 were willing to pay, 

re~ed their families in Menominee. All were unusually '!l,1" {{ , ,. ' ,-. •;,;::.~,':."1_ · ana I taught four months at the rate 
intelligent women, :possessed of keen powers of observation And\(rj t' '/ ,,tJ ? ";t;::;,:;;., . ',,r of $3 for t'17elve weeks for each p,1n11. -, ,l I , . ; I• , .-,b .. , , 

~;,,,L• • --> .• .., 
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SOllle weeks rr.y rec3ipts were good, and as nearly all my 
scholars used to bring 25¢ each Monday morning. I had little 
trouble collec-ing bills and T1as generally "in f'Unds." As 
tha scholars 11aid only for the time they at tended, some ._,,eeks, 
I hardly made-my board.. 

•r nad had some exoer ience in teaching in Pennsylvania 
before ·,ve came west and I had' taught four months on Ch<11nbers 
Island. Hy patr ons wer e ancious that I should continue my 
school , but the bui l ding was col d , and I concluded I could not 
endure the walk in winter and before another sl)ring I had gono 
to Sturgeon P~ver, ni g Ba.y de Noc and was tnere all the 
follom.ng summer. 

•For two yea.rs I spent most of my time there, and my 
recollection of l..!enaminee during that period is rather hazy, 
lro.t I t::t1ow tnat a Miss Varney taught a ~ scription school 
there _)art of tae time wnen I was away • • • and taught in 
the neighbor h od. She had a large school and. 2ome of those 
who ..,ere the boys and girls then must remember her. She uas 
a sister o:f i.iI-s. Gordon Fowler and came from Pennsylvania. 
She taught in 158 I 1m s\ll"e, 8F Tolily 'Burchard (who was a good 
teacher anc a dearly loved f~t~nd of mine) t:1out,;}l she did 
teach in the old. shingle mill,and also in 162 in the log school--
house, cannot have the honor of teaching 11 the first school 
in 1.!enominee.n Nor did she come west until 158 so she could 
not have ta-ught in Menominee in 157. She 111US t have the credit 
of having taught two terms in 1.lenom.ince and several at 
~ene:taune . 

' ' Yo-ur article says only one term was taught in the log 
schoolhouse, wr.ich is surely a mistake , as "'1ss Burchard taught 
there in 1 63 and it seems hardly likely that there was no 
school there in the interveru.yg time. As I was married in 1 63 
and left the r iver soon after my marriage , I cannot tell how 
that may be but Misc; Yeats was teaching ther e when I came ·back 
to Uenominee from Tennessee in 1866. 

• 11'flhy we helped to make the history of Menominee 
before Judge Ingalls ever thought of coming ther e and to be 
~ unted only a l egend does not set well on our stomachs . I 
still call mysel f a Menominee for there is a legend that if 

one eats sturgeon for their first meal am! falls all over 
in the ri vor, the~- must sryend their days there, and it was at 
,1.11.~ys 1 bountiful and always delight:ful table that I ate 1t. 
And before the s\llllller was ovor I had taken a header from a 
bark canoe i.nto the river , so of course I expect to come baak 
there to die . Tba t is why I always like to sign my-self 

For t ROY1ard, Wisconsin ( Nor, West Gr een Bay) 

EARLY SCHOOLS AlID C:itJRCH 

By :iarriet :zoodford i3ill 

(UO~: This article by Mrs. r.arriet ~:oodford Bill 
sumnari:,;es what she. was able to gather on this topic. Miss 
Harriot '.7ooe.tord ie to Menominee to teach in the 8'Ulllller of 
1872, an~ spent mo of the remaining years of a long life 
here , marrying A. • Bill, the able young minister in the 
little Presbyterian church that gave her such a cordial nelcome. 
:!his 11as i;.1e first church in the city and county of Menominee. 
Urs . :Bill 11as much interested in historical subjects. and a 
thoro~ an<l reliable investigator. In the :preparation of 
this llaper she used" her scrapbooks, dre17 U!)On her own memor y, 
and consulted other early residents of :.:enominee. ) 

The first scho.ol was O'Oened in the m.nter of 1855-54 at 
the old TIP.tor mill ·near the· s~cond dam. The building uas of 
rough boards, battl$ed, both walls and roof, with slabs. One 
end of it was used ~s a blacksmith sh0p. Oscar 'Barthol omew 
of Elmira, n. Y., &\r anded here by some adverse fate , taught 
for two months. It was a subscription school, the price being 
three dollars for twelve weeks ' schooling. 

h first real schoolhou.se was built b~ Charles Uc.Leed, Sr • • 
on a bluff neer tbe end of th_9 First dam; Thia school ,10.s taught 
by Lliss Sue Lyon, four months during tho s.mmer and fall and was 



r 

also a subscription school. TherA was an averag,.. attendance 
of sixteen , mils, among whom were re:,resentoe. five national-
ities, Fx·encil, German, Irish, Swede, arui Yankee, with one 
full-bloode, Indian boy and several half-breeds. 

Later a school was taught by Miss Emily 3urchard, in a 
part of Hc:iry- Nason's house at his shingle mill, on the shore 
of Green '.Say, where now stands the National Hotel. lass 
'Burchard used to 1Jaddle her canoe from t.!enekaune where she 
resided. One morning her canoe was ca,;,sized. She swam to a 
boom and ril h ting the canoe ryroceeded on her way, borrov,ed dry 
clothes ant. taught as usual. 

In 1858, several men, Andrus 3veland, A. F. l\Yon, W. G. 
Boswell, E:enry Nason and others volunteered labor and contri-
butions enc erected a log scrioolhouse, where the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad crosses Ogden Avenue at \fest Menominee . 

Stoats. 
Long benches were used as 

·.r.1en !.:<'nominee County was organized in 1863, the school 
laws were ,ut in forcn and districts were organized. District 
No. l, in ~!,..nomin o embraced all the village lying along Groen 
Bay ,;ino. near tho mouth of the river. District No . 2, included 
t i1at !)art oi" the village now called "Jest Henominee . In the 
spring of lf.64, the town of l!enominee ,,as or6a;:lizcd and the 
first public money was dral'lll for school PUI?Oses. All previous 
schools were subscription schools. 

.i!ue first sc.1001 held in District No. 1 was in a small 
building owned by Samuel .A.bbot t , which had been built for 
storing fisl nets. It was about 16 by 18 feet built of rough 
boards and filled between the joists with sawdust. ~e seats 
wore loll& llf rro" benches, very uncomfortable. A 'lioncer woman 
who attende, that school, remembers the boys used to dig the 
sawdust out o'f the .oracles and on one occasion a 11 ttle snake 
was seen gliding along the floor, wilich caused confusion among 
the pu:_,ils. E:xact location of this school was unknown . !13lis 
bUilding war- used a short time only. 

This year, (1864) the town built a school on Xirby Street. 
24 x 28 feet which they thought would be large enough for maey 

years to come. Mr. John McClelland was the first teacber. 
Mrs . Bemus (Feb. 5, 1923) told me among t~ose who attended the 
first school v1ere Mr. H. Sharon. John Cook of }.'.arinette, 
Mrs. A. L. Sav,yer, Mrs. Caroline ~mby, :ecrt PenGilly. William 
PenGilly, Amos Lemieux. and Mrs. idary 3emus. Settlers came in 
so fast ti:lat this soon proved inadequate, and in 1868 a two 
story builling was erected also on Kirby Street at a cost of 
$7.000 wnich caused considerable coD1Dent among the taxpayers. 
In this building were two departments below and one long room 
in the second story. Here benches gave place to double seats 
and desks. 

I t was in the Kirby Street bUildin& I t aught two years; 
1873-74 and 1874-75. '.:'he ryrimary room was taught by Miss Nina 
Flood; foe intermediate by myself, and t~ higher department 
by !Jr. J . 'r:. 3ird. The second year .!.liss Rattie Parker taught 
the primary and Miss tlyra Sizer. who became Mrs. Crawford, 
assisted Mr . Bird. She taught her classes at one end of the 
room and M:r. Bird at the other end. Toe pupils of the inter-
mediate and primary school marched U9stairs each morning to 
opening exercises, where the :Bible was read. I think the 
principal offered prayer. The Lord's Prayer was recited and 
two or three school songs were sung. 

This building was located diagonally across from the 
present locetion of the Milwaukee and St. Paul D9pot. 

The first year ninety pupils. ag3s reJJging from seven to 
sixteen, were enrolled in my roan and fifty-nine the second 
year. It was during the year of 1873 that a small on&-room 
schoolhouse was erected on Holmes Avenue near State Street 
in the swOlll!); load after load of sawdust was hauled forming a 
mu.le to the rood and also surrounding the buil<i.ing. 

Miss Alice Jacobi taught in this buile.in& that year and 
the congested condition of my room was somewhat relieved. 

There was also a small schoolhouse on Ste-ohenvon Avenue 
on the land no11 occupied by the Agricultural School, which I 
think was taught ill the year 1874-75 by IQ-. Alber t :Bird. My 
salary the first year was forty dollars per month, increased the 
second year to forty-five. I was then offered fifty dollars 



in io:arinette but I resigned tne vocation of t~acning and took 
up -!cmestic science, from w:1ich I have not yPt graduated. My 
teacilcr 1 s certificate Vias signeC:. by Dr . o . 3 . :Oird anc. G. A. 
Woodford, n Sc.,1001 Inspectors for tile Townshi:i> of l,;enominee, 
Coun t;r o: }.! nominee . 11 

District ilo . 2 had also erected a small sciloolhouse which 
became too emall and in 1876 erected a two-story building. 

.An im;;,ortant change occurred in 1880 wuen the district was 
cilanged to the graded system under graded school terms . Six 
tri.:ste 0

~ \7ere el'?cted, -viz : s. il . Ste·,,honson, A. Soies, B. T. 
Pili.lli_i>s, ·.iit. Somerville , James Juttner, and J . :i::. iialton. ,\.t 
that time :Jistrict Ko . 1 covered the old Kirby Street building, · 
the Eolmes .Avenue building and tne rented store o::i Ogden Avenue, 
in all there were five r ooms with five teacners and a principal. 
T~ere we=e then ?52 c:uldren of school age, 402 enrolled in 
school a::i~ Eeotir.g capacity of 310. In AUt,-ust , 1881 the 
Liber ty Street building was completed. 

In. l ~::L Le :!olJ:les Avenue building v:as removed to ,vabash 
Avenue and t~e urby Street building was move~ to uarinotte 
Avenue wnere no" stands the :?t.oosevalt school. T::ris old building 
burned. in 1"88. 

It Wat' in Jtryril, 1883 t'.let Menominee '1'18 c:uirtered as a 
city anc. the tw?-C:.istricts were united, thus adcilng the 3oswell 
builciing m. th two stories of two rooms each, while the teaciling 
force consisted of twelve teachers. In 1885 nineteen teachers 
were employed. 

In 188€ the State Str eet school and Primary No. 1 at 
Liberty Street were erected at a cost of $9800. In 1890 the 
Spies Avenue building was erected at a cost of $5,963, including 
the lots. '!here were now 29 teachers inclUC:ing the su,_?erintendent. 

In 1392 t.ie :Boswell Street and Lincoln Avenue buildin&s 
were erected at a cost of $32, 812. 42 and ~'le teachers enrolled 
were 36. In 1893 the school cG'llsus was 3 , 737, 1ri. th an enroll-
ment of 2 , 300 end 41 teachers wore employed. 1'ho total cost of 

the high school building, wnl.ch was com;,leted in 18'..I•: . including 
ground and furniture , was $53, 987 . 34. lir . Jesso Etu.bbard served 
as superintendent for £ix years, being succeeded by Jt.r. c. I . 
Woodley, superintendent, in ,he fall of 1894. 

In 18S0 the free toxt book system was adopted in the grades, 
and extended to the high school in 1895; C:rawing was introduced 
in 1892; kin~ergarten wor k in 1893 under the supervision of 
Lass 7.sura :Bingham, a graduate of Froebel Institute; music, in 
1894; manual training in 1896. 

I t is a far cry from the first log schoolhouse in 1856 
with its low benches , primitive bog stove , no blackboards; a 
subscription school, with an aver~e of 16 1ID:>ils, to all the 
handso,ne 11ell- equi_pued buildings of tod.ay valued at seven 
hundred thousand dollars • .. l7i. th blackboards all around 
the room, fine gymnasium, junior and seru.or high sc·1ools with 
sl7imning :,ool, one of th., iinest at,lletic fields in thP. country, 
the 'larent-teacil.er associations Hhere t,1e 1Frents and teachers 
meet·an~ b~come acquainted, and an cxcelle~t library and tho 
finest h a ting and ventilating sys tom, l"i til :running water, 
inside toilets, machine shops, wood shops, and. household arts 

I received a letter from m;y broth~r G. A. JCOUord, in 
the s,ring of 1872, sayill{; I could nrobably get a school here. 
I thought a year or two spent in the west would be pleasant and 
accordingly left my Connecticut homo for tlle "wild and \':Ool4' 
11est11 • l;pon yessing Cru.cago safely I started on the C • .., N. W. 
Railroad for Henominee wili.ch v:E>s the ~:irminal of that road. 
There was no nullman on our train aru:. as there were two coaches 
only, one was· set off at Milwaukee . All of tho nassongers left 
the train at Oshkosh except one woman an~ myself. Sh9 left at 
Gr een Bay, and the train seemed to run for my special benefit 
to Menominee . 

It was a beautiful moonlight night, the summer after the 
great fire of 1 71. During that fire the wind was so stront; 
that it ~rooted the trees, and all the holes left from the 
roots were filled Up with water; tha great blackened trunks 
covered the ground,~ and to me it looked the most desolate 
country I had ever seen. I mentally resolved that no money 



woulu. ever induce me to sts,y in such a country. I woulc":. make a 
short visit, and return to civilization. I landed. here at 2:30 
a.m. at thd cock down back of the old Kirby- Carpenter store, 
which was de1Lolished a few years ago. Mr. Forvilly ' s bus was 
there, the old-fashioned open bus with seats on both sides. I 
aaked. to be taken to Mr. WoO<l.ford 1 s residence and on the way 
not a sound could I hear of the wheels and it se81Ded to ID8 
almost uncam:.y. The noxt morni11g I found that the streets were 
all sawdust End sand and therefore no sound couJ.d be heard of 
"the Wfl&ODS• 

.Uter a ride around the town I couJ.d see nothing attractive 
in Menominee, exCe!)t the bay which seemed most beautiful and 
wbicil hPs never lost its charm. 

On rrzy first at endance at church I was welcomed as cordially 
as if I were an old friend. 

The next week Mr. S. M. St8'?henson arranged for a picnic 
at Green Isl,nd, all going over on scows propelled by tugs. 
'l!llere I m~t rrany --:,eo-.,le and all were so friendly, my favorable 
impression oi the ·,e~le deepened. 

One tl:u.r.,s that always distressed me, was the great 11 fire 
pens• - or Gehennas as I called them, which were located at 
1,very mill, burni11g day and night, the trilllllings from the mills 
made a lurid glare sometimes at night. To my ~Jew England idea 
of thrii"t ant "Conorny, tbi s was a wicked waste. 

Ho.ving come from liew Ellgland and her cloud-capped granite 
hills, Uenominee seemed hopelessly flat and I had a feeling akin 
to pity for the boys and girls who never enjoyed the fun I bad 
when a child, sliding down bill. A. boy on bis sled. drawn by hie 
dog was not .sn unusual sight, but there was no exhilaration in 
that. I was very homesick for the sight of a hill or mountain. 

The :_)Ostmaster was Mr. Samuel A.bbott and everybody had to 
go to the post-office for mail. 

One thillg I remember distinctly was the ASaharan or "Court 
House Square•. That was the block opposite the old Kirby House 
on which some day they expected to erect a Court House. It was 

all sand and sand burrs, and in that Sahara in Oill' r.•:>r'lAr, 
was the county clerk ' s office, in a very Slll811 build.iilt;, and 
adjoilling it v1as the county jail. 

Menomi~ee had begun a !)Ublic library which was housed 
in L:r. ~oodford 1s jewelry store. It was open to the public 
on Fri~ a£ternoon and I acted as librarian in Mr. Woodford1 s 
stead. 

Life 1vas very primitive in those days . No furnaces, no 
sewers, no lighted. streets; dark nights when we went to thurcb. 
we had to carry a lantern. Everybody in preparing for winter 
had sawdust banked up a&ainst the house, and having no water 
works, the people who lived in Frenchtown had wells and others 
had to get tileir water from the bay. Everybody burned kerosene. 

'i:Ll.e c. & H. W. R.. R. was being built up further from 
Menominee and all the engineers made their home here; tbi s made 
the social life of the yoUDg people very delightful. '.Then they 
had completed 26 miles up the line, they gave an excursion to 
about 25 or 30 young people . 11e went up to their camp, riding 
in a caboose and after walkiDg about a mile through the 
towering pine woods, came to their camp and. enjoyed a fine 
dinner. Someone bet me that I could never drive a spike and 
I bet ·nnt I could, so I lifted the sledge han:mer and success-
fully drove a spike which the chief engineer said was done 
in correct form, so I feel that I was a true pioneer havill€: 
helped to lay the C. & N. W. R.R. 

School Incident 

Duri11g my first school year, the circus came to town to 
the delight of all the children. Mr. s. M. Stephenson 
decided to take all the children and teachers to the circus. 
They reported at school and answered to roll call. Each 
teacher marched with her pupils to tile circus grounds far up 
Ogden Avenue. I.fr. StEnhenson took all the teachers into the 
side shows. 1he huge boa constrictor haunted me for weeks. 
It was my first attendance at a circus. 

Picnic at the Dam 



The location is now a ,,art of the Riverside Cemetery, by 
the dan. Pw.>ils rei,orted a·t scilool and th~ ousiness men of 
t'.le to,m ·>ro;,ided c~nveyances to t1le picnic. The women 11ent 
ahead and made great tubs of lemonade , After enjoying a fine 
c.inner which was spread on the ground and was decorated with 
Daddy Long Legs and s ,1iders, a number of us went do1m to the 
river b ank, til& river was filled with logs . Ur. :Oi rd dared 
me to cross thq riv~r on logs. Being a tenderfoot, it didn ' t 
look like any trick at all , but it was a cle:u- case of a 11 fooJ 
rushing in r,here angels scar ce dare tread". I ran down the 
ballk and jumped on the first log rihich il!Jllediately began to 
sink. I went to the next one and the next one sank and by 
that time I didn ' t know who was the most :frightened, Mr. s. M. 
Ste.,,h<!nson. who constituted himself my cbc_"Peron for the day, 
or Mr. 3ird or myself. Mr. Bird, having lod me into such a 
trick gallently came to my rescue by snatching my hand and 
going a log behind me. I jumped from log to log and didn I t 
need any police to tell me to keep moving. I led him a merry 
race across the river and was glad indeed to gut my foot on 
terra firma . 

Ma;rbe t:he only thing that saved me from a watery gr ave 
was that the logs were so tightly packed together that they 
could not roll, therefore making a pretty good footing and we 
got across safely. This was my first and last attempt to 
cross the ~enominee River on logs. 

.Another young tenderfoot from Illinois ha.cl a similar 
exporie:ice, but wearing a velvet dress, it filled with air 
like a ·oalloon and kept her up as she fell be tween the logs. 
She had t !le .;,>resence of mind to seize the young man, who 
accoll1':lanied her and who had sli:p:9ed into the v,eter , by the 
coat collar ant:. hold his heac. up between the logs. They called 
for help axiC: we:.e r escued by men with :pike poles. 

SOOL\L LIFE IN T3E EARLY DAYS 

By Mrs. »nmeline Caldwell Somerville, 1923 

( NOT!:: Emneline Caldwell , later Mrs . Jose.h Somerville, 
was an active figure in the early social life of i.!enominee . 

J.t the age tJf 17 imo Tfas one of t.h t eachers in Die r:..ct 
lfo. l in 1869. l:uch of her leter life was stJent in h'.enominec 
until s.'le passed away in 1940 . ) -

Away back in the 160 ' s , ~~onominee was y oung and there 
was not much doing in the social line. No clubs or organizations 
of aey sort. Dancing was the chief amusement, and we were 
never at a l oss to know where to got music. Our orchestra 
consisted of three .,,ieces, Therriault 11ith his fiddle, (not 
violin then) , Jack Farrier , bass viol, Terrance Cassidy, 
snare drum. Farrier also called the quadrilles. The schottische, 
polka, varsourienne , and waltz were tho other dances. We 
made our own little muslin dresses, walked to the parties 
through the sand, and if our shoes got filled, it did not 
matter, we did not care in the least. ·-:e did not have to 
pom:l.er our noses every half hour nor rouge our cheeks or lips. 
• • • We were vain enough to think that nature had been so 
kind to us that no artificial adornment was necessary. 

Mr. E. L. Parmenter was a great help to us, he had a 
small hall which we were all7ays given, anc. we viould go and 
dance until the ".)inch bug3 got so thick ,,e had to stop. One 
of our young men, Gust Chandler, was cautain of a tug, the 
Bob Mills , belonging to the K. C. Comoaey. iic would got the 
tug and a party of us and go to Green Island. Mr. Drew, the 
lighthouse keeper, could play the violin. s. M. Stephenson 
always helped us out ,Ji th anything we started. He gave a 
dance in the :Boarding House once a year. Wo had singing 
schools which we all attended and became very proficient with 
our voices, but unlike Bernhardt, vie knevt nhen to retire. 

i7e also had spelling bees. Hattie '.ioodford was right 
in her element 1·1 th these. (Note : 1tiss :.oodford came to 
Menominee in 1872. ) She did better than she did in dancing. 
She said she felt like a turkey on the floor . Our young men 
did not smoke between courses at dinner or perhaps we only 
had one course . In winter we never lacked sleighing parties. 
Mr. Robert Ste"Jhenson of the L. w. & v. s. ConrJaey would hitch 
up a four mule- team with a big sleigh, anci. in th"" middle of 
the we would start to the Rapids or Relay Farms, have 



supper, l'.rnce and sometinco stay all night. 
occasion"; ~n asked if any of us wero cold, 
"Cold? I fael as if I had on paper cambric 
the shiny side in. a 

I r em~mb~r on one 
!!r. Farrier said, 
trousers, with 

We were invi tcd to a Masquerade party in Menekaune one 
night. We decked ourselves in costumes, wal.iced down to the 
riv~. an<l. tooted for Bob 0 1N'eil, the ferryman, to take us 
over. \ft1en we were ready to come home tne ferr;;'IDa]l aad gone 
to slee-:> Dn~ we tooted and waited and waited and tooted. 
Finally-one of the men got a canoe and went over and got him. 
ills home was in Menominee. Main Street TlaS just a path through 
the blueberry bushes. 

In the · 170 1 s we began to put on airs. On :Uew Year I s 
evening 173 ,. after receiving and making ca.ls e .1 day, a few 
met in the evening and that wa~ the beginning of our llcw Year I s 
club. '.7e organized with thirty members a few years later and 
met every ::cw Year's :::Ve until 1913 l'rhen the club ceased to 
cxi st. 

WATER AND FIRE ?R')l'3:CTICli" 

By ~illiam A. PcnGilly, 1923 

(NOTE: William A. PenGilly came to Menominee with his 
parents in 1859. His father Robert PenGilly came to Canada 
from England in 1840, a hundred years ago. He lived in 
Milwaukee :for a f~n years, then at Flat Rock and was brought 
to ifonominee by the s. M. Ste:,henson Company, to pursue his 
work as an exoert tool-maker. Re was ..,rominent in the found.-
ing of St . John ' s church and held considerable property along 
what is now Sheridan Road. His daughter Nellie was organist 
at St. Johll ' s church 24 years and William was a member of the 
choir for 35 years. William lived on Sheridan Road for eighty 
years, from his coming in 1859 to his death at almost 86 on 
l:ove1.1ber 15, 1939, r-- hcl.d an important position m. th the 
rrirby-Carpenter Store for a number of years, was county clerk 
six years, 1881-86, and held other county offices. owned a 
large store, and engaged in numero1:.S business enterprises.) 

In the early days of 1860 most of the early settlers were 
locateci along the main road, this road ran along the llay Shore 
from the present River Street up i.o Eveland Court, later it 
became the '~ain Street of today. 

T"r.is road being on a ridge , the land was high, and while 
the se t tler bui 1t his home, be al so C:.ug a we 11 and from thi s 
well secu::r.d all necessary water. 

As nc\1 settlers came in and tiley began building along 
Kirb7 Street and the west side streets to Parmenter and 
Carpenter Streets, which streets vtere mostly roads then, 
and as most of the land west of Main Street extending nearly 
to th~ Court House grounds was low and wet, good water could 
not be had from v1ells in that locality, particularl,y in the 
spring and fall. 

7Jlen somoone arranged with a drayman to deliver water to 
-.hem; after that other d.raymen entered in the compe tition, 
there,ifter wat,:ir was delivered by them in barrels to any place 
in town. 



In 1868 ,,e had the first big fire in the burning of the 
s. M. Ste ,l'.enson residence on lower Main Street. 

There v,as no organized fire protection at this time, so 
l&r. Ste-:>her.son closed down bis mill and bro-ught his men to the 
fire . Eacl. man waa given a bucket aJld th.ey iamediate~ formed 
two lines from ths house down to the bay shore, one line passed 
up the water and the other returned the empty buckets to be 
filled again. 

During the big fire of October 8 and 9, 1871 the 
marsh that comprised all the land in the second ward lying 
west of Kirby Street. to Parlllenter Street and from ~by 
Jvenue to l iberty Street was ablaze maey times, and a large 
force Qf men and teams were required all 011e lli<;bt in keeping 
tbe fire from S'Oreading or getting out of the marsh, the 
water was brought in barrelfi f'rom "ells and the bay. 

'lhe :,,eople now saw that i t was very necessary the town 
should have some fire protection. 

A call for a meeting of the ci thens llho were interested 
in the purcilase of a Rand Fire Engine was issued December 22, 
1871. It "as decided at this meeting that the :f'llllds could 
bs raised by subscription and the meeting was adjourned to 
December 2~ . At tnis adjourned meeting the l!enominee Fire 
CoCll?any lfo . l was organi,zed, and on January 2, 1872 a coumi ttee 
1'1"a ao-:,ointed to buy a suitable Hand 'Engine and a hose cart, 
t:hich :i;,urcl.ase wes duly made togeth8l" with 500 feet of hose. 
Tw.s was a volunteer company and the tunds were raised by 
subscriptions and from dances which they gave. 

The connany bought a lot adjoining the Forvilly Hotel 
property- on the west and put up a building to house the en&itUJ 
and cqui~nt, and in which they held their J11eetings. 

In the fall of 1873 they had their first big fire, this 
was the bw""ning of the Perket House on Main Street and seven 
or eight store buildings up as far as the Leroy House, which 
stood waere the :Richards House now stands. 

The water for fires \VO.S sUOt>lied x'tom thi-ee or four large 
tanks or wells placed conveniently and in desired locations. 
Dile was located at the corner of West Street and Ludington 
Avenue, one on Kirby Street and one on Quimby .1-venue, water 
was also taken from the bay. 

In 1874 the town bought the Steam Fire Engine b...!I• 
Ste-:-,henson and another Volunteer Fire Company was organi:i:ed 
and the engine and equipment was kept in a buildin& used for 
a Town iiall and Engi.ne nouse where the Engine liouse No. l 
now stands. 

In 1883 the old Fire Compaey sold their hand engine to 
the Township of Stephenson, disposed of ~he house and lot, 
and disbanded. 

In 1884 the ~later Works was built t-.nC:. the pipe lini,s 
laid. In this year the To,m bought the Steam Fire Engine 
J. s. Sherman and later sold the Steam Fire Engine le .1:1• 
Ste 1henson to the Town of Peshtigo• 

. . 
In Hay 1888 the organization of a ~)aid Fire Department 

was formed. 



Tii'!: FI?.ST Ch1JRCHES IN MENOMINEE COUliT'l 

The information given hero hns bean takon froc the History of Monor.rl.noo cocpilod 
and published by tho Class of 1910 of the Menominee High School and froc tho Ingalls Centenniol History. 

Nicolet in 1634 co.llod the Menominee r i var st. hli cb.o.al I s 
river. V/hon Fo.tb.or Claude Allouez in 1670 established an Indian 
oission at Liission Point on tho Ua.rinotte side of the river, ho 
called it St. Michl".ol 1 s Mission. Father I.ouis .Andre wa.s in 
charge of the .1ork sevornl yonrs until it wns abandoned or 
destroyed. 

Froo 183~36 Rev. John Clark, a Methodist cissionary for 
IJi,por llicl:.if;nn and Wisconsin, ostablishod a r.d.ssion on the point 
extending to\'.lard t~ island later occupied by the n. Ludington 
mill . This mission also was on the iVisconsin side of the river. 

church erected or.ywhoro in l.!enortlneo cit-;- or county. It is 
said that chief credit for this accompllsbment s!10J.l.d bo 
given to Honey Loocis, o young minister :froc A,wii:cn: now York. 
The Kirby Corpun ter coopony gave n lot rt'::i ch 'the oini st,::. 
hicself cleared ready for building. The first t.-u.stees were 
Sccuol M. Stephenson, Lti.los Shepard, 'lhocas Hurray. Edward L., 
poroontor, o.nd Williar:., ?o Ne·.1bcrry. 

T 

ii . 

~-
Occasional Catholic services by priests from Green :Bay \1ere ~tµ~---~t:7 

· jl fi1_ , , 
held alone; the Menocti.nee Ti ver as er:rly ns 1850. 'Iha first , :. 1i j • f · I 
Protestru1t sermon ever p1·enchcd in Menominee,, so far as lmo·.m, -r~ ·! ,,~f l1' • ,I I I~ I 
,ves by !t:Jv. Jerominh Port.er of Groen. Bey in 1854. (See P• 193) -~- --·- '_~ ,.,.~t!JJ-"' 
T'i:w occnsion vro.s tile marriage of Jone Iqon to Thocas Streeter. - ·--- ..__"'" -;;;-_~.5-L --~ -:;:::::;--~--= ,,~ =--·,...,:.;:::_ .,.;;-,-~-;:._..... - --- ... . 

St. John ' s ci:r.JI"cn nas tho first 
Catholic churCll in t·1c cO\lllt.1• It wo.s 
co,.Jplot:id in 187'.3, ~1c bui ldJng coorl ttec 
co~sistod o~ :3o.l·tl~y :Bree~, Ed~arc Hattvn, 
Robert Pcn<;illy, Jose-;;,l! Garon. ol'ld !l!lomas 
3roon. AU but tho lo.st nnrod nere the 
first trustoosa Rev. M.A. lbx n~s the 
first priest to 01ficiato in this church 
at }!eno::iincc. 

In 1657 Rev. I.Ir . Donaldson located in Moneblune ond preach-
ed there two y-eurs. but it was not ·until 1863 that religio•llS 
services r5o.1.1'y b:,g:ll' in L!onor.d.noec J!l that yoo.r Rev. John 
Fairchild cunnl, mcid.ng hls homo in !Jon~,. 1"1h1ch 11as then 
the chiof settldtl.~nt on the rivor. Services were held tbnt 
SWIDe.r i n th<l ball of tb.e ~b:r House r-hich stood in the block 
where Hotel llcnoci n<.;e and thv Lu):lbci= 1 s 3t.1llk: building ore 
located. .After n few months thcso ceetings were give::i up, but 
were rcno\':od cguin 1:::. th-3 winter. This tir!le the ncctings were 
held in tho boarding house of tho Ludington, Wells & V;:in Scllaick 
cocpzicy. 

In 1668 Rev. John Fairchild and nine othero orgllll.ized the 
fi::-ct Prerbyterion church of L!onocinee. On Jul;r 18, 1869 the 
first Prcs1,ytcrian cinlrch was dodicatod~ It wo.s t!l.:. firot 

~le :iethodist ~iscopo.l C:1urch at ~b:i.cct~oo uas o:-gDllized 
in 1872 by !tov. J.M.~ Gm·don, o.t tnat tiw.:J -,,residine; alder 
of the Lr>.!cc SUperi.or district, Rev. Riclw.rd COP!) uos the 
first i?astor. Lc.r6ely bocllll.8e of his o:1cr.:;y end. cnthusia.:;m 
a cburch buildiDg was erected and dedicated in 1873. 

In 1873 the Gercan Lu.thcron church o.t Menocinee wns 
organized. The cburch ,ms coa_ploted in 1874. !Iha f'irst 
officers ~ero George Harter, Hanry .Aa:ieroan, ond Nichol as 
Gowehr. Rev. c. Toeppol w.s tha pastor. 
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-·· THE - FIRST P:lESBYTERIAl' Cl!URC"rl , ~IEi:O!!mEE 
Dedicated July 18, 1869 

In 1913, Rev. i.. ."". Bill , one of its first pastors, 
drCll'r fro::: oemory a picture of this church , ,Us dra.w-
in& is reproduced above. This church buildins was tho 
first one in !.!enominoe village or county, 



ORG_,\NIZATIONS IN MENOMINEE COUNTY, 1940-41 

As Monomineo county co11C1UDitios took on settled cba.ra.cter, organizations mlll.tiplied. While 
the following list 1s incomplete 1 t indicates tho tendency- of people to group thomsolvos to fur .. 
ther their coC111on purposos - religious, patriotic, pBrsonal, busiMss and professional, civic, 
fraternal, cultural and recreational. 

Churches - Catholic 
Holy Trini t,J, Birch Creek Holy- Rosary, :Banat 
st. Mary's, Hermansville st. Jobn 1s , Menomnee 
st. Michnel's, Perron'WillG St. Aml 1s, MenOClinee 
st, Francis XD.1,"ior, Spalding Epiphany, Menomnos 
St. Frederick1 s, Daggett St, Adalbert 1s , Menominee 
st. Bruno 1s , Nnd.eau CD.tholic Church, Fn.1 thorn 
st. Mary ' s, Sobieski CD.tholic Church, Cedar River 
Church of the Precious :Blood, Catholic Church, Harris 

Stephenson Cat:f-.t;., '-1,....... -'•"' 
Churches - Other Denominations 

Grace Lutheran, :?owers Finnish .Apostolic Lutheran, 
Central Luthe1·e.n, Menominee Bagley 
:Bethel Lutheran, Menominee Trlni ty Lutheran, Hermansvillo 
Danish Lutr.eran, Menominee Getha9mnne Lutheran, Wallace 
Christ Evane;.J:i.:::al Lutlleran, st. ~k•s JJu.theran, Carbonda1e 

Menominee Methodist, Stephenson 
IDimanuel Lutheran, Menominee Methodist, Ingalls 
Holy Cross Lutheran, Doggett Methodist, Harmansville 
Bethesda Lutheran, Daggett Methodist, Hannnhville 
Seventh D~ .Adventiot, Jam Dem l:!ethodist, Fcl. thorn 
Seventh Dey .Adv,mtist, Ueno. Methodist, !.!onominoe 
Jenovah1 s ,ii tnessos, Meno . Methodist, Carney-
Lost Lake CoI!IIIIUili ty First Presbyterian, Menominee 
Grace Episcopn1, Menominee Trinity Evangelical, Menominee 
Episcopal, Wilson Baptist, Daggett 
Moravian, Daggett llroi-.dway Baptist, Menominee 
Bethol !fission, Wallace Evangelical Mission Covonont, 
:Bethlehem Covonnnt, Palestine Menominee 

Gospel Tnbcrnncle, Stephenson Swedish Mission Covenont, Nadeau 

Churchos have maey allied and subsidiary organizations, 
S1lCh as Da-u,ghtors of Isabelln, Irnights of Columbus, Co.tholio 
Youth groups, Sundq Schools, Christian zndeavor, Luther League 
and Epworth Loogue groups, Le.dies I Aid and Missionary societies, 

Altar societies, Sodalities, etc. 

Other Organizations 

.Americon Legion posts at Monorninoe, Steohenson. a:id lJ8r... 
lllDD.sville, and their Aux!.liaries; Veter ans of :Foreign Wars, 
Disabled Veterans, Spanisb-o.American War Veterans, and their 
.A.ux!.liories; tho Woman's Relief Corps ; Do.~hters of the 
.American Revolution; etc. 

T'll'i-Ceeo; Lions ' Club at Menocinee, the Central nnd North 
Menocli.neo cowity clubs; Business and Professionnl Women's clubs 
at l.!onomi.nee and Powers; Daggett Progress club; Menominee 
Chamber of Comnerce ; nlso, Rotary club; Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association; Stophonson }.!arketirg Association; Llo7d Good:foJ,.. 
lowal;ip club; etc. 

.\ccricon .Association of Univorai ty l'Tomon; P~ent-Tee.cher 
associations; Teachers clubs ond Ul.chigan Edu.cntion Association; 
Twin City Ministerial Association; Parent--']'.'eQ.cher Mother Singers; 

Masonic orders e.t Stephenson and Menocinee ; Knights of 
Pythio.s o.:id Women' s group, HoI'rilonsvillo; 1 . 0 . 0.F. and Bebekah 
Lodge at Menominee ; Eagles nnd Eagles Womim 1s Club, Uenocinee; 
lloyal NoighbQrs; Sokol Union; Roly Cross Lodge; 1fOlilElil1 s Benefit 
Association; Catholic Order of :Foresters: Lodge Perun; Order 
of Vasa; etc, 

Menominee 'ii'orian1 s club; Study clubs; Catholic Woman's 
Stl.2.ey club; Gardening club; Daggett Sewing cl ub; .A. Capella 
Chorus; Little Theatre group; etc. 

Riverside Country club; Little River CQuntry club; :Bit 
and Spur club; North Shore Golf club; M. & M. Polo Twins; Sid. 
clubs; Outdoor Sportsoen1s association; etc. 

Besides, baseball clubs, bowling leagues. :Boy Scouts. 
Girl Scouts, D • .A.R. :Boys club, 4-H clubs. Extension groups. 
bridge clubs, birthcl.ay clubs, school clubs. etc. 



'IHE 13IG FIRE O? 1871 
('lbe Peshtigo Flre) 

By Josephine Ingalls Sawyer 

'lhe sumcer of 18?1 was hot and dry. 'Ihere were f'requent 
forest fires in various ports of the northern states and for 
weeks before the bi g fire of October ?th n:id 8th the sooke 
bllilg so heavy tbnt the sun looked like a ball of fire !!lost 
of the tia.e . 

Just \'lhon and nhere the fires started, no one can sey, 
but t~ 110ods o.-id sw:il!lps botwoen Oco:ito ond Peshtigo had 
bur.led at int.:lrvals , controlled only by occasion.al rains. 
These fires ,1ere sui,posed to have caught from the camp fires 
of the laborers "ho ,1ere buil:U.ng tlul Chicago and Northwestern 
ailroad trl'ck through to Escanaba that year . The cul.:ilination 

~egan tile c vani~ of October ?th. In deacribing this, I will 
have to ..,"1ve it :trom a personal standpoint, as that is the \'133 
I remei:iber it. 

I think every one bad a feeliD& of unea:nnesn mid 
re.noni tion for \7eeks ; to my peonle, our first alarm caJlle in 

~!!is way. At toot tiioo rq father, E.S. Ing:\~ls, lud a uater 
mill on Little P.iver, about fivo miles from 1.:enomin.->e. (NOTE: 

'Olnce now occupied by Rudginsky :Br others on tru Riv ,r lio:.d. ) 
Octobar ? , b.iing Sund.Dy, most of the crew h:td coi::e c!o;m to\'ID. 
l eavi:1& tho boarding house keeper, his wife 3lld t,10 children, 
and bout ton men there. Tllo boold!:oeper, Mr. Merrill, nad ont tho ruiy at our home. About 6 :30 p . m. , my brother , Fred, 

t the team on n light wagon ond accompanied by my younger 
~;other , sister and myself, stDJ"ted to tclco bi.o. back. 

A! ter passing French~w, . we noti~d an occasional ~og 
burning beside the r ood. !ir. ,terrill .old us to go back, ho 
w;ould wolk the romainin,g milu ond a half. 'l'.nere was already 

i th -•r and th3 sky w:is li~htod UI> ovor towards 
a roar1.ng n e = - half shti Th.., SC1ell of smoke was stror..g baforo v:e m:ire 
!e bu~; the ro:iri:J& becOMe loud and the wind cam~ L1. fierce 
ho~ !t119ts, \'lhicn fonned foe Su1c,uldcrir..g logs i:ito 1lomcs. 

Ofcen o standing troe took firu. Our r.orsos n~eded no 'Urging 
on their way home. Afterward, Mr. Merrill told us his 
experi onco. 

All Buildipe;s Afire 

It took him sooe ti.Cle to uako his way ovor tho logging 
road to the mill , for the whirling wind hnd carried the fir e 
to one side and over Marinette , and strucl:: ~he mill and 
surrounding forest . All the buildings were on fire when he 
got there. Re hastily got the books from the office , and 
taking the cook I s baby, r an Tri th the rest to the river . He 
buried the books in the ea1·th on the r iver bank. The cattle 
and the horses bad been turned loose though one ox fell and 
wo.s burned on the river ban!c. Each person bed grabbed n pail 
or something to hol d water, and carried it 17i th him. J.h·. 
Merrill smd the heat .,,as so intense tha.t the instant they 
rose out of the water their clothes caught fire and who::i the:, 
invortec. wooden buckets of water over thoir hoods , tho bott.ome 
of t!l.3 buckets would catch fire . 

• • Late the noxt dey, my brothor- in-lnw got n toom 
as far as :r-renchtown. From the1·e he had to walk the rest of 
the wey ,o the mill , over fallen timber n.'1.d. hot ashes. Re 
fo~ t1~ all alive but blind from emoY..e and heat and badly 
blistered, ell!)ecially the eighteen months old baby, which 
could. only be held under water n fe\'I minut.:e at n time. He 
roped tr.em together, so he could guide them, and so carrying 
the children, and sometimes the Y1omen, they st\llllbled along, 
helping each other ns best they could, often fl'lli11g ovar 
burnt logs, or burning their feet in hot ashes till they 
renched Frenchtown. We kept them at our house for two weeks, 
:feeding them like children, until tboir eyes recovor od. 'lbe 
woman ond baby died two or three months later. 

Ma,rinette Escapes 

As I lw.ve seid, the whirling wind con·iod tho fire , now 
high, na,low. Marinette, directly in its })nth, escaped. Only 



the brush and low i;rowtl. aroU!ld the town cau.;ht fire, though 
it kept men busy to control it. l.lenekaune was caught in one 
of the whirls of fire. }.\y remembrance is that everytili.ng 
burned even fences~ walks, and the saTrdust covered streets. 
'lhe fierce hot wind carried burning shingles a mile and more 
out into the bay and set fire to sails of ships. W-nere the 
fire struck it was so sudden and fierce that everything caught 
at once. In one house a 1'0lll8Il was in confinement, l'li. th 1b.e 
upper part of the house burning, the doctor and neigi1bor woman 
attending her. As soon as the child was born, she uae lifted, 
mattress rnd all and put into a snwdust cart, not a minute too 
soon, and carried to safety. Menominee, like Mnrinette, was 
rlnined "1th fire , and Birch Creek was entire4' burned. The 
lose of life in this forming village was appnlling • 
'lhe survivors found safety in root collars, holes in tho 
ground or in Birch Creek. 

Two girl survivors c2JDe to !Aenomineo in 1878. I took my 
horse Nld buckboard Olld wa mint to visit no3r tiloir ol<i. llome 
farm and 81)ent the day wa.-ul.erir.g through the growth of poplar 
and fireweed that always follow a woods fire. Tae tree tru.lks 
;iere still lyiug all in one direction like moffll hay. These 
girls told me there ~ere ni~e in their famil7. When the fire 
et:--.1.Ck, the father and mother each took a small chlld and all 
ran to reach the creek if possible. 'lhese 11 ttle girls, ten 
and eleven years old, soon began to sti:tnble and fall . The 
father sucdcn4' threw them both into the water and mud under 
roots of an ov;:,rturnod tree, tolling them to crouch doffll and 
stay thero, until he c{lllle for them. 'llley alone survivod • 
in that fCJllily. 

Excitement in llonominee 

Our £1 rs t excitement at home come just after 1'0 had 
returned £rom Little River mill, about 9:30, probably. There 
was a fierce gust of wind and a crash, and Belle Ste1henson, 
(Mrti. Joseoh Fleshiem) who bad been spending the day in 
Marinette ,· came running in and told us that their buggy had 
been blown over into a brush heap, just 11crosc the road. (My 
hO!De was where the Spica ?Ublic Library now standc, ana. the 
br,,!lh heap was on a vacant lot lcnoffll in lata years as the 

Walter Hicks hems) B<llle t•,ld mi t'h::1t it n"s reported in 
Marinette that Peshtigo uas burning and that Marinette woul.d 
likely burn also, as trees were already burning on the edge 
of torm. Everything seamed to happen all at once after that. 
The sk;y south and west was a blaze of light. The fierce hot 
whirling wind rose and fell, bringing flames to new spots, 
sometimes rising and leavi:ng a spot of green timber untouched. 

Frenchtorm Refugees 

Soon :pe0ple began to drift down from Frenchtol"IIl. They 
said, the jack pines baclc of the village are burning. We had 
lived there when we first c!lllle to Menominee (1862) and knew 
many of them. They camped in our back yard near the bay. I do 
not kno11 ho1T many there were . I heard my mother sey she count8'. 
eight little babies in her bod at one time, nnd ciliid.ren were 
asloep all over the house. I know ,re gave bread nnd coffee to 
forty or more the next morning. Their hooos did not burn and 
they went back. There were constant alarms. 

Fighting the .Fires 

Gilmore's mill down on the point where the Hoskin,..MorainVille 
plant in now, had ca'IJGht from the Menekaune blaze and was burniDgo 
:a:ouses 1::ept catching fire. The women and girls punped water and 
men corried wet blallkets and covered roofs. 'lhis was a common 
mathoa.. Main street, sawdust covered of course, kept blazing 
up in spots, and we ran with buck• or nitchers, or 8D3 thing 
to stop the spread. I met the late Jose,,h Fleehiem in one of 
these sorties, though I did not know it ·till long after. He 
had just come off 11 steamer and was walld.Dg up the street, 
wondering just what he had got into, when a girl came running 
tom1rd him 171. th a bedroom water pi tche11 ani.. 110.tering con and 
said, "The shavings under the porch aro on fire. Crawl under 
ond put them out." He crnwled while I ron to tho bay for moro 
wnter. '.:'he house was George :a:orvnths, on one of the Victory 
Pork lotc. 

Fire in the Swamp 

Suddenly the smunp wlti.ch s tre tchod f1•or:: Ogden nvenua to the 



[ 
ri vn. ond was covered lli th willows and dry gr.:i.ss, (Kirby 
stree t was swomp then) was on firo. 'lhe only good road, crossing 
the swamp was Pengilly street, leading to the mills. 'Ihc older 
men and womon worked nlong tho edge, tho women carrying Tinter, 
the men throwing up fresh earth. The younger folks p'Ulllped and 
~ied water also. 'lhero was but one good well on the side 
of the street where tba Lloyd store is now, at the So.xton place, 
later known as the H.P. :Bird place. We pumped it dry twice 
before morn1.ng. It was hot, exhausting work. The young boys 
would lie down a few minutes at a timo to rest, then go on-
our dresses and shoes were scorched and burned. 

Boat in Readineoe 

One of' the big lake steamers had come in about mid.night 
and tied up at Jones dock. .Among other things it bro,;ight the 
furn1 ture for Mr. E.L. Parmenter I s beautiful new home on what 
1s now cQlled State atroet, ( The homo of F.J .. Trudell). About 
two a.m. I was stnnding on guard at our gate, the othors having 
gone where they were needed more, It was so light from the 
glare in the sky tbat I saw Charlie Fairchild comng up tho 
street with a load of f'urni ture and called out, •Why take it 
to the houaef The hills are all on fire b::ick of Kirby Creek 
(runs through Finntown)." He answered, "Well, they'll get the 
insurance if it i:J in the houoe but not if it is on the boat.A 
He told me the boat was being held at the dock for women and 
children if needed, some of them fled to it early in the night . . 

later Lowered in the l38Y 

My brother, Charles Ingalls, bad personal proof of the 
lowering 0£ the ~r in the bay. Re was getting out cedar 
posts on my father's Bay Creek fa.rm which ran from the Ma&nus 
Nelson farm clear through to the bay, joining John Q.uimby's 
land at Poplar Point • • • Charlie had a l1»ber ship anchored 
off the point and a crew of twelve or fifteen men. Sundtiy morning 
(October 7) 1110st of them had come up town. Seven people were left, 
including the farm k eeper's daughter, who hod rol!IO.ined to get 
ceo.ls for the men. When the fire struck tho forest and out-
buildings, th.a c a ttle and horses wer e turned loose, except one 

team 'lfhich Cbarlio hod kept, ho'Oing to ge t to t om1 or to shoro. 
Charlie begged tho gen to got into the nae;on, but four of them 
hnstily threw some planlcs over a bola in tho ground and crawled 
in. Somo one spoke of the girl. Charlie looked for her and 
found her in her bed, 11'1 th the cloth.as dratlil over her hoad. Ro 
grabbed her, quilt and o.11, and chuclced h er into -the hole ns ho 
started for the shore, for tho road was nlrl.l:>.ey cut off by flcme. 
One of tho men in the hole bogged him to write their ll8J:IO S on a 
piece of paper o.nd fasten it on a stump noar tho hole. Charlie 
headed for wator w1 th one con w1 th ~; thu teaD needed no urging• 

LoBS Of An1rnnl Life 

When a hot gust would come, the cattle ond horses, running 
ahead, would throw themselves down and bury tbeir noses in the 
sand for a minuto or two. The lose of animal life was terrible 
that night. Several deer, wolves, and bo~ were on the edge 
of the farm yard in the morning; live rabbi to ran into the ho1e 
Vii. th tho men and the girl. By s01118 freak of mnd., t.he house 
did not burn, though barns, fences, and surround,i:iig woods all 
did. Cluu-lie said the horse s ran into the water .mtil 1 t 
reached the wagon box. He and the man lay a.orin and went to 
sleep in the wagon and were awakened when tho rot-urning water 
covered them in tho morning. 

• • 
Peshtigo 

MDllY of the inaidonte relating to the burning of Peshtigo 
were told me by the late Mrs. Isaac Stephenson of Marinette. 
She was a yo'llllg girl living with her parents and brother at 
that time. She said, "'lhe whole tow seemed to be on fire 
all at once.n People ran madly to the rive1·; some sought 
refuge in cisterns or wells and were smothered there. Nine 
members of one family were found in their troll. Some lingered 
to sawe trea!tlll'ed belongings and died in homes. Like most o-f 
the people, she, with her brother, started for tbe river. 
She told him ( Tom Burns) to go back and holp his fathor and 
mother; she could go alone. She had not run more than two 
blocks before she fell exhausted, and would have ~ e d there, 



but R.M. Hurt, eDgineer in charge of construction for the 
C. & u.w. rail.rood compllJJY camo c.lo~ and pickod her up t1lld 
carried her to the river, 'lhe scone was terrible. Men were 
fighting off the crazed horses l!.Ild cattle to keep them from 
trampling men and children under water. '!heir clothoe caught 
firo as they worked. 

Mrs. Stephenson told me that eho personally know of seven 
confino.11eete which took place during the night. Men la.id their 
coata in tho Illl1li and ooze at the foot of the benk for tho 
unfoxtunnte women to lie on, and while women wore doing what 
they· oauld for the su:fferors, the men carried water and poured 
over them. Several of too womon diad, and only threo of the 
babies lived, so for as she knew. So tbe night passed in terror, 
po.in and grief. 1:-. the morning there we.a nothing but desola-
tion, no food or shelter for hours. 'lhey ate potatoos ,1.uch 
were bokel in tha ground. 

Among the incidents I knew about -oereonally was this one: 
A you.i:ig Fre.:ich m::in, Joe Martel, running to the river, saw a 
11 ttle baby l:,:i.ng in t..'1e road. He picked it up, carried it into 
t:.e water and took core of it as well as he could. In the corn-
ing tl:e wooo:. helped !lie, but all had their omi to cnre for. 
The child belonged to a niece of Governor Beobe of \7isconein. 
'lne father and nother died. Governor Beebe -provided for tho 
child, also for tl:e young i:ian. 

Ono incident was related to us by Judge Fred Bnrtels of 
Peshtigo. l'Yhe11 the fire stru.ck the town, be started for 
Marinette m. th his horse and buckboard. On tho seat with hio 
wne tho sister of F.J. Trudell. had recently cuirried and 
gone to Peshti~o to live. Her hw,band and another con sat on 
the bock of the buckboard. There was a wall of fire each side 
of them ODd tho horse ran of its own accord. Suddenly the 
two con foll off. 'lhe yoUDg wife triod to jucp off but Mr. 
2.:.rtele held her. He couldn't stop for that would have noant 
death to all. 

A.t the beginning of tb.a fire, o smnll l'lltlber train which 
rnn to Peshtigo }uirbor took ns many ~s it could carrJ down to 

the harbor. They were safe and soon in coJ:l!al.lllication with 
outside towns . Tho train men tried to get bock for nnother 
load but could not. 

Of course. people in near-by towns were not idle. Men 
:from Marinette and Menominee forced their wa..v through burning 
logs and hot ashes and brought the su£ferers to Marinette. 
l3arracl:s had been hastily bUilt to house them. Governor :Beel>e 
had sent Dr • .13.T. Phillipe 'llp to take charge. Women of the 
to\l/lls were volunteer nurses. We, in Menominee, helped. We 
:had the :Birch Creek re~ees and outlyi~ farmers to look after 
also. From far and near, food and clothing poured in; it 
continued coming for months. 

I o.9kod Mrs. Stephenson once, when I was in her room. where 
she got such an oddly !lhaped whita petticoat she woe putting 
on. Sile so.id, nweu, when I got to Green :aay. I didn't have 
a gorrn to put on, but I wo.s iDl!lodia tel,y gi von thirteen white 
petticoats. This 1e one of them; 

After fire des tro;yed Birch Creek, it 1->aped over about 
tc:! r:lil'3s of green forest ond burned the beautiful baech forest 
no~ w.10.t we call Greenwoods.. Sevoral deys cfter the firo 1 
went ·:nt~ some friends to try nnd. loco.to soco of thoir r ->l~tives 
lfho h voe. '.'h!>re • I had open t some ,1ooks \71 th th\Jlll before tho 
fire. Y.'e could not gat beyond Birch Creek. It wo.s strange 
to see t!lcse great forest treeo lyir.g row after row, as though 
Cllt with a scythe, their tops pointing towards the north. The 
tI'Wlks of some of these great trees still lie in the birch 
grove beyond Birch Creek. 

'lhe fire burned so deeply into the peat bogs near Cedar 
:River that it was still burning a ;year later. At times, during 
the first winter after, smoke came up through the snow. The 
fire got a good start early in the evening of the 7th of 
October (1871), but the height of i ta fury and destruction came 
in the morning of the 8th between one and five a . m. approximately. 

[ 



A BOY'S MEMORY OF THE BIG FIRE 
(The Peshtigo Fire) 

1ly- Kirk Shepard 

My father had the first drug store in Monominee and I 
recall thilt the store was qui to a hang-out for captains of 
the sailing vessels from Chicago and Milwaukoe that loaded 
lumber. 

. . . 
Dad hnd o. soda fountain in the store, one of those old 

fashioned. goose neck affairs and three different kinds of 
syrup, lemon, vanilla, ond strawberry. However, there was 
another kind that the old salts seemed quite fond of• I think 
it was called bourbon. 

Abner Kirby 

Abner Kirby of the Kirby Carpenter company lived in 
Milwaukee but used to spend a couple of months during the 
S'Ul'.ll!ler in Menominee. As I remember him he was always dressed 
imnaculately, and was a great favorite with all us kids. He 
used to sit in front of dad I s store and organize ,vres tling 
matches between us kids. 'l!he winner usually got ten cents and 
sometimes a quarter . if I.Ir. Kirby felt Uilllltllllly good. During 
vacation Mr. Xirby1 s family frequently c81118 to J.lenOlllinee. I 
remember the boy-a, Renry, Welcome (or Wally as he wns called) 
and Oak; also the two girls, Grace and Susie. 

Rarbor Improved 

During 18.,0-71 big improvements were made in the harbor 
and the two large Menominee col!J)an1es purchased the stenmer 
Pavori te and six barges and co11111enced to'lli.ng the lumber to 
Chicago. The barges were formerly sailing vess,ls m. th their 
top masts and jibbooms cut off. 

'lbe 9'llllller of •71 wo.s unusuo.lly- dry. I don I t think a drop 
of rain :fell during August and September , and on qui•t days 

when no m.nd \fRD blowing, n pall of SIDOk& hung over the bay, 
so dense at times that the vessels coming into l\Ild leaving 
Menominee bad difficulty in navigating. 

Before the Firo 

Sundey, October 8 , was w8.l"III end sultry, with no wind to 
speok: of, !lild the people wont to church :>.s usual. Fn ther was 
visiting at his old home in Hartford. Connecticut. A neighbor 
was running the store, and the clerk was spending Sunday at his 
home in Green Bay. 

About 9 p.m. the wind started to blow quite hard from the 
west. Mr. Farrier, or Jack Farrier as he ivas blo,gn . to every ... 
body in Menominee end l.!a.r1nette counties, had charge of the 
store during dad's absence and bad closed up rather early. Our 
family lived over the store. Between nine end ton o 'clock 
Joe LeRoy who ran the Menominee House cQIIle down to the store 
for a gallon of kerosene. He got Farri..ir out--he lived next 
door to uc-and I heard LeRoy s83 n rherc I s n big fire coming 
up in tho southeast." T'ne next thing I r=ember 'Was mother 
waking us up, and tellin& us to got dressed ns quickly- o.s we 
could. 

Slcy i s .A.flame 

At t.ho.t time boy-s of ten and thirteen were not over-
burdened 171 th clothes, just a shirt and trousers, and lll£1Ybo 
shoes and stockings on Sund.ny • • • \fn.cn I got dormstairs 
and looked out the window, the sky was a red glare from 
horizon to horizon, end the wind hold increased to o. go.le. 
Pieces of tree limbs and siding from houses all ablaze were 
flying overhead.. and dropping in the bay. Mother said that 
orders had come that all the women and children were to takB 
to the boats at once. We didn I t etop to pack up a.DJ"thing, but 
I grabbed a mnall tin box belonging to dad, containing papers 
and rusb.i.Dg into the store I took all the money i.n the till and 
put it in the box. I still have the bo1. 



'lhe F.:1:rby Carpenter docks, where the boats were, jutted 
out into the bay o short distance north of the mouth of the 
river at the :foot of PenGilly 11troet. On one side of the dock 
was the Ft: vori te, commanded by Cnp t. Hutchinson, and on tho 
other side the large towing Dunbar was tied up. I think 
the Dunbar wos towing barges for a couple of Wisconsin mills, 
though I •m not sure. Uother and bur brood of threo nont aboard 
the Dunbnr . The barge Golden Ii&J'vest was tied up at the other 
dock. The Kirby Carpenter company had two docks vii th a slip 
about 100 feet wide between. 

Wind Was Hot 

lly this time the wind was blowing hot, like tne breath 
from a furnace . The Dunbar had a long overhanging stern, anti 
when we r.ent aboard I noticed a dozen women sitting in a circle, 
all praying. Such sights were common that night. The boat creTI 
stood by, ready to cast off, but the fire never r ao.ched the docl::s. 
Some say tru,.t the wind shifted a trifle to the north and carried 
the fire to the south and east, Y:hore it clec.nod the point at 
the river mouth. Gilmore I s mill, boarding house alld other 
buildillf;s, o.lso J!enoknune across tlw river caught fire. 

As I wouldn't stay put in one place very long, I sne~d 
off the boc.t ,:i:id wont out on the dock. It was light as dey, 
ond from the end of the dock I could pl:iinly seo th;:; point at 
tl1e mouth of the river , also Meneknuue . Buil<iings nould 
suddenly burst into flomos m. th apparently no fire near them. 

Refused Peddler Safety 

I thon walked over to the Favorite where women and child-
ren were still coming aboard. At that time pacl:: peddlers wero 
quite conr.ion. 'lhey ' d go from door to door mth their big packs 
strapped on their backs and sell anything from a silk dress to 
a paper of pins. While standing near the Favorite 1 s gang plank 
I saw one of these peddlers come along. He had his pack on his 
back and was goiDt; aboard the boat . '1he cate and-one of the 
crew were etntioned there to see that no men cone aboard unless 
they were unable to fight fire. The cate stopped bim ond told 
him that he 1d. have to go and fight fire with the other men. 

He then wanted to leave his pa.ck on the boat, ruid 11ns refused.. 
Then he started trying to bribe the r.10.te , first offering $10, 
than $25 and finally $50. Then the mate 11 t into him with the 
finest assortz:ient of O'Ues words I over hoard in my young life, 
and 11 vins in a saffl!lill town I 1d henrd a few. The peddler 
went off 111. th his pack, but whether he fought fire I never kmwa 

From the dock I could soe· the side wheal eteamar Un.ion tied 
up at Philbrook1 s ship dock in Menekauno. 'l!he Union ron from 
Green Bey to Menor:d.noe and other bay ports. The Union was 
cormondod by Captain Ha11ley, wnose son became chief of pol.ice 
in Green Bay. Sooe have said that when the fire got close, the 
Union left the dock and started for the boy but on account of the 
heavy lond of wocen and children she cv.rried and the gale that 
was blowing, she turned back at the couth of the river and 
returned to the dock. 

P1 ts for Trep.guro.s 

During the night the wind went do,m., l.'nd at daylight the 
wonen were anxious to go to their various homes. I don 1 t tbink 
that aIJYOilO slept that nie;ht except the very s;:iall children. 
J:,otner took us home early, and we were s lll'prised to find eve~ 
thin,; just as we ho.d left it, except a l'll'ge oak tree in our 
back :,..rd ho.d blown dom1. 

Monday was a busy in the drug store; Our clerk 
couldn I t get back from Green Bay as no tr:iins were running, 
and the calls for lime water kept Jack Farrier bumping. 

We noticed some of our neighbors on ~in street die;ging 
lorge pi ts in the sand on the bay shore to bury their belongings, 
so my brother and I started to dig one. 'lbe only thing I 
remecber that went into it was oar old mu.zzle loading single 
barreled shot eun,. 

Pephtigo I s Fate 

Soraetime on Monday the nows came--I don I t ramomber how--
that Peshtigo woe entirely destroyed and a. lot of people 
burned to death. It seeced that everyone was in a kind of 



daze, not lalowing what to expect. 

Monday afternoon a man came around-I think it was n13ob" 
Stephenson--and told the women to take the children and go 
aboard the boa.ta again, as the danger wasn1 t over. So right 
after supper we went aboard the barge Golden Harvest lying at 
the Kirby Carpenter compo.ny south dock. We broU&ht along 
blankets nnd pillows and were herded down into the hold ae no 
lumber had been loaded, all the men were fighting fire. 

During the night a number of Peshtigo survivors CMIO 
1tboard. Some of them were quite badly burned. 

Chicago is :Burning 

s,,:neti:'!le during the night, the l!lElte from the Favorite 
Ctlllle domi into the bold whero we huddled. ngey,n he said 
in a very loud voice, "thero 1s a woman on the Favorito going 
to hav(l a ba°b"J and I •ve got to have belp,n Mother, ld.nd of 
':laldy nt that sort of thing, volunteered. Whether tho firo 
baby \TnS a boy or girl, I don• t know, but hove often wondorod 
w:iere or she is. 

Just ns it was getting dcylight we beord roin pnttering 
on tilo d..:ck 0·1orhene.. Than tha tenseness broke. Someone 
storted a l::zymn, and all joined in. It was :m October 
'nla:lksgi ving, At dllylight ne all went home. Menomineo had 
been saved, probably ·,y somo freak of the m.nd. '!hose who 
saw tb:lt fire will never forget that awful glare covering 
the whole sky. I was ten years old at tho time, and I 'll 
never forget 1 t . Monday noon the propeller Truosdcl of the 
Goodrich Line came into the dock and I heard the captain aey, 
•chiea&O is b'urning up and tho whole country is doomed.

11 

FI.Af4ING GALE 

By Alice Judy Behrend 

I sit and rock, 
ADd crab tree buds recall 
'lhe sprigs of pea.ch you brought 

the dq we were married in April, 1868. 
'lhe Big Vermilion raged, 

but you crossed the torrent twice 
to brin& rrtf/ last sweet memory of Spring 
on the prairie. 

North, e.lwlcys North, we went, 
Four hundred miles in a buckboard. 

And no\'/ this clearing looks much as it did 
the day we drove in. 

A fencoless patch of timothy and garden truck 
and groin. 

Sometimes I wonder wh;r we never pros-pored 
like our neighbors did. 

I guess ••• 
:au.t you never worked in lumber camps 

like most our Gorman sottlors did -
'!he wintertimes 170re long onough w1. thout leaving 

mo alone vi th chores end stonnn ano. babies. 
And thon, tho Fire •• • 
I guoss we novor got our sonoos bncl::. 
You don't hoar much about it nowadays -

tho Grcnt Peahtigo Fire. 

'lhis "4oy, new tractors rip the growing sod 
ond I remember, botter thon over, 
the Spring of 1871. 

No winter's snow, no showers. the ibi.rsting land 
coul.d cco.rco4' aprout our seeds, 

It's terrible not to have a garden. 



r 

J 



In July, rain fell to lcy the dust. 
You scythed rye .:ind l'fheat for bey. 
In .August, miserly rain clouds rolled across 

and left a small respi to from the ece.l.ding 
sun, and you we.nt to work in the woodenwe.re 
factory in Peshtigo Harbor. 

iho babies had to eat e0llll3how. 
.A. quick and blessed shower fell in September; 

I stood outdoors, the wetness of it falling 
in rrq face, prtqing for a deluge to soak 
the gasping earth. 

It rained enough to let us dig the potato marbles, 
then starving Indians, 1'i th ponies hitched 
to travois, stole them IJE1W8¥• 

'lhe Offllllll)S were dry as otra11, the cows v,ent dry. 
You plowed around ti:le whole clearing. 
'lhe sun was pale in the smoke of the sky. 
.A. railroad i;ong set slo.shiD& fires thD.t smoldered 

deep in peaty bogs. 

Tb.a first of October Llama sent twent~five dollars. 
Our clothes were rage: on Saturdey, tho seventh, 

you put the shafts into the buckboard. 
and I started to M.:irinctte 171 th little Carl 
cuddled on the seat beside me • 

.At Peshtigo the air was Uke a groat mosquito smudgo1 
our eyes began to amo=t and run. 

'!hen 1ho wind whipped up, and I thought I heard a faint, 
a sort of a rolling ro.~r in the south or west. 

Challis and calfskin lost their charm. 
I had a feel~ God wae on the warpath, so to speak: 

I t'UTlled Dundee aro,md and let out for home 
down tbe sawdust road. 

'lbere you were, packing food and clothes in canvas ea.eke; 
you l ooked so dear to me, but you were mad. 
You grabbed up Baby Arnold and yelled at me, 

"My God, Woman l 'lfll;7 didn't you s~ in town? 
I don't know what we•re going to do P 

11 It1s only smoke," I said. 
And I boliovod 1 t like tho onos who stayed a.t home 

until the hurricane of fire struck at them, 
driving them to broiling brooks 
and auffocating walls 
and little piles of black crisp and white ash 
by the gutted roadsides. 

I gathered up the babies o.nd steyed inside the thick 
cool walls of our log house. 

You put the tongue into the buckbonrd and fed the horoon. 
You aimed to flee, 
Aeywhere ••• 
But there I sat with my babies, 
.AB blind with fear ae on old maro that tokes her colt 

and dnshes b11clc to o. blazing barn • 

A sort of calm and darkness came at five o 'clock. 
We spent that Saturday night, October seventh• 
listening, watching a glow in tJ:te sky 
while the boys slept sereniy 011 the bed. 

'iihen morning came you ffont for uatar. 
The air was full of vapor; the uorld didn1t s~em real. 
You h1 tched the horses to the loadad buckboard 

end tied them to the corn.,r of the house~ 
:ay four o I clock tba t 5und.1:11 aftarnoon, a wind came 'Up: 

at eight, it struck the h:iuse ui th cyclone force. 
I ran to the window. 

I screamed to you_ nBert I Bert I 'Illa babies l LET'S GO I• 
The wind was full of flames. 
We took the boys and leaped to the b\lclcboard. The horses 

uere striking at the logs with their forefeet 
as you jerked the hitching rein. 

I sat between your knees 1'i th both tho boys. 
The horses tore out dr~ing the bounding wagon behind. 



The trunk fell out. Small bi ts of b l azing limbs 
began to land about us . My long boir str eamed toward 
t he hor ses and burst into bright stinking fl61Do• 
You put 1 t out wi th your bands. 

':!hen Dundee 1s tail caught fir e : you put i t out and the 
do.ah caught. 

You threw more blankets over us and wrenched 
end bent the blo.zing thing until it fell 
bes ide the l urcbin& wheel s . 

Crou.chillg, stand111g, on you wont, through the smother ing 
smoke, fighting whirling b r ands m. th your hands, 
your fnce bored out to tho scorch. 

Our minds otruggl od at the bottom of n whirl pool• 
p r aying, praying, preying, 

t})ltil the hor ses turned into a supp4' road runnin& 
north. 

We crooead a littl e creek. 
A mnn, huddled with hla fMlily in the mud of it• yelled -
And yollod, 
Our tcom new pll8t. 
Until you died, you r elll8I:lbered. 

'lbon t he river J 
Green fringes of tho Peshtigo J 
'lbe hor ses, voerilll;, passed n wagon ,11th tho hor se 

dead on the ground. 
Abend, n Wllllll ran 'ffi th a baby and two 11 ttle girls. 
Somehou, you lla.ulod our horses i n 

'Ulltil they scrambled on. 
Tho buckboard rocked c.own to the river ;. 

a sniig fell in front of us; 
we bounced over. 

We never even heard tho wOl:lan and bar chil dren 
fall ou.t. 

The bridge was n.fire . 
You pulled Dundee until ho fell 

w1 th Max r olling and strild.Ilg on top of him. 
'lhe scorching air • • • 

\fa StUik to O\lr necks in the col d yellow wo.tor 
with floatilll; , hissing l ogs. 

And tmne ani=ls and wi l d lrumnns. 

Max tor e off his harness and l eaped '!>o.ck i n t o the f ire 
r:h.oro t::c woman o.'ld her chil c.r on were. 

Babies suffocated, 
Children drowned, 
Mon went ClD.d of dippi ng blanket s , 
Women gave birth. 
Thon the fire raced on to Lake Michigan. 
Leaving 
Littl e piles of black crisp end white ash,. 
Rigid, prostrate, kDeoling, spr owling forms 

i n wolls, in furrows, in oblitero.tod f ~ s, 
and a. 61:lOl del'in& twisted mill to\7lla 

And the little pink patches in 'ltlY white boir, 

NOTE: ~s poem by 
Mrso :Behrend of II!l;o.llston, 
Uiclli.gllll, in Menotd.noe 
county. was first publishad 
in the i!enol:linoo Herald,.. 
Loader. January 6, 1941. 
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\ilm, ..EE C:iICAGO j_;Of.T:i\"i3ST.!li:I liAILROAD CA.M3 TO ;lii;;.iCm:~ com:TY 

By Louis Nadeau 

My own r ecollections of Menominee County €;0 back to J.871, 
but as Urs. Nadeau is a daughter of J. R. Brooks I go back to 
mention that in 1 864 he was selected to lay out the Green Bay 
and :Say de :roe r oad (on the route of the Old Birch Creek and 
:Say Shore reads) north from Ucnoml.nee-so we have been inter-
ested in ~e11ominee county ' s highways for quite a spell . 

Peshtigo Fire 

In. 1871 we lived 1.n Green 3ay and my father, Barney 
Badeau. tiler. but recently di. scharged from service in the Civil 
War, was emTloyed as a foreman by o. contractor named i7allace 
who was bui°lcling the Chicago & lforthwestern Railroad from 
Green :Say tc l:arinetto. On October 8 the Peshtigo fire occurred. 
It had been a very dry year and along the latter part of the 
summer tae;r had had qu.i te a lot of trouble Vii th fires set in 
clearing ;;1~ right-of-way. I remC111ber the one place south of 
Oconto where a large part of the grade, wlu.ch Tlas mostly peat, 
burned u::>• 

.A.t the time of the Peshtigo fire father's cum:, wao about 
one mile no1 th of Peshtigo . uy brother, David, was in ~he 
ere•, employee. as a waterboy. Their camp was on a sandy knoll 
just north cf which there was quite a deep swamp , vm.ch was 
ditci>.ed in a.aking the grade . Tho night of the fire they saw 
the light ar.d heard the roar some time before tho fire neared 
them. Some of the men wanted to run, but father convinced 
them it was smarter to stay where they were. 

Spared by ])re 

'Ihey bo-ied their bedding and most of the s'Upl)lies in 
deep di tcheia: anc. in tended lying down themselves Vii th their 
faces in w:-u t little wa tor there was with the rest of their 
bodies covered l'ri th sand to prevent their cloth% from burning. 

Through one of the pranks that the fire ·,layed it sdi t at the 
south en:! of the'ridge and went both si~es of them, - leaving 
UI!harmed only a YeI"J• small area on w.:uch their camp was located. 

!!he next morning the entire cre11, m.;r father and brother 
Dave among them, walked down to Peshtigo arui saw many tenible 
sight s which the1:e is no point in repeating here. While they 
were in Peshtigo· a call for help came from Marinette· by messenger 
and for tile next several days the entire crew fought to save 
that city on a circle that was established to the south uf the 
town. 

First Railrorui 

In the spring of 1872 l.!r. vallace took a contract to bu.ild 
the main line of the Chicago /!; !'.'orth-:rest.ern from !!cnominee to 
Escanaba aru! father wont with him, this time as a sul>-contractor. 
~he first job was Sections 6 and 7 near :Birch Creek. The camp 
was bu.il t where the old State road crossed the railroad below 
Birch Creek between the Julius Theuerkauf farm bu.ildill#;s and 
ti1c track. Our family camp up from Graen :38y i,nd Tie all lived 
in tb.e co11struct1on camps ULtil th9 jo-., wes finished in December. 

At tm.s time M,:mominee county, north of Birch Creek, was 
practicnlly virgin forest, except for :_Jina cutting alone; the 
Menominee liver and with a few minor exceptions wilich I will 
note briefly. A farm at Ingalls bad been- started in· 1858 by 
Thoma11 Caldwell. That f:irm later passed to Louis Dobeas, who 
built th:) first otore in Ingells in 1879. Ther" was a small 
settlement near Ford River and a farm, so called, south of the 
railroad near Bark River may have been in this (Menominee} 
county. 



Graded :Sy Hand 

The clearir.g of the right-of-way was mostly done on a 
piecework basis in one hundred foot units and much of the 
grading "8S done b;ir hand. In the swamps the grade was 
shovelled up by hand fran the ditches-some used wheelbarro,rs 
and planks. It was only in the large cuts that work was done 
w1 th teams 1'i th scrat>ers and wagons . 

Father ' s next job was Section 13 (near ~a1lace) end then 
he went to Sections 39 and 40 just south of Powers and built 
his camp at about the location of the old Sterling house east 
of the track ::it Kloman just above the schoolhouss ni:.ich ~,as 
r emoved in t.1,:: building of the county road . This job \/asn ' t 
finiohed until Lecember and fires 11ere lce~t in the cuts nights 
to lee~ the gro'Wlc. frcm freezing, In the SW0.1l!JS u,ti.ch ill now 
the lower end of tile Powers railroad yard there was 'heavy 
tamo.rack timber which was felled lengthwise the right-of-11ay 
instead of beiDG removed ~d then tho ties were laid ncrons 
the trees nitho'4t dirt filling nnd the first troins 11ent over 
the trcck in thnt condition. 

Building Crews Meet 

There 11ad been crev.s working out of Escanaba and they 
met on the brid{;o bot.ween Powers and Snalding in the week 
be tween Christ.mi, s 1872 and the 1873 lie.r Year 's Day . The 
construe tion of this t>art of th~ railroad was paid for with 
a land grant uncor a contract that provided that a train must 
run from Menomi1.ee to ~scana.ba by January 1, 1873. 

They made i t rri th tno or three deys to spare, but ~nere 
ffSS no ballast. en tho ties in tho 11w~s Oilil they 'l)l"actictlll;y 
went over the teps of the hills. It took all of 1873 with 
gravel trains to mcko tha rnil~ond usable. After the grade 
ffas finished nCl o :ia the swnmp sou th of Powers it dro~,ped 
through the bog and had to be moved to one side on more ties 
with trees holding them 1:1p ~nd for ~evercl months a train 
?oured stones nnd dirt into the hole before they could put the 
track back on tbe origiruu right-of-way. 

First Houses 

The i..rrst houses along the railroad 11ere the section 
houses built by the compney. At Powers taey also :out ui> a 
small building in which George Baggerson was the first aperator 
and a&ent. The first Gtore at Powers was built in 1874 by 
A. A. Archibald, who later sold it to George i.estman, and he to 
Charles :Bradner. 

In tha syring of 1873 father took the job of boarding 
the crews of the gravel trains. At Bagley faey built a large 
frame CaJilO out of twelve inch white uine iloro·ds stood on ends 
with battens over the joints-regular barn construction. For 
several months there were about 100 men in tnis cacip and then 
another como nas built near Wilson and another at Section 47 
at Indian-to:.m. I was put in charge of t..1.is last camp although 
only fifteen years old, m. th l.!arcel Dullas auCl a cook Dalll§A 
Quimby, who hod a peg-leg. 

Each Clllllp haa. a "van" :ind this <C.7 CllJll!) 

uas my first merchandising experience. 
(i:TOT?;: :.r. 1:adeau until his retirement wa 
a store ~,erator at Nadeau..) I had charge -
of the " "n besides naVing to keep the 
records ani ilolp wash tho dishes, The men 
called me the 11 Tobecco :Soss'1 • (NOTE: A 

11 van" was a C8fll.!.) store, s~lying men wi th 
tobacco. clothing, etc. ) The first time the nay car C8111d 
along the construction engineer had quite a time convincing 
tho pa;ym:;l.ster that it vrao safe to turn over $2, 000-which was 
a lot of mouey in those days-to a 15-year-old kid. 'lhe 
construction engineer in charge of this work wns Frank H. 
Van Cleve, then little more than a boy himself. 

Father took the money he earned in this rllilroad work 
ond went into the hotel business at Marinette, but uith ais 
lack of exoerience and the 1873 panic it w?.s soon necessary 
for the fwnil;y to resume its interest in the development of 
l.lenominee county, for in 1874 the family moved onto a soldier I s 
homestead where the town of Nadeau is now lo.:atcd. 'lhe trains 
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those da:rs were drawn by " wood- "ilurners11 and for the next few 
;rears t.he family income ca1De largely from fuel wooci for the 
engines. 

w,od For I ron Horse 

The :t'l:.rnishing of this fuel wood really started the first 
settler.icnt~ in the centr al ryart of the county . Just south of 
Kadeau.. 17ei:dle Worley est.ablished a wood camp ivhich becemc 
a farm now owned by Joe King. Ci1arles Russell, Hho tho fi r st 
fall s:iot cr.e of his o,-m oxen -ri th a headli6ht between the 
l ogs of !lif ,ertly built barn, took up a 160 acre homestead 
to the north of us and started a farm now s,li t into ty10 
80 ac:-e fa1ms omied by Henry Mer cier a,."'ld :>ick Menard. 

The ~nic of 1873 which 1mt our family back into Menominee 
count:;, slo,;-ed things U".) a lot, but a fe1· small businesses 
started alcng the line of &he new railroad. In 1873 Hollen 
Smith built a mill in Wallace . In 1874 s. A, »enjamin buil t 
a small mill at Ingalls . In lij7? .Andrew Lundouict and !lose 
Land.re built a mill at Ingalls that burned in 1882, In 188C 
1ror wood 3o,ers built; a mill at Ingalls that burned in 1883. 
Ira Carley a;:ic. :s. L, Parmenter built another mill at Ingalls 
iJ:l 1883 01~ v:1ich i:r . Carley became the sole omier in 1892.. 

First Haqeau Hill 

'ln-:i :fint mill at Nadeau •.1as built in 1875 by Schomer 
~nd Gallt' ~er of Oshkosh. This mill ran about two years and 
I Vtor ked fc,r them setting and riding carriage. They ucod a 
cir cular & w and the ,;c:r-,,r ?:"as a t110 horse t r ead po11er, such 
as uere lat.er used by small threshing machines. In the 
winter o:' 1880, the year I was 21, my brother Dave and I 
formed cha firm of Nadeau Brot!lers and l~ed for the H. 
Whitbeck cc m-,any of Marine tt.e . The next year we cut cedar 
poles, ;?Osts , tic cuts, etc . , and drove them domi the Little 
Cedar Rive1 to Ste·,;...enson for M. C, Burch, Ylno buil t a mill 
taer e . This mi 11 was sold to H, p . Bi.rd who moved it to 
Wausaukee . 

I n 1860 Loms ?ircior and 7neo().o;-t} ?.u'l'Ul:: omlt a srn.il.1. 
mill at Nadeau about whore the A'¾,""llst Jean mill ic nt-~· uic~t..,d, 
Nadeau !!rothers had a small store and furniahod sao-,lies for 
this mill and a camp and in about a yea:· had a camp· and a mill 
in settlement for the account. A.ft~r ~cnnitting thin null to 
stand idl e for a couple of years we moved it over to the cast 
side of tao tr ack and it beca.mc the fii•st of six mills in about 
the same location that we built and which were de:itroyod by 
fire. 

Carney Stave . '.i 11 

The first mill at Carney was a stave mill built by the 
lionasha l7ooden- Ware Con:pany and opero.ted by them for many 
years . It stood juct above the ,,re:ient railroad section 
house south of tne village . It ·~as bUilt about 1890 and ran 
until about 1910. J.!atheys & Lcaho.y later operated a small 
mill in about the same location, 

About 1880 Geol'gc i7est.lr.an and Wilson 3rothers of Marinct.~ 
built a mill at Daggett . They o~oro.tcd a few years and 
es tabli shod a store in which they Clll':>loyeo John Dunham as 
ma.nngcr one;. they later sole. the store to hiro. :ics ta.an moved 
hls mill west Pnci e!ltablioh!ld th':' town of tiPstman, Idaho. 
s . J. !!athtly end Frank •icGillan cf Green Bay built a mill a t 
!iadeau about 189G and operated it for about 10 yAars. 

?ire is Signal 

When we moved onto tne homQstead at Nadeau in 1874 the 
house was a quarter-mi l e from the railroad down a woods trail . 
l7hcn we wanted to talce the train we went down to the tracks 
and built a fire which stoi,,ed the train, t1rovid1::d heat when 
it was cold and helped kefn off th,1 mosquitoQs in sWtlller . 
Toere was OM train a day and it hauler. 9vcrything and was 
f ast~r than walking. In a couple of years a market developed 
for bark, poleo, otc., and a short spur t r ack: was built for us. 

J 



The first sC:'loolhouse in :"adeau tovmshi0-still Distr~ct 
Jo . 1-~as about a mile north from the s,ur and thorc was no 
road but t.,e railroad. (NOTE: District lfo. 1 11as in later 
years kno'l'IIl as :l'o lmcr school . It continued to o:,era te as a 
ser.,arate district until 1936 •,9hen Nadeau Townshi"'> unit was 
formed. Th!! last teacher there was Mi 9S Fern 3arkor in the 
year 1935-36. ) Cn Saturday a car of lumber was set out on the 
spur for O'UI' school. Sunday l'IC got together ever-,1 ,erson in 
the >JrO"lo sed ci.i strict, -:,ushod th"J car out on the a.sin line , 
r an it u.,.., t:1e tro.ck a mile and unloaded it and t:1cn ">Ushcd it 
back ane.· out on the siding 1ri.thout gciting caught at it. \ie 
were uretty bcdly riorried because it took longer \.ban an tic-
ipa tad. 

!haldin.g F.oldiru;o Sold 

.About 1674 tho Spalding Lumber Colll_!)any built n mill on 
foe bn.nk of the Big Cedar Ri•1or at Spaldin,::-they already had 
:me at th'!l xr.out:h of th~ river . 'l'his mill Y:OS oucratce. by tncm 
as long a~ there 11as pine to cut, but Mr. S::>oldin;~ soi·: no 
future in tile other timber and ~old tho Spnlding mill to F.oss 
:Brothers , ,i..o o:.;,erated it for i: number of yenrs tmd bou.,:;ht all 
of ta~ s,~1di~ Compon,y holdi~s north of th0 rnilroaa. About 
the sam:J tim~ th,;: S"olding holdi~s sout':l of th• ruilro.'.ld ::ind 
tJ-,c mill nt the mout:1 of th" river 11ere soU to S~l Cr;;,,1ford, 
who had c,:oerienco in the manufacture of hanlock in ?1mnsylvania 
~r.d wrs very successful nt Cedar River. 

Th.:l mill conn:mies in l!cnominee one Hr,rinctto 11ere logging 
all along the :Jenominee River Qlld hauled t:-ieir s~lies by 
team Up ~ne all Sta~e Road. They early established th~ lielay 
Farm ruitl. the ?embina F:irm. A9 soon as the rni lrond w:-s completed 
they built a road ~cross through thiJ vresent locction of 
Nathan from Crorn-ey to the Pembina Farm which was just below 
the Pembina Fnlls. :his ffll.S in about 1874 "nd at that time 
they built a warehouse at Carney and nut Andrew Porterfield in 
charge . Ho built the first house in Carney 3lld sto.rted o farm 
on which he lived for maD,Y 7ears. He was a vnluablo citizen 
in tile com-rruni ty :-nd maey years later served L!enominee County 
well as a construction foreauin when the old County Rond No. 1 

was being built. 'r:'lo s1J.!l!>l:r roed f r om Cor n,y to the P embinn 
Fnrm v1a.s laid out c.nci built by James i-iolmes. 

'l"ne most importQllt industry to the eurl y devel opment of 
farms in the county ,ins th;:i charco:?.l kili1s. The furn.ace nt 
Menominee was built in 1872 nnd they soc,n built kilns a t 
several points al ong the line. A l ittle l;;,ter the Fox River 
Iron Coroz,any of DePer e built kilns at Co..-ney, Nc.deau, Wilson. 
Harris, :'.!Ild Inoman. Ona set was opernt.cd by a mon named 
Phillius several miles east from Ste•:>'henson end he had to hnuJ. 
his cocl to the t r ack. . 

'4'he::e kilns used uo all th•J hnrdwood c:'own almost t o twigi; 
o.nd ns t::.e i:i_-,rdt>ood s tu.;,s soon rot tee. t:10 settler !l...'\d g one 
a lor..g ,,oy ~own.rd clearing a farm wh~n be iini she<i cutting 
this kiln v,ood. \,e hauled stone all on~ summer for the kilns 
at Nr.deau and then operated them for many years after tiiey 
were built. 

".That is nor. the large IXL plant at. ::Icrmansville was 
started by C. J .L. Meyers in 1878, but it was 1887 befor e the 
manufacture of flooring comncnccd; 

Road Corrni ssi oner 

T'n'3 ,ost-office at Iiadeau was established in 1880 and 
Barney ::.adeau, Sr., my father , was the first uostmaster. Re 
ser ved n~ years until he lost his sight. Stel)henson Townshjp 
originally extended up to S1alding Townshl:o and_ my f ather we.s 
the first hi~hway coar.ussioner. T"t1rough his effort s Nadeau 
Townsbi'!), n!.nc miles square, was cut off the north end cf 
Ste·1hcnson Toffllship, and. he was the .:·1rst su;,ervisor. 

The dcvelopmen t of ~enominee county I s road :;ys te ra ffi t h 
which I was so acti vcly connected for over 30 years is in i tsclf' 
a very imoortant chapter in tile development of the county. 
Frank L. :Betts cover ed this so fully in his first aruroal r euort 
to tho board of sUpervisors that I need do no mor G than r of~r t o it. 

] 
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lly Judge E. t. Ingalls in his 1876 Centennial History of the Tl'fin Ci ties 

A.t the tune of the first settle.men1. of !.lenominee county 
all of the country from the Menominee :River to Lake Huroo, 
belmiged to b:ackinac countyf it was a wilderness with neither 
civil officers, nor white ~e()l)le to fill offices. Su.bsequently 
a county was established, reaching from Lake Michigan to the 
1'enom1nee River and called Delta County. 'l!'nere were but few 
white men in it when it was organized, and it was attached 
to Uacldnac county for judicial purposes. 

lll eeker County Beginni.Dgs 

In 1861 Anson Bangs, who then r esided at V.arinette, and 
owned considerable land on both sides of the river, and had., 
a short time before, built a small mill on 11 ttle !liver, a 
branch of' J.:enor:dnee , TIS.a at Lansing during the session of the 
legislature. Be , having ,,rivate objects in view, wi ta.out 
consul ti::ig the ~eople at i!enominee, obtained fae ?as sage of an 
act to create a new county by the name of 3leelcel'-on old 
ilbany nar.ie--he afterwards marrying into a family there of 
tnat name. 

Refuse to Organize 

Tilere were many :provisions of the act l'lhich were 
oc~oxiou.s to the settlers in th~ county , nnd they refused to 
organ! ze under it. At tha time ao't)Oir.ted for the meeting to 
elect officers and perfect the organization, BaJJgs was not in 
th1e section of the country. The meeting was to be held at 
~y•s tavern (NOTE: Where the Lumbermen1 s Bank building 
now stands), and on the day set, there was qui ta an attend.once 
of settlers, but they retu.sed to organize a meeting and 
instead of doing so, got up placards and cht.rconl sketch.es of 
:Bangs, which were not colll!)limentery to b.i.c. :By the provisions 
of the a.ct, if the people failed to organize, the new county 
was to be attached to Uarqu.ette county for judicial purposes. 

. . . . 

Judge Ingalls nt Lansing 

The next session of the legislature commenced in Janu.."117, 
1863. !!he people here concluded to send me (Judge Ingalls) to 
Lansing to procure the passa&e of an net to organize a county. 
They raised money for II\}' expenses by contribution, and on 
Nerr Year ' s Day, 1863, l started. 

. . . 
Menominee County 

The member from our district was James s. Pendall, from 
li!arquette. I prepared such a bill as I tho~t we needed and 
Mr. Pend.all ~esented it, and had it referred.. Soon afterwards 
it was reported favorably , passed end became a law, and 
t;enominee county took its place in the list of counties of the 
state. 

Its boundaries, excepting a slight alteration, were the 
same as tho.se of tbe Bangs act, embracing t".re fractionelTownships 
35 and 36, P.ange 24, West: All of Range 25, from the bay shore 
to town 41 inclusive; all of Range 26 and 27, to Town 41, 
inclusive; all of the towne and fractional tov,ns in Ranges 28, 
29, 30, 31 to Town 41 inclusive. 

Two '.i'orrnships 

The name l.lenominee for the county bad been decided U'QOn 
by the people before I left home. A.t that time there Tlere no 
settlers in the co~ty except ti:lose living a.t l..enominee and up 
the riv1r, and those living at the mouth of the Big Cedar Biver , 
therefore th1> county TlaS divided into t110 tomiships. viz. ; 
The township of Cedarville , ,1hich embraced all of the towns in 
the new county in Ranges 24, 25, and 26 West, and the township•• 
of Menominee, whl ch embraced all of Rali.ge 27 • and the towns and 
:fractional towns in Ranges 28, 29, 30, aim 31 ,:est. 



First County Seat 

3y th~ nrovisions of the a.ct, the county seat 
was to be located in Town 31, North, RaDge 27, \fest. 

Joi:ln ~mby, Sr., lUcholas Gewehr, and E. s. Ingalls were 
annointed to locate the same. The commissioners in the soring 
o[ 1863, located it • • • in Menominee opposite the 
~by Hotel. A clerk1 s office and jail v1ere afterwards erected. 

In 1874, the people having decided to build a courthouse, 
the board of supervisors bought two acres of land on Ogden 
.lvenue, ana removed the county seat to that place. (llOTE~ 
It still remains in this location in 1940. ) 

By the midcle of May, 1863, the officers had all 
qualified nnd the county was fully organized. 

Ingallston Toffllship 

At the s.iscion of the legislature in the year 1867 an 
act was nasscd nroviding for th-:i organization of a new town-
ship to be !01ov:n cs Ingallston. It included in its boundaries 
all th<? townships in llange 26, trom Tol'III 33 to 41 inclusive. 
'!here being but few settlers in the township it did not ad.opt 
a townsnip organization until 1873. 

Judicial Circuit 

At the time of Menominee county organization ( 1863) there 
were no judicial circuits in the -upper peninsula. ',ie had a 
court styled "Tho District Court of the 'IJ!)pcr Peninsula," 
with the sane po1Vers as circuit. court. The Honorable Daniel 
Goodwin was j~o, and bad hold the position since the district 
was first judicially organized • • In 1863 the legislature 
passed an act creating the 11th judicial circuit in place of 
th" district court • 

There wore but few peeple hero when the county was 
organized, IDaJlY of those being transient men were not voten. 
At the first election held in Menominee the n'2111ber o:f votes 
cast was 45 and in the tovrn of Cedarville 10. (NOTE• State 
authorities in 1864 listed the entire population~enominee 
County, men, women, and children, as 496. ) 

• Having organized a county seat, it was necessary 
to have a '{)Ost-office , and the department established one at 
Menolll1nee in the year 1863, and Norman R. Soule was appointed 
postmaster (NOTE: Judge Ingalls performed the actual duties. ) 
and held the office until tho next year, ~hen Samuel w. Abbott 
was appointed • • At first he bad to go to Menekaune 
for the mail- bag in the summer season, anr sometimes in the 
winter. In the summer the mail came three times a week: from 
Green Bay by boat, and in winter by stage. 

No Roads 

There 11cra no roads in the county exce,,t a very poor 
SU!)"'>ly road leading up the Menominee River, w'.1ich the mill 
coro:.>::ulies had cut out for a Winter road, a:id. which could hardl,y 
be traversed by a wagon during the summer. (NOTE: And there 
was no bridge across the Menominee Jliver Uutil 1867 when one 
was built between Dunlap Square, Marinette and .Bridge Street, 
Menominee.) 

Gran ts for Roads 

i'l'hile Anson Bangs was at Lansing durini;, the session of 
the legislature i>f 1861 he did one thing r1hich proved a great 
benefit to the county, which ought to be set off against his 
mismove in trying to organize the county of Bleeker. He caused 
an act to be ~assed , granting two sections of land to each 
mile for the purpose of constructing a state road from Menominee 
to l.!asonville, in Delta county, to be called the Green Bay and 
Bay de Noc road, and the same amount for a road from the mouth 
of the t.lenominee River to a point in Marquette county, to be 
called the Wisconsin & Lake Superior State road. 

It was generally thought t hat no oerson could afford to 
build any sort of a road for t"he grant. ..tt that time plenty of 
land was to be entered for one dollar an~ twenty-five cents 
per acre, and by buying road script, st:ite lands could be 

~iV l ____ ___,;,,________,;;;..;.;.;.....---_______ ______,,,._ 



obtained fo:r one dollar per acre • It was thought thct the 
country was so swampy between Menominee villa&e and Delta 
county. that a road could not be built without great expense. 

The only the people of Lake Superior could get to the 
outside world. as it was then called, in the winter, was by 
crossing the divide with dog trains, to the head of Little 
Bay de Noc end then follow the beach to Green Bay. 

Hon. Peter \7l:u te of Marquetta, once told me (Judge Ingalls) 
on one occasion when he was compelled to come down into 
Wisconsin i.D the winter, it took him three weeks to make the 
journey from that place to Green Bay city. 

Bay- de Noc Road 

•• In the sumner of 1863 c. T. Harvey had opened 
a road from llasonville (Delta county) to Uarquette. 

In the spring of 1864 application was made to the 
governor &.ncl Josiah R. Brooks was ap'>ointed commissioner to 
lay out and. cause the road to be construe ted, and he had tl.e 
r oad 61ll'Veyed, (R. L. Sall having charge of the survey), and 
took stC!)s to let a contract for its construction, 

3ut t ho greatest difficulty Ylas to find any one to under-
take it, and when the time a·;nointed to let the contract came, 
thPre was not a person to nut in a bid. Being determined 
that a road should be built , the writer put in a bid to 
cor.struct all of the road that lay in l!enolllinee county, for the 
grant, and executed the necessary papers. 

My contract only required that the road should be cut 
tbr0'1gh sixteen feet wide, that year, so that the road would 
be available for 1finter use, and provided for its completion 
afterwards. 

On the fifth~ of December my men had got through and 
T. T. Hawley coming through shortly afterward and finding that 

he could carry the mails through on it, in a few days had t;. 

line of stages running over it. and thus sec-.i.red the mail 
route for Lake !uperior, through Menominee • • 

The State Road 

In 1866 the mill companies on both sides of the river were 
desirous of having a better road up the Menominee River than 
the supply road on which they had been compelled to rely. l 
(Jucge Ingalls) ffas a?nointed conmissioner to locate and build 
the "Wisconsin and Lake Superior State road" w:'lich runs up 
the Menominee River. 

The board of supervisors appropriated t:1e necessary money 
to defray expenses of survey. The survey was imnediately 
commenced and carried through to completion. The contract was 
let to the Kirby-Carpenter Compa.ey, R. Ste·1henson Company (now 
Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick Company), anc. Spalding & Porter 
Compaey, ffho comncnced tho work 1fi thout delay. 

'::he next season I resigned as conmissioner and William 
Holmes was appointed in 11\Y place, who continued in charge of 
it until work was stopped. The road is no11 (1876) completed 
42 mi1.cs, and nearly up to the Zirby-Carpenter Com,any' s farm, 
and 13 a very good road. In constructing to that point nearly 
ten miles in distance is saved compared with the old route. 
(NOTE: 'lilc Old State Road is now called i.-577 in 1940.) 

Stats !llghl'IBy Tourist :Bureau at !.!9ll0minee ( 1940) 
Roads - roads - and more roads have beeJl built 

lmtil an in:formation bureau is necessary. 

, 
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Years before tho co'\lllty was 
9rgani.zed, surveyors laid out town,,-
s::i::;,s and subdivided them int. se.,. 
tions. 'a.at part of Menominee County 
::..cw 1oown as Cedarville Township 
co::.tains rll of 36-25 (that is, 
~r.i 36 North of Raxige 25 West) and 
the t.r.ree fractional towns, 36-24, 
3>25, anc. 35-24. 

C3D.ARV1LL3 'rolNSlilP 

What Early Surveyor» Saw 

As early as September, 1847 a few lines were run by 
surveyors in what 1s now Cedarville Township- b following 
July fo~ Jemes H. Mullett, n.s. and his men in the field, 
correct~Dg earlier lines and completing the 11ork. The survey 
was finished late in October, 1848 and certified a fen ueeks 
later. The surveyor ' s field notes of 1848 carry some of hi 
observations. s 

3!>-25 
The notes mention a mill and a dam already established in 

Sec. 11. The sUllll!l8I"Y for this totmship says:. "The surfac11 of 
~s tonnsh~p is level, mostly swamp, interspersed ~th ridges 
o. poor, third-rate sandy land. Timbered with aspen birch 
fir, maple , hemlock:, all of small growth. Swamps ge~erall/ 
wet. Timbered with tamarack:, cedar, spruce, fir, black ash, 
etc. Streams rapid 11i th stony bottom. The white pine along 
north boundary • r nt:ar it has been mostly cut off..d 

In the northwest part of this township the surveyor 
mentions "a streom 24 links ,Ii.de which I crossed five times 
in running ?50 link:s. 11 Perhaps i was chilly business in 
October to cross a fifteen foot stream five times in working 
forward 500 feet • 

36-25 
"'iilis township except sr,omp is mostly ridges of poor 

, third rate sandy soil timbered 17i th hemlock:, white anc yello"7 
pine , birch, fir , mapl e, etc. Some first-rate white pine ,along 
and near Cedar River . Along the west boundary of this to'1Dship 
the land is mu.ch better than along the east boundary. " 

36--24 
"~ surface of this townsh:1.p is nearly all swamp. Cedar, 

tamarack:, spruce, fir, aspen, bil'ch, etc. with considerable 
fallen timber . n 

I g,~,; '.>-•~~" 
. ',:-/ . 
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As the increasing p0pulation 
required, roads and bridges wore 
built, school districts wero laid 
out, and post-offices were e stablished 
Villages grow, then waned. Some of • 
the land along the shore of Green :Bay 
was set off in parki;; . No railroad 
enters the bounds ef Cedarvillo 
To17?1ship. 
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The :::'irst Land Patent 

Not long after the land had been surve;red, the firs! land 
l)atent was g~ented. On SEl;?t.embr-r 30, 1850 Sylvester Lina was 
granted a lar,1:e tract of land which included the si to of the 
villOF.e of Cr-dtr P.ivor as later founded. At that time ther e 
was n~ C"dnrvillo Township, no l!enomince County, and the state 
of 1ac.1ii;an itself wos only 13 years old. 

The First llill 

In the article in this book on the Lumberin~ Era there will 
be foune. a., nccount of t:-ie r.ill erected UIJS troarn o:::i the C,dar 
River an\ ti1c village of Cedar Forks which. gre:·1 up near the 
mouth o,. the Big Cedar. The village was known as Cedar Forks 
until abcil.t 1683 when tho name ,,as c:1a,,gcd to C~dar River . 

The 1",eav-J gro,1th of c~Mr in the vicinity afforded ample 
reason for n1;tccn.1.1'\.; thu lUl!?le Ccd(lr to the river, the village , 
ond later t,:i t.cwns!l.ip •nhen it \":as organi::ecl in 1863. As time 
W('!l t on fae tor.nslii. r, 11as ,ru:-ed down from its original state 
of the 11!1ule easr,,f:-n half of Meuomi:100 County to its nresen t 
size. :Z:le l:i.i.~ loss of territory was ·,then Gourley 1:a's separately 
set up later iu 1920. 

Loter i'.illi;ig Operaticms 

Followi;i~ the earl:: r:iill cp •ration!l ~.mo t~e colll1)~ headed 
by Jesse S.!Jllldi:ig r..tich had immense tir,1ber holdir.gs in llenoraince 
and Dcltu counties. Le.noyne, Hubbard , & Wood took ever for a 
few rears, but about 1S76 tl1e S.!)alding COfl!pan.Y Tl3S back !llld 
continued extoAsive oporations until finally selling out to the 
CraT1ford 5rothers of Jorest County, Penr..sylvanin in 1898. The 
Crailfords loegcd on a l:::r6e sec.le until the timber r;ns exhausted 
more than twcn ty years later. 

Cednr River 

Visitint tho little village of Ced.ar ~vcr in 1540, one 
finds it hard to believe in the extent of operatio~s and the 

size of th~ village back in t:.e days ,,-,. - el.Most all of __ 
Menominee County Vias a wilderness. True, Cedar For ks h.1te 
most snvrmill towns had few families in ?rO"'?ortion to the 
wn.ole uopi-:lntion as many single men nx:d boys were empl oyed 
in th.e- woods ond at the mill. The school cannot, ther efor e , 
be token ('.S an index of population. 

Schools 

In the year 1864-65, back in t,vi clays of the Civil t"ar, 
Robert McCullough, a.ircctor, r8l)ortod ti-.at eight months of 
school ,:ad been held l'ri th an enrollment of 25 childr-'!n., This 
school must have beon operated largely on faith as the district 
owned no building and its rcceip+,s were but $40, 'lhi s money 
was >)aid the toache::- ruid t:10 tJ.52 s l.i ll or.ing was made .:p 
later. For 186~G9 the dJ.strict re-oo.-tcd ihat it had a 
building valued at $80 and was carrying over a balance of $181. 

The district sc,1001 census for 1872 gives these names : 
.A.luJ. ~-. : ,argore t !:cCullcugh, 3i 11 , Sa:&l, and llary Wright, 
.Ag::1 s , Juorgc, Fl·allZ', A:~:;, :md Joscu11 Jeruo, J:me: Abe, Ed, 
ai, A-'l .r~w 1;csbi tt. ·.7ilhau Arrnst,.ong, James fe.m. and lf.ary 
C,ll",h :-1.ich:-el Rooter, Louis Seba~ J, Jo;,.n Ja3eJ)o: Pat l!clfahn, 
and Cyp, ::lur.,etie were ycung men of 18 Ol' J9, .l.n .l.895 -~o the 
scheiol cm,,loyed tro t9ache~s. nnd ~d i>n enroll"lent cf about 
65. Sir.c::i 1925 tho m~mbcr of children i n school ha,1 decreased 
as o 10lo~1non t for men fell c,ff, so tho t only one teacher bas 
been ori!ployod. 

The second scilool in tno tovmshio was at Fox just north 
of Ced.or ?.iver. 'This was organized in 1384-85, anc! apparently 
was the first district in Menominee Co=ty to have a woman 
scilool officer. Rose Baker was director for sever al years. 

b third school, District No . 3 , r.as at Jam Dam now in 
Gourley Township as were also districts 5 and ?. In 199g.....1, oo 
the school at Devil's Creek, noTT called Zl.mcrest or District 
No . 4 v1as established, ond in 1902--03 ~istrict No. 6 had six 
months of school. This district is t~e second one north of 
Cedar River on tae shore, near the present Fox post-office. 
'Elat too has moved northward as years ~·1c.~t on. In 1908--09 
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t!'.lc sc":lool at ,iii;ito..-:n r1as opened r!i ':;}-. l'.i !JS '.::lcio Gudbois as 
teac:1er . 

'lhe '\lJ>S an1 dovms of Cedar River, its transfomation 
from ~7ildc1ness to an cld to;m on M-35, th~ road itself, the 
bridge acrc-ss t!le :Big Ceciar , the cross- country route of the 
mail c:irricr ,mo took mail from Cedar River to S!)alding, 
the ::n .. stl.:.r-& mill anc. b·.i.sy harbor , the sile:..ce 1:bn tho 
lum·oering industry ceased, the burning of many home '3 , the 
r~zi~~ of old houses h.~ve all occurred in a eingle iifetime, 
r,.r. illust:·t tion of t~e iI::"J~r~ence of rmys oi living. 
Yiss .:.gnos Jerue uno c:i.me"to Cedar River in 1857 ns n small 
C:!iltl nos seen it :-11 in the 85 rears of her life. (:IOT3: 
'..'.L;:: .:-cr.ie pc.ssed a·;:n;· in 1941. ) 

~ilce C~dr.r River the settlec.ents north of it hnve 
d,dnd.,od ·util :!o~ now be::irs no sEl!llblo.nce to n villa.;e 0.11d 
d'l<: •• t:.e scho<,l is closed in District ifo. 2 for lacl: of pirpils . 
31a -r,resent ,opul::i.tion c"Jrns n liveli:10 id b,r fishing t!lld 
f::!::.-c:.:.:--..g . Ql.e ;,:rticle on Devil 1 (l Crotue, by J.'.i:is Ellen .Ahlskcg, 
tells LL sin:ilar stor/. 

=uSTCRY OF :iiEVIL I S CR:Z!i 

:: ·:.i l Is Cre-ak is n communi t:r in Ced:.:rvi lle To,mship 
u'bo.it 1'Jrt;,· rr.iles nortne!'st of L'.cnominee. It wn.s settled in 
181:lo for t=.e :pu.-rpose of li:.mberillg, So:io of t:10 first settlers 
ui~·e ':'o;J 3c;len, :Unn and J ames :Jeacon, Peter Peterson, .Albtirt 
a1gel, Brycn Bnrtlett, :'Uld Fr~?lk Strauss. 

:::.obert Flutchak bUilt the first mill Hhen he stm the 
excellent etorc of tinber Rt hnnd. ':his mill wns si t~ted on 
tr.e ~:. ::. ¼ of t~., ::.::i. ¼ of Section?. Ti1Cre &.re no remains 
of t,1is mill today. ot:-ier mills were own~d by the Durow 
3roth(lr:o, i:illmot :hath, Frank Strauss ar.d .:ohn Donovan and 
Sen. tonovan's mill w~s the last one to onerate here . 

,- re uos a v ry h~n,ry ;t;ront ... of cedar , he:Jloclc :piLe 
tr, s , J.iost of this timber YIOS owned by Cr.!wford end Son of 

-- .:r 

Cedro- Ri vcr. Lr.rge forest fires i~ 1891 ~1!,. 1~ lf'! d s troy ad 
most of the stnndi,lg timber iii th a nea,-;1 loss t~ thsi o.mers, 
the m!.11 ormers , Md settlers. 

The largest logging camps were Ca. -:i ;1 anc.. Cai:19 K. Camp ·• 
was in tnr, s. E. ! of th1 N.W. ,:- of S· ction 19 and Carnp Nin t'le 
:i. 3:, ¼ of s.:'1. ; of Section 31. 

!'cvi 1 1 s Crer,k recei Yee its n:•m" in t~.i r V7a;'. 
was very swift, rocky, crooked, c1nl nar:.:o... ::.e 
log drivers had such a ila.rd time dri vi?l{; t,1oir -
logs dor.n t.lf' cr!'ek t.l\a t the men cal bd it /~-:---..., 

11Duvil I s Crec,~. 11 ,: • 

The crre'.: 

T:"lis bgend, also , has been handed. · c~7ll r.bo-i;;.t the na:.-,e. 
One day a teamster bro:.Ce through tM ice on ~:,e la.~a.i1ig -;;i th 
his sleigh. After~., unsuccessful attempt!l to r•t it cut, 
he snid, "I ,-i!lh th<J :Jovil would co:ne ~1~.:. tt.l:o it cu •• '' A 
stra.,ger caroe along just then ·.-ino took .1olt. of t1-i-:i olcigh and 
cosily pus.lied it out , not s:1yine a worJ.. Re thC'n 'VC'nt. a!" his 
1,a;,· 1:1nd no one ever h1:aro. of l:.im or sa·,; .1ir., again. :'hey 
nev •r found out where .:ie caii 13 from, so t:'l tcnmster believed 
h nu.st be t}ll) devil, 'lDd ever aft,..r11r.r foe c:-e-.J· r.::is called 
11Dev;. l Is Creek. 11 

:7'il0"1 :lobcrt Plutchak, Sr . cull/? ll!.lro an~ found :iever:.l 
fa:;iilios 1tl th no opportUni ty for education, he built a school. 
This nas in 1900. The original school i!J still skndin.g 
a! t!-io\)Gil rr:.ar.y additions and i1Jt>rovcrr.ento ::avo be.a::.. n.ade . ::e 
are proud too.ay of our modern school wllicn .~s a large concrete 
basement r.i t'h a furnace !'nd ventila ti:ig ::.yD tP.lll• ·:e have 
electric lights, indoor toilets, a large pla;r,.ro<lild, an 
adequate library, a piano and radio . 

The school was given the name Elmcrest a fe-:r yearo ago. 
lt is situated on th,:i crest of a hill anc.. there are elm and 
maple trees forming a baclr-G-round for it. 

17hen the school wa~ built in 1900, ~ere were no desks, 
so the children had to sit o:,, bo8l·ds sot upon bloc.:s. 7ncre 
were only a few books to uoe for study. :!:'le fir~t teacher 



I 
~as iiattie ~oule, followed by Louise :!3erger (Mrs. Nadeau of 
Stephenson) . 

nie fir st b r idgi,s vrere only small foot bridges and ev P.ry 
year the swiftly moving waters of the r iver washed then. out , 
so many times the children would ride on the logs to school 
wnen the men were driving the logs dovmstr eam. ('-~, ..... 

Th':! beavers built a large dam in tne "'-. 
river wnich vias destroyed in 1939. They '·'- I~ 
built ano tiler one about two miles Up tile -~\ , • 
river, w:lich is quite an attraction today". - /L.- ' •·-;"";_~. \ 

_,, _.. "--\ 
Frank Strotiss, onP. of t,_ earl iest settlers, drove a 

team of oxen here f r om Peshtigo , more than fifty miles awa¥, 
in four d~ys . It is believod tha' he is t~.a only farmer in 
the county tocli)y who still uses oxen for all of bis form ;,orl::. 

Lumbering is, toca~•, a thing of th() -oast . The few 
remaining families moke their livir.g cnicfl;r by agr iculturu . 
Dairyinc ir tho prinripal industry. 

- Ellen Ablskog (L,40) 

OLD !3',,"S CP CZDAF..VILLE 'i(Y .. ~13F.IP 

~_,., n .. mocrot 4/24/ 86 Did you ov;Jr ride over 18 
miles of corduroy road? From Stephenson to Cedar River thoro 
are not qui to J.8 miles of that kind of rood, but there al"'3 
long stn:Lcl:os of it. Aft<!r :ieveral 'hairbreadth escap(Js , 
crossing floating bridges, vie lowered our snn.ttcred constitu-
tion !'rom th~ stage in front of fao America!l Ho-.ice, C-Jdar 
River, one n.nd only hotel, presided over by good- natured 
John Lor d n good Lord is bett,Jr than n good devil 
nnd t.h~ pe0ple of Codiu- River are for tUil3 te in havin,; the 
Lord on their side, for he keeps a bang- up good hotel 

Cedu- River is nearly as old as !{onominec. Tnirty years 
ago the pl~ce had a sawmill, but it could not cor.ipare with tho 
present aczr.irable outfit w::icb gives 11or.c to n:i0l"1 y 20C men 

and turns out nn output oi' 28,000,000 feet of lumber yearly • ~. 

Trio shingle lllD.chin..is, on1J a J.ouble hcoder , nave bt.101:1 put in 
plM.::. These nill hnv'3 a c~ncity cf 11')(),000 ~hi=4:;lc;; n doy_, 
'l'h t'li.11 ond g:mel:a.L sUpc'ri1.t1;n-cnr:y o,: c.J.l \':;:,:-:: dcr.e Jn the 
lw •'l' business et Cla!dc>.r Riv0r i11 in the ha!,us o• ,Toh,., .Au::-ph,,v 

, ,m., !ms baen ,ti tn tl'..3 SlK lding l"Jl!lb..;r Co~any 18 :,cnrs 
~md h;.s been in c!llll"ge six .}''t,J;u-.,. 

:ir. l!.urp~.y -:t:as a handsoue t:U-ec obr:r rceidcnctl oi: ;he 
Bay Snore • bi.ck of the house i:i a deer 'Dark in which 
a.re four tame door. 

'.ale company's boarding house is well conducted by Leo 
Duffrin and wife. They have accomnodations for qui tc an army 
of mun. 

There is a nice li ttlo school building at Cedar River and 
a very good school presided over by D. L. Shay who is something 
of a lawyer. 

~llQIIlip~e Dem..2.cr at 5/8/ 86 The steam barge E. Luella 
Wor thington, Captain J ames '.!raver, arr ived in por t on tho third, 
having iD tow the barge ·;7illiam Jones . T'nis steam barge was 



purctlased by the Spalding Lumber Company last spring and 11ill 
ply between this port and Chicago this season, tov,ing the 
barges Jones and Wilber alternately. She is a staunch looking 
craft , carries 400,000 feet green lumber and will make 
Chicago and return every five days. 'lhis is an experiment 
hitherto untr ied in these parts, this steamer being fo,. fir st 
to carry a cargo and tew vessels at the same time. 

!lenominee Der.iocrat 8/28/86 Cedar River . There is a dam 
on the Little Cedar about seven miles up from Cedar River. 
In September the Spalding Lumber Company expects to have eight 
camps running. 

i:iss Kato Hawley l'lill teach at Cedar River. 

1.!enominee Democrat 5/28/87 Cedar Eiver. 11.r. Leo Du.ffr in 
says t1e hai: 130 boarders at the boarding house at present and 
e.ltl)ec tE 30 more '7i thin a few deys. 

:Jennminee Democrat 9/29/88 Cedar River. There is in " 

l!l-'lnor.1ineo D?r·ocrnt 2/7/91 C·~dnr Riv;r. If Uncle Sao 
only kno,, hor. the wool wes dravm over ms eyes he would look 
a 1i ttle t:10re corefully into so?:18 appro-,?ri('.tione. Take Cedar 
River, for instonce . During the past four ~rc~r~ . $138, 000 has 
be.an spent in and around the harbor tho r e for dredgiIJ&, piers, 
light house, etc. , and yet not a vessel is o.llowed to tie up 
at any clock or pier but must anchor out i.i t:ie bay unless the 
l ord and. ruler of these parts, - Hon. J13sse Spalding issues his 
ukase of perr.J. ssion. 

Uenooinee Herald 4/23/96 Cedar River . Spalding Lumber 
Co. is mnki~ extensive irnprove~cnts at C ,<il\r F~ver . A con-
tract M:; been l et to deepen one side of t. river and build 
consids:?rable new dock. 

Uenooineo Herald 10/29/98 Cedar River . The tug pilot of 
Cedar River whic!'l nut out in the big storr. tnis week came very 
near losing her firer.ia.n. Ho was 17!lshed i.1to thll scuppers nnd 
11as partly overboard 11hen grabbed b;r the c,1,;i r.c13r with a boat 
hook. 

this lit~le burg 4 district where tyPhoid fever has prevailed 
to a greater or less extent among its inhabitants during the L -, 1:enorlinee Hi:!rald_5/8/99 CEdor River. The snwr.u.11 o.t 
s~er and.at the present time thc1·e ar,. no less than ten sick 

1 
\ \c,.,:iar River c,perated for tn., first ti ia trls senson, will saw 

117tn the disease. Die wonder is that they are not all stricke~l!iw loi,s of Spaldi11& Lumber Co . until July 1 . 
mth it ••• At the present ririti~ t:1erc are six men in . -.~,\'t. \~ 
one 10 x 12 room, all s~ck 17ith the fever . Some say that \. Jj1 \:~ J'.enoriiru::e Herald 7/17/99 Ccdnr River . &lrnlel Crowford of 
typhoid fever is contagious. Others say not . I\ /l , n1 I Cedar F.iv1,r snys the work o" buildi11& .n lo, _;ing road from 

'·I I Cedar River to Spaldi~ will b., begun soon. It 17ill not be 
C_d.nr River . The Catholic :Bishcp was here last Sunda,y. ' impero.tiv,, to conplete the r ood this fall , noot of the tio-

He consecrated the Catholic church and christened the b1:1l . bar is near Ct,dar P.ivt1r and can be haulad q teams l'li th 
Mr . & 14rs. Charles Cholso stood as sponsors for the bell. The facility. 
church was beautifully decorated with natural and artificial 
flowers. 

Menominee Democre,t 6/14/90 Cedar River. Last \7cdnesday 
niglit thl.s ;)lace was visited by the most severe storm in the 
memory of t~ oldest inhabitant. '!'ht> 17:ind amounted almost to 
a cyclone, and was accompanied by hail, rain, and thunder and 
lightr,l~. The sky seemed to be one sheet of flcme . Rain 
fell in torrents . Boards and slabs ,·:ent kiting through the 
air, and even three inch planks were playthings for the wind. 

Menominee Herald 3/5/04 Forty-fow years ago today, 
(March 5 , 1860) Hon. Isaac Ste:,henson of lJarinettc, his 
brother Hon. s. ~. Stephenson of Menominee, and their wives 
and two men with 11upply teams had a narrov, escape from be!. ng 
carried out on an i ce floe off Cedar River, and for some 
time were thought t& be lost. 

ia-. Ste~henson and his brother drove up to Cedar River 
on a business trip . They were accompanied by their wives. 
In goiDg into Cedar River there was a crack two feet wide 



which Ur. Stephenson forced the horses to jump. '!hey had just 
got ashore and were unh1 tchiog the team when a big storm blew 
up, A few miIIUtes after they heard a great shout from a crowd 
near the mill stating that the ice was going out. 

Impelled by the wind the big field of ice was rapidly 
moving out toward the lake. Out on the ice were Isaac Gagnon 
and a man named Hamilton ri th supply teams, '!hey soon realized 
their predicament. People on shore were po.rerless to go to 
their assistance as there were no boats that could be used, 
'lhey were soon seen to unharness the horses and allow the 
animals Lo go free . 'lhe horses were never seen afterward. 

'!he men then set about to secure their own safety. The 
floe .nad in the meantime broken up and it seemed like almost 
certain death for them. 

The crowd ashore watched them until night fell , The next 
morning they could not be seen. Several YTeeks lo.ter it was 
learned tbat they had managed to float on ice until it hc.d 
drifted up against Washington Island. Here they 11ere taken 
in by fl snermen nnd later made their way over to the mainland 
of Door county, and then down to Sturgeon Ba:,, finally re turn-
ing home . G~non came back on the ice, but Hamilton did not 
return until he could get a boat in the spring, 

S, M, and Isaac Stenhenaon and their wives had a narrow 
escape for had they been on the ice ten minutes lo:D&er, they 
too would have been carried out. 

Menominee Herald 3/18/04 Jesse Spalding, one of the 
best-known Chica&o co.pitalists died in thnt city Thursday • 
He was one of tho builders of the Sturgeon Bay cano..l , He come 
here in the early sixties ond for years was interested in the 
Spalding Lumber company at Cedar River, at Spalding, and had 
interests in Marinette • •• He leaves o fortune estimated 
at $10 , 000,000 to $15,000, 000. 

So passes on•? of the interesting figures of lumbering 
days. 

Menominee Herald 10/13/05 Cedar River The steamer 
R, J . Hackett. owned and sailed by Captain H,C , Mccallum was 
totally destroyed by fire near the Whaleback Reef about ten 
miles east of Cedar River . 'lhe Hackett was bound from Cleveland 
to the twin cities vii th 1250 tons of soft coal. No one was hurt 
but Second Engineer , George Schroeder, overcome by smoke, and 
Capt. McCallum fell into the fire hold ag~nst a grindstone 
and was considerably battered. The crew saved their per sonal 
belongi:D&s, but the captain lost all his, The thirteen men in 
two little yawls tossed about in the heavy seas three quarters 
of an hour until finally picked up by the fish tug, Stuart 
Edward from Washington Island. 

'lhe Hackett wos 211 feet in ls:D&th and t1as rated at 1129 
tons burden. She was built in Cleveland in 1869. 

Menominee Herald 3/19/06 Gourley Gourley is one of the 
youngest villoges in the county. It bas but recently appeared 
on the map, A railroad bas been built in from Wilson by the 
C. & N, l'I. Ry., which rill be extended fars,l'.>r south to Devil's 
Creek this ,noter. The mill hns all modorn equipment including 
on electric lighting plant which DJ.so lit)lts up the village 
and private residences, 

!.fenominee Herald 3/?2./06 Devil's Creok Peter Peterson, 
now suprrvisor of Cedarville townshin, wau one of the first 
settlers in this section. lie was closely followed by Dan 
Deacon, the late Alex Durow and others, r,no took up homesteads, 
cleared~ farme and. built roads. 

In former times the creek was famous for 1 ta abundance of 
brook trout but constant fishing and the absence of fish chutes 
in the CUlllls has caused the fish to di sa'?'lear from Devi 1 1 s Creek. 

'lhe woods rrere some of the best hunting grounds in the 
county but the deer become here as well as elsewhere more and 
more scarce every year. 

In the southern part of this district 1Te find some of the 
largest blueberry marshes in the county and the latter part of 



'l'E3 LIDEJ.;IJ OF WHALEBACK R.E3F 

Ad.epted from ~~be Heral d-Lgader 12/16/05 
I 

• According to tbe legend of if.nnleback Shcal or 
Reef' that lies in Green about ten miles enst of Cednr 
lll ver • in the remote days before the whi tc conquerors 
trespassed U..JOn the peace and quiet of Indio.n su;,reir.3cj• along 
the sh.ores of the lakes, a terrible monster inbabi ted the 
waters of Green ond wrought havoc omong the fish that 
were ~e ::,rincipal means of subsistence for the Indians. 

'l!'a3 ae~ture was of ir.Jrnense size Alld ferocity , apparently 
sowewila t re scobling a huge whale . 'Ihe ravages of the 
mor,ster coi:.tinued until most of the fish were killed or driven 
out of the bay anc the Indians were in dire straits for food. 

At lcx.gth the Indians in deS"Oair dotermiMd to invoke the 
aid of • l!anibus who dweft at the head waters of the 
l.!enolti.nee : i ver in a eave in tile rock with a large cedar trel:l 
growi~ ae1 oss the entrance. i.!anibus was famed as a sort of 
demigod uorsessini; supernatural powers. 

J..ccorcingly a delegation was sent up the river and 
persuaded lhe great Uanibus to come to the aid of tho distressed 
!)COJle . Ar he descended the river the whole tribe of the 
~cnominees went out in a body to welcom~ him, the meeting 
takLlg place at the spot now known as Choppie Rapids . 

Manib.s was famed far and wide for his great power but 
some in the tribe were skeptical. Displeased by this, Manibu.s 
determined to demonstrate his great power. 

'i':lere was a little lake on the Menominee side of the river 
about sixty rods above the present location of tho lower dam 
and t,ro rods from the stream. This little lake was very deep, 
but had no con.-:ection with the river . When the river was at 
low water II.al'k, the level of th'cl little lake remained unchanged. 
Old settlers tell cf having seen the lake level seven feet 
above that of the river. 

,io.nibus went to a uoint above thJ ~.-a..,ids b yond the upper 
dam and dived into the river, coming~ in the lake ll mile and 
a half away. This reat convinced the rn.ost doubtful of the 
tribe . 'Iho little ~aka still exists on toe bank of the river, 
but is now covered by the high water back of the dam • 

After his demonstration Manibus descended the bay shore 
and sallied out to conquer tho monster of the la.Jee. '!here was 
a terrible encounter, the combatants strv,ggling all over tbe 
bay and lashing tru wa.ter into greater £ury then was ever caused 
by a storm, T'ne awe-struck people stood in breathless silence 
on the shore. 

At lcl'IGth after a long and desperate struggle, V.anibus 
was victorious, striking the monster his death blow. As its 
struggles ceas~d the htige body sank to the bottom of tho bay 
at the spot where now io found t'!le tTn:.tlcbnck Roe£. This reef 
according to legend is in rcali ty thi:i body of the great monster 
turned to stone. The shape is plainly ~~sible. 

After his great vicLory llanibus returned to his mysterious 
ho!ll8 takin.:; Vii th him tho gratitude of t w'.1ole Menominee 
tribe. 



July and the first of August, hundreds of -oecmla can be seen 
pickJ:ng the ilIIIlense crop of berries that annually grow upon 
these marshes. 

'lhe,:e are several ea'lllllilla in the Devil's Creek country. 
Robert Plutcbak owns quite a la:rge samni.11. on the banks of tho 
creek, Frank Strauss bas o smaller one near the ballks of the 
:Big Ced.nr river on<l the Heath & Donovan mills are in tho 
southern end of the district. 

ijenominoe Herald Leader 5/19/06 Forest fires ore raging. 
Durow' s eowmill east of Daggett and neo:r Devil's Creek was 
complstely destroyed, also the homes of six or seven formers. 

Menomin'lo Rcrnld Leader 7/9/06 Headlioos. John 
Paplinslcy, 18, n Polish woodsman, fatally shot George Barrett, 
o camp cook for s. Crowford & Sons, Soturda.Y afternoon ot 
Codll.r lli V.;?r. 

Menoni.nee Her~d-Lecder 8/16/07 '!he body of Prank 
Hayward v•ho ll\YSterious1y disappeared nix r:eeks ago was found 
b!• Willlom Hanf, foroman of Camp A, beside an old logging 
road t= miles west of Cedar llivsr. Searching parties for 
weeks bnve tried to discover what happened to Ur. noy.,ard 
but 1'1i thout avail. A $500 retJard was offered by Attorney 
Barry n£1Y"'lll"d of New York, e. brother of the dead !"18Il• 

Menominee Herold-Leader 9 /27 /07 'lhree hundred employees 
of the crawford & Son's mill at Cedar River have been thrown 
out pf employment for four days through the deliberote work 
of unlmoffll r.u.screants who entered the mill Saturd.a;y night, 
unknown to the watcbman, and sle.ehed three of the big belts 
1n a dozen places. 

Menominee Herald-Leader 4/22/08 Peter Peterson, for 
l:laDY' years s-q,ervisor of Cedarville township, was found dead 
at his home near Stephenson yesterda;r • • • He mis born 
in Denmark 1n 1852. For a number of yeors be was a master 
seamon and visited many foreign countries. For a tioe ha 

Goipg After Blu.oberries 

lived in Indin; also, he raised sheep in ArgcntillLl.• In 1880 
be ct1r.10 to Menominee county ond settled in Cedorville township. 

:J,momineo Horall-Leader 6/25/08 U:o!:nomi mo:!l, beliovel 
to be tile seoo pcroons who robbed throe Doggett buildings 
Tuosdoy, brolro into the Catholic church at Cedar River. 
llonciey nit;;at, doo.aged altnr decorations, ripped epen tbe 
taberr.acle, scattered candles and flowers all over the floor 
ond secured notbing. • 



Z. 5 -.;;. 1 .3 .5 - ol <.o 
DAGGETT 'IO'.iN'SEIP 

Although Daggett Townshi'.!_) 
contains 36 sections of land, it 
is made Ut> of oarts of four differ-
ent toW:1s~ It embraces the s! of 
36-26, t.ae S3}f of 36-27, the north 
tier of s dctions of 35-26 aDd 
Sections l 2,3, of 3&--27. 

'!he vi lla&e of Daggett is in 
the toJ71lship . Its post-office 
serves not onq Daggett Township 
but also parts of adjoining town-
sbi-::,s . The Chl.cat;o and Uorthwestern 
?.ai iroad and Eighway US 41 both 
cross the tomiship . 

i7hat Early SUrveyors Saw 

Tol'Tll 35-26 was laid out in 1848, 
but the other towns 1·1ere not divided 
into sections until 1852. Surveyors• 
field notes give some idea of the land 
as it appeared nearly a century ago. 

36-26 
f1Tae surfaceor'""this townshi1J is 

by no means hilly. The lnrger portion 
of this town consists of cecuir, tamarack, 
and s'0l"UCe swamp." On the ridges, 
n timber hemlock, sugar, black ash, beech, 
fir, etc. The streams are small and 
not numerous." 

36-27 
"This tormshi1J contains far more 

s11amp thl'.n dry land. The dr-.f land is 
slightl.v rolling ••• much of it has 
a good s3Ild and g:-nvelly soil and is 
timbered 11i th hemlock, beech, sugar, 
etc. ?ine is generally too scattering 
to be very vtluoble. Little Cednr 
Rivar is the principal stream." 

35--26 
"Ridges aro timbered with beech, 

sugar , ironwood, elm, otc." 
"Sw~.-.ips are rather wet, timbered 

\Vi. th cecwr, tamarack, SQI'UC e , black 
ash, elm, birch, fir , aDd alder." 

An east and west trail is mentioned 
as crossing the line between sections 
4 and 5, about an eighth of a mile 
north of the south lines of the sectioru;. 
One landmark noted was a heml ock 36 inches 
in diameter also on the line between 
sections 4 and 5. 

Dpggett ,,as f:>unded for the nurpose of 
lunbering, and sovJral sa,'llllills ·1ere built 
on tho cast side of the village . They are 
all gone no,11 but there are rocks remaining 
to show where tho fire room of t:ie lumber 
mill stood. Juct to the north of it stood 
the planing mill , but nothing remains of 
it nor1 except some iron scraps partly 
~overed by sawdust, weeds and grass. A 
shingle mill was run in conr1cction wl th the 
lur.ber mill . ~.alfrey between the Northwestern 
:?.aillley tra(As and the nor, u . s . -41 stood a post mill ormed by Paul Pcrrizo, Sr. 

(~rote : G. Yi. lru.sb I s saw and shingle 
mill did a thrivir.g busi:wss in tho eightles. 
It burned ir. 1887 . OLner names connected 
with logging days 1cre i3ussoll & Vincent , 
Wilson e, '?cstman, Teng Z: Son. ) 

.Among the earliest comers ,ere Mr, 
John Johnson, father of Mrs. Uelc Linderoth 
and F. D. Crane, also, l'homao Faulkner uhc 
in 1874 took charge of a farm at Section 25 
for Holmes & Son, 11.lll:.bcrrnen. (Noto: In 
1876 L!r . Faulkner married Clara taggett who 
Aad come from her home in Elm1ra, New York 
to visit a brother in llarinette . A.ftor the 
wedding they v1e:i t to l1 ve at Section 25. ) 
Mrs . Faulkner k8"0t the firtit ·,ost--office in 
".ler kitchen, a.--i_d. as the villnge ha<i no no.me 
it was called Daggett in nonor of her father . 

The post-office r,as later housed in 
~arrizo & Sons store, then i~ L.E. Weng & 
Sons store and in John D-.mruim 1s store and 
later in a building er ected for Dr. Landsborough. 
The first hotel keeoer was tr . :Berry, later 
tne hotel was onerated b, C".aarles Wurtzel. 
Dr. Eliet was the first -jcysician to have 



an office at Daggett . 

In the beginning the village consisted of a few smoky 
shanties and a store which was about a quarter of a mile 
south from where the depot now stands. The store was kept by 
c. A. Brown. The village was a flag stop along the Chicago 
Northwestern line and was called simply Section 25 because 
it was twenty-five miles from Menominee. Not until 1883 did 
Daggett become a regular stop. At that time a depot was 
erected and Mr. Oakes became station agent. 

Zne !:e17bauer store was one of the earliest, but it was 
deqtroyod by fire , and replaced by the Perrizo & Sons ' store. 
In timo this too burned along with the local theatre . A new 
store and home combined was erected by A. J . Lesperance and 
a thoatro by 3. Plutchak. 

Daggett now has four stores. creamery, post-office, 
blacksmith shop. two restaurants . drug store , theatre, 
b:u-ber shop, beauty parlor, depot, funeral home. consolidated 
school, tl'.roe churches, village hall, two garages, three 
service stations, two large feed and potato warehouses, 
and many residences . 

i'l"nen the first farms near Daggett were started in the 
seventies the main crops were hay, cabbage , potatoes , turnips, 
and other root crops to supply local needs. Before many years 
agriculture surpassed lumbering in importance. This is not 
a fruit grmri?J& section, but apples do 11e 11. Practically 
every farmer bas a few trees, also a few plums and cherries 
are grown for home use. Of the small fruits stra11berries 
and raspberries are the most important. lfild: raspberries and 
blueberries are pie.cad for home use. 

Dairying is perhaps the chief industry in Daggett Town-
ship . !lost of the farmers milk from five to fifteen cows 
and sell milk to one of the three local factories. These 
factories are situated in parts of the township near the 
dairy farms. Surrounding towns have factories also. Our 
village factory manufactures butter, cheese, and casein. 
Trucks bring in milk from the dairy farms every d.v., then 

dairy products are shipped and trucked away. 

Hay crops have become vastly important because of the 
dairying industry. !I.be short growing season is suited mainly 
to the raising of hay cro9s . The level stretches of land are 
used for bay fields and the steeper slopes are useful for 
grazing. 'lhe rivers, creeks, and lakes help to s~pl y water for 
the stock. Practically every farmer owns a dair y barn and a 
silo. Corn is the principal silage crop. The climate, land 
forms, soils, natural vegetation, drainage, and water supply 
help make dairying profitab.le. 

There are many services, social, religious and recr eational 
activities in the village and tomishi.,. Among them are the 
Daggett Progressive Club , th, Town Band, the W. p. A,. Recreation 
and Handicraft Unit, tru, Girl Scout Troop, the Women I s Extension 
Gro~, various clubs connected with church organizations, the 
Ladies I Aid and Sanctuary Society. 

-Ellen Ahlskog. (1S40) 

Logs ing at present consists of cutting cedar posts, ties, 
and excelsior materials whicn' are ship,)ed to Green Bay and 
elsewh<-'re . In the fall months spruce ru:'! bolsam, called brush, 
are cut and tied in twenty pound bundbs and trucked to Chicago 
11h~re it is used for lining graves in cem teries. 

In late October, November, and early December, spruce and 
balsam trees are cut and tied so as not ~o break tno branches 
and to conserve space , then trucked to Chicago wilere they are 
sold as Christmas trees. 

- E. L. Champion (1940) 

The village of Daggett was incorporated in 1902 while still 
a part of Steohenson Township. The tol7!lsilip of Daggett was 
authorized to form a separate organization June 17, 1920, and 
the organization took place in the next few months. 'lhe separatl.on 
of the schools appears complete in 1921-22. 



In 1880 a subscription school was maintained for four 
months in a small log building at Daggett. Twenty-six children 
attended this first school out of a census count of 35. 
Daggett was District No. 3 of Stephenson Township, 

l88L- 83 a frame building had been acquired and school 
was maintained for eight months. In 1887 the children counted 
on the census werel.21. That year there were 106 children en-
rolled in tLe one teacher school- For teaching ten months the 
teacher nas paid $350. 

Mr. Jo~eoh Rubens and Miss Florence O'Donnell, teachers 
for the yeDr i893--4; reported an enrollm<mt of 135. E. F. Pierce 
W£s princi~rl in 1894-5 and Miss O'Donnell continued to teach 
in t..ie prillll'ry room. Attendance ran high. In the following 
yec.r ;Jiss a..un AJ1dre,,s had 92 pUpils enrolled in the first 
three gr~d~s . Also for the first time there is listed No . 10, 
Stcph~nson Cownshi~ which aooears to have been the Corby or 
Cedar Grove Scnool. Miss Nella i1hi tehead was the teacher. 

In lSSE-..-99 Ste-ohenson reported Di strict 1;0. 13, later 
No. 4 of Dat6 ott Township, called :Bruno. i.~iss Uarion ffili te was 
the first teacher, continuing for two years. In 1902-3 District 
No. 15, or Laple Grove, was listed with Miss Jennie Gordon as 
teacher and a few years· later Durow School \Yas added as No . 18 
of Stojhcnson Township . Tessmer School was established about 
t11e time the township ',?as divided. "' 

:n the year 1898-99 when Lero:, Bentley was !)rincipal the 
ninth grade \Yas added. :By 1921-22 under the ne11 township 
organization the high school was still small. Earl Campbell. 
the sUpcrintendent, had 40 pUpils enrolled in grades 9-12 but 
mere than one-fourth of these dropped out before tho year <'fas 
over. There were only four graduates. Twenty- eight pUpils 
were enrolled in grades 7-8 in the village and others in out-
lying schools. 

One b:, one outlying schools have been closed while the 
village school sot on tile hill has been enlarged. 

--Official Records 



OLD NEWS OF DAGGETT 

Menorn10eiL !iel:ald 1/22. / 85 Some si:r. 11eeks ago C.bas. C. Johnson 
of Daggett was out hunting for deer and remaining till 
twilight he heard, as he sunposed, a deer in the bushes near 
him. Failing to get a good aim he made a random shot •ihen 
he found to his horror that he had shot his neighbor August 
Bottom, making a serious wound in the fleshy part of his leg. 
As Mr. Bottom had nerve and Mr. Johnson had muscle the wounded 
man mlS put in the place of a sack: of flour upon bis own hand-
sled and Johnson drew him to his home . 

Mr . Johnson then offered to pay the doctor ' s bil 
and some cash expenses and to work for Mr. Bottom while he , ,. 
was disabled. This offer 11as ncccpted ar.d for a month ~~-, 
Mr, Johnson got out cedar for Ur. :Bottom and then uaid $?5 • f)',1, 
cash expenses. Mr, Bottom was at the end of the month able •11• 
to work again. As both of these men have flll!lilies and both~ . ,. , 

1 are dependiJl€ on their daily work for a living we think tilis , . l 
/,, settlement honorable and comnend.able. • \l'\ 
fJ/~".I ........,.......,.....__...........,.. ~- ~If \ 

~

,./, • Honominee Hernld 2/21/8? The George w. Bush mill burned.ti \ 
4 to the ground Monday, loss $15,000. The fire is supposed tq/1 'r'~I 
j have started in the pack:1.n& house 11here the \7Qtchman was / , 

getting up steam for the day ' s work. I.Ir. Bush was married 
the same morning. 

l,!e!).ominee Democrat 10/22/87 ~e first lot of eggs ever _,,.--
ship:;;,ed to market from this station uas one barrel to Marinette 
during the week, Large q'WUlti ties of potatoes are being 
chipped daily. 

Menominee Democrat 9/29/88 Tom Faulkner 
some huge T)Otatoes that he raised on his farm. 
weight isl¼ lbs. It is only a sample of what 
on the yrolific soil of this county. 

is exhibiting 
The average 

can be raised 

Mentminee Darnocrat 7/29/93 Th~ Westznnn Mfg. c~ . arc 
doing a good business, they keep a fine ascortment of lumber 
and shingles. (T'nis mill was wrocked by a cyclonf' a few 
days later, as rcported by th~ papor of 8/10/93.) 

~ l:, 'l-

--



Faithorn Townsbiu lies nor th of the 
base :line ar.ci west o{ the meridian, It 
is ma.o.e up of the .t,n'!¼ of T.37• 27 , about 
the nor+;n ba.l:f of jfr. T. 37 .• 2a ax:11 all 
of :fraction:i.l 1:own~ 38- -28 and 38--29, Towns 
along til"l rive .. wer..., surve7ed in 1848--49. 

Faithorn Township owes its SJlaJ)e 
to tho meanderings of the Menomin!le 
River and IIIUCh of its scenery .o ~he 
river and the huge r ock formations 
near . Fractional Toffll 38-29 is in 
two fragments , separated from each 
other by miles. Early surveyors 
spent considerable time clamber ing up 
and down over ledges and broken rocks 
as their notes show. 

37-27 
11 The surface of this township 

is hilly and rolling soil, thir d rate 
sandy soil. n 

37-28 
11 The surface of this township is 

hilly and r olling The north 
tier of sections is timbered with 
good, wili te and yellow pine, hemlock:, 
beech. sugar , birch, elm, ironwood, 
etc. Streams rapid with sandy and 
muddy bottoms." 

38--28 
11 '.i'he surface of this toYlil.shi::.> i s 

hilly end r olling; soil second and 
thlrd rate. Timbered with beech, 
birch, sugar , hemlock:, ironwood, elm, 
lynn, mapl e , fi r, white and yellow 
pine, etc. 

n In swamps cedar, tamarack, black 
ash, beech. alder, maple, etc. Streams 
rapid with sandy bottoms. Variation 
( of the needl e) is uniform except at 
the corner of sections 7,8,17, and 18 

wh~ ... e t.r,"r" ru-e ledges of tra:o rock: 
anC::. t;r.l:a!l ~e,., So-:i.: good r,hi tc pine 
in the n, ,r ch;ws t. .;cn,el .:ii" thl:l 
towns!:u::.~ 11 

A n=b~1 vf tima~ U.., ~.n-veyor 
mentions brok•m rock also o pP-.n;,en-
dicular l~~-:: ')+' :-c.:::.: '51J t,, fr ':"::l~ 

' high, descr lbe•.: as ru.:.ni1~ S:.W LJ1,. 
NNE. Als,., he "'.P•1aks ,.. f the ran.i Cl.q 
in the r i. vex , a,: i s:..;i , ci.o'.l· f "!'~~ 
stream bei~ about b cil'.¼)lll> (33' iet:1,) 
wide. He a1.!'o S'"IY" tl.2+, :.r .,.,,,:.,.,i~ 
t he line nortl, bet .. et::n sec tlo~.l:, 2•,· 
and 28, s i1ortly b!'foro r 11a<-h:, r,.-,: the 
corner o: a1ec ii' one 2'... ;.? • ~,,, ,.c"l" 
28 be usce-:i.ded .i si:::a."lit abo,d:. c,:; fci!t 
high Dlld u->m,; U::,•J:l er old i ,.,,.i 1 

ruru,ing aai;:t ~.:l r.re"t, ,11:J . .:h e~~-- G.;_ 
an old siig~ crcl:.ar,l. Ia sec ~i-,4s 
32 and 33 it: a la.ce , now ca.J.1ed 
Merryman Lake . 

33--29 
North part :~d tigh, broken 

and rocky. Timberad with white and 
yellow pine , aspen, beech. maple , 
fir, etc. Grey granite rock. 11 

South part. Perpendicular l edge 
of rock 40 feet high, running SE and 
mr. Variation of needle from 4½ to 
8 degrees east. Islands in the river, 
rapids, and r ocks . Windfall grown -up 
wi th briers, etc. 



F,arly Farms 

(From E. s. Ingalls' 1876 CenteIIIlial Hiatory) 

"In 1866 the Hamilton & Merryman Company coarnenced 
clearing a farm 56 miles up the river with a view to supplying 
their logging c~s and tbUs save expense of transporting hay 
and root crops, Their principal crop bas been hay, oats, 
potatoes, and other roots, The company now has 120 acres 
cleared. 

11 .Adjoifu.Lg foe llamilton c.: iderryman Com-,any ' s farm, the 
Kirby-Ca!J>"nt.er Co~a.ny has a farm with 230 acres cleared. 
T4e crors wer:J ~' -pc-tatQes, turnips, cc.bbage, a,d a small 
amount of "i.iter ,,·lwnt as an experiment. Tbomas irurray has 
charge of tne farm. 

"Abou~ ~ne mile from tl..ese farms th,, H. Witbeck Company 
has a farm which was col!JTleuced in 1866 and now has 200 11Cres 
cleared, The crop lact yca-r (18?5) was 140 tons bay worth 
at the fl.t'w ~20 pt1r ton, l,50C oushels potatoes worth 25; per 
bushel. The oat crop \"las cut for hay. 

11 AJ..ioin;.ng t:.Us f~ the Ludir,g &on, Wells, c: Van Schaiclc 
Company has a farm with 100 acres cleared 

"All crops .ln these far.ns have a greater value than they 
would have in the villagP. of Menorninee for they save trans-
por tation of proi:'u,.ts a great distance . The fanns are also 
Used as stopping i,laces fo.t' the men and teams going to and 

----r~'.f!: The 1)Ul"!)OS6 Of these fal'lllS was to care for ;. , . f ';:,;:.~,-:-· \ the stock, consisting of oxen. mule~, and horses. 
' , ., .~'C1..:0oxcn were by far the most numerl)us. These 

anLmals ·were used in the logging C8111:)S• Crops grown on the 
~arms were used to fe~d the animals, also some were for the 
men in the camps . Other sUp-glies were hauled from Menaninee 
by sunply teams, Almost everything came in barrel lots. 

John Dunn was the hea.d of the Fence River farm; Thomas 
Murray of the Kirby-Carpenter ; John Woods of Hamilton 
Merryma'l; r:-~le Peter LeCroix managed the Ludington, Wells, 
& Van Scnaiclc fc11m. 

On the old L \Y, ~VS.ft.rm Alex LeGrave is now living. 
Keating & Keating of i'ratertov,n own 
:Brandt o1'1Ils the K. r. . farm, ::ind the 
01'?18d by Jame s K~:lJ. !lacy ~f t he 
stending on taesb fru,ns . 

t.ie ,;. i, . farm, Albert 
Fence Elver farm is now 
old buil~ings are still 

About 1878 Mr , Gucrge Hart~r moved in, ~ith the help of 
Mr . Snxton of Wnucew:ih a post-office was e stablished, called 
PembiIU\, It \"las located at the farm no·.1 orned by Clarence 
LeGrave. Tht, mail was brought from ','l'aucedah twice a week: by 
Clarence Harter, 

..,.-; 'fuc first 

:~~!. i\:t~~ 

'l .• ., •' 1 

scaooLlouse was a log "ow.l C:.i~ 
standing on the George lieid 
the first ~lcce used for 

·;;.:., : •:±,;,;- ::-r-llii \ ';,o ting. 
C. .. 1' .. ... • 1 

. , - · ,. ~- ,,<- (NOTE: This building 11as used for r eturning from the logging camps in winter." _...,,..,_....,-~, -;_:.: - -'·""71 • school in the year 1880-81 when eight months R.-, .. .ia, . -~ ~--=-* 
•\ ~...I~ ' · - of school were maintained for ten children. HISTORY OF FAITHORN TOWNSHIP (1940) 

The first settlement in what is now Faithorn Township 
consisted of f'our lumber com,any fanns . T:lese fanns, or 
companies, uere the Fence River, Kirby Car.:3e:iter Colll!>any, 
Ludington, Wells, & Van Schaiclc, and the llamilton, Merryman 
faI'llls on the Old St.ate or River Road. 

t•"'"''" In early days Menominee Township embr aced all the western part 
of the county, and this school at Pembina was organized aa 
District No. 5 of Menominee Township. Preliminary plans for 
the organization of Holmes Township were made o.s early as 1877 
but not COllJt)le t ed until ten years later nhen Faithorn Township 
and a part °iif the present Meyer Townshi:p formed a part of the 
J1QrHolme11 Township, It was not until August 21, 1919 that 
Fui thorn Township wo.s set aside a.s a tol711ship distinct from 
Holmes. ) 
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In 1887 the Soo Line Railroad (Minneapolis, St. Pnul, 
and Sault Ste. Marie) was built tbro\lgh• The mail was then 
brought in by train inst~ad of being carried from Waucedah. 

In 1894 the Wisconsin, Michigan Railroad was b•.tll t into 
the village. i'lhile the railroad was being built the Harter 
Hotel and the Junction House were built whore Faithorn now 
stancis, to accomoodate the railroad men and loggers . 

Shortly after this, the first sawmill was built near the 
hotels by Charles Johnson. Mr. George Harter later purchased 
it. The store near the river was moved close to the Harter 
Hotel, and enlarged a few years later. During t~is time a 
settle11cnt gre,1 ·11p around the present to':1n of Faithorn, which 
was named Faithorn for J . Nathan Faithorn, an official of the 
Wisconsin !.!ic:ugen Railrond. Activities t~e:reafter centered 
around Faithorn instead of tile earlier settlement of Pembina. 

(1;0TE: In early ne~s itums the village is designated as 
the Menominee F.iver Junction. The village itself was platted 
as Harter , but i:locarie Fait.,orn instead.) 

About Lis time a teacher I s school year was di vidcd, 
and sile taught Mlf the yerr in the scnool building nenr the 
present 3randt school ~d tile other rmlf near Faithorn. 

A neTi school was built at Faithorn in 1097. It is now 
the nrcsent tom1 l'w.11. About the so:ne time a ne11 b'1ilding 
was :put up on the :arandt farm. This scnool is still in use . 

In 1887 the Pemene Dem was built about five miles below 
the present railroad bri~e at Faitaorn. It 11as built to back 
water for the lumber drives so as to force the logs over the 
rapids below. 

In the early years traveling missionaries i1cld religious 
services at the schoolhouses. In 1909 under the guidance of 
Bishop Frederick Eis land was secured as a site for a Catholic 
church 11hlch llas erected within a y~ar . As early as 1906 
steps bad been taken in Methodist organization. At length in 
1920 a reorganization was made and land secured for a neTT 
Methodist clIµrch which was dedicated in 1921. 

Some of the old settlers s till living f't Fo.i t.1orn (1940) 
are Mr . ,s; Mrs. Albert Brnndt who moved ,1cre So yea.rs ego . 
They are the oldest residents . Mrs. Gro.ce Salzeidcr who nas 
s teacher in the first little log schoolhouse is still here. 
Otncr old residents are Mrs . Richard Uncerwood, Mr. Patrick 
Heyos, Mr. and Mrs . 'Andrew Kelly, Mr. Theron Knapp, Mr. and 
Mrs. w. A. Garrison, and Mr. John Pivo,lka. 

Before tht:: village school was bui 1 t at Faithorn there was 
a little school called tho Mullins school built between 
Faithorn and Hermansville , It is no lo;iger standing. 

Clarence Harter of Faithorn was s~)ervisor of Holmes 
Tcwnshi9 for a number of years . Aft Jr the re- crganization of 
the to'll'llships <:ffocted in 1<320, 1!al t 0 r .rami.t became the first 
suporvi sor of Faithorn Tomts::U.n . 

During the past twenty-five years Le sewn.ill has been 
torn down, the Junction i{ouse removed, t~"le first Harter stor~ 
builcing burnC;d, and the Wisconsin-Mic.rl.ga.n railroad rPmoved. 
A ;;ele-,,.o •• e line has been extended to :'al til<,rn, and an electric 
lig,,t line pnt through. 

--·.irit ten l,y Vi vieu Rayos, 11.ary Cu:-ran, ano. Frank Lepins 

Sources of Informa.t~o~: 
Mrs . GracP Salzeider 
Patrick Hayes 
Albert Brandt 
l,irs . Albert Brandt 

Official lie cords 

ClD.r("nce Harter 
•-. A. Garrison 
Mrs. Albina Sherman 
Charles Curran 

OLD b"3"iiS OF FAITHORN 1'0]i!S5IP 

i:enominee Democrat 6/l9/8G Pembina. Miss Grace Clark 
aas charge of our school . She can rna;::e the young shavers come 
to time . Grace is a fine young lady aad among her many 
o.ccomplishments she con d.rive a span of mules o.s good as any 
man. (llrs. Grace Salzeider, 194-0) 

d 



l.!enomineo Democrat 6/19/ 86 Pembina. .tt H. \fitbeck'e 
farms they have 200 appl e troeo in full bloan. Fronk 
McComley is foremnn of the farm while his wife attends to 
bnsh and doughnuts , 

nie K, c. Colll")any 1 a farm' can boo.lit ot the finest 
looking oats around. 

William Holmes was up here with the river drivers to 
break the jams at Long Island and 'lh1 te Rapids. 

Menominee Democrat 10/W/86 Pembina. Surveyors are 
running a line for the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and So.ult Ste. 
Marie R. R. one and one-fourth miles north of here. 

Menomi.nee Democrat 1/29/87 Pembina, We are building a 
dnm across the Menominee River four miles southeast of 
Pembina. Our Clll!IP is the lower one owned by the :Boom COlll;_)OllY• 
Som A. Windsor is the efficient foreman. 

Menominee Democrat 5/28/87 Pembina. The whole country 
hereabouts is on fire and we haven ' t seen the sun for a ~eek. 
Tht> roo.d between here Wau.cedti.h wo.s on fire so that no teams 
could get through. 'Ine 'Sault Ste . Marie Rail11ay folks are 
grading be tween here and Hermansville. 

Menominee Herald 6/W/87 Pembina. A dozen or more 
Ital1o.:.ia arrived from Chicago by water Monday morning, bound 
for Pembina. 

Men011:inee Democrat ll/l~/87 Pembina, New brid&e over 
Menominee River at Pembina hae ':>een finished. The new railroad 
is oractically conmlete through Hermansville as far as Gladstone. 
Trains will run regularly about January 1. 

Menoltinee Democrat 6/16/88 Pembina. On the evening of 
June '9J , be tween eight and nine o 'clock on the Soo road a 
t errible accident occurred one-half mile east of the Menominee 
River Junction. The freight train ran into a drove of about 
40 oxen owned by E. Wi tbeci: & Company, killing seven of the 
oxen ond injuring several more, T"ne locomotive 1v~s ditched 

and soashetl, also five box co.rs. One oft~- bral:e~e:i wos 
injured in jumping off, the rest of the crew fortunately 
escaped • The track ,1as torn 'll? about 50 feet . 

Menominee-Democrat 7/10/90 Pembina. The Fourth of 
July passed quietly,. The mosquito band ap;ieo.red very early, 
and the bumblebee was here w1 th his lazy CJUl!l• 

:.enominee Democrat 2/7/91 Pembina. A party of local 
men had a bear lrunt. They followed a hole in the gro-und and 
worked hard for about half a day. W"aen they came close to 
the animal ' s hiding place, a little stri~od animal came out. 
How the party did scatter J When they reached home , the ladies 
took brooms to the brave hunters . Some had to live in the 
barn for days to dispel the perfume. 

Wistr and & Johnson have W-35 m03n in their cedar camps. 
Martin Hayes has a crew of 10 men. Cook Bros. have a camp on 
the Soc line . ~ank Ton is logging for F.amilton & Merryman Co. 

Menominee Democrat 11/9/95 Fait.horn. 'fue Fence River 
Logging Company will have a camp here nnd put 6, 000,000 feet 
of pine into the Menominee F.iver this season. Geore;e B.."'.l'tcr 
and son ,till put in some pine and cedar this ninter, employing 
12 men. 

ilenominee :iercgl_ 5/4/1900 :Forest fires o;;:tend along 
the river on both sides for a distanc'.'l of, n hundred miles. 
Hermnnsville -r.as t~ireate:ied 1.i.:idnoslk.y eve.:i:ig. One of -.he 
camps of tile Wisconsin :i:.anci and Lumoer Co . m. th some logs was 
burned. A big crew was employed digging ditches and carrying 
water . Only t,1e hardest work saved Faithorn Junction., Pembi~ 
and Fisher (Kosa) from being burned. Several thousand dollars 
worth of cedar stock: at White Rapids belonging to the R. w. 
Merryman Con;_pcey, was destr oyed by fire. It was lying on the 
bank of ti.le river. In places the logs in the river were 
actually on fire. There is fire everywhere and the flames 
are spreading. No such fire has raged since that of 1871. 

Menoru.nee Herald 9/23/05 Nadeau Bros. mill at Brooks 
near Fai tilorn burned Thursday. 

I 



Town 37 North of 
~e 25 ,fest. 

Gourley To'l"inship is 
the only township in 
Menominee County which 
includes exactJ.¥ one 
surveyor I s tomiship. 

\ 

' 1~· -4/1'1~ :" .,a.-./ '(' 
. ~1! ;t 

·--------~·-~--~ 
Schools a.id Roads. 

Gourle7 Toffllship has 
no Villages alld no 
railroads. lla.11 comos 
in en rural routes 
from Carney and 
lilson. 

OOtlRLEY TOWNSHI'P 

lha,'t lal) y §llj;Vl'lYOl II Saw 

In August, 1847, surveyors began to laY 
out the tom now called Gourley Township. 
Little was done then and the work ceased in 
October. Surveyors spent a li ttle more time 
in the field the following SW11Der e.no. again 
dropped the \'TOrk unfinished. After a long 
interim the survey was resumed in August, 
1852 alld finished in September, al though 
the sworn statement of its completion was 
not mo.de until July 12, 1853 by George o. 
Adair of Macomb County, the laet deputy 
surveyor on t.he job. 

In his general description of the to,m-
ship he wrote: "The surface of this toffllship 
is mostly level. The soil is sandy and 
sandy loam 'lfith limestone rock bottom. 
Cedar River runs throll(;h this township . It 
is about 150 liilks (99 ft , ) wide, and rapid, 
w1 th low bar.k and sandstone bottom. The 
timber en dry land is hemlock, sugar, yellow 
birch, wili te pine, lynn (basswood) , cedar , 
etc. In sffomps, cedar, tamarack, spruce , 
black ash, etc. 'l!:lere are some ridges 
running through this township • • • almost 
invartabl,y northeast a;id southwest. !!hey 
vary from 10 to 70 or 80 feet in height. 
The s tresms are lively. There is some white 
pine in the township." 

One white pine mentionod in the surveyor I s 
landmarks is described as 50 inches in diameter. 
Other trees simil~ly noted are "sugar maple 
18 inches 1n diameter , n n yellow birch 24 
inches in diameter, n "bcmlock 30 inches in 
diameter, 11 cedar 18 incbos, tamarack 16 inches, 
and ironwood 10 inchos in diS1Doter. 

J. catastrophic storm appears to hare 
struck in the southeast ._,art of the toffllab.i p 
some years prior to the coming of the 
surveyor for after setting the SE corner 
post of the township James H. Mullett, D.S. 
noted "much fallen timber in that locali tya 
and at other times referred to n the wind-
fall" and in one instance wrote, "Timber 
mostly fallen, some scattering hemlock and 
sugar standing, thick undergrowth of briers, 
vines, small hemlock and cedar." 

From March 19, 1863 until December 17, 
1920 the land now in Gourley Township was ia 
part of Cedarville Townsilip. At the latter 
date Gourley was set aside as a separate 
township, deriving its name from the settle-
ment of Gourley, which carried the name of 
its founder Arthur Gourley. 

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP-ITS PAST .A.ND PRESENT 
By Mrs. Flossie Lacount 

Big logging camps that housed from 50 
to 75 men were bull t in Gourley by the Spaldi:ig 
Lt1111ber Company and later sold to the Crawford 
Company. Camp "J" was on the bank cf the 
Big Cedar River on the place now owned by 
Louis Mack, Jr. and Camp "I" was up on the 
Ray Wery place. It burned and was rebut lt 
near tho ~.,-ard place. 

Timber was cheap a.t one time, big sound 



knot-free logs were worth only four dollars per thousand 
landed on the ri vor bank. where deli very was made. A dam was 
built 011. the river down at o1-d camp 11'B11 in Cedarville Townohip 
to maii:e it ".>Ossible to drive the logs down river eacl1 S!)ril'lg . 

One s-:ring during the annual s~ring drive an old Indian 
was set. to- wn tch the logs where a sl:larp bend in the rt ver 
always cau£ed the logs to ,ile up- in such a way es to make a 
big jam. logs started to come down river, onl t:'18 to the 
tradition of t he stream started to "Oile -up . The Indian set 
out on a run down tile road to where some river drivers were. 
crying out. II.Jam - Dom l Jam - Dam I' Hence tilis bridge. 
and this little community at the northeast corner of the 
townshi7 i11::ve from that time forth been called Jom Dom. 

has the greatest number of members of any church of this 
denomination in the Upper Peninsula. For many years a church 
school was operated; but this has been closed since the 
spring of 1936. 

A quiet little co\liltry church yard cemetery lies just 
,1· ·._ behind the cnurch where a tall blue S'Oruco stands 

;" \ guard. Some of the pioneers lie peacefully at 
. 1'; .... r est in this quiet spot. • • 
J ~ - .. ... ' .· -

Modern bridges have reylaced tne olci inverted ty-pe V 
bridge which bridged the :Big Cedar River in four :,laces. !I.he 
last one to be replaced was tl1e Old McCarthy :Bridge in 1936. 
The river winds its way in a leisurely manner from the north-
ern to the southern border of the township . 

Maybe the pioneer fathers who established this school 
A ~ay sentinel still stands guard at this 

picturesque snot. nis home swinging aloft from the 
tol)lllost brEnch of a big water elm, the Baltimore 
oriole r.i tl: his mate may be seen by the observant 

-~- -J-ook some tnought of the fact tnat the 0tradovec hill, one of · 7 \the stee::_)est in Gourley, is located near by. I.any a lad and 
passerby. '(.) / _,:,lass nas received soam big thrills and some big spills sliding ,1 

tf ~ -fir~~ -/• and skiing, even though both par en ts and teachers marked it &: 
T'ne little log schoolhouse built in 1890 burned in tluj/ as Forbidden Ground. \ \ \' 

s-oring of 1913 and two months remainill6 of the term wore 
t~-ught inc little house on w11at is now tne Peter Wojakowski NQur fat,,or •s first team was a ham of oxen. ~;•~i." '• ,· \ .. 
place . A r.cw sc,.oolhouse of frame construction was built Ifot l ong ago we found an old snoe that had been ~~~;,;:I . .. 
across fron. the old one in the sumnor of 1913, and school was used to shoe the oxen years ago. Ox shoe s were I \\ ""'{Ji\~ t 
o:,oned in fan now schoolhouse in the fall . made in t7.'0 )Ol'ts. " (Jos. J'I.SPer) ,;.,Jl. :"' · ~- - · -

~a.ay of the people in tnis comaruni ty were of :i!elgian or 
French ,arentage and nearly every boy and girl learned how to 
skate on tl e old cut-off, as it was usually called. back of 
the schooll ou.se. The cut-off was a deep hollow ,rnere the 
water from the river backed up. !.!any an adventurous lad has 
taken a ducking here for going skating when ice was too thin. 

!.!any of 1.he people of Belgian and French ::,::,arentege in r--· · •· 
this COlllll'\ll'..i ty were Seventh Day .Adventists and in the year J,i;-;.~ "':, 
1906 built a caurch at the corner, and in tile back :,_:,art of - ' ~!- ;.· 
Lhc church made a schoolroom. ~l :i:laurain, Peter l'lery and 
Antone Lanaville were some of the men to ,ut much thought and 
labor 1nto the construction of this small church. Th.is church 

- - ~-- 11 --..... 
The peo,le in what is now the G)urley district started 

a little log scnoolhouse and tao rafters were up when due to 
some dissatisfaction en the place where it was located across 
from what is now the Laddie Jerabek farm, work on it was 
discontinued. In about. 1904 or 1905 a frame bUilding was 
erected lllhere the Gourley school now stands. 

One of the first sawmills to be located in Gourley was 
• on the old McCarthy place , not far from McCarthy bridge. • 

The mill was on Gourley creek, and was operated by a J.ir< Andrew~. 

There is many a favorite srlmmi~ hole out -oerhat>s the 
one spot most favored by· swim::iers is LaCount 's High :Binks. 

I 



Oftentimes on a warm summer evening 75 to 100 ~eople may 
be counted taking a slide down 1.he big sand ba.Dl: into the 
river. This is also a favored picnic spot because of the many 
big maple, beech, and hemlock trees which afford plenty of 
shade. It is located about one-fo1.lI'th mile southwest of 
i.!cCartby bridge. 

Here is a favorite spot to see an occasional .deer stanaing 
in the vrater, or maybe an old duck sailing majes--11- tically down river with her newly hatched brood. 

~~ometimes you will see a duckling riding dol'IIlstream 
_ ., ., ::Perch,:d atop his mother I s back. 3ig g:ay squirrels 
·--:-- - -· .::..~-~'.la.ttel:'~ away in the trees and an oecas1onal big 

- -· ·- -~ black squirrel is also seen. 

About oae-half mile east of the HcCartby bridge, on the 
banks of the river, is a big spring sp1.lI'ting out from a clump 
of willows :;,art way up the bank . .and in winter when its water 
flows over tile snow and ice it has a decidedly reddish cast. 

On the sunny slopes where the poplars grow 
near ~e little marshes in the southwest part of 
the toYIIlship the ground is covered with that 
fragrant :lic.iigan floner the trailing arbutus, 
and in summer t ime the little marshes, and the 
big ones too, are filled With luscious blue 
berries. Fires have gen~ through and blackened 
stu";)s of tamarack which still dot the marshes. 

,_>at lovely rar& flower the lady slipper found in seclud-
K-... ed spots is often found in the low damp places. I Nat1.lI'e bas been lavish with beauties in this 

little corner of the world. 

i{any of tile folks in the south~rn and western 'Cart of 
the townshl:_, are Bohemian. They too, like the few Germans, 
:ilelgians, and French came from near Green :Bay and 7.ewaunee . 

of taem belong to Lodge Perun; in the northwestern corner 
cf tile townsbi!> they have a big ball at Four Corners whore 
the:1 holci. social gatherings . Han:,- of these pco:,le are of the 
Catholic faith. 

Gourley 

About the year 1905 .Arth1lI' Gourley, wi.o in partnership 
with a Ur. :1311 bought the Jasper and :Blahnik mill, founded 
the li t.tle to,m of Gourley. A general store end post-office, 
a saloon, saw and shingle mills and about 18 houses made up 
the village. .1 S,1.lI' railroad was built, coming in from Indian 
Town. Some old timers still remember i·ts rough road bed. 
ciu,antities of logs and lumber were sai:i:,ped out on this rail-
road. In 1914 a large Catholic church ~as built across from 
the Henry Jas,,er farm. No services were neld regularly and 
the ch1lI'ch Vias never finished. fuen the timber was gone the 
little tovm of Gourley became a deserted village. Some of the 
buildings ,1ere torn down and some 1'1ere moved away. The mills 
were dismantled and m'ved away, the railroad was torn up, and 
the only thing t .at still remains at the site is the foundation 
of the old ice house and store house of the store, which was 
mo.de of concrete and still ma,y be seen on ti1e Joseph :Blahnik 
place across from the Gourley hall . 

In 1938 ;;h-J big Catholic church 1Tas sold. to Joseph 
:i3lahnik and was razed. The timber is being hauled to the old 
site of Gonrley and use4 to moke a large barn. As the logging 
industry was a major industry years ago so now the dairy 
industry holds first place al though tilere is still a little 
logging going on each year on th(' cut-over lend whore tho 
second growth timber bas reached salable- size. 

There ai·e still a few places whsre big 
timber stands , most of these pieces of woods 
are the center of tho maple syrup iniustry 
of t:ne to1mship. Many gallons of th? delicious 
syrup are made each ear wnen syri ng is ushered 
in with the mell of wood smoke and that tangy 
sweet odor of boiling sap. 

...-. I 

In 1935 some of the fathers of students of high school 
age decided to ask Harris Township to send a school bus into 
Gourley, because Gourley was not a large enout;h town to afford 
to run a high school. Each of the three school districts was 
to pa,y a given amo-unt to Harris Township for each student from 



tnat distxict. T'.ne first year .en children took advantage of 
ti1is cnance to go co higa school and the number aas been 
increasir,e each year. 

Reminiscences 
As told to me by 1!rs. :ilonna :Baurain, SUJIJT,er of 1940 

:~ nusband Emil and I were mar:.-ied in Se::_>tember of 1883 
near Cascc, iT.;.sconsin ; :ve cDme of 3elgian -,arentage. Very 
soon after our rtarriage friends brought to us T1ondorf'u1 
stories of th~ beauty and opoortunities of the place that has 
been my !lcme for these 56 years . '.7e came late in September 
of 1883 tc !:adcau where rrry sistP.r Mrs . Julfl 3ellin livod. 
One lovelj Indian summer day in October !lr. and Mrs, Jule 
:Bellia 1:r. and !Jrs, Celestine DeShane, my husband and I 
started o\,t to walk through v1oods over a rough trail to 11here 
our future homo .,,as to be located. ';T,1en we come to the 
swamos vie st;,ned from one hunmock to another to get across 
them: anC: oh, -how ma.n;r swamps there se med to be l Each hill-
top wa.s a flaming mess of red and gold t,'!j.s beautiful autumn 
day. 

Tho r.,en folks in our ·)arty eaci1 had chosen a location 
for a honestoad so that fail three new log cabins oore 
constructed an~ then a road was cut through the woods to 
Nadeau ar,C: Nevi Year I s Day of 1884 my husband w1 th a team 0£ 
oxen one! c sleigh took !Jrs, DeShane , my sister, !.!rs. :Bellin, 
and m'l to our ne17 homes in the woods. ii'e came first to IIIY" 
sis tor' s cabin which consisted of one room. '.i'ue logs bad 
been \'loll her1ed on the inside of the cabin. All around and 
oven close -up by the door stood big somber cedars-this cabin 
wa.s bUil t wilere the barn no'l1 stands on the Tbeo::,}lile Duca 
place. 

T:.1ey toli! me th.~ t our cabin was not coonle te and t.hat I 
must stay wit~ my sister awhile but I insisted thct I should 
see it a~c there it stood only a tiey log cabin with big 
lonely hemlocks closing in on every side. I went back to 

.,~1•. my sister ' s cabin ana. we Wo;_)t together at :1r . . the bleak loneliness 01 what to us seemed 
~-,J•I"'~-~ a dreary :_:, laco . :By snring foe h.:mlocks and • ;JI! .,. 

cedars were cut around our cabins so the t I coci.d see t o my 
sister ' s w.uch was only a short distance awey-. Jesse Evrard 
now owns the place where we homesteaded a quarter section. 

In 1 890 the first schoolhouse 11as bui.l t of r ough l ogs 
just across the road from 'l'lb.er e the present one now stands. 

boy Joe who was five years old was one of the first to 
attend. Uiss Etta Clifford was the first teacher. 

liote : 
(iJrs . :Baurain is now 75 years of age . She has been a 

ondly, helpful, friendly woman. Always t-ere r1hen a new 
life ca.Je into this lonely frontier. and always present when 
that grim reaper Death made his appearance. She lives now 
in a tiny cot age , bordered by flowers , in sight of what for 
so maey yoars was her home . ) 

P.eminiscences 
As told to me by Joseph and Heng Jasper 

Our father rtenry Ja1r,or , Sr, Cl!lle to Gourley from his 
home ir. Kewaunee in 1884. iie took uo a homestead of 160 
acres of rich land v1hich Tfas cQvered- with hardwood, hemlock, 
and cedar. !,o road led to tr.is place, Tile nearest road. 
wnich was not much more than a trail came from Carney and 
wounc. arcund to old camo "H" which •,as located down in the 
olc. llDevil 's Creck11 district, about four miles ~ay. 

After he had been located her e about six months he heard 
of anotner neighbor li'olf :Rhode about three miles east, who 
had also homesteaded a quarter section near the Big Cedar 
River and like him was a man of Ger;nan parentage from near 
Green Bay. 

These two young baci1elors deci.led one day to take their 
compasses and make a circle thr ough the woods to see if by 
any cilance they might have some near neighbors. They came t o 
a lit le settlement of three smal.l newly constructed cabins 
where :lnil Baurain, Jule Bellin, and Celestine DeShane, had 
come in the fall of 1883. They guessed that this little 
settlement was about five miles away • 

t 



TolllDY Verville , another young man, had homesteao.eci the 
place west of the 3enry Jasper homestead but stayed only long 
enough to urove lJ:J on .us claim. One time had gone 
away for a· few days anc. 11hen he a.ITi ved at hls small log cabin 
ae safl tno oen carrying his small heating stove out the back 
a.oor as he entereci. foe front door . The robbers c.id not get 
away with t:.leir loc t . 

me stor;r is told of a strong man known onl7 ·oy .he name 
?.'cl>enstein, who used to break into the settlers' cabins and 

lW father Wolf Rhode came from near Green Bay. iic 
constructed a small log cabin on tho quarter section he took 
Up for a homestead. i'lb.e.n he had it all coll!>le te except for 
the windows and lumber for the floor he walked out to Spalding 
in COID!)ally of Florian Reigner uho later became his brothcr-in-
la11. He bought windows and lumber for the floor of his new 
cabin. He then made the lumber into a raft placing his windows 
and a small box of groceries on the raft together with his axe 
and his gun, without which he never went anywhere . 

logging c::.m:,s• ?.e flould take what he 11anted and all-1ays leave :re started on a voyage down the Big Cedar River which is 
the door o-:>en for ta._ 'DOrcupine to complete the devastation about 15 miles from Spalding to l7here his cabin r1as located 

· of these lonely frontier cabins . Finally the ..;.only a fen fe-,t from the river• s bank. The water '1as high and r~-:" s,1eriff came :ind hnndcuffed him_ and because -~e _curre_nt swift so he made excellent ,rogress until the raft 
~.,f o f cis great strength chained hi,;: feet to -~r:;;- ~A~, ~-;:: was swept by the current under the low 

I •~ i .•,-· some logs in a settler's bnrn. 1'.ro men ::::e- f>.-;,:;:,.f_,;µ( ,_~ hallging branches of a big cedar. t.:r. 

.,. 

, -.,. • l , -._ g-..ui.rded Jim during the night xic thP. next day _ .,;-· "J- 1 7 ; -~'":'"" Reigner was s11ept off into the river 
.!-:--==i= •· 1 

:._ • -:-, ~ rias l!ll'lde to v,alk out t.he long tre.11 and -;<~-- · -- '• along vrith th.3 gun and axe, and the box 
_;"!{.:- j r ,_r>t \d~en to l.:enominee. <,, ... >~i,",(_:,.-~u. ~; ti: - ~ --' of groceries. ,:r. Rhode could not ewi.m 
It·,. 'L - ·_...,. l·•'-,;::., · , ,~--~ . ••• ' • '!..-. '": .! .:J;.. •-· .. but he clung tightly to tile limb nnd 

1 4 \ -.-.,.1_- ; ", r . ,; • father and his brother 'meodore and the - - managed 1.0 'Dull ,lims~lf to tl.e riv •r 
1- •\• ...:_'t>'½;.·f_._/ ;/'-• 110 "Blahnik brothers, Jose?h and ?.udol!)h, bank. :le ran dorinst.ream until he mnnrgod 

!\._!,.;, built n small lumber Md shingle mill on the to get hold of the run,•may cr~ft. Hr . :!=.eigner swll!II to shore 
·onn1cs of Gourley Creek P.tere the little town nnd lllallat;ed to save a few of tile things tnc t hc,d been d'l.llllped in. 

of :;ourley l~tcr stood. The mill burned about 1904, it is A can of bnking powder was one of the things. they tried to get 
tilo'lGilt t :~c fire caught from s..,arks falling in the sawdust . the axe <nd gun but the water wcs too swift and deep. Later in 
Tile mill was rebuilt. and later sold to Hall a.,d Arthur Gourley the s-ummer T1hen the wnter was low he returned to the spot and 
,in,.. late::- f ou.-.ded t :1e town of Gourley. fished out hls axe and gun. 

Before this time our father and \7olf Rb.ode ilad married 
and in lSOJ two no~ families moved into the district, Herman 
LaTherias, a;:d Frank Otradovec wno with us t,vo bots, our sister 
Agnes, and our brother John; i!:a\herine , .Annie. and Florian 
B::lode , 1;he Otradovec and LaTherias chlldren ma,;.,. enough in the 
district to establish a school. A little frame sc .. ool wili ch 
still stands was c ~nstructed in a central location for these 
.four families , This school was o·)ened in foe fall of 1900, 
:.!iss 1;ellie 3roo.:s of !.:enominee being the first teac:ier •. _ 

F.emini scences 
As told to me b:r, !lrs. Ka titerine l~ck l'J / 

\l'hen his cabin was finished he bou,;:;h t a. cook stove out at 
Spalding anci arranged with tT,o of his neighbors to help him get 
it from S:!)alding. They carried it down thP trail. Loose :,ieces 
such as the lids and oven doors were ,ut in a sack and one 
carried tilem on his back. The other two nut a pole through the -
oven P~t__ o:t~ ti·~ :ve. ·'::thea:: two d8?'s to carry it /ut. ,.... "- .,.i.. . ~~/'o"J{• . / ' 1 ,.: . . . 0: ¥~-· ?"?"~ .~,:" 

l\ 1· - ~~~"4' . ~- ·. . . :ti~~ -
~-. I t , , \_ 
":\V'/' 1;, -~(Ytt- • 1 \\.\;'I ,. : ... 



?ominiscences 
.A.s told to iiieliY75-~th-?r Lacount 

T'ne .,out.iern end of the Indian reservation extends into 
the northf't> st corner of Gourley To,ms.1-ii!)• Tee story is told 
of an I nc.i ;,-.• '!'ami ly w:io lived or campeC:. years ae;o on the 
J ose-,h DeGrave ,lace one night after dark. 'me Indian squaw 
went down to the spring wtich lies near th'J DeGrav'J creek, 
a lynx ju..n;-ied out and snuffed out her life. It is said that 
she vias buried just across the creek and U!) the hill. Today 
there are a few graves in this old field wi ti': sor.io strands 
of barbed vire around to ::Coep roving stock away. 

Kind f1"iends searched all aftLrnoon fo1· l-.i"i and a bout 
4 o 1clock e large group of river drivers l~ft their work and 
ceme alor.g to send those l ogs downstream. Just es the sun 
• as setting in the v,est, they found him in the big slough hole 
with only his cap above T1ater, a ceiar ';)Ost between his feet 
and the vlillo11s claspe<i tightly in his hands . The boss of the 
river drivers carried the lad uo tru s te.ro bonk to his home 
near by , th, river driver s wallct.ng behind- two by two , TTi t h 
their caps in their hands. 

Tom DeGrave also was one of the earl;• \ 1:i-6/ 
1,ioneers :~c. was known to ma;iy of his frie:.:ids )1)' '(II 
as uncle Tom. :ie was a keen woodsman and 'I 
hunter. One evening near dusk as he 11as t , 
ilalf a r.:ilo from lloue he saw a bear and :~/ _,; ,,. - --.. ;-, ; 
picked up a club and chased it up a t r ee. Jf/r,1 : :·. ,. • 
He called anu yelled till some of his • ...p::, J .. - ~ ... w, .. --,·1. .• 1• ~.f:... 
neighbors came Ylith a gun and shot ol d---0 /· -- ' ~ ., > 
Bruin. The bear fell from the tree and scamoered in the woods. 
The ne:xt morning at darlll Uncle Tom roturned to the tree and 
tra~ed t~-:o bear to a hollow log uhere he found him d ad. 

One spring in J.pril Pros,cr Ponton, a lae. of 13 years, 
11ho lived rrl th his folks n"ar the old ::ccart:~· Jrid&e was 
sent on an errand to some neighbors. As he crossed the brid&e 
the ri v~r t·as high e:::i full of logs. r.m cu·~ v.: from u, ~he 
riv.Jr ;1ad stnrted but t.1ere at the brid&e the logs seemed to 
be solid eno"Ugh to rralk across on. :!e got lo1m on the logs 
and ran back arui forth across while his brotner Clarence stood 
on che bric:;ge calling, and calling for him to come bacic. 
ProS!)er crlled. back and eaid he was goi:ng to run up the river 
just once . me,·e must have been smaller logs ·0 s he reached 
the benc. fer they would not hold his frail weigh·t·and he 
began to si:-lk. but managed to work tonarc. shore . The banl:s of 
the river ,ere low and th~re seemed to be a slough hole at 
last. nefrre tlelp could r"ach him, his voice was hear d no 
more . 

/ . 



HAllRIS 'l'OINSHIP 

lbat EarlY Surveyora Saw 

Harris !o11Dship with an area -of 144 square miles is made up of 
four surveyors ' towns, or townships. 
One of tho correction lines for the 
state runs between towns 40 and 41 
Nor th. Early surveyors finished 

-
' I-

' . the t1ork of laying out these towns 
in the sumner o:f 1852. Iron depos- 'J:. 
its are indicated, for the survey-
ors ' field notes say that certain 
lines n c ould not be r un with the 
needle. n Toe stream now lmown as 
Ford lli ver a1,1qs appears in the 
no tes as Fort River. 

_') 

38-25 
11 'Ihc sur~of this township 

is level land, second and third rate 
sandy loam. Timber : hemlock, sugar , 
yello~ birch, 1:,ynn (basswood) , bee ch, 
cedar. etc. In the swamps , cedar, 
tamarack, and. 1nruce. Streams are 
generaJ.ly lively, limestone bottoms, 
clear, good water. Variation chaxige-
able , so mu.ch so that it will not do 
to run Tri th the needle. 11 

39-25 
"The surface of this township 

lies in ric\ges and swamps which prin-
cipaJ.ly run north.east and. southwest, 
The ridges are good second rate soil, 
sandy loam. Timber: sugar, hemlock, 
beech, yellow birch, elm, lynn, fir , 
balm of Gilead, etc.: in swamps , cedar , 
ta.ma.rack and. spruce, thick and bad. 
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" The variation of the needle is bad. 
'lhe 11est branch of the Fort River runs 
tbrough the nor theast corner of this 
tovmshi-::,, said stream is shallow and 
lively.- Other str eams run south and 
lively, shallow Hi th good water and lilllEr-
stone bottom. " 

40-25 

... 
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" 'Ille surfac~this township, aside 
from the swamps is gently r olling, the soil 
is very good for agr icultural purposes, u 
especially in the northern and eastern 
parts . 

uThere is some good white pine. " "Fort 
River has a brisk current with sufficient 
water for propelling heavy machinery. One 
excellent mill site was noticed in section 13 
near the township line. n 

"The variation in this tounship is 
very fluctuating, particularly in the north 
and west parts where it ~es alternately 
from east to west, reachi:ng as high as 40• •" 
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41-25 
" The surface of this township is 

mostly level. The soil i n the greater portion 
is sandy and sandy loam w1 th a variety of 
timber, such as hemlock, fir , ~hite pine, 
sugar, yello11 birch, spruce, aspen, cedar, 
etc. 'lhe northern portion is level and 
sWalllpY• n 

11 Fort R1 ver which runs through the 
township in a southeasterly direction 1s a 
rapid stream about one chain ( 66 ft.) wide 
and affords many good sites for mills . 
Following the course of For t River is a 
large quantity of white pine of good quality." 

"The variation of the needle is very 
fluctuating. ... • On the line going west 
between sections 26 8]ld 35 1 t i.ncreases, 
going west, f r om 25 degrees at the corner of 
sections 25, 26, 35, and 36 to 95 degree$ 
west at the quarter section cor ner, then 
diminishes t o no variation, from which point 
the east variation increases till at the 
corner of sections 26, 27, 34, 35• i t i ~ l3°E.• 



What Pe01>le See in 1940 

In the surveyor's notes on 39-25, a west branch of the 
Fort ( or Ford) river ia mentioned. Thia is not the stream now 
comnonly called the West Branch, but is Ten Mile creek, ono of 
the outstru:ding natural features in Harris township. Shndowed 
by tall trees and overhanging bushes and vines, Ten Mile creek 
and Forty-Seven creek chase merrily along, crossed and recrossed 
by the highways. Many a fishennan has here been as delighted 
w1 th the scenery as with his catch. 

rn Harris to'llllship thare is still cover for wild life, and 
deer take edvantage of it, browsing on the undergrot1th and 
drink:ulg the fresh waters of the swift little creeks mnding 
through the '170ods. Other game also finds sanctuary in the 
vilder parts of this region. 

Reminders o:f earlier days are much 1n evidence. Hunting 
camps and logging camps may be fo1md here and there. Also, 
in little clearings are some lonely cnbin homes , so primitive 
as to seem hardly habitable. 

Elsewhere are ~rosperous farms l7i. th huge borns and silos 
and comfortable houses. ffach of the milk from their dairy herds 

goes to the cheese factories. Some fur farms have been stnrted 
where wild animals are raised under controlled conditions and 
for 'l)rofi t. 

Harris has been largely settled by pioneers of a more 
recent day than many farming sections of Menominee county. A 
considerable number of the people making "1;> the adult population 
came from rural. areas in Poland and Bohemia and other lands . 
After arrival in the United States some lived for o.wbile in 
cities, l7orking in factories or mills, or in mining regions 
where they delved for ore, but their love f or the soil led 
them to northern Michigan where they could acquire unimproved 
lands at prices they could pay and where by their own efforts 
they could establish homes in a farming country. With long 
hard hours of toil lllllJlY have succeeded nnd pioneer days are 
receding into the bac.kgrou.id. i1i.til them pass, too. maey of 
the old customs aDd ways of toe settl ers' ~tive lands as 
families have taken root in America. 

!Ille old ch£ircoal kilns near Wilson. along the NortlDrestern 
tracks are o. present reminder of the times 1.'hen settlers were 
mare interested in the weal th of the wood.la.ids than the wealth 
of the good earth beneath their feet. At Ha=ahville and Indian--
to1m are the last Indian settlements in i.:enominee county. 



HISTORY OF iWUUS T071l:1S~'!P :tarris Townshln Crgo.::ized 

Indians Were the First Setqe~s Harris 'l'offllship is now ono o• the Mrthernmost to,mshiys r-· 11·- in l.lenomin!le County an.:! has a poryulation of 1. 465 according to 
Indians of the Pottawatomie tribe 1-· ~1,~

1
~- the 1940 federal census . It_ consists o! four congressional 

were the first people to settle in tho .:f;L~ •. .-:: ..... ·-: _---._ town~ps ,,,in lc~th and one in ~dth. .1. t •res separ~te~ from_ 
area now known as Rarris Tov,nsbip in /.:.:~ .•,-v- .-=-=._.::_ ·~, Spalding ~Ol'!llship :December 19 , 13C2 and called Harris ~orn1sbip 
18?2. They settled on the land which ..,--/·.;.:--,\.::.... ~•- - -·- in honor of !.iichael 13. Harris who initiated the division because 
is nou reserved for them by the Unitedli:;:_ .

1
•.::~l•·J. • :'..,~-__;: fi:1::-. , of inequalities of ta:iw.tion. 

• I - I-• 1 :; • 1 • 11' 't-.-4 .l • States government and 1.s located three••.,__ ::--, •. • .... ... L.:...:i, j ..:_ ; , 
and one-half miles south of the prese\}1,,. . , -: -:_:.,f }~j~ ::.:' The dense forests in this area attracted men who were 
village of f.arris . · ·.• i., • - ' .,_ 11f"' •• · · interested in lumbering. '7oods.'llen 1 s cam::n: s:,rang uo here and 

there; and as the lumber industry flourished, the camps grew 
~"' Indians built log cabins wi fa ground floors j , into small villages . The villages and a snort history of each 

Jlf • .t:e:;,lows. "_,_ 
and s~lit log roofs. To earn a livelihood for themselves 
they i:ru.ntea, fished, and trapped. Venison or bear meat were 
on til.ei r daily monu. '.!he fishing was done wi th the aid of 
spears in Forty-Seven Creek, Cedar River and the Ten 1,lile 
Creek. Tra19ing began just as soon as the furs 11ere prime and 
con tinucd ti.ro-.igh the winter. In the spring men ths the 
Indians carlied their winter catch of furs to a tradi:ig post; 
at firs.t to Spalding and later to :Sark River. At tho tradi~ 
posts the Indians traded their furs for groceries and ot~.r 
?revisions. 

llic i~lians were primarily interested in hunting and 
trapping anL ne61ected to till the soil even to the extent of 
supylyine; their family needs with vegetables. 

First W'nite Settler 

'nle first white settler in the area now known as Harris 
Townshlp wat Oliver 3ezier. :le settled on a farm near the 
~enominee-Jelta county line not far from Bark P.iver, shortly 
after t,'10 I~cians settled near Harris. Other ~ioneers settling 
in the viciLity between the years of 1875 and 1881 were George 
DeLo\lghary, Patrick DeLoughary, John Keef, Josenh Jilbo , 
John Jilbo, ~- 13. Harris, l.!aurice Flynn, Frank icrutcb, W.cbael 
Kane, and Jcbn Shanahan-

'.V!titney 

'Ifni tney named in ilonor of Charles '/rni tney, land surveyor 
for the Pittsburgh and Lake Superior Iron Compaey, was t1'e 
lar1:; .. st village in the township in 1880. .i';i~ mills and t:10 
lumbcrL,g business offered employment to man,.v people wno 11ere 
housed in log cabins, small company-ownrjd homes or in the 
centre.I bourding l'.outir . A post-office was oot&blished at 
'.,ru.tney in 1851. In a few years when the lumber resourcP.s were 
depleted th1 CO!llJ>any officials moved on. Even r.hcn the logging 
trace 'iias booming, no depot was built at i'init:.ey but a depot 
agent made his headquarters at the general store. 

T'ne liational Pole Comoany tried a noble exoeriment in 
establishing one of the largest farms in t.:ic'.:dgm1 ,(~_: :.,.~ 
with 2 , 240 acres but farming on a large scale was/ ..--::·~,.- .,z-~~.'·· ., <. 
not very successful . The lie.tional Pole Coizr,any 1 1' ~,,;t, .. :_-:.:~~:'- ;..,:.~ 
farm has been decreasP-d to about 600 acres ~d ia :,;:! ,,......,;,..._.,,.,,;;~ _ 
now operated by Mr. Klasek:. i.'.a.ny of the P.:U-ly ~:-:'.--- ·, ~----· 
woodsmen now gain a li•velihood by farming a."ld the ;-, -" •. ::.,...,~-·, · 
harvesti?JG of forest products. The residents now _ •· 
receive their raail by U. S. mail carrier, autoffiobilee nav~ taken 
the place of the early c. & 1;. ~. trains, and lumbering as a 
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business has passed on. 
Swedish nationality. 

l,!ost of the rocidento are of 

Perronville 

Ti:le most 'Orogrcssive village in Harris Towneirl.p had its 
beginnir.g as a- lumbering town. It was namod in honor 
}.!r . M, ? , Perron l'l!lo purchased lane! an:!. constructed a mill 
there about 1891. '!he post-office was establi!lhed in 1899. 

A goncral merchandise stor.,, a large boarding house , and 
a collllllUili. ty ballroom r.ero constructed by l,a- . i'. p. Perron. 
Oth~r structures that follo':lod 11oro two blacksna th shops , a 
doctor • s office and residence , and numerous log cabins by 
the Olll")loyees. '!he first cheese factory was built in 1914 
by 141" . - Serahn. 

A junction railway extended about twelve miles north of 
Perro.n1. lle . The train Gervice consi s tod of or:e passenger 
and expresr train daily and several logging trains . 

ill.ssionarios came to Perronville ani hela. devotions in 
tho scnool or o t:icr builc.ings once t.1 month, ':."ne first 
Catholic cr,urcl:i. was built about 1918 and was destroyed 'by 
fire in 19,2 11hcn tho urecent church was ouilt . Early settlers 
in Perronvillo were 01 French descent but now tb~ ?olish 
na tionali t~· prcdomi nates . 

'fu.e Stato iilghw~ i/,-69 was constructed in 1918. Previous 
to ~t tii::o the vill3<;e was made accessible by train or by 
horse an.:,. ci:.rri3&e over a rough road bedded l'li th corduroy. 

Within t,.e -,;,st few y~ars r.everal residcn ts of Perron-
ville have started cii:::.:crics . Most residents earn thoir 
livelihood by :farming and aarvesting forest products. 

;filson 

The village of 'filson, at ono time known as Ferry Swi tc~ 
was named in honor of Mr. Wilson who was one of the first 
sc t tlers ill thi s area. Iie cons true t<id a large saVl!Di 11. A 
general merchandise storo was bililt by Kr . l.'.aclntyre ond oill 

clll'Olo:,ecs constructed several homes in the ,·illagc. llr , Wilsen 
served as tho first postmaster of the village w.~ch was in 
Spalding Township until the town?hip division in 1902. 

'lne Spalding Lumber Colll'Oany and the !l·on Cliff Company o:f 
Negaunee carried on lumbering operations in this area. In 1898• 
liilbur and Kellogg, establish'!d a pole yard. 

'nlo demand for transuortation of forest Products became 
great enough so faat the Chicago and Northwestern Railw3.3 
officials constructed a d8l)ot and emuloyed men to work twenty-
four ho·.rs of the ~ - Mr. Sparks \•as th~ first depot agent . 
lll' . ·,iil.iac- 3rul::ar<!t, who has acted •ts t:io cicJo t agent since 
1~18, is still enrr,loyed, althougn rnilv,ay officials have made 
pli,ns to discor,tinue til,, dP,:,ot servic'al fo:· lack of business. , 

1 
.. • I ' ·l) .. I ' A churcn was bUilt by the 1-fotbodists abcut 18901bu~ ta.1.s';t ) \ '• ,. ' 

later burned. The Episcopalians have a C!i'JXC:l ,iin th; s "vi!U.1..irt· I, i' I ' I 

'.Tnen th, first school 11as opem•d in 1881-GZ t'h\:, tern• l\\ ,, ·> I 
1 

} l• · 
1·,as only three months. 'Sith censolidatio!l in lthe ~•• I :~r r~.' , • 
tormohip .he !?ilson school no,, :ms three tcac:, ·ro ,, , , ._, .f \\ l ' 1' t t - • 
for grades K- 6. 'J.,,. 1 \ J "' _ .I • • ,e _., 

__.ii. --H:~;c~-=d~f!I-~ . 
!.'.:r . 'Jilliam Kell started a business i:i dealing 1;.th horses. ~-

L~r . ·,:illiam Kell , Jr. is now contirruing t,1!;1 business. The 
first cheese factory was erected in 1910 by 1.illiam :BP.lfry. 
It is new o:med and operated b7 :.:r. n::ilm-e; Olson. The Village 
'blacksmi fa s'hop is no" 01-med and operated by Mr. John Plan sky. 

'mo first general store was destroyed by fire in 1935. 
Mr. irilliam J . Roberge constructed a llP.ri iiroproof sto;;e .2n 
the same location later the srune year. /~m-: , __ 

C,;,_- ,1, - . 
'Ille area surrounding the village of iiilson i~ tod~ ff , 11,. ,,., 

regarded as a first;-class fanning district. -~-. --.::-:~~..c,, · ;-~ 
-- . ---- tit ..,.,_ -Maey formers have develop~d splendid 1"'· . ; .... i '> ' !.,_;,) 1-- ..i -

herds of pure-bred dairy cattle. .Ii.~ 1,/,r-=-r. ,.,.r,,..,J...~ • # 

-- [' t111 I, ,¥ \ Lumbering operationo from second-gro:1fu forests are 
carried on by the farmers during tho r,inter months. The farming 
and lumbering operations enable the residents to earn their 

l 



livelihood. 

Rannahville 

the area as a midwife. She also !Jrescribed t:8-'V l.e ;b recedies 
for the sick. 

Indian Town was once an important railroad. junction. The 
Hannahville, named after Mrs. Hannail Marksman, the railroad branched off to Health' s shingle alld lumber mill which 

missionary, s wife, is located among hills and valleys about was constructed in 1900 about f &-o.r miles south of In< ian Town 
tllree and one-half miles south of Earris. i'7ooded edges of old on the bank of the Cedar River . ~e railway junction was 
bay fields reark out a beautiful landscape. 'me ".:lomes of tne heralded as the beginning of a fast growing city. The railroad 
Pettawatomie Inciians uho live here, are two-story frame hou~s was extended to Heath ' s Mill and on to Gourley Townshl.p. As 
which \7ere constructed by the Federal Government;•-=";-,-~'-:-.-, many perso.:is of Belgian descent settled in region of Heath's 
me iiannahville School and church ,,,,in t~e I~~on/ "· •· · ,. -.. ·. ,_ 

11 
_:;~11, t,1e area is often referred to as the ::3clgian Settlement. 

Reservation ,:tire built earlie:r. me cnurcn is/I \·'· --.·,~- · ·; ··'.r'!' 1 
usec. todcy . The scil.ool which had been closed - _ il t'i!°f"~J,ll~~!-J~ -~. A g~ner~l merchandise store was constructe<i. at ::eath

1
s 

for about ni:ie years, uas reconditioned and .•. Id .. t] rtJ 1~f-! . .:-. llill by iu-. t,,acCauley and Mr. Heath construe tee. a large boardi • .g 
reopened in 1931 ond is still in use. A •~.J .:.. - :::.__.-=-----·· · house for .:.is en:ploy-ees. Railway officials e:-ec ted a rou.nd-
teac~erage r.as constructed in 1931 to accomnodate the~eacher house where locomotives were stored and serviced. ill this 
as there w.:,s no maans c-f travel in the winter time. Mrs. took place near the banks of the Cedar River. 
Flcrence Daul t \ms the first teacher when the school was 
rell!)ened. 

The Incians have a Commun.i ty Club in w1.ich t::ey take an 
active -oar·~. ~e objective of this club is to better industrial, 
health, - educational, and home conditions of its members. 

According to one of the members of the tribe, Indians 
have been livin.a, at Hannahville for almost 70 yea.rs. In a 
li ttlo c::ueterJ near the church is a grave marked 1890. The 
inscri1Jtion i:las tile words-"Elizabeth, daughter of Peter and 
Julia.la ~artin, born ~ovember l , 1885. Died August 5, 1890. 11 

lla.ey ueOPle are interested in the handwork of t:ne Indians. 
~y manuf;,c ture bo•.vs and arrows, moccasins, canoes, baskets , 
a:i~ 01..~er articles symbolic of thoir ancestors . Zneir native 
handicraft abilities enable them to make a li,-tng. 'Ille 
federal government encouraged and subsidized farms for tM 
Indians bu.t the experiment was not successful. 

Indian Town 

The nan:e Indian Town had its origin in honor of Mrs. 
Simons, a.o Indian woman, w:io 6ainec:. modest weal th in serving 

A large dam was cons true ted in the Cec..:u- :al ver and it 
was used durine, the log drive s each spring. T:.,e area boc:.io:id 
until t.'-le forests were denuded. 

Today, only a fev, londmarl::s remain t o c:--.able early settlers 
to recall the rapid growth of fua village anc:. t hen its rapid 
extinction as the lumbering industry waned. Th~ area is occupied 
by fan:iers who arn able to sustain their families by div~rsified 
farming. 

Harris 

Harris, named in honor of Hichael 3 . E.a:::,ic, was fonnerly 
called DcLo-ugbary after George :)oLoughary --o ,1e.s fae first 
white settler in the vicinity of ?.arris. George :JeLo-ughary 
operated the first saloon in the village of !Iarria. It was 
located where the ~resent residence of Davi~ nynn stands. 
M. B. Harris was the first white man to settle with the Indians 
at their reservation. 

then the pioneers needed provisions thr:::• 1-.ad to notify the 
railroad officials r.ho would see to it t!'lat t~e previsions were 
delivered as soon as possible. The pioneer s lived in log 



structures l.ewed to perfection w1 th the broad.axe. All their 
fur niture was ma.de from tho forest products then in abundance. 

M. :B. liarri.s built a shingle and lumber mill at RaITis. 
Following tl ese, a store, hotel and blacksmith shop and a 
cheese factory wer e constructed. Shortly after construction, 
the mill ant hotel were destroyed by fire. 'lho mill was 
rebuilt in 1910 and again was destroyed by fire a few years 
later. 

The garage, now closed, marks the location of the first 
blacksmith shop w,1.ich was owned and operated by Alex Chiver otte. 
'lllP residence nor, or,ned by James DeLougbary marks tho location 
of the hotel bofore it ,1as destroyed by fire. 

now enrolls grades K- 8, inclusive, and includes the area 
previously served by Section 13, Whitney, Radford, and Eustis 
schools. 'llle Wilson school which has three teachers and whiah 
is no\7 enrolling grades K-6, inclusive, has been remodeled aild 
serves the area previously served by Forty- Seven, K1eiman. 
and :Belgian. 'lhe Barris high school whl.ch ,,as organized in 
1922 has six teachers with pupils of grades 7-12 and serves 
pupils in Hanis Township and neighbori~ townships. 'lll.e 
Hannahville school serves only the Indian school children. 
l!r. Fred :Bennette ,1as the first sUl)erintendent of schools from. 
1922 to 1926 and from 1928 to 1930: Mr. Victor Vau,ghe.n served 
in 1926 to 1928. Mr. Joseph ll. Gucky who is still serving, 
has served continuously since 1930. 

Mr . Dollll Lal!elle was the first full time schoo 1 custodian 
The second story of the store , which is still doing em-.:,loyed in the Horris school and i.!r. Peter Glowacki at the 

business in Harris, served both as a school and a church. ' ,. Perronville school in 1936. 
l~iss ~llcn :Forest was the first school tenche~ fue ,.fir'iit;_; ·· , 
school.ilouse now stands and was later ~ved~ · ~~_!.,-: ,f!,;•.~'-~:·, :··~ ~,:· ~--· .. Early Occupations 
near the old highway and is now us¢ p.s a • "!f.'!",r~ f V, ... ,~ "' .' ::,., , _. '. 

r ., -'l'J• I' _, , • ...,. 
residence o'f the school janitor. »4t'··· , ·. , ,, '.',. • . 1

' ·,;,•. !, ; ,. ~, .-..,:Y- 'llle early occupations 11ere fur trading, fishing, lumberiI)6 
~fi I 1"", ,. r, I'. ti ...., "" r f i • and • • Ii,:_;:/ ,,;, , ,,./ .. • r., · :.;- . . .1'p ruung, weaving. 

Schools.,,/Ji.rf•.• · .<-., fr~ . . ···1r:~-~}f.i;t·r-: .1'1,. ..'.i'IT .. -:·,. The occupation that attracted many white pecple to this 
The division_ of' Spald~ng Township~Y..;,J:.y~!l;.;;l/':·~-~~.,.,.r\, S ~- region ,ms the manufacture of charcoal. The first charcoal. 

in 1902 gave Ha:ris To~ship two of the 'i:'f' \'' ,;,/.\~ J<- '< , ~:o 8 ch. was m.rule by placing maple logs eight feet in length on end 
finest schools in 'f.!enOJlll.nee County. One building 17as located in a shallor, pit with a diameter of about 20 feet . Then 
at -:-Uson ai.d the other at Harris. foUl·-foot log·s were placed on top of t'at, other logs in a form 

of a beehive. 'lhe en tire pile of logs was covered with dirt 
Schools were constructed wherever conmuni ty residents with the exception of a small opening at the top in which was 

desired them and had ten or more children of school age. placed dry combustible material. Tb:e ,:_Ji.le of logs was ignited 
School buildings .,,ere constructed in fanning areas when a and carefully watched so that it smoldered for sever al. da,ys. 
group of farmers so desired. Consequently, eleven different The charcoal. was then shipped by railroad to the Union Fuel 
schools \1ere built. up to 1925; namely, Wilson, Ileiman, Forty- Company located at Pittsburgh.. In 1910 the charcoal 
~e~en, :Belgian, Han-is, Hannah.ville, Page or Radford, Eustis was made in brick kilns. The brick kilns were 
,'ihi tney, and Dryads or Section 13. _ .. _ \larger and were usually construe ted on the ~--.,__ · -~ 

side of a hill in order t o facilitate the~.r~ 
Transpcrtation of school children in large , jl . - - ~olling of logs into the kiln. The ocly -;;: 

all-steel school bilsses and consolidation has .. .--::~ :,;. f¥£, tf_ j i > remaining kilns of this kind left i:1 tile township are located 
closed all but four of the original eleven I k.iQ .,:;:, ~ •·> 90·ut Roule 1 s . At present they are used as ice h:nises• 
buildings. Perronville which has four teache ":·•?; 6 - _.... ::....;--



Farmii:g as an occupation developed s l oul ;;. '!:le i:idi vid-
ual desir ir-& to clear some l and made a "bee" and all the 
neighbor s lent he lping hands. Sna.11 ond large timber a like 
was cut do~n, sawed int o convenient lengths, piled up and 
burnt . During the p r ogress of the bee, beor and l"l'hislcy flowed 
abundantly . Fiddl er s appeared in the evening ond danci ng, 
drinking, 1easting, and fighti ng wor e out the night. Ot~r 
bees were in order for such purposes as barn r aising, spi nni ng. 
and quil tii:g. 

Ol d folks I and young folks • dancing part ies wer e hel d 
every Saturday night at the Cl airmont hcuse whore the music 
11as always furnished by fiddl er s , of whom 011 ver :Bezici:- at 
Earri s is remember ed as tho most famous. 

Early settler s carried pr ovisions for the house on 
t~eir backs , walking over winding trails through the f • r osts . 
During t he 11inter months hand-slods ~7ere used in carr ying the 
heavier loi ds. l'o get things from either Escanaba or Spalding, 
the pi on ,.,rs flagged the t r ain at the poin t where th~ir trail 
r eached thr r ailroad track and placed their order 1n th the 
ht,,d of tte train crew. The order ed ur ovisions wer e usually 
delivered the following day at the same ,:,oint that tho or der 
had been given, provided the person ordori~ was there to 
acce~t the goods. 

:!3efore nost-offices r,ere established, 'Oioneers mail ed 
tr.eir letter ~ at any point a l ong the railro~d track by tying 
tile let~er to a hoop which was caught by the engineer while 
foe train 17as in motion . 

If 9assenger ser vice 11as desir ed the individ..ial demand-
ing the r ide would flag the t r ai n and board the caboose. At 
first the onl y passenger service between Escanaba and Gr Aen 
Bay was by boat via Bay do Noc and Gr een :Bay. 

The fi r st sUt>er visor of Harri s Township was M. ll. Harris. 
Other s comorising- the fir st group of officer s uer e : Clerk, 
~7illard French; Treasurer, Frank Lefler; ifigh11ay Coll1Tlissioncr, 
Patr ick DeLoughar.,-. Dr. Walker, ...,hose office uas in Spalding, 
r.as the first physician. 

At that time the stylish women wor e l ong skirts with a 
tight basque and huge s l eeves . 'l'he men wore pe~top breeches 
and German socks. 

- Infor mation gathered by Joseph 3 . Gucky and school s t aff. 

OLD NZiiS o.- P. '\R,l. £0:-il!SHIP 

Menominee Democrat 8/7/86 John J aure , a former living 
near I ndian To\'ln, found the body of an unknown man, covered by 
a ~ile of logs, about ten rods from the rail road tracks two 
mi :i.es from Wilson. The man was well-dres rcec:, but no papers, 
money, o,· valuables of BilY kind wer e f ounc.. 0 ,1 his person. It 
l ooks like a c l ear case of murder. 

Menominee Democrat 2/19/87 DeLou/na...---:-r t,:,ater Earris) 
One and a nalf mile s from Indi an Tol'ltl on v:. c. G: N. v;. By. 
DcLougnary is one of she livelies t little ~.u:g s on the line. 
It is a wonder the railroad company has no s , ction here. 
U. !.!. Harris has a splendid sal'llllill , em-,l o:'ing 90 men, also 
a large general store. DeLougharJ 3rothei•z 'have a set of coal 
kilns - foey are toking it easy. 

Wilson 3/25/9~ 'lhe Easter services of lhe M. E. church 
were a 6 r eat succe e . 

\'ihi tney 2/18/ 93 '.!he Pittsburg V. L. s. Co . are shipping 
about 14 cars of charcoal a month. The weat:ier is not very 
favor able for coal burning. 

i7hitney has the larges t tie contract 0 11 t ho main line 
this winter. Over 40, 000 are out at prese:it . There are 
f 1 ve camps at work with Whitney as beadq_uru: t er s. 

1ihitney 10/21/ 93 Mr. Livingstone au£. son Robbie have 

kill ed thirteen deer since the opening of t~e season. 

Miss Powers is the teacher h!lre . 



I hear tho pussy m.llows calling me 
'Iha popp le leaves are gli s tening 

i:l the sun, 
The snow is molting fast upon fae 

hills1.de 
And clover's growing where the 

watars run. 

I heor the blackbird calling to his 
sweei;ruiart, 

The woodch•.lclt end the gopher have 
come out; 

I 1m fussing m. th nv flies and fishing 
I tackle 

' Cause I 1m hungry and I ' m going 
after trout . 

FIS'.-!IN' 

Today ..-hen I r:as out a-hu."lting 
firewood 

I sa,7 arbutus peeping from the ground, 
.And t'..la t 1 s o sign the speckled trout 

are bi ting, 
You bet I know just \?here they can be 

found. 

.And if they think my flies are out of 
season, 

I've got the fattest worms a trout 
could wish; 

I can smell that trout a,-frying with 
the bacoIJ, 

I 'm hungry and I'm going after fish. 

C. F. Whi teshield 
Formerly of Powers 
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Holmes 'lownship embraces Fractional To\1ns 
3i>--28 and 37-29 and the s½ of Fr. Town 37-28 
and the \7~ of 36--27 and the SW¼ of 37-27 • 
Surveyors con~leted taeir work in 37- 28 in 
1850 and in the other towns in 1852. 

HOLMES TOWNSHlP 

i'lhat Farly Surveyors Saw 

36--28 
" The surface of this township 

is gently rolling. The soil is 
uniformly sand,y and generally 
second or third rate . The timber 
on the dry land is white and 
yellow pine chiefly, with ~emlock, 
maple S1Jgar, fir, etc. There is 
more or less good pino in all 
parts of the town, though it is 
more damaged by fire in tile south-
v1e st ,,art and along the ~.ienominee 
River- than elsewhere. 

0 The swarnos are generally 
nicely timbered ,nth cedar, tama-
rack, spruce, and black ash. They 
are in most cases narrow and they 
border usually upon the small 
streams. The course of these 
streams is almost invariably t o 
the southwest. Where the pine 
predominates there is in some 
places a heavy under~ro11th of 
hazel and blackberry briero. A 
well-defined ledge of limestone 
is found on the line between 
Sections 25 and 26. Tht: island in 
Sections 20 and 29 contains some 
good land and solll8 very good pine, 
though more or less damaged by 
fire . 

11A combination of circumstances 
renders the location of White 
Rapids one of peculiar interest 
and delight. The lands on the 
Wisconsin side are truly delight-
ful. Their gently undulating 
surface presents old fields once 

cultivated by man, but now waving 
in a rich growth of m.ld grass. 
The lands 0.1 th., .Jichigan side 
strangely contrast with these, 
being more elevated and broken, 
and marred by the ravages of fire, 
presenting a forest of black and 
dead timber. Here the river passes 
over an apron of sandstone. When 
the r1 ver is low a portion of its 
bed is presented to view, covered 
with massive boulders . In the 
deeper parts of Lhe channel the 
current is lll\lch broken -u:p by its 
own velocity and the unevenness 
of the rock underneath. 11 

il"'hi te Rapids. "These rapids 
extend a short di stance above as 
well as a sil.ort distance below the 
intersection (line between 29 and 
30dh the river) . 

"Men frequently run dovm these 
rapids with canoes." 

11 The bed of the river here is 
sandstone of nearly horizontal 
strata.." 

11 Near the corner of Sections 
10, 11, 14, ani 15, water slightly 
impregnated nth sulphur was observ-
ed. 1'he Menominee River where 
islands do not intervene is quite 
uniform in its width, being from 
5 to 7 chains (330 to 460 feet) 
wide generally. The stream is 
rapid, and on account of numerous 
shoals where the water is low does 
not afford the facilities for 
business that 1 t otherwise would. 

11 The variation of the needle 
fluctuates from 5•30 , E to 6c30, E. " 

.Along line between Sections 30 
and 31, "old clearing overgroT1D. 



wit~ brusA and briers. " 
AloJ1€: the river bank, going upstream from the line 

between Sections 20 and 29, the surveyor mentions a " W.11 
Site" along the channel of the river on the east side of t~ 
1 i land ""d near the main channel not far from the line arge s , _. t n Al 
between Sections 17 and 20 "John Premo ' s improv~n • so 
in Section 31 mention is me.de of the "head of t r ail from SE 
called lfbite Rapids Trail." 

37- 29 
This fragmez: tary fractional township contains hardly oue 

section of land in the vicinity of Miscauno Island* 

37-28 
"~e s..rface of this township is hilly and rolling, soil 

third rate saney and gravelly soil. The south tier • • • of 
sections timbered witn goou white and yellow pine , hemlo~, 
beech, sugar, lyr.n, birch, elm, ironwood, etc •. The remainder 
is mostly windfall a.;.d swamp. Streams rapid with saney and 
mudey bottoms. foere is a ledge of trap rock at P.:imen~ Falls. 
Swamps timbered 111 th cedar, tamarack, s·_)ruce, black as.i, fir , 
maple , alder, etc." 

36-27 
' This township contains more swamp than dry land. The dry 

land is slightly rolling. • •• Much of it has a good sand and 
gravelly soil. Ko ledges nor mineral springs were discovered. 
Limestone boulders a~ound in the streams and render the surface 
of the land i.1 some places stony.n 

37-27 
"The surface of this toVIIlship is for thP. most part level 

or but slightly rolling. ':lne rolling land consists chiefly of 
slight rid&es l:,ing between the swamps and running generally 
in a northeast and southwest direction. J. large portion of the 
toffllship is S'llalllp which is timbered chiefly with cedar, tama-
rack, and spruce. Some of the ridges ••• have a dense 
growth of sugar , beech, hemlock, fir, lynn, etc. • • • I con--
elude a limestone formation underlies much of this region, 
the outcroppings of which are most plainly discover able on 
the line between Sections 19 and 30." 

ORGAYI ZATIOl-! OF HOUSS I'O'.T_,S?.IP 

For many years sfter the organization of Henominee County 
in 1863, all the ,,est half was Menominee Torms.ni~• On ?.:arch 16~ 
1877 an act was -oassed for the creation of Holmes Township as 
s oon as its organization was perfected. However, there were 
few people ther e and no steps wer e taken to organize until a 
petition was submitted t ~ the s~er visor s in the falr of 1887, 
ten years later. Folloning this Holmes Township was organized 
separately, embracing what is now Holmes and Fa.itnorn townships. 
Fa1 thorn was separated in 19 19. 

11Holmes Township 1,as so named in honor of Tin. J . Holmes, 
former mayor of Menominee and prominent lunberman. In early 
d.ays it iras the favorite hunting gr ound of Chi>;newa and 
!.lenominee Indians whose settl ements were west of the Menominee 
River. Joe Dakota, however, a Chippewa, settled near Chalk 
Hills on t !l!' llichigan side. 'Ihere was a burial ground south 
of \'Thi te &"lpic.s. Hundreds came every spring to the Michigan 
side to lllllke maple sugar and syrup . 

U!fuc first railroad in the township was a narrow gauge 
logging roo.d from what is nou Koss to the farm no,, owned by 
la.Tier Ducat . It 110.s Mlled the Ingalls, ·,'1hite il.apids , and 
Northern. Over it and its branches 500 million feet of 'Oine 
were hauled to the Koss landing and from there floated d;wn the 
Menominee River to the mills a t Menominee and Marinette . Joe 
Dakota took his fi r st train ride at the age of 103." ( NOT.ii:: 
The item of age is a matter of local tradition, anc. perhaps is 
more nearly accurate than the age set down in the quasi-official 
death record. ) 

" In 1893 the survey for the Wisconsin & Mici:igail R. :R. was 
made through the township. Ur. Faithorn, Mr. :;a.than. }dr . Fisher, 
and Mr. Bagley wer e the pr omoter s of this road as finall y puilt/ 

- A. 11. Cliffor d , :Jaggett. 



Burklund Conmunity 

Rokem ' r Shingle mill was in Lake ( then Stephenson) Township 
but it lrtiS F part of what is now called the Burklund coimnuni ty. 
It was located about one-half mile southwest of tile place where 
the Swedish Lutheran Church now stands. Here the shingles were 
made and taken to Daggett to be shipped away. interesting 
thing about this mill was that a railroad from the mill to 
where the logs ·:1ere :;,icked up was made of thin cedar :_Joles 
i~stead of iron rails. These cedar rails or JOlos 11cre :,put en 
ton of large logs laid on top of regular railroad ties. 'lhesc 
thin cedar r ails were fastened to the large logs by wooden 
pegs. ~!ules 11ere used to pull the cars on the rails . 

Just north of Rokem ' s mill John Et1nfolt located his 
lumber mill. :.lost of the homes in this community have been 
bcilt f'rom lumber sawed at this mill . Re ope:cated this mill 
alone and saned about three thousand feet a day. The first 
po;;er used was horse po,,er. The drive wheel was made e:1tirely 
of T1ood, cogs and all. The belting was homemade of heavy 
mat.tress material. 

~a l!r. :Iumfelt donated most of the lumber to the 
Lutheran Church which still serves this coimru.ni ty. Ee hand-
carved the altar and interior woodwork. 

!In<! first scti.lers came into the cormruni ty about the 
year lS76. Tll~y had to go to Ste,henson to get to the nearest 
store. Practically all the pioneer settlers were of Swedish 
nationality. 

'.!be Burklund School grounds were donated to the to1mship 
by .1ugust Haggerman. This was the second school built in 
!rolmes Townshi,,, the Pembina school (no17 Brandt in :Faithorn 
Township) being the first . 

.A.t that time both Holmes and Faithorn tol'IDships wore a 
part of l.!eno:ninee Township. The first school in this colXIIIUlli ty 
was built in 1881-2, but about 1901 a larger school was built 
en t:-..c sa;::1e gro=ds S!ld tho old building was used !or a town-

ship ball and is still in use today. 

(NOTE: School was held in this comnuaity for three months 
in the year 1880- 81, although there was no school building. 
It was maintained by contributions. The district was No. 7 
of J.lenominde Township then; W. J . Argabrite was the first 
director. Seventeen children of school age lived in the 
district, eleven of 11hom attended school according to the 
report made for 1881. The salary .,_,aid teo.cners was $60 for the 
three months. The follo~,ing ;,'car m th _. buildi11& that cost 
$600 , school 11i•s held for si:x months. Thirty- o:.ie children 'll'ere 
listed on the census, and of these 18 attended school. The 
1888 census lis tcd 62, showing the rapid gro:1th of the coo:munity, 
anC: 38 of t,,ese 11ere in school . ) 

Most of the pioneer farmers wcra homestco.ders. 'l!hey took 
out tanbark to make their living. This was the bark of the 
hemlock used for tanning leather. 

In 1919 the farmers started a cheese factory. This 
factory i::i owned and operated by the farmers of the collJJIUIUty. 

_/\ - Clarine :Burklund Lance ( 1940) 

Swanson Comuni ty J:c,\ 
-~;.,/ The Shaky Cree:: three miles Tlest of 
• , . • • . Swanson was at one time a very important 

' · · '' ' little s tr cam. :Before the ra1 lroads came 
..._ in this creek was damned u:o ju!'t south 

of the road running west from Swanson. 
twas then used to noat logs on down 
o the Menominee River . 

Two miles northwest of Swanson the :iamilton- Merryman 
Company had a large camp and landing. Here the first ice road 
was built in the lUDber roads on the Menominee River. This 
Company was one of the pioneer colll98-nies of the Twin Cities 
wi fa large holdings along the river here in Eolmes Tom1sh1p. 



Just south of Swa.nsoll was t he large lumber cann owned by 
John Bagley. .A.11 the surrollllding timber was virgin forests. 
!Ibis Mr. :Bagley then owned what later became the Wisconsin and 
Michigan Railroad. It was only a narrow gauge road at that 
time. He later sold this road to the Wisconsin and Michigan 
Comp~ and they built the standard gauge used. 

'l'"oe connunity was named after Solomon SWanson who was 
supervisor of Holmes Township for seventeen years. When the 
railroad came in he asked for the spur at Swanson and his name 
was attached to the locali t;y from then on. 

'l'he railroad company owned the farm Just north of Sl'lanson. 
The sc:iool l'18.s built on ground donated to the township by the 
coa:pany in about 1907. To tbis school Llr. Faithorn, of the 
Wisconsin and l.!ichigan Railroad, gave the large clock whlch is 
still to be seen in the belfry of the school. This clock is 
:nm by 'l'leights. 

Shortly after this spur was put in, the railroad company 
built a depot with a station agent located thore and also 
built a. store and hell near the liepot. 'l'his store t1ns bought 
later by Anton Dolsk;y. Shortly after he bought it, it burned 
and a smaller store was put -up in its place. Joseph Kraloveti 
bought this store and started a cheese factory. T'ne cheese 
box factory was storted by Mr. Xralovetz . 

.\bo,lt one-half mile north of where Swanson nol't is, the 
Intlians Md a large n sugarbush11 where they made their maple 
sugar. 

?fa than Comnuni ty 

In 1894 Nathan was UDheard-of. There 
was onlJ a vast m.lderness; but the 
ll'isconsin & Michigan liailroad was built 
that year from a narrow gauge to standard. 
'l'hen th'3 road was bought by a large dry-

goods concern, Kuh, Nathan, and Fischer of ~~u.cego . 'l'he name 
Nathan was taken of Uathan. 

The first settlers here were Eugene Route, Paul Brunette, 
and uzy-self, c. YT. V:ilkins; nationalities, German, French, and 
Belgian. Fred Golden was also an old settler and is still here, 
and Fred Wachter who was a cedar Jobber, and long since dead. 

Our first ·9ost-office was called i\'i ttmurul, later changed 
to Nathan. Our first school was established in 1897. Our first 
chu:'c:!:l was built considerably later, subscriptions being 
obtained wherever we could get them, to build the Catholic 
church which stands here today. 

In 1896, and later, we had one hotel, one store, and one 
saloon, with several logging camps in the vicinity. 'l'he 
Indians near i7hi te Rapids did a lot of trading her e . 

After the loggj.ng was done, farming took its place; and 
in ree.li ty commmi t;y affairs have improved since the change. 

- c. W. \iilkins, Nathan (1940) 

Banat Communi ty 

The s ettlement at Banat was made in 1909-10 by HUIJgarian 
and Austrian settlers, mostly from St. Louis and headed by 
Frank Schmidt. The original plan flas to live in the village 
and operate the outlying farms. 'l'his plan, however, was not 
successful and most of the settlers later moved their homes 
to their lands. 

The settlers had been told the ~ine stwmJs were very 
valuable for the manufacture of turpentine, and laJlds were 
selected according to the prevalence of ~ine stumps. One o! 
the settlers has told this TII"i ter how an&ry ha was because 
there were so few stumps on tbe t r act allotted to him. 

-A. W. Cliffor d, Daggett (1940) 



(lJOE; ~t had its name from Banat in the Old f:orld, 
an agTicul. tural region in the southern part of the settlers 1 

native lSDd Hungary. I t 1s said the earliest name was Lawri.s-) 

A newspaper clipping of 1909 has the following to say 
about the se ttlement of Bana.t . 

G. H. ~en, agent for the l~enominee Land and Abstract 
Comoany '178.s in the -c1 ty m. th a family of i lllll1grants bound for 
the- new settlement a t Ba.nat, 36 miles north of Menominee on 
the r.. c1. v. R. R. The sett1ement which alreaey has 37 families 
ia u.uque in the county, and prolD'ises to develop into one of 
the most prosperous. 

Composed mainly of German Hungarians, the village is l aid 
out in exact r epro.luction of the method in vogue in the old 
country. 'lhe settlement has one illlllense building 120' x 16 1 

t:M.cil hou.ses seven families ; it is divided into comportments , 
one for each family. 

'!'he settlers are under the leadership of one of their own 
race, who keeps a general. supply of necessaries and sells them 
to the settlers at coat. 

f::i:nns which vary from 40 acres to 160 acres are about 
t:.ree !tliles from the village. 'lhe men and women go to the 
farms every morning and. return in the evening . '!his unusual 
wocedure is ".latterned after the villages of Hungary where 
~ettlements are always a mile or more diatont.. 

Since the settlement was first formed some months ago 
the advancement has been ra.pid. The la:ld ffhich is hlgh is 
covered with second growth timber, mainly hardwood and pine. 
The soil is fertile clay loam and will repay cultivation. A 
ge.neral store buildin,g has been erected, a:ld F. J. Schmidt, 
colonh;er, ,laced in charge. He makes hls home in the settle-
ment ~d directs the ffork. &a.ch one owns his Offll plot of 
ground an.ci -olant what ha desires. 

Menominee Herald-Leader, 11/9/09 

NORTHZRN BALSAMS, OR CHi\.L!r EILl,S COl!.!.IUl.nTY 
• 

The most recent com:auni ty to be develo-oed in Holmes 'loWD-
ship is the one which haa groffll 'lJl in connection wHb the ~e 
electric power plants a t Chalk Hilla 11Dd ·.nu te li.apids. Construe-, 
tion of the plants was begun in 1926 and co111plet ed in 1927. 
~ch of these ;,:>l ants is equi~ed to develO"Q over 10. 000 hora-
power, anci. they are among the largest :9l~ts of the countr y . 

~7hile the dams wer e being constructed r>n< the buildings 
erected large forcesof workmen were on the job. Many were 
accompanied by wives and children who secured such 11 vin,; 
quarter s as they could. The first school was or,;.BI1hed in a 
renovated bunkhouse and was crowded with the children of the 
workers. 'lhe teacher was Miss Olga Oakland of Marinette. 

The pov,er compsey planned a beau ti fully lend sc aped village 
with well- spaced, attractive homes for the families of men who 
would operate the power plants. A commocilous well-quipped 
school building was pre-oared for the children. 'l!his burned 
within a few years and hes been replaced b~- another. 
commu;:.i ty \las the first in the county to have a one--room acbool 
equiP:>ed l"lith electricity, running llater, and a f'urnace. 

?.osebush Lake was formed in connection r,i th the develop-
ment of the hydroelectric plants, end was named for the 
president of the power compaey. 

Legend tells of an Indian battle in tile Chalk Rills area 
l c:-ng ago , and another legend of more recent origin says that 
there was once en Inci.ian mission where Rosebush Lake now 
the land. 'lhis is disputed by those wllo say the mi asion wn 
on the liisconsin side instead. Joe DeCota T1as the 
permanent settler. 

Northern Bal.aams is helllll8d in by the ri nr and an 
extensive game pr eserve. Wil d deer are :,lentiful.• and not 
too wild to make hayoc of gardens and fields. 

For the sake of convenience the -:>eo,,le have their mail 
addressed to l:.he post-office at ftausaukee , f.isconain. bridge 
at Chalk ::il.lls crosses the L!enominee Ri.ver. 
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JOE DECOTA 
By Paul Xrtl.eger 

In the days of the fur traders there 11 ved near Port 
Arthur, Canada on the nor th shore of Lake Superior a halfbreed 
Indian with his fullblooded Indian squaw. The oldest of his 
me.ny children was a very ambitious young buck named Joe DeCota. 

As soon as he was able to pack a musket young Joe made 
for himself a reputation for skilled marksmanship j I 
and for ability to fer ret out Ule most desir able .-i 
locati. on in the woods to set a successful trap line. ~\,t. q 
Even '\.s a boy he outdid nis fellow trai,pers to such , ~f 'K' t - . 
a;;i extent t:'l.at he was soon noticed by fur-buyers for -,1',.f \"' ---· \1 ... '\ the iiudson Bay Fur Comoany w1 th headquarters in - \ .,.,:., 
tile vicinity of Detroit. l..-

Because of Joe DeCota 1s keen sense of dirE!_~tioii" he° was 
,,re sen tly ennloyed as an Indian runner and made many long, 
ione Journe;rs to verious Iru!ian tribes in w · United States 
and Canada . Sever al times he crossed Lake Superior on the 
ice and journeyed southward over the UJrper Peninsula of 
Mici11gan, t;1.e11 came by way of Lake Michigan o ... ie mouth of 
the Wenominee River and noted Green Island in Green »ay1 an 
observation t:,at later ~r oved to be an asset . He also made 
runs to the Ojibway camps at St. Ignace and had c:-ossed the 
peninsula, following the course of the rushing Escanaba River 
named in Longfellow' s poem. 

Joe DeCota, being a trusted and able guide and runner, 
was employed by the Hudson Bay Company as dog team sledge 
driver, whose duty was to haul fur. pelts, purchased by the 
comoany in tile nor th, to Detr oit and thereabouts . !laving 
performed his duty much to the company's liking, Joe became 
their most trusted driver and the greatest risks were 
delegated t o him. 

One S'Oring yoUDg Joe was sent south with a load of 
valuabl e :f\lrs, his l ast for the season. Joe had to make haste 
so as to retlirn befor e the spr ing break:-u,,. He had no know-

la~• of a COJll')e.aa et1d on euch· \ri.,,s 1'nlll! 1ti.o. ta. the 
· main warehouse kept his direction and bearings by keepillg 

the Lake Superior shor e on his left, going east, and the 
Canadian shore, going south. 'llhen returning nor th these 
shor e lines were kept on his r ight. 

Joe r eached his destination with his last load and on 
his wa:, back kept the Canadian shore on bis right until he 
r eached the Str aits of Mackinac, where he became l ost in 
one of tbe worst blizzards he had ever been in. 'lhis r aged 
for several days during uhich Joe pushed on, toward home 
he tho1lght, but he never reached 1 t . In the storm he tho~ 
he made less progress than he r eally did. In the blinding 
snow he missed the St. Mary ' s River and in doing so was going 
westward. having on his right the south shore of the Uppor 

Peninsula, instead of being lost in some bay on the Canadian 
coast as he thought . In the severe gtorm his lead dog died 
ane. the 1·est of the dogs frenziedly fOllght each other until 
all but two wer e dead. One of these was too badly mangled 
to be of any use, and Joe took what he could carry and haul 
wi ta one husky. 

After his sled was cut down so one man and one dog could 
handle it, Joe set c.ut on foot, thin!:1~ :,- 11ould soon r e,.cl:t 
St . Ignace wher e he would be safe. It was not until he 
reached Little Bay de lioc or Escanaba tilat he realized that 
ile was actually lost. The Escanaba River country was too 
rough to try to cross as the snow was got ting soft with 
a lull in the storm. Joe considered turning back but 
decided it would be better to forge a..iead toward the mouth 
of the Menoounee River where he planned to find some of 
the Menominee Indians. 

; 
Joe had taken only eno1.1&h food for a day 

as be had e,ipected tc, walk only across tbe 
Straits of Mackinac to reach the OJi bway 
camp. Now he wo.s tired anil out of food , 
and Menominee was a l ong way off. 1, Ci _; - -
To make things wor se r ain began .i::-~· "-1':,.,:& .i.' --- : 
to fall o.nd slowed his ~Q'<:.;~::b~ -~-...::::: 
pr ogress . Nenr the mout~ ·-



of Big Cedar River he killed his dog for food, which he had 
to eat raw. He was weak and sick. 

Rain kept falling, and the young runner tramped on, 
b ecoming sicker each day. He finally reached the mouth of 
the Menominee River which he recognized by the landmark of 
Green Island. He- continued to tJ-ud&e on after nightfa11. 
hoping soon to reech some Indian cabin, Uuch to Joe I s 
sorrow he found the Menominee Indian camp vacated. The 
Indians bad gone upriver where they were preparing brush traps 
to catch fish in the vicinity of lhi te Rapids where the ice 
went out earlier than near the mouth of the river. 

Joe followed the river, but traveling was worse each 
day; and r1hen he reached Grand Rapids, the place nhere the 
Ingalls power plant is now located, the spring break-up came; 
and large ice cakes crushed and ground their uay down the 
river. So Joe climbed t he bailk:s and after watcbing the grim 
ice and slime of the water chu..-n by, made his wa;y northward 
on land. He was out of food entirely and, besides that, very 
sick, yet he forced himself to go on, thinking h e could make 
his way north by WIJ¥ of the Menominee River and Lake 
Michiganme to Lake Superior. 

It was morning when he began walking north i'rom Si ty 
Islands; :part of the time he crawled, hoping something might 
turn up in his favor. By sundown that night he had o~ gone 
a 11 ttle over one mile, coming to the place where the White 
Ba.i:>ids power plant is now located. He was exhausted and took 
a drink from a epri~fed stream which empties into the 
Menominee River, then walked to the ed&e of a cornfield which 
was planted each year by the Indians. 'lhere he lay down te 
die, hoping someone would find his body at planting time. 

Help came from across the river on the lfi sconsin side 
where, unknown to Joe, the Indians wen camped. A young 
squaw was hiding in the brush watching this stranger's actions. 
When convinced that he was in distress, she paddled across 
the river in her canoe and came to his rescue. 

She took Joe to her camp and nursed him back to 
life and heal th. Now he was her man, and she would 
not have acy other trying to be too friendly toward 
him. Joe DeCota married the young squaw, but found it 
none too pleasant living among his new neighbors. 

He, therefore, took his new wife and ~ --e -
moved over the river into what is now -~;~~-:-
Holmes Township in Menominee County, · ..;_. .-
( 1832). There he built a fine hewn ~ -- _ - · 
log cabin 17here they lived / ' 1l '1•: ' ~·, 1,.. . :,-,

1 
- -

happily. Leaving behind the ••i, 1,AJfftij -~- r(,. - - ---· -
poet or mission where envious ~'Hl_~1 __ · 
fello,llllen lived, Joe chose the .. ~1:.f": 
surroundings where he reared ;, • -
his family. , --~-

He did not desert his fellowmen entirely. as he 
returned at times to mingle with them, especially when 
early white settlers and pony buyers came ove r the 
r1 ver in canoes to lru,y Indian ponies. It was easy to 
buy a p ony when the buyers paid off with bendfula of 
silver coin, placing large sums in silver on a table 
rather than paying with bank note or check. 

There are descendants of the man Joe DeCota still 
living in Marinette and Menominee counties. 



l 
Loll€; ago one Joe DeCota 
:Built a cabin all his ow 
Near a small creek in the timber; 
Thought that here he Id live alone, 
Shoot the big buck with his arrow 
Spear the beauties from the stream. 
Cut the wood to bUild his fire, 
:Broil bis fish and steak, anci. dream; 

Well content 11i thin this woodland 
Such a heaven to fulfill . 
Domi the river was White Raoids . 
Up the river was '.}haJ.k mu: 
Where the northern uike and walleyes 
Lived in waters foaming white, 
Broke the mlter for their freedom, 
But to Joe would lose their fight . 

II 
East and 11est of old l~enominee, 
Oh its banks, here low, there high, 
Stealing softly tbro-ugh the timber 
lAen rri th gu.,s are passing by. 
Why tills troop, why these invaders 
ln the woods along the shore? 
There ' s no war, no hostile Indians 
As in stirring days of yore, 
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Yet each fall these men, this arcy, 
Make the woods like thunder roar: 
Joe DeCota could not stop them, 

-~~1"~ Game by scores away they bore. 
~~1'!~~~~-;-~~~,?'hen ~n spring a wa.ole battalion~ 

----•~"'-""""_..,.,._2?;"-'"•,..,:-"-"'",-,, __ __,~ot with arms, but rod and reel, 

, =.a:--_: .... ::;:z;a 

Caught the l";alleyes, speckled beauties, 
Took tbem all to fill faeir creel. 

HumoA. these "Rhi te men plenty selfish I 
Joe ~eCo ta felt less free, 
.And he looked off thro-ugh too :9ine woods 
For as far as he could see. 
!!hen he heard a \"loodsman I s ax 
And the cruel saw's whining soun<i. ; 
Joe DeCota•s heart beat faster 
.As a tree se.M to the ground. 

Through the eigh<;ies to the nineties, 
Timber fell like twigs of brush; 
All around his cabin home 
?ines 11ere logged off rr.i. th a rush. 
Huh l This In.jun gonna leave here, 
llo more beaver I no moro mink, 
l;o more buck, yes, no more forest 1 
In.jun gonna starve, I think, 



III 
Joe ,1ent to a reservation 
'lfi th his follo,,er s to 11 ve, 
Left hie cabin to a woodman. 
He bad no.thing else to give . 
White men stripped the forest from him 
Made him live a lonely life : 
Of bis treasures he bad nothing 
:But hie arrows, bow, aJld knife. 

Many moons and many seasons 
Passed by slowly now for Joe . 
G:~m.ng old he slowly withered, 
'lroen he walked, he'd cough and blow; 

In his wigwam by his camp fire 
With the embers burning low, 
Indian voices sSllg at passing, 
HappY hunting ground he go . 

IV - •• _ 
On the long path, skyward wending, .-:i:r' .. _. -
Toward Great Spirit's Land went Joe, /,: 
Leaning forward, looking outward --;d.~ ) 
To his land of long ago, - / 1 ,,, 
As he muttered, Heap big difference/" - ---=-='"'-
Since the day when I was there ; 
Now the river bot tom I s changed. 
Scenes take on a different air. 

1tff J '"'~ 

Poplar brush and willow bushes 
Where the big trees used to grow. 
Her e a rabbit, there a partridge 
Where in droves they once would go. 

• • -~'~1 
/; Lots of deer and lots of fishes 

. \ \v.,'J>,~ 1 As in Ill8IIY moons ago - -
1. '\.: ~ A spirit ' s pra.yer, this Indian Ytishes 
'.~ -~," / / please, mute Man, restor e them so J 

/,,~--
/." All is strange to Joe DeCota 

/ ' As he nausea for awhile ; 
,,.;, The onl.y timber he sees s tandine; 
, Are the trees on Sylvan Isle . 

Mo more cr eol: now near his cabin, 
:But a bay be sees instead. 
no more rauids, but calm waters, 
The spirit. turns away his head. 

North of Chalk Hills Lake Miscauno, 
Big Lake Rosebush to the sout~ 
Then White Rauids, then the river 
nowing slowly toward its mouth. 
\fnen he sees his empty home 
'!here is left no room for doul>t, 
Though beyon.d are monstrous cabins 
From which whirling waters spout. 



From a giant castle towering 
At Chalk Bills as 1n old teles; 
Joe henrs mighty pulses throbbing 
Like the beat of heavy flails, 
At White P.aoids is another, 
13uilt along· the Gothic line; 
Vlhat a contrast to his cabin 
With its hewn logs made of pine I 

r.o more Indian Calll?S or wigwams 
l1ow stand grouped along the shore . 
From Menominee river valley 
'1'.!ley are gone forevermore; 
:But instead at Northern 3alsarll!I 
Something stirs Joe to the core, 
Landscaped homes with lafflls nnd shrubs 
ilave other beauty tila.n before. 

No more pony tracks or footpaths , 
No more dog teams pulling sleds, 
No more pole trails or log bridges 
Webbing forest ways with threads 
Long wide highways built of gravel 
~Some are made of \7hi te cement 
On which modern autos travel) 
Cover trails where Indians vent. 

Now men even cross the river 
On a br idge fit for a king, 
Not by canoe pushed with po.ddle 
Or a raft :pulled by n string, 
All this glory, ease , and r,lensure 
To poor Joe confusion bring 
And he asks aloud the ouostion 
Vlhat great iYhi te man did t nis thing? 

Near the la!ce call~~ Winnebago 
Lived the great -,,hi te c,uef w.iose thought 
Helped tranoform the red man ' s heaven 
ffllere the Indians dwelt one. •;To"6ht• 

• • 
Hean good man, tho ~rent whit,. chieftain , 
F.eop Vii.so man by deeds is l;no11:1 
Dting good for everybody 
Not ,just for himself alone J 




