1848 — Small tracts of land along Green Bay, reserved by the
Menominees, were ceded to the United States, anc‘.‘ they
received land west of the Mississippi River on which
they were to settle. They refused to go, asked for
land in Wisconsine

1854 — Menominees relinguished "any and .?.11 remaining:
claims® to lands in the Upper Peninsula; received
2 tract of land on the Wolf River in Wisconsin
for their settlement — the present Keshena

Treservations

PICTURE
Used through the courtesy of
Miss Eligabeth PenGilly, who took
it at the home of Mrs. Joseph
Zittz, 929 Water Street,
Marinettes

Mrse Zietz is the grand-
daughter of Elizabeth Jacobs
McLeod nand greategranddauzhter
of Marinette Jacobs Farnsworthe
Louis Bornard Kagquetosh, seated
in a rocking chair that once
belonged to "Queen" Marinette,
sprinkled a pinch of tobacco,
according to ancient custom,
upon the spirit stone before
filling his pipes

This stone formerly lay
in the yard at the McLeod home,
Menominee. It was sald that an
Indian who sought to live
forever was changed to this
stone and it had suwpernatural
powerse (See also page 372.)
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10UIS BERNARD KAQUETOSH

Iouis Bernard Kaquetosh, intelligent and highly
respected Menominee Indian, was born at Menominee July 8,
1857 and died there February 16, 1939« He attended school
as the white children did and when he grew up hunted, worked
as a btimber cruiser, and at other employments

He was a great grandson of Tomah, chicf of the Menominees
at the time of the War of 1812. (See Menominee Herald~leader
July, 1936)e His grandfather, Kakwaitosh, a mixed blood
Ottawa, married Tomah's daughter Ashawalanan (Flying Over the
Loke)s TFor many years Kokwaitosh carried the mail between
Fort Howard (Green Bay) and Mackinac Islande

Iittle Louis had for his godmother "Queen" Marinestte,
the capable Indian women for whom Marinstte was named. (See
pages 204 and 210). As an old man Kaquotosh still recalled
his godmother with affection. He said that vhen he was a
small boy he went with some young women of his godmother's
household fto see the first commmity Christmas tree,

When they returned after the festivities his godmother
asked Louls what present he had receiveds Mutely he drew
from his jacket a little paper bag of cardy and held it oute
"Is that all?" asked Marinettes ILittle Louis noddede She
viewed the packege with some disfavor but said no more, and
Louis presently curled uwp on his customary bed when a guest
thero, a big bearsitin rug by the warm fireplacee

However, when he started home the next morning Marinette
told him to ask his father to come across the river as ghe
hed a renl Christmas present for Louise Wonderingly, he
did as he was bade, and then waited anxiously for his father's
returns At last he saw his Christmas present coming —- the
best he ever had in eighty years of living — a beautiful
little brown pony he had often thought fit for a chief, Now
it was his owme

Iouis Bernard Kaquetosh was the last of his line in
Menominee as he left no descendantss




THE CHIPPEWA INDIANS

There wers Indians of the Chippewa tribe living in the
neighborhood of Chalk Hills within the memory of many of the
older residents of Menominee county. Fre t mention of
Indians is made in several of the articles dealing with the
various townshipse The Chippewas here belonged to the large
tribe of Chippewas or Ojibways or Ojibwas as they are often
called, which had villages along the northern and southern
shores of Lake Superior and southward. They were akin to the
Menominees and Pottawatomiess

Even sixty years ago it was no uncommon sight to see a
file of Indians moving along the river or across country
between the river and the bay. Miss Minnie Rudginsky, who
has resided in Menominee township since 1880, says that for
a time when she was a emall girl her family lived near the
present Riverside avenue in Morinette. She can recall that
at the cry, "The Indians are coming ¥ all the children of the
neighborhood dashed toward the river to see them pass. They
would come single file.

Usually the squaws walked and carried

loads of blueberries, raspberries, or maple sugar; cften moarly

a bushel of ripe crushable fruite A blanketed squaw would
carry such a box on her shoulders by means of streps over the
shoulders and a wide flat forchead bande.
little poniese The ponies were so small that when p man was
of good stature his toes would touch the ground on either
side as he rode straddle of his mount. The men wore fringed
bucksikin and sometimes big headdresses.

THE POTTAWATOMIES

The Pottewatomi Indians of Harris township came into
this county quite late as explained in the article by Frank
Wandehsega. This small band now has some admlxture of blood
from Chippewas, Ottawas, and perhaps other groups, but
preserves its own name and characteristics. It is said that

the word Pottawatomi means "People of the Place of Fire."
The Pottawatomies were of Algonquian stock as were the
Menominees and Chippewase

When the English and French first

The braves rode their

came to the region of the Great Lokes the French succeeded
in making the Pottawatomies their friends and allies; and
their accounts speak highly of them. The English being on
the opposite side gave less glowing accounts. However, after
the English had taken over the lake region which the French
gave up in 1763 the Pottawatomies tock sides with them
against the American Revolutionists and remained loyal until
after the War of 1812.

The Pottawatomi in early doys seem to have lived in
Canada and eastern Michigan, gradually moving southward as
other eastern groups pressed in. By 1816 thousands of them
were in the Chicogo area —— southwestern Michigen, Indiana,
and Illinoise Some of them tock an active part in ths Fort
Dearborn (Chicago) Massacre of 1816, although such chiefs as
Winnimeg, Black Portridge and Waubangee did what they could
to avoid bloodsheds

In following.years although there was peace, white
gsettlers were uneasy at the proximity of so muny Indianse In
187 there was & grend council of chiefs at Chicago, at which
they were persuaded to cede to the white pecple all the lands
east of the Winnebagoess The Pottawatomies, Ottawas, and
Chipnewas agreed to give up their lands soomns Two years later
in 1835 about 5,000 Pottawatomies gathered at Chicago to
receive their annuities, hold the ceremonies of farewell at
leaving their homes and go weste It was at this time that
some broke eway and refused to go as related in the article
by Mr. Wandahgega. One of these little bands eventually
reached the country north of Cedar River. Tho Indians had
worked north graduslly, living for years at Wisconsin hunting
grounds in the neighborhood of Shoboygan and farther northe

To them in Menominee county came Peter Marksman, Methodist
missionary to the Indians, and his wife Honnah who remained
with them many yearss The Merkamans for a lifetime labored
among the Indians in northern Wisconsin and upper Michigans
Seeing the inroads made by the white pecple Peter Marksman
endeavored to help the little band of Pottawatomies to
establish themselves where thoy could survive in splte of the
precsure from without and the rigorous mode of life they had.
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POTTAWATOMIES NAMED AS THEIR SPOKESMAN PETER MARKSNAN, THE MISSIONARY

To aid in business matters relating to the federal gov-
ernment, the Pottawatomies of Menominee County named the
missionary, Peter Marksman as their representative. The
document granting such power is recorded in Liber U of Deeds,
pe 465, the Menominee County register's offices.

POWER OF ATTORNEY

Know all men by these Presents, that we the chiefs and
head men of the Chippewas, Ottawa, and Pottawatomee Indians of
Lake Michnigen belonging to the Treaty ¢f September 26, 1833
do hereby make, constitute, and appoint the Reve. Peter Marks—
man our Chief Spealter and fully authorize and emmower him asg
our General Agent and Attorney to do and transact business
with the Government of the United States, its officers and
agents and ell Business that may at any time arise between our
Several BanCs and the said Government of the United States of
every kind whatever. And we hereby authorize and empower him
to give Receipts and agrecments and discharge for our said
Bands as fully as we ourselves could or might do the Same.

In witness Whereof we have hereunto set our hands this
13th day of Avgust in the year of our Lord, 1883,

Michael Harris )
Justice of the Peacs)

Hames signed, each

Chief Abraham (x) Ob-wa—-qua~unic
with his merk)

Grandson of the Late Chief
Chief David (x) N'-Saw-Wah~-quet
Son of the Late Chief
Chief John (x) Caw-le-Saut
Grandson of the Late Chief
Chief Pa~ (x) mob-a- mee
Grandson of the old Chief and Warrior
Chief Solomon (x) Me—nuk-quet
Son of the lLate Chief
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Chief Benjamin (x) Ab—quee-wee
Son of the Late Chief
Chief James (x) Ce=Kee-toh
Grandson of Late Chief and Warrior
Chief (x)  Wd-Zhe-gaub
Son of Late Chief Wah—~be-Kai and Warrior
Chief Joseph (x) 7Yah-mix—i=-co
Son of Late Wah-mix—i-co
Chief Chis (x) in-Ke—bsh Magwadoh
Son of the Late Chis-inke-=boch

Chief Mok (x) ne-doipenais
Grandson of thz Late Chief Ke-Wase

Hoad Men
John K. Lappenains (x)
Thomas Ke—Zhug (x)
Henry See-nund (x)
William Ke—Zhug (x)
Duncan J. Lappenains (x)
Anthony Ke-Zhug (x)
Joseph Bemis Ez)
Sha=bwa~duzk x)
Wa~ne-dung (x)
Simon Ne-ningah Sum (x)

Josenh Shah boo-Ke zheg (x)
Joseph Te Pa-mob—a—mee (x)
Thomas Pa~mob-a-mee (x)
Oge Mah-pe-nais (x)

NOTE: Sah-penaiss the venerable chief who had led the
band in its wanderings died March 11, 1882s (In the vital
statistics his name is written John Sapanecus, age 100.)




HOW THE POTTAWATOMIES REACHED MENOMINEE COUNTY AND THEIR PRESZNT-DAY Lii®

By Shah~wah-ne-ko-um
(The tribal name of Frank Wandahsega, Wilson)

According to what information I learned from the older
Indipng. v o %

The Pottawatomies were scattered the time of their
removal from the Chicago lake front to Council Bluffs, Iowa.
Tne government was going to put the Indians in box cars like
livestock and some of them managed to slip away e « o
The original band vhich is now known as the prairie band is
on the reservation at Mayetta, Kansas.

Some of those that went away from the big band went along
the shore line with cances and some on poniese They were
scattered in small groups along the shore of Lake Michigane
As hunting grounds were occupied our people moved down
farther until they reached Cedar Rivere

3 They came upstream and formed a village ten or twelve
miles from -.vhntugs now known as Cedar River mills, Michigana
There they mnde wigwams and started a village, cleared land,
planted in sumer, hunted and trapped in winter. They lived
at this clearing, known to us as Joe DeGrave's farm and saw-
mill here o+ « « 9ld Indian burial grounds can be seen
today and some signs of olden times.

As white men came nearer . « o Indians moved to
where they now live at Hannahville. About 68 years ago
(i.e. between 1865~70) missionaries came to them and they
began adopting BEnglish names. They named the village
Heananhville Indian Misaions (NOTE: The settlement was named
for Hannsh Marksmen, wife of the missionary Peter Marksman.)

« « « Sabepen~alss pagsed away, then Neesuhewah-quot,
meaning crutch, was made chief of the band. The last, oldest
chief died (1914) + « + he was blind and very old, name
Abraham Neshigaud. His grave can be seen today any time at
Hamnahville Indian Mission.

I think there is about 1,000 acres in this reservation
at Hamahville, not counting Wilson in. The school is located
about the center of ths 1,000 acres, and its attendance is
about’ 32 pupils (1937) . .«

How our church is about
one mile from this school and
the pastor from Hermansville
holds a meeting there once a
week for Methodists. We also
have Catholics but they have
no church here « « =

We are neighbors to some
white people at Wilson and they
have electric lights, but not
US « « o 83 miles is the closest
pions « e o Our students after graduation from « «
school under the new act which is called Reorganization
Act « .« o« may onter college if thay so desire « o o

Haniahville Indian Mission is the correct name of the
settlement « « « The Pottawatomies formed the village
before any railroad was put through herc, before any white
man built anything. This settlement can be reachod fron
Harris 33 miles south of Highway U.Se=2. (HOTB: The
settlenont north of Wilson where the writer lives is of
later date.)

e« s o The land on which we Indinns live was bought
by the government in 1914 and 1915. The population of this
village is 131 Indions, 4 whites, 2 half-breeds. The
village is not exactly in one block, 777+ . . NTZ A
the houses are scattered about one= <%/ i/

o
-

guarter mile apart. We have a e
schoolhouse and a church in the o g
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| ;“ﬁ center of our villages The govermnent Menominee Hsrald-Leader 7[23/03 Growing weakes and weaker
‘ built frame houses for us in the year sach day as he lies gazing at the sky through the aperture of
- 1917-18. his wretched hut, David Crotch, the last of the head men of
— the tribe of Pottawatomie Indians is dying at Hannaaville near
—_— We have lots of land for tourists, Harrise
good camping grounds for people who like
wild life, scenery, hunting, and fishing The aged Indian is sald to be near eighty years 0ld and
in nearby streams; but we have no tourist 15 a descendant of one of the chiefs who signed the treabty of
e lodges or cabinss the United States in 1833. His aged wife still lives and
e N e remains constently at his side, but he has no sons to wear his
Indisns work out for farmers during summer months or mantle of Indian greatness.
on the rced, ond in wintor they work in lumber carps nearbye -
Some Indisans moke bagkets and other things, such as bowis and In his youth and prime David Crotch was considered one of
arrows, 21l kinds of wood carving e« « = the most powerful Indians in this section snd his word was

law. (David Crotch died August 26, 1908.)
The Indians in these two villages have done away with
the old Indian customgs Thoy do mot hold Indian ceremonials
| except in the summer months for the touristse We have a
- tribal form of govermment here, composed of all Indians e « =

il Indians here observe the Christmas and New Year mostly,
because Few Year is the biggest day here for us Indians. At

! the day we all gather in our villege church and eat New Year's

! dimner together. We have four committees for that daye At

i the end of the day these four committees choose four new

‘ commi ttees to take care of the dinner for mext year. After

h the dinner we usuanlly have a program, speeches, and songs

'| both by young and old. This has been kept up for meny years

i back,.

{ The population is about normal here in our two villages,
f it's not up or down.

Some young people are used to city ways as they 2o out
| end work « s o @211 live the modern life of todaye

/%0
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TEE IUMBZRING ZRA IN MENOMINEZ COUNTY

(Note: The following article by Jean Worth, Editor
of the Menominee Herald-lLeader, very properly includes some
discussion of mill operations in Marinette and Menckaune as
well as those on the Menominee side. Some of the companies
operating in Wisconsin had huge land holdings in Henominee
County and logged off millions of feet of timber and also
established some of the early mill company camps and farms
of Menominee County. The brevity of the article on the other
hand precludes an outline of the activities of the numerous
small mills that helped to develop the interior of the county
Detwsen 1875 and 1905. Many of these will be found mentioned
in the articles dealing with the various townships.)

The First Industries

The fur trade was the first industry created by the white
man on fthe Kenominee River. It did not require elaborate equip-
ment or large sersonuel, two major obstacles to frontier indus-
try. TFurs were not unduly bulky, considerable worth could be
compressed info snall bundles so the probléms of transportation
were reduced. The furs caught here went to Turope, so the dandies
of London ancd Paris might wear beaver hatse

Immortance of Water Transportation

Coumercial fishing and lumbering and mining developed next.
At first all were largely dependent uoon markets about the lakes
because of transhortation problems and because the Atlantic
Coast hac its own fishing and lumbering nroducts.

Waterways were indispensable to early lumbering in the
Great Lakes region, and this shaped the course and success
of the industry. Timber was so heavy that it could noi be
transported for by sleigh haul. First cuttings were along
streams. Wien the forest harvest progressed beyond profitable
winter sleigh haul to a stream, timber had to wait for the
coming of the railroads 1871-72 to achieve value. The cut
timber was driven down stream on spring flood crests to mills
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located at the stream mouth on the Great Lakes. There sailing
vessels loaded the lumber for shipping to lake nortss

Markets Videned With Coming of Railroads

Wita the construction of railroad lines inland areas were
opened as markets, and as their local timber stands were exhausted
when population increased, the northern forests became important
and the lumbering trade thrived. The transition from the log
cabin of the early frontier to the big frame honse of early
communities brought exploitation of the forestse When the
plains states were settled, a vast new market was opened, for
the prairie lands were not heavily timbered like the lake
statess

The Westward March of the Tumbermen

Lumbermen moved westward as they exhausted the timber
standse The plough was to follow the axee There was no
conservation of lumber. Only the best was cut. Host of the
rest was destroyed by tragic fires that swept through the
slashings after the first cut. Fine hardwoods that would today
be used for veneer woods were burned to make charcoal. And that
was Trelatively late, for the hardwoods were not cut before
railroad transport was available. They could not be driven
down rivars, for they were not buoyant enough :to floats The
woodsmen wiio cut the Upper Peninsula's forests came largely
from eastern Canada and from Lower Michigan, after exhaustion
of pineries in the Saginaw Valley and other famed logging arcase
Wisconsin's forests and those of Upper Micaigen were cut in the
same period; but there were steam sawmills on the Peshtigo,
Oconto, Pensaukee, and other rivers to the south of Menominee
before there was a mill on the Menominee Rivers

Resgident Fur Traders

Itinerant fur buyers traded on the Menominee River until
the establishment of a trading post here about 1796 by Louis
Chappieu (Chappee), an agent of the British-American Fur
Company. The post was built on the Marinette bank of the river
on the approximate location of the H. L. Haslanger residence,
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2125 Riverside Avenue, Marinette.

The early written history of Menominee is fragmentary,
and often contradictory, but the following facts sftand out.
William Farrsworth, employed by the American Fur Commany.at
Mackinac Island had trouble with his emnloyers thers and
decided to set up a trading post of his own. He came %o the
Monominee Fiver in 1823 and built the first house on the
Menominee side of the river, if you could call it a house. It
was described in contemporary accounts as resembling a root
cellar, with a prepared deerskin used fo admit light in lieu
of glass, vwhich was a costly commodity that had to be carried

in from the BEaste

Charles Brush came to the Menominee River about the same
time as Farusworth, and the two men formed a partnership known
as Farnsworth & Brush. Division of the traie on the Tiver with
his rival across the stream did not satisfy ambitious Farnsworth
after a time, so he and his partner ousted Chappieu, who moved
five miles upstream and there erected another trading post
and stockade. The place was named for hims Ye know it today
as Chappee Hapids. There the pioneer trader lived and worked
until his death in 1852.

Ambitious Plans of Farnsworth & Brush

Farnsworth & Brush, as indicated by their expulsion of
Chaprien, were enterprising. Trade with the few white men
ard with the Indians along the river did not satisfy them.
Two other chences for business increasingly caught their
interest. These were the whitefish that came up the Menominee
River in serson and the tall white pines which stood along
the bamk of the streame If the fish could be caught and
salted down and if the trees could be cut w into lumber

there would be more »rofits for the traders. Where to aell/,.ﬁ""' _

the fish anf the lumber were the problems. Taere were no .-

merkets in lilwaukee and Chicago at that time, Decause they” :

was no Milwaukee and Chicagoe

The First Mill on the Menominee

"

But the -»artners decided to risk the venture anm-

Perhaps they could sell their fish and lumber in the East«. In
1832 they started construction of a sawmill whose dam was equip—
ped with fish weirs, so that both of their projects were
included. The timber dam was constructed from the Marinette
bank to an igland in the river a short distance above the
Hattie-Brdlitz street bridge and so-called "first dam" on the
river today. A tablet on the Marinette bank marks the

location.

The mill was a water
mill, operated by water
power generated by the
oond backed up by the dame
It was a puny, little
mill measured by modern
standarde, with a day!ls
output of 6,000 to 8,000
feet of lumbers

THi= SToNE
Maves The Site mwed

"1.‘1,,5, 3w M "
nas buif oa 1he

Miuamoaee  Rley
in 833

Tne dam provided

the start of commercial
fishing operations here,
for after it was construe—
ted the weir was built
on the apron belowe When
the fish were running in
the river they schooled
in the weir by thousands
and could be taken each
morning in enormous
quantities with no more
— effort than scooping them
"out of the weirs In come
seasons Farnsworth &

Brush packed as many as
__ 550 barrels with no expense
_beyond dressing, salting,
_ and cooperages

Hatiar Fazesmorth |
W Chas. R Brvsh,

Lamber =2t b
walay post iy,

Everything indicated

= ? i a tremendous success for

the venture. Labor was




cheap as shown by the following document of the time:

"Tnis article of agreement made snd entered into
this 25th day of April, 1835, between Farnsworth
& Brush of the one part and Jean Battest Boprie
of the other nart; witnegseth that said Jean
Battest Boprie has hired and bound himself untae
said Farnsworth & Brush and then serve in the
capacity of interpreter and laborer the full
term of one year from date hereof unless sooner
discharged, end the said Farnsworth & Brush,
their agents =nd assigns, under penalty of
losing his wages. In consiceration of the

fai thful performance of the above agreement,

the said Farnsworth & 3rush agrees to pay him,
the said Jean Battest Boprie, one hundred and
forty-ifour dollars, payable in clothing and such
other merchandise as his necessities shall
require during the time or at the expiration
thereof." The agreement was witnessed on the
"Menomany River," April 25, 1835.

The First Land Sale Recorded for Menominee County

And the timber was cheap. Perhaps Farnsworth & Brush
helped themselves wnen they started. The first land trans—
action on the river was recorded in 1838 in the office of the
register of deeds, Mackinac County, Mackinac Island, and later
retranscribed into the Menominee county register of deeds
office when iienominee county was created. By the transaction
Farnsworth & Brush acquired a strip along both sides of the
Menominee River from its mouth at Green Bay to a soint four
miles upstream. The strip on each side of the river was a
mile wide and thus included most of both of the present sites
of Menominee and Marinette. The consideration was $1,000.

For it, on kizy 22, 1838, Alex Mcleod quitclaimed tus interest
he had acquired in the property from the United States governor
of the Territory of Michigan.

Financial Difficulties

But even with such cheap timber and labor, the sawmill
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of Farnsworth & Brush, first one on the lMenomince Eiver, was
not a success. Lack of profitable merket for the lumber
probably defeated the venture. The mill wes reported sold by
the sheriff at one time for debts owing to D M. Whitney of
Green Bay, who sold it for eighteen barrels of whitefish to
Samuel H. Farnsworth. If this story is true, locel history
skips a page, for in 1843 Dr« Jonathan Corry Hall, who had
come to the river from Ithaca, New York in 1839, and a man
named Jerome purchased Charles Brush's interest in Farnsworth
and Brush. The next year they purchased Farnsworih's
interest in the mill, and apparently in this year the mill
dam washed out.

The Second Mill on the Menominee

Vhile the Farnsworth & Brush mill wpe struggling along
on the lower river here, Charles licLeod, who had come to
Menominee in 1832, built a water-powsred sewmill on the
Menominee Eiver at Twin Islands in 1841s Tuis was the second
mill built on the Menominee River, and, like the first mill
built by Farnsworth & Brush, it was not successful. Probably
a major factor in the failure of Mcleod's mill was lack of
means to deliver to market the lumber that was sawed. The
early river mills floated taeir lumber downstream in rafts to
the river mouth where it was loaded on sailing vessels.
Construction of dams barred the river to this raft traffic
and cut off the upriver mills from the lakes. This was an
obstacle to the success of McLeod's mill, for after destruction
of the dam that powered Farnsworth & Brush's mill another
was constructed here.

The Third Mill on the Menominee

The third mill on the river was built by Hall & Jerome,
who had succeeded Farnsworth & Brush, Their mill was built
over a dam constructed from the Menominee Vank of the river
above the Kiverside Country Club house té igland in mide
stream. Another dam was constructed from the island tc the
Wisconsin bank near the present site of the Park Nill of the
Southern Kraft Corporation, This was the largest mill construo-
ted on the river up to this time. It had six saws, each power=
ed by its own water wheel., It also manufactured siding and

=%




lath, end it had a fish stage, like the earlier TFarmsworth
& 3rush mill, to intercept the spawning runs of fish upstreams

New Islands Formed

The Holl & Jereme mill was constructed on piling sunk in
the river bed in 1845. Logs cut aleng the river bark upstream
were floated down the river to the mill, dogzed and hauled by
water power up into the mill for sawing. The sawdust from the
operations, the thin slabs not uged for lath, the snipe ends of
the logs, and other refuse were tossed into the stream to be
carried away by the current. This sawmill refuse floated out
of the river to litter the beaches of the bay. Some of it
piled wp on shoals znd sendbars in the river and became covered
with sand forming new islands. The river was wide anG marshy
in its lower reachies and its banks were built up to some
extent in this manner, so that the stream now presents an
appearance greatly changed from Indian dayse

Getting Kill Products to Market

Like the refuse, the lumber sawed at the Zall & Jerome
mtll was thrown into the river on the downstream sice and
niled criss-cross onto rafts. These rafts were bound together
by boring holes through the corners and driving pegs into the
holes. On top of the rafts the bundled lath was piled. ien
poled these rafts downstream, fending them off from the shoals
an® keeping them in the deeper chamnel at the center. In the
lower river the water was ceeper on the Tisconsia side, and
this was the course followed by the rivermen who guided the
rafts. At the river mouth the rafts were anchored until there
was a schooner ready to take aboard their lumber, for no
vessels could navigate into the river in tlose days before
dredging operations.

The lumber vessels lay at anchor out in the bay, and the
lumber rafts were pulled out to them by men tugging on a cable
which ran out to a buoy anchorage in the bay. The first lumber
cut by river mills here was all white pine, as were the first
lath and shingles. The lumber was shipped green. There Was
no yard storage of lumber at the Hall & Jerome mill for dryinge

Quick storms cavght many rafts in the bay while they were being
loaded into vessels, broke them up and scattered their lumber
along the beach. Meny of the first homes here were built of
free lumber salvaged from the beach. The lath freighted down
the river on the lumber rafts were used to f3ll in the chinks
in the holds of the vessels to keep the lumber carge from
shifting and were thus transported to market.

Eerly M1l Machinery

Muley saws were used in the Hall mill, straight blade saws
which operated up and down, sawing off slabs and lumber from
logs held on a carriage which moved past the sawe A settlement
to house the workmen employed t:ere grew up about the Hall &
Jerome mills It was called Killgobin by the Irish workmen who
predominated in the little settlement, tae largest up to that
time along the river. (See Reminiscences of James Fe Lyon)

After construction of the mill in 1845 Jerome did not long
remain o partner of Dr. Hall. He sold his interest in the
enterprise to a man named Spaids of Chicago, and Spaids in turn
sold it to a man named Cable, alsc a Chicage resident. In 1847
DIr. Hall purchased Cable's interest and acquired full comirol
of the nroperty. He had had three partners in two yearse

_Fate of the Hall "Water MillM

The Hall mill, like those of Farnsworth & Brush amd McILeod ,

which preceded it on the river, was unguccessful. The turnover
in ownership indicates the lack of profitse The mill was
operated for creditors for a time, but its life was short, for
in 1856 it burnede The fire consumed the frame structure dowm
to the river level of the piling. The embers floated dovnstream
and the nistory of water pover mills on the Menominee Hiver was
closed. There had been three constructed in thigteem years

and they had operated over a span of twenty-four years, nearly

a quarter century. Not one had been successfule

After the Hall mill burned (It was known to Menominee at
the time as the "Water Mill¥, not Hallls Mill because of the
frequent changes of ownership) the dam vhich created its water




power was washed out by the river and the settlement of Kill-
gobin about the mill crumbled into ruin, for there was no
longer emplcyment there for the men who had operated the mills

It was an insuspicious beginning for lumbering on the
Menominee River, a stream which later was to acquire wide fame
as a timber waterway, and which was to mske the nort of
Menominee tre greatest lumber shipping center on the Great
Lakes. The second stage of the lumbering era was close at hand.
It was an era of steam.

New York Iumber Company Brects First Steam iill

In 185€, the same year that fire destroyed HZall's mill a
corperation nemed the New York Lumber Commany started consiruc-
tion of a2 sawmill on the Wisconsin bank of the lenominee River
near its mouth. This mill was the first steam mill on the
river and the largest mill built up to that time, It was a
big, two-story structure of frame construction, unpainted, with
the saws on the second floors and the boiler room and engines
on the first floor., Its machinery included both a round gang
and a flag gang saw. The round gang slabbed the logs and cut
a few boards off the cant, which was then nassed on to the flat
gang, which cut it into lumber. A gang saw is a series of saws
on the same arbor, turning together and cutting a timber into
lumber at ore operation. Nearly every saw in the New York mill
had its own steam engine for power. There were six steam
engines in lhe mill. The central power system with shafting
and pulleys aznc belts for transmission of power was to come
later. The Few York mill cut lumber, timbers, siding, clap~
boards, and lath.

The mill's log pond was in the south branch of the Menominee
River before the mill, and logs were hauled up into the mill
on a little carrisge operating on the end of & bull chaina
The carriage van on a track into the log nond. The log was
floated over it, dogged, and hauled up into the mill. Thisg
was an advarce from the snaking of loge wp into the mill at the
end of a catle at the earlier water mills.

The Mev Yor’z mill had a crew of about a hundred men, about

double the crew employed at Hall's millse The river was still
not navigable for vessels, so the lumber was cut in the mill
and loaded green onto flat scows in the river at the mill,

and the scows were towed by small tugs out into the bay where
the lumber was transferred to salling vessels riding at anchore
Rafting of lumber on the Henominee River was dones

The llew York mill was constructed on 2 site which is the
approximate site of the Menominee & Marinette Box Commany's
mill in the village of Menekaune. 2Building of the Few York
mill resulted in the construction of tiae village of lienekaune
the most populous settlement on the Menominee River up to
that time. There still was no settlement worthy of that
designation near the heert of present day liarinette at Dunlap
Square, then called Mission Pointe

When the llew York Lumber Commany started construction of
its mill the Henekaune region was e tamarack swamp, a tangled
morass of wind-felled timber. The lumber company started the
new settlement in typical fashion by constructing a big
boarding house to house the men employed at the mill. It was
constructed a short distance upstream and a bit back from the
river bank.

The New York Lumber Company did not make a success of its
operations at lenckaune and two years after construction of the
mill it was assigned to creditors, who operated it for a times
Meanwhile the village of Menekaune was growing. Workmen who
married left the boarding house and built homes for their
families. 'hen the Civil War started in the next decade Henekawmne
was the center of life on the river and the scene of the stirring

meetings that sent the volunteers to fight in the war between
the statess

The first street in Menekaume was constructed parallel
with the streame %1i White built his big, three—-story Menekaune
Hotel on ite. iHis brother, George ¥hite, was the chief mill=
vright at the lew York mill. At the other end of the street
was the Hawkins saloon which competed with Eli White's bar for
the patronage of the millmen. The drinkers of the day, and they
numbered wvirtually all:of ths men employed et the mill, used to



marcn between the two saloons. “hey drank beer brought up

by vessels from Green Bay, where Frank Hagemeister, Sreen Bay's
first butcher, had started a brewery. Rahr and Hochgreve

beers were szlso brought in from Green Bay.

Digposal of Waste Wood

Waste wood from its operations fired the boilers of the
New York mill, but the fires did not begin to consume the
tremendous smount of waste. So the excess sewdusi, edgings
and slabs were carted out on an elevated tramway and dumped
from its ende The tramway was extended as the overations
continued. In this way the level of the swampland was raised.
Menekaune was built on waste pine. There was
¥ s . no burner for waste at the New York mill. Xe

! sawmill on the Menominee River had a burner
_ befofe 1867. Burners later became standard
fixtures of sawmills here, big silo-like iron
shells lined with fire brick into which the

?;é' o mill waste was dumped to be burned. 3Before
o /?’ =

1867 the waste was dumped into low areas for
fille Menominee owes its present grade to
these sperations.

Other Lumber Interests

Lewis S. Patrick, pioneer postmaster of Marinette, reported
in a history of the lMenominee River written in the seventies,
that $80,000 was expended on construction of the Wew York
Lumber Compeny's mill before it produced its first board. The
mill was not successful and in 1858 was forced into an assign-
ment for the benefit of its creditors. The firm was then
operated by O. Z. Hosmer and Col. Roger Fowler with Hirsm
Fowler actirg as their agent until asbout the year 1860s In that
year Charlee Welles sold his interest to Jesse Spalding of
Caicago wio also in this period aequired a big portion of the
timberlands in what became Cedarville, Harris and Spalding
townghips of Menominee county, to sunply the sawmill which he
operated at the village of Cedar Fiver which he virtually owned.
Spalding tovnship and the village of Spalding were named for
Jesse Spalding.

154

Spalding with the able assistance of his man on the growmds,
Augustus C, Brown, manager of the New York mill, succeeded twice
in re-establishing the mill after it had burned dowm and
successfully operating ths big mill. About 1865 He He Porter of
Chicago bought an interest in the New York Company and added
further impetus to its suecess. The buginess was incorporated
in 1872 under the namé of the Menominee River Lumber Company end
its period of boom operstions was at hand, for the disastrous
fire of 1871 had wiped out the city of Caicago and a huge
market for Menominee's pine had been apened there by the needs
of reconstruction.

Phiietus Sawyer, Oshitosh, Wisconsin lumberman became a
large stockholder and in the year 1876 was president of the
company. In that year the Menominee River Lumber Company
ovmed asproximately 90,000 acres of land, nearly all timbered
in vhite pine and most of it in Menominee countys

In 1869 the 0ld Hew York mill in Msneksune was destroyed
by fires Spalding and Porter immédiately started bullding a
new mill across the south branch of the ominee River on the
island in the river, now site of the Diamond, Northland, and
Marinette coal yards. The new mill, 2 much better one than
the old, started operations the following year 1870« The next
year, 1871, the holocaust wiich destroyed the village of
Peshtigo and part of Memekaunme threw burning embers onto the
wooden roof of the mew mill and it was leveled to the ground
by fire. Iliothing daunted, the company, naving had a taste of
profits from ths operation of its short-lived mill, immediately
erected another mill on the site of the first island mill and
it started operations in 1872, the year the company was incor=
porated as the Menominee River Lumber Company. Firsk officers
of the company were: W. D. Houghteling, presidenti He Williston,
secretary and treasurer; and directors Jesse Spalding, He He
Porter, O. R. Johnson, and F. Ba Stockbridges In 1875,
operating only in the summer season, the mill cut 17 million
feet of lumber. Its operations founded several fortunesas

¥, Ludinzfon Company Mill
In 1856, the year that Hosmer and his associates started




construction of the New York mill at Menekaune, Felson
Iudington of Chicago, Harrison Ludington, later governor of
¥isconsin, and Dsniel Wells, Jr. of Milwaukee started construc—
tion of a will upriver on the Wisconsin bank, just below
Migsion Point, now known as Dunlap Square.

Thie N. Ludington Company mill started operations the
next year, 1857, and in the following year Isaac Stenhenson
bought out Harrison Ludington's quarter interest in the
concern and started amassing the greatest fortune in the
history of the Menominee River.

In 1863 Anthony G. Van Schaick purchased an eighth
interest in the concern from Nzlgon Iudington and Isaac
Stephenson later acquired nis eighth interest. The mill
remained the ¥. Ludington mill, but because of Isaac Stenhensen
resident connection with its operations it was known familiarly
on the river ss "Ike's Mill." The company was one of the
most successful in the history of lumbering on the river here.
Its profits were large and consistent and it suffered mno set—
backs by fire, a common fate of early frame sawmills standing
at the hub of 2 lacery of sawdust covered roads and immediately
beside waste burners which showered them with sperks. The
¥. Ludingtcn Commany was incorporated in 1868 with delson
Indington zs oresident. In 1876 Ludington still was president
ani Isaac Stephenson was vice-president. In 1876 the company
owned B3,000 acres of timberland in Menominee and Oconto
ocounties and also owned a water—powered sawmill on the
Zscanaba ZFiver four miles from its mouths. The opsrations near
Escansba at Wells continue today under the administration of
Senator Steshenson's estate as the I. Stephenson Company,
operating » big steam mill. In 1875 the N« Ludington Company
mill in Marinette cut 16,800,000 feet of lumber.

Kirby Mi11

The first water mill on the Memominee River, that of
Farnsworth & 3ruch, was on the Marinette side. So was the
first steaxr mill, that of the New York Company. 3ut in 1866,
the same year that the New York mill started, Abmer Kirby, a
plug-hatted, plunging grain trader from iilwaukee, started
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construction of a sawmill on a sandbar in the Menominee River
on the Menominee side of the stream. The mill started
cperations in 1857 and sawdust and edgings from its sawing
were dumped about it until a sizable island had been ereated.
It was called Kirby's Island. Zventually, the channel between
the island and the mainland was filled.

Kirby's Island was first considered a part of Wisconsin.
Wnen the island was claimed under riparian rights by the owmer
of the adjacent Michigen mainland, the mainlgnd frontage was
purchased by the mill company and the island was established
as in Michigen domain. The site of the mill is now a part of
the Central West Coal Cempany's yard.

In 1859 Samuel M. Stephenson, who had first come to the
Menominee River in 1856, became a vpartner of Firby in the mill
one year after his brother Issac had nurchased a quarter
interest in the K. Ludington Commany mill at Harinettee
Mre Stenhenson took full charge of the opcrations at the mill

as Ur. Zirby continued his residence in ifilvaukee, Mr, Stephenson

later elected a United States Congressman from Michiganm, built

a huge house on Main Street, now Sheridan Zoad, not far from
the mill.

The Kirby-Cerpenter Comoany

In 1861 Augustus A. Carpenter and soon afterwards William
0. Carpenter of Chicago came into the partnership with Kirby
and Steshenson and in 1872 the concern was incorporated as the
Kirby-Carpenter Cdmpany with A. A. Carnenter as president and
Samuel Steshenson as vice-president. In 1867 the company built
a new mill near its original mill. Part of the later mill stood
until a few years ago. The cut of the two irby-Carpenter mills
was 35 million feet or more, annually, and these mills, like all
those of the day, did not operate in the winter monthse The
Kirby-Carpenter Company also operated a barge line to carry its
lumber to market at Chicago, and a company store near its milla
The company held 107,000 acres of land in 1876.

The Kirby-Carpenter Company was outstandingly successful
even in a period when big profits were common s the Jumbermen
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hervested in a relatively few years the timber growth of
centuries i1 the bagin of the Menmominee River. Dividends
reached as Ligh as a half-million dollars a year on a
eapitalization of $100,000.

Abner Iirby was one of the colorful men on the river in
the early lumbering days. An ineident of his life gave rise
to a common hail of teamsters in the logging camps: "Wake me

up when Kirby dies ¥ The origin of thes cry, probably fictitious,

as related by old timers was this. Mr. Kirby suffered a severe
jllness, and his wife, after nights of attendance at his bed-
side, was exhausted. In desperation she finally retired fto
her bed, telling another attendant: "Wake me up vien Kirby
dies I

Kirby was a plunger. "hen he could not interest fellow
businessmen in his sroject, he started construction of his
firet mill liimself. Vhen he could not inferest his partmers,
the Carpenters, in the company construction ef a vessel to
transnort Xirby~Carpenter lumber to Chicago, he built the
vessel himself. It was one of the most umorthodox crafi of
its time, ond taet was one reason for lack of his partmers!
interest. oirby built the vessel of squared timbers, doweled
like a bloclZiouse. Thus built she needed no ship's lmees or
other custorary intrusions on cargo space and she had unusual
carrying cepacity for her size. She was barque-rigged and
ghe was named the Menmominee. The vessel was constructed in
the Xirby-Carsenter millyard on the river, and the night before
her launching, a Gance was held on deck, with the town invited
end present. The Menominee carried 300,700 feet of lumber.

Kirby dissosed of portions of his interest in the Kirby-
Carpenter Comyany from time to time to finance other operations
and as he ¢id so Samiel Stephenson and the Carpentors increased
their holdings. William Holmes, who came to tae river in 1856
with Samuel Stephenson, was comnected with the business that
became the Lirby-Carpenter Company from 1859 and eventually
was given charge of all the vast woods operations. He built
the mansion on Ogden Avenue that is now the Grace Zpiscepal
Chapel. Holmes Avenue is named for him. Villiam Scmerville,
who came to the river in 1868, and for whom Somerville Avemue
is named, was the Kirby-Carpenter booliceeper.

Hackbone & Boydem idll

In 1854, two years before work was started on the New Yark
mill at Menekaune, Haclcbone & Soyden built 2 water mill on the
Big Cedar River two miles upstream from the mouths After
indifferently successful operations and several changes cf
owmership and failure it passed into the hands of the Marine
Bank of Chicago which sold it to J. Me Underwood of Chicage,
who in 1862 put S. P. Saxton in charge of it. He remained at
Cedar River. There had been no logging in the Cedar River
basin =né fine stands of Hine stood along the main river and
on its chief tributarics, Elwood Crzek and Devil's Creeks

Joel S. Fish of Green Bay bought Hackbone's interest in
the mill the year it was built and sold it by deals in 1854
and 1855 to Samiel Hamilton and Sylvester Iynn. Hamilton &
Iymn's operations were indifferently successfule Believing
they could saw their timber at a mrofit with a steam mill they
constructed one at the mouth of the Big Cedar at the present
site of the village of Cedar River. The water mill upstream
was abandoned end left to ruin. It stood on the first rapids
in the river. All evidences of its dam have been erased by
time.

Iynn sold his interest to Boyden & Spinner, thus bringing
one of the original partners back into the ventures This firm
later sold to James McCaffrey of Chicago. He failed and the
mill vassed into the possession of the Marine Bank of Chaicago,
as explained above . . » Mr. Saxton remained at Cedar River
until the fall of 1864 when he moved to Menominees He then
took over John Quimby's hotel here, eventually selling to
Samuel Stesienson who erected the famed S. M. Stephenson Hotel
on the site. Enlarged, we imow it today as Hotel Menomineee
Underwood sold the Cedar River mill. to Jesse Spalding and
Robert Law of Chicago in 1862. Ths year before, Spalding
had purcaased an interest in the Hew Yorik Lumber Company mill
at Menckaune, Law sold his interest in the Cedar River mill
about 1864 to He He Porter of Chicago, who the following year
acquired an interest in the New York Company. Spslding and
Porter operated successfully at Cedar River, finally passing
on the property to lLemoyne, fubbard, & Wood, whose mill was
cutting 12,000,000 feet of lumber yearly at a profit in 1876.




(iote: About 1876 the Spalding Company was again in charge of
lumber operations at Cedar River and northward.) Years later
Samuel Crawford and his sons David and Earl of Pigeon, Penn-
sylvania, ceme west and purchased the company's holdings.
later the property was purchased by David Crawford who retaias
much of it today. The mill was destroyed by fire, rebuilt, and
burned again in the blaze which leveled much of the village in
1926. It was not rebuilte.
Ludington, Wells, & Van Schaick

The biggest name in lumber on the Heneminee gide of the
river, after the Kirby-Carpentesy Company, in the early boom
days was wha® ¢f Mudingten, Vells, & Van Schaick Company. A
wertnersaip formed by Daniel Wells, Harrison Ludington,
Isasc Stephenson and Robert Stephenson built its first mill
in 1863 on the river bank near the Kirby-Carpenter mille It
was Ymown as the R. Stephenson & Company mill and was considered
the finest mill cn the river in its days, which were very few.
Built in 1863, the mill was destroyed by fire en June 14, 1864.

In 54 working days the company erected a new mill and had
it ready to run. This construction feat was the work of
Williem =. Iagley, accredited as one of the most glcilled mill-
wrights in the north. He built a number of mills about the
upper lakes. The village of Bagley was named for hime.

In 1862 Isaac Stephenson sold his interest in the company
to Anthoay G. Van Schaick. The company was incorporated as the
Iudington, Vells, & Van Schaick Company in 1874, with Harriscn
Indington ze its president; Daniel Wells, vice-president;
Anthony Van Schaick, secretary-treasurer; and Robert Stephenson,
superintendentes

In 1871 the company bought the Gilmore mill on the point
where the Menominee River entered the bay at the approximate
site of the present Ann Arber Railroad carferry slip. The fiery
fate which had destroyed the concern's first mill wpriver claimed
taeir purchase in the same year they acquired it. For 1871 was
the year of the disastrous Peshtigo fire. It destroyed the
@ilmore mill and the Iydington, Wells, & Van Schaick company
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ordered a new mill erected near the same site. It was completed
in 1873, a year of money panic that curtailed the comoany's
operations. Both the new ILudington, Wells, & Van Schaick mill
had a long, successful history as sawmills went here. It

could cut 22,000,000 feet of lumber a year, and this, with the
13,000,000 feet capacity of the uworiver mill gave the company

a total capacity of 35,000,000 feet a years The big Iudington,
Wells, & Van Schaick building stood until the last decade, its
big red frame housing the operations of the Dormer Fish Companye
It was razed by its last owner, the Hoglcin FPaper Company to
provide more storage room in the Hoskin yarc.

The Ludington, Vells, & Van Schaick Company, like the
Kirby-Carnenter Company and most other mill firms here, operated
a commany store, one of the largest on the river. The company
owned 75,000 acres of timberland in lienominee and Oconteo
counties in 1876

Small Mills Create Villages

It was inevitable that small sawmills should be started in
the outland as ambitious operators of small means sought their
fortunes. There were many such mills and they were chiefly
resnonsible for the creation of the small communities in Menominee
county today, nearly all of which have a lumbering paste These
smaller operations were resident, providing labor for men who
built homes that mushroomed into communitiese The cperations of
the big mill comyanies away from their mills here offered only
woods work. This brought on some settlement in its wake, but
was not strongly conducive to community founding like the start-
ing of sawmills vhich required sizable resident crews. Logging
was transient, for the camps moved on as the timber was exhausteds

Mill on Iittle River

One of the earliest of these small mills was that of Anson
Bangs, constructed on the Little River, a branch of the Menominee,
which meanders north in sight of Highway 577. It crosses Highway
US-41 near Hansen, above Birch Creek. Bangs' mill was gbout five
miles from Menominee, a water mill, which was a failure and soon
abandoned. Judge Eleazer S. Ingalls and Timothy Cole acquired




the nroperty in 1270, re»aired it and installed siingle saws
and one lumber sew. It was essentially a shingle mill, oper-
ating under the name T. Cole & Company. It ran that winter
1870-71 and into the spring, but drought had reduced the Iittle
River to a trickle and halted mill operations in the summer of
1871s That fall the Peshtigo fire destroyed it. This little
mill did not father a community, but others were to follow

that did.
Bagley & Boswell Hill Beside Green 3ay

In 1857 Tilliam E. 3agley, the millwrizht, and William
G. Boswell built a mill on the shore of Green Bay near the foot
of Penfilly Street, named for Robert PenGilly, storekeeper for
tLe Kirby-Carpenter Company, whose big store was at the south—-
east corner of Sneridan Road at PenGilly Street. The Bagley
& Boswell mill was notabls in Menominee history for three
reasons.

It was the first shingle mill constructed in the City
of Me.ominee, although other earlier mills on the river had
menufactured shingles, first from white pine and later from
whi te cedare.

Tt launched into soecialization of ths lwuber industry
here taat wes to bring cedar yards, planing mills, etc., of
individusl oymership and operation and not as uniis of big
sawmill ooerationse

It was the first, and perhass the conly, sawnill here
ever destrored by ice. The common fate of sawmills was
destruction by firee.

In 1858, one year after its construction, Henry Nason and
John G. Bosvell vousht the Bagley & Boswell mille They operated
it, in season, until Aoril of 1861 when a remarkable ice shove
on Green Bay niled a great ridge of cakes wp en ihe beach,
crushing all exposed buildings at the water's edge viere the
mill was stending. Nason and his family lived in a small
dwelling nesr the mill and he and his family were at breakfast
when an alarm sounded. Ice was then Hiling up on the mill,
which was flattened under the weight of the ice. The Nason
house, too, was crushed by the wind-moved 'avalanches

In the same year, 18El, Hiason re—entered shingle manufac—
ture, constructing a mill in the fall on an islend in the
Menominee River which is lnovn today as Reilroad Island because
the tracks of the Chicago & Northwestern and the Milwaukee
roads cross ite The new mill was completed and operations were
started in the soring of 1862; but the jinx that had destroyed
Nason's first mill on the shore was with him stille While the
crew was at dinner on a hot July day the mill was destroyed
by firce

Straus 11 on the Shore

In 1860, three years after Bagley & Boswell built the
first mill on the bay shore, Simon Strauss, whc had previously
dealt in &ry goods, groceries, and furs in Menominee, sought
the larger orofits of the lumber businesss  He built a sawmill
on a site which is new included in Menominee 3each Park,
completing the structure ani starting operatioms in the follove
ing year, 1861. But Strauss' success bshind the counter was
not duplicated behind the lumber piles which his mill created
on a doek thrusting out inte Green Baye The remains of this
old dock, a hazard to mavigation at the entrance to the Mencmines
Yacht Harbor, were removed recently by a government dredgee
Strauss' mill did not prosper, and after two yecars he closed ite

William iicCartney afterward bought the mill and ran it
for a season cr two end then sold it to John L. Buell who spent
a lot of monsy on new machinery and other improvements for the
milli. Buell failed too, and the mill passed through several
hands. At one time R. Steohenson & Cos owed a half interest
in it and operated it. Clinton B. Fay anc Charles He Jones
ran it for awhile, passing it on te David H. Jones & Company,
which went bankrupt. Ramsay & Jones operated the mill in the
period of lumbering decline here, and continued on the site
with operation of an ice and coal businessse The old mill
building, wihich stood in the heart of the business district
of the city beside a hideous, spark-belching metal burner

rising from a big pier of masonry, lingered on after sawmill dayse

Mill at Ingallston
In the fall of 1866 Charles B. Ingalls and Judge Eleazer




§. Ingallsg, the latter the maternal grandfather of Attorney
Meredith P. Sawyer, built a small sawmill in Ingallston Township
near the shore on Beattie Creelz. In the winter of 1867-68
Judge Ingalls sold his interest to his partner, wio cperated

it alone for & season and then sold it to Barnard & Wyley, who
failed on the purchase contract. It was operated by Carter &
Jones end finally Jesse L. Hamilton who ran it on a coantract
with Charles Ingalls until the spring of 1874, when it was
destroyed by fire,

H. Witbeck Commany Mill

In 1867 another of the Menominee Riwver's big sammills was
constructed by Dgniel Tells, Jr., of Milwaukee and Andrew
Stephenson a2ud Louis Gram of Harinette on Hamilton & Kerryman Is.
in Marinette. Stevhenson and Gram afterwards sola their
interecst to Fred Carney and Hanry Witbeck and in 1870 the
company was incorporated as the H. Witbeck Co. In 1875 the
company sawed 13,300,000 feet of lumber and owned 53,000 acres
of timberland. The mill was commonly called the Fred Carmey
mill.

Other Mills

In 1860 a smell mill for the sawing of shingles was built
in Menekaune by George Hawthorne. It was destroyed by the
Peshtigo fire of 1871.

In 1866 Tilliam McCartney built a mill on the larinette
siae of the river below the site of Carney's mill constructed
the next year, and emproximately behind the »nresent site of the
Laverman Athletic Field. It was a shingle mill end it was razed
by the fire of 1871, but McCartney rebuilt in the summer ef 1872
and resumed cperaticns, eventually selling to Scofield & Arnold.

In 1870-71 the mill-~building William E. Bagley end Daniel
Corry, wno ceme to the river in 1847 and was associatod with
the Few York Lumber Company, formed a partnersiip and construc-
ted a big »laning, sash and door mill on the high bank of the
Menominee River in Karinette not far from ths McCartney mill.
The mill had been operating only a few months when it was
destroyed by the fire of October 8, 1871.
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Hami 1 ton—ierryman Company

In 1866 the Hamilton~ilerrymen Comiany built itg big mil
on Hamilton & Merryman Island in the river cn the Marinette
side at the foot of Stanton Street. This firm, incorpcrated in
1872, liks the H. Witbeck Compeny, was a big operater on the
Menominee River, sawing 12,700,000 feet of lumber in 1875 and
ovning 50,000 acres of timberlend in Menominse and Oconto
counties. The company constructed a shingle mill near its
savmill aftesr the main unit hed been in operstion for some
years.

In this period a nlaning, sash end dcor mill was built
wn Steahenscon Island in the river by Tilliom Goddard and
asscciatess The island was also the first site of D. Clind
Prescott's machine shop nnd foundry, manufacturing sswmill
machinery. The foundry was leier moved to a new building on
Main Street, Marinette end is still standinge Still later
the Prescott plant was moved to Menomineea

Bar at liouth

For years after steam sawmills began slashing logs from
the Menominee River valley vineries into lumber, the lumber
had to be taken out ef the river on flat scows, pulled by
steam tugs, to be loaded into vessels, riding at anchor in
Green 32y off the river mouth. A sandbar ot the mouth of the
lienominee Ziver balked entry o¢f deep draft vessels into the
river where all the carliest of the mills were locateds When
the steam tug Bob Mills was bought at Buffalo and brought up
the lakes for use in the river here, it had to work for
several days cutting through the river mouth bar with its
propeller wash before it could enter the rivere

Picket Fences

Bulkz of tae dine cut in early sawmills on the Menominee
River went into wide width, long length board, inch thick,
rough sawed. Timbers, joists, and two-by-fours were the
eommon Gimension stock. An important sideline of early mills
was plckets of white pine for the innumerable picket fences
that bordered urban properties in the late nineteenth centurys
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In 1576 the Xirby-Carpenter Company mill cut 456,600 pickets,
the Iudington, Wells, & Van Scheick Company mill 120,000
pickets, the H. Witbeck Company mill 300,000 pickets, the
Hamil ton-Merryman mill 120,000 pickets. Lath too, became an
important item of manufacture in the early mills.

Lemoyne, Hubbard, & Woods

In 1874 Lemoyne, Eubbard, & Woods, wno had bought the mill
at Cedar River and a great tract of woodland =leng the Cedar
Eiver stretching into the upper confines of what is now lenominee
county, built a small sawmill at Spalding, which was named fer
Jegsse Spalding who had purchased the mill at the mouth of the
Cedar River in 1862. The Cedar River flowed through Spalding and
down it came the logs that supplied the mill built by Lemoynme,
Hubbard, & Woods. The Chicago & MNorthwestern built its line
through S»aldinz in 1871-72. The railroad and the new sawmill
of Lemoyne, Hubbard, & Toods built two years after the construc—
tion of the railroad, combined to give Spalding and its twin
village, Powsrs, their real start in community growth. (The
Swalding Comany carried on extensive operations for many years
after Z)I.B'?G in the north part of the county and through Cedar
River.

Mellen Smith Mill

In the fall of 1872 iellen Smith built a shingle mill on
the bay shore in the township of Ingallston, which was then
much larger than the Ingallston Townshin of 1940, ‘Then Ingallsten
vas later cerved wn into several townships ome of tiem was
named for Mellen Smith. We kmow it today as Hellen Township.

It lies north of Menominee township in the middls of tho county
and has two villages, Wallace and Ingalls. Mellen Smith's mill
on the bay shore was only three-guarters of a mile from the
Ingallston tewnship sawmill built in 1866 by Charles B. Ingalls
and Eleazer S. Ingalls and destroyed by fire in 1874. The
village of Ingalls was named for Judge Ingallse. After some
Yyears of operations on the bay shore, Mellen Smith moved his
shingle mill inland and shinved out his shingles by the railroad
which was built by the Chicage & Northwestern line through the
county in 18%. To his later inland operations is traced the
contectinn cf Mollen Smith with the mid-county area which was
lpter ngved for hime

léo

Otner Millsg in Ingalls

In 1874 §. L. Benjamin built a shingle mill 18 miles
nerth of Menominee on the new railroad line at what we know
teday as Ingalls. Andrew Iundguist built the second mill at
Ingalls in 1877 and Horwood Bowers, the lawyer, built a mill
there in 1880 which was destroyed by fire in 1883. In that
same year, 1883, Ira Carley and Edward Le Parmenter, for whom
Parmenter Street in Menominee was named, built a sawmill at
Ingalls, of which Mr. Carley was sole cwner after 1892. A
mill, built by Mre. Carley and long known as Carley's Mill
carried on onerations beside the Little Cedar River., Its
last owmer was Thomas Finn of Harinettes

John W. Yells Lumber Conmany

In the fall of 1875 a man started construction of a mill
on the bay shore, north of the charcoal furnace built by the
Menominee Iron Comany in 1872 2t the foot of Fish Court., EHis
name became the greatest in later ienominee lumbering. He was
John W. Tells, firet associated here with the Girard Lumber
Company. The mill stood on the asproximate site of the Je e
Tells sawmill today on North Stote Streete The Girard Lumber
Company was the forerunner of the big Je e Yells Lumber
Company which operated a sawmill and hardwoed fleoring mill
here until a disastrous million dollar fire in 1931. The
flooring plant and a small sawmill were rebuilt after the fire
and the company is operating today, although not with the great
oroduction it maintained before the fire. Its current produc—
tion is largely reostricted to hardwood flooring. A. C. Tells
and Raloh . “lells, sons of the late John W. ¥ells, now head
the business. John W. Wells State Park at Cedar River, one of
the finest virgin forests in the peninsula, memorialized
John W. Wells. It was the gift of his children to the State
of Michigan.

Bagley & Coopp Mill

In 1872 William B. Bagley and Edgar Me Copp built a
planing, sash and door mill on the bank of the bayou which ran
along Wirby Strect, north of Ogden Avenue, near the Alanson Fe
Iyon nome and cperated the business until 1874. In the summer




of that yesr the »artner built another planing mill between
Main Street, now Sheridan Road, and the bay shore south of
PenGilly Street. The new mill was operated only one season.
The money wanic of 1874 killed the enterprise in its infancy.
The machinery was taken from the mill and shinmned to Stevens
Point, Wisconsin for installation in & mill there and the
Bagley & Ccpp mill buildings here were abandoned.
Menominee Shore Iumber Co.

In 1BEl Stephen C. Hall of Muskegon, James A. Crozer, and
W. A. Armstrong of Menominee organized ihe Henominee Bay Shore
Lumber Company and started construction of a mill. The company
operated successfully until 1888 when it was reorganized,
several new members being admitted to the company. In 1887
and 1888 the mill was largely rebuilt and new machinery
installed, bringing its sawmill equipment to three band saws,
and making it one of Menominee's big millse. Equioment included
two 16-block shingle machines, a sawmill museum item todays
Tonese circular machines carried 10 shiangle bolts over the saw,
consuming ¢ tremendous amount of timber and roducing a
srodigious quantity of shingles. When virgin big timber became
scarce nhere the 10-block machines were discarded and finally
the Couble block machines were junked too, and the single block
shingle sav is standard today in the few remaining shingle
mills in ttig area.

Tae Henominee Bay Shore Lumber Commany's office, barns
and yard stock vere destroyed by fire on July 21, 15895, but
wit. little hindrance to the company's mill onerations. The
company corstructed extensive docks on Green Bay of edgings
and other rill waste. Most of them have been washed away by
the seas since the company abandoned cperations here and moved
its mill to Soperton, Wisconsin, about 1$03.

A. W. Clark & Commany

In 1863 Alfred W. Clark,; a Canadian who came to Menominee
from Detroit in 1888 to take a job in #. P. Barnard's sawmill,
and Fred K. Baker organized the firm of A. W. Claric & Co. and
constructed a mederate sized factory. The plant manufactured
match blocks from 2-inch lumber and sawmill trimmings. The
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blocks were sold to the Diemond Match Commeny for match manu—

facture at its nlants in Oshkosh and other cities. The |
Diamond Company later constructed a match block factory of its

own in Menominee. In recent years this served the Menominee

Lumber Yard as a warehouse for a time and was being used as a

garage by the Northwest Truck Line until it was destroyed by

fire.

In 1897 Clark bought Baker's interest in the firm which
had added a shingle mill to ite operations in 1894. Clark
enlarged the plant and branched out into other lines of weood
manufacture. The factory was raised to three stories, a
warehouse and dry kiln were added and sawvmill equipment was
installed in the shingle mill. The comany specialized in
dressed lumber, mouldings, and otner finighing lumber, and
basket bottoms. Zventually it tock over the old Pangborn
sleigh factory tc house its output of barrels.

Kinds of Woods Cut

The earliest lumbermen in the Menominee River valley cut
only white »ine. Other woods were held relatively val ue-
less at first. The pine seemed virtually inexhaustible, but
the tremendous volume of lozzing had exhzusted it in two or
three decades. Then lumbermen turned to other woods passed
by in the first cuttings. Hemlock was No. 2 wood, for it could
be floated ant river log drives were still the favored method
of geiting logs from the forest to the mill.

The Hardwoods Indugtries

Hardwoods could not be floated. They sank to the bottom
when rolled into streams. Hillions of feet of fine hardwood
logs were recklessly burned in early land clearing cperations
for lack of merchantability. Hardwood lands were favored for
farming, for hardwood is usually found growing in the virgin
state in richer soils than those of the pinelands. And hard-
wood stums rot odt quickly in the soil, & vital factor in the
laborious work of clearing land. White »ine stumps, on the
other hand, will remain in the soil with little decay for
decades.




An early merizet here for hardwoods were.the chercoal
kilns, great fieldstone "heghives! which
were filled with fine hardwood and iirad. }_‘::_\_ 5 P
Today most of the timber so consume! R f\\é,, s
wou:i.-yd be used for finishing and veneer ﬁs; ‘ﬁv-k ;% .“?{;,
woods, After the coming of the railroad fer -+Tafh, =¥ e T
in 1872 hardwood was used not only for -
charcoal, but could be hauled to the -
mills for manufacture into flooring, barrel staves, and many
other »Hroducts.

+

The Lumbermen's Unit of Land lieasure

e great swampland stands of white cedar, like the hard-
woods and softwoods with the exception of white pine, were
largely neglected in the earliest logging excent for local
peeds of fence construction and similar usess. It was the
common practice of the big lumbering companies to buy large
tracts of timberland, the section being the standard unit of
purchase, vinereas the "forty" is the common unit of farmland
measurements Indeed, some mill companies bought land by the
township, that is in blocks of 36 sections, containing 36 !
sguare miles of land. A section of land is a square mile,
containing 640 amcres. )

Cedar Swamplands Cut

After the big mill companies had logged the timber they
ctesired on t.aeir lands - the work was often done for them on
contract by jobbers — they often still had sizable holdings
of cedar anc other woods. There the mill companies' nurchases
of timberlands in later years became more selective and specific,
cedar swams still remained in their virgin state. In the last
two decades of the nineteenth century axes began to ring in
the cedar swamps, long the favored winter range of white tailed
deer, for deer yard in the swamps in midwinter snd browse on
cedar. The cedar men were a class spart from the sawmill men
of the lumbering era. Many of the big mill comnanies lagged
everything on their lands, manufacturing cedar Hosts and poles
along with their lumber, but, for the most nart, the cedar
weut lo indevmendent cedar yards, not connected with the sawmill
fir:n:-

The cedar business became an important adjunct of the
lumber trade s need for its products grew. Telegraph and
telephone lines required poles. There was 1little timber in
the prairie states and with the development of farms the
need for line fences increased and there was a steady demand
for the rot-resisting white cedar posts. At the turn of the
century the cedar block pavement was a note of elegance on
the main streets of Midwest cities. The posts were sawed in
short lengths and set upright to form a pavement which became
rubbly under wear but which was smoother than cobblestones
in the pre-concrete period. Lath was manufactured from cedar
slabs cut off in railroad tie manufacture and there was a small
market for cedar lumber, chiefly for small boat manufacture,

The Lindsley Brothers Cedar Yards snd Others

One of the earliest big cedar yards in Menominee was that
of George L. and Edward A. Lindsley, cperating as Lindsley
Brothers. Inthe winter of 1894-95 George Le Lindsley started
buying and selling cedar products here, taking his brother as
& partner in his enterprise in 1895. In Se)tember 1896 Lindsley
Brothers purchased the business of 4. L, Lewis & Co. at Goll,
Wisconsin, on the Wisconsin & Micaigan Railroad eighteen miles
from Menominee. The railroad is gome now and Goll an all-but—
forgotten way stop. The Lewis wroperty at Goll included yards,
camps, general store, office, timberlands, and stumpage. The
business Hrospered and in 1898 Lindsley Brothers bought the
yard of DeWiti Brown Cedar Gompany in the northern part of
Menominee as it was at that time. The yard was just south of
the Lloyd Menufacturing Company's big plant site on the bay
shore and it became the headquarters of the Lindsley operations
which were extengive.

In 1899 Lindsley Brothers had 60,000 nosts and moles in
their Menominee yard and in the yard at McAllister, Wisconsin
on the Wisconsin & Michigan Railroad whicn they had started
the year before, constructing a general store to serve the
little community at the cedar yard, they stocked 8,000 more
posts and poles. At the original yard at Goll the 1899 stock
inventory included 10,000 posts and poles. The firm dealt
extensively in cedar shingles and cedar blocks, cut from stocik

-



Which was logcoed slong the shore of Sreen 3oy north of lMenominee
#nd rafted ic the firm's Menominee yard in booms towed by

steam tugs. Shipments of the firm in 1899 included more than
200,000 poles alone, some of them 70 feet in length and
requiring two railroad cars for transpert.

The Lindsley yard in Menominee, covering 10 acres, was
sold to Raber & 'atson, a Chicago cedar firm, which in twurn
sold to Samuel Crawford & Son of Cedar River. This firm
used it as an outlet for their cedar cutting onerations at
Cedar Rivar, bringing stock from Cedar River to the local
yard by water for rail loading here. There was no railroad
serving Cedar River and the local railrocad was a vital link
ir the Crawford operationss.  The tie and lath mill has been
rozed and the wide track which served the firm's big derrick
is gone,

The cedar yard of Bdward E. Ayer of Chicago was another
early establishment of the trade in Menominee. It was located

. . Just south of .he present site of the Lloyd Manufacturing

Comyany's big vlant on the bay shore. Ayer conducted cedar
yards in ienominee, at Chicago and in Alpena and Cheboygan,
Michizan. e was rated one of the largest cedar operators
in the lidwest.

This firm was succeeded here and elsewhere by Raber &
Watson of Caicago, a firm composed of P. W. Raber and A. D.
Watson of Chicago, sbout 1896. The new firm acquired the
oroperty of Donovan & O'Connor, sawmill (single mill) operators,
on Sae pbay shore, including docks and piling grouncs. Much
of the firm's stock was shinoed to its Menominee yard from
cuttings along the bay by water, particularly tie cuts and
posts, Doth by towing and by scows. The firm bought cedar
toroughout the -eninsula. It bought cedar stumpage from the
Soo to Ironwood and let contracts for its cutting to jobberss
It also boughnt considerable stock from farmers and small
independent jobbers. Annual shipment of stock from tie local
yard of Raber & Watson in its heyday averaged 100,000 to
150,000 polies, 500,000 ties and about 400,000 Hosts. The
local operations were managed by Archie V. Frecman.

~ Jean Worth

THE SOJG OF THE SAW
By Jennie R. Skidmore .
(Reprinted from the Manominee Democrat, August, 1890.)

The mills were all running a race one day,
The city shook with their steadfast hum,
There were men on the streets and on the quay,
The busiest scens in Christendoms.

Thers were men in the mills and on the spiles
Men on the "boom-sticks" in the "slips".

There were men on the golden lumber piles
Calmly loading the waiting ships.

Men on the rafts far out in the bay
Silhoustted against the blus. -

Agile as squirrels, oh, wnet cared they
Now and then for a dip or two?

'Twas a scene of action, energy, life,
Yot withal, of system, order end law,
And above the tumalt, turmoil, and strife
There fitfully rose, The Song of the Sawe

"Whirl ) whirl! ye wheelg in your giddy round!
Bitel bite! ye teeth in my iron jawl
Plunge ! plunge! ye rods with a rhythmic sound!
The World awaits the fruits of the Sawl




There are boats to be builded to sail the sea,

There are towns that lag for the woodland spoil,
There are railroads projected that wait for me,

On, on, nor think of a pause in the toill

'"Tfis not now as in days when I learnt to sing,

When the Red man roved 'neath the forest trees,
When the ghy deer fell at the arrow's pingl

And the dug-outs rocked with each shifting breeze.

Gone are the deer and the stately pine,
The painted chief and the drudging squaw,
Gone are the wigwams, leaving no sign -
Frightened away by the Song of the Saw.

As the sirens sang to the sailors of old,
And lured them to death o'er the summer sea,
I sang to the world -~ to the free and the bold ~
But lured them to wealth and prosperityl

And the engineer with his fertile brain,
The gturdy mechanic with ready hands,
The merchant ever ready for gain,
Came flocking to listen from other lands,

And anon came printers, teachers, snd priests,
Doctors and juiges - ond men of the law

With their pros and cons; they admitted at least
Not ome could plead like the Song of the Sawl

And behold the city, — street on street

Of tasteful villas and brilliant storesld
The graceful bridges, the horses fleet,

The gleaming shipping along the shores.

The schools with their troops of girls and boys,
Anc the church spires rising toward the sun,
The railroad depots 'bustle and noisej -
All 1it by the brain of an Edisonl

Then whirl, ye wheels in your giddy round §
Then bite, ye teeth in my iron jawl
Then plunge, ye rods, with a rhythmic sound}

The world awaits the fruits of the Saw

So sang the Saw to the surging throng,
Oh, forever the same may its burthen be,
Long may 1t cheer the free and the strong,
For the name of the song is Menominee.




CHARCOAL INDUSTRY
By Joseph B. Gueky, 1940

Dilapidated charcoal kilng are still found in various
parts of Hemominee County, historic monuments to one of the
pioneer industries. The dome-shaped charcoal kilns look like
igloos, and tourists often ask if Indiang or the early
setilers had to construet igloos of stone to survive the
severe winters of this north country. 3By interviewing pioneer
residents now living in Harris Township, the writer has
gathered the historical facts assembled heree.

Most of the charcoal kilns in Menominee county were
conscructed of brick or flat stonme in an igloo shape and were
made during the decade of 1880 to 1890 for the purpose of
manufacturing active charcoal for use in steel blast furnaces.
From four fo six kilns were usually constructed near a rail-
road in close proximity tc a hardwood forest. Wherever feasible,
the kilns were built along hillsides to facilitate filling
of the kilns with logs as the kilns are filled from the top;
otherwise, an elevated platform was constructed.

Each kiln was approximately 25 feet in diameter at its
base gradually tapering wward to a heizht of 20 feet to the
dome—cap which was about 10 feet in diemeter. There were two
large openings in each kiln, one at the top of the kiln and
the other at the bottom. The top opening was anproximately
four feet high and five feet wide and faced the hillside or
elevated platform and was used to receive all of the wood-cuts
or logse The bottom opening was slightly larger than the top
and was used to start the fire in the kiln and later to carry
the charcoal out of the kiln. About fifteen four-inch square
openings, called air-vents, were located two foet apart all
around the iciln about three feet from the base of the kiln.

To fill the kiln preparatory io the manufacture of
charcoal the lumber men would cut green or dry hardwood treeg
into four-foot lengths. Maple trees were preferred, al though
beech, ash zné others were used. The wood-cuts were hauled
to the kilns by horses. The wood-cuts were dropped into the
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kiln through the top opening. Each piktce of wouu was
piled parallel to the ground floor arcund the kiln in twe
concentric circles. The vacant center circle,
approximately 8 feet in diameter, was filled ,=7%
with dry kindling wood, in most instancos SRAE
cedarwood plus brands from a previous
burnings A small tunnel was made from
the large opening at the bottom of I:he-";
kiln to the kindling in the center of s
the kiln for later ignition. ot 3

Approximately 40 cords of wood were required to fill
orekiln. ¥hen filled, a rag saturated with oil was tied
to the kindling matter in the center of the kiln. The
kindling and wood-cuts continued to burd until flames
were visible through the large top ojeninge Immediately,
the large opening at the base of the kiln and all but a
small hole in the top opening were sealed by stones and
plaster. The fire within the kiln gradwslly worked its
way downwsrde When the fireman saw red glowing coals in
an air-vent he would talke one-half of a brick and seal
these openings. Yhen he sealed all of the air—vents as
the red coals appeared, he then sealed the last small
hole in the top opening. At this narticular stage &f
firing, the kiln was completely sealed and allowed to burn
or char for eight days.

When the burning or charring had asparently ceased,
the plastered opening at the bottom of the kiln was re-
epened to empty the kiln of charcoal. The charcoal was
shoveled with 15-tine forks into "scuttle-bagkets" which
were made by the local Indianss Each man would carry
about one bushel of charcoal in this scuttle~basket to the
railway box car nearby. The railway cars were similar
to the present day box cars, with the exceptiom that they
were loaded from the top. Approximately a carload of



charcoal, or about 3,000 bushels, was produced from each firing
of eacn kiln, The charcoal was shipped to the steel mills
for the blast furnaces.

The charcoal industry boomed in Menominee County from
1880 to sbout 1900. Only a few dilapidated kilns now mark the
scene of one of Menominee County's first major industriess

LUMBERJACE SONGS

Lumber jacks had numercus rollicking songs about their
work. Some songs were sung far and wide, carried from one
camp to another as the men moved from place to olace. Other
songs with ¢ strong loeal flavor originated in camps and grew
in lengtn as some versifier added new stanzas to fit cemp
happenings. Mr. Matt Deschaine recalls from hig days at
Pete Arsenesu's cemp on the Pine this old Camp Seven Song.

it wes early in October, fall of Eighteen Ninety-Six
found myself in Menominee and in an awful fix.
We hired out to Arseneau the timber to cut dovm.
Two million feet must be complete
before we reach the towmd

Chorus

Run, Mackl Jump, Jim! Be careful what you do
To make the timber clatter for Arseneau will put
you throughs
Hired out to Arseneau, the timber to cut down !
Two million feet must be complete
before we reach the townl

Here's to Mister Arseneau, I'1l tell you he's right there.
It keepe him pretty busy to drive the old bay mare,
And when his day's work is done, and he sits down to rest
He's wishing for some mossback girl

to lean upon his breast !

Here's to our dandy cookee I'll have you all to know
And see him slash the hasher-box, dishes
down they go.
Oh, the boys are getting plumpy, as fat as any duck,
Their clothes will hardly fit them 'cause they get
such bully chucks

Here's to the loaders the top sleighs to load
They stend right near the skidways, all on the icy
road,
With peavey bars and hand-spikes, oh, merrily they flyl
Just keep the logs a~booming, boysl
We!ll catch them on the flye

Here's tc Camp Seven, it is the heart's delight
To curse and damn each other, and sometimes have a fight
With seavey bars and hand spikes, oh, merrily they flyd
You better keep away from them

unlegs you want to dies

Here's to Mister Hatfield and Mister Sanderstewd
There goes Dan McAllister and all his dandy crewd
And when we get to Menominee we'll see those girls
gso fine
We'll forget about these stormy days
we worked wupon the Pinel




THE MCDONAID BOYS

(OTE: This lumber camp ballad illustrates how song words became changed as they passed along
orally from one groun of singers to another. EKittson Boys became Kitchen Boys, contempt and
scorn became contemmting scorn, etc. Mrs. Peter Garrigan who learned the words in the
eighties set down the lines =@s shne recalled them. Bracketed lines have been inserted merely
to carry along the theme where original words are missing, and are not nart of the old song.

One of the least creditable episcdes in Menominee history was the lynching of the two
McDonald Boys Sept. 27, 188l. In a drunken brawl at the Leon Cota saloon in Frenchtown the

licDonalds fought the Kittson brothers, one of whom was slain.
jail. Later a mob dragzed them through the streets and hanged them.)

Kind friends, we're in confinement,
Bound down in stone walls strong;

Then listen to our story now,
Our time will not be longs]

They call us the McDonald Boys —
That's not our nromer name,

But it's not that we're in custody
That we deny the same.

Vie're raised by honest parents
And born in Canada,

Having to meke a livelihood
We came to liecnominee.

We sought for an employment
As we had often done before

We found an occupation
In a mill on the Bay Shore.

Contempting scorn and ridicule
Did seem on us to frown
Until we met those Kitchen Boys
In a place they call Frenchtown
Our day being spent, our time expired,
We felt both light and free,
Thinking it would be no harm
To go back to Menominee.

Feeling like an honest man

Wao's proud te pay his bill,

And never having the least intent
Of human blood to spill; ;

[But trouble came upon ws soon,
We met it there half way,

And striking when we were assailed,
A man soon dying WJ

To make a declaration
As best we think we can

You know liquor had the best of us
As it hes of many a man;

And if we acted in our own defense
Let Mercy lend a hand,

And if we're guilty of the crime
The law can us command.

The McDonalds were rushed to

May God forgive those Kitchen Boys
Of all their sins through life }
May Jack Fryer's days be numbered
For nrotecting us that night!
He acted like an honest man
Both noble, brave snd proud,
Until he was compelled to yield
Before so fierce a crowd.

The jail is broke,  the mob is ing
Give us one word to say,

Take a message to our mcthers
Who live in Canada.

It will make them brokenhearted
And cause them grief and pain
To think they never more shall see

Their own dear sons againe

Come, all you jolly lumbering boys
And all you miners bold,
The pain that we shell feel this night
Will elways be untold.
Think of us two young men,
All in our youthful years, "
Shun whisky and bad company
Or you'll eched bitter tears.



PAUL BUNYAN ALONG THE MENOMINEZ

Through hearsay and invention, the exploits of Paul Bunyan, legendary giant 6f old logging days, were familiar
to Menominee woodsmen. Any incident might serve as a reminder of how Paul Bunyan and his crew managed affairs in
the woods, at the mill, or on the supply farm.

Lumberjacks recalled Babe, Paul Bunyan's blue ox that measured forty-two ax-handles and a plug of tobacco between
the horns. When the going was hard, teamsters wished for the double-jointed sled which the blue ox drew at high
speed over hills and ravines, across rocks and windfnlls, the sled that slithered anlong as a snake might, witaout
pause or spill.

All timber-cutters kmew about the mighty scythe with which Paul Bunyan could fell a section of timber at a
stroke. Mill hands spoke of Paul Bunyan's mill, nlneteen stories high, equipped with machinery for lowering the
smotestacks to let the clouds drift by.

When the tote team pulled in, somsone would mention Shagline Bill
and how he had hauled to Paul Bunyan's camp from the supply farm thosge
huge potatoes which had been dug out with a stean shovels Another might
recall the carrots and parsnips exiracted with stump pullers, and tobacco
that had grown in plugs and twists. It was on this same farm that Boass,
=i ‘the butter cow, produced quantities of milk that needed only salt gtirred
) %*_in to transform it into the finest of butter, which was sent to cerp
: ‘;3:‘3 great firkins. Another cow, Samanthy, practically lived on balsan
‘which made her milk a marvelous cough syTups And there, exhilarated =
by acres of red clover tho two bees, Bill and Bum, gathered in the brief
j . 'summer season the 3500 barrels of honey needed for brerkfast flapjacls
#at campe And the snow hens laid horfiboiled eggs all winter.

el :;(/,_‘. ol _‘_r.
~ Paul Bunyen provided well for hds crew. Hot Biscult Slim, whose specialty was great pillowy biscuits dripping
with butter, and Cream Puff Fatty devised incomparable meals, never twice the sane in details. Hungry loggers were
prone to think of the immense sizzling kettles in the camp kitcher from whence were wafted delectable odorss 1han
the main dish was stew whole quarters and halves of heef floated in rich broth among the cabbage and potatoes, and
all this was accompanied by toothsome side dishes. Swift roller skaters hurried the food to lonz tables to serve
it piping hot on plates a man could hardly reach acrosse Some say that in the morning, griddles werc greased by
cookees who slid sbout over them with slabs of bacon under their feet.

As the timber was cut Poul Bunyan moved westward, and with him want some of the old-timers who regaled others
with accounts of the old camp near the lemonade springs. They told too of the year of the two winters when Loke
Michigon froze to the very bottom, and of the problems of Johnny Imklinger, the timekeeper, when he tried to arrange
three twelve-hour shifts every twenty-four hours. There never was any end ¢c the reminiscences of Paul Bunyan's
admirers.




LUMBERJACK LINGO

band saw — saw on an endless chain running over two wheels

baniking — piling logs beside a stream ready for the drive

bark mark — log marks cut into the bark

barn boss — the man in charge of the barns and livestock

binder chains - chains used to hold logs in place after loading

birl — to spin a log in the water

birler — a man sidillful at spinning logs in water

bob-sleigh —— sleigh with two sets of runners

boom — timbers laid seross a river to form a chamnel through
which logs pass

boom man — a man who works on the booms

beotjack — = simple device used by men in pulling off boots

box wood — wood cub for box maling, usually small

breaking out — loosening the logs at a landing so they will
roll inte the stream

break up — breaking up of camp in s>ring, or of ice in stream

broad-ex —— an ax used for hewing timber

bull-cook — chore boy with such duties as making fires, hemling
water and wood, looking after the bunks, etce

bunkhouse — sleeping quarters

bunks —— beds or shelves for sleeping; also, the cross ‘bar
between a pair of rumners on a sleigh

butter — any soft substance such as axle grease

cant hook — short heavy stock with a hook near the end, used
in turning heavy logs

cerriage — slide or ceble that moves logs into the mill

carriage rider — one who feeds logs on the carriage

caulks —— sharp metal points used in the soles of Doots %o
prevent slipning

center jam — a2 log jam in the center of a stream

chainer — £ man who chains logs securely on the load

channel —— water passage for logs through the booms

clers — the man in charge of supplies

cold shut — an iron link used by a blacksmith to mend a
broken chain

cock — the person who plans and cocks meals for the crew

cookee — assistant to the cook

cock shanty — building with cook in charge, where meals are
prepared and served.

erib — a structure made of logs and filled with stones
used to hold booms in place
cross—-chains — chains crossing each other, used in hocking
front and back runners together
deacon seat — long bench at the foot of the bunk
decker — the man who stacks the logs on a load
double~bit ax — ax with two bits or cutting edges
double~decker —- bunks for sleeping, built one above the other
dray — a wooden sled used for hauling logs from the woods; the
heavier end of the log rests on a bunk
dray haul — hauling logs by dray
driving — guiding logs downstream
dry racit — nlace for drying wet garments, usually a frame
sugpended from the ceiling
edger — machine through which lumber is run to put an edge on it
end mark —— log mark of owner stammed in end of log
evener — a cross bar adjusted so as to even the drawing
power of horses
felling — cutting trees
foreman -— the man in charge of a crew
"Get the VI — get the travois
goad — sharp-pointed stick used for driving oxen
go~devil - dray
ground=hog — the man on the ground directing the loading of logs
grub—hoe- — a tool used for clearing out stumps and brush roots
nigh water pants — pants with parts below the knees cut off
hot pepd = mill pond into which hot water or steam is run to
keep logs from freezing fast
hovel — stable, or barn
jam — logs whose passage is obstructed so that they pile wp
in the stream instead of floating with the current
Jamber — pole on side of sleigh to hold logs in place
jumper - small sleigh with two runners
ke tch~marker — the man who checks bark marks on logs, marking
those that have been missed, according to end marke
key log — the pivotal log which keeps a jam from breaking apart
lath butts —— tree butts used to make lath
lumber apron - a leather apron worn by lumber handlers
lumberjacik - & wor]:ma‘:n in woods or logging camps

e ‘



lumber shover — a man who piles lumber
mossback — a greenhorn
muzzle-loading bunk — a sleeping bunk built with the head toward
the wall, so men had to erawl in head first
parbuckle - a sling or rope used for hoisting
peavey or peavy —- cant hook with spike in end used for driving
logs
pelter — a worn-out horse, whose only value is its hide
pike pole = long smooth-~handled pole with spike in end, used
for driving logs
pocket —— place where logs are kept, usually in gquiet water
pole-ax —-— a single bit ax, that is, one with a single edge
pole trail — saplings laid end to end on cross nieces to make
a walk, often used along the bank of a stream
for the log drivers
prize log nocket ——-nocket for unmaried logs passing through
boom
raft =~ logs lashed together for towing or rafting
river driver -- man who works on logs floated downstream
river hog -- any msn whose work is with floating logs
river man — used chiefly of man working on river on booms
Toad monkey —— man who looks after logging roads
roller —- bar between rumners of sleigh
rollways — place where logs are piled beside river, ready to
be rolled in
"Ross that log I' — peel off the bark so the log will slide
runner dog -~ sharp-pointed brace on the end of the back runner,
used as a brake
sanling —— using sand on the icy road
sawdust —— fragments of wood, a by-product made by sawing lumber
sawing crosscut — sawing tree with a crosscut saw
sawlog == log large enough to saw into lumber
sawyer — @ man who saws timber or logs
scaler —~ the man who measures the logs
scaling -- measuring logs, as at the scaling gap
scow — a flat boat on which lumber is piled for towing to
a barge
shingle butts — tree butts used for meking shingles
shunt — to steer log to one side inteo its proper channel
skidder — a man who loads the sikids
skids —— parallel timbers laid lengthwise, on which logs are
piled

skidways — the place where logs are piled on skids, chiefly
on the bank of a stream

skyhooker =— toploader

sluice — passage way for water

snorting pole — a blanket-wrapped pole laid between men in a
bunk so they will not crowd each other out

snub the boat — tie up the boat

sorting-gap — place where logs are sorted according to log
marks and run into the right channels to reach
destination

spillway — passage for overflow water on each side of sluice

"Spoon F =~ in some sleeping quarters men slept spoon fashionj
"Spoon ¥ was the request for all to turm over

sprinkler — water tank used in making ice roads

stall nost — post at the head of a horse's stall where
harness was hung

stamoing — putting the official mark of e logging company on
the end of a log, done with a metal hammer

Start pins — pegs passing through a sleigh runner into the roller

storage gap — place where logs are kept

straw-bose — the foreman's ascistant

stray log nocket — place vhere stray logs were set aside

SWamper -— a man who cut away brush and branches to make roads

sway bars —-— bars used to steady the bunks of a sleigh

tallyman —— the man who records numbers given him by the scaler

tailing cdown —— bresking the rollways

"Timber F — the call of warning when a tree is about to fall

timber cruiser — a man who locates timberlands and estimates values

toploader — the man on top of a load of logs directing the loading

tote~team — a team which hauls supplies batween town and camp,
or from one camp to another

tram -~ an elevated roadway in a lumber yard

travois —— a V-shaped dray with a bunk, used for hauling logs
from woods

turkey — a lumberjack's clothes bag or bundle

walldng boss — a boss walking from camp to camp, assigning work

wanigan — a boat that carries orovisions or supplies

warehouse — storage space between the cook sha;:ty and bunkhouse,
used for provisions

wedges — steel wedges put above the saw cut in a tree to relieve
the pressure of the tree on the saw




TEE 10G ILRIVERS
By G.0. Shields. Reprinted in the Menominee Democrat May 15,1888.

7 When the spring rains

/ come aad the streams rise %o

i the tops of their border, the
drivers - men of a lusty,
mascular, active class - armed
with spikes and peavies, cast
the logs into the wild, surging,
foaming waters, and stert them
on their journey to the sawmill.

The skill and courage
with which these men brave
the dangers of the flood and
handle the logs is a marvel
to all who see them. With
projecting, sharp-pointed
M"ariving spikes" attached to

....-==""~their heavy boot—soles, they
! will leap into the stream
_ regardless of the depth or
P Uy D-ﬁ_zapidity of the current, and
~ ~ spring from log to log, up
—— and down or across stream at
-~ — - = will, as may be required to

: " handle best tueir unwieldy
= cargo. If it Decomes necessary
e s for one of them to go through
a stretch of open water, where the logs are not close enough
together to walk on, he forthwith drafts one inte service as
a canoe. Standing erect, he plants himself midway upon the
log; and if it rolls, he moves in the oynosite direction till
it stoos, end then, steadying it with one foot on either side
the center line, his knees sprung slightly out, "holds her
level,® anc with the aid of his pike strikes out for vherever
he desires to go.

Standing on a log, in the middle of a river that is
running thirty miles an hour, and is ten or twenty feet deep,

where the temperature of the water is 40 or 50 degrees, and
where other logs are floating all around thes irmeriled cruiser,
ready to crush him in their pitiless embrzce if he falls is a
precarious matter.

These men are often in the water to their waists or to
their necks. Their clothing end feet are wet nearly all the
time, and how they escape death by exposure is a mystery.

Their immunity can be attributed only to their iron constitutions
and to the fact that they wear tiick, heavy woolen clothing
exclusively. No man could endure thair way of life for a

week if wesring cotton, even for underclothing.

Hany a luckless driver has lost his life by a misstep and
fall into the angry waters, but the others go on undaunted,
and will as long as the sunply of pine lastse

A Jam

As the last drive came over the river, there was a good
stage of water, and the stream was full of logs for miles.
It was a grand sight to see them go over the repidse Buried
in tvhe foaming torrent they were driven agesinst each other and
against submerged rocks. Some were hurled end over end in the
wildest confusion. One large hollow log lodged with its end
upstream. Anolher half its size neaded squarely for the cavity
and made az center bullis-eye hus obstructing the oncoming logs.

For nours the logs continuesd to come over tue falls and
oile wp between the high baniks. The men struggled vainly to
release the key-vieces. Logs came by scores and by hundreds
and there was no means of checking them. The logs below, acting
as a dam, raised the stage of water all around so that each new
arrival was carried on to but not over those already in the jam.
And so the drive was hung upe The work of clearing out this jam
was continued night and day, with two crews, but it took nearly
a whole week, at & cost of several nundred dollars to undo the
harm done in a few hourse ¥Then the ksy log was finally freed,
the jam gave way, the men sprang to safety, and the logs
parted helter-skelter, once mors rushing dowmstream.

—
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Yow maybe you know wat makes it
De log on de reever to jam;
Wen she comes on de flood turnin' over,
One log drop so she will dam
De nex!' two or tree comin' after,
Now tousan® log stop in de flight,
An' de first log ‘way down below dere
She's de key log wich hol' de jam tight,

— (C.Fs Whiteshield
Formerly of Powers in Menominee County

Scaling G
From an article in the Chicago Herald, reprinted
in the Menominee Democrat Oct. 31, 1891.

About £00,000,000 feet of pine logs float cowvm the
Menominee Ziver every year, and run through tie scaling gap of
the Menominee Boom Company. The Menominee mills were the only
ones in Wisconsin that were not obliged to shut down for lack

of logs.

The fifty men emmloyed here are mostly expert loggers,
divided into sguads of catchmarkers, polsrs, scalers, and
tallymen,although the latter have only clerical work to perform.
There is a nixture of French, half-breeds, Norwegians, Irish
ard Americars in the crew, all of whom have followed logging
for years. 3ill Stenhenson, a six-foot step-brother of Isazc,
who by the way is oresident of the Boom Commany, is in charge
af the gap ¢nc did the honors when we arrived. Every log that
comes down the river bears a double mark or brand, one on the
bark and one at the end, both of which have been »Hlaced there
by the loggers in the respective camps above. These brands
denote to wlich sawmill the log belongs and every cstchmarker
must be so thnoroughly familiar with them that ne can instantly
detect the ownership. Armed with a light, keen ax, he catches
the log as it floats through the first gap, and with a quick
glence at the brand satisfies himself as to its identity. Then
if thers be no mark uppermest he deftly slashes the log in such
a vay that the scalers and sorters below him may immediately
pla.ce the omrship.

As there are gsome 600 marks in use it may be gathered
that some time must elanse before a new hand becomes sufficiently
expert to read these signs at a glance. The elementary marks
are a hack and a gpots A hack is a thin slash, a spot is a
square broad mark. The brand of one mill may be three hacks
in the form of a rabbit treck; or a hack, spot and hack or a2
spot and two hacks, or, in fact any one of 600 combinations,
and they must be at the instant command of the catchmarker,
who slashes the log as it floats by at a five-mile an hour gszit.
On the back of his ax head is a steel brand with which he taps
the log after marking. As every marker has a different brand
it is very easy to trace any errors made in marking logs, and
to that one having fewest errors at the close of the season a
prize is awarded. But aside from the prize the markers are
very proud of their expertness, and experience deep chagrin
whenever an unusual number of mistakes cccure.

At the secund gap scalers stand with tieir hook measures
ready to scele the logs and call off the result to the tallymen,
wio sit inside little box offices witn a lot of nrinted forms
outspread on a table, each one of which bears the name of saw=
mills receiving logs on the river. An expert scaler has no
need to measure the length of a log--that he can tell at a
glance; but he must measure the small end of each log for its
diameter, znd the result is then called off to the tallyman.
With three or four logs passing tharough at the same time, the
scaler must be quick as a flash. In additicn to taking the
log's diameter and guessing its length he must also read the
slashes placed by the catchmarkers 'nd ve able instantly to
announce the ownership. All the mills are known by pet nomes.
Thus the Spelding mill at ienskaune is eslled "New York,” because
it was originally owned by New York marties; tae N. Ludington
Company mill is "Ike" for the reason tnat Iszac Stephenson owns
a controlling interest; a third is called "Bob" and a fourth "Sam."
The scaler then announces, in his sing-song voice "Sam, twelve—
sixteen", by which the tallyman knows that the log is to be
charged to the KirbysCarpenter mill, that it is twelve inches
in diameter end sixteen feet in length. Away goes the log
over the dam, and later it is caught by the volers, who, reading
the marks, steer it into the proper booms




The scaling gep is very similar to a western "round-up,"
where the cowboys do their annual brandifg, only in place of
cattle there are logs. They even have mavericks here. These
fyearling strays" that have no marks of any description go
into the boom company's private yard. At the close of the year
they are sold, and the oroceeds received divided among the
mill owners, In the neighborhood of 500,000 feet of stray
logs are picked up every season. Both English and French
scalers are employed at the gap and the "reuf-quatorze® or
"douge-sieze" of the Frenchmen floats across znd mingles with
the sharser but less melodious cry of the American scaler.
Catchmarkers and scalers are maturally the best paid hands
at the gap. TWorking full time they get $58 a month, while
the polers and tallymen earn only $45. All the men go to
logging in winters

STEAY LOGS

"Zegerding the stray log business .+ « « the system
was as follows. A Stray Log Committee was ayjocinted by the

Soom Company, comprising three lumberman, a secretary, a
stperintendent, and two detectivess

" The detectives' work consisted of looking over the logs
in the various mill booms daily, noting any and all strays
found, scaling the sams, and noting on cards furnished them for
that wmrpoge with the marks on the same, and the name of the
camaxy in whose boom the same were found. Scalers in the
mill wers furnished cards and required to scale and take marks
of all strays, record same on cards daily. .

"Ths Buperintendent visited each mill, collected these
carde anc also the cards of the detectives, comoared same, and
turned cards collected from the mills over to the Secretary
where they were tabulated and at the end of the month balance
sheets were made outs If one comany sawed more logs of anyone
than the other sawed of theirs they had to pay the differences
The Stray Log Committee was a clearing house for the stray
logs. o, "

"In gddition to this many logs were rafted nere and towed {
to other places located on Green Bay and sometimes lost logs
out of booms during rough weather, wiich logs usually drifted
on shore. Crews of two or three men each gathered these logs
together and stored them in pockets on the Menominee side of
the river. Later in the season thess logs so taken care of
with other logs picked wp floating down the river from the
Rafting Gap, were advertised and soli to the highest bidder,
the bidder sawing up the same.

"The Superintendent of Stray Lozs put a scaler in the mill,
scaled all logs and recorded the marzs on same. This scale
went to the Secretary of the Stray Log Committee. Hach log
owner was credited with his logs if any appeared and paid out
of funds from the sale of same in accordance to the amount
S0 appearing.

"The amount retrieved by the comnittee varied from year
to year from 1,200,000 feet to a little over 2,@0,000 feets

"I do not remember the year of the peak operstions e e
logs passing through the scaling gep toteled a little over
600,000,000. A year or two previous and a year or two follow-
ing the pesk the amount scaled reachad better than 500,000,800
feet. lonominee and larinette at that time was the largest
lumber cender in the country, manufacturing 100,000,000 feet
of lumber annually.

"Digging into a nocket of an old bockcase of mine that
escaped the fire I found my old book of log marks and owners!
names woalch I am forwarding to you o . .

"I passed my 85th birthday the 1lth of last October (1937)
e +« « 1 find there are but. few men around here that were
alive and active at that time (the days of heavy logzing),
in fact most of them were not, born."

i o
r ., "/L/’h‘:" , Menominee
Widely'kmown as "Stray Log Phillips."




LOG MARKS IN USE ALONG THE MENOMINZE IN THE ZIGHTIES AWD THE JINETIES
William Phillips was as familiar as any man with the hundreds of log marks used in theyighties and nineties and well earned his nickname WSkray
Log Phillips"™. TFor occasional use he carried in his pocket a much-worn fat little leather-bound bock. When it was new the managzement had listed on
right hand pagee in alphabetical order, cme or two to & page, all owners' names, Under each name were listed in black ink the eund marks of logs-and
opposite eact end mark a second column in red showed its corresponding side mark. The beautiful ﬁ?ﬁogr&ﬁhy of orig%ml entries has lost something in
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SAWMILL DAYS IN THE EIGHTIES

Menominee Herald 9/24/85 The new ten-hour law became
effective September 21. Every mill in Menominee is closed
down, not a wheel is turning until new contracts are signed.
Men asked to work the same time as men in Marinette (11 hours)
will agree to verbal contracts, but not written, as union
regulations do not permit.

Venominee Herald 4/21/87 Lumbermen estimate that there
are 600,000,000 feet of logs in and on the i{enominee river,
the greater portion to be sawed this season.

Menouinee Herald 5/19/87 It looks strange to a person
not accustomed to it to witnsss the army of men employed in
the larger mills just before the mill starts up for its day's
work, sitting here and there, singing, talling in a half-
dozen lenguages, and smolking old black-stained pipes, walling
patiently for the whistle to blow "time". It is equally
amusing to see this force of all nationglities working lilke
bees togsther.

lenominee Herald 5/26/87 A few years ago the Kirby
Carpenter ccmpany was satisfied with its cut of one million
feet of lumber per week from its two millg, but the demends
of the business have compelled the firm to build another mill
and make additional improvements to old ones, so that today
tuis commeny is sawing 3,000,000 feet of lumber per week.
One of its four bandsaws now in operation cut over 50,000 feet
on Tuesday last, and the three mills turned out over half a
million feet on that day. This company nas the largest sav—
mill nlant in the United States and is one of the leading
lumber mamufacturing compenies of the worlde

Mencminee Herald 6/30/87 A four-ineh plank, 16 feet
long and clear as a bell was sawed at the Detroit Lumber
company's mill one day last weecke.

Menominee Herald 10/6/87 The Girard Lumber comrany
burned out October 4. Five million feet of nine lumber was

Oconto, and also at Iron Mountain, which is between 60 and
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burned or badly damaged . « « The flameg ascended to a

great height, giving a lurid appearance to the sky for miles s« .+
We are informed that the light from burning lumber piles

was distinctly seen at Ellis Junction, 22 miles distant, at

70 miles from Menominee.

When the fire burned away the blocks which formed the
foundation of the tall lumber piles and elevated them above
the pier, the masses of pine toppled over and nlunged from
the slips at either side, that part of tie material remaining
above water continuing to burn as fiercely as before. To
save the piers, the Barton ard other tuzs ran the masses of
lumber seavarde This operation continued uutil the bay was
covered for a distance of nearly half a mile with these
blazing niles, which made an imposing spectacles

. Hemominee Democrat 10/22/87 ienomines has eleven mills
and t’f? Seper L-::m'bcr comany will start in 1888, Those now
operaving are the Kirby Carpeater commany ——3; Ludington,
Wells & anich;:iik —23; A. Spies: Dohsrty Baars Lumbes
coreny; Ietroit Lumber company; Ramsey & Jones:

& Sons; Feters & Horrison. i ol BN L5

ifenomines Democrat 12/8/88 On Thursday Joim I
observed with six or eight/tﬁothleas ganga\’safrsanwh;z;tg:mi:as
prepared to prove were stripped of their teeth by "dogs"
imbedded in the logs. These "dogs" are -ieces of iron driven
into the logs by the boom men in order to lash them together
In' talding thom out the men are not very narticular and 'break.
quite a number of them off, and broken pieces play havoc vwith
the saws and entail danger for the men around the sawse

Yenominge Democrat 7/26/90 Tnis has been a busy
week for
1.\;:1122: ::arr:le:;s, '_wTunat;anda and Chicago being the main points
signment. Twenty-seven clearances vere %
Menominee custom house. 1 B




LOGGING CAMPS
By. A.M. Sutherland

{NOTE: A.M. Sutherland who lived for many years at
Ingalls and later at Menominee was not a woodsman, but a
railroad man. His description of the early small logging
camp was secured from an old woodeman. His account of the
later camp was from his own observation.)

Early Small Logging Camp

This camp for thirty men was located near a small lake.
It was bullt of large hemlock 16gs, hewn on the inside and
covered with thick cedar shekes overlaid with small cedar
boughs and when covered with a foot and a half of snow had
2 good warm roof. One half of the building was the bunk
room and the other half was kitchen and dining room. In the
roof over the bunk room and Ikitchen there was a box about
a foot sguare made of split cedar to draw off the foul air

and smoke.

The single bunks were made of peeled spruce poles and
the bottoms were covered with smaller poles with a little
spring to them. The bedticks were of striped ticking filled
with swemp hay and the pillows were the same. There were
two pairs of woolen blankets and a pillow for each bunk,
and there was a lower and an upper bunk.

About in the center of the room stood the big box stove
using four-foot wood, and on the stove was a large boiler
filled with water for the use of the men to wash. The men
on going to bed removed their pants, coats, and shoe-packs,
but not their woolen wunderwear until they quit work in the

spring.

In the kitchen-dining room part of the camp, the table
lege were driven into the ground, sawed off at the right
length and copped; and the top was made of split basswood.
The benches on both sides of the table were made in the same

way.

Pear the end of the room was a kind of crib about six
feet by ten, ond three and a half feet high made of spruce
logs and filled at the bottom with hard packed earth, the
upper part was filled with sand.

The cooking implements were six flat kettles about the
shape of a cheese box. They were made of cast iron. The
covers fitted closely nnd came down over the sides about
three inches. A kettle was lifted about by its bail. A fire
of dry cedar or other wood was built on the sond and kept
going until the sand was very hot. It was allowed to burn
down and then the cinders were rnked off and holes made in
the sand into which the kettles were lowered and covered with
hot sand. A lighter fire was then set going until in the
opinion of the cook the contents of the kettles were cooked.
Bread as well as meat and vegetables was cooked in these
kettles.

When the cooking was finighed the cinders and sand were
scraped off, the bails were raised and a pole run uncer them,
and a man at each end of the pole lifted the kettles from
the sand and placed them on the table. The bread kettles
were turned upside cown on the table and the kettles slipped
off the bread. The meat and vegetables were cdished out into
large oblong deep basine in which there was a big iron spoon
vith which the men helped themselves. Frying was done in a
large frying pan over a hardwood fire on the crib.

Later Comps

On the twenty=fourth of June, 1890 I entered the employ
of the Duluth, Scuth Shore & Atlantic Ry. Co. and was given
charge of the western division as mssistant superintendent.
Thig division had just been finighed and over two-thirds of
it was through heavy woodland and lumber camps were started
all plong the line. I visited many of them ond noted the
great lifference between them and the camps of early days.

« « « At one of these camps there were two buildings
each about 60! by 25!, end to end but between the ends there
was a space of about fifteen feet. The same roof covered




both buildings. The roof was laid with two layers of one-
ingh boards on top of which were laid two thiclmesses of tar
paper held in place by small nails through holes in one-inch
tin washers.

The ventilating boxes were three feet square, the tops
were closed, and there were slats on two sides. The floors
were laid with boards dressed on one side.

The bunks were built for two men, with a good mattress,
feather pillows, and four pairs of woolen blankets. In front
of the bunic there was a bench for the use of the men when
dressing. There was a big window in the outside ends of the
camps with glazed double sash. In one cormer there was a
small room with a bunk in it for the cock and all along the
rest of the end there was a wide table on which there were
three or four mixing troughs that looked something like small
bathtubs. The cook mixed the dough and the cookees cut it up
and put it in the baking pans. In this part of the
there was a large six~hole cookstove and in the fire box of the
stove there were two three-inch holes. Through these holes
were two pipes, the ends in the fire-box beinz comnected by
two elbows. The other ends of the pipes went through holes
in the side of a large hardwood barrel, and this arrangement
kept the water in the barrel hot.

Besides the cookees there was a chore boy. This was a
mignomer as the chore boy was an old lumberjack too old to
work in the woods. Hig duties were to make up the bumnks,
sweep out the bunk room and keep the cook's woodbox filled.
There was a man to saw and split the stove wood.

The Cook was the monarch of the dining room. He allowed
no loud talking, and the man who left anything on his plate
or in his coffee basin heard from the Cook in a very emphatic
manner. I have had dinner in the camp with the superintendent,
and we spoke not a word.

NO. 1 PICTURE PAGE

The views of the Menominee county lumbering industry in
its later years have been made available through the courtesy
of a number of persons who loaned the cards reproduced.

First row on left, top to bottom« Pictures loaned by
Je Ps Johngon (Standing at left front of a, wearing

checked maclinaw.)
ae Camp near Devil's Creek.
be Ready to fell a trees.
ce Loading logs. The team at the side does the loading.

Second, or middle, row, top to bottome

de Load of logs for Cedar River mill,
Eileen Miller.

e« Samuel Crawford & Sons Iumber Company of Cedar River
sent supplies to their woods camps by means of the
mile tote team here shown. This picture, mailed in
1910, was loaned by Mrs. Ernest laduron, Menominees

fe Menominee River Drivers in their Bateauxe Picture
loaned by John Hallfrisch of Lale Tovnships Post—
marked 1907.

Third, or last, row, top to bottom.
g+ Hauling logse Camp near Nandesu. Note the runners &
the small traine Card was mailed 1913, Loaned by
Miss Katherine Knss, Birch Crecks :
he Camp of Rasner Brothers & Schmidt at Foxe “Plcture
loaned by Miss Clara Rasner, Greenwoodse
i Js We Wells Lumber Company yards at Menominee

Picture loaned by
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THE PASSING OF THE LUMBERJACK

Adapted from Menominee Herald-Leader, 1906

With the disappearance of the immense primeval forests
of northern Michigan « « « the picturesque lumberjack,
long the typical figure of this regiom, is fast ceasing to be
a type and in the course of a few years will be only a tradition
of a past era .« . . The lumberjack today begins to show
more the impress of advancing civilization and the ranks are
being recruited from the class of farmers whose newly settled
holdings are not sufficient to maintain their femilies so that
the men are forced to go info the woods to work in winter.

The old lumberjack was a marked characters As a rule he
was a hard drinker, = loud swearer, improvident, careless of
dress, happy-go-lucky, yet, withal, kindhearted, fairminded and
patriotic, a good friend and a good enemy. He could be as
¥ind as any to a friend, and he could hit his enemies a harder
blow than perhaps any other class of men —— and he was never
bashful about using his fistss

In the fall Jack set out for the woods, usually a crowd
going together, laughing and singing, shouting and cracking
Tough jokese His "turkey" on his back consisted usually of a
coarse potato sack tied across the shoulders with a strap or
piece of rope ond contained a few clothes and other articles
that went to make up his "idt."

In the woods he worked through the cold winter months
from dawn of day until dark. At night he was usually glad to
bolt his food and retire to his rough board bumk in the long
low cemp shanty and sleep the good sound sleep earncd by his
day of toils On Sunday if he felt inclined to do so much
honor to the appearance of civilization, he would shave, cut
his hair, bathe, wash end mend his clothes. As a rule there
was 1little chance in winter to get out for social enjoyment
and little opportunity to spend hia moneye. Usually all would
go well and the jackie would lead a sober, industrious
life for months.

&

When spring came, however, with the melting of the snows
the camps were broken up and Jack would pack his ¥turicey" and
draw his winter's pay, amounting gometimes to several hundred
dollars. Then he would hike for the settlements eager for
freedom and ready for a good time. It was small wonder then that
he endeavored to make up for lost time, spending his money
recklessly and indulging in all sorts of excesses until his money
was all spent, gambled away, or stolens ;

Jack would wake up from his spree, either in jail or under
the sidewalk, his head aching, his clothes town, and his
pockets empty. He would drift around for awhile and then go
back to the woods to repeat the processe

It is a notable fact that except during recent years the
lumberjack was largely of old Yankee stocks

THE TIMBER INDUSTRY IN 1906
B-L 7/14/06

That the timber industry of the county is not a thing of
the past is shown by the fact that loggers are getting ready
for next season's outpute

Crawford & Sons of Cedar River have a number of camps
in operation, peeling hemlock bark which is used in tanninge
A great deal of cutting and skidding is done by Crawford & Sons,
also the cutting of logging roads.

The Mashek Company is also operating camps along the
Indiantown & Southerm railroad, which timber will be cut up
by Hall's mill at Gourley and also by the Heath mille

Nadeau Brothers of Nadeau will commence cperations in
timber as soon as the weather is coolers They are cutting
the bigzest stock of logs ever received in their mill yard at
Nadeau.

Menominee has great products of tamarack piling which is
used in building foundations for huge skyscrapers in large
citiess The government is also a large consumer of pilings in
building brealwaters, docks, and lighthouse pierss




NO. 2 PICTURE PAGE

First row at top of page, across, left to right.
ae. Part of 0ld Cemp I near the Big Cedar.
be Arrival of the Chuck Wagon, with the noon meals
cs River Drivers on the Big Cedar.

Middle row, across, left to right.

de LaCount's High Banks where logs were banked for
the drive down the Big Cedare

e« Loading logs. Men are from the William Hanf camp
in the Cedar River area.

fv The William Hanf camp crew before the cockhouse at
campe The large man seated with a cook on each
side is the boss William Hanf.

Bottom row, acroes, left to right. Local uses of logs.
ge Remains of old charcoal kilns near the C. & NoW. tracks
east of Wilsom. (1940)
he Paper mill at Menominee, (1940)
i. Portable mill at Jule Deschaine's Lumberyard, LaBranche. (1940)

Pictures of lumbering in the Gourley township area were mgde
avallable through the courtesy of Mrs. Charles LaCount. These are
the views designated a, D, c, and de

The pictures of the men of the William Hanf camp were secured
through the kindness of Mr. Hanf's grand-daughter, Miss Eileen Miller
of the Wldwood community in Ingallston townships These are views
2 and f.

The picture of the paper mill at Menominee is used through the
courtesy of the Conant Studio, Menominee.
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MENOMINEE -- OTHER DAYS AND WAYS

The accounts in the following pages give vivid pictures of
days long paste They are not intenced to cover exhaustively the
fields of history and reminiscence, and perhaps do not even
mention by name many persons whose conbributions to community
life were of outstanding importence. Some such persons left no
written memoirs; others may have written accounts that have not
been made available for this boclke MAgain a number of the
older persons of the present day have infended %o prepare notes
of reminiscences but have not yet done soe Perhaps theirs will
appear in some later chronicles




THE LENOMINZE INDIANS AND THE COMING OF FUR TRADZRS
By Josephine Ingalls Sawyer

(Following are excernts from a maper -repared by lrs.
Sawyer to be read at the 0ld Settlers! Bangquet in Menominee
in 1923. Mrs. Sawyer spent almost all her life in llenominees
She was the caughter of Judge E. S. Ingalls who came %o
Menominee in 1859, became prominent in local affairs,
published the first newspaper, and in 1876 comsiled the
1876 CENTEI'NIAL HISTORY OF THE TWIN CITIES. His daughter
Josephine married As L. Sawyer, who with her assistance
in regearch compiled a three volume history of the Upper
Peninsula.)

" Picture this territory to the north, covered with
almost unbrolken forests of the finest of wood, untouched by
the blight of commerce, unharmed by the woodman's ax. That
vast forest country with its rolling surface of hills and
valleys extending in gradual ascent to the mountainous country
northward, had as its only highways, except here and there an
Indian trail, the fine river system of the Menominee, Whose
chief branches penetrated that region of slumbering wealth
waiting for its commercial age.

Picture also the natural results of such a combination
of forest #nd stream. How could the streams be otner than
peopled with fish and the home of the beaver, the martem, and
the mink? How could the forests be other than swarming with
wild game, such as bear, deer, and lynx?

It was into a condition like this that the first
settlers, as fur traders, introduced themselves to the
resident Indianse.

They found upon the north bank of the Menominee, from a
point where the paper mill bridge is now located, up to and
including the grounds of the Country Club, the Hengminge
Indian Village. The tribe, though generally reputed to have
been peaceful, was not as populous as in times pasps Tradition

159

says it was recovering from the effects of the great "Sturgem
War", fought between the Chipoewas and the Menominees on the
site of that village many, many years befores

At the time of the traders, waere now is located Main St.
{Sheridan Road) there was a long, narrow sandy ridge, timbered
with scrub osk and jackpine, with the bay washing its easterly
front, and its westerly edge falling off into a great sleugh
that spread out from the river to the region of the Sugar
Factory and the St. Paul Depct and extended north past the
present location of Ogden Avenue. That slough, and another
to the south of S5t. Ann's church, were filled with an abundance
of wild rice, wiich served as a great attraction to wild ducks
and other water fowl, and was the nome of many fur-bearing
animalse.

. . -

At that time the river flowed in all its majesty, unhamper-
ed by dams, uncrossed by bridge, and there were no wharfs or
docks on the banks of either river or bays

There is no doubt that both the Indians and the first
gettlers endured many hardships and suffered many privations
in the rigorous winter seasons, but they must have had endearing
compensations. Imagine yourself in a canoe, fishing on the
bay or running the tempting rapids of the river. Imagine a
trip into the forest where, after a day's journey, you camped
for the night on a bed of boughs, with a green forest cancpy
as your saelter, the breath of balsam and cedar as a tonic,
and were lulled to sleep by the tune of a rippling brooke.

The Indiang kept no records, or prattically none, and
the early traders did no better Because there were
no records kept ve do not know exactly the date when the
first permanent white settler came, but it is fairly established
that it was about 1796 Louis Chappiew was this first
mane v

-




THE PIRST TRADING POSTS
By Judge Eleazer S. Ingalls

(This account is taken from Judge Ingalls' 1876
CENTENNIAL HISTORY)

The first white man who came tec lenominee to stay was
Louis Chappien (or Chappee), an Indian trader, who came here
as an agent for the American Fur Company and established a
post in 1796. (This post was on the Wisconsin side of the
river, nearly opposite the Indian Village spoken of in the
article by lirs. Sawyer as being located on the Michigan side
near the site of Riverside Country Club).

At that time many thousand Indians visited the Menominee
River every season, while to the north and about the head-
guarters of the river, and towards Lake Sweriocr, the Chippewas
had numerous villages which were accessible by birch canoes:
There was =n abundance of beaver, olter, mink, muskrat, martin
and fishers, bear, deer; and less valuable game, throughout
the ccuntry, end this post became an importent trading point.

Chappien was a French-Canadian voyageur, with sufficient
education to keep what beoks were necessary for an Indian
trading post, and was apparently the right man for the place.
He was stirring end active, end had sufficient courage and
nerve for any emerzency that might arige. Ee had a large
number of men, picked un from that class of Canadian voyageurs
who preferred a life in the seolitude of the forests to a home
with civilization, and his post sometimes presented the appear-
ance of a well garrisoned fort, and at other times he was left
almost solitary znd alone to defend it if hostile Indians
approached.

Hig post was solidly built of logs with palisades made of
heavy timbers set in the ground around it. Some portions of
hig post near Chapoee's Rapids were remaining when the writer
of this came in the country in 1859.

A story is told illustrating his nerve in danger as well
as the uncomfortable position an Indian trader is sometimes

7
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placed in when nis nost is far cut »n the frontier. away
from civilized men. I state the story as it was related
to me by John G. Kittson, several y2ars before his deathe.

All of the white men belonging to the post had been
sent away on various expeditions, l2aving only Chappieus and
another man. A bend of Indians from a distence. who were
none too friendly, ceme to the pust, and before Chappieu
had discovered the character of his visitors they had come
within the stockade and inside the bvilding used for the
storercom. Ai first they began peaceably to talk of trade,
but soon got noisy and threatering. and it was not long befae
he became satisfied, from their actions, that the cbject of
their visit was to rob him of his grods and probably to
lift his scalps

To fight them was out of the question, for not only
were they inside of the stockade, but were crowding around
his small counter inside of the store tuilding and all of
his reliable men were miles away whare he could not recall
them: He tried by pleasant words to still the storm and
avert the danger, withou®t avail; thay grew mose and more
threatening, and when, as he thought, the crisis had nearly
approachod, he rolled cut a keg of gumpowder which was open
at the end, and catching wp a loaded pistel he cocked it
and pointed it into the gunpowder, and with flashing eyes
turned to their chief and told him %$hat if every Indian was
not cut of the stockade in two minutes he would fire inte
the gunpowder, and send them all to the happy hunting grounds. .,
They knew by his tone and the flash of hig eye that he
meant business, and being suddenly impressed with the idea
that discretion was the better part of velor, in less than
two minutes not an Indian was to be seen incide the stockade.
The best of the matter was that they became so favorably
impressed with his bravery, they immediately made friends with y
him, and he got a good trade with them, and they always T
remained his friends, and often afterwards visited him, to
his and the American Fur Company's great profit < « « He
carried on his trade with the Indians for many years, until

dispossessed by Farnsworth & Brush, as will be hereafter stated.




After being dispossessed of his (Wisconsin) property by
them he crossed the Menominee River (to the Hichigan side
about 1823) and built a new trading post near the foot of
fChanoee's Rapids"—which were named after him—about five
miles up the river from the village of Menominee.- There
he remained trading with the Indians until he died; in 1852.

He swrrounded this post with palisades in the same manner
as he did the first one, and some of these remained standing
until after I came into the country. Chappieu took to himself
a squaw, with whom he lived, and raised cnildren, as was the
custom with the traders in those days, but to whom he was
never married. Some of the descendants a few years ago were,
end probably now are, living about the Peshtigo River, in
Cconto county, Wisconsine

The next permanent white settlers who came were William
Farnsworth and Charles Brush, who came the same season, and
operated together aftsr their arrival. They arrived in 1822.
Tney were stirring, wide-awake business men, but without so
nice a sense of meup and teum as would stand particularly in
the way of their carrying out any enterprise thet they might
undertake. About the first important enterprise they entered

into was to root out Cheppieu from his trading post, before
alluded toe

Unfortunately, Chapnieu, through want of discretion, or
perhaps forgetting that he was then the only white settler
in the country having authority, opened the way for them, and
mace the opportunity of which they were only too ready to
avail themselves.

Owing to some difficulty, Chappieu, soon after they came
on the river, got intc a quarrel with the chiefs—Spaniard
and Shenegesick, and a brother of the latter. During the
fracas he lost a thumb. Making more of the matter than
prudence required, he caused these chiefs to be arrésted and
takken to Green Bay, (Fort Howard) and imprisoned in, the fort
there by the United States troops stationed at that place.

These chiefs were told that they were to be taken to
Detroit and imprisomed there, and in some way they got the

jdea that as a punishment for the loss of Chappicu's thumb
they were to have their teeth kmocked out. These stories
were, undoubtedly, started by some of the white men, and
told the Indians to "get a sell en them,® (to use a slang
term). The Indians, being very credulous, believed the
reports and told the chiefs, who, as well as their followers,
were very much frightened and supposed the offense was a very
serious one.

Tis was an opportunity for Farnsworth. For many ycars
before he came to Menominee he had been employed by the
American Fur Company, and was well acquainted with Indian
customs, their language and habits of tiought. Possibly
he had scmething to do in circulating the stories, though
that such is the fact, tradition saith not. At any rate the
chance was too good to be lost, and wnen their terror had
approached its climax, he made his way to Green Bay and
interceded for the chiefs with such good effect that he
ebtained their release.

This made the tribe his fast friends for life, and a
blow was thus struck at Chappieu's jopularity from which
he never fully recovered. The good will of the chiefs did
not end with words. Ttzy strove to show their aporeciation
of one who had proved a friend indeed, when they were in
need, by making him a grant of all :he land on that side
of the river, from the mouth to the rapids, (lower dam)
wiaich grant included Chappieu's trading post.

How far back from the river tha grant extended, tradition
does not show, and ag there is no written record of the grant,
there is now no means of ascertaining, but as land at that
time had no stated market value, it is presumable that it
extended ag far bdck as he might choose to consider it, so
that it did not interfere with anybody's rights who might be
living on the Peshtigo River. This presymption is strengthened
by the fact that the Indians, who only wanted the land for
hunting purposes, could‘continue to hawve’ just as much use of
it ag if they had not given it away.

The one tning that Farnsworth wanted most he got. That




was Chappieu's trading post. One day when the latter was
away, taking sdvantage of his absence, Farnsworih and his
followers cntered and took possession of the poste They
»iled the zoods, wares, whisky, furs, squaws, papooses, etc.®
out, end as writs for "forcible entry snd detainer" were not
in fashion then on the Menominee, and the aggressors were the
stronger party, Chappieu, on his return, feeling completely
disgusted with the turn things had taken, piled hig traps inte
his cances and paddled them up to the foot of the rapids which
still bear his name, and there built another stoclkade, as I
have before stated, and made a final stand for his rights.

Waile the course taken by Farnsworth in this matter, may
not have been strictly according to the code now suppesed to
regulate the acts of the pecple of the State of Wisconsin, it
was one step forward in the course of civilization on the
Menominee Eiver, in fact it was the firsi step toward it.
Though Farneworth was an Indian trader, he was also something
more; he had good business capacity, and Brush, who was
associated with him, had guite as goods

The First Farmer in Memominee County

The next wioite man to take up peormanent residence in
what is now lienominee County was John G. Hitison. He came in
1826 as a cleric for the American Fur Commany under Chappieu.
He wae the son of a 3ritish officer who was, or had been
stationed in Canada. Mr. XKitison spent the remainder of his
life in this wvicinity, and died in 1872, his death being
hastened, £s it ie believed, by the exposure and suffering he
and his family were subjected to en the night of the great
woods fire in October, 1871.

He was a very intelligent and stirring man snd was all
his life actively engaged in the fur trade or in ferming, and
he had the honor of clearing and working the first farms evel
opened in this county, one at Weusaukee Bend above Grand
Rapids, =zn¢ another at Chsppee's Rapids, near the old trading
post, where he resided for many years before the great fire.

Hittscn had great influence over the Indisns, and was at .

all times a friend to their interests. The Indisns always
spoke of Wr. Zittson as "the writer," a name they gave him
on account of his doing all the writing for them in their
various transactions with the government. He has ‘left many
descendants wlo still meke the Menominee their home. One
son, John Xittson, was killed in the war of the rebellion in
Sherman's march to ths sea. :
Other Early Settlers

In 1826 came also Joseph Duncan wiao was employed as &
packer by the American Fur Company. He was a brave scldier
and fought the battle of Platisburgh. He might be entitled
to a pension, only, unfortunately, he was fighting on the
wrong side. Ze was a British soldier, is still living, and
mekes his home with Charles iicLeod, and believes himself to
be between 80 and 90 years old, though he cannot tell exactlye

The next white men who came to stay permanently were
Baptiste Premeaun and Charles icleod, who arrived in 1832.
They are st$ill living here at Henominee, Charles lclecd
being now 64 years old (in 1876). ;

Joseph De Cote (De Cota) came the same year (1832) and
is still alive. He is living on a farm at White Rapids,
and is now in 1876, 70 years eld. A good story is teld of
De Cota, w.io is French, and does not talk the bdest of English.
A few years ago he had a lawsuit with Jobn G. Xittson, with
whom he was not on the best of terms, about a horse whieh
Kittson replevined. De Cota could not eneak the name Kittson
but always called it "Dixon."™ Soon after the time of the
suit with Fittson, a Catholic priest, who made ocecasional
visits to the Menominee River, and tarough the wild settle-
mente, came here and visited De Cota at Wuite Rapidse

De Cota made him a present of a nony to assigt him in
his travels on his missionary journeyss. The matter of his
suit vith Kittson would occesionally come wp, and ne invariably
worked himself into a passion, and after exhausting svery
expletive in the Canadian~French vocabulery, he would cocl off
with, "Vell, I give vay twe hoss; I give von to de Lord and 1
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give von to de devil; I give von to de priest and I give
von to John Dixon."

EARLY DAYS IN MENOMINEE
By Catherine Lyon Boswell (1896)

I first saw what is now our beautiful and prosperous city
on a lovely morning in June, 1853, and all we could see from
our point of view wag two small houses and a few fish shanties,
the rest was trees —— nature in all her unadorned beauty.

After breakfasting on sturgeon and other good things at
Quimbys, cooked as only Mrs. Quimby could cock, we went on
board 2 small boat which was to take us to the end of our
Jjourney, a place on the Wisconsin side of the river, near
where the old paper mill stands. There were three comfortable
houses there, occupied by John B. Jacobs, his mother Marinette,
and the third was to be our home for an indefinite time.

The river was a broad expanse of water reaching from
shore to ghore, not an igland to be seen till you came to one
vhere Isaac Stephenson's mill now stands. That island had a
cabin on it in which John Tebo and his family lived. It was
called Tebo's Island. At that time there was but one mill,

a small water mill near the middle dam« All the Triver below
that dam was clear of booms, piers, etc., a beautiful sight.

Our only mode of conveyance in summer was by log or bark
canoe. Thare were no streets, no use for them, as there was
but one pair of horses end lumber wagon and that for use about
the mill « « « There were no schools, no churches, and
hardly any civilization.

The first winter we spent here my sister was to be married,
s0 arrangements were made with the mail carrier — whose coming,
by the way, was but twice a month — to bring the Reve Jeremizh
Porter with him on the next trips This was the first marriage
ceremony ever performed on the river so far as kmowne

Mr. Porter remained over Sunday and preached in my father's
house « .« .« Everybody came to hear him and small ag the
house was, thers was room for everybody.

You who get your mail delivered to your door twice a day
can realize very little of what it was to lmow that we could
get ours only on the 15th and the 23d of each month and the
eagerness with which we looked for the mail carrier, a sail
boat in summer, a pack on his back in the fall and spring
between ice and water, and a pony team on the ice in the winters
The rigks the mail carrier had to run to get to us I fear we
hardly considered in our anxiety to hear from our friends.

There were more Indians here then white people, Indians
who wore moccasins and lived in wigwams. But they had one
advantage; when the wigwam became too filthy for an Indian even
to endure, they could toke it down and in a short time set it
uwp in a clean place. The earth was the floor and, of course,
was never swepts There was a fire in the micdle of the place,
and the family squatted around it im a circle. Yes, I said

uatted, for there were no seats but the grounds In the
sumier o fire was built outside the wigwam a little way, but
when the weather was warm they slept wherever they hanpened
to be.

Tnere were not to exceed a dozen families of white people
on the river, the most of the men engaged about the mill. Our
shopping had to be done in Chicago or Green Bay, so you can
imagine not much of it was done. There wers but two dry goods
stores at Green Bay at that time, neither of them large.

(NOTE: Catherine Lyon was a daughter of A.F. Lyon who
later married William Boswell, an early mail carrier. In a
few respects her recollections differ from those of her younger
brother, James F. Lyon. It is well to remember that hers were
written in the prime of life, a lititle over forty years after
coming to lenominee, while James F. Lyons' reminiscences were
brought to rind eighty-seven years after his coming,)
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REMINISCENCES
By Nicholas Gewehr (1904)

On the fourteenth of September, 1850, I landed on the
shores of Menominee, coming here on the old propeller Jim
Wood which was running between Chicago and Green Bay .« « =«
We landed on the bay shore east of Main street near where
Grand avenue (Quimby Ave.) now is. John Quimby, Sr. and family
were living close by and north of Eveland Court and Moin
strest, Mr. Andrew Eveland lived.

Both were fishermen and used seines, pound nets not
being known at that time. The nearest fisherman south of
Henominee was Levi Hale who lived sbout two miles south of
the Peshtigo river. There were no other fishermen on the
bay shore as far north as Cedor Rivers

Charles McLeod's house was the firat on the Michigan
gide near the river, above Tebo's island. There were no roads
from the river to the McLeod home, only trails through the
woods and swamps « » o« at the foot of Ogden avenug .« «.e
Eveland court « o+ o and south-of Kirby streets All three
of the trails came together near Ogden avemnus and Broadways.

Tven Main street (Sheridan Road) was not opened at that
time. John Be. Jacobs had a small store across the river from
Mcleod's and Mrs. Marinette and Dre Hall also had houses
built across the river in Wisconsin. Other. than that I
believe that section of the country was a bigger wilderness
than Menominee - - ™

I worked for John Quimby, the fisherman, and stayed
with him until the spring of 1852 when I and Julius Heimbeck
joined in partnersghip + - « We conld not agree « s <o
and I went baclc to Milwaukee « - - I returned a month
afterwards, however, with the intention of finding work at
Cedar River, and I did. I remained theTe until snow fell
and then went with a lumber crew, remaining in a nearbvy camp
through the winter . . .« During the fore part of the

} _{ra

spring I went to Racine to learn the cooperage trade and in
the spring of 1854 I came back to Menominee to work for
Mr. Quimby meking fish barrels.

In 1854-56 I was in company with the Hackeman Brothers
and between us we made 30,000 fish staves that season. These
we brought to Birch Creek and sold at a good pricee

I then built a new house and married Miss Katherine
Cammann, a sister of Mrs. Henry Bade (of Birch Creek). In
1871 1 found my strength failing me, so I gave up fishing
and kept on coopering.
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September 4th, londay P.M. Left home with a boat I had pre-

pared for the purpose. FProvisioned it for two Hersons one
month, myself and son. Concluded to try it without other
help as we found it difficult to procure a suitable person
for an assistant on the voyage. Landed the first night
about a mile sbove the Chappee Rapidse :

5th. Pushed on leisurely end camped at night at the
mouth of Iittle Cedar River, foot ef Grand Fapidss A
severe rain commenced
sbout midnight and
lasbted until 9 A
. Soon as w& were up in
» the morning and before
" we had attempted to
meke fire, two Indians,
father and son, landed
by the side of our
boat and came to the
- tent. They had been
- _out all night in a
- S 4 7 gmall hunting canoe,
very heavily laden, as%y = 3 P
may well believe, for besided . o L
themselves, they had guns and
a small pack, an old female 3
bear and two cubs. Yhatl Py
alive? you ask. Oh, nol they
had killed them the day before
and were hastening down the s
river with them not yet dressed.
e gave them a good breakfast ]
and they were very thankful
for they nad nothing with them
to kindle a fire with or eat

TRIP UP THE MENOMINEE RIVER IN THE FALL OF 1854
A Diary Account Written by Alanson ¥. Lyon, September, 1854

(yiote: A. Fo Lyon wes the father of James F. Lyon whose reminiscences of lienominee in esrly
days apoear elsewhere in this book. He came to Menominee in 1853 and moved his family nere in 1853.)

except the bear meat. They offered to dress the bear and
give us some of the meat, which we declined. They started
down the river as soon as they got through eating, and we
wp when it ceased raining. -

Yednesday, 6th. Pushed on up the river and camped near Je
Kittson's. I had forgotten to mention yesterday that we
met Mr. Burt just below Twin Islends, a government surveyor
on his way down, His men having got lame and disabled
prevented his finishing what he wished to accomplishs He
was after a hand or two and intended returning up the rivers

Trursday, 7the FKittson's Shanghai crossed with us in the
morninge We cooked and ate our breakfast of duck which
was very fine. Made our portage at Zittson's, partly
before he was up, chatted with Kittsons a little while,
and pushed on. Stopped at Decotos (near White Rapids) a
short time. Got some notatoes and green corn, mush (rmek)
melon and watermelon to tzke alonz with use A good many
Indians were here and at Kittson's on their way downe
We saw several canoes come througa the rapids. Yellow Dog
and his family and others. Jim Crow is here, and they say
there are no more Indians above the rivers They are 2ll
thug far on their way downe Pushed on and camped at
Battise' old place (Note. Baptiste Primeau or Premo), head
of Wnite Fapids. DeCoto was very glad to see us and was
enxious for us to stay with him. Seid ought not to hurry
on, that I was.working too hard; but I promised to stop
vihen I came downe

Friday, Bth. It commenced raining soon efter midnight and
rained hard and incessantly until late in the PelMe so that
we kept in our tent all daye.

gaturday, 9th, 'e pushed on up to Pemene Falls as we have a
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zortage to make, got our tent in order, and shall pass the
Sabbath here.

Sunday, 10tli, THambled about the falls a little, but staid in
the tent most of the day. The river is narrowed Cown to a
few rods here between the two hard jagzed -oints of rock
through which it has worn or broken its way and rushed down
with great violence, the rapids commencing some little way
above the great pitch.

Monday, lith. kade our wortage and got started again at about
9 o'clocl: zad was »ushing on up when we saw a deer (the
first we asd geen) crossing the river some way above use
T2 landec near where he went out of the water and l{orzan
tried to get a shot at him, but the fellow was too wide
awake for nim. Got within a few rods waen the deer saw him
first anc he was soon up and off. Got to P.Pe7. made the
portage rnc went on a little above the Grand Island, »itching
our tent for night on the Wisconsin side on a Norway nlain.

Tuesday, 12th. Started about 7 o'clock in the morning and made
a vush for Sturgeon Falls, which we reached about noon and
the sortege wiich is a steep rock verhaps 100 feet raise in
15 rods, tis whole wortage may be 60 rods as steep down one
side 26 it is high uwp the other. This 2Jortzge we made and
were tired enough io camp without starting any further,
Today we have seen three deer and Morgan has siiot three
times, once a very good chance but he g0t no venison which
rather mcrtified him. He has got a duek for us now and
taen, hovever, which relishes welle (k=

i v &2 %
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fednesday, 18th. Got to foot of Send Rapifs about nocne

Cannot see why this is called Sznd Rapids for the bed of

the river is a perfect bed of boulders without any

regular chancel going among them. The whole river is

white with foam as far op as you can see it, say 80 or

100 rodss We took the nortage trail and walked to the

head of it about 1} miles. At the head of the trail is a
considerable fall. While looking sbout here we discovered

a trail leading around this fzll only and concluded that

the Indians some times made a short aortage only when

they are on the descending route. I observed fresh barefoot
tracks en this short trail and on cur return to the foot

of the repids found an Indian and squaw nad landed with

their bark canoe which they had turned up in the sun to dry
in order to mend a hole which they had broken in it coming
through the rapids. Ve exchanged a little brea’ and pori
Wwith him for some dried venison and some notatoese He soomn
menced his canoe and went on probably as far as the Sturgeon
Falle that nighte

On our way this morninz we ran our boat up a
A small still run a few rods whsn we found a
= )\t dittle lake of 50 or 60 acres. Te soon
“ @i fdiscovered a fine deer feeding or rather
k standing in the grass at che margin of the
/i b AR

water. I paddled the boat direct for him
and he stood and looked at us carelessly as
an ox until we were within 12 or 15 rods when
he wallced away. Horgan did not shoot at hime ¥ighed to
get a little nearer. %e concluded not to make a long
portage, but to camp here and examine for timber as far as
Quimesec on foots Ye find on the island here that they
have a camp and a tree marked with pencil Green Bay and
Lake Swperior RR Survey August 15, 1854 No names. Two
leaves form a work in astrology pinned or pegged to a tree.
The comsany, whoever they were, had evidently spent some
days here, I nresume timber hunters = iheir railroad story
to the contrery notwithstandinge

Thursday, l4th. Took an all day tramp in the woods following

township line T 39, R29 = T 37, R 30 and on section line




startirg % mile above ocur teat but coming to the river
again some miles below. Got home tired as usual, cooked
and ate our supper and laid down to rests

o MENOMINEE RIVER
Started for Quinnesec Falls and reached there
The fall is a splendid one
about £0 feet nearly perpendicular, the river is narrow
and the water a perfect mass of foam and spray with rain-

Friday, 15the
about half past ten o'clock.

bows ir every direction. The place is well represented

oy the picture you have seen of it in the geological
resort. ZHeturned to camp and got a late cinner and down
the river to some timber we had observed yessterday a little
more tian a mile, pitched our tent where there had been

a large lodge or rather two or three large lodges of
Indiane and a great deal of venison dried, made our bed,
got plenty of wood, ate our pork and bread, and laid

dorm trat night for a good sleepe.

Saturday, 1G6th. Examined the lots we came here for and find
tnem zcod. Vaile on this examination Morgen shot a duck
and a yartridge which will give us a fine relish for two
meals. Got back to camp about noon. Ate a little and
went dowvn the river with boat near a mile to malke prelim-

inery cbservations on the Wisconsin side, traveling three *j :

or four miles among thick pine and hemlock woods. Found
what we were anxious to find, a line'and figures, returnea
to our boat and up to camp, cut wood for night. Ate a
duck and laid down for Saturday night. Deer tracks fresh
with well beaten trails in all directions while we were
away from our boat today, there was a deer to it and

tracked all around so that he must nave been here some
time. We have speht no time hunting or watching for them,
but should much like to get one.

und. 17th. A rainy morning. Got breskfast about 8
o'clock and shall probably lie in camp all day. Ceased
raining about noon and we had a fine afternoons Amused
ourselves with whitiling.

Mo 18th. 3roke camp and moved down the river a little.
Teft all in the boat and went on a line west on the
Michigan side. Traveled until 5 Pule when we got back to

our boat and pitched our tent on the Wisconsin side and
got things as comfortable as circumstances would permi te
{le?r in the woodss

Today is the first that we have seen
Wle ran upon him when he was asleep
sure, for he could not have been . &
more than 50 feet from me when he !

bounded up and was off. Morgan
was not in a position to get a
shot at him which he much regretted

 RITTEIV
Tuesday, 19th, Examined timber anc decided locations all
day anc came home satisfied with my cayls work, at all
events satisfied that I was very tireds A little shower
just after noon has made the woodg rather wet. We have
killed no game since last Saturcay and begin to want

something fresh. ‘ ? _‘&

Wednesday, 20th. Soon after we were ud in the morning we
hoard & flock of wild geese. Got our breakfast offoork,
bread and coffec. Struck our tent and started for the
mouth of the Sturgeon Fiver. On our way down Morgan
shot a duck waich served us a good meale At this point
(mouth of Sturgeon River) we had match work to do and
emaining here examining and locating for timber until
\Saturday. We saw several deer on our travels but none
"near enough to shoot. When looking for lines and
timber, talking and thraghing along through the brush,
the deer hear and see us before we do them for they
have long ears and sharp eyes. Ve were hunting for
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I have
not finished. Our vicinity at the mouth of the Sturgeon

tiwber not deer, and have spent no time hunting game.

River keeps us well supplied with duckse We have no
music. Have but the roar of the falls above and 98N
below us anc the constant chatter of the red squirrel
of wiich the woods are full, generally you might sit at our
tent end shoot as many as you please for thsy are saucy

- enough to come close to yous In one of
our woods rambles liorgan saw a porcupine
on top of a pine tree and tried a shot at
him, tut as we did not consider him worth
the ammunition we left him and went ong

e

Broke our encampment and moved down below
Sturgeon Falls. Made a portage which is the worst we
have had to malkce in about two hours. This is the one I
mentioned 2s Deing right up and right down, but coming
downstream it is worse than up. Got camped about one or
two o'clock but Morgan and myself felt more like resting
than anything else so we laid about camp bringing as you
see two Sundays together.

Sunday, 24th. Here below Sturgeon Falls we have a
little adaition to the music. The sturgeons often
break the stillness with a heavy splash and plunge
into the water and judging from the noise made in
the nignt some of them must be very large. The river here
is not very wide, but all the way between Sturgeon and
Pemene Pan Wau Fallg it is quite deepe

Monday, 25th. Ve feel quite fresh this morning and after
breakfast started to finish our work about Sturgeon which
we did to our satisfaction, and on.

Tuesday, 26th. Started down the river, made some observations
along tn= river and made two portages, Pemehe Pan Weu and
Pemene, runming our boat through all the rést of the rapids
and camed at the lower end of the Pemene portagee.

Wednesday, 27th. Pushed on down to DeCotos at the foot of
the White Fapids. The river is very low and some of the

Saturd prach oo 08
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rapids are quite rough but our boat works admirably down -
stream as well as up. We left our oars znd irons on the
first portage as we went wp, but have had the use of

them today and from this down shall find them very usefule

Staid last night at DeCotos. ?;'&

You would hardly suppose that a white man could live as 2" o»
he does, but he seems happy enough with his little half N
naked boys. We got plenty of potatoes here and f"i"‘f b2

- / I*d!@gp‘?
some venison of DeCotos and some of an Indian c._—'?g %.g_a‘_,. -

so that although our bread bag is getting lo AT
we shall get along well for provisions to i %%’3‘%
last as long as we wish. I forgot to mentio = A’z e
yesterday that Morgan shot a fine white goodek A ﬁ o e
wnich I dressed last evening and have it with us in the

boate ¥e do both wish that Mothsr had it homee hat a

fine meal it would make yous We have had an Indian

passenger from White Rapids down to Xittsonts, but he

wasn't very sociable as he could neither speak nor understand
Bnclishe Stopped a few minutes at Kittsonls where we got

our first news from home which we had since we left. We
discovered very soon, when we came to the place yesterday
that men had been up to drive logs but they were too lates
about six days before we came up the men should have been
heres Guess there is some trouble zbout logs at the mill

by this timee.
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NOTE: THE LYONS

Alanson F. Lyon who wrote the foregoing account in 1854
died at Fort Howard, Wisconsin in 1891, at the age of almost
94. He was born while George Vashington was president and
lived through nearly a century of nrogress and turmoil in
national life. His daughter, Mrs. Sue Lyon Douglas whose
account of early schools appears elsewhere, lived well nast
the century mark, snd James F. Lyon with many useful well-
svent years behind him is still living in Menominee (1940) at
the age of 97. He is, perhaps, Menrminee's most highly
regarded citizen, the last remaining Civil War vetoran of
Ipon Post Wo. 266, G.A.R., named for an older brother who lost
his life in the war.

Zach year James F. Lyon has given the Gettysburg Address
on Memorial Day, standing with bared hecad near the monument
on the G.A.2. plot in Eiverside Cemetery. After a crispling
fall he was unable to appear in person at the Memorial Day
exercises in 1940, but at the request of the Amsrican Legicn
8 recording was made, so his voice was still heard delivering
I&ncoln's deathless words.

TRAVEL BY VATSR IN EARLY DAYS
By James F. Lyon, 1923

Uy father came here in 1852, how he got here I do not
know but he came back tc Pennsylvania in 1853 after nis family
then consisting of a wife, four girlg snd three boys of whom
I was the youngest, a little less than ten years of age. We
left our Fennsylvania home in June, 1853 via the N.Y. & E.
Bailway tc Buffalo where we went on board the steamer Michigan
and five days later were landed in the middle of the night
om board the barque Churubusco lying on the anchorage outside.
Bo boats could come into the river then, and the Michigan's
csptain knew so litile of the west shore that after coming
into Green Bay he followed the east shore until omsosite
Mepominse and then ran straight acrcss and after landing us

went straight back across tha bay before resuming his courses
e used to call this the Pound because when we got here they
found it exceedingly difficult to get away azain.

We were supposed to get our mail twice -er month, some—
times both mails came ihe same week, depsnding on the weather,
The late Josiah Brooks was carrying the mail from Green Bay
here, in the summer months, with a sail boat; from here to
Marquette an Indian, David Xaquatosh, tod: it sometimes om
foot and sometimes with a boat to some point on Little Bay de
Noc and from there on foot in the winter, ponies or degs or
a man's backe.

A little later John B. Jscoba, 2 son of Madam Farnsworth
(Karinette) who was ot that time an Indian trader, purchased
the steamer "Queen City" and nlaced her on a regular run
between here and Green Bay, one day up and the next day downe
I cannct now remember what year that was but I think it must
have been 1858 or 1859. From then con things improved. There
was the "Fannie Fisk" put on the route by Joel Se Fisk of
Green Bay cn alternate days wita the "Queen City". Then the
railroad was completed to Green 2ay and rail frcm Escanaba
to Negaunce and a daily line of boats, the Saginaw came from
Oconto, with a scow in tow, took the Cconto freight and the
passengers to Oconto,.

JNDRUS EVELAND ~ FIRST SETTLER IN DOWHTOUN MENOMINEE
lgnominee Democrat 10/19/89

When Andrus Zveland came to the spot where Menominee now
stands in September, 1843, there was not sven-a log shanty . .
It was a wilderness, but a paradise for syortsmen. Deer were
plentiful enc veniscn a staple article of diete With gun and
fishing rod the cld settlers did not lack for food, At the
time Mr. Eveland came here there were four settlers in the
vicinity -~ Charles McLeod, Samuecl Farnsworth, John €. Jacobs
and Mrs. Marinette Farnsworth after whom the city of Marinette
was named.




Mr. Eveland built the first house in MNenominee snd cut
the first roads through the woods. One rcad was over what
was called the graveyard bluff. (NOTE: A large marker near
Ogcden Avenue marks Graveyard Bluff or Burying Ground Point,
as it is uesually called.) . « o Mr. Zveland assisted in
building tke first schoolhouse.

In the first winter of 1843-44 Mr. Sveland got out a
cargo of skingles, shaved by hand, and shipped them to Richmond
& Co. at Fscine, Wisconsin, In succeeding winters he got out
stock for Eall & Co., kenominee, who had a small lumber mill
run by water power and menned mostly by Indians. In the summer
season he engaged in fishing and nurchased furs from the
Indians.

In these days it was rather difficult to obtain provisions
the nearest point of civilization being Green 3ay through a
nearly tracicless forest. In the summer season the irip was
made in bairk canoes of rude construction and in winter by
traveling on ice.

At cne time Mr. Zveland followed fishing quite extensively,
employing ¢s many as 20 men. He was then in partnership with
2 man name¢ Hanley, sheriff of the county.

Mr. Bveland, although of Yankee parentage, was borm in
Upper Canaca in what is known as the London Digtrict. He was
born in 1817 . . o+ 1In the year 1836 he came to Chicago
end secured employment on the old steamer Chicago, »lying
between Chicago and St. Joseph.

He was married in Racine, Wisconsin in 1849 and has nine
children, seven girls and two boys, all living. (HOTZ: Some
of his descendants still live in Menominee, 1940.)

WILLIAM G. BOSWELL - PIONE=ZR
Menominee Democrat 5/4/89

As early as 1843 William G. Boswell visited this section
of the country, coming here with Darius Clark.

At that time

Whitney and Gilbert of Green Bay had the contract to carry the
mails between Green Bay and Copper Harbor, or Fort Wilkins, as
the place was also called, a garrison of 500 men being

stationed there. Mr. Soswell, then a young man of perhaps

24 years of age, was induced to accept a »osition of mail
messenger and many were the vicissitudes and hardships which he
encountered in the several years following, during which he
performed this service. It required eizht days to make the trip
between this ooint and L'Anse, the path leading through a track—
less forest and being shown by blaged trees which required the
skill of a true woodsman to discover. There were no bridges
over the streams that had to be crossed between Duck Creek

and Fort Willkins.

At that time Menominee consisted of a few primitive looke
ing houses and fish shanties on the shores, Charles iicLeod,
Andrus Eveland and a few more of the early settlers were here
and made a living by lumbering, fishing, and hunting.

ire Doswell was born in Haverhill, N.He Hay 13, 1819 znd
came west in 1838 to Chicago, znd soon afterward to Green Bay.
In 1846 ir. Soswell secured the contract to cerry mail between
Fort Howard, Wisconsin and Copper Harbor. The contract stipue
lated two trips a month during the winters. He performed this
service for about nine years, during which time he met with
many perilous adventures and remarksble escapes from death o o

In 1347 he built a sawmill at L'Anse. In the year of
1853 Hr. Boswell mede Menominee his headquarters, continuning
carrying mail to June, 1854. In company with Eastern parties
he built the New York mill at Menekaune, the first steam mill
on the river. This was in 1854~55. About this time Mr. Boswell
became interested in schools — and school mal'amse He assisted
in building the first schoolhouse in Menominee County « o
and later married a school teacher, Miss Xate Be Lyon, a
daughter of A. F. Lyon. (NOTE: At the time of his death
May 1, 1891 he had large real estate interests.)




MINOWIITZS 1% 1853 DESCRIBED BY JAMES F. LYCH, 96
By Jean Worth

(woTm:

This article, written by Mr. Worth, incorporates the reminiscences of
James F. Lyon eighty-seven years after he first came to Menominee.

The whole story

anpeared in the gpecial issue of the lenominee Herald Leader September 4, 1940. In
mimeogravhing, some omissions have been made, chiefly for topics treated under other

Madings.)

In 1BE3 the S.S. Michigan, a wood-burning sidewheeler,
was making round trips every two weeks between Buffalo and
Green Bay, Wisconsin, with many way stops. On one of her trips
that year the Michigan was boarded at Buffalo by Alanson F.
Iyon of Bredford County, Penngylvania, his wife, four daughters
and three sons. Mr. Lyon was bound for lfenominees in the new
State of Michigan to run a water sawmill for Lemuel S. Zllsworth.

When Jim Lyon Was 9

Tne yrungest of Mr. Lyon's sons was James F. Lyon, then
9 years olé. This is an article about sarly Menominece as
rememberad by James Fo Iyon .+ «

There was no coal traffic on the Great Iakes in 1853.
Steamboats used cordwcod to stoke their boilers, as did the
early railroad locomotives of thet day. 'Wood was plentiful
anG cheap, dut it was buliy and burned quicky, necessitating
frequent stops for refueling, which ratarded the voyage.

Sees Fing Strang

On thet swmamer trip in 1853 the §.S. Michigan stcodjed at
Cleveland, Toledo, Detroit, Port Huron , Lake Huron norts,
Mackinac Island, and Beaver Island. The last named stop stands
forth clearly in the memory of Jamee Lyon, though it was 87
Years ago snd he was only a boy of 9. For on Beaver Island he

saw "King™ Strang the mystic leader of the Mormon colony which
reared a community and a great tabernacle on the island. The

Mormons on Beaver Igland and the Irish on Macldnac Island were
bitter enemies.

Strang's colony collapsed after he was murdered

0!

by a sailor off a ship docked at the island. Beaver Island was
a wooding station for early steamships and there the Michigan
stepped for cordwood and there S-year-old James Lyon saw fabled
Strang, toe Mormon king, remembered as s man bearded and
roughly dressed.

From Ssaver Island the Hichigen went on across Lake Michigan,
through Death's Door passage into Groen Bay end across the baye
The vessel was oif its regular run to deliver the Lyon family
at ilenomines. There was no dock at Menominee and the Menominee
Fiver was not navigable for steamboats so the Michigan debarked
the ILyons with their household goods on the deck of a barque
whi... vas riding at anchor off the beach. leading lumbers

Hot Prenossessing

From tnis sailing vessel the family wes later carried
ashore in the barque's yawl. Their first imoressions ¢f their
home vere not prepossessing. As thay aoorosched the shore they
could sea but two houses worthy of tha name. About both of
them there cluttered a collection of smaller dwellings, veritable
shacks. One was the house of Joihn Quimby, pioneer Menominee
resident whc "tock in strangers." It stood on the present site
of Hotel Menominee.

The Quimby home was a good sized frame house, sided and
painted (an unusual elegance on the frontier of the day) with
shaved-shingle roof. The home burned later and a larger hotel
building was erected by Quimby. It was acquired by S. Pe Saxton
and then in turn by Samuel K. Stephenson, who razed it to make
way for the Se M. Steohenson hotel (Hotel Memominee) which he




erected in impressive style in 1881. John Quimby was a
commercial fisherman. His fich shanty stood on the beach
behind his home. The homes of some of his worlmen stood about
his own along the trail that is now Sheridan Road. It followed
the top of a sandy ridge along the beach. The bay was on one
side and a bayou and marsh from the river on the other.

Farther north up the beach there stood the home of Andrus
Eveland. He, too, was a commercial fisherman, and his fishing
shanty stocd by his house, on a sits which is the aniroximate
site of the M. & M. Brewing Company's office todaye. Zveland
did not live on nearby Eveland Court, waich was named for him.

Sawmill Settlement

To the west of the Quimby home was the water and rushes
of the bayou. To the west of the Eveland home was a swamp
forest of tamarack, cedar, and other evergreens. Along the
present route of Ogden Avenue there was a trail that led up
rivere At its end there stood the colony which comprised
most of the Kenominee of 1853. It was cluttered about a water
sawmill that stood over the Menominee River by a dam that
stretcned from the present site of Riverside CountryClub links
te an island in the river, snd then on to the Wisconsin shore
at a point waere stands the Park Mill of the Southern Kraft
Corporation in Marinette today.

It was not an impressive community. The mill dominated
the buildings, wnich comorised ten or a dozen houses on high
ground above the mill, a blaclksmith shop and the other fixtures
of the early sawmill settlements. The population of the
communi ty wes more than balf Irish snd it was called Killgobin.
The name ie almost entirely forgotten now. It is not written
in any of the esrly history books. It did not endure. But it
was the nmame of the first real white settlement on the Menominee
River --Killgobin. It was a nickname, of course, for the
name Menominee dominated the region, although the early French
missionaries had referred to the Menominee River as the Ste
Michael and so named an early mission on the Harinette bank.

fio Paint On Buildings

Xillgobin's houses were of frame construction. One large
structure built to house three families was called "The
Barracks." A two-story boarding house stood on the high bank
near the mill and endured after most of the settlement was
gone. Tnere is no trace of Killgobin toGay. Some buildings
had shaved shingle roofs and some had batien roofs. None was
painted. In these houses lived the men wno worked in the
sawnill. It was a water mill of the undershot, current typees
That means that the river current in passing under the mill
building (built on piling driven into the river bed) turmed
paddle wheels set in the river. There was one of each of
these wheels for each piece of machinery in the mill , o s

There were no lumberyards in connection with early water
piIle. s e The logs stayed in the river until the sawyers
were realy for them. T%hen they were sawed the sawdust fell
into the stream, the slabs and edgings were tossed into the
stream to float away and the green lumber was piled into rafts
for floating dowvnstream to the river's mouth and out into the
bay for loading on vessels. No vessel could navigate upstream
to tae mill.

Third Mill On The River

Only white pine was sawed in the mill at Killgobin, clear
white pine from virgin stands along the banks of the Menominee
River. Already the saw and axe of the lumbermen had invaded
the stands as far uoriver as Grand Rapids where the i, & M.
Light é& Traction Company's hydro-eslectric generating plant
was built later. The timber in the back country of the lower
river basin was not exhausted for many years. That which was
most accessible for river driving was cut first.

The water mill at Killgobin was the third sawmill on the
Menominee River. The first was built in 1832 by William
Farnsworth and Charles Brush « + The second mill on the
river was built at Twin Islands by Charles McLeod of Menominee,




q whose home stood on the river near the nresent aporoach to the
Erdlitz Street bridge « « « This mill was reported haunted
by a headless ghost.

Hall Builds Mill

In 1843 Dr. John c. '59.11 and a man md Jerome e . -
bought Charles Brush's interest in Farnsworth & Brush. The
next y=ar they bought Farnsworth!s interest and built a new
mill with six saws and a cepacity of six million feet, a giant
mill compared to the earlier mills of Farnsworth & Brush and
McLeod. Trhis was the mill around which grew up the 1lit®le
settlement named XKillgobin. Along the river,folks called this
mill *he "gtream mill™ . .+ .

Mill Burns in 1856

In 1863 Ellsworth, Shepard & Douglas purchased the mill
from Dr. Ez1l's ecreditors. This was the deal that brought
Alanson F. Lyon to Menominee with his family in the sumuer of
1853. TFor ne was hired by Lemuel S. Ellsworth, a Pennsylvanian,
to run the mill. ZFut Ellsworth, Shepard & Douglas Became
involved in debt, too, and in 1855 the property was assigned
to Ludingtcn & Fawes.

The acgignees leased the mill to Streeter & Boswell, who
operated it for a time. Thomas Jackson Streeter was a kinsman
of ®014 Fickory" and William G. Boswell held tne first contract
to carry tke mail from Green Bay to Marquette. The Boswells
are remembered in the names of Boswell street and school . The
school was nemed for Mrs. Kate Lyon Boswell (a sister of James
F. Iyon), who was the first woman to serve on the Kenmominee
school board (1888) and the street was named for her husband,
¥William G. Boswell.

While idle in the fall of 1856 the mill waich Hall &
Jerome had built in high hopes 11 years before burned to the
water's edge. The pioneering era in lumbering on the Menominee
River was cver. Tnree water mills had been erected and all
three hed been failures. But the mew era of the steam sawmill
was at hané. The days of big mills and big profits was just
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ghead. But that is snother era than the one of lienominee of
1863. The big mills were to change forever the ajpearance

of that early village with a single water mill, two fisheries,
an Indian nopulation—a pokey little froatier town that might
never have been more than a village were it not for the great
whi te nine forests which stood in the basin of the Menominee
River.

It was beautiful timber—rising higher than you could throw
an axe before it branched out. And that meant clear, kmotless
Jumber of highest quality, Lumber to build homes in the prairie
states thot were being opened to the plow and nrogresss Those
pine forests changed the destiny of Menominees They are all
gone now. There is not a 40 acre stand of virgin pine in the
whole breadth of the Upper Peninsula. But in their destruction
fortunes were created and cities were built. Fenominee wvas
one of those cities.

The Mission House

After his unhappy sawmill venture, Dre Hall practiced
medicine along the river for many years and Mrse. Hall taught
school. It was a haphazard sort of school, as were all the
early schools on the river. There wasn't much regularity to
sessiong or attendance and the curriculum was restricted to
the available books and books were not nlentifule

Dr. Hall lived in the old Mission House in Marinette o
Three Houses in Marinette

Besides the Mission House on the Marinette bank of the
river there were two other houses. They were those of ®Queen”
Marinette and of her son, John Jacobs. Both stood near the
Migsion House on Riverside Avenue between Hettie Street and
the reilroad tracke of todays Jonn Jacobs®! house was a trading —
post, a two story building, the lower floor of which was a
boathouse where the Indiang left their canoces before going
upstairs to shop. These were the three houses in Marinette.
There were no others in 1853, although there were scattered
Indian wigwams.
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The Indians who dwelt on the Menominee River did not /
live in teepees like the western plains Indians. The cone
shaped Indian dwelling of poles and hides
was unknovn here. The Menominees built
round bowl-shaped lodges of pole frames
covered with hides or birch bark or mats
woven of the long grasses. that grew in
the sloughlands along the river.

Indian Lodge

In 18535 the population on both sides
of the river here was about 200. Of
these about 150 were white people and ~ _

50 were Irdians. iiany Indians ceme and ~ ///’&\‘\ e =

went, but there was a resident population -

of about only a half- hundred. They did

not all dwell in one Indian village, but were scattered aboute
A favorite resort of the Tndians was Burying Ground Point,
which is at the foot of 3ridge Street, cnce the approach of
the middle bridge, now a paved street rumning from Ogden Avenue
to a dead end at the river by John Reindl's home. There were
a few tall Norway pines at Burying Ground Point and ii was
high ground. There the winds blew and there the squaws liked
to gather to winnow the wild rice which they harvested in the
river bottoms. There the rice tossed into the air fell on a
blanket while the breeze carried the chaff away. MNost of the
Indiang, however, lived on the Marinette side of the river
near the dam at the water mille The head man of the local
Indians woes away a good deals It is not recorded that he was
called "chief."

en Marinette

Best remembered of the Indians is "Queen" Marinette, for
whom the City of Marinette was named. Her name was Marinette
Chevalier and she never onretended to any status of Indian
"royalty." Her tribe is not known. She was taken to Marinette
from Mackinac Island by her first mate, an Bnglish Jew trader
named John Jacobs, for whom their son was named. He was a
representative of the Northwest Fur Company and he eventually
returned to England. The community of Marinetie was quite a
city before anyone called her "Queen" Marinette. The honorary
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title may have cerived from the name of her son's steamboat.
John Jacob's "Queen City," a sidewheeler, was the first
steamboat on the river. It ran from his trading post to Green
Bay, making the trip down one day and back the next.

When Farnsworth and Brush
came to the river, Marinette
became the wife of Farnsworth
and three children were born of
the union. They were George
P. Farngworth, who later managed
the United States Hotel at Green
Bay, Joseon Farnsworth, and Jane
Farnsworth, who wed George Dunette,
o bookkeeper for the N. Ludington
Company. GQueen Marinette was
qui te elderly in 1853. Her
second mate, John Farnsworth,

was drovmed wien the Lady Elgin ,_{

was wrecked off Waukegan in Lake . .fny .o -
Michizan in 1860. Queen Marinette ‘e ol-etwes—"

orobably had white blood but her

feutures were Indian. Her brother, Bartholomew Chevalier,
an. is squaw lived in a wigwam in Marinette.

McLeod Indians' Friend

Charles McLeod’s house on the Menominee bank of the river
Just below the present site of the Zrdlitz Street bridge was o
favorite rendezvous of the Indians. There was no regular
Indian cemetery here in 1853, although the late Louis Kaquatosh
reported there was one on the river island known today as
Railroad Island in his youth about 1870.

In 1853 most Indian burials were made on the Marinette
bank of the river along what is now Riverside Avenue. From
Queen Marinette's home to the mouth of the river there was
no other frame dwelling on the Marinette bank of the river,
although there were occasional wigwams.

«The river wag navigable up to the first rapids, now site




of the No. 1 dam of the Souihern Xraft Corporation nere. The
rapids were a favorite resori of the Indians at time of spawning
Tuns of fish, particulariy sturgeon, which swarmed into the
river in thousande, hmge figh that were speared by the Indians.
They werc so large oune cften mude a lcad for a cances Sturgeon
eggs were also orized by tne Indians, who stripoed the spawning
fish of roe to make a sort cf putrid caviar. It was often put
in an ¢ld dygout canoe end there it fermented under the sun
and rain, with the flies aitracted in swarmse The Indians
stirred this mess with a paddle eand from it they ate. They
were not factidious about tieir eating and tainted meat was not
spurned. Jszmes Lyon was told as a Boy that an Indian would

eat anything he cculd tite, and as & young fellow in a frontier
sawmill town he came to believe it.

Indian Dress in 1853

The Henominee Indiamas were orovided with a reservation
at Keshena. Visconsin, and most of them left the river here.
Notable amorng those who stayed was Bernard Kaquatosh, who lived
in a house vaen most of the local tribesmen were living in
wigwomrs. Pernord was the fzther of the late Louis Kaquatosh,
often mislakenly called Louis Sernard, the last of the Henominees
in lenominee, who died here February 16, 1939.

3ven in 1853 the Indians had forsaiken most of their
native habits of dress. The squaws wore shapeless store
dregses for the most part and the bucks commonly wore a calico
siLirt and peir of leggings with a scalloped-edged welt along
the gide sezm. They seldom wore hats, and feathers were cften
woven into their braided hair. Usually they were the feathers
of the wild passenger pigeons which nassed in such fabulous

flights that they carkened the sky with their sumbers, cutting
off the sun for hours.

The Indians were fond of whislyy, wnhich was called
"gkuteo~wabeo,” meaning "fire water" in the Menominee Indian
tongue. The fire water of the day was corn whigky, brought in
by sailing vessels and libverally watered. « .« .

Jim Crow and Yellow Deg

Among the Indian 'tharacters" here was a Menominee named
Jim Crow by Dr. Hall, vho saved his life, but not his sight,
after a squaw had discharged o loaded musket in his face.
There was no pmellet in the rifle, but the owder burns seared
the Indian's eyes, destroying his sight. It hapoened in a
wigwam set wp near the McLeod home and blind Jim Crow became
known to all in Henominee. An Indian named Yellow Dog was
another familiar character. He was a saiftless fellow with a
fatal liking for skutao-waboo.

When the sawmill by the dam upriver was still struggling
vainly for success that it never attained, there were two
commerciel fisheries on ths bay shore th-t were thriving.
They were lienominse's first successful industry and one that
still sndures, emnloying hundreds of men in the counties of
lienomines anc Harinette. The two fisheries hare in 1853 were
those of John Quimby, "who took in strangers," and Andrus
Zveland. The method of fishing then emloyed is no longer
familiar in these waters.

If used today it would not net enough fish to furnish a
meal for a family «' « o

Hea eine Catches

Quimby snd Eveland used 80-rod ssimws thot were pulled
out into the bar by fish boats, then loosed back to the shore
to pocket the fish. Then ths free end of the seim was brought
to short »gain both ends were fastened to copstens on the
beach ané the work of hauling in the seimbegan. When it was
partly done the net lines were run ahead to capstans farther
up on the beach to finish the haul. And what a haul it was.
Whitefish and trout came tumbling into the shallows along the
beach in the fold of the seine~hundreds of big fishs The
little ones were gpurmed in those days, like small timber was
spurnsd Uy the early loggers. Waitefish predominated in the
cateh of the beach fisheries nere, but there were lake trout,
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herring in season, and sturgeon. The sturgeon wers left on
the beach to rot by the lenominee fighermen of 1853 and for
many years thereafter. They were not prized as food, although
they are now rated the tastiest of _lpke fish and are nrotected
from fishing. 5 -

A1l the fish tzken for market by the figheries were salted
for there was no fresh fish market transport in those days.
The whitefish and trout were salted in half-barrels tiat were
made of pine with black ash hoops in cooperage shons at the
figheries. One haul of a seine, James Iyon recalled, usually
filled "a good many half-barrels" with dressed fish. The
fish barrels piled up by the fish shanties until a boat called
for them. In 1853 the boat mas the gchooner "Sea Lark" of
Washington Harbor, Washingten Island on the Door County
archipelago. Her skipper was "King of the Islands" Gillespie,
2 man knowr. at every point about Green Bay that had a fishery
in 1853. "he Sea Lark freighted the salt fish from Menominee'
early fisheries to Milwaukee and Chicago.

After John Jacobs, the son of Queen Marinette, bought
the steam paddle wheel vessel "Queen City" and operated it
between Marinette and Green Bay, the Queen City freighted out
mach of the fish caught here. Both Eveland and Quimby seined
fish at the back doors of their homes, hauling their long
nets rerose a sandy beach that stretched from the river mouth
to Poplar Foint (now John Henes Park) without one interruption
by a dock or wharf.

At the mouth of the river on the Menominee side there was
o warshouse at which the supplies for the water mill uoriver
were store¢ after they were unloaded from schooners in the
bay and before they were placed aboard boats to be poled up~
gtream to the mill.

Sawmill Litter

The sendy beach would have been as clean in 1853 as in
Indian days, except that even at that early time the sawmill

enters the bay in the county park south of the point is lmowm

operations on the river were beginning to litter the beachs
All the sawdust, edgings, spalts, thin slabs snd other waste
from the water mill was dumped into the river for disposal
and much of it floated out of the river into the bay, where
easterly winds piled it up on the beach. Oftentimes, 100,
lumber rafts poled down the river to waiting schooners were
broken up by storms and scattered along the beachs This was
perticularly true before lumber-carrying schooners began to
enter the river to take on their cargoes.

Much of the lumber washed up on the beach was salvaged
by residents and from it meny of the early homes here were
constructed. It was a simple matter at one period te pick
up enough lumber in the tangle of flotsam along the shore to
build a house. Haulage was the only expense. There were so
many cheap logs available that mill companies did not think
it worth the effort to salvage the lumber which they lost
in vessel loading operations in the bay during stormse

Points On Shore

Looking north from the river mouth in 1853 the first
sromontory was Poplar Point, now John Henes Parke Next to the
north was Porcupine Point, a name no longer familiar here.
Tais noint was later called Juttner's Point when the Juttner
farm was operated there, and it is now the nroperty of Zdward
Danielf and is commonly called Daniell's Point. Next to the
north was Monument Point, which was the point now occupied
by the Royal Frontenac dance hall, or the next point north
at the Horth Shore Golf Club. Most likely Monument Point
was so named because in the survey of the bay surveyors built
high pole towers which had a kind of windmill made of bright
tin on them for use in triangulation. One of the towers
vas located on the point.

Beyond Monument Point to the north was Rochereau (Red
Rock) Point. This was the farthest promontory visible from
the river mouth here. It is the point south of Arthur Bay
now commonly called Bailey's Point for Charles Baileye His
commercial fishery is located at the point. The creek which
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#widay as Rocherezu Creek.

There was the beginning of a shacky settlement called
Cedar Forks around a mill at Cedar River as early as 1854.
later Sam Hamilton set up a steam mill near the mouth of the
river. There were a few homesteaders in this vicinity in early
days. Farther north was Sand Point, the site where the ecity
of Escanaba finally grew up on the shores of Little Bay de HNoca.
There was no settlement at Sand Point in 1853, but there was
a settlement at Flat Rock quite early.

There was no trail along the shore from Menominee north
to Cedar River or Escanaba in 1853, much less a rcads And of
course there was no railroad. Travel between Menominee and
Cedos siver, what little there was, was chiefly by boat on
Green Bay. What foot travel wzs necessary, as by moneyless
lumber jacks, was along the beach, and it was arduous, for the
timber ran to the water in many places.

The mail went north by carrier. ‘illiam G. Boswell had
a contract to carry the mail from Green Bay to Marquette. In
the warm months the mail was sent by boat from Green Bay to
Menominee whenever possible. At other times carriers packed
it on their backs over foot trails. In the winter dog sledges
carried it. It did not arrive or depart on schedule. Boswell
hired men, sometimes Indians, to carry the mail, but often he
made the trip himself and sometimes he combineq cattle driving
with mail carrying, herding beef cattle up from Wisconsin
points to Marquette for slaughter there.

Cattle Driving

Boswell was & man of renowned physique and courage. Once
vhen driving cattle north in the late fall he came to the
Menominee River to find it frozen. The ice, however, was not
thick enough to bear the weizht of the cattle. Wnen the cattle
would not tzke to the water he plunged into the icy stream
himgelf and swam across, breaking the ice shead of him to make
a pathway through the ice in which the cattle might swime Thus
he continued his journey morth rather than drive the cattle
back into Wisconsin, for there was no fodder to winter them on

the river and the nrofit of his venture would have been lost.

Boswell's overland route northward irom Menominee started
from the Menominee River above Chappee's Rapids and hit north,
following high ground, to Bay de Noc. It must be remembered
that there were no highways in that time and that extensive,
near-impassable swamplands complicated travels Foot travelers
followed high ground whenever possible. For this reason routes
of travel in 1853 bore no relation in many instances to routes
of travel today. For instance, there is no highway today on
even the approximate route of Boswell's old trails. ‘hen the
railroad came later it followed a direct line, for fills and
excavations could be made to establish = zrade. This was
impossible for the foot traveler in 1853 and -so he chose the
easiest way, though it was often the lonzest ones

On one of Boswell's cattle driving expeditions morth
from here to Marguette he was accompanied by his cousin, a man
named Place. The two men, driving the cattle along the poorly
defined trail northward, were often sepercted by day, but
alwayrs reunited in the evening with their 1ittle droves. But
one dey Boswell's yells brought no answer snd that evening
Place Gid not find Boswell's campfire. Tae wolves howled even
more then usual that night, Boswell theughte The next day he
let his cattle go and hunted his cousin, but he could find no
trace of hime Had he become mired in quicksand? Had a steer

trampled or gored him? The manner of his Ceath was never
learned.

Menominee had milk cows in 1853, but fewer than a dozens
It had horses, too. There were six teame about the water mill
that were used in the winter for logging in the woodse And
there were:six pair of oxen, tpo, for woods work. The big
cattle were favored for this work because of their strength and
their split hooves, which helped to keep them from miring
down in the soggy swamplands.

The Green Bay Troil

There was a foot trail south from the Maorinette river bank
to Fort Howard, which is now est Green Bay, in 1853. On it an
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Inoian named Grasceu acquired local fame by his fzat of dog—
trotting the entire distance in a day with a nouch of mail on
his back. He was an Indian of moderate stature, but of great
staying powers. His gait was easy and tireless. Zarly morning
saw him in Fort Howard and night found him on the lenominee
Biver. The distance is about 60 miles. If he made the trip
in 10 hours, he averaged six miles an hour, a very brisk nace
for a day-long jouwrney. Four miles an hour is a good hiking

pece.

Traveling south on the foot trail the first community
below Marinette was, in 1853 as today, Peshtigo. It was
Peshatico until the place was nlatted, when the surveyors
changed it. It was the scene of rather extensive lumbering
operations even at that time and a much larger community than
Kenominee and Harinette « + + And Oconto, too, was an
establisned and thriving sawmill town. It was from Oconto
that Farnsworth £ Srush had come to the lenominee River to
erect the first sawmille Zolt & Balcom eperated an Oconto
mill. Stiles, on ths QOconto River, also had = mill, omned
by Anson 3ldred, who had earlier had Uriah Balcom as o partner
oefore Balcom went to Oconto to enter a nartnership with Holta
At Pensaukee Fo B. Gardner had s mill. The sawmill of
Tremble & Dowd operated at Big Suamicos It was o large mill
and the firm owned sailing vessels which freighted its lumber
to mariet, Hrincipally at Racine.

At Little Suamico John D. Gerdner had a sammill. Xost
of thege mills between Green Bay and the Menominee Eiver were
steam millss There were communities of varylng size about
each mill and between the communities ran a foot trail. 3ut
the commercial traffic of these early sawmill towns was water
borne anc they were pretty much isolated in the winter time
before the coming of the railroad, exeept for the irregular
mail service.

The Suoply Road

Going north out of Menominee was a road--if it could be
g0 dignified-—called the "Supply Road". It was a winter road,
used by sleighs that hauled provisions to the camps along the

Menominee Eiver. The road meandered along the river, seeking

the easiest way. It was impassable to wheel traffic for summer
travel in 1853, btut it was the first road out of lesominees

All logzing at that time was quite close to the river, s

timber exhaustion there had not forced cutting cperatiois inlande
The log needs of the water mills on the river up tc this time
were not large compared to requirements for the steam mills

that vwere to follow. Cuttings, however, were reported as far

up river as Grand Fapids.

On the wresent townsite of Menominee there were only two
wagon trails. One ran along the beach on the approximate
location of Sheridan Road. The other ran from the beach west~—
aporoximating Ogden Avenue—to the homestead of Charles Mcleod
and on to Killgobin by the water mill. Most of the present
tovmsite was then an impossible location for homes. Much of
the present first and second wards of ths city stood under water
or in sloughlands. To the north of Ogden Avenus a tamarask
swamp covered much of the area northwest to the sandhilles

od's Home

The homs of Charles McLeod, wnich stood, as earlier
reported, nsar the Erdlitz Street bridge on the bank of the
river, was Teported to have been the first frame house built
in Kenomince County. Mcleod was bornm in Ogdensburg, New York
in 1812 anc came to the Menominee River in 1832, living here
until his death in 1893 except for his residence at Twin
Islands during his unsuccessful attempt to start a sawmill
there in 1841. Hcleod married Elizabeth Jacobs, a daughter of
Queen Marinette and John B. Jacobs, her first husband. heLeod
owned the greater part of what became knovn later ae Frenchiown,
in West lenominee and at his death was owner of much river
front land herea

There was no chureh in Menominee in 1853 nor was there any
school. The first school on the Menominse Riwver was conducted
by a man nsmed Oscar Bartholomew in the blackemith shop at the
water mill for the children of the mill settlement in the
#inter of 1853-54., Parents of the children jaid the teacher
and not more than a score attendede The smithy was roofed




In 1845 John Quimby came to Menominee where some Ol his descendants
sti}l live. He was a commercial fisherman and operated a boarding house.
¥hen the Lyons came he "took in strangers" at nis home in the block where
the lienominee Hotel now stands. In 1859 the home burned, and he began
building the hotel shown above, which he sold to S.P. Saxton in 1664,
"John Quimby was . » » either a warm friend or a good hater « « yet he
was so kindhearted that if he saw an enemy suffering and in want he would

be the first to agsist."
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with slabs and of hephaszard construction so taat mighty stoldng
of the stove was necegsary to kaep the place warm. Thers, by
the forge, Bartnolomew taught Menominse's first school cless
its three "Rs". The school at Killgobin was not a successe

Nei ther was the commmnity, however, so when schnooling efforts
were resumed on ths river the scene was farther downstreame.

One of the earliest teachers hare was Sue Lyon, an older sister
of James F. Lyon, whc taught school in a frome building neer
the HMcLeod home. This was after 1853, however, for boys from
Menelzaune went to Sue's school end in 1853 the site of
Meneksune was a tamarack swamp, a tangle of windfalls.
was not one habitation there until the New ¥York Company
formded ite sawmill.

There

Wildlifs Plentiful

Wildlife wze common on the oresent townsite of Menominee
in 1853. The drumning of the partridges was heard along the
river until M=nominee was gquite a sizable village, some years
after 1853. Zabbits were pleatiful=-all hares, ithere were no
cottontails. Desr were nlentiful, and they were seen in
gardens on Cgden Avenue in 1855 and even later. They remained
plentiful ir the immedigte outland for many years. Bears, too,
were common. VWolves were olentiful and they howled nightly
@s near as Four Mile Camp up the river. Lynx and bobcats,
mink, marten, and otter were comuon wildlife in 18554+ There
were no raccoon or coyotes. DMuskrats teemed in the marshes
along the rivers

Wild pigeons were present in numbers that pass the
comprehension of a later age. In migratory flight they dariened
the sky in their passage. Blusberries were a favorsd food of
the pigeons and they ate the berries until their flesh was
stained an indigo hue. "But we liked them all the better that
way," recalled James ILyon. Menominee was not a roosting groung
for the huge flocks of pigeons, which commonly broke branches
off of trees by weight of their numbers when they descendsd to
roosts But even the smaller flocks of pigeons which passed
here made tke birds very prevalents A story from tHe time will
illustrate:

John Quimby steovped out of the back door of his home on
the beach one day when a flock of -igeons was passing over
the building. The birds were thick in flight and not highe
He shot both barrels of his scatter gun at onces Then James
Lyon and some other boys who had witnessed the shot gathered
up the nigeons which the single discharge had brought downe
When they were all collected they were counteds There were 42.

Ducks were plentiful throughout the ooen water monthe

in the marshes along the rivar. They were hunted by the whites
here in Indian fashion. OGrass was tied over the front end of
a long cence to serve as a blind and the boat vas paddled up

to the duciks. Virtually all of the shooting was pot shooting
at ducks on the water. Wing shooting ceme latere The ducks
nested along the river and it was easy for the small boys of
the town to find their eggs ond to cateh and domesticate the
young mallards. Wild geese, tco, were quite plentifuls Swans
ant brant were here in seasons -

There was no local government here in 1853. Menominee
was a frontier settlement without sven a nost~offices It was
Just emerging from Indian trading days into the sawmill era
that denuded the land, John Zitison was mmning a trading post
on tae kenominee River at the big bend near Vousaukee. Later
he curs down to Chappee Rapids, where Louls Chappien, for whom
the ra,ids vere named, had conducted a trading post uwatil his
death in 1852.

In 1853 there was not a brick building at Green Bay or
Fort Howard, much less one on the Mencminee Rivers

Tois was Menominee in 1853, a little sawmill settlement up
the river, a cowle fisheries on the beach, lumber rafts float-
ing down the river while flocks of wild ducks wheeled overheads;
Menominee Indiens in birch bark canoces on the river, sailing
vessels riding at enchor in the bay while loading lumber, the
ring of axes as men cleared away the timber, mostly scrubby, to
make gardens and build homes. This was Menominees It gave mno
promise in 1853 of the great changes that were to be effected so
quickly with the coming of the steam sawse




HY TER YZAR OID ZXPIRIINCE

By Caroline Lehmann Quimby, Menominee, Michigan

I have leen asked to speak before the Parent-Teacher Club
this afternocn on some of my early recollections of Menomi ree,
but before I can begin my story I will have to go back to 1857
wien my father =nd family settled in the small village of Flat
Sock, 60 miles north of here. He was employed as a blacksmith
by the Felson-Ludiugton Company.

Of course you understand that school facilities were very
DOCT so that when in the summer of '6l a friend of my family
from Menominee persuaded my father to have me go to Menominee
and stay with his wife and child and go to school, I was over-
Joyed at ths very thought that I was to g0 to school. In
September of that year my father took me down to the mouth of
the Escanaba River to the nlace called "Hay Sheds", but which
today is the thriving town of Tells. A small yawl lay at the
dock waich diovided means of getting out to the steamer which
lay anchored at tae mouth of the river. In the vawl the day
I left there was a party of gentlemen, among them being &Ex—
Governor Ludington of iilwaukee who held me on nois lap on the
way to the boat.

The boat was called the "Sarah Van Epos." To my wondering
eyes siie locked beautiful with her glistening white paint znd
waen I got sboard I just walked from one end to the other admiring
the beautifully rent saloons and the upholstersd furniture. It
seemed lice & bit of heaven.. Two nersonages on the boat that
day were William Boswell and Miss Sue Lyon who later became
Mrs. Susan Douglas, whom some of the older neonles will recall,

As the time for cinner drew near I watched the meople flocking
into the dining room but as I had ne money I did not kmow if I

was expected to go in to dinmer or not so I sat L
. e sat verfectly quiet

After dinner was over
came through the room where
where ara jou going?®

a tall, very fine looking gentleman
I sat and said, "Well, little girl,

A

"I am going to Menominee, sir.?®
He said, "Haven't you had any dinnerp"
"No, sir," I answered.

"Wouldn't you like some dinnert" he agked. M"You just come
Tight along with me." He took me into the dining room and told
the man and his wife.who were coolking to wait on mes

It was a bountiful dimner and I enjoyed it very muche As
the day began to grow dusk the boat lay at the mouth of the
Menominee River and we were taken in the yawl to the dock at
llenekaunes It was at that time the largest of three towns on
the river. 'nen I stepped out on the dock I followed the crowd

up to White's Hotel which was quite an imposing structure at
that time.

Someone said, "Is there anyone here going to Menominee?®

Someone answered, "Yes, there is a little girl here that
wants to go to Menomineg."

Quite a tall gentleman approached me with a mailbag in his
hand and saic, "Iittle girl, I'll take you over if you come to
the ferry with me,"

We retraced our steps back to the dock and to the ferry.
The gentleman, by the way, was N. R« Soulss. He was a clerk
at the Quimby Hotel or tavern and he also took care of the maile

I can scarcely give you an idea of how beautiful the river
was then, so vide, altogether different from what it is today.
There was no middle ground at all except for a few sunken plers
about where the Sawyer-Goodman log elip is today.

My first impression of lienominee when I stepped off the
ferry is something I shall always remember. The ferry landed
at the foot of what is now the bridge at = little dock built
out into the water. We walked up what was then called Main
Street, now Sheridan Road. It was nothing but a dirt road,
frees growing up on either side, brush anc small pine trees,




Theire were about sixteen houses on Main St.ree_t a:&n one mill
which was crlled Strauss Mill but was later the Xamsey & Jonas
¥ill. Main Street ended at what is now Eveland Courte

I arrived at my destination that evening very glad to be
with friends. Of course my dream of going to schoocl was ever
with me. Tce schoolnouse at that time was a small wooden
building of one room at the rear of what is now the National
, Hotel block. Tie house that I lived in stood right where the
! National Hotel is now. But I was fated never to enter the
school door. They enpeared to have had other plans for me and
I was required to take care of the baby, wash dishes znd run
errands and made a perfect little servant, doing work which I
had never been accustomed to do at home. I expected to have to
run erraads but the errands those days were not like those of
the present time. To go to the store meant to go away over to
Kirby-Carper.ter Store where the Sugar Beet Company plant is now,
carrying the heavy baskets of provisions and running errands up
the beach as far as Eveland Court to get fish wiich was very
plentiful then.

all night tc go home. Finally in my desperation I decided I
would write to father to have him come and get me, 3But I had
to ask tae lady for a postage stamp and of course she askod me
what I wanted it for and said ghe would teke care of the letter.

I was a very homesick c¢hild and sometimes sat grieving
| When she saw what I had written she gave me a terrible whinning.

soweoue evicently felt that it was their Christian cduty
to my family and tell them how I was situated.

He had made the journey on foot on the beach to come to - :
Menominee. How delighted I wag to see him, I even crept into
bed with him that night. He made arrangements for me to be
sent home as soon as they could so that in February I was to
€0 home witk the men who carried the mail,

The mail was carried between Menominee and Flat Eock by
Sam Hayward.  The day I was to go, for some unimown Treason,
Hayward could not make the trip so he hired a man by the name of
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~ “Pcalled me before it was light and saidy "Little girly you can

2 "~ bring yowclothes out here in the sitting-room and dress by the

Boardman, a Galifornian, to go in nis place. =& had never been
farther north than Menominece and was totally inexperienced
about the route but of course Hayward had explained to him as
well as he could the different stopning nlaces and thought

that would be a2ll that was necessary.

One bright sunny morning, bitter cold, I got on the little
mail sleigh consisting of a small "pung" snd a small Indian
pony« I was not nroperly clad for such a journey on the ice.
Our first stopoing place was at the G. Re Brooks tavern, twenty—
two miles from lenomines. I was nearly frozen when we got
there. They helped me out of the sleigh into the house and
get me seated in a big rocker near the hot stove. Ur. Brooks?
mother, more familiarly known as Grandma 3rocks who made her
home with them, came and asked me where I was from and wanted
to know all about me. She tock off my little old-fashioned
Prunella gaiters. She placed some bricks in the cven to heat
for my fest anc fook me into the bedroom and slipped on some
heavy underwear that belonged to her son. After she put my
shoes on she slioped on some heavy stockings over my shoes.

I shall always remember her with gratitudes

At dusk we reached Cedar River which was our first stop
for the nights At that time my father was working at Cedar
River for the Underwood people and he was there to meet me
when we came in and took me to the boarding house where he was
staying. It was kept by S. Pa Saxton, who afterwards bought
the Quinmby Hotel in lenominee.

That night I was put into the spare room off of Mrs,
ton's parlor and as I had been frozen nearly all day I
arly comaleted the job that night. In the morning she

fire." How grateful I wasl

I completed my toilet and had my breakfaste The cock and
his wife were Swiss people by the name of Iuttie. They had as
cookee and dishwasher Amos Lemere, wao afterwards became Chief
of Police of Menominee. When I left thay gave me four cocides,
two sugar and two molasses, made as large as saucers. These
were given to me for a lunch for which I was very Erateful.
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-, Wnen I stenped out into the yard to get on the sleigh it
‘; owing. and it was quite dusky but the man said, "Oh, I

Yodnic jis:can make 1t all right.!

But after we got out on the ice we found that it
was storming very, very badly and it kept increasing, snowing
end blowing with great violence. We were bewildered, we did
not know wiere we were. Every little while. “he man would say,
"Little girl, are you all right?" and several times he said,
"Drink this" and placed a jug t6 my mouth. I was so drowsy T
did not knov what he gave me but I suppose it was liquor. He
would say, "I do not know where we ares I think this must be
Derling's fishery, I am going tc leave some stuff here in the
shanty. Tae pony is tired out and can hardély go any farther.!

We drove on until five c'clock and the storm ebated. 3ut,
oh, so cold it turned! So bitter cold after that dreadful fall
of snow! He said, "I believe I will try and see if there isn't
a road on the beach." TFinslly we did see a »Hlace znd got out
on the shore and went a little farther. e came to a small
hill and the nony refused to go any farther.

He said, "Little girl, do you think you could stand up if
I lift you out? I will try to get the sled up the hill."

He lifted me out and piled the mail and thinge out on the
snow and dregged the empty sled wp the hill, tien led the pony
up end reloaded his sled. Wo travelled on the little narrow
roai. The moon came out dright and clear, and as I lay with
my head resting back I could see the moon shining through the
irees overhcad with their interlacing boughs. Many times I
said, "Aren't we nearly homef"

"fe will be home pretty soon, little girl.!
After e while he noticed a bit of a shingle nailed to the
side of a tree end he said, "I believe there are people living

nere Decause that is one sign of habitation. I think I'11
holler.®

He gave the Indian yell and finally got an angwer back.

< T

He said, "Now do you suppose you could walk out toward the .
beach and I'll lead the pony?" He covercd the sled with the , - #
buffalo robe, leading the peny, and I following benind over . .E5<%a ..
stumps, windfalls and brush weist—deep uatil we came out on . a1
the beach. There was a low one-story builcing and it s.-as,-“'-.f‘g--,"‘_.-:}d‘g":
occupied by an Indian named Berirand, his wife and daughter . — ¢ =~
and another Indian. This was at Bark River. They came out
to meet us and helped me into the house. I was about all ine

They had a large fireplace, and the two squaws got me intec
a big rocking chair and drew off my shoes and clothes and tried
te get me thawed out.

Mr, Boardman said, "We are nearly starved, Te would like
something to eat.M

YAll we have is sturgeon =nd hemlock tea," they saide

He said, "Well, I can driniz hemlock tea because I had it
in California.”

But I could nob drink it, so I nibbled at a little
sturgeon. ¥

In the meantime ile man came to me and said, "I have to _. %y
send those two Indians out to get the mail bags to bring them 2%
in for fear the wolves will get at thems I believe I'1l have ;%

il

them bring that jug in because if they find it they will drinkge, . %

it anyway."

In a little while we heard them. They had already sampled
the liquor by their screaming and mnoise, so as soon as they
were in the shanty they wanted to start in making the hot
stuff. So Angeline and the mother started making the hot stuff.
They begen dancing after they had a few rounds with the liquor.
The old man Bertrand became boisterous and began to walk un
the floor znd swear and curse the name of Quimby. Little did
I dream that some day my name would be Quimby.

Finally the man said, "You will have to find some place
for this little girl to sleep for she is all tired ocute"

4 i -;_,_._‘
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They bad like two little alcoves in one room waich was
their bedrcom. Taey had patehworl nillows and covers on the
bed. They looked very comfor teble, The man whispered to me,
"Now, little girl, if I were you I would not take off all my
clothes, just loogsen them a little because tuoe Indians are so
drunk we cc not kmow what they are liable to do."

So I Just took off my shoes and tock off my hoop skirt
and crept into bed. I was dead to the world as soon as I
struck it.

I awocke with a terrible start to find myself hanging to
the edge of the door end Bertrand had grabbed one of my arms
end was sneking me, calling "Angeline, Angeline, come and
donce." He must have thought it was his daughter because I
was occupying her bed. ISoardman made one leap cown the lagder;a
and grabved Bertrand and threw him against the side o‘"?',
wall with ¢reat force so that the house ghook. ‘gi ¥ J

- &

He said, "Little girl, you go and lie down and I ?rifl‘«f‘g

see thet he does not disturb you any more."

So the poor man who had travelled all day in the deep
snow sat =1.¢ watched till morning. In the morning he got the
pony ane sied through the woods and brought it on the shore
and got resdy to load it up. He told me to g2t ready but I
could not find all of my clothes. I had a little velvet cap
trimmed with ribbon and my hoop skirt that I could not finda

The man said, "I will not leave this house until you
give this little girl what bolongs to her."

They found the skirt between the tick and cords of the
bed. My hat and other things they found in boxes and at last
I was ready to goe.

We travelled till one o'clock that day until we reached
Ford River wihere we stopped at the bDoarding house end had
some dinner. There I met an old gentleman who had been booke
keeper 2t Tlat Rock who was very kind to me. I had my dinner
and got warm.

Vhe ,4,,@-_ v@(;

We travelled until esight o'elock thet night vatil we
reached the village of Flat Rock. How glad I was at last
to be home again, because home is home to children as well
as to grown-ups!

About two years after this experience Mr. Boardmen met
my father and he szid, "Mr. Lehmann, naw is that little

_daughter of yours who took that terrible trip with me to
Flat Rock?ih

And father answered, "Oh, she is all right, she is doing
fxns.

"Tell, I vant to tell you that she was a little heroine
and never murmured nor made one complaint through that
werrible storm. She was a couragecus girls!

-hen I think of the meager adventeges I had as a child
= 4 see these beautiful buildings and all the modern equip-—
= ment and remember my mentally starved childhood, how grateful
we ought to be that we live in this day =né anges

Other Reminiscences of Caroline Lehmann Quimby

men I ceome here everything from {irby Street over to
Parmenter Street was waters It was just a slough, filled
with wire grass, cattails, willows and the likes The fisher—
men useG to bring their boats up the ienominee River and into
this slough, beceuse they did not think they would be safe
in the river if a heavy storm should come ups My earliest,
recollections of Menominee include a boat called the Black
Worrior lying partly sunken at the foot of what is now Cuy °
Street. Vhere the Washingten school now stonds was a piece
of high ground, but corduroy roads were built through this
slough so that people could get from nlace to places One
corduroy rosd was built on Quimby Avenue in front of the old
Gage vlace. The lumber that was used to build the S. W. Abbott
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house, now the Wolcott Studio, was brought wp this glough to
Menominee ir pound net boats. The year I camehere (1861) there
was great escitement over the killing of a bear in the woods
near this brvilding in which we are tonight assembled. The
alarm was ziven that there was a bear prowling about and a man
by the name of Peter Beans shot at it three times with his gun,
but another man by the name of Pelete killed the animal with a
shovel.There was a dispute as to who killed it, Beans claiming
that his gun killed it, but when it was skinned no bullet
holes were found in the bear and Pelete got the skin.

This slough was finally filled up with edgings snd saw=—

dust from tke Kirby-Carpenter Company during the early seventies.

The firet mgcadam that Main Street had was slabs and sawdust,
tte sum of $1,500 being paid to the Kirby-Carpenter Company
for this slabbing snd sawdust, that filled Main Street over as
far as Ogden Avenue.

The fich caught in the early days of Menominee included
sturgeon, herring, dory, whitefish, trout, and alsc the so-
ecalled coarse fish. The early settlers here caucht loads and
loads of herring but never dressed them. They took boat—loads
of them out anc dumped them. Yhitefish at that time wes worth
nine to ten dollars and sturgeon, which is almost extinct now,
was caugnt in the nets by the hundreds but was left to rot.
Thers was a fortune to be made in those fish if we had only
known it, fcr sturgeom is now 19 or 20 cents a pound. The
fish buyers from around Green Bay and that vicinity would come
toc Menominee in their boats and buy from tlhe local fishermen.
The fisa were packed in barrels made by Nicholas Gewehr and
Sam Abbott, wno each had a cooperage. Fishing was done with
nets, the szme as in the present day, some of the fighermen
sending outside for their nets while others made their own nets
by kmitting them. In the winter time fishing was done through
the ice just as it isg now.

In the year of 1879 John and Edwin Quimby set their nets
under the ice anc as they thought the ice was going out,
started across the bay to get their nets. The ice broke while
they were gone, but they saved themselves by remaining that
night at Green Island. During the night the ice again formed
and- the next morning they skated back with their fish and nets
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The women folks vwatched 21l night for their
return in a building on the former Xational Hotel sitee

on their backs.

Menominse has growa from a sawdust village to a city of
over 10,000 seople, all in my time, the sturdy pioneer turns
over to the younger generation the fish we didn't take during
our time, but I guess the present day fish are used toc the
ways of the flapper and it will not be so easy to hook them.

MENOMINES -ITS EARLY BUSINESS CENTER ~FEENCHETOVN AND FINNTOWN

Reminiscences of Mary Lehmann Bemus, vritten in 1923

(1863 vhen the lehmann family moved to Henominee)

Starting at the old dam or about the resent site cf the
golf grounds, there still stood the ruins of the old Dr. Hall
water mill and boarding house. The house wes in good condition
as families still lived thers. A little east cf there stood
the residence of Charlie McLeod and one could always see a
grow of Indians lounging about. Charlie :icLeod kept boats
to ferry anyone across the river as thers were no oridges then.
Cominz east along what is now Stephenson Avenue wes the first
schoolhouse situated in the corner of tha ground now the site
of the Agricultural School. (Fote: Later Jordan College)

The next point of interest is burylng ground point, The
high land ¢n Sridge street was used as a burying ground by the
Indians wiich were not moved till the present cemetery was in
use. The swamp swrrounding that point of ground was a cran-
berry marsh where I have picked a good meny quarts of berries,
but not even vines remain there nowe I wonder if any of the
old settlers kmow that one of the original log houses is still
standing in the old Leen Cota block, formerly Leon Cota's
saloon, and boarding house on the cormer of Ogden Avenue and
Bellevus., The original log house is covered by a structure
of frame building but going into the back rooms one can readily
see the old log house.




Comingz east on what is now Ogden Avenue the first house
is that of Captain Lyon, the house with its two wings west of
St. Ann's school. While standing on the bank of the river at
that Hlace I have watched the squaws gather tneir winter's
supply of wild rice. Two squaws in a cance ome in the back
paddling wiile the other in the bow with a board fixed in
front of her with two sticks, bend the sheaves of rice and,
proceed to thrash it out. The Indian name for wild rice is
Menominee £nd is sooken of in Longfellow's Hiawatng where the
Indians at that time came to gather wild rice.

L. T. Freland owned ths next house on the lot east of
the French Catholic Church only recently torn dowm. Ve got
our water supnly froa a barrel sunk at the foot of the hill
whers I used to wateh the water bubble up as there is a
natural sHring there, and it was easier for women to carry
water up tke hill than for men to dig a deep well.

This was about the boundary line of what was commonly
lmowvn as Freachiown and Downtown, the reason of the name was
toat after Hassing the old water mill and its interests the
residents wers mostly French and Indians. They setiled around
where Leon Cota's boarding house stood.

The next point of interest is the mill of the Xirby-
Carpenter Comvany, store and boarding house which was located
on what was commonly called the Island, where now stands the
Sugar Comseny plant or thereabouts. Next was the ferry kept
by 3cb 2'eil, a row boabt or sail boat for nassengers and a
scow for horses, cattle and wagons, at the foot of what is
now Main Street. The ridge where now stands the residences
of Mr. Lloyd, lrs. Jennings and on down Main Street was the
famous nigeon roost, it being all scrub pine at the time when
I came here. The birds had been so disturbed that only a few
roosted there and in a year or so later none wers ever seen.

Taere were only two nouses from the ferry wntil you came
to what wae lmown as the Quimby House. A more hosnitable place
was never known as the fame of the good things to eat had
spread botk north snd south. and, when a New Year's or any other
holiday pa:ty was given by its owner, John Quimby, you could
count among itfs guests neonla from Peshtigo, Oconto, end Green

Bay. It wes located between Hotel ilenomines end the Iumberman's
Bank.

Next was the Simon Strauss mill ané store on what is now
Jones Park. The next was the residence of Josevh Juttner,
standing where tne Hational Hotel stauds =nd later moved a
little farther north and for years used as a tailor shop by
Mr. Ammermann. Across the street still stands the Samuel
Abbott residence, now the Wolcott Studio. Going down to Kirby
Street vas a swamp stretching over ané beyond what is now the
Northwestern denct and down to the island of the Kirby—Carpenter
lills you could go in a boat in ths ssring and as wild Tice
grew bhere, wild ducks were plentiful znd meny a man tock his
gun ant shot a duck for dinner before going to his work in
the morning. Blueberries grew at ths edge of the swamp and
cranberries in the kmolls.

Ogden Avenue was only a path running from where the
Imtheran Church stands, leading through the woods till it
zigzagged back and forth to keep on the high ground till you
came out at the present Methodist Church, causing the extra
width of Ogden Avemue at that part of the sireet when the
road was finally cut through in 1867. I well remember the old
path, for wnile coming from the L. T. Frelend home one evening,
waile a party of French peoole gathered there, I was the only
one living on what is now Main Street, I went down the old
traile In the morning lir. Perry came toc our house to see if
I had been frightened. I said that it was not nice of the
boys to iry to frighten me. He said it was none of the boys
but that a large lynx had followsd me. He could easily be -
traciced because of a light fall of snow in the evening.

fhere the library now stands was the residence of Judge -
Ingalls anc where the Spies Block now stands was for years
the blackemith shop and wheelwright shop of William Lehmanns
Taere now stands the First National Bank was the residence of
Nicholas Gewehr and on the site of the Water Works were his
fisheries.

Coming north up Main Street there were only five houses,
the first where now stands the residence of Mrse Be T» Phillips,
the next a shanty, the next one still stands, is the residence




of mr. Morris, then the August Siemann block across the street,
and whers ncw the Riley-Hinker store stands was the Andrus
Zveland residence, square across the street of what is now
Main Street. That is as far as the town went. A little later
a sammill wes built on the vacant lot where lr. Eveland had
his fisheries, south of Riley & Hinker. Then in 1873-4 there
was an iron furnace built on the bay shore wihere now stands the
Wells Lumber Company plante It was in operation for about ten
years anc ennloyed a large force of men when it went out of
existence.

Finntown, a great many suppose derived its name from the
Finlanders living there, but such is not the case as one
Dominick Firn from lienckaune built a saloon and boarding house
on the corner of Zroadway and Martha Avemue to accommodate the
men working at the furnace; other houses being built, it
naturally diifted into the name of Finntowne.

In 1871-2 the first railrcad was built and the depot was
located where now stands tae plant known as the Ford Sales and
Service nlart. Later the depot was moved 5o its nresent site,
The errly izcustries were lumbering and fishing and ilenominee:
wes at oile time the largest lumber shipping -Hort in the world.
Inere were £t one time twenty-eight savmills in operation on
both sides ¢f the Menominee River. f’é

>
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THE FIRST COMMNUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE IN MENOMINESR, 1865
o 4

Reminiscences of Pauline Lehmann Cordes, 1923 =

Sitting ome evening over our knitting in the Fall of 1865
talcing witk Mrs. Louis Vanderlip, the talk drifted to the
aporoaching holidays and Mrs. Vanderlip began telling about the
Christmas trees they used to have for their churcs in Albany,

a thought ceme into my head, if they had Christmas trees there
why could nct we have one for the Village of ilenominee? The
next day I talked it over with Amy Ingalls and we decided to ask
her father's advice. Judge Ingalls thought it too mueh of an
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'?;’.‘I‘gssiated in putting them up. When Amy and I made cur soliciting
y¥ trip we also asked each one to bring something for a lunche

R, i

undertalking for a couple of 15 year old zirls and also told
ug if we undertock it then we must finish it too, but he
would not discourage us. "Go ahead, girls," he saide

Menominee was widely scattered at that time and snow
almost waist deep. It is easier to imagine than to describe
the long tramps we had, but we met with good suceess in
soliciting ond everyone was so pleased with this new idea,
which was of course very encouraging tnat it would have taken
more than snow to put us off our self-aprointed work. Our
collection of money amounted to $56.00, but now came out great
quandary. We could not buy anything suitable for Christmas
presents in lenominee. In solieiting we had taken in every
family, the names and ages of the children so as to better
arrange the gifts suitable to the age of the children. At
this juncture iirs. S. Ps Saxton offered to help us, so on
Sunday afterncon Amy, 3d,and I went to irs. Saxton's to make
out a list of presents. They were all to be useful articles
with some small toy for each childe There were caps, mittens,
comforters and the like. About that time John Hanley was
going to Green Bay and we gave him the money and the list of
articles wanteds In due time the nackage came.

Then arrangements rmust be mads where we were zoing to
have our Christmas tree « = « no church. %e could have the
Saxton House Dance Hall for the afternoon if we would promise
to have it all cleared out, for a dance was to be given that
evening. "e had all the help we wanteds Id. Leake, George
Caldwell, Henry Kason and others got the trees (there were two)
d evergreens to male garlands to decorate the hall and

Hon. Se M« Stephenson donated apples, nuts, and candys (He

was just as generous then as he was after he was a millionaire.)
The trees occupied the center of the hall, with walking space
all around set off by placing barrels and laying boards on
them, which also served for tables to sat the lunch one

Wnen Christmas, December 24th afternoon came we darkened
the hall and 1it the lamps, (we had forgotten to get candles
for the trees), and the hall was full of eople, for everybody
in town had to be there. The decorations and tress were very



muce admired enc praiseds First the lunch was disposed of

and then the presents were distributed. I sometimes wonder if
there are any still living here that tock part in that
festival. (I mean those who were little ones at that time.)
Some of the little ones began to cry and others just shouted
with glee. We had forgotten to have a Santa Claus. Zd. Leake
took charge of ons tree and handed the gifts to a couple of
girls who gave them to the children and George Caldwell had
the other tree. MAmy Ingalls stocd at one tree but I have
forgotten who agsisted her. Sarah Ann PenGilly and I were at
the other one. To watch the little ones as they got thaeir
little oresents was enough to repay us for all the work we had
done to make the First Community Christmas Tree a success.
Unimown to us someone had donated a nice handkercaief for
everyoua wao nelpeds By this time it was growing dark and time
to clear the hall. So everyone turned to work with a will

and it was soon cleared for the evening pleasures. Thus ended
our First Comrmunity Christmas Festivals

(¥0TZ: ir. & lirs. William Lehmann of Lansburg, Germany with
their three daughters, Pauline born in 1847, Mary in 1849, and
Caroline in 1851, came to ths United States about 1855. After
living for a time at llanistee, Muskegon, and Flat Rock, in
March, 1863 lirs. Lenmann, the girls and small twing, William
and Louise, went by sleigh from Flat Rock to Cedar River where
lre Liicw— o3 TNz g a blecksmiths In June she moved her
family by sail boat to Menominee where Mr. Lehmann had faken
employment in the spring of 1863 and waere Caroline had spent
some months in 1861-2. This was the year Menominee County was
crganized. At the first segsion of court in the new county
William Lehmann took out his naturalization papers. From that
time to the present, members of the Lehmann family have been

residents of ilenominee and made substantial contributions to
communi ty lifeas

The three older daughters married and established homes ¢F
and reared their families in Menominee. All were unusually i
intelligent women, possessed of keen powers of observation am;,_,._

retentive memoriess Some of their reminiscences appear
in the foregoing articles. Pauline Lehmann Cordes died
in 1934 at the age of 86, Mary Lehmann Semmus in 1940 at
the age of 90, and Caroline Lehmann Quimby later in the
same year at 89. William Lehmann, Jre is still an actiw
figure in Menominee. Mrs. Louise Lehmann Nowack resides
at Channing, Michigan.)

THE FIEST SCHOOLS IN MENOMINER

Recollections ¢f Sue Lyon Douglas, Written Nove 20, 185

(Z0Z72: 1In 1885 a nurriedly written newspaper article
was published which did not square with early school history
as recalled by Mrs. Douglas who had taught a subscription
school in Menominee Wislfnis years beforee By Tequest,

Mrs. Douglas wrote the following letter to set matters

straight. Her letter was nublished in the LENOMINIE DEHOCRAT
11/28/55.)

e« « o« "In the winter of '53-4 Oscar Bartholomew, a
young man of Elmira, N« Y. taught a small school in a blacke
smith shop up at the old water mill. I Co not know now who
attended the school but if I could have 2 talk with my
brother, I daresay he could tell me for he and a brother
next older both attendeds 3artholomsw wes but a boy himself
and taught but two months, I think. That was the first
school on the river. Dr. Hall had had a teacher sometime
before, but only for his own children and two or three otherse
W

3 ’;312--!.:’ T MIn 156 I opened a school in
XS => _ _alittle building belonging to Charley
14 jj-8 | Hcleod, Sr. stending on the bluff just
R Al yest of his houses This school was
'~";:;_E:"ppen to all wao were willing to pay,
igh.;# | and I taught four months at the rate
i il of $3 for twelve weeks for each pupile




Some weslcs my receipts were good, and as nearly all my
scholars used to bring 254 each Monday mornings I had little
trouble collecting bills and was generally "in funds.' As
the scholars naid only for the time they attended, some weeks,

I hardly made my board.

"I had had some experience in teaching in Pennsylvania
before we came west and I had!taught four months on Chembers °
Island. Iy patrons were angious that I should continue my
school, but the building was cold, and I concluded I could not
endure the walk in winter and before another spring I had gone
to Sturgeon River, Big Bay de Noc and was there all the
following summer.

"For two years I spent most of my time there, and my
Tecollection of ilenaminee during that period is rather hazy,
but I kmow that a Miss Varney taught a subscription school
there Hart of the time when T was away « « o and taught in
the neighborhood. She had a large school and some of those
who were the boys and girls then must remember her. She was
a sister of lirs. Gordon Fowler and came from Pennsylvania.

She taught in '58 I'm sure, Bnily Burchard (who was a good
teacher anc a dearly loved friend of mine) though she did

teach in the old shingle mill/and also in '62 in the log school-
house, cannot have the honor of teaching "the first school

in Nenominee." Nor did she come west until '58 so she could
not have taught in Menominee in '57. She must have the credit
of having taught two terms in Menominee and several at
Menelkcaune. .

" Your article says only one term was taught in the log
schoolhouse, which is gurely a mistake, as Miss Burchard taught
there in '63 and it seems hardly likely that there was no
school there in the intervenipg times As I was married in 163
and left the river soon after my marriage, I cannot tell how
that may be but Miss Yeats was teaching there when I came-back
to Menominee from Tennessee in 1866.

» <« « "ihy we helped to make the history of Menominee
before Judge Ingalls ever thought of coming there and to be
sounted only a legend does not set well on our stomachs. I

still e=11 myself a Menominee for there is = legend that if

one eats sturgeon for their first meal and falls all over

in the river, they must spend their days there, and it was at
Cuimdbys? countiful and always delightful table that I ate it.
And before the summer was over I had taken a header from a
bark canoe into the river, so of course I expect to come baagk
there to dies That is why I always like to sign myself

' * NZIOUIKES SUB "

Fort Howard, Wisconsin (Now West Green Bay)

EARLY SCHOOLS AND CHURCH
By Harriet Toodford Bill

(N0TZ: This article by Mrs. Harriet Voodford Bill
summarizes what shes was able to gather on this topic. Miss
Harriet 'oodford e to Menominee to teach in the :summer of
1872, and spent mg of the remaining years of a long life
here, marrying A. W. Bill, the able young minister in the
little Presbyterian church that gave her such a cordial welcomes
This was the first church in the city and county of Menominees
Mrs. Bill was much interssted in historical subjects, and a
thorcugh and reliable investigator. In the preperation of
this pnaper she used her scrapbooks, drew upon her own memory,
and consulted other early rcsidents of :lenominees)

The first school was opened in the winter of 1853-54 at
the old weter mill near the Sccond dame The building was of
rough boards, battefied, both walls and roof, with dglabs. One
end of it was used as a blacksmith shop. Oscar Bartholomew
of Elmira, N. Y., stranded here by some adverse fate, taught
for two months. It was a subscription school, the price being
three dollars for twelve weeks' schoolinge

The first real' schoolhouse was built by Charles McLeod, Sra,
on a bluff near the:end of the First dam, This school was taught
by liiss Sue ILyon, four months during the summer and fall and was




also a subscription school. There was an average attendance
of sixteen jwoils, among whom were reoresentec five national-
ities, French, German, Irish, Swede, and Yankee, wiih one
full-bloodec Indian boy and several half-breeds.

Later, a school was taught by Miss Bmily Surchard, in a
part of Henry Nason's house at his shingle mill, on the shore
of Green Bay, where now stands the National Hotel. Ifiss
Burchard used to paddle her cance from lienekaune where she
resided. One morning her canoe was cansized. She swam to a
boom and righting the canoe nroceeded on her way, borrowed dry
clothes and taught as ususl.

In 1858, several men, Andrus Eveland, A. F. Iyon, W. G.
Boswell, Henry Heascn and others volunteerad labor and contri-
butions enc erected a log schoolhouse, where the Chicago &
Nerthwestern Railroad crosses Ogden Avenue at West Menominee.

. - a Long benches were used as
seats.

Waen Menominee County was organized in 1863, the school
laws were »ut in force and districts were organized. Digtrict
No. 1, in Menominee embraced all the village lying along Green
Bay and near the mouth of the river. Distriet No. 2, included
that part of the village now called West lenominee. In the
spring of 1664, the town of Menominee was orgaaized and the
first public money was drawn for school purposes. All previous
schools were subscription schools.

dne first sciacol held in District No. 1 was in a small
building ovmed by Samuel Abbott, which had been built for
storing fish nets. It was about 16 by 18 feet built of rough
boards and filled between the Joists with sawdust. The seats
were long nerrow benches, very uncomfortable. A nioneer woman
who attendec that school, remembers the boys used to dig the
sawdust out of the eracks and on one occasion a little snake
was seen gliding along the floor, which caused confusion among
the punils. Exact location of this school was unknown. Tnis
building was used a short time onlye

Thig year, (1864) the town built a school on Kirby Street,
24 x 28 feet which they thought would be large enough for many

years to come. Mr. John McClelland was the first teacher.

Mrs. Bemus (Feb. 5, 1923) told me among ticse who Attended the
first school were Mr. H. Sharon, John Cook of Marinette,

Mrs. A. L. Sawyer, Mrs. Caroline Quimby, Bert Pen3illy, William
PenCilly, Amos Lemieux, and Mrs. Mary Bemus. Settlers came in
so fast that this soon proved inadequate, and in 1868 a two
story building was erected also on Kirby Street at a cost of
$7,000 waich caused considerable comment among the taxpayers.
In this building were two departments below and cne long room

in the second story. Here benches gave place to double seats
and desks.

It was in the Kirby Street building I taught two yearsj
1873-74 and 1874-75. The orimary room was taught by Miss Nina
Flood; the intermediate by myself, snd tas higher department
by Mr. J. e 3ird. The second year Miss Hattie FParker taught
the primary and Miss Myra Sizer, who became Mrs. Crawford,
assisted Kr. Bird. She taught her classes at one end of the
room and Mr. Bird at the other end. Tae pupils of the inter—
mediate and primary school marched uostairs each morning to
opening exercises, where the Bible was reads I think the
principal offered prayer. The Lord's Prayer was recited and
two or tiree school songs were sunge

This building was located diagonally across from the
present location of the Milwaukee and St. Faul Dapot.

The first year ninety pupils, agss ranging from seven to
sixteen, were enrolled in my room and fifty-nine the second
year. It was during the year of 1873 that a small one-room
schoolhouse was erected on Holmes Avenue near State Street
in the swamp; load after load of sawdust was hauled forming a
wall to the road and also surrounding tae building.

Miss Alice Jacobi taught in this building that year and
the congested condition of my room was somewhat relievede

There was also a small schoolhouse on Stephenson Avenue
on the land now occupied by the Agricultural School, which I
think was taught in the year 1874-75 by Mr. Albert Bird. My
salary the first year was forty dollars per month, increased the
second year to forty-five. I was then offered fifty dollars
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in Merinette but I resigned the vocation of teaching and took
up dcmestic science, from which I have not yet graduated. My
teacner's certificate was signed by Dr. O. 3. Bird and G. A.
Woodford, "School Inspectors for tne Township of kenominee,
County of Menominee."

District Wo. 2 had also erected a small schcolhouse which
became too emall and in 1876 erected a two-story buildinge

An important change occurred in 1880 waen the district was
changed to the graded system under graded school terms. Six
trustees were eleccted, viz: S. M. Stevhenson, A. Spies, Be Te
Phillips, Wr. Somerville, James Juttner, and J. E. Walton. At ]
that time District No. 1 covered the old Kirby Street building,
the Holmes Avonue building and the rented store on Ogden Avenue,
in all there were five rooms with five teachers and a principal.
There were then 752 children of school age, 402 enrolled in
school anc seating capacity of 310. In Avcust, 1881 the
Liberty Street building was completed.

In 1222 the Holmes Avenue building was removed to Wabash
dverue and the Zirby Street building was moved to iarinette
Avenue wherc now stands the Zoosevelt schools. Tais old building
burned in 1%E8.

It was in Aoril, 1883 thet Menominee was chartered as a
city and the two disiriets were uni ted, thus adding the Soswell
building with two stories of two rooms each, while the teaching
force consisted of twelve teachers. In 1885 ninasteen teachers
were employed,

In 18B€ the State Street school and Primary No. 1 at
Iiberty Street were erected at a cost of $9800. In 1890 the
Spies Avenue building was erected at a cost of $5,963, including
the lots. There were now 29 teachers including the superintendent.

In 1352 the Boswell Street and Lincoln Avenue buildings
were erected at a cost of $32,812.42 and the teachers enrolled
were 36 In 1893 the school census was 3,737, with an enroll-
ment of 2,300 e2nd 41 teachers were emloyed. The total cost of
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the high school building, which was comoleted in 18%4, including fi
ground and furniture, was $53,987.34« lir. Jesse Hubbard served
as superintendent for six years, being succeeded by Mre Ce Ie
Woodley, superintendent, in the fall of 1894.

In 1890 the free text book system was sdopted in the grades,
and extended to the high school in 1895; crawing was introduced
in 1892; kindergarten work in 1893 under the supervision of
Miss Laura 3Bingham, a graduate of Froebel Institutej musie, in
1894; manual training in 1896.

It is a far cry from the first log schoolhouse in 1856
with its low benches, primitive box stove, no blackboards; a
subscription school, with an average of 16 Jupils, to all the
handsome well-equipped buildings of today valued at seven
hundred thousand dollars - with blackboards all around
the room, fine gymnasium, junior and senior high schools with
swimming Hool, one of ths finest athletic fields in the country,
the parent-teacher associations where tie -erents and teachers
meet and become acquainted, and an excellent library and the
finest heating and ventilating system, with running water,
inside toilets, machine shops, wood shops, and household arts

- .

I received a letter from my brother G. A. oodford, in
the soring of 1872, saying I could nrobably get a school heres
I thought a year or two spent in the west would be pleasant and
accordingly left my Connecticut home for the "wild and woolly
west". Upon pessing Chicago safely I started on the Ce & NaWe
HRailroad for Menominee wnich was the tsrminal of that road.
There was no pullman on our train anc as there were two coaches
only, one was set off at Wilwaukee. All of the passengers left
the train at Oshkosh except one womsn and myselfs She left at
Green Bay, and the train seemed to run for my special benefit
to Menominees

It was a beautiful moonlight night, the summer after the
great fire of '71. During that fire the wind was so strong
that it up-rooted the trees, and all the holes left from the
rools were filled up with water; the great blackened trunks
covered the ground,”and to me it looked the most desolate
country I had ever seen. I mentally resolved that no money
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woula ever induce me to stay in such a country. I would make a
short visit, and return to civilization. I landed here at 2:30
a.m. at the Gock down back of the old Kirby-Carpenter store,
which was demolished a few years agos Mr. Forvilly's bua was
there, the old-fashioned open bus with seats on both sides. I
asked to be taken to Mr. Woodford's residence and on the way
not a sound could I hear of the wheels and it scemed to me
almost uncanry. The next morning I found that the streets were
all sawdust znd sand and therefore no sound could be heard of
the wagons.

After a ride around the town I could see nothing attractive
in Menominee, except the bay which seemed most beautiful and
which hes never lost its charme

On my first atiendance at church I was welcomed as cordially
as if I were an old friend.

The next weck Mr. S. M. Stephenson arranged for a picnic
at Green Islsnd, all geing over on scows propelled by tugs.
There I met many neonle and all were so friendly, my favorable
impression of the meople deepened.

One thirz that always distressed me, was the great "fire
pens® — or Gehennes as I called them, which were located at
every mill, burning day sand night, the trimmings from the mills
made a lurid glare sometimes at nighte To my llew England idea
of thrift anc¢ sconomy, this was a wicked waste.

Having come from New England and her cloud-capped granite
bills, Wenominee seemed hopelessly flat and I had a feeling akin
to pity for the boys and girls who never enjoyed the fun I had
when a child, sliding down hill. A boy on his sled drawn by his
dog was not en unusual sight, but there was no exhilaration in
that. I was very homesick for the sight of a hill or mountain.

The nostmaster was Mr. Samuel Abbott and everybody had to
go to the post—office for mail.

One thing I remember distinctly was the "Sahara' or "Court
House Squarc". That was the block opposite the old Xirby House

on which some day they expected to erect a Court House. It was

all sand and sand burrs, and in that Sahara in one corner,
was the county clerk's office, in a very small building, and
adjoining it was the county jaile

Menominee had begun a public library which was housed
in lir. Woodford's jewelry store.« It was open to the publie
on Friday afternoon and I acted as librarian in Mr. Woodford's
steads

Life was very primitive in those days. No furnaces, no
sewers, no lighted streets; dark nights when we went to church
we had to carry a lantern. ZEverybody in preparing for winter
had sawdust banked wp against the house, and having no water
works, the people who lived in Frenchtown had wells and others
had to get their water from the bay. Everybody burned keresenees

The Ce & Ne We Re Ko was being built up further from
Menominee and all the engineers made their home herej this made
the gocial life of the young people very delightfule 'Then they
had completed 26 miles up the line, they gave an excursion to
about 25 or 30 young people. We went up to their camp, riding
in a caboose and after walking about a2 mile through the
towering pine woods, came to their camp and enjoyed a fine
dinners. GSomeone bet me that I could never drive a spike and
I bet that I could, so I lifted the sledge hammer and success
fully drove a spike which the chief engineer said was done
in correct form, so I feel that I was a true pioneer having
helped tc lay the C. & N.W. R.R.

School Incident

During my first school year, the circus came to town to
the delight of all the children. Mr. S. M« Stephenson
decided to take all the children and teachers to the circuse
They reported at school and answered to roll calls Each
teacher marched with her pupils to the circus grounds far up
Ogden Avenue. Mr. Steshenson toock all the teachers into the
side showse The huge boa constrictor haunted me for weeks.
It was my first attendance at a circuse

Picnic at the Dam




The location is now 2 part of the Riverside Cemetery, by
the dem. Pupils reported at school and ths business men of
the towvm »rovided conveyances to the picnice The women went
ahead and made great tubs of lemonade. After enjoying a fine
dinner which was spread on the ground and was decorated with
Daddy Long Legs and soiders, a number of us went dovm to the
river bank, the river was filled with logs. ifr. Bird dared
me to cross th= river on logs. DBeing a tenderfoot, it didn't

look like any trick at all, but it was a clear case of a "fool

rushing in where angels scarce dare tread". I ran down the
bank and jumped on the first log which immediately began to
sink. I wvent to the next one and the next one sank and by
that time I didn't know who was the most frightened, Mr. S« M
Stephenson, who constituted himself my cheperon for the day,
or Mr. 3ird or myselfs Mr. Bird, having lod me into such a
trick gallently came to my rescue by snatching my hand and
going 2 log benind me. I jumped from log to log and didn't
need any police to tell me to keep moving. I led him a merry
Tace across the river and was glad indeed to put my foot on
terra firms.

Maybe the only thing that saved me from a watery grave
was that the logs were so tightly packed together that they
could not rell, therefere making a pretty good footing and we
got across safely. This was my first and last attempt to
cross the Menominee River on logs.

Another young tenderfoot from Illinois had a similar
experience, but wearing a velvet dress, it filled with air
like « oalloon and kept her up as she fell between the logs.
She had the presence of mind to seize the young man, who
accommanied her and who had slipped into the water, by the

coat collar and hold his head up between ths logs. They called

for help and were Tescued by men with vike poles.

SOCIAL LIFE IN THE EARLY DAYS
By Mrs. Bmmeline Caldwell Somerville, 1923

(NOTE: BEumeline Caldwell, later Mrs. Joseoh Somerville,
was an active figure in the early social life of Nenominee.
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At the age of 17 she was one of the teachers in Disirict
No. 1 in 1869. Iuch of her later life was snent in Menominee
until she passed away in 1940.)

Away back in the '60's, Menominee was young and there

was not much doing in the social lines No clubs or organizations

of any sort. Dancing was the chief amusement, and we were
never at a loss to know where to get music. Our orchestra
congisted of three nieces, Therriault with his fiddle, (not
violin then), Jack Farrier, bass viol, Terrance Cassidy,

snare drum. TFarrier also called the guadrilles, The schottische,

polka, varsourienne, and waltz were the other dances. %e
made our own little muslin dresses, walked to the parties
through the sand, and if our shoes got filled, it did not
matter, we did not care in the leasts e did not have to
powder our noses every half hour nor rouge cur cheeks or lipse
» + e We were vain enough to think that nature had been so
kind to us that no artificial adornment was necessary.

Mr. E« L. Parmenter was a great help to us, he had a
small hall which we were always given, ani we would go and
dance until the pinch bugs got so thick vwe had to stops One
of our young men, Gust Chandler, was caotain of a tug, the
Bob Mills, belonging te the K. C. Company. We would get the
tug and a party of us and go to Green Island. Mrs Drew, the
lighthouse keeper, could play the violine Se M. Stephenson
always helped us out with anything we started. He gave a
dance in the Boarding House once a years We had singing
schools which we all attended and became very proficient with
our voices, but unlike Bernhardt, we knew when to retires

We also had spelling bees. Hattie Woodford was right
in her element with these. (Note: iliss Woodford came to
Menominee in 1872.) She did better than she did in dancing.
She said she felt like a turkey on the floors Our young men
did not smoke between courses at dinner or perhaps we only
had one course. In winter we nmever lacked sleighing partiess
Mr. Robert Steohenson of the L.W. & VeS. Comoeny would hitech
up a four mule team with a big sleigh, and in the middle of
the day we would start to the Rapids or Relay Farms, have



supper, Cance and sometimes stay all nighte I remember on one
occasion when asked if any of us were cold, lira Farrier said,
"Cold? I feel as if I had on paper cambric trousers, with
the shiny side in."

We were invited to a Masquerade party in Menekaune one
night. We deoclted ourselves in costumes, walized down to the
river, and tooted for Bob O'Neil, the ferryman, to take us
over. When we were ready to come home the ferryman o0ad gone
to sleep onc we tooted and waited and waited and tooted.
Finally one of the men got a canoe and went over and got him.
His home was in Menominee. Main Street was just a path through
the blueberry bushes.

In the '70's we began to put on airs. On Hew Year's
evening '73, after receiving and making calls 211 day, a few
met in the evening and that was the beginning of ocur New Year's
club. %2 organized with thirty members a few years later and
met every Yew Year's Zve until 1913 when the club ceased to
existe.

WATER AND FIRE 2ROTECTICN
By William A. PenGilly, 1923

(HOTE: William A. PenGilly came to Menominse with his
parents in 1859, His father Robert PenGilly came to Canada
from England in 1840, a hundred years agos. He lived in
Milwaukee fot a faw years, then at Flat Rock and was brought
to Menmominee by the S. M. Stephenson Company, to pursue his
work as an expert tool-meker. He was Hrominent in the found=
ing of St. John's church and held coansiderable property along
what is now Sheridan Road. His daunghter Nellie was organist
at St. John's church 24 years and William was a member of the
choir for 35 years. William lived on Sheridan Road for eighty
years, from his coming in 1859 to his death at almost 86 en
November 15, 1939, ¥= held an important position with the
Eirby-Carpenter Store for a number of years, was county clerk
six years, 1881-86, and held other county cffices, owned a
large store, and engaged in numerous business enterprisess)

In the early days of 1860 most of the early settlers were
located along the main road, this road ran along the Bay Shore
from the present River Street wp to Zveland Court, later it
became the Main Street of today.

This road being on a ridge, the land was high, and while
the seftler built his home, he also ¢ug a well and from this
well secured all necessary water,

As new setilers came in and thsy began building along
Kirby Street and the west side streets to Parmenter and
Carpenter Streets, which streets wers mostly roads then,
and as most of the land west of Main Street extending nearly
to the Court House grounds was low and wet, good water eould
not be had from wells in that locality, particularly in the
spring and fall.

Then someone arranged with a drayman to deliver water to
them; after that other draymen entered in the compe t1 tion,
thereafter water was delivered by them in barrels to any place
in towne




In 1868 we had the first big fire in the burning of the
S, M. Ste-tenson residence on lower Main Street.

There was no organized fire protection at this time, so
Mr. Steshenson closed down his mill and brought his men to the
fire. Back man wae given & bucket and they immediately formed
two lines from the house down to the bay shore, one line passed
up the water and the other retwned the empty buckeis to be
filled again.

During the big fire of October 8 and 9, 1871 the hay
marsh that comprised all the land in the second ward lying
west of Kirby Street to Parmenter Street and from Quimby
Jvenue to liberty Street was ablaze many times, and a large
force of men and teams were required all ome night in keeping
the fire from spreading or getting out of the marsh, the
water was brought in barrels from wells and the baye

The wmeople now saw that it was very necessary the town
should have some fire protection.

A call for a meeting of the citizens who were interested
in the purchase of a Hand Fire Engine was issued December 22,
1871. It vas decided at this meeting that the funds could
be raised by subscription and the meeting was ad journed to
December 2%. At tnis adjourned meeting the lenominee Fire
Company No. 1 was organjzed, and on January 2, 1872 a committee
wes apoointed to buy a suitable Hand Engine and a hose cart,
vhich purclase wes duly made together with 500 feet of hose.
Tuis was a volunteer company and the funds were raised by
subseriptions and from dances which they gaves

The comsany bought a lot adjoining the Forvilly Hotel
praperty on the west and put up a building to house the engine
and equinment, and in which they held their meetings.

In the fall of 1873 they had their first big fire, this
was the burning of the Perket House on Main Street and seven
or eight store buildings up as far as the Leroy House, which
stood where the Richards House now stands.

The water for fires was suoplied irom three or four large
tanks or wells placed convemiently and in desired locationss
One was located at the corner of West Street and Ludington
Avenue, one on Kirby Street and one on Quimby Avenue, water
was also taken from the baye.

In 1874 the town bought the Steam Fire Engine S. Me
Steohenson and another Volunteer Fire Company was organized
and the engineé and equipment was kept in a building used for
a Town Hall and Engine House where the Engine House Nos 1
now stands.

In 1883 the old Fire Company sold their hand engine to
the Township of Stephenson, disposed of the house and lot,
and disbandeds

In 1884 the Yater Works was built enc the pipe lines
laid. In this year the Town bought the Steam Fire ZIngine
Jo S Sherman and later sold the Steam Fire Engine S Mo
Ste henson to the Town of Peshtigo.

In Hay 1888 the organization of a waid Fire Department
was formed.

| Fire Station

neminea, 1940
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TH7 FIRST CHURCHES IN MENOMINEE COUNTY

The information given here has been taken fron the Higtory of Monominee compiled
and published by the Class of 1910 of the Menominee High School and from the Ingalls Centennial Historys

Nicolet in 1634 called the Menominee river Ste Kichpel's
river. When Fathoer Clsude Allouez in 1670 established an Indian
migsion at Hission Polnt on the Marinette side of the river, he
called it St. Michnel's Mission. Father Iouis Andre was in
charge of the work several years until it was abandoned or
destroyeds

Fron 1832-36 Rev. Johm Clark, a Methodist missionary for
wpper Mickigan and Wisconsin, cstablished a mission on the point
extending toward the island later occupied by the Ne Tudington
mille This mission also was on the Wisconsin side of the rivers.

——

Occasional Catholic services by priests from Green Bay were
held along the Menominee river as early as 1850. The first
Protestant sermon ever preached in Menominee, so far as Imowm, -—ji
wes by Rov. Jeremish Porter of Green Bay in 1854 (See ps 193)
The oceasion was the marriage of Jane Iyon to Thomas Streeter.

In 1657 Rev. Mre Donaldson located in Menelcmune and preache
ed there two years, but 1t was not until 1863 that religious
services roally begar in Menomince. Iu that year Reve John
Fairchild came, maxing his homo in Mencicoame, which was then
the chiof sottlament on the rivers Services were held that
gumer in the hall of the Quimby House vhich stood in the block
where Hotel Menominee and the Inymberman's Bank building are
located. After o few months these meetings were given up, but
were renovwod ogain in the winter. This time the neetings were
held in the boarding house of the Iudington, Wells & Van Schaick

company'e

In 1868 Reve Jom Fairchild and nine others organized the
first Presbyterian church of Menominee. On July 18, 1869 the
irst Presbyterian church was dedicated. It was tho first
228

church crécted anywhers in Menominec city or county. It is
sald that chief credit for this accomplishment should be
givon to Henry Loomis, & young minister froo Avbwrn, New Torke
The Kirby Carpenter company gave a lot which the minister
hinself cleared roady for buildings The first trustees were
Sarmel Ms Stephenson, Miles Shopard, Thonng Murray, Edward Le
Parmenter, and Willian Pe NewboITye

+

St, John's church was the first
Catholic churcn in the county. It was
corpletad in 1873, The building corrittee
torsisted of Bartley Breen, Edward Hatton,
Robert PenGilly, Joseph Garon, aud Thomas
Broona All but the last nomed were the
first trustcese Rove MeAs Hox was the
first priest to officiate in this church

Ly at Menomincce

"~ Mio lethodist Episcopol clmrch at Mencrinee was organized
in 1872 by Reve JelMe Gordon, at that time presiding clder
of the Ioke Superior districte. Reva Richerd Copp wos the
first pastors Iorgely because of his enersy end enthusiasm
& cmrch building was erected and dedicated in 1873

In 1873 the German Imtheran church at Mencminee was
organizeds The church was comploted in 1874. The first
officers wore George Harter, Henry Ammernan, and Nicholas
Gewehre Rove Ce Toeppel was the pastore
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/ ~ THE PIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MEWOMINEE
Dedicated July 18, 1869

In 1913, Rev. A.". Bill, one of its first pastors,
drew from memory a picture of this church, His draw-
ing is reproduced sbove. This church building was the
first one in Menominee village or county,




ORGANIZATIONS IN MENOMINEE COUNTY, 1940-41

As Menominee county commmities tock on settled character, organizations multipliede While
the following list is incomplete it indicates the tendency of people to group themselves to fur-
ther their common purposes — religious, patriotic, personal, business and professionsal, civic,

fraternal, cultural and recreationale
Churches = Catholic
Holy Trinity, Birch Creek Holy Rosary, Banat
St. Mary's, Hermansville Ste John's, Menominee
Ste Michael's, Perronwille Ste Ann's, Menominee
St, Francis Xavier, Spalding Epipheny, Menominee
St. Frederick's, Daggett St Adelbert's, Menominee
Sts Bruno's, Hadeau Catholic Church, Faithorn
St. Mary's, Sobieskl Catholic Church, Cedar River
Cmurch of the Precious Blood, Catholic Cmurch, Harris
Stephenaon clk*“ll't Chuvsh, Nathawn
Churches = Other Denominations
Grace Lutheran, Powers Finnish Apostolic Lutheran,
Central ILutheran, Menominee Bagley
Bethel Lutheran, Menominee Trinity Imtheran, Hermansville
Danish Iutheran, Menominee Gethsemane Lutheran, Wallace
Christ Bvangolical Lutheran, Sts Mark's Iutheran, Carbondale
Menominee Methodist, Stephenson
Emmanuel Lutheran, Menominee Methodist, Ingalls
Holy Cross Lutheran, Daggett Mothodist, Hermansville
Bethesda Imtheran, Daggett Methodist, Hannahville
Seventh Doy Adventist,Jam Dam Methodist, Faithorn
Seventh Day Adventist,Meno. Methodiet, Menominee
Jenovah's Vitnesses, Menoe Methodist, Carney
Lost Lake Cormmunity First Presbyterian, Menominee
Grace Episcopal, Menominee Trinity Evangelical, Menominee
Episcopal, Wilson Baptist, Daggett
Moravian, Daggett Brordway Baptist, Menominee
Bethel Mission, ¥Wallace Evangelical Mission Covenant,
Bethlehem Covenrant, Palestine Menominee
Gospel Tebernacle, Stephenson Swedish Mission Covenant, Nadeau

Churches have many allied and subsidiary organizations,
such as Daughters of Isabella, Inights of Columbus, Catholic
Youth groups, Sunday Schools, Christian Endeavor, Luther League
and Bpworth Loague groups, Ladies' Ald and Missionary societies,

Altar societies, Sodalities, etce

QOther Orgenizations

American Legion posts at Menominee, Stenhenson, and Har—
mansville, and their Auxiliaries; Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Digabled Veterans, Spanish-American War Veterans, and their
Auxiliaries; the Woman's Relief Corps; Daughters of the
American Revolution; etce

Twi-Cees; Lions' Club at Menominee, the Central and North
Menominee county clubsj Business and Professional Women's clubs
at Menominee and Powers; Daggett Progress club; Menominee
Chamber of Commerce; also, Rotary club; Dairy Eerd Improvement
Associationg Stephenson Marketing Association; Lloyd Goodfel-
lowship clubs etc.

Americon Association of University Womenj Parent-Teacher
associationsy Teachers clubs and Michizan Education Association;
Twin City Minigterial Associationj Parent-Teacher Mother Singerss;

Masonic orders at Stephenson and Menominee; Enights of
Pythins and Women's group, Hermansvillej I«0eOsFe and Rebekah
Lodge at Menominee; Eagles and Esgles Woman's Club, Menomineej
Royal Neighbors; Sokol Union; Holy Cross Lodge; Woman's Benefit
Association; Cathelic Order of Foresters; Lodge Perunji Order
of Vasa; etce

Menominee Woman's club; Study clubs; Catholic Woman's
Study club; Gardening club; Daggett Sewing club; A Capella
Chorus; Little Theatre group; etce :

Riverside Country club; Iittle River Country club; Bit
and Spur clubj; North Shore Golf club; Me & Me Polo Twins; Ski
clubs; Outdoor Sportsmen's association; etce

Begides, baseball clubs, bowling leagues, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, DsAsRe Boys club, 4-H clubs, Extension groups,
bridge clubs, birthday clubs, school clubs, etce




THE BIG FIRE OF 1871
(The Peshtigo Fire)

By Josephine Ingalls Sawyer

The summer of 1871 was hot and dry. There were frequent
forest fires in various parts of the northern states and for
weeks before the big fire of October 7th and 8th the smoke
hung so heavy that the sun looked like a ball of fire most
of the tire.

Just when and where the fires started, no one can say,
but tae woods and swamps between Oconto end Peshtigo had
burned at intervals, controlled only by occasional rains.
Thege firss were supposed to have caught from the camp fires
of the laborers who were building the Chicago and Northwestern
reilroad track through to Escanaba that years The culmination
Pegan tie cvening of October 7th. In describing this, I will
have to give it from a personal standpoint, as that is the way

1 remember ite

every one had a feeling of uneasiness and
pramoii:?iﬁkfor :gaks; to my people, our first alarm came in
this way. At that time my father, E.S. Ingalls, hnd a \‘la.;gr -
mill on Iittle River, about five miles from Henomine}e{; (_Egd )
The pnlace now occupied by Rudginsky Brothers on bhad vsx; =
Octo'iaar 7, being Sunday, most of the crew hod co::f: ocxlwunmrm
leaving the boarding homaga%erfd:hia;e;if;anasr;:n haﬂsn.'
theree ookke y Mr. g
:x:;n:bﬁ: ;3 I::nour home. About 6:30 pems, my brother, Fred,
ut the team on a light wagon and accompanied by'biwd: younger
grothsr. sigter and myself, gtarted to telko hin. .

nchtown, we noticed an occasional log
mﬁfgtgzsﬁ:s:;g gend. Mr. Merrill told us to g0 b:;rkiag
would wallk the remaininz mils and a half. There was o
roaring in the air and the sky was lighted up over i
;auhtigo. Tha smell of smoke was strong before we ware

ack; wind came ia fierce
." the roaring became lound and the
h'ﬁ :uat:;, whicn fanned tne smouldering logs into flames.

Often a standing tree tock fire. Our horses needed no urging
on their way home. Afterward, Mr. Merrill told us his
experiencea.

All Buildings Afire

It took him some time to make his way over the logging
road tq the mill, for the whirling wind had cerried the fire
to one side and over Marinette, and struck the mill and
surrounding foreste All the buildings were on fire when he
got theres He hastily got the boocks from the office, and
talking the cook's baby, ran with the rest to the river. He
buried the books in the earth on the river bamnke The cattle
and the horses had been turned loose though one ox fell and
was burned on the river bank. Each persoa had grabbed a pail
or something to hold water, and carried it with hime. Mre
Merrill said the heat was so intense that the instant they
rose out of the water their clothes caught fire and when they
inverted wooden buckets of water over their heads, the bottoms
of ths buckets would catch firee

Rescus

« s » Late the next day, my brother-in-law got o team
ag far as Irenchtown. From there he had to wallc the rest of
the way to the mill, over fallen timber and hot ashes. He
found them all alive tut blind from smnoke and neat and badly
blistered, especially the eighteen months old baby, which
could only be held under water a few minutes at o time. He
roped them together, so he could guide them, and so carrying
the children, and sometimes the women, they stumbled along,
helping each other as best they could, often falling over
burnt logs, or burning their feet in hot ashes till tney
ronched Frenchtown. We kept them at our house for two weeks,
feeding them like children, until their eyes recovercds The
woman gnd baby died two or three months laters

_Marinette Escapes

As I have said, the whirling wind carried the fire, now
high, novlow. Marinette, directly in its path, escapeds Only




the brush and low growth around the town caught fire, though
it kept men busy to control it. Menekaune was caught in one
of the whirls of fire. My Temembrance is that everything
burned even fences, walks, and the sawdust covered streets.
The fierce hot wind carried burning shingles a mile and more
out into the bay and set fire to sails of ships. Where the
fire struck it was so sudden and fierce that everything caught
at once. In one house a woman was in confinement, with the
upper part of the house burning, the doctor and neighbor woman
attending her. As soon as the child was born, she was lifted,
mattress snd all and put into & sawdust cart, not a minute foo
soon, and carried to safety, Menominee, like Marinetts, was
rimmed with fire, and Birch Creek was entirely burned. The
loss of life in this farming village was appalling « . =
The survivors found safety in root collars, holes in the
ground or in Birch Creek.

Two girl survivors ceme to Menominee in 1878. I took my
horse snd buckboard and we went to visit near their old home
farm and spent the day wandering through the growth of poplar
and fireweed that always follow a woods fire. Tne tree trulcs
were still lying all in one direction like mown hay. These
girls told me there were nine in their family. When the fire
struck, the father and mother each took & small child and all
ran to reach the creek if possible. These little girls, ten
and eleven years old, soon began to stumble and falle The
father suddenly threw them both into the water and mud under
roots of an overturned tree, tclling them to crouch dovn and
stay there, until he came for them. They alone survived .
in that fam:l.]y-

i nt in Menomines

Our first excitement at home came just after we had
returned from Little River mill, about 9:30, probably. There
was a fierce gust of wind and a crash, and B=lle Stephenson,
(Mrs. Joseph Fleshiem) who had been spending the day in
Marinette, came running in end told us that their buggy had
been blown over into a brush hesp, just across the road. (My
home was where the Spies Public Library now stands, and the
prush heap was on a vacant lot ¥nown in late years as the

n

i o

Valter Hicks homs) Belle told ug that it was reported in
Marinette that Peshtigo was burning and that Marinette would
likely burn also, as trees were already burning on the edge

of town. Everything scemed to happen all at once after thate
The sky south and west was a blaze of light. The fierce hot
whirling wind rose and fell, bringing flames to new spots,
sometimes rising and leaving a spot of green timber untouchede

Frenchtoym Refugzees

Soon people began to drift down from Frenchtown. They
said, the jack pines back of the villaze are burning. We had
lived there when we first came to Menominee (1862) and knew
many of thems They camped in our back yard near the bay. I do
not know how many there were. I heard my mother say she counted
eight little babies in her bed at one time, and children were
asleep all over the house. I know we gave bread and coffee to
forty or more the next morning. Their homes did not burn and
they went back. There were constant alarmse

Fighting the Fires

Gllmore's mill down on the point where the Hoskin-Morainville
plant is now, had caught from the Menekaune blaze and was burninge
Houses kept catching fire. The women and girls pumped water and
men carried wet blankets and covered roofse This was a common
method. Main street, sawdust covered of course, kept blazing
up in spots, and we ran with buckel or pitchers, or any thing
to stop the spread. I met the late Josenh Fleshiem in one of
thege gorties, though I did not know it till long after. He
had just come off o steamer and was welking up the street,
wondering just what he had got into, vhen a girl came running
toward him with a bedroom water pitche? and watering can and
said, "The shavings under the porch are on fire. Crawl under
and put them out." He crawled while I ran to the bay for more
water. Ths house was George Horvaths, on one of the Victory
Park lots.

Fire in the Swamp
Suddenly the swamp which stretched from Ogden avenus to the
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river, and was covered with willows and dry grass, (Kirby
street was swamp then) was on fire. The omly good road, crossing
the swamp was Pengilly street, leading to the mills. The older
men and women worked along the edge, the women carrying water,
the men throwing up fresh earth. The younger folks pumped and
carried water also. There was but one good well on the side

of the street where the Lloyd store is now, at the Saxton place,
later kmown as the H.P. Bird place. We pumped it dry twice
before morning. It was hot, exhousting work. The young boys
would lie down a few minutes at a time to rest, then go on-—
our dresses and shoes were scorched and burned.

Boat in Readiness

One of the big lake steamers had come in about midnight
and tied up at Jones dock. Among other things it brought the
furni ture for Mr. E.L, Parmenter's beautiful new home on what
is mow called State street, (The home of FuJa Trudell). About
two a.me I was standing on guard at our gate, the othors having
gone where they were needed more, It was so light from the
glare in the sky that I saw Charlie Fairchild coming up the
street with a load of furniture and called out, "Why take it
to the house? The hills are all on fire back of Kirby Creek
(runs through Fimntown)." He answered, "Well, they'll get the
insurance if it is in the house but not if it is on the boat."
He told me the boat was being held at the dock for women and
ehildren if needed, some of them fled to it early in the night

- . L

Water Lowered in the Bay

My brother, Charles Ingalls, had personal proof of the
lowering of the water in the bay. He was getting out cedar
posts on my father's Hay Creek farm which ran from the Ha‘%aus
Nelson farm clear through to the bay, Jjoining John Quimby's
lefid at Poplar Point » « « Charlie had a lugber ship anchored

off the point and a crew of twelve or fifteen méne Sunday morning

(October 7) most of them had come up town. Seven people were left,

to get
including the farm keeper's daughter, who had remained
meals for the men. When the fire struck the forest and out-—
buildings, the cattle and horses were turmed loose, except omne
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team which Charlie had kept, hooing to get to town or to shora.
Charlie begged the men to get idto the wagon, but four of them
hastily threw some planks over a hola in the ground and crawled
in. Some omne ¢ of the girl. Charlie looked for her and

found her in her bed, with the clothas drawn over her head. He
grabbed her, quilt and all, and chucked her into -the hole as he
started for the shore, for the road was already cut off by flame.
One of the men in the hole begged him to writec their names on a
plece of paper and fasten it on a stump near the holes Charlie
headed for water with one man with hims tho team needed no urgingé

loss 6f Animal Iife

When a hot gust would come, the cattle and horses, ruaning
ahead, would throw themselves down and bury their noses in the
sand for a minute or two. The loss of animal life was terrible
that night. Several deer, wolves, and beam were on the edge
of the farm yard in the morning; live rabbits ran into the hole
with the men and the girl. By some fresk of wind, the house
did not burn, though barns, fences, and surrounding woods all
did. Charlie said the horses ran into the water until it
reached the wagon box. He and the man lay down and went fto
sleep in the wagon and were awalcened when the returning water
covered them in the morning.

shtizo

Many of the insidents relating to the burning of Peshtigo
were told me by the late Mrs. Isaanc Stephenson of Marinettes
She was a young girl living with her parents and brother at
that time. She said, "The whole town seemed to be on fire
all at once." People ran madly to the river; some sought
refuge in cisterns or wells and were smothered theres Nine
members of one family were found in their well. Some lingered
to save treasured belongings and died in homese Like most of
the people, she, with her brother, started for the river.

She told him (Tom Burns) to go back and help his father and
mother; she could go alone. She had mot run more than two
blocks before she fell exhausted, and would have b‘l.}l‘ﬂ.ﬂﬂ. thers, .




but ReM. Burt, engineer in charge of construction for the

Ce & H.W. railroad company ceme clong and picked her up and
carried her to the river, The scene was terribles Men were
fighting off the craged horses and cattle to keep them from
trampling men and children under water. Their clothes caught
fire as they worked.

Mrs. Stephenson told me that she personally lkmew of seven
confinements which took place during the nights Men laid their
coats in the mud and ooze at the foot of the benk for the
unfoxtunate women to lie on, and while women were doing what
they oould for the sufferers, the men carried water and poured
over them. Several of the women died, and only three of the
babies lived, so far as she kmews So the night passed in terror,
pain and grief. In the morning there was nothing but desola-
tion, no food or shelter for hours. They ate potatoes waich
were bakec in the ground.

Among the incidents I kmew about personally was this one:
A young French man, Joe Martel, running to the river, saw a
1little baby lying in the road. He piclked it up, carried it into
the water and took core of it as well as he could. In the morn-
ing the women helped hinm, but all had their own to care fore
The child belonged to a miece of Governor Beebe of Wisconsine.
The father ond mother died. Governor Beebe provided for the
child, also for the young man.

One incident was related to us by Judge Fred Bartels of
Peshtigo. When the fire struck the town, he started for
Marinette with his horse and buckboard. Om the seat with him
was the sister of FeJ. Trudells She had recently married and
gona to Peshtigo to live. Her husband and another man sat on
the back of the buckboard. There was a wall of fire each side
of them snd the horse ram of its own accord. Suddenly the
two men fell offs The young wife tried to jump of f but Mre
Sortels held her. He couldn't stop for that would have meant
death to alle

train which
At the beginning of the fire, a small lumber
ran to Peshtigo harbor todk as maay as it could carry down to

the harbor. They were safe and soon in commniecation with

outside towns. The train men tried to zet b
i :1 i e zet back for another

Of course, people in mear-by towns were not idle. Men
from Marinette and Menominee forced their way through burning
logs and hot ashes and brought the sufferers to Marinette.
Barracits had been hastily built to house theme. Governor Beebe
had seat Dr. B.Ts Phillips up to take charges Women of the
towns were volunteer nurses. We, in Menominee, helpsd. We
had the Birch Creek refugees and outlying farmers to lock after
alsos TFrom far and near, food and clothing poured inj it
continued coming for months.

I asked Mrs. Stephenson once, when I was in her room, where
she got such an oddly shaped white petticoat she was putting
on. 5hé said, "Well, when I got to Green Bay, I didn't have

a govn to put on, but I was immediately given thirteen white
petticoats. This is one of thom,

After the fire destroyed Birch Creek, it loaped over about
ten miles of green forest and burned the beautiful beech forest
near wanb we call Greenwoods. Several days after the fire, I
went with some friends to try and locate some of their rolatives
who 1lived there. I had spent some wecks with them before. the
fire. We could not get beyond Birch Creecke It was strange
to see these great forest trees lying row after row, as though
cut with a scythe, their tops pointing towards the northe The
trunks of some of these great trees still lie in the birch
grove beyond Birch Creek.

The fire burned so deeply into the peat bogs near Cedar
River that it was still burning a year latere At times, during
the first winter after, smoke came up through the snowe. The
fire got a good start early in the evening of the 7th of
October (1871), but the height of its fury and destruction ceme
in the morning of the 8th between one and five asms aporoximately.




A BOY'S MEMORY OF THE BIG FIRE
(The Peshtigo Fire)

By Kirk Shepard

My father had the first drug store in Memominee and I
recell thot the store was quite a hang-out for captains of
the sailing vessels from Chicago and Milwaukee that loaded
lumber.

Dad had a soda fountain in the store, one of those old
fashioned goose neck affairs and three different kinds of
syrup, lemon, vanilla, and strawberry. However, there was
another kind that the old salts seemed quite fond ofe. 1 think
it was called bourbon.

Abner b

Abner Kirby of the Kirby Carpenter company lived in
Milwaukee but used to spend a couple of months during the
summer in Menominee. As I remember him he was always dressed
jmnaculately, and was a greab favorite with all us kids. He
used to sit in front of dad's store and organize wrestling
matches between us kids. The winner usually got ten cents and
sometimes a quarter,if Mr. Kirby felt umigaally good. Turing
vacation Mr. Kirby's family frequently came to Menominee.  §
remember the boys, Henry, Welcome (or Wally as he was called)
and Osk; also the two girls, Grace and Susie.

‘bor oved

18%0-71 big improvements were made in the harbor
and ti:rtz large Menominee companies purchased the steamer
Favorite and six barges and commenced towing the lumber tt;e
Chicago. The barges were formerly sailing vessels with ir
top masts and jibbooms cut offe

1 don't think a drop

" usually dry.
The summer of '71 was um 1y and on quiet days

of rain fell during August and September,
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when no wind was blowing, 2 pall of smcke hung over the bay,
so dense at times that the vessels coming into and leaving
Menominee had difficulty in navigating.

Before the Fire

Sunday, October 8, was warm and sultry, with no wind to
speak of, and the people went to church as usuals Father wag
visiting at his cld home in Hartford, Connecticuts A neighbor

was running the store, and the clerk was spending Sunday at his
home in Green Bay.

About 9 pem. the wind started to blow quite hard from the
west., Mr. Farrier, or Jack Farrier as he was kuown .to every=
body in Menominee and Marinette counties, had charge of the
store during dad's absence and had closed up rather early.
family lived over the store. Between nine and ten o'elock
Joe LeRoy who ran the Menominee House came down to the store
for a gallon of Kerosene. He got Farrier out——he lived next
door to us—and I heard LeRoy say ®There's a big fire coming
up in the southeast." The next thing I remember was mother

wa]?lng us up, and telling us to get dressed as quickly as we
could.

Our

Sky is Aflame

At that time boys of ten and thirteen were not over-
burdened with clothes, just a shirt and trousers, ond maybe
shoes and stockings on Sunday « « « Wonen I got dovmstairs
and looked out the window, the sky was a red glare from
horizon to horizon, and the wind had increased to o gales
Pieces of tree limbs and siding from houses all ablaze were
flying overhead. and dropping in the bay. MNother said that
orders had come that all the women and children were to take
to the boats at once. We didn't stop to pack up anything, but
I grabbed a small tin box belonging to dad, containing papers
and rushing into the gtore I took all the money in the till and
put it in the boxs I still have the box.




T

The Eirby Carpenter docks, where the boats were, jutted
out into the bay a short distance north of the mouth of the
river at the foot of PenGilly street. On one side of the dock
was the Frvorite, commanded by Gmpt. Hutchinson, and on the
other side the large towing tug Dunbar was tied upe I think
the Dunbar wes towing barges for a couple of Wisconsin mills,
though I'm not sure. Mother and her brood of three went aboard
the Dunbar. The barge Golden Harvest was tied up at the other
docks The Kirby Carpenter company had two docks with a slip
about 100 feet wide between.

Wind Wasg Ho

By this time the wind was blowing hot, like the breath
from a furnace. The Dunbar had a long overhanging stern, amd
when we went aboard I noticed a dozen women sitting in a circle,
all praying. Such sights were common that night. The boat crew
stood by, ready to cast off, but the fire never reached the doclks.
Some say that the wind shifted a trifle to the north end carried
the firs to the south and east, where it cleanmed the point at
the river mouth. Gilmore's mill, boarding house and other
buildings, also Menckoune meross the river ¢aught fire.

As I wouldn't stay put in one place very long, I sneaked
off the boat and went cut on the dock. It was light as day,
and from the end of the dock I could plainly see the point at
the mouth of the river, also Menekaune. Buildings would
suddenly burst into flames with apparently no fire near them.

Refuged Peddler S

1 then walked over to the Favorite where women and child-
ren were still coming aboord. At that time pack peddlers were
quite common. They'd go from door to door with their big packs
strapped on their backs and sell anything from a silk dress to
a paper of pins. While standing near the Favorite's gang plank
1 saw one of these peddlers come along. He had his pacic on his
back and was going sboard the boat. The mate and one of the
crew were stationed there to see that no men cane ?board unless
they were unable to fight fire. The mate stopped him and told
him that he'd have to go and fight fire with the other men.

He then wanted to leave his paclkt on the boat, and was refuseda
Then he started trylng to bribe the mate, first offering $10,
then $25 and finally $50. Then the mate lit into him with the
finest assortment of cuss words I ever heard in my youwng 1life,
and living in a sawmill town I'd heard a fews The peddler

went off with his pack, but whether he fought fire I never knews

From the dock I could see the side wheel steamer Union tied
up at Philbrook's ship dock in Menekaunc. The Union ran from
Green Bay to Menominee and other bay portss The Union was
cormanded by Captain Hawley, whose son became chief of police
in Green Baye Some have sald that when the fire got close, the
Union left the dock and gtarted for ths bay but on account of the
heavy load of women and children sha corried and the gale that
was blowing, she turmed back at the mouth of the river and
returned to the dociks.

During the night the wind went dovn, snd at daylight the
women were anxious to go te their various homes. I don't think
that anyone slept that night except the very small children.
Mother took us home early, and we were surprised to find every-
thing just as we had left it, except a large oak tree in our
back yard had blown dowm.

Monday was a busy dey in the drug store; = Our clerk
couldn't get back from Green Bay as no trains were running,
and the calls for lime water kept Jack Farrier humpinge

We noticed some of our neighbors on Main street digging
large pits in the sand on the bay shore to bury their belongings,
8o my brothar and I started to dig one. The only thing I
remember that went into it was or old muzzle loading single
barreled shot gun.

Peshtizo's Fate

Sometime on Monday the news came—I don't remember how-—
that Peshtigo was entirely destroyed and a lot of people
burned to death. It seemed that everyone was in a kind of




daze, not knowing what to expect.

Monday afterncon a man came around—I think it was "Bob"
Stephenson—and told the women to take the children and go
aboard the bosts again, as the danger wasn't over. 5o Tight
after supper we went aboard the barge Golden Harvest lying at
the Kirby Carpenter company south dock. We brought along
blankets and pillows and were herded down into the hold as no
lumber had been loaded, all the men were fighting fires

During the night a mumber of Peshtigo survivors came
sboard. Some of them were quite badly burneds

Chicago is Burning

Sometime during the night, the mate from the Favorite
came down inio the hold whera we huddled. "Say,? he said
in a very loud voice,"there's a woman on the Favorite going
to have a Daby and I've got to have help." Mother, kind of
hady at that sort of thing, volunteereds Whether the fire
baby wos a boy or girl, I don't imow, but have often wondered
where he or she ise

Juet as it was getting daylight we heard rain pattering
on the dock overhead. Then the tenseness broke. Someone
storted a hyrm, and all joined in. It was an October
Thanksziving. At daylight ve all went homs. Menominee had
been saved, probably by some freck of the wind. Those who
saw that fire will never forget that awful glare covering
the whole skys I was ten years cld at the tifie, and I'11
never forget it. Monday noon the propeller Trussdel of the
Goodrich Line came into the dock and I heard the captain say,
"Chicage is burning up and the whole country is doomed."

FLAMING GALE

By Alice Judy Behrend

I git and rock,
And crab tree buds recall
The sprige of peach you brought
the dey we were married in April, 1868.
The Big Vermilion raged,
but you crossed the torrent twice
to bring my last sweet memory of Spring
on the prairie.
North, always North, we went,
Four hundred miles in a buckboards

And now this clearing looks much as it did
the day we drove ine
A fenceless patch of timothy and garden trucic
and graine
Sometimes I wonder why we never prospered
like our neighbors dide
I guess ees
But you never worked in lumber camps
like most our German settlers did ==
The wintertimes were long enough without leaving
me alone with chores snd storms and babiese
And thon.. the Fire eee
I guess we never got our senses backe
You don% hear much about it nowadays -
the Great Peshtigo Firee

This May, new tractors rip the growing sod
and I remember, better than ever,
the Spring of 1871. \

Yo winter's snow, no showers, the thirsting land
could scarcely sprout our seeds,

It's terrible not to have a gardene

——







In July, rain fell to lay the dusts.

You scythed rye and wheat for hay.

In August, migerly rain clouds rolled across
and left a small respite from the scalding
sun: and you went to work in the woodenware
factory in Peshtigo Harbors

The babies had to eat somehow.

A quick and blegsed shower foll in September;

I stood outdoors, the wetness of it falling
in my face, praying for a deluge to soak
the gasping earth.

It rained enough to let us dig the potato marbles,
then sterving Indians, with ponies hitched
to travois; stole them anywaye

The swamps were dry as straw, the cows went drye

You plowed around the whole clearing.

The sun wes pale in the smoke of the skye

A railroad gang set slashing fires that smoldered
deep in peaty bogse

The first of October Mama sent twenty~five dollarse
OQur clothes were rags: on Saturday, the seventh,
you put the shafts into the buckboard,
and I started to Marinette with little Carl
cuddled on the seat beside mes
At Peshtigo the air wae like a great mosquito smudges
our eyes began to smart and rum.
Then fhe wind whipped up, and I thought I heard a faint,
a sort of a rolling rorT in the south or west.
Challis and calfskin lost their charm.
I had a feelingz God was on the warpath, so to speak:
I turned Dundes around and let out for home
down the sawdust road.
There you were, packing food and clothes in canvas sacks;
you looked so dear to me, but you were mad,
You grabbed up Baby Arnold and yelled at me,
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"My God, Womand Why didn't you stay in town?
I don't kmow what we're going to do#
¥It's only smoke,” I saide
And I believed it like the ones who stayed at home
until the hurricane of fire struck at them,
driving them to broiling brocks
and suffocating wells
and little piles of black crisp and white ash
by the gutted roadsides.
1 gathered up the bables and stayed inside the thick
cool walls of our log houses
You put the tongue into the buckboard and fed the horebze
You aimed to flee,
Anywhere see
But there I sat with my babies,
As blind with fear as an old mare that takes her colt
and dashes back to a blazing barne

A sort of calm and darkness came at five o'clocks
We spent that Saturday night, October seventh,
listening, watching a glow in the sky
while the boys slept seremly on the beds
Then morning came you went for waters
The air was full of vapor; the world didn't sgem reale
You hitched the horses to the loaded buckboard
and tied them to the cormer of the houses
By four o'clock that Sunday afternoon, a wind came upt
at eight, it gtruclc the house with cyclone forces
I ran to the windowe
1 scroamed to you, "Bertd Bertl The babies) LET'S GOI®
The wind was full of flames.
We took the boys and leaped to the buckboards The horses
were strildng at the logs with their forefeet
as you jerked the hitching reins
I sat between your kmees with both the boyse
The horses tore out dragging the bounding wagon behinde




The trunk fell outs Small bits of blazing limbs
began to land obout us. My long hair streamed toward
the horses and burst into bright stiniing flamece
You put it out with your hands.

Then Dundee's tail caught fire: you put it out and the
dash caught.

You threw more blankets over us and wrenched
and bent the blazing thing wntil it fell
beside the lurching wheelse

Crouching, standing, on you went, through the smothering
smoke, fighting whirling brands with your hands,
your faoce bared out to the scorchs

Our minds struggled at the bottom of a whirlpool,
praying, praying, proying,

Until the horses turned into a supply road running
nﬂrthn

We crossed a little creek.

A man, huddled with his femily in the mud of it, yelled -

And yelled,

Our team flew paste

Until you died, you remembereds

Then the riverl
Green fringes of the Peshtigol
The horses, veering, passed a wagon with the horse
dead on the grounds.
Ahead, o womon ran with a baby and two little girle.
Somehow, you hauled our horses in
until they scrambled one
The buckboard rocked down' to the river;
a snag fell in front of us;
we bounced overe
We never even heard the woman and her children
fall oute.
The bridge was afire.
You pulled Dundee until he fell
with Max rolling and striking on top of hime
The scorching air e..

We sank to our necks in the cold yellow water
with floating, hissing logs,
And tame animals and wild humanse

Max tore off his harness ond leaped back into the fire
vhoro tic woman and her children weres
Babies suffocated,
Children drowned,
Men went mad of dipping blankets,
Women gave birth.
Then the fire raced on to Lake Michigzone
Leaving .
Little piles of black crisp and white ash,
Rigid, prostrate, kneeling, sprawling forms
in wells, in furrows, in obliterated farms,
and a smoldering twisted mill tovma
And the little pink patches in my white haire

NOTE: This poem by

Mrs, Behrond of Ingallston,
Michigan, in Menorince
county, was first publighed
in the Menominee Hernlde
Leader, Jamuary 6, 194l.




WHEN HZ CHICAGO SORTHWESTZRN EAILROAD CAME TO MENCHMINZZ COUNTY

By Louis Nadeau

My own recollections of Menominee County go back to 1871,
but as Mrs. Nadeau is a daughter of J. R. Brooks I go back to
mention that in 1864 he was selected to lay out the Green Bay
and Bay de Yoc road (on the route of the Old Birch Creek and
Bay Share rcads) north from Menominee—so we have been inter-
ested in Memominee county's highways for quite a spelle

Peshtigo Fire .

In 1871 we lived in Green Bay and my father, Barney
Fadeau, ther but recently discharged from service in the Civil
War, was emrloyed as a foreman by a contractor named Wallace
who was building the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad from
Green Bay tc Marinette. On October 8 the Peshtige fire occurred.
It had been a very dry year and slong the latter part of the
summer they had had quite a lot of trouble with fires set in
clearing tne right—-of-way. I remember the cne nlace south of

Oconto where a large part of the grade, wiich was mostly peat,
burned up.

At the time of the Peshtigo fire father's camp was about
one mile north of Peshtigo. My brother, David, was in the
cre—, employed as a waterboy. Their camp was on a sandy kmoll
Just north cf which there was quite a deep swamp, which was
ditcaed in naking the grade. The night of the fire they saw
the light ard heard the roar some time before the fire neared
them. Some of the men wanted to run, but father convinced p
them it was smarter to stay where they were.

Spared by Fire

They buried their bedding and most of the supplies in
deep ditches and intended lying down themselves with their
faces in whet little water there was with the rest of their .
bodies covered with sand to prevent their clothes from burning.

Through one of the pranks that the fire nlayed it sdit at the
south end of the'ridge and went both sifes of them, leaving
unharmed only a very-small area on waich their camp was located.

The next morning the entire crew, my father and brother
Dave among them, walked down to Peshtigo and saw many terrible
sights which there is no point in repeating herees While they
were in Peshtigo a call for help came from Marinette' by messenger
and for the next several days the entire crew fought to save

that city on a circle that was established to the south of the
tovne 1

Firgt Railroad

In the spring of 1872 Nr. Wallace took a contract to build
the main line of the Chicego & Forthwestern from Menominee to
Escanaba and father went with him, this time as a sub—contractors
The first job was Sections 6 and 7 near Birch Creeks The camp
was bullt where the old State road crossed the railroad below
Birch Creek between the Julius Theuerkauf farm buildings and
the track. Our family camp up from Green Bay snd we all lived
in the construction camps until the joo wes finished in Decembers

At this time Menominee county, north of Birch Creek, was
practically virgin forest, except for oine cutting along the
Menominee River and with a few minor exceptions which I will
note briefly. A farm at Ingalls had been started in- 1858 by
Thomag Caldwelle That farm later passsd to Louis Dobeas, who
built the first store in Ingsalls in 1879, There was a small
settlement near Ford River and a farm, so called, south of the

railroad mear Bark River may have been in this (Menominee)}
countye
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graded By Hand

The clearing of the right-of-way was mostly done on a
plecework basis in one hundred foot units and much of the
grading was done by hand. In the swamps the grade was
shovelled up by hand from the ditches——some used wheelbarrows
and planks. It was only in the large cuts that work was dome
with teams with scrapers and wagons.

Fatuer's next job was Section 13 (near Wallace) snd then
he went to Sections 39 and 40 just south of Powers and built
his camp at about the location of the old Sterling house east
of the track at Kloman just above the schoolhouss which was
removed in tae building of the county road. This job wasn't
finighed until December and fires were kept in the cuts nights
to keep the ground from freezing. In the swamps wnich is now
the lower end of the Powers railroad yard there was heavy
tamarack timber which was felled lengthwise the right-of-way
instead of being removed ond then the ties were laoid across
the trees without dirt filling and the first trains went over
the treck in thot condition.

Building Crews ifeet

There nad been crews working out of Escanaba and they
met on the bridge between Powers and Spalding in the week
between Christmes 1872 and the 1873 New Year's Day. The
construction of this part of the railroad was paid for with
a land grant unfer a contract that provided that a train must
run from Menomiree to Zscanaba by January 1, 1873,

They made it with two or three days to spare, but there
was no ballast on the ties in the swamps and they nractically
went over the tcps of the hills. It took all of 1873 with
gravel trains to moke the railroad usable. After the grade
was finished across the swamp south of Powers it dropped
through the bog and had to be moved to one side on more ties
with trees holding them up snd for several months a train
poured stones and dirt into the hole before they could put the
track back on the original right-of-way.
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First Houses

The irrst houses along the railroad were the section
houses built by the company. At Powers tiey also put up a
small building in which George Haggerson was the first operator
and agent. The first store at Powers was built in 1874 by
A.A. Archibald, who later sold it to George Vestman, and he to
Charles Bradner.

In the spring of 1873 father took the job of boarding
the crews of the gravel trains. At Bagley ihey built a large
frame cam out of twelve inch white vine boards stood on ends
with battens over the joints--regular barn construction. For
several months there were about 100 men in this camp and then
another camo vas built near Wilson and another at Section 47
at Indian-town. I was put in charge of tals last camp although
only fifteen years old, with Marcel Dumas and a cook namgd

Quimby, who had a peg—leg.

Bach camp had a "van" and this <7 camp ST iRk
“* "‘-”n ilg

i
was my first merchandising experience. 4]
v

(J0T=: iir. liadeau until his retirement was 3§
a store sperator at Nadeau.) 1 had charge
of the vsn besides having to keep the 5 s
records and help wash the dishes. The men =5 2\
called me the "Tobecco Bosg". (NOTE: A - =
"ven" was a camp store, suoplying men with

tobacco, clothing, etc.] The first time the pay car came

along the construction engineer had quite a2 time convincing

the paymaster that it was safe to turn over $2,000—which was

a lot of money in those days——to a 15-year-old kid. The
construction engineer in charge of this work was Frank He

Van Cleve, then little more than a boy himself.

i,

Father took the money he earnmed in this railroad work
and went into the hotel business at Marinette, but with his
lack of experience amrd the 1873 panic it was soon necessary
for the family to resume its interest in the develooment of
Menominee county, for in 1874 the family moved onto a soldier's
homestead where the town of Nadeau is now located. The trains




those days were drawn by "wood-burners" and for the next few
years the family income came largely from fuel wood for the
engines.

Wood For Iron Horse

The frrnishing of this fuel wood really started the first
settlements in the central part of the county. Just south of
Nadeau, Werdle Worley established a wood camp which beceame
a2 farm now owned by Joe King., Charles Russell, who the first
fall shot cne of his owm oxen with a headlight between the
logs of hie =»artly built barn, took up a 160 acre homestead
to the north of us and started a farm now s»nlit into two
80 acre ferms owned by Henry Mercier and Dick Menard.

The penic of 1873 which put our family back into Menominee
county slowed things u»m a lot, but a few small businesses
started alcng the line of the new railroad. In 1873 HMellen
Smith built 2 mill in Wallace. In 1874 S. A. Benjamin built
a small mill at Ingalls. In 1877 Andrew Lundquist and Mose
Landre built a mill at Ingalls that burned in 1882. In 1880
Y¥orwood Bovers built a mill at Ingalls that burned in 1883.
Ira Carley and Z. L. Parmenter built another mill at Ingalls
in 1883 of which Mr. Carley became the sole owner in 1892.

First Hadesau Hill

The first mill at Nadeau was built in 1875 by Schomer
end Gallegrer of Oshkosh. This mill ran about two years and
1 worked for them setting and riding carriage. They used a
circular sew and thencver was a two horse tread power, such
as were later used by small threshing machines. In the
winter of 1880, the year I was 21, my brother Dave and I
formed the firm of Nadeau Brothers and logged for the H.
Whitbeck commany of Marinette. The next year we cut cedar
poles, nosts, tie cuts, etc., and drove them down the Little
Cedar River to Steshenson for M.C. Burch, who built a mill
tnere. This mill was sold to He. P. Bird who moved it to
Wausaukee.

In 1880 Louis Fircier and Tneodore Zunens Duilt a small
mill at Nadeau gbout where the Ausust Jean mill is nov Ync-ted.
Nadcau Brothers had a small store and furnished suolies for
this mill and a camp and in about a year had a cemp and a mill
in settlement for the account. After wermitting this mill to
stand idle for a couple of years we moved it over to the east
side of the track and it became the first of six mills in about

the same location that we built and which were destroyed by
fire.

Carney Stave 1ill

The first mill at Carney was a stave mill built by the
Menasha Wooden-Vare Company and cperated by them for many
years. 1t stood just above the present railroad section
house south of the village. It was built about 1890 and ran

until about 1910. Matheys & Leahsay later operated a small
mill in about the same location.

About 1880 Geomge Westman and Wilson Brothers of Marinette
built & mill at Daggett. They onerated a few years and
establighed a store in which they emloyed John Dunham as
manager and they later sold the store to hims TFestman moved
nis mill west end egtablighad the town of Westman, Idaho.

S, J. liathey end Frank MeGillan of Green Bay built a mill at
Nadeau about 1896 amd operated it for about 10 yearss

fire is Signal

When we moved onto the homestead at Nadeau in 1874 the
house was & querter-mile from the railroad down a woods trail.
Vhen we wented to take the train we went down to the tracks
and built a fire which stonned the train, provided heat when
it was cold and helped koeo off th: mesquitocs in summer,
There was one train a day and it hauled asverything snd wae
faster than walking. In a couple of years a market developed
for bark, poles, etc., and a short spur track was built for uss




The first schoolhouse in Hadean townshin——-still District
No. 1l—was about & mile north from the shur and thers was no
road but the railroad. (NOTE: District No. 1 was in later
years kmown as Holmer school. It contimued to onerate as a
separate district until 1936 when Nadesu Townshin unit was
formed. The last teacher there was Miss Fern Barker in the
year 1935-36.) O©Cn Saturday a car of lumber was set out on the
spur for our school. Sunday we got together every oersom in
the pronosed district, pushed the car out on the main line,
ran it up the track a mile and unloaded it and then »ushed it
back and out on the siding without getting caught at it. We
were pretty bedly worried because it took longer than antic—
ipated.

Shaldinz Foldinzs Sold

About 1874 the Spalding Iumber Company built a mill on
the banik of the Big Cedar River at Spalding——they already had
one at the mouth of the river. This mill was operated by them
as long as there-was pine to cut, but Mr. Spalding saw no
future in the other timber and sold the Spalding mill to Ross
Brothers, wlio operated it for a number of years and bouzht all
of th2 Spalding Company holdings north of the railroad. About
the samz time the Snpalding holdings south of the railroad and
the mill 2t the mouth of the river were sold to Samuel Crowford,
wno had exserience in the manufacture of hemlock in Pennsylvania
end wes very successful at Cedar Rivers.

The mill comoenies in Menominee and Hsrinette were logging
all along the Menominee River and hauled their supplies by
team up the old Stste Road. They early established the Relay

Farm and the Pembina Farm. As soon as the railroad wos completed

they built a road across through the present locztion of
Nathan from Crrney to the Pembina Farm which was just below
the Pembina Falls. This was in about 1874 and at that time
they built a warehouse at Carney and put Andrew Porterfield in
charge. He built the first house in Carney and started a farm
on which he lived for many years. He was a valuable citizen
in the community snd many years later served Menominee County
well as a construction foreman when the old County Road No. 1

was being built. The supply road from Carney to the Pembina
Farm was laid out and built by James Holmese

Charconl Tilns

The most important industry to the early development of
farms in the county was the charcosl lkilanse. The furnace at
Menominee was built in 1872 and they soon built kilns at
several points along the line. A little later the Fox River
Iron Company of DePere built kilns at Carney, Nedeaw, Wilscn,
Harrie, ond Kloman. One set was operated by a man named
Phillips several miles east from Stenhenson and he had to haul
his coel to the tracks.

These kilns used up all the hardwood cown almost to twigs
and as the hardwood stums soon rotted the settler hod gone
a long vay toward clearing a farm when he finished cutting
this kiln wood. ¥e hauled stone all one summer for the kilns
at Nndeau and then operated them for many years after they
were builte

What is now the large IXL plant at Hermansville was
started by Ce.J.L, Meyers in 1878, but it was 1887 before the
manufacture of flooring commencedes

Road Commissioner

The nost~office at ladesu was established in 1880 and
Barney Nadeaw, Sre, my father, was the first postmaster. He
served many years until he lost his sight. Stevhenson Town
originally extended up to Sralding Township and my father Was
the first hizhway commissioner. Through his efforts Nadeau
Townshin, nine miles square, was cut off the north end of
Steshenson Townghip, and he was the first supervisoras

The development of Menominee county's road: system with
which I was so actively comneccted for over 30 years is in itself
a very important chapter in the development of the county.
Frank L. Betts covered this so fully in his first annual report

to the board of supervisors that I need do no more than refer to i te
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CEGAIIZATION OF MENOMINZE COUNTY

By Judge B. &. Ingalls in his 1876 Centennial History of the Twin Cities

At the time of the first settlement of lenominee county
all of the country from the Menominee River to Lake Hureu,
belonged to Kackinac countyj it was a wilderness with neither
civil officers, nor white people to fill officess Subsequently
a county was established, reaching from Leke Michigan to the
Menominee Fiver and called Delta County. There were but few
white men in it when it was organized, and it was attached
to Mackinac county for judicial purposese

Bleeker County Beginnings

In 1861 Anson Bangs, who then resided st Marinette, and
owned considerable land on both sides of the river, and had,
a short time before, built a small mill on Litile Fiver, a
branch of Menominee, was at Lansing during the session of the
legislature. He, having nrivate objects in view, without
consulting the neople at Henominee, obtained the passage of an
act to create a new county by the name of Bleeker—an old
Albany neme—she afterwards marrying into a family there of
that namee.

Refuse to Organize

Tasre were many provisions of the act which were
obnoxious to the settlers in the county, and they refussd to
organize under ite At the time appointad for the meeting to
elect officers and perfect the orgenization, Bangs was not in
this section of the countrye. The meeting was to be held at

g tavern (NOTE: Where the Lumbermen's Bank building
now stands), and on the day set, there was quite an atiendance
of settlers, but they refused to organize = meeting and
instead of doing so, got up placards and charcoal sketches of
Bangs, vhich were not complimentery to hime By the provisions
of the act, if the people failed to organize, the new county
was to be nttached to Marquette county for judicial purposese
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Judge Inzalls at Lansing

The next session of the legislature commenced in Jamuary,
1863. The pecple here concluded to send me (Judge Ingells) to
Lansing to procure the passage of an act to organize a countys
They raised money for my expenses by contribution, and on
New Year's Day, 1863, I started.

- - - - L ]
Menominee County

Thae member from our district was James Se. Pendall, from
Marquettes I prepared such a bill as I thought we needed and
Mre Pendall nresented it, and had it referrcds Soon afterwards
it was reported favorably, passed and became s law, and
lenominee county took its place in the list of counties of the
atates.

Its boundaries, excepting a slight alteration, were the
same as thase of the Bangs act, embracing the fractionmsTownships
35 and 36, Range 24, West; All of Range 25, from the bay shore
to town 41 inclusive; all of Range 26 and 27, to Town 41,
inclusive; all of the towns and fractional towns in Ranges 28,
29, 30, 31 to Town 41 inclusive.

Two Townships

The name Henominee for the county had been decided unon
by the people before I left home. At that time there were no
settlers in the county except tnose living at Menominee and up
the river, and those living at the mouth of the Big Cedar River,
therefore the county was divided into two towmships, viz.§
The township of Cedarville, which embraced all of the towms in
the new county in Ranges 24, 25, and 26 West, and the townshipw.
of Menominee, which embraced all of Range 27, and the towns and
fractional towns in Ranges 28, 29, 30, and 31 Weste
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First County Seat

» « = Sy the provisions of the act, the county seat
was to be located in Town 31, North, Range 27, Westes

John Quimby, Sr., Nicholas Gewehr, and 2. S« Ingalls were
appointed to locate the same. The commissioners in the spring
of 1863, located it « + « in Menominee opposite the

Quimby Hotel. A clerk's office and jail were afterwards erected.

In 1874, the people having decided to build a courthouse,
the board of supervisors bought two acres of land on Ogden
Avenue, and removed the county seat to that place. (NOTE:

It still remains in this location in 1940.)

- - - - .

« '« o By the middle of May, 1863, the officers had all
qualified end the county was fully organized.

- - - - -

Ingallston Township

At the session of the legislature in the year 1B67 an
act was nassed nroviding for the organization of a new town—
ship to be lmovm as Ingallston. It included in its boundaries
all the townships in Range 26, from Town 33 to 41 inclusive.
There being but few settlers in the township it did not adopt
a township organization until 1873.

Judicial Circuit

At the time of Menominee county organization (1863) there
were no judicial circuits in the upper peninsula. Ve had a
court styled "The District Court of the Upper Peninsula,"
with the same powers as circuit court. The Honorable Daniel
Goodwin was judge, and had held the position since the district

was first judicially organized . « « In 1863 the legislature

passed an act creating the 11th judicial circuit in place of
the district court « . -

a4e

There were but few pecple here when the county was
organized, many of those being transient men were not voterse.
At the first election held in Menominee the number of votes

cast was 45 and in the town of Cedarville 10. (XO State
guthorities in 1864 listed the emtire population of Menominee

County, men, women, and children, as 496.)

e s o Having organized a county seat, it was necessary
to have a post-office, and the department established one at
Menominee in the year 1863, and Norman R. Soule was appointed
postmaster (NOTE: Judge Ingalls performed the actual duties.)
and held the office until the next year, vhen Samuel W. Abbott
was appointed . . .« At first he had to zo to Menekaune
for the mail-bag in the summer season, and gometimes in the
winter. In the summer the mail came three times a week from
Green Bay by boat, and in winter by stages

No Roads

There were no roads in the county except a very poor
supply road leading wp the Menominee River, which the mill
companies had cut out for a winter road, and which could hardly
be traversed by a wagon during the summer, (NOTE: And there
was no bridge across the Menominee River until 1867 when one
wag built between Dunlap Square, Marinette and Bridge Street,
Menominece. )

Grants for Roads

While Anson Bangs was at Lansing during the session of
the legislature 6f 1861 he did one thing which proved a great
benefit to the county, which ought to be set off against his
mismove in trying to organize the county of Bleskers He caused
an act to be passed, granting two sections of land to each
mile for the purpose of constructing a state road from Menominee
to Masonville, in Delta county, to be called the Green Bay and
Bay de Noc road, and the same amount for a rcad from the mouth
of the Menominee River to a point in Marguette county, to be
called the Wisconsin & Lake Superior State roads

It was generally thought that no person could afford to
build any sort of a road for the grants At that time plenty of
land was to be entered for one dollar and twenty-five cents
per acre, and by buying road script, state lands could be




obtained for one dollar per acree It was thought that the
country was so swampy between Menominee village and Delta
county, that a road could not be built without great expense.

The only way the people of Lake Superior could get to the
outside world, as it was then called, in the winter, was by
crossing the divide with dog trains, to the head of Little
Bay de Noc and thnen follow the beach to Green Baye

Hon. Peter White of Marquette, once told me (Judge Ingalls)
on one occasicn when he was compelled to come down into
Wisconsin in the winter, it took him three weeks to malte the
journey from that place to Green Bay city.

Bay de Noc Road

« o « In the summer of 1863 C. T. Harvey had opened
a road from Hasonville (Delta county) to Marqusttes _

In the spring of 1864 application was made to the
governor anc Josiah R. Brooks was apnointed commissioner to
lay out and cause the road to be constructed, end he had the
road surveyed, (Re L. Hall having charge of the survey), and
took steps to let a contract for its construction.

But the greatest difficulty was to find any one to under-
takke it, and when the time anoointed to let the contract came,
there was not a person to put in a bid. Being determined
that a road should be built, the writer put in a bid to
construct all of the road that lay in Menominee county, for the
grant, and executed the necessary papers.

My contract only required that the road should be cut
through sixteen feet wide, that year, so that the road would
be available for winter use, and provided for its completion
afterwards.

On the fifth day of December my men had got through and
T. T. Hawley coming through shortly afterward snd finding that

he could carry the mails through on it, in a few daye had ¢
line of stages running over it, and thus secured the mail
route for Lake Superior, through Menominee + + o«

The State Road

In 1866 the mill companies on both sides of the river were
desirous of having a better road wp the Menominee River than
the supply road on which they had been compelled to relyes I
(Judge Ingells) was appointed commissioner io locate and build
the "Wisconsin and Lake Superior State road" which runs up
the Menominee River.

The board of supervisors appropriated tie necessary money
to defray expenses of survey. The survey was immediately
commenced and carried through to completions The contract was
let to the Kirby-Carpenter Company, R. Stephenson Company (now
Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick Company), and Spalding & Porter
Company, who commenced the worl without delay,

The next season I resigned as commissioner and William
Holmes was appointed in my place, who continued in charge of
it until work was stopped. The road is now (1876) completed
42 miles, and mearly up to the Kirby-Carpenter Commany's farm,
and is a very good roads In constructing to that point nearly
ten miles in distance is saved compared with the old route.
(NOTE: The 0ld State Road is mow called M-577 in 1940.)

State Bighway Tourist Bureaun at Menominee (1940)
Roads -~ roads — and more roads have been built
until an information bureau is necessarys
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Years before the county was
srganized, surveyors laid out town-
ships and subdivided them inte sesw
tions. Toat part of Menominee County
now known as Cedarville Township '
contains £11 of 36-25 (that is,

Town 36 North of Range 25 West) and
the three fractiomal towns, 36-24,
35-25, ant 35-24. .

CEDAEVILLE TOWNSHIP
What Ve,

As early as September, 1847 a few lines were run by
surveyors in what is now Cedarville Township. The following
July found James H. lMullett, D.S. and his men in the field,
correcting earlier lines and completing the work. The survey
was finiched late in October, 1848 and certified a few weeks
later. The surveyor's field notes of 1848 carry some of his
observations. “

35-25

The notes mention a mill and a dam already established in
Soce 11, The summary for this tovmship sayss "The surface of
this township is level, mostly swamp, interspersed with ridges
of poor, third-rate sandy land. Timbered with aspen, birch,
fir, maple, hemlock, all of small growths Swamps generally
wet. Timbered with tamarack, cedar, spruce, fir, black ash,
etc. Streams rapid with stony bottoms The white pine along
north boundary er near it has been mostly cut off.

In the northwest part of this township the surveyor
mentions "a stream 24 links wide which I crossed five times
in running 750 links." Perhaps it was chilly business in
October to cross a fifteen foot stream five times in working
forward 500 feets

36-25

"This township except swamp is mostly ridges of poor
third rate sandy soil timbered with hemlock, white and yellow

' pine, birch, fir, maple, etc. Some first-rate white pine.along

and near Cedar River. Along the west boundary of this township
the land is much better than along the east boundary."

3624
Wmhe surface of this township is nearly all swamp. Cedar,
tamarack, spruce, fir, aspen, birch, ete. with considerable
fallen timber."”

25/

As the increasing population
required, roads and bridges were
built, school districts were laid
out, and post-offices were establisheda
Villages grew, then waned. Some of
the land along the shore of Green Bay
was set off in parks. ¥No railroad
enters the bounds ef Cedarville
Township.

o
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The First Land Patent

Not long after the land hed been surveyed, the first land
patent was granted. On Seotember 20, 1850 Sylvester Lind was
granted a large tract of land which included the site of the
village of Cedar River as later founded. At that time there
was no Cedarville Township, no Menominee County, and the state
of Micnigan itself wes only 13 years old.

The First Mill

In the article in this book on the Inmberinz Era there will
be found an account of the mill erccted uwpstream on the Cadar
River ani the village of Cedar Forks which grew wp near the
mouth of the Big Cedar. The village was known as Cedar Forks
until abeut 1883 when the name was changed to Cedar River.

Organization

Tae neavy growth of cedar in the vicinity afforded ample
reason for attaching the name Cedar to the river, the village,
and later tao township when it was organized in 1863. As time
went on tae township was pared down from its original state
of the whole eastern half of lenomines County tc its present

size. The las’ loss of territery was when Gourley was separately
set up later in 1920.

Later Hilling Cperations

Following the early mill operations ceme the compeny headed
by Jesse Spalding widch had immense timber holdings in lienominee
and Delta counties. Lemoyne, Hubbard, & Wood took over for a
few years, but about 1876 the Spalding company was back and
continued extesnsive operations wntil finally selling out to the
Crawford Brothers of Forest County, Pennsylvania in 1898, The
Crawfords logged on a large scale until the timber was exhausted
more than twenty years later.

Cedar River

Visiting the little village of Cedar River in 1540, one
finde it hard to believe in the extent of operations and the

R T2

size of the village back in the days waen elmost all of
Menominee County was a wildernesse True, Cedar Forks like
most sawmill towns had few families in proportion to the
whole population as many single men and boys were employed
in the woods and at the mill. The school cannot, therefore,
be taken as an index of population.

Schools

In the year 1B64-65, back in the days of the Civil War,
Hovtert McCullough, director, reported that eight months of
school had been held with an enrollment of 25 children. This
school must have been operated largely on faith as the district
owned no building and its receipts were but $40. This money
was paid the teacher and the $152 still owing was made up
later. TFor 1868-69 the district reported that it had a .
building valued at $80 and was carrying over a balance of $181,

The district scihool census for 1872 gives these names:
Annie and Hargaret McCullough, Bill, 3arah, and Mary Wright,
Agnes, CGeorge, Franle, Alex, and Joseph Jerue, Jane, Abe, Ed,
and Anfrew Nesbitt, 7illizu Armstrong, James Egan, and Mary
Curns Michpel Rooter, Lowis Schall, Jomn IaBelle. Pat McMahn,
and Oyp. Durasette were young men of 18 or 15, In 189596 the
school employed tro teachers. and had su enrcllment of about
65. Since 1925 the number of children in schocl hea decreased
as employment for men fell off, so that only one teacher has
been employeds

The second school in the township was at Fox just north
of Cedar River- This was organized in 1384-85, and apparently
was the first district in Menominee County to have a woman
school officer. Rose Baker was director for several yearse

The third school, District No. 3, was at Jam Dam now in
Gourley Township as were also districts 5 and 7+ In 1899-1%00
the schocl at Devil's Creek, now called Elmerest or District
No. 4 was established, and in 1902-03 District No. 6 had six
months of schools Thig district is the second one north of
Cedar River on the shore, near the present Fox post—cffices
That too has moved northward as years went ons In 1908-09
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the school at Jimtown was opened with Miss Tlsie Gadbois as
teacher.

Ups end Dowas

The wps and downs of Cedar River, its transformation
from wildeiness to an old towvn on ¥-35, the road itself, the
bridge across tae Big Cedar, the cross—country route of the
mail carrier who tock meil from Cedar River to Spalding,
the bustlirg mill and busy harbor, the silence when the
lumbering industry ceased, the burning of many homes, the
razinz of old houses have all occurred in a single iifetime,
an illustre tion of the impermanence of ways of living.
¥iss Aznes Jerue who come to Cedar River in 1B57 as a small
caild nas seen it nll in the 85 years of her life. (20IZ:
iiss Jerue passed away in 1941.)

Like Cedar REiver the settlements north of it have
dwindled urtil Fox now bears no semblance to a village and
evel the schiocl is closed in District Noe 2 for lack of pupils,
The mresent opulation earns a livelihood by fishing and
farming. The article on Devil's Creek, by Miss Ellen Ahlskeg,
tells o similar story.

HISTORY OF DEVIL'S CRIEK

) Tevil's Creszk is a community in Cedarville Towmship
about Iorty miles northeast of Menominee. It wns settled in
1885 for tle purpose of lumbering. Some of the first settlers
were Tom 3clen, Dan and James Deacon, Peter Peterson, Albert
Bngel, Bryen Bartlett, and Frank Strauss.

Zobert Flutchak built the first mill when he saw the
excellent store of timbar at hand. This mill was situnted on
tha N.T. % of the N.E. % of Section 7. There are nc remains
of this mill today. Otaer mills were owned by the Durow
Brothers, Willmot Heath, Frank Strauss and John Donovan and
Sones Donovan's mill was the last one to operate here.

Taere was a very hdavy growti of caedar, hemlock and pine
trees. Most of this timver was owned by Crawford and Son of

1
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Qedar River. Lerge forest fires in 1891 ~né 101C destroysd ‘
most of the standing timber with a heavy loss to the owners,
the mill owners, and settlers.

The largest logging camps were Camo if anc Camp Ne Camp i
was in the S.Be & of the N.W. 3 of Section 19 and Camp N in the
NeZe 2 of S,W. & of Section 3l.

Devills Creek received its neme in tids way. The creelk
was very swift, rocky, crooked, and narivowe Tue
log drivers had such a nard time driving taeir = 4 g
logs down the creek that the men called it LR i o
"Devil's Creeik." o \

This legend, also, has been handed Cown abeout the nane.
One day a teemster broke through the ice on the lasuing with
his sleigh. After many unsuccessful attenpts to got it cut,
he said, "I wish the Devil would come sl teie it ocute" A
stranger came along just then who took .old of toe sleigh and
eagily pushed it out, not saying a worde Ee then went on his
way and no one ever heard of him or saw .iim again. They
never found out where he came from, so the tesmster belisved
he must be the devil, and ever afterwar:. the cresk was called
"Devilts Creek.”

Wnen Zobert Plutchak, Sr. came herz and found several
families with no opportunity for education, he built a schoole
This was in 1900. The original school is still etanding
although many additions and improvements lave been made. Ve
are proud today of our modern schoel wnich has a large concrete
basement with a furnace end ventilating systeme TYe have
electric lights, indcor toilets, a large playground, an
adequate library, a piano and radio.

The school was given the name Elmerest a few years 2gos
It is situated on the crest of a hill ani there are elm and
maple trees forming a background for ite

When the school was built in 1900, there were no dosks,
g0 the children had tc sit on boards set upon blockss There
were only a few books to use for studye Tae first teacher




was Hattie Houle, followed by Louise Berger (Mrs. ¥adeau of
Stephenson) .

The first bridges were only small foot bridges and every
year the swiftly moving waters of the river washed them out,
go many times the children would ride on the logs to school

wihen the men were driving the logs dovmstreame s O
< J> '.‘,:-.‘\
The beavers built a large dam in the < il
river which was destroyed in 1939. They ¢ z?;)ff

built another one about two miles up the """"_n";'-ﬁ‘\‘ "
river, which is quite an attraction today. =4 2z e K
- 7, -~
Frank Strauss, one of the sarliest settlers, drove a \,
team of oxen here from Peshtigo, more than fifty miles away,
in four days. It is believed that he is the only farmer in
the county today who still uses oxen for all of his farm worlk.

Lumbering is, today, a thing of the past. The few
remaining families make their living chiefly by agriculture.
Dairying is the principal industry.

—Fllen Ahlskog (1940)

OLD WEVS OF CEDARVILLE TOUNSHIP

Menominee Democrat 4/24/86 Did you ever ride over 18
miles of corduroy road? From Stephenson to Cedar River there
are not quite 18 miles of that kind of road, but there aras
long stretches of it. After several hairbreadth escapes,
crossing floating bridges, we lowered our shattered constitu—
tion from tho stage in front of the American Houge, Cedar
River, one and only hotel, presided over by good-natured
John Iord + « « a good Lord is better than a good devil
and the people of Cedar River are fortunate in having the
Lord on their side, for he keeps a bang-up good hotel « o

Ceder River is nearly as old as Menominee. Tairty years

ago the place had a sawmill, but it could not compare with the
present admirable outfit which gives work to ncarly 200 men
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and turns out an output of 28,000,000 feet of lumber yearly « ==

Two shingle machines, one a double header, nhave been put in
place. These will have a capacity of 100,000 skizngles a daye
The mill and general superintentency of ell work done in the
lurher business at Cedar River is in the hands of John durphy
« « « who has been with the Spalding Lurber Company 18 years
and hcs been in charge six ysarae

Wrs lurphyshas a handsome three ptory rcsidence on the
Bay Shore « . . back of the house is a deer park in which
are four tame deer.

The company's boarding house is well conducted by Leo
Duffrin end wife. They have accommodations for guite an army
of mena

There is a nice little school building at Cedar River and
a very good schocl presided over by Des Ls Shay who is something
of a lawyer.

Menominee Democrat 5/8/86 The steam barge He Luella
Wor thington, Captain James Traver, arrived in port on the third,
having in tow the barge William Jonese. This steam barge was




purchased by the Spalding Lumber Company last spring and will
ply between this port and Chicago this season, towing the
barges Jones and Wilber alternately. She is a staunch looking
craft, carries 400,000 feet green lumber and will make
Chicago and return every five days. This is an experiment
hitherto untried in these parts, this steamer being the first
to carry a cargo and tew vessels at the same times

Menominee Democrat 8/28/86 (Cedar River. There is a dam
on the Little Cedar about seven miles up from Cedar River.
In September the Spalding Lumber Company expects to have eight
camps running.

liiss Kate Hawley will teach at Cedar River.

Menominee Democrat 5/28/87 Cedar River. Mre. Leo Duffrin
says ne has 130 boarders at the boarding house at present and
expects 30 more within a few days.

i i 9/29/88 (Cedar River. There is in -
this little burg a district where typhoid fever has prevailed
to a greater or less extent among its inhabitants during the
summer and at the present time there are no less than ten sick
with the disease.
with i1t . . « At the present writing there are six men
one 10 x 12 room, all sick with the fever.
typhoid fever is contagious.

inl
Some say that {

Others say not. i
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Cedar River. The Catholic Bishop was here last Sunday.
He consecrated the Catholic church and christened the bell.
Mr. & lrs. Charles Cholso stood as sponsors for the bell. The

church was beautifully decorated with natural and artificial
flowers.

Menominee Democrat 6/14/90 (edar River.
night this place was visited by the most severe storm in the
memoTry of the oldest inhabitant. The wind amounted almost to
a cyclone, and was accompanied by hail, rain, and thunder and
lightning. The sky seemed to be one sheet of flame. Rain
fell in torrents. Boards and slabs went kiting through the
air, and even three inch planks were playthings for the wind.

Last Wednesday

The wonder is that they are not all stricken! ‘I.k
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nes Dermocrat 2/7/91 Cedar River. If Uncle Sam
only kmew how the wool was drawn over his cyes he would look

& little more carefully into scme appronrintions. Take Cedar
River, for instance. During the past four yeers, $138,000 has
been spent in and around the harbor there for dredging, piers,
light house, etc., and yet not a vessel is nllowed to tie up
at any dock or pier but must anchor out in the bay unless the
lord and ruler of these parts,—Hon. Jesse Spalding issues his
ukase of permission.

Menominee Herald 4/23/96 Cedar River. Spalding Lumber
Cos is moking extensive improvements at Codar FEiver. A con~
tract has been let to deepen one side of tie river and build
considerable new dock.

Menonminee Herald 10/29/98 Cedar River. The tug pilot of
Cedar River which put out in the big storm this week came very
near losing her fireman. He was washed into the scuppers and
was partly overboard when grabbed by the sugineer with a boat
hook.

Menominee Herald 56/8/99 Cedar River., The sawmill at

\\Cadar River operated for the first time tiis senson, will saw
‘logs of Spalding Immber Co. until July 1l

" Menonminee Herald 7/17/99 Cedar River. Sarmel Crawford of
Cedar Hiver says the work of building a lozging road from

Cedar River to Spalding will be begun soon. It will not be

' imperative to complete the road this fall cs most of the tim-

ber is near Cedar River and can be hauled by teams with
facility.

Menominee Herald 3/5/04 Forty-four yesrs ago todays
(March 5, 1860) Hon. Isaac Stenhenson of iMarinette, his
brother Hons Se M« Stephenson of Menominee, and their wives
and two men with supply teams had a narrow escape from being
carried out on an ice floe off Cedar River, and for some
time were thought te be lost.

ir. Stephenson and his brother drove wp to Cedar River
on a business trip. They were accompanied by their wivess
In going into Cedar River thers was a erack two feet wide




which Mr. Stephenson forced the horses to jump. They had just
got ashore and were unhitching the team when a big storm blew
up. A few minutes after they heard a great shout from a crowd
near the mill stating that the ice was going oute

Impelled by the wind the big field of ice was rapidly
moving out toward the lake. Out on the ice were Issac Gagnon
and a man named Hamilton with supply teams. They soon realized
their predicament. FPeople on shore were powerless to go to
their assistance as there were no boats that could be used.
They were soon seen to unharmess the horses and allow the
enimals to go free. The horses were never seen afterward.

The men then set about to secure their own safetye. The
floe had in the meantime broken up and it seemed like almost
certain death for thems

The crowd ashore watched them until night felle The next
morning they could not be seens Several weeks later it was
learned that they had mansged to float on ice until it had
drifted up against Washington Island. Here they were taken
in by fishermen and later made their way over to the mainland
of Door county, and then down to Sturgeon Bay, finally re turn~
ing homee Gagnon came back on the ice, but Hamilton did not
return until he could get a boat in the spring.

S« M. and Isaac Stephenson and their wives had a narrow
escape for had they been on the ice ten minutes longer, they
too would have been carried out.

Menominee Herald 3/18/04 Jesse Spalding, one of the
best~known Chicago capitalists died in that city Thursday « «
He was one of the builders of the Sturgeon Bay canal. He come
here in the early sixties and for years was interested in the
Spalding Iumber company at Cedar River, at Spalding, and had
interests in Marinette . . . He leaves a fortune estimated
at $10,000,000 to $15,000,000.

So passes one of the interesting figures of lumbering
days.

Menominee Herald 10/13/05 (Cedgr River The steamer
R.J. Hackett owned and sailed by Captain H.C. McCallum was
totally destroyed by fire nsar the Whalebaclk Reef about ten
miles east of Cedar River. The Hackett was bound from Cleveland
to the twin cities with 1250 tons of soft coals No one was hurt
but Second Engineer, George Schroeder, overcome by smoke, and
Capt. McCallum fell into the fire hold against a grindstone
and was considerably battered. The crew saved their personal
belongings, but the ceptain lost all his. The thirteen men in
two little yewls tossed about in the heavy seas three quarters
of an hour until finally picked up by the fish tug, Stuart
Edward from Washington Island.

The Hackett was 211 feet in length and was rated at 1129
tons burden. She was built in Cleveland in 1869.

Menominee Herald 3/19/06 Gourley Gourley is one of the
youngest villages in the county. It has but recently appeared
on the maps A railroad has been built in from Wilson by the
Ce & NoWe Ry., which will be extended fartier south to Devil's
Creek this winter. The mill has all modern equipment including

an electric lighting plant which ‘also lights up the village
and private residences,

Menominee Herald 3/22/06 Devil's Creck Peter Peterson,
now supervisor of Cedarville township, was one of the first
settlers in this section. He was closely followed by Dan
Deacon, the late Alex Durow and others, who took up homesteads,
cleared up ferms and built roads.

In former times the creek was famous for its abundance of
brook trout but constant fishing and the absence of fish chutes
in the dams has caused the fish to disappear from Devil's Creelts

The woods were some of the best hunting grounds in the
county but the deer became here as well as elsewhere more and
more scarce every yeara

In the southern part of this district we find some of the
largest blueberry marshes in the county and the latter part of




12/16/05

« « According to the legend of Whaleback Shoal or
Reef that lies in Green Bay about ten miles east of Cedar
River « « « in the remote deys before the white conquercrs
trespassed upon the peace and guiet of Indian supremacy along
the shores of the lakes, a terrible monster inhabited the
waters of Creen Bay and wrought havoc among the fish that
were the nrincipal means of subsistence for the Indianss

The creature was of immense size and ferocity, apparently
sowevwnat resembling a huge whale . . .+ The ravages of the
monster continued until most of the fish were killed or driven
out of the bay and the Indians were in dire straite for food.

At length the Indians in despair determined toc invoke the
aid of + . « Manibus who dwelt at the head waters of the
Menominee Fiver in a cave in the rock with a large cedar tres
growing across the entrance. ianibus was famed as a sort of
demigod possessing supernatural powers.

Accorcingly a delegation was sent up the river and
persuaded the great Manibus to come to the aid of the distressed
meodle. As he descended the river the whole tribe of the
Menominees went out in a body to welcome him, the meeting
taldog place at the spot now known as Chappie Rapids.

Manibrs was famed far and wide for his great power but

some in the tribe were skepticals Displeased by this, Manibus
determined to demonstrate his great power.

There was a little lake on the Menominee side of the river
about sixty rods above the present location of the lower dam
and two rods from the stream. This little lake was very deep,
but had no connection with the river. When the river was at
low water mark, the level of the little lake remained unchanged.
0ld settlers tell c¢f having seen the lake level seven feet
above that of the river.

Manibus went t6 a point above tho rapids beyond the upper
dam and dived into the river, coming wp in the lske a mile and
a half awaye This feat convinced the most doubtful of the
tribes The little jlake still exists on the bank of the river,
but is mow covered by the high water back of the dame

After his demonstration Manibus descended the bay shore
end sallied out to conquer the monster of the lake. There was
a terrible encounter, the combatants struggling all over the
bay and lashing the water into greater fury than was ever caused

by a storm. The awe-struck people stood in breathless silence
on the shore.

At length after a long and desperate struggle, Manibus
was victorious, striking the monster his death blowe As its
struggles ceased the huge body sank to the bottom of the bay
at the spct where now is found the Whaleback Reefe This reef
according to legend is in reality the body of the great monster
turned to stone. The shape is plainly visibles

After his great victory Manibus returned to his mysterious

home taling with him the gratitude of the whole Menominee
tribe.

|




July and the first of August, hundreds of people can be seen
picking the immense crop of berries that annually grow upon
these marshes.

There are several gawmills in the Devil's Creek countrye

Robert Plutchak owns quite a large sawmill on the banks of the
creek, Frank Strauss has a smaller one near the banks of the
Big Cedar river snd the Heath & Donovan mills are in the
southern end of the districte

Mencminee Herald Lesder 5/19/06 Forest fires are raging
Durow's sawmill east of Daggett and near Devil's Creek was

complately destroyed, also the homes of six or seven farmerse

Menominee Herold Leader 7f9/06 Headlines. John
Poplinsky, 18, a Polish woodsman, fatally shot George Barrett,
a camp cook for S. Crowford & Sons, Saturday afterncon at
Cednr Riveras

Menorines Herald-Lepder 8/16/07 The body of Frank
Hayward who mysteriously disappeared six weeks BZ0 vas found
by Williem Hanf, foreman of Camp A, beside an old logging
road two miles west of Cedar Rivers Searching parties for
weeks have tried to discover what happened to lre. Hayward
but without avail. A $500 reward was offered by Attornsy
Harry Hayward of New York, a brother of the dead mane

Menominee Herald-Leader 9/27/07 Three hundred employees
of the Crawford & Son's mill at Cedar River have been thrown
out of employment for four days through the deliberate work
of unlmovm miscreants who entered the mill Saturday night,
unlmown to the watchmen, and slashed three of the big belts
in a dozen places.

Menominee Herald-Leader 4/22/08 Peter Peterson, for

many years supervisor of Cedarville township, was found dead
at his home near Stephenson yesterday . . = He was born
in Denmark in 1852, For a number of years he was a master
seamen and visited many foreign countries. For a time he

Going After Blusberries

lived in India; also, he roised sheep in Argemtina. In 1880
he come to Menominee county and settled in Cedarville townshipe

ucnominee Herald-Leader 6/25/08 Unlmown men, believed
to be the sene pmersons who robbed three Daggett buildings
Tuosday, broke into the Catholic church at Cedar River.
¥onday nigat, danaged alter decorations, ripped open the
tabsrracle, scattered candles and flowers all over the floor,
and gecurad notning.
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DAGGETT TOWNSHIP

Although Daggett Township
contains 36 sections of land, it
is made up of parts of four differ-
ent towns. It embraces the $3 of
36-26, the SBF of 36-27, the north
tier of sections of 35-26 and
Sections 1,2,3, of 35-27.

. i \

The village of Daggett is in
the towmship. Its post-office
gerves not only Daggett Township
but also parts of adjoining town-
ships. The Chicago and Northwestern
Bailroad and Highway US 41 both
cross the towmshipe .

t Ts

Tovm 35-26 was laid out in 1848,
but the other towns were not divided
into sections until 1852. Surveyors!
field notes give some idea of the land
as it appeared nearly a century ago.

36-26

M"The surface of this townshin is
by no means hilly. The larger portion
of this town consists of cedar, tamarack,
and spruce swamp." On the ridges,
Mtimber hemloclk, sugar, black ash, beech,
fir, etce The streams are small and
not numerous."

36-27

"This townsghip contains far more
swvamp than dry land. The dry land is
slightly rolling « « « much of it has
a good sand and gravelly soil and is
timbered with hemlock, beech, sugar,
etce Pine is generally too scattering
to be very veluable. ILittle Cedar
River is the principal stream."

3526

"Ridges are timbered with beech,
sugar, ironwood, elm, eotc.” !

"Swamps are rather wet, timbered
with cedar, tamarack, spruce, black
ash, elm, birch, fir, and alder."

An east and west trail is mentioned
as crossing the line between sections
4 and 5, about an eighth of a mile
north of the south lines of the sections.
One landmark noted was a hemlock 36 inches
in diameter also on the line between
sections 4 and 5. 2

259

Dpggett was founded for the purpose of
lumbering, and sevaral savmills were built
on the east side of the village. They are
all gone now, but there are rocks remaining
to show where the fire room of tae lumber
mill stood. Juet to the north of it stood
the planing mill, but nothing remains of
it now except some iron scraps partly
covered by sawdust, weeds and grass. A
shingle mill was run in connection with the

lumber mill. Halfvay between the Northwestern

Railway tracks and the new U.S.-41 stood
& post mill ovned by Paul Perrizec, Sr.

(Yote: G. W. Bush's saw and shingle

mill did a thriving business in the eightiess

It burned in 1887. Other names connected
with logging days were Bussell & Vincent,
Wilson & Yestman, TJeng & Son.)

Among the earliest comers were Mr.
John Johnson, father of Mrs. Nele Linderoth
and F. D. Crane, also, Tnomas Faulkner who
in 1874 took charge of a farm at Section 25
for Holmes & Son, lumbermen. (Note: 1In
1876 lr. Faullmer married Clara Daggett who
nad come from her home in Elmira, New York
to visit a brother in Marinette. After the
wedding they went to live at Section 25.)
Mrs. Faulkner kept the first post-office in
her kitchen, and as the village had no neme

it was called Daggett in honor of her father.

The post-office was later housed in
herrizo & Sons store, then in L.E. Weng &
Sons store and in John Dunhem's store and

later in a building erected for Dr. Landsboroughs

The first hotel keeger was ir. Berry, later
the hotel was operated by Charles Wurtzel.
Dr. Eliet was the first shysician to have



an office at Daggett.

In the beginning the village consisted of a few smoky
shanties and a store which was about a quarter of a mile
south from where the depot now stands. The store was kept by
C. A. Brown., The village was a flag stop along the Chicago
Northwestern line and was called simply Section 25 because
it was twenty-five miles from Menominee. Not until 1883 did
Daggett become a regular stop. At that time a depot was
erected and Mr. Oakes became station agent.

Tne Newbauer store was one of the earliest, but it was
destroyed by fire, and replaced by the Perrizo & Sons' store.
In time this too burned along with the local theatre. A new
store and home combined was erected by A. J. Lesperance and
a theatre by E. Plutchak.

Daggett now has four stores, creamery, post-cffice,
blacksmith shop, two restaurants, drug store, theatre,
barber shep, beauty parlor, depot, funeral home, congolidated
school, three churches, village hall, two garages, three
service stations, two large feed and potato warechouses,
and many residences.

Wnen the first farms near Daggett were started in the
seventies the main crops were hay, cabbage, potatoes, turnips,
and other root crops to supply local needs. Before many years
agriculture surpassed lumbering in importances This is not
a fruit growing section, but apples do well. Practically
every farmer has a few trees, alsc a few plums and cherries
are grown for home use. Of the small fruits strawberries
and raspberries are the most important. Wild raspberries and
blueberries are picked for home use.

Dairying is perhaps the chief industry in Daggett Town=
siip. Most of the farmers milk from five to fifteen cows
and sell millkk to one of the three local factorics. These
factories are situated in parts of the township near the
dairy farms. Surrounding towns have factories also. Our
village factory manufactures butter, cheese, and casein.
Trucks bring in milk from the dairy farms every day, then

dairy products are shipped and trucked awaye

Hay crops have become vastly important because of the
dairying industry. The short growing season is suited mainly
to the raising of hay crops. The level stretches of land are
used for hay fields and the steeper slopes are useful for
grazing. The rivers, creeks, and lakes help to supply water for
the stock. Practically every farmer owns a dairy barn and a
silo. Corn is the principal silage crope The climate, land
forms, soils, natural vegetation, drainage, and water supply
help make dairying profitable.

There are many services, social, religious and recreational
activities in the village and townshine Among them are the
Daggett Progressive Club, the Town Band, the WePeAe Recreation
and Handicraft Unit, the Girl Scout Troop, the Women's Extension
Group, various clubs connected with church organizations, the
Ladies! Aid and Sanctuary Society.

—Ellen Ahlskog.(1940)

Logzing at present congsists of cutting cedar posts, ties,
and excelsior materials whicH are shipped to Green Bay and
elsewhere. In the fall months spruce and balsam, called brush,
are cut and tied in twenty pound bundles and trucked to Chicago
vhere it is used for lining graves in cemeteriess

In late October, November, and early December, spruce and
balsam trees are cut and tied so as not to break the branches

and to conserve space, then trucied to Chicago where they are
sold as Christmas trees.

~—E. Ls Champion (1940)

The village of Daggett was incorporated in 1902 while gtill
a part of Stephenson Townshipe The township of Daggett was
authorized to form a separate organization June 17, 1920, and
the organization tock place in the next fow monthse The separation
of the schools appears complete in 1921-22,




In 1880 a subscription school was maintained for four
months in a small log building at Daggett. Twenty-six children
attended this firgt school out of a census count of 35.
Daggett was District No. 3 of Stephenson Townshipe

By 1882z-83 a frame building had been acquired and school
was maintained for eight months. In 1887 the children counted
on the census worel2l. That year there were 106 children en-
rolled in tte one teacher schools For teaching ten months the
teacher was paid $350.

¥r. Joseph Rubens and Miss Florence 0'Domnell, teachers
for the year 1893-4 reported an enrcllment of 135. E.F. Pierce
wes principel in 1894-5 and Miss 0'Donnell continued to teach
in tae primery room. Attendance ran high. In the following
year iliss @rma Andrews had 92 pupils enrolled in the first
three gradss. Also for the first time there is listed No. 10,
Stephenson Townshin which apvears to have been the Corby or
Cedar Grove Schocle Miss Nella Whitehead was the teachers

In 19¢6-99 Stephenson reported District Fo. 13, later
No. 4 of Daszett Township, called Bruno. ifiss Marion White was
the first teacher, continuing for two years. In 1902-3 District
No. 15, or Maple Grove, was listed with Miss Jennie Gordon as
teacher and a few years later Durow School was added as Ho. 18
of Stepnenson Township. Tessmer School was established about
the time the township was divided. -

In the year 1898-99 when Leroy Bentley was nrincipal the
ninth grade was added. By 1921-22 under the new township
organization the high school was still small. Barl Campbell,
the superintendent, had 40 pupils enrolled in grades 9-12 but
more than one-fourth of these dropped out before the year sas
over. There were only four graduates. Twenty-eight pupils
were enrelled in grades 7-8 in the village and others in out—
lying schools.

One by one outlying schools have been closed while the
village scnool set on the hill has been enlargeds

—-0fficial Records
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. , are depending on their daily work for a living we think tnip

OLD NEWS OF DAGGETT

Menominee Herald 1/22/85  Some six weeks ago Chas. C. Johnson
of Daggett was out hunting for deer and remaining till

twilight he heard, as he sunposed, a deer in the bushes near
him. Failing to get a good aim he made a random shot when

he found to his horror that he had shot his neighbor August
Bottom, making a serious wound in the fleshy part of his leg.
As Mr. Bottom had nerve and Mr. Johnson had muscle the wounded
man was put in the place of a sack of flour upon his own hand-
sled and Johnson drew him to his home.

Mr. Jonnson then offered to pay the doctor's bill .
and some cash expenses and to work for Mr. Bottom while he
was disableds This offer was accepted and for a month
Mr. Johnson got out cedar for Mr. Bottom and then paid $75
cash expenses. Mr. Bottom was at the end of the month able *
to work again. As both of these men have families and both J

sett]amnt honorable and commendable.

(2, Menominee Herald 2/21/87 The George W. Bush mill hu:-ned.
to the ground Monday, loss $15,000. Tne fire is supposed t?}
have started in the packing house where the watchman was

getting up steam for the day's work. iir. Bush was married
“the same morning.

lenominge Democrat 10/22/87 fTae first lot of eggs ever
shipped to market from this station was one barrel to Marinette
during the week. ILarge quantities of potatoes are being
Bhi_'bped daily.

Menomince Democrat 9/29/88  Tom Faulkmer is exhibiting
some huge potatoes that he raised on his farm. The average

weight ig 11 1bs. It is only e sample of what can be raiged
on the prolific soil of this county.

Meneminee Damocrat 7/29/93 The Westman Mfg, Co. are
doing a good business, they keep a fine assortment of lumber
and shingles. (This mill was wrocked by a cyclone a few
days later, as reported by the paper of B/10/93.)

b2




Faithorn Township lies north of the
base line and west of the meridian. It
is made up of the NV} of T.37-.27, about
the neor*h half of ¥r. Te 37-28 and all
of fractional towns 38-28 and 3B8-23. Towns
ong ths Triver were surveyed in 1848-49.

FAITHORY TOWMSEY2

What Zorly Swrvoynrs Sow

Fai thorn Township owes its shape
to the meanderings of the Menominee
River and much of its scenery to the
river and the huge rock formations
near. Fractional Town 38-29 is in
two fragments, separated from each
other by miles. Early surveyors
spent considerable time clambering up
and down over ledges and broken rocks
as their notes show.

37-27
UThe surface of this township
is hilly and rolling soil, third rate

sandy soils"

37-28
“"The surface of this township is

hilly and rolling e« « « The north
tier of sections is timbered with
good wioite and yellow pine, hemlock,
beech, ‘sugar, birch, elm, ironwood,
etc. Streams rapid with sandy and
muddy bottoms."

38-28

"The surface of this townshis is
hilly end rolling; soil second and
third rate. Timbered with beech,
birch, sugar, hemlock, ironwood, elm,
lynn, maple, fir, white and yellow
pinﬂ, elcCe

"In swamps cedar, tamarack, black
ash, beech, alder, maple, etc. Streams
rapid with sandy bottoms. Variation
(of the needle) is uniform except at
the cormer of sections 7,8,17, and 18

763

where there are leodges of trap rock
ané granlle. Some good vhite pine
in the norehwest corner of the
townshi> ¥

A pumber of times the surveyor
mentions broken rock also a perpen-
dicular ledgs of reck 50 +n 60 feat
high, described as ruiniug SR zad
NNE. Also he speaks ~f the ranids
in the river, an isipnd, and of the
stream being about 5 chains (330 Feet)

" wide, He also says thot ir running

the line north betwsen sections 27
and 28, shortly before reachins the
corner of sections 21, 72, ¥7, ani
28 he ascended a sunmit aboab O3 feed
high and csme wpon er old irail
Tunning east and west; whach entsred
an old sugax crchard. Iua seclions
32 and 323 is a lake, now calied
Merryman Lake.

33-29

North part: "Land high, broken
and rocky. Timbered with white and
yellow pine, aspen, beech, maple,
fir, etcs Grey granite rock."

South part. Perpendicular ledge
of rock 40 feet high, running SE and
NW. Variation of needle from 43 to
8 degrees east. Islands in the river,
rapids, and rocks. Windfall grown up
with briers, etc.




Early Farms

(From E. S§. Ingalls' 1876 Centennial History)

"In 1866 the Hamilton & Merryman Company commenced
clearing a farm 56 miles up the river with a view to supplying
their logging camps and thus save expense of transporting hay
and root crops. Their principal crop has been hay, oats,
potatoes, and other roots. The company now has 120 acres
cleared.

"Adjoining the Hamilton & Merryman Company's farm, the
Kirby-Carpenter Company has a farm with 230 acres cleared.
Tae crops wera hay, pctatoes, turnips, cebbage, and a small
amount of wialer wheet as an experiment. Thomas iurray has
charge of tne farm.

"Aboul one mile from these farms the H. Witbeck Company
has a farm which was commenced in 1866 and now has 200 acres
cleared. The crop last year (1875) was 140 tons hay worth
at the ferw 320 per ton, 1,500 bushels potatoes worth 25¢ per
bushel. The oat crop was cut for hay.

"Adjoining this form the Ludingion, Wells, & ¥en Schaick
Company has a farm with 100 acres cleared . . .

"All crops on these farms have a greater value than they
would have in the village of Menominee for they save trans—
portation of produnts a great distance. The farms are also
used as stopping places for the men and teams going to and
returning from the logging cemps in winter."

HISTORY OF FAITHORN TOWNSHIP (1940)

The first settlement in what is now Faithorn Township
consisted of four lumber company farms. Taese farms, or
companies, were the Fence River, Kirby Carpeunter Company,
Ludington, Wells, & Van Schaick, and the Hamilton, Merryman
farms on the 0ld State or River Road.

"'44 The purpose of these farms was to care for
s bt =

the stock, consisting of oxen, mules, and horses.
A e Oxen were by far the most numernus. These
animals were used in the logging camwms. Crops grown on the
farms were used to feed the animals, also some were for the
men in the camps. Other supplies were hauled from Menominee
by suoply teams. Almost everything came in barrel lots.

John Dunn was the head of the Fence River farm; Thomas
Murray of the Kirby-Carpenier; John Woods of the Hamilton
Merryman; vhile Peter LeCroix managed the Iudington, Wells,
& Van Scnaick faim.

On the old L. W. & V8, ferm Alex LeGrave is now living.
Keating & EKeating of hatertown own tine H.M. farme Albert
Brandt ovms the K.C. farm, and the Fence Eiver farm is now
owned by James Kelly. Many of the old duildings are still
standing on thnese iarms.

About 1878 Mr. George Harter moved in. With the help of
Mr. Saxton of Waucedah a post-office was established, called
Pembina. It was located at the farm now owned by Clarence
LeGrave. The mail was brought from Waucedah twice a week by
Clarence Herter.

The first schwoliouse was a log builcimg
which is still standing on the George Reid
nlace. It was the first place used for
voting.

R (NOTE: This building was used for
% < school in the year 1880-8l when eignt months
of school were maintained for ten children.
In early days Menominee Township embraced all the western part
of the county, and this school at Pembina was organized as
District No. 5§ of Menominee Township. Preliminary plans for
the organization of Holmés Township were made as early as 1877
but not commleted until ten years later vhen Faithorn Township
and a part of the present Meyer Township formed a part of the
newHolmes Township. It was not until August 21, 1919 that
Eil‘ni]mthorx)l Tovmship was set aside as a township distinct from
olmes.




In 1887 the Soo line Railroad (Minneapolis, St Paul,
and Sault Ste. Marie) was built through. The mail was then
brought in by train instead of being carried from Waucedah.

In 1894 the Wisconsin, Michigan Railroad was built into
the village. While the railroad was being built the Harter
Hotel and the Junction House were built where Faithorn now
stands, to accommodate the railroad men and loggers.

Shortly after this, the first sawmill was built near the
hotels by Charles Johnson. Mr. George Harter later purchased
it. The store near the river was moved close to the Harter
Hotel, and enlarged a few years later. During this time a
settlenent zrew up around the present town of Faithorm, which
was nemed Faithorn for J. Nathan Faithorn, an official of the
Wisconsin & Michigen Railrond. Activities thereafter centered
around Faithorn instead of the earlier settlement of Pembina.

(NOTE: 1In early news items the village is designated as
the Menominee Eiver Junction. The village itself was platted
as Harter, but Decame Faitnorn instead.)

About this time a teacher's school year was divided,
and she taught half the yesr in the school building near the
present 3randt school and the other half near Faithorn.

A new school was built at Faithorn in 1897. It is now
the nresent town hall. About the same time a new building
was put up on the Brandt farm. This school is still in use.

In 1887 the Pemene Dom was built about five miles below
the present railroad bridge at Faitnorn. It was built to back
water for the lumber drives so ag to force the logs over the
rapids below.

In the early years traveling missionaries neld religious
services at the schoolhouses. In 1909 under the guidance of
Bishop Frederick Eis land was secured as a site for a Catholic
church which was erected within a year. As early as 1906
steps had been taken in Methodist organization. At lemgth in
1920 a reorganization was made and land secured for a new
Methodist ehurch which was dedicated in 1921.

Some of the old settlers still living at Faitaorn (1940)
are Mr. & Mrss Albert Brandt who moved aere 56 years ngoe
They are the oldest residents. Mrs. Grace Salzeider who was
a teacher in the first little log schoolhouse is still here.
Other old residents are Mra. Richard Uncderwood, Mr. Patrick
Hayes, Mr. and Mrs. 'Andrew Kelly, Mr. Theron Knapp, Mr. and
Mrs. W. A. Garrison, and Mr. John Pivonkas

Before the village scnool was built at Faithorn there was
a little schocl called the Mullins school built between
Faithorn and Hermansville. It is no longer standing.

Clarence Harter of Faithorn was sujervisor of Holmes
Tewnshin for a number of years. After the re-organization of
the townships effected in 120, WalGer Zrandit became the first
supervisor of Faithorn' Tovmshin.

During the past twenty-five years tie sawmill has been
torn down, the Junction House remocved, the first Harter store
building burned, and the Wisconsin-Miciiigan railroad removed.
A telepuone line has been extended to Taithorn, and an electric
ligiat line put through.

—=liritten by Vivien Hayes, Mary Curren, and Frank Lepins

Sources of Information:
lrs. Grace Salzeider
Patrick Hayes
Albert Brandt
Mrs. Albert Brandt
Official Records

Clarence Harter

We A. Garrison

Mrg. Albina Sherman
Charles Curran

OLD NEWS OF FAITHORN TOTISHIP

kenominee Democrat 6/19/86 Pembina. Miss Grace Clark
has charge of our school. She can meite the young shavers come
to time. Grace is a fine young lady and smong her many
accomplisiments she can drive a span of mules as good as any
man. (Mrs. Grace Salzeider, 1940)




Menominee Democrat 6/19/86 Pembina. At H. Witbeck's
farmg they have 200 apple trees-in full bloom. Frank
McCamley is foreman of the farm while his wife attends to
hash and ﬂo’u.ghmlts.

The K. C. Company's farm' can boast of the finest
locking cats around.

William Holmes was up here with the river drivers to
break the jams at Long Island and White Rapids.

Menominee Democrat 10/30/86 Pembina. Surveyors are
running a line for the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Sault Ste.
Marie R.R. one and one-fourth miles north of here.

Menominee Democrat 1/29/87 Pembina. We are building a
dam across the Menominee River four miles southeast of
Pembina. Our camp is the lower one owned by the Boom Company.
Sam A. Windsor is the efficient foreman.

Menominee Democrat 5/28/87 Pembina. The whole country
hereabouts is on fire and we haven't seen the sun for a week.
The road between here apd Waucedah was on fire so that no teams
could get through. The Bault Ste. Marie Railway folks are
grading between here and Hermansville.

Menominee Herald 6/30/87 Pembina. A dozen or moTe
Italiang arrived from Chicago by water Monday morning, bound
for Pembinae

Menominee Democrat 11/19/87 Pembina. New bridge over
Menominse River at Pembina hae been finished. The new railroad
is practically complete through Hermansgville as far as Gladstone.
Trains will run regularly about January l.

Menowinee Democrat 6/16/88 Pembina. On the evening of
June 30, between eight and nine o'clock on the Soo road a
terrible accident occurred one-half mile east of the Henominee
River Junction. The freight train ran into a drove of about
40 oxen owned by H. Witbeck & Company, killing seven of the
oxen and injuring several more. Tne locomotive was ditcied

™
A

and smashed, also five box cars. Ome of the brakemen was
injured in jumping off, the rest of the crew fortunately
escaped . . o The track was torn wy about 50 feete

Menominee.Democrat 7/10/90 Pembina. The Fourth of
July passed quietly. The mosquito band appeared very early,
and the bumblebee was here with his lazy drum,

lenominee Democrat 2/7/91 Pembina. A party of local
men had a bear mnt. They followed a hole in the ground and
worked hard for about half a days. Waen they came close to
the animal's hiding place, a little striped animal came ocute.
How the party did scatterl When they reached home, the ladies
took brooms to the brave hunters. Some had to live in the
barn for days to dispel the perfume.

Wistrand & Johnson have 20-35 men in their cedar camps.
Martin Hayes has a crew of 10 men. Cook Brose have a camp on
the Soo line. Frank Ton is logging for Hamilton & Merryman Coa

Menominee Democrat 11/9/95 Faithorn., The Fence River
Logging Company will have a camp here and put 6,000,000 feet
of pine into the Menominee Eiver this secson. George Harter
and son will put in some pine and cedar this winter, employing
12 men.

Henominee “erpld  5/4/1900 Forest fires extend along
the river on both sides for a distance of a hundred milese.
Hermansville was threatened Wednesdey eveninges One of the
camps of the Wisconsin Land and Lumber Coe. with some logs was
burneds A big crew was employed digging ditches and carrying
water. Only the hardest work saved Faithorn Junction, Pembina,
and Fisher (Koss) from being burned. Several thousand dollars
worth of cedar stock at White Rapids belonging to the Re We
Merryman Company, was destroyed by fire« It was lying omn the
bank of tie rivers In places the logs in the river were
actually on fire. There is fire everywhere and the flames
are spreading. No such fire has raged since that of 187l.

Menominee Herald 9/23/05
near Faithorn burned Thursday.

Nadeaa Bros. mill at Brooks

_
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Town 37 North of
Range 25 dests

Gourley Tovmship is
the only towmship in
Menominee County which
includes exactly one
surveyor's township.

Schools and Roadse.
Gourley Towmship has
no villages and no
railroads. MNail comes
in ocn rural routes
from Carney and
'1130no

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP
Mhat 3mly Qurveyoig Sew

In August, 1847, surveyors began to lay
out the town now called Gourley Township.
Little was done then and the work ceased in
October. Surveyors spent a little more time
in the field the following summer and again
dropped the work unfinighed. After a long
interim the survey was resumed in August,
1852 and finished in September, although
the sworn statement of its completion was
not made until July 12, 1853 by George 0.
Adair of Macomb County, the laet deputy
surveyor on the jobe

In his general description of the town-
ship he wrote: "The surface of this township
is mostly level. The soil is sandy and
sandy loam with limestone rock bottom.

Cedar River runs through this towmship. It
is about 150 liuks (99 ft.) wide, and rapid,
with low banlt and gandgtons bottom. The
timber c¢n dry land is hemloclt, sugar, yellow
birch, wnite pine, lynn (basswood), cedar,
etc. In swomps, cedar, tamarack, spruce,
black ash, etc. Tiere are some ridges
running through this township . . . almost
invariably northeast and southwest. They
vary from 10 to 70 or B0 feet in height.

The streams are lively. There is some white
pine in the township."

One white pine mentioned in the surveyor's
landmarks is described as 50 inches in diameters
Other ftrees similarly noted are "sugar maple
18 inches in diameter," "yellow birch 24
inches in diameter," "omlock 30 inches in
diameter,” cedar 18 inches, tamarack 16 inches,
and ironwood 10 inches in diameter.

A catastrophic storm appears to have
struck in the southeast part of the township
gsome years prior to the coming of the
gurveyor for after setting the SE cormer
post of the township James H. Mullett, D.S.
noted "ouch fallen timber in that locality®
and at other times referred to "the wind-
£all" and in one instance wrote, "Timber
mostly fallen, some scattering hemlock and
sugar standing, thick undergrowth of briers,
vines, small hemlock and cedar."

From March 19, 1863 until December 17,
1920 the land now in Gourley Township was a
part of Cedarville Township. At the latter
date Gourley was set aside as a separate
township, deriving its name from the settle-
ment of Gourley, which carried the name of
its founder Arthur Gourlay.

GOURLEY TOWNSHIP--ITS PAST AND PRESENT
By Mrs. Flossie LaCount

« Big logging camps that housed from 50
to 75 men were built in Gourley by the Spalding
Lumber Company and later sold to the Crawford
Company. Camp "J" was on the bank of the
Big Cedar River on the place now owned by
Louks Mack, Jre and Camp "I" was up on the
Ray Wery place. It burned and was rebuilt
near the Zvrard place.

Timber was cheap at one time, big sound




knot-free logs were worth only four dollars per thousand

landed on the river bank, where delivery was made. A dam was
built om the river down at old camp "B" in Cedarville Township
to maike it nossible to drive the logs down river each spring.

One s-Ting during the annual spring drive an old Indian
was set to watch the logs where a sharp bend in the river
always ceused the logs to nile up in such a way as to make a
big jam. 7The logs started to come down river, anc true to the
tradition of the stream started to pile w. The Indian sel
out on a run down the road to where some river drivers were,
crying out, "Jam — Daml Jam — Dem# Hence this bridge,
and this 1little community at the northeast corner of the
townshis heve from that time forth been called Jam Dam.

A zay sentinel still stands guard at this
picturesgue spot. His home swinging aloft from the
topmost brench of a big water elm, the Baltimore
oriole witr his mate may be seen by the cbservant
passerby. <

soring of 1913 end two months remaining of the term were
taught in ¢ little house on what is now the Peter Wojakowski
place. A new schioolhouse of frame construction was built
across from the old one in the summer of 1913, and school was
omened in the new schoolhouse in the fall.

Kaay of the people in this commmunity were of Belgian er
French narentage and nearly every boy and girl learned how to
skate on tre old cut-off, as it was usually called, back of
the schooltouse. The cut~off was a deep hollow wiere the
water from the river backed up. Hany an adventurous lad has
taken a ducking here for going skating when ice was too thin.

1
Hany cf the people of Belgian and French parentsge in ... -)_

this commurity were Seventh Day Adventists and in the year ;.'(T"T‘*,-;;J,
1905 built a caurch et the corner, and in the back part of - - G -
the church made a schoolroom. Emil Baurain, Peter Wery and
Antone Lanaville were some of the men to Hut much thought and
labor into the construction of this small church. This church

LEF

—~fook some tnought of the fact that the Otradovec hill, one of

’P r _,/ - lass has received some big thrills and some big spills sliding
N e Y- <and skiing, even though both ents and teachers marked it 'y
Tre 1ittle log sehoolhouse built in 1890 burned in th%/ on ot B Ghoidl o :

has the greatest number of members of any church of this

denomination in the Upper Peninsula, For many years a church

school was operated; but this has been closed since the
spring of 1936.

.. A guiet little country church yard cemetery lies just

A behind the church where a tall blue spruce stands
P guard. Some of the pioneers lie peacefully at
. &4 ,  ¥est in this quiet spot. -

Modern bridges have replaced the ola inverted type V
bridge which bridged the Big Cedar River in four places. The
last one to be replaced was the 0ld McCarthy Bridge in 1936.
The river winds its way in a leisurely manner from the north-
ern to the southern border of the township.

Maybe the pioneer fathers who established this school

he steepest in Gourley, is located near by. Hany a lad and

.
"Qur father's first team was a tsam of oxens [|%
Not long ago we found an old shoe that had been |
used to shoe the oxen years ago. Ox shoes were
made in two varts. " (Jos. Jasper)

The peonle in what is now the Giurley district started
a little log scnoolhouse and the rafters were up when due to
some dissatisfaction en the place where it was located across
from what is now the lLoddie Jerabek farm, work on it was
discontinued. In about 1904 or 1905 a frame building was
erected where the Gourley school now stands.

One of the first sawmills to be located in Gourley was
-on the old McCarthy place, not far from McCarthy bridge. P
The mill was on Gourley creeck, and was operated by & lr¢ Andrews.

There is many a favorite swimming hole but perhans the
one spot most favored by swimmers is LaCount's High Banks.




Oftentimes on a warm summer evening 75 to 100 neople may
be counted taking a slide down the big sand bank into the
river. This is also a favored picnic spot because of the many
big maple, beech, and hemlock trees which afford plenty of
shade. It is located about one-fourth mile southwest of
McCarthy bridge.

L
About cne-half mile east of the NcCarthy bridge, on the

banks of the river, is a big spring spurting out from a clump
of willows -5art way up the bank.and in winter when its water
flows over the snow and ice it bas a decidedly reddigh cast.

Here is a favorite spot to see an occasional deer standing
in the water, or maybe an old duck sailing majes—
t.:.cally down river with her newly hatched broode.
ome times you will see a duckling riding downstream

:perched atop his mother's back. 3ig gray squirrels
_‘_;_ —*~Ehattir away in the trees and an occasional big
77 black squirrel is also seen.

On the sunny slopes where the poplars grow
near the little marshes in the southwest part of
the township the ground is covered with that
fragrant lichigan flower the trailing arbutus,
and in summer (ime the little marshes, and the
big ones too, are filled with luscious blue
berries. Fires have gone through and blackened
stubs of tamarack which still dot the marshes.

t lovely rare flower the lady slipoer found in seclud—
ed spots is often found in the low damp places.
Nature has been lavish with beauties in this
little corner of the world.

Many of tne folks in the southern and western vart of
the Townshi) are Bohemian. They too, like the few Germans.

Belgians, and Frenech came from near Green Bay and Kewaunee.
llany of them belong to Lodge Perun; in the northwestern cormer
of the township they have a big hall at Four Corners where
they hold social gatherings.
Catholic faith.

Many of these people are of the

{..9_

Gourley

About the year 1905 Arthur Gourley, wio in partnership
with a Mr. Hall bought the Jasper and Blahnik mill, founded
the little town of Gourley. A general store aznd post-office,
a saloop, saw and shingle mills and about 18 houses made up
the village. A spur railroad was built, coming in from Indian
Towm. Some old timers still remember its rough road bed.
Quantities of logs and lumber were shipped out on this rail-
roadse In 1914 a large Catholic church was built across from
the Henry Jasoer farm. No services were neld regularly and
the church was never finished. ¥hen ths timber was gone the
little town of Gourley became a deserted village. Some of the
buildings were torn down and some were moved away. The mills
were dismantled and moved away, the railroad was torn up, and
the only thing t.at still remains at the site is the foundation
of the old ice house and store house of the store, which was
made of concrete and still may be seen on the Joseph Blahnik
place meross from the Gourley hall.

In 1938 the big Catholic church was sold to Joseph
Blahnik and was razed. The timber is being hauled to the old
site of Gourley and used to make a large barn. As the logging
industry was a major industry years ago so now the dairy
industry holds first place although there is still a little
logging going on each year on the cut-over lsnd where the
second growth timber has reached salable size.

There are still a few places where big
timber stands, most of these pieces of woods
are the center of the maple syrup iniustry
of tne tovnship. Many gallons of thz delicious
syrup are made each year when soring is ushered
in with the smell of wood smoke and that tangy .
sweet odor of boiling sape

—

In 1935 some of the fathers of students of high school
age decided to ask Harris Township to send a school bus into
Gourley, because Gourley was not a large enough town to afford
to run a high school. Each of the three school districts was
to pay a given amount to ‘Harris Township for each student from ‘j




that district. The first year ten children took advantage of
tnis chance to go to high school and the number has been
increasing each yealX.

Reminiscences
As told to me by Mrs. Donna Baurain, summer of 1540

My nusband Bmil and I were married in Seotember of 1883
near Cascc, Wisconsin; we came of Belgian narentage. Very
soon after our marriage friends brought to us wonderful
stories of ths beauty and opportunities of the place that has
been my hcme for these 56 years. We came late in September
of 1883 to Iladeau where my sister Mrs. Jule 3Zellin lived.

One lovely Indian summer day in October Mr, and Mrs. Jule
Bellin, lre and Mrs. Celestine DeShane, my husband and I
started out to walk through woods over a rough trail to where
our future home was to be located. When we came to the
swamps we stevped from one hummock to another to get across
them, and oh, how many swamps there seemed to bel BEach hill-
top was a flaming mess of red and gold tois beautiful autum
day.

The men folks in our narty each had chosen a location
for a homestead so that fall three new log cabins were
constructed and then a road was cut through the woods to
Nadeau anc New Year's Day of 1884 my husband with a team of
oxen anc ¢ sleigh tock Mrs. DeShane, my sister, Mrs. Bellin,
and me to our new homes in the woods. We came first to my
sister’'s cabin which consisted of one room. Tae logs had
been well hewed on the inside of the cabine All around and
even close up by the door stood big somber cedars—this cabin
was Duilt where the barn now stands on the Theophile Duca
place.

They told me that our cabin was not comslete and that I
mist stay with my ‘sister awhile but I insisted thet I should
see it ani there it stood only a tiny log cabin with big
lonely hemlocks closing in on every side. I went back to

 # A my sister's cabin and we wept together at
the bleak loneliness of what to us seemed
a dreary place. 3By spring the hemlocks and

cedars were cut around our cabins so that I could see to my
sister's which was only a short distance away. Jesse Evrard
now owns the place where we homesteaded a quarter section.

In 1890 the first schoolhouse was built of rough logs
Just across the road from where the oresent one now stands.
Iy boy Joe who was five years old was one of the first to
attends Miss Etta Clifford was the first teacher.

liote:

(irs. Baurain is now 75 years of ege. She has been a
kindly, helpful, friendly woman. Always tlere when a new
life came into this lonely frontier, and always present when
that grim reaper Death made hie appearance. She lives now
in a tiny cottage, bordered by flowers, in sight of what for
S0 many years was her home.)

Heminiscences
As told to me by Joseph and Henry Jasper

Our father Henry Jasoer, Sr. came to Gourley from his
home in Kewaunee in 1834. He took uwp a homestead of 160
acres of rich land which was cqovered with hardwood, hemlock,
and cedar. o road led to this place. The nearest road,
wiich was not much more than a trail came from Carney and
wound arcund to old camp "H" which was located down in the
old ®Devil's Creek" district, about four miles away.

After he had been located here about six monthg he heard
of another neighbor Wolf Rhode about three miles east, who
had also homesteaded a quarter section near the Big Cedar
River and like him was a man of German parentage from near
Green Baye

These two young bachelors decided one day to talkte their
compasses and make a circle through the woods to see if by
any chance they might have some near néighbors. They came to
a litile settlement of three small newly constructed cabing
where Emil Baurain, Jule Bellin, and Celestine DeShane, had
come in the fall of 1883. They gusssed that this little
settlement was about five miles awaye.

-




Tommy Verville, another young man, had homesteaded the
place west of the Henry Jasper homestead but stayed only long
enough %o prove wo on his claim. One time Tommy had gome
away for a few days anc when he arrived at his small log cabin
he saw two men carrying his small heating stove out the back
door as he entered the front door. The robbers did not get
away with their loct.

Tne story is told of a strong man known only by the name

iy father Wolf Rhode came from near Green Bay. He

constructed a small log cabin on the quarter section he took
up for a homestead. When he had it all complete except for

the windows and lumber for the floor he walked out to Spalding
in company of Florian Reigner who later became his brother-in-
law. He bought windows and lumber for the floor of his new
cabin. He then made the lumber inte a raft placing his windows
and a small box of groceries on the raft together with his axe
and his gun, without which he never went anywhere.

de sterted on a voyage down the Big Cedar River which is
about 15 miles from Spalding to whers his cabin was located

_only a few feet from the river's bank. The water was high and
_'&e current swift so he made excellent »rogress until the raft

e
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was swept by the current under the low
"} "% hanging branches of a2 big cedar. Hr.

— ‘;@-:’- Reigner was swept off into the river

¢ ~— % =" along with ths gun znd axe, and the box
. =

e AT -
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.=~ of groceries. iir. Rhode could not swim

=, but he clung tightly to the limb and

P managed to pull himself to the river
bank. He ran downstream until he managed

Rubenstein, who used to bresk into the settlers' cabins and
logging camis. He would take what he wanted and always leave
the door open for the porcupine to complete the devastation
R of these lonely frontier cabins. Finally the
s h\ sheriff came and handcuffed him and because
: P "1‘ ):;( of his great strength chained his feet to
i 232 i)  come logs in a settler's barn. Two men
b7y % 1YW S guarded him during the night and the next day
,5’-'-'-,- F 7 T\'. e was made to walk out the long treil anmd  —m
i ,-'::{" fd’ & {5{_ zzen to Menominee. . o ;;’})—-'._".__ 3
0 SR A i . e e e
i g: 4 =) ;7‘( r father and his brother Theodore and the =
fao® g sl A 4 NeNiio Blahnik brothers, Joseph and FPudolph,
1& - built a small lumber snd shingle mill on the
barks of Gourley Creek wiere the litile town
of Gourley later stood. The mill burned sbout 1904, it is
thought the fire caught from soharks falling in the sawdust.
The mill was rebuilt, and later sold to Hall and Arthur Gourley
wno later founded the town of Gourley.

Before this time our father and Wolf Rhode had married
and in 1807 two new families moved into the district, Herman
LaTherias, and Frank Otradovec who with us two boys, our sister
Agnes, and our brother John; Xatherine, Annie, znd Florian
Hhode, the Otradovec and LaTherias children made enough in the
district to establish a school. A little frame school waich
still stands was constructed in a central location for these
four families. This school was cpened in the fall of 1900,
Miss Nellie EBrooits of Menominee being the first teachery_

Beminiscences
As told to me by Mrs. Katherine Mack

27/

to get hold of the runaway craft. Mr. Heigner swam to shore

and mansged tosave a few of the things tant had been dumped im.
A cen of brking powder was one of the things. They tried to get
the axe and gun but the water wos too swift and deeps Later in
the summer when the water was low he returned to the spot and
fished out his axe and gun.

When his cabin was finished he bought a cook stove cut at
Spalding and arranged with two of his neighbors to help him get
it from Spalding. They carried it down the trail. Loose -ieces
such as the lids and oven doors were Hut in a sack and one
carried tiem on his back. The other two put a pole through the
oven part of the s gtogk them two dag:f to carry it out.




-

Zeminiscences Kind friends searched all afternoon for l;i_m and about
As told to me by irs. Esther LaCount 4 o'clock a2 large group of river drivers left their work and
o 3 came along to send those logs downstreams Just as the sun
The soutiiern end of the Indian reservation exiends into was setting in the west, they found him in the big slough hole
the northeesst corner of Gourley Township. The story is told with only his cap ebove water, a cedar post between his feet
of an Indian family who lived or camped years ago on the and the willows clasped tightly in his hands. The boss of the
Josenh DeGrave alace one night after dark. The Indien squaw river drivers carried the lad up tha steep bank to his home
went down to the spring which lies near the DeGrave creek, near by, the river drivers wallding behind two by two, with
a lynx jumped out and snuffed out her life. It is said that their caps in their hands.

she was buried just across the creek and up the hill. Today
there are a few graves in this old field with some strands
of barbed wire arcund to keep roving stock away. 3

Tom DeGrave also was one of ths early "*
1ioneers s#nd was known to many of hig friends )g
as Uncle Tom. He was a keen woodsman and N‘
hunter. One evening near dusk as he was & = -
half a mile from Home he saw a bear and d g }(/ Sy s
piciked up & club and chased it up a tree. i : e =~
He called and yelled till some of his _.-= P_,"”_:-"-w(/ Do o

neighbors came with a gun and shot old’
Bruin. The bear fell from the tree and scampered in the woods.
The next morning at dawm Uncle Tom returned to the tree and
tracked the bear to a hollow log where he found him deade.

One spring in April Prosvper Ponten, a lad of 13 years,
vho lived with his folks near the old iicCarthy Lridge was
sent on an errand to some neighbors. As he crosged the bridge
the Tiver was high and full of logs. Tie drive from wy the
river had started but there at the bridge the logs seemed to
be solid enough to wallc across on. He got down on the logs
and ran back and forth across while his brother Clarence stood
on che bridge celling, and calling for him to come back.
Prosper celled back and gaid hz was going to Tun up the river
Just once. There must have been smaller logs =g he reached
the bend fer they would not hold his frail weight-and he /e
began to sink, but managed to work toward shore. The banlts of
the river vere low and there seemed to be a slough hole at
last. Befcre help could reach him, his voice was heard no
mores




HARRIS TOWNSHIP
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Harris Township with an area

of 144 square miles is made up of

four surveyors' towns, or townships. |
One of the correction lines for the
gtate runs between towns 40 and 41

North. Early surveyors finished
the work of laying out these towns

in the summer of 1852. Iron depos— |3
its are indicated, for the survey-

ors' field notes say that certain
lines "coulid not be run with the

needle." The stream now known as
Ford River always appears in the
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notes as Fort River.

38-25

P The gurface of this township
is level land, second and third rate
sandy loam. Timber: hemlock, sugar,
yellow birch, lynn (basswood), beech,
cedar, etc. In the swamps, cedar,
tamarack, and ssruce. Streams are
generally lively, limestone bottoms,
clear, good water. Variation change-
able, so much so that it will not do
to run with the needle.”

35-25
"The surface of this township

lies in ridges and swamps which prin-
cipally run northeast and southwest.
The ridges are good second rate soil,
sandy loam. Timber: sugar, hemlock,
beech, yellow birch, elm, lymn, fir,
balm of Gilead, etc.: in swamps, cedar,
tamarack and spruce, thick and bad.

fThe variation of the needle is bad.
The west branch of the Fort River runs
through the northeast cormer of this
tovmghin, said stream is shallow and
lively. Other streams run south and
lively, shallow with good water and lime-
stone bottom."

40-25

"The gurface of this township, aside
from the swamps is gently rolling, the soil
is very good for agricultural purposes,"
especially in the northern and eastern
partse

YThere is some good white pine." "Fort
River has a brisk current with sufficient
water for propelling heavy machinery. Cne
excellent mill site was noticed in section 13
near the township line."

"The wariation in this township is
very fluctuating, particulerly in the north
and west parts where it changes alternately
from east to west, reaching as high as 40° .1

273

41-25
"The surface of this township is
mostly levels The soil in the greater portion
is sandy and sandy loam with a variety of
timber, such as hemlock, fir, white pine,
sugar, yellow birch, spruce, aspen, cedar,
ete. The northern portion is level and
swampy . "

"Fort River which runs through the
tovmship in a southeasterly direction is a
rapid stream about one chain (66 ft.) wide
and affords many good sites for millse.
Following the course of Fort River is a
large quantity of white pine of good quality."

"The variation of the needle is very
fluctuating. e+ On the line going west
between sections 26 and 35 it increases,
going west, from 25 degrees at the cormer of
sections 25, 26, 35, and 36 to 95 degrees
west at the guarter section cormer, then
diminishes to no variation, from whieh point
the east variation increases till at the
corner of sections 26,27,34, 35, it is 13°B.N




What People See in 1940

In the surveyor's notes on 39-25, a west branch of the

Fort (or Ford) river is mentioned. Thig is not the stream now
commonly czlled the West Branch, but is Ten kile creek, one of
the outstandinz natural features in Harris township. Shadowed
by tall trees and overhanging bushes and wvines, Ten Mile creek
and Forty-Seven creek chase merrily along, crossed and recrossed
by the highways. Many a fisherman has here been ag delighted
with the scenery as with his catch.

in Harris towmship there is still cover for wild life, and
deer take sdvantage of it, browsing on the undergrowth and
drinking the fresh waters of the ewift little creeks winding
through the woods. Other game also finds sanctuary in the
wilder parts of this region.

Reminders of earlier days are much in evidence. Hunting
camps and logging camps may be found here and theree. Also,
in little clearings are some lonsly cabin homes, so primitive
as to sgeem hardly habitable.

Elsewhers are prosperous farms with huge barns and silos
and comfortable houses. Huch of the milk from their dairy herds

g

74

goes to the cheese factories. Some fur farms have been started
where wild animals are raised under controlled conditions and
for nrofit.

Harris has been largely settled by pioneers of a more

recent day than many farming sections of Menominee county. A
considerable number of the people making wp the adult population
came from rural areas in Poland and Bohemia and other landse
After arrival in the United States some lived for awhile in
cities, working in factories or mills, or in mining regions
where they delved for ore, but their love for the goil led
them to northern Michigan where they could acquire unimproved
lands at prices they could pay and where by their own efforts
they could establish homes in a farming country. With long
hard hours of toil many have succeeded and pioneer days are
Téceding into the backgrounde Wita them pass, too, many of
the old customs and ways of the settlers' native lands as
families have talken root in America.

The old charcoal kilns near Wilson, along the Northwestern
tracks are a present reminder of the times when settlers were
mare interested in the wealth of the wocdlands than the wealth
of the good earth beneath their feet. At Harmahville and Indian-

town are the last Indian settlements in ifenominee county.




HISTORY OF HARRIS TOWNSHIP

Indiang Were the First Se tt._l?rs

Indians of the Pottawatomie tribe
were the first people to settle in the

area now lknown as Harris Township in | PHEE a,a_,__—:_-— ~.
1872. They settled on the land which -,._-- Sy P —
is now reserved for them by the United --r”:- o [T
States government and is located threefZ_|'".-—i!{” ,..5 i;ﬂ ﬂ'_
and one—half miles south of the preseg w- s ._.,fq' ‘}‘g’;—
village of Earris. = -\ o~

™~ Indians built log cabins with ground floors oy
and split log roofs. To earn a livelihood for themselves
they hunted, fished, and trapped. Venison or bear meat were
on their uaily menu. The fishing was done with the aid of
spears in Forty-Seven Creek, Cedar River and the Ten ifile
Creck. Trarping began just as soon as the furs were prime and
continued through the winter, In the spring months the
Indians cariied their winter catch of furs tc a trading post;
at first to Spalding and later tc Bark River. At the trading
posts the Indians traded their furs for groceries and other
provisions.

The Iuians were primerily interested in hunting and
trapping anf neglected to till the soil even to the extent of
supplying their family needs with vegetables.

First Wnite Settler

The first white settler in the area now lknown as Harris
Township was Oliver Bezier. He settled on a farm near the
Menominee-Jelta county line not far from Bark River, shortly
after tae Irdians settled near Harris. Other pionesrs settling
in the vicirity between the years of 1875 and 1881 were George
DeLoughary, Patrick DeLoughary, John Keef, Josevh Jilbo,

John Jilbo, M. B. Harris, Maurice Flynn, Frank Krutch, Michael
Kane, and Jchn Shanahan.

I
3 )

Harris Township Organigzec

Harris Township is now one of the northernmost townships
in Menominee County and has a population of 1,465 according to
the 1940 federal census. It consists of four congressional
townships in length and one in width. It was separated from
Spalding Tovmship December 19, 1902 and called Harris Township
in honor of Hichsel B, Harris who initiated the division because
e ,‘ of inequalities of taxation.

:-3 The dense foras&s in this area attracted men who were
“ interested in lumbering. Woodsmen's camps spreng up here and
there; and as the lumber industry flourishad, the camps grew
into small villages. The villages and a short history of each
3 "i:g’];lowa.

L
.

Wnitney

Wnitney named in honor of Charles Whitney, land surveyor
for the Pittsburgh and Lake Superior Iron Company, was the
largest village in the township in 1880. The mills and the
lumbering business offered employment to many people who were
housed in log cabins, small company-owned homes or in the
central boarding houses A post—office was esteblished at
Whitney in 188l1. 1In a few years when the lumber resources weTe
depleted the commany officials moved on. Even when the logging
trade was booming, nc depot was built at Whitney but a depot
agent made his headquarters at the general store.

The National Pole Company tried a noble experiment in
establishing one of the largest farms in Hichigan W
with 2,240 acres but farming on a large scale was e 2wk -
not very successful. The National Pole Comrany fi l : -".‘..“‘-;.if' S
farm has been decreased to about 600 acres and is_‘_'m;g
now operated by Mre« Klasek. Hany of the carly - . °
woodsmen now gain a livelihood by farming and the-~" 7
harvesting of forest products. The residents now =
receive their mail by U.Se mail carrier, automobiles have” taken

the place of the early C. & N. Y. trains, and lumbering @as a

R




business has passed on. Most of the residents are of
Swedish nationality.

Perronville

Tne most progressive village in Harris Townsnip had its
beginning as a lumbering town. It was named in honor ef
Mr. M. Ps Perron who purchased land and constructed a mill
there about 1891l. The post-office was established in 1899.

A general merchandise store, a large boarding house, and
a community ballrcom were constructed by ifir. M. Pe Perron.
Other structures that followed were two blacksmith shops, a

doctor's office and residence, and numercus log cabins by
the employeese The first cheese factory was built in 1914
by T Serahn.

A junction railway extended about twelve miles north of
Perronville. The train service consisted of one passenger

and express train daily and several logging trains.

Missionarics came tec Perronville and held devotions in
the scnool or other buildings once 4 monthe The first
Catholic church was built about 1918 and was destroyed by
fire in 1922 whon the present church was built. ZEarly settlers
in Perronville were of French descent but mow the Polish
nationality predominates.

™8 State Highway M=69 was constructed in 191E. Previous
to $8ab tine the village was made accessible by train or by
horse and carrisge over a rough road bedded with corduroy.

Within the »ast few years several residents of FPerron—
ville have started minkerics. Host residents earn their
livelihood by farming and harvesting forest products.

Wilson

The villagze of Wilson, at one time known as Ferry Switch,
was named in honor of Mr. Wilson who was one of the first
settlers in this area. He constructed a large sawmill. A
general merchandise store was built by Mr. MacIntyre and nill
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employees constructed several homes in the villages MNre. Wilson
served as the first postmaster of the villsge wiich was in
Spalding Township until the township division in 1902.

The Spalding Lumber Company and the Iron Cliff Company of
Negaunee carried on lumbering operationsg in this erea, In 1898,
Wilbur and Kellogg, established a pole yarda

The demand for transportation of forest oroducts became
great enough so that the Chicago and Northwestern Rai lway
officials constructed a depot and employed men to work twenty~—
four hours of the day. Mr. Sparks was the first depct agent.
br. William Brukardt, who has acted as the Ceoot agent since
1918, is still emmloyed, although railway officials have made
plens to discontinue the denot service for lack of business, oo N W
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A church was built by the Kethodists about lB%ﬁbut taist } g ) K

oy

)
later burned. The Episcopalians have a ciurchfin th s'viginigd. i"{'
‘hen the first school was cpened in 1831-82 the, term A v mte 33 K
was only three mcnths. With consolidation in the . \-‘}rl 3 14 ’ R e
tomship the Wilson school new has three toachgrsi b | ¥ E,]‘F:%z“_ ;
for grades K~6. ‘g“r Lah Pk Ly ?t-.";f 3

¥re Tilliam Kell started a business in dealing vith horsese - = L
Kr. William Eell, Jr. is now contimuing tic businesss The E
first cheese factory was erccted in 1910 by ¥illiam Belfry.
It is now ovmed and operated by Mr. Helmsr Olsone The village

blacicsni th shop is now ovmed and operated by Mr. John Plansiy,

The first general store was destroyed by fire in 1935.
Mr. Williem Jo Roberge comstructed a new iireproof store on
the same location later the same year. i

The area surrounding the village of ¥ilson 14 t
regarded as a first-class farming districte ——==t-. | e R
Many farmers have developed splendid o /f;. Ay 1
herds of pure-bred dairy cattles g N
o5 an
Iumbering operations from second=growth forests are T
carried on by the farmers during the winter monthse The farming
and lumbering operations enable the rosidents to earn their




livelibood.
Hannahville

Hannahville, named after Mrs. Hannan Markeman, the
missionary's wife, is located among hills and valleys about
three and one-helf miles south of Harrise Wooded edges of old
hay fields mark out a beautiful landscapes. The homeg of the
Pettawatomie Indians who live here, are two-story frame houses

Tne Hennahville School and church in the Indian/ o = *°
Reservation were built earlier. The church is ,“_’,__L__' T
useé today. The school which had been closed — =

for about nine years, was reconditioned and ‘a_ E
recpened in 1931 and ig still in use. A e _
teacherage ves constructed in 1931 to accommodate the Teache
as there wes no meens of travel in the winter timee Mrse
Flcrence Dault was the first teacher when the school was
respencd.

The In¢ians have a Community Club in which they take an
active pari.
health, educational, and home conditions of its members.

According to one of the members of the tribe, Indians
have been living at Hannshville for almost 70 yearse In a
little cometery near the church is a grave mariced 1820. The
inscrintion has the words—"Elizabeth, daughter of Peter and
Julisna Hartin, born November 1, 1885. Died August 5, 1890."

Many people are interested in the handwork of the Indianse
They manufacture bows and arrows, moccasins, canoes, baskets,
and othsr articles symbolic of their ancestors. Their native
handicraft sbilities enable them to make a living. The
federal zovernment encouraged and subsidized farms for the
Indians but the experiment was not successfule

Indian Town

The name Indian Town had its origin in honor of Mrs.
! Simons, an Indian woman, who gained modest wealth in serving

a _.

vhich were constructed by the Federal Governmemb,f==m===h ==

The objective of this club is to better industrials
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the area as a2 midwife.
for the sick.

She also prescribed many herb remedies

Indian Town was once an important railroad junction. The
railroad branched off to HeaXth's shingle and lumber mill which
was constructed in 1900 about fenr miles south of Indian Town
on the bank of the Cedar River. The railway Jjunction was
heralded as the beginning of a fast growing citys The railroad
was extended to Heath's Mill and on to Gourley Townships As
many persons of Belgian descent settled in ths region of Heath's
11, the area is often referred to as the Belgian Settlemente

‘55 A general merchandise store was constructed at Zeath's

i1l by Mr. liacCauley and Mr. Heath constructed a large boarding
house for iis employees. Railway officials erected a round-
house where locomotives were stored and serviceds All this

tock place near the banks of the Cedar River.

A large dam was constructed in the Csdar River and it
was used during the log drives each springe Tae area bocmed
until the forests were denuded.

Today, only a few landmarks remain to enable early settlers
to recall the rapid growth of the village and then its rapid
extinction as the lumbering industry wanede The area is occupied
by farmers whe are able to gustain their families by diyersified
fami!'lg.

Tis

Harris, named in honor of Michael B. Harvis, was formerly
called Deloughary after George Deloughary w.io was tae first
white settler in the vicinity of Harrise George Deloughary
operated the first saloon in the village of Harriss It was
located where the nresent residence of David Flynn standse
M. B. Harris was the first white man to settle with the Indians
at their reservation.

W¥hen the pioneers needed provisions they had fo notify the
railroad officials who would see to it that the provisions were
delivered as soon as possibles The pioneers lived in log



structures hewed to perfection with the broadaxe. All their
furni ture was made from the forest products then in abundances

M. B. Harris built a shingle and lumber mill at Harrise
Following tiese, a store, hotel and blacksmith shop and a
cheese factory were constructed. Shortly after construction,
the mill ané hotel were destroyed by fire. The mill was
rebuilt in 1910 and again was destroyed by fire a few years
later.

The garage, now closed, marks the location of the first
blacksmith shop which was owned and cperated by Alex Chiverette.
The residence now owned by James DeLoughary marks the location
of the hotel before it was destroyed by fire.

The second story of the store, which is still doing
business in Harris, served both as a school and a churchs 7
Kiss Zllen Forest was the first school teachers -The'firgt "~ .-
schoolhouse now stands and was later moveds™ ;iw’ 2., 5 70
near the old highway and is now used~as & v
residence of the school ;ja.nitor._?y“:‘ . -

Schoels., A

‘_,I/' * 7

The division of Spalding Township. ’{;,i, ;

in 1902 gave Harris Township two of the-_m;f e B

finest schools in Menominee County. One building
at Tilson and the other at Harris.

as located -

Schools were constructed wherever community residents
desired them and had ten or more children of school age.
School buildings were constructed in farmingz areas when a
group of farmers so desired. Consequently, eleven different
schools were built, up te 1925; namely, Wilson, Kleiman, Forty-
Seven, Belgian, Harris, Hannshville, Page or Radford, Eustis
VWhitney, and Dryads or Section 13.

Transpertation of school children in large

cloged all but four of the original eleven
buildings. Perronville which has four teache?s

et s

i,

now enrolls grades K-8, inclusive, and includes the area
previously served by Section 13, Whitney, Radford, and Bustis
schools. The Wilson school which has three teachers and whieh
is now enrolling grades K-6, inclusive, has been remodeled and
serves the area previously served by Forty-Seven, Kleiman,

and Belgian. The Harris high school which was crganized in
1922 has six teachers with pupils of grades 7—12 and serves
pupils in Harris Tovnship and neighboring townshipse The
Hannahville school serves only the Indian school childrens

Mre Fred Bemnette was the first superintendent of schools from
1922 to 1926 and from 1928 to 1930. Mre Victor Vaughan served
in 1926 to 1928« Mr. Joseph B, Gucky who is still serwving,
has served continuously since 1930.

Mr. Dona ILaBelle was the first full time school custodian
employed in the Harris school and Mr. Peter Glowacki at the
Perronville school in 1936.
Early Occupations

The early occupations were fur trading, fishing, lumbering

" Spinning, and weaving.

The occupation that attracted many white people to this

region was the manufacture of charcoale The first charcoal
was made by placing maple logs eight feet in length on end
in a shallow pit with a diameter of about 20 feete Then
four-foot logs were placed on top of the other logs in a form
of a beehives The entire pile of logs was covered with dirt
with the exception of a small opening at the top in which was
placed dry combustible material. The pile of logs was ignited
and carefully watched so that it smoldered for several dayse
The charcoal was then shipped by railroad to ths Union Fuel
Company located at Pittsburgh. In 1910 the charcoal
was made in brick kilns., The brick kilns were A ’g}:"

larger and were usually constructed on M'
side of a hill in order te facilitate t e P =g
#rolling of logs into the kiln. The only ~ =~
~ temaining kilns of this kind left ia the township are located
jat Houle's. At present they are used as ice housess




Farmirg as an occupation developed glowly. Tie individ-
nal desirirg to clear some land made a "bee® and all the
neighbors lent helping hendse Small and large timber alike
was cut down, sawed into convenient lengths, piled up and
burnt. During the progress of the bee, beer and whisky flowed
abundantly. TFiddlers appeared in the evening and dancing,
drinking, feasting, and fighting wore out the night. Other
bees were in order for such purposes as barn raising, spinning,
and quiltirg.

0ld folks' and young folks' dancing parties were held
every Saturday night at the Clairmont house where the music
was always furnished by fiddlers, of whom Oliver Bezier at
Harris is remembered as the most famous.

Zarly settlers ecarried provisions for the house on
their backs, walking over winding trails through the ferests.
During the winter months hand-sleds were used in carrying the
heavier locds. To get things from either Escanaba or Spalding,
the pionsers flagged the train at the point where their trail
Teached the railroad track and placed their order with the
head of tke train crew, The ordered provisions were usually
delivered the following day at the same noint that the order
had been given, provided the person ordering was there to
accept the goodse.

Before post~offices were establi shed, pioneers mailed
their letters at any point along the railroad track by tying
the letier to a hoop which was caught by the engineer while
the train was in motion.

If passenger service was desired the individual demand-
ing the ride would flag the train and board the caboose. At
first the only passenger service between Escanaba and Green
Bay was by boat via Bay de Noe and Green Bay.

The first supervisor of Harris Township was M. B. Harris.
Others comprising the first group of officers were: Clerk,
Willard French; Treasurer, Frank Lefler; Highway Commissioner,
Patrick DeLoughary. Dr. Walker, whose office was in Spalding,
was the first physician.

At that time the stylish women wore long skirts with a
tight basque and huge sleeves. The men wore peg—top breeches
and German socks.

—Information gathered by Joseph Be Gucky and school staff.
OLD NEWS OF HARRL1% IOTHSHIP

Menominee Democrat 8/7/86 John Jaure, a farmer living
near Indian Town, found the body of an unimown man, covered by
a pile of logs, about ten rods from the railroad tracks two
miies from Wilson. The man was well-dressed, but no Dapersy
money, or valuables of any kind were founc on his person, It
looks like a clear case of murder.

Menominee Democrat 2/19/87 DeLoushary {iater Harris)
One and a half miles from Indian Town on ci- Ce & NeWe Ry
Deloughary is one of the liveliest little burgs on the line.
It is a wonder the railroad company has no station hers,
ds M+ Earris has a splendid sawmill, emyloying 90 men, also
a large general store. Deloughary Brothers have a set of eoal
kilng —— they are taking it easy.

Wilson 3/25/93 The Easter services of the Me Be church
were a great successe.

Whitney 2/18/93 The Pittsburg V. Le Se Cos are shipping
about 14 cars of charcoal a month, The weszther is not very
favorable for coal burning.

Whi tney has the largest tie contract on the main line
this winter. Over 40,000 are out at presente There are
five camps at work with Whitney as headquarters.

Whitney 10/21/93 Mr, Livingstone and son Robbie have

killed thirteen deer since the opening of the season.

Miss Powers is the teacher here.




I hear the pussy willows calling me
The popple leaves are glistening
in the sun,
The snow is melting fast upon the
hillside
And clover's growing where the
waters rune.

I hear the blackbird calling to his
swee tneart,
The woodchuck and the gopher have
come oub;
I'm fussing with my flies and fishing
t tackle
1Cauge I'm hungry and I'm going
after trout.

Today when I was out a-hunting
firewood
I saw erbutus peeping from the ground,
And that's a sign the speckled trout
are biting,
You bet I kmow just where they can be
founde

And if they think my flies are out of
season,
I've got the fattest worms a trout
could wish;
I can smell that trout a=frying with
the bacon,
I'm hungry and I'm going after fish.

— Cs P+ Whiteshield

Formerly of Powers
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Holmes Tovmship embraces Fractional Towns
36-28 and 37-29 and the S} of Fr. Town 37-28
and the Wi of 36-27 and the SWi of 37-27.
Surveyors conpleted their work in 37-28 in
1850 and in the other towns in 1852.

HOLMES TOWNSHIP

hat Early Surveyors Saw

36-28

MThe surface of this township
is gently rolling. The soil is
uniformly sandy and generally
second or third rate. The timber
on the dry land is white and
yellow pine chiefly, with hemlock,
maple sugar, fir, etc. There is
more or less good pine in all
parts of the town, though it is
more damaged by fire in the south-
west part and along the Menominee
River than elsewhere.

ffhe swamps are gemerally
nicely timbered with ecedar, tama-
rack, spruce, and black ash. They
are in most cases narrow and they
border usually upon the small
streams. The course of these
streams is almost invariably to
the southwest. Where the pine
predominates there is in some
places a heavy undergrowth of
hazel and blackberry briers. A
well-defined ledge of limestone
is found on the line between
Sections 25 and 26« The island in
Sections 20 and 29 contains some
good land and some very good pine,
though more or less damaged by
fire.

"A combination of circumstances
renders the location of White
Rapids one of peculiar interest
and delight. The lands on the
Wisconsin side are truly delight-
ful. Their gently undulating
surface presents old fields once

cultivated by man, but now waving
in a rich growth of wild grass.
The lands oa the ifichigan side
strangely contrast with these,
being more elevated and broken,
and marred by the ravages of fire,
presenting a forest of black and
dead timber. Here the river passes
over an apron of sandstone. When
the river is low a portion of its
bed is presented to view, covered
with massive boulders. In the
deeper parts of the channel the
current is much broken up by its
own velocity and the unevenness
of the rock underneath.*

White Rapids. "These rapids
extend a short distance above as
well as a short distance below the
intersection (line between 29 and
20 with the river).

fMen frequently run down these
rapids with canoces."

"The bed of the river here is
sandstone of nearly horizontal
strata.”

"Hear the corner of Sections
10,11,14, and 15, water slightly
impregnated with sulphur was observ—
ed. The Menominee River where
islands do not intervene 1s quite
uniform in its width, being from
5 to 7 chains (320 to 460 feet)
wide generally. The stream is
rapid, and on account of numerous
shoals where the water is low does
not afford the facilities for
business that it otherwise would.

®The variation of the needle
fluctuates from 5°30' E to 6°30' E.V

Along line between Sections 30
and 31, "old clearing Overgrown
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with brusn and briers."

Along the river bank, going upstream from the line
between Sections 20 and 29, the surveyor mentions a "Mill
Site" along the channel of the river on the east side of the
large island, and near the main channel not far from the line
between Sections 17 and 20 "John Premo's improvement." Also
in Section 31 mention is made of the "head of trail from SE

called White Rapids Trail." v

37-29
This fragmentary fractional township contains hardly one
section of land in the vicinity of Miscauno Islande«

37-28

PThe surface of this township is hilly and rolling, soil
third rate sandy and gravelly soil. The south tier . « . of
sections timbered with good white and yellow pine, hemlock,
beech, sugar, lynn, birch, elm, ironwood, etc. The remainder
is mostly windfall and swamp. Streams rapid with sandy and
muddy bottoms. There is a ledge of trap rock at Pemene Falls.
Swamps timbered with cedar, tamarack, soruce, black ash, fir,
maple, alder, etc.”

3627
PThig township contains more swamp than dry land. The dry
land is slightly rollings « « « Much of it has a good sand and
gravelly soil. Ko ledges nor mineral springs were discovered.
Limestone boulders adound in the streams and render the surface
of the land ia some places stony.?

37=27

"The surface of this township is for the most part level
or but slightly rolling. Tae rolling land consists chiefly of
slight ridges lying between the swamps and running generally
in a northeast and southwest direction. A large portion of the
township is swamp which is timbered chiefly with cedar, tama-
rack, and spruce. Some of the ridges . . . have a dense
growth of.sugar, beech, hemlock, fir, lynn, etCe « « « I COD=
clude a limestone formation underlies much of this region,
the outcroppings cf which are most plainly discoverable on
the line between Sections 19 and 30,7

ORGANIZATION OF HOLMES IOWISEIP -

For many years after the organization of Menominee County
in 1863, all the west half was Menominee Townshine On Karch 16,
1877 an act was passed for the creation of Holmes Township as
soon as its organization was perfected. However, there were
few people there and no steps were taken to organize until a
petition was submitted te the supervisors in the fall of 1887,
ten yeers later. Following this Holmes Township was organized
separately, embracing what is now Holmes and Faitnorn townships.
Fad thorn was separated in 1919,

"Holmes Township was so named in homor of fine J. Holmes,
former mayor of Menominee and prominent lumberman. In early
days it was the favorite hunting ground of Chignewa and
lenominee Indians whose settlements were west of the Menominee
River. Joe Dakota, however, a Chippewa, settled near Chalk
Hills on the Michigan side. There was a burial ground south
of Vhite Rapids. Hundreds came every spring to the Michigan
side to make mzple sugar and SyTupe

UThe first railroad in the township was a narrow gauge
logging road from what is now Koss to the farm now owned by
I&vi?r Ducate It was called the Ingalls, White Rapids, and
Northern. Over it and its branches 500 million feet of nine
were hauled to the Xoss landing and from there floated domn the
Menominee River te the mills at Menominee and Marinette. Joe
Dakota took his first train ride at the age of 103." (NOT=:
The item of age is a matter of local tradition, enc perhape is

more nearly accurate than the age set down in the =
death record.) v N

"In 1893 the survey for the Wisconsin & Michi . ‘
gan R.Re was
made through the tovnship. Mr. Faithorn, Mr. Hathan, Mr.‘hsher,
and Mr. Bagley were the promoters of this road as ﬁmilly built,’
N
]

—~4. W. Clifford, Daggett.

N 'S




Burklund Commni ty

Hokem's Shingle mill was in Lake (then Stephenson) Township
but it was ¢ part of what is now called the Burklund community.
It was located about one-half mile southwest of the place where
the Swedish Lutheran Church now stands. Here the shingles were
made and teken to Daggett to be shipped away. An interesting
thing about this mill was that a railrcad from the mill to
where the logs were nicked up was made of thin cedar noles
irstead of iron rails. These cedar rails or joles were put en
top of large logs laid on top of regular railroad ties. These
thin cedar rails were fastened to the large logs by wooden
pegs. ifules were used to pull the cars on the rails.

Just north of Hokem's mill John Humfelt located his
lumber mille Host of the homss in this community have been
built from lumber sawed at this mill. He operated this mill
alone and sawed zbout three thousand feet a day. The first
power used was horse power. The drive wheel was made entirely
of wood, cogs and all. The belting was homemade of heavy
mattress materiale

This Mr. Humfelt donated most of the lumber to the
Imtheran Church which still serves this community. He hand-
carved the altar and interior woodworks.

e first settlers came into the community about the
year 1876, They had to go to Stephenson to get to the nearest
store. Practically all the pioneer settlers were of Swedish
nationali ty.

The Burklund School grounds were donated to the township
by August Haggerman. This was the second school built in
Holmes Township, the Pembina school (now Brandt in Faithorn
Township) being the firste

At that time both Holmes and Faithorn townships were a
part of Menominee Township. The first school in this commmity
wae built in 1881-2, but about 1901 a larger school was built
cn the same grounds and the old building was used for a town-

283

ship hall and is still in use today.

(NOTE: School was held in this community for three months
in the year 1880-81, although there was no school buildinge
It was maintained by contributions. The district was Noa 7
of Menominee Township then; W. J. Argabrite was the first
director. Seventeen children of school age lived in the
district, eleven of whom attended school according to the
report made for 188l. The salary naid teachers was $60 for the
three months. The fellowing year with a building that cost
$600, school was held for six months. Thirty-one children were
listed on the census, and of these 18 attended school, The

1888 census listed 62, showing the rapid growth of the community,
and 3B of taese were in Bchool.)

Most of the pioneer farmers were homesteaderss
out tanbark to make their living.
hemlock used for tanning leather.

They took
This was the bark of the

In 1919 the farmers started a cheese factorys This
factory is owned and cperated by the farmers of the communitys

.

."‘

—Clarine Burklund Lance (1940)

= Swanson Communi ty
P
5\.:,:_3
U The Shaky Creeslc three miles west of

ey

[ S

Swanson was at one time a very important
little stream. Before the railroads came
in this creek was dammed up just south
of the road running west from Swansons
It was then used to float logs on down
to the Menominee River.

Two miles northwest of Swanson the Hamilton-Merryman
Company had a large camp and landing. Here the first ice road
was built in the lumber roads on the Menominece River, This
Company was one of the pioneer companies of the Twin Cities
with large holdings along the river here in Eolmes Townshipe.
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Just south of Swensom was the large lumber camp owned by
John Bagley. All the surrounding timber was virgin forestss
This Mr. Bagley then owned what later became the Wisconsin and
Michigan Railroads It was only a narrow gauge road at that
time. He later sold this road to the Wisconsin and Michigan
Company and they built the standard gauge used.

The community was named after Solomon Swanson who was
supervisor of Holmes Township for seventeen years. When the
railroad came in he asked for the spur at Swanson and his name
was attached to the locality from then on.

The railroad company owned the farm just morth of Swanson.
The school was built on ground donated to the townghip by the
company in about 1907, To this schoocl Mr. Faithorn, of the
Wisconsin and Michigan Railrocad, gave the large clock which is
still to be seen in the belfry of the schools This clock is
run by weightse

Shortly after this spur was put in, the railroad company
built a depot with a station agent located there and also
built a store and hall near the depot, This store was bought
later by Anton Dolsky. Shortly after he bought it, it burned
and a smaller store was put wp in its place. Joseph Kralovets
bought this store and started a cheese factory. The cheese
box factory was started by Mr. Xralovetz.

About one~half mile north of where Swanson now is, the
Indians aad a large "sugarbush" where they made their maple
sugar.

Q&Lﬂ‘( ~-Clarine Burklund Lance (1940)
TR w

NATHAN HOTEL  Yathan Community
EHOTE

— ﬂ H In 1894 Nathan was unheard-of. There

L - was only a vast wilderness; but the

Wisconsgin & Michigan Railroad was built

that year from a narrow gauge to standard.

Then ths road was bought by a large dry=-

goods concern, Xuh, Nathan, and Fischer of Chicego. The name
Nathan was taken of Nathan,

The first settlers here were Eugene Houte, Paul Brunette,
and myself, C. We Vilkins; nationalities, German, French, and
Belgian. TFred Golden was also an old settler and is still here,
and Fred Wachter who was a eedar jobber, and long since dead.

Our first post-office was called Wittmmnd, later changed
to Nathan. Our first school was established in 1897. Our first
church was built comsidexably later, subscriptions being
obtained wherever we could get them, to build the Catholic
church which stands here todaye

In 1896, and later, we had one hotel, one store, and one
saloon, with several logging camps in the vicinity. The
Indians near Vhite Rapids did a lot of trading heres

After the logging was done, farming toclk its place; and
in reality community affairs have improved since the changee

~—C. W. Wilkins, Nathan (1940)

Banat Communi ty

The settlement at Banat was made in 1905-10 by Hungarian
and Austrian settlers, mostly from St. Louis and headed by
Frank Schmidt, The original plan was to live in the village
and operate the outlying farms. This plan, however, was not
successful and most of the settlers later moved their homes
to their lands.

The settlers had been told the pine ghums were very
valuable for the manufacture of turpentine, end lands were
selected according to the prevalence of pine stumpse One of
the settlers has told this writer how angry he was because
there were so few stumps on the tract allotted to hime

—~A. Wo Clifford, Deggett (1940)
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(NOTZ: Banat had its name from Banat in the Old World,
an agricultural region in the southern part of the settlers’
native land Hungary. It is said the earliest name was Lawris.)

A newspaper clipping of 1909 has the following to say
about the settlement of Banat.

G. E. Hagen, agent for the iienominee Land and Abstract
Company was in the city with a family of immigrants bound for
the new settlement at Banat, 36 miles north of Menominee on
the Ve & M. ReR. The settlement which already has 37 families
is waique in the county, and promises to develop into one of
the most prosperous.

Composed mainly of German Hungarians, the village is laid
out in exact reproduction of the method in vogue in the old
country. The settlement has one immense building 120' x 161!
which houses seven familiesy it is divided into compartments,
one for each family.

The settlers are under the leadership of ones of their own
race, who keeps a general supply of necessaries and sells them
to the settlers at coste

™o farms which vary from 40 acres to 160 acres are about
tites miles from the village. The men and women go to the
farms every morning and return in the evening. This unusual
procedure is natterned after the villages of Hungary where
settlements sre always a mile or more distants

Since the settlement was first fermed some months ago
the advancement has been rapide The land which is high is
covered with second growth timber, mainly hardwood and pine.
The goil is fertile clay loam and will repay cultivation. 4
general store building has been erected, aud Fede Schmidt,
colonizer, placed in charge. He makes his home in the settle—~
ment and directs the work, BEach one owvns his own plot of
ground and may plant what he desiress

Menominee Herald-Leader, 11/9/09

———— | e = e . S

NORTHERN BALSAMS, OR'CEH-K HILLS COMMUNITY

The most recent community to be developed in Holmes Towne
ship is the one which has grovn wp in comnaction with the huge
- electric power plants at Challc Hills and Thite Fepidse Construcw
" tion of the plants was begun in 1926 and completed in 1927.
Bach of these nlants is equipped to develop over 10,000 horse=
power, ani they are among the largest plapts of the country.

i \hile the dams were being constructed anc the buildings
erected large forcesof workmen were on the jobe Hany were
accompanied by wives and children who secured such living
quarters as they could. The first school was organized in a
renovated bunkhouse and was erowded with the children of the
workerss The teacher was Miss Olga Oakland of Marinette.

The power company planned a beautifully landscaped village
with well-spaced, attractive homes for the families of men who
would operate the power plantse A commodious wellwequipped
school building was prepared for the children. ' This burned
within a few years and has been replaced by anothers This
community was the first in the county to have a dne-room school
eguivped with electricity, rumning water, and a furnaces

Zosebush Lake was formed in comnection with the develeop-
ment of the hydroelectric plants, and was named for the
president of the power comvany.

Legend tells of an Indian battle in the Chalk Hills area
long ago, and another legend of more recent origin says that
there was once an Indian mission vhere Rosebush Lake now floods
the land. This is disputed by those who say the mission was
on the Wisconsin side instead. Joe DeCota was the first
permanent settler.

Yorthern Balsams is hemmed in by the river and an
extensive game preserve. Wild deer are nlentiful, and not
too wild to make havoc of gardens and fieldse

For the sake of convenience the people have their mail
addressed to the post-office at Wausaukee, Visconsine A bridge
at Chalk Hills crosses the Menominee Rivers
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JOE DECOTA
By Paul Krneger

In the days of the fur traders there lived near Port
Arthur, Canada on the north shore of Lake Superior a halfbreed
Indian with his fullblooded Indian squaw. The oldest of his
many children was a very ambi tious young buck named Joe DeCota.

As soon as he was able to pack a musket young Joe made
for himself a reputation for skilled marismanship
and for ability to ferret out the most desirable @
location in the woods to set a successful trap lime. ¢
Even as a boy he outdid his fellow trappers to such

the Hudson Bay Fur Commany with headquarters in s
the vicinity of Detroit.

an extent that he was soon noticed by fur-buyers for ‘__ﬁ"w Hﬁ
A

Becsuse of Joe DeCota's keen sense of direction he was
presently emloyed as an Indian runner and made many long,
lone journmeys to various Indian tribes in the United States
and Canada. Several times he crossed Lake Superior on the
jce and journeyed southward over the Upper Peninsula of
Michnigan, then ceme by way of Lake Michigan %o the mouth of
the Menominee River and noted Green Island in Green Bay, an
obgervation that later nroved to be an asset. He also made
rune to the Ojibway camps at St. Ignace and had crossed the
peninsula, following the course of the rushing Escanaba River
named in Longfellow's poem.

Joe DeCota, being a trusted and able guide and runner,
was employed by the Hudsen Bay Company as dog team sledge
driver, whose duty was to haul fur, pelts, purchased by the
company in toe north, to Detroit and thereabouts. Having
performed his duty much to the company's liking, Joe became
their most trusted driver and the greatest risks were
delegated to him.

One spring young Joe was sent south with a load of
valuable furs, his last for the season. Joe had to make haste
so as to return before the spring break-un. He had no know-

ledge of a compass and om guch %rins from his hooe fa. the
‘main warehouse kept his direction and bearings by keéping
the Lake Superior shore on his left, going east, and the

Canadian shore, going south. When returning north these

shore lines were kept on his right.

Joe reached his destination with his last load and on
his way back kept the Canadian shore on his right until he
reached the Straits of Mackinac, where he became lost in
one of the worst blizzards he had ever been in. This raged

i for several days during which Joe pushed on, toward home
he thought, but he never reached it. In the storm he though
he made less progress than he really dide In the blinding

snow he missed the St, Mary's River and in doing so was going

westward, having on his right the south shore of the Upper
Peningula, instead of being lost in some bay on the Canadian
coast as he thought. In the severe storm his lead dog died
and the rest of the dogs frenziedly fought each other until
all but two were dead. One of these was too badly mengled
to be of any use, and Joe took what he could carry and haul
with one husky.

After his sled was cut down so one man and one dog could
handle it, Joe set cut on foot, thinldiaz he would soon reach
St. Ignace where he would be safe. It was not until he
reached Little Bay de Noc or Escanaba tnat he realized that
he was actually loste The Escanaba River country was too
rough to try to cross as the snow was getting soft with
a lull in the storm. Joe considered turning back but
decided it would be better to forge ainecad toward the mouth
of the Menominee River where he planned to find some of
the Menominee Indians.

i

Joe had taken only enough. food for a day
as he had expected to walk only across the
Straits of Mackinac to reach the 0jibway
camps Now he wag tired and out of food
and Menominee was a long way off.
To make things worse rain began e ¥ -
to fall and slowed his /KZ&\ =
vrogress. Near the moUthems et

!
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of Big Cedar River he killed his dog for food, which he had
to eat raw. He sas weak and gick.

Rain kept falling, and the young runner tramped on,
becoming sicker each day. He finally reached the mouth of
the Menominee River which he recognized by the landmark of
Green Island. He-continued to trudge on after nightfall,
hoping soon to resch some Indian cabini Much to Joe's
sorrow he found the Menominee Indian camp vacated. The
Indians had gone wpriver where they were p ng brush traps
to catch fish in the vicinity of White Rapids where the ice
went out earlier than near the mouth of the river.

Joe followed the river, but traveling was worse each
day; and when he reached Grand Rapids, the place where the
Ingalls power plant is now logated, the soring break-up came;
and large ice cakes crushed and ground their way down the
river. So Joe climbed the banks and after watching the grim
ice and glime of the water churn by, made his way northward
on land. He was out of food entirely and, besides that, very
sick, yet he forced himself to g0 on, thinking he could make
his way north by way of the Menominee River and Lake
Michigamme to Lake Superior.

It was morning when he began wallcing north from Sixty
Islands; part of the time he crawled, hoping something might
turn up in his favor. By sundown that night he had only gone
a little over one mile, coming to the place where the White
Rapids power plant is now located. He was exhausted and took
a drink from a spring-fed stream which empties into the
Menominee River, then walked to the edge of a cornfield which
was planted each year by the Indians. There he lay down te
die, hoping someone would find his body at planting time.

Help came from across the river on the Wisconsin side
where, unknown to Joe, the Indians were camped. A young
squaw was hiding in the brush watching this stranger's actions.
When convinced that he was in distress, she paddled across
the river in her canoe and came to his rescues

——ﬁ-.’.

She took Joe to her camp and nursed him back to
life and health. Now he was her man, and she would
not have any other trying to be too friendly toward
him. Joe DeCota married the young squaw, but foumd it
none too pleasant living among his new neighborse

He, therefore, took hig new wife and
moved over the river into what is now
Holmes Township in Menominee County,
(1832)s ‘There he built a fine hemn
log cabin where they lived i
happily. Leaving behind the ‘I 4
post or mission where envious \i‘ \

#

fellovmen lived, Joe chose the
surroundings where he reared .
his family. b

He did not desert his fellowmen entirely, as he
returned at times to mingle with them, especially when
early white settlers and pony buyers came over the
river in cances to buy Indian poniess It was easy te
buy a pony when the buyers paid off with handfulg of
silver coin, placing large sums in silver on a table
rather than paying with bank note or checic

There are descendants of the man Joe DeCota still
living in Marinette and Menominee counties.
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Long ago one Joe DeCota
Built a cabin zll his own
Near a small creek in the timber;
Thought that here he'd live alone,
Shoot the big buck with his arrow
Spear the beauties from the stream,
Cut the wood to build his fire,
Broil his fish and steak, and dream;

Well content within this woodland
Such a heaven to fulfill.

Dovm the river was White Rapidse.

Up the river was Chalk Hill,

¥Where the northern pike and walleyes
Lived in waters foaming white,

Broke the water for their freedom,
But to Joe would lose their fight.

I1

Bast and west of old Menominee,

Oh its banks, here low, there high,
Stealing softly through the timber
Men with guns are passing by.

Why this troop, why these invaders
In the woods along the shore?
There's no war, no hostile Indians
As in stirring days of yore.

Oli OLD MENOMINEE
Written by Panl Krueger, Chalk Hills

23

Yet each fall these men, this army,
Make the woods like thunder roar:
Joe DeCota could not stop them,
Game by scores away they bore.

.Then in spring a waole battalion,

T ~~—Z=Not with arms, but rod and reel,

Y 4 -
IR }% :

Caught the walleyes, speckled beauties,
Took them all to fill their creel.

i, these white men plenty selfishl
Joe Delota felt less free,

And he looked off through the pine woods
For as far as he could see.

Then he heard a woodsman's ax

And the cruel saw's whining sound;

Joe DeCota's heart beat faster

As a tree sank to the ground.

Through the eighties to the nineties,
Timber fell like twigs of brush;

All around his cabin home

Fines were logged off with a rush.
Huh! This Injun gonna leave here,

No more beaver, no more mink,

No more buck, yes, no more forestld
Injun gonna starve, I think.




III
Joe went to a reservaticn
With his followers to live,
Left his cabin to a woodman,
He had nothing else to give.
White men stripped the forest from him
Made him live a lonely life:
Of his treasures he had nothing
But his arrows, bow, and knife.

Many moons and many seasons

Passed by slowly now for Joe.
Growing old he slowly withered,

Wnen he walked, he'd cough and blow;

In his wigwam by his camp fire
With the embers burning low,
Indian voices sang at passing,

Happy hunting ground he go.

v o
On the long path, skyward wending, == 2

Toward Great Spirit's Land went Joe, 'f
Leaning forward, looking ocutward __-_..._M )
To his land of long ago, 5 f_dz‘f)_

As he muttered, Heap big difference/ — kT
Since the day when I was there;
Now the river bottom's changed.
Scenes take on a different air.

i

Poplar brush and willow bushes
Where the big trees used to grow.
Here a rabbit, there a partridge

Yhere in droves they once would g0

- - .
Lots of deer and lots of fisghes
As in many moonsg ago —-—

A spirit's prayer, this Indian wishes -~
Please, #hite Man, restors them sol

All is strange to Joe DeCota

As he pauses for awhile;

The only timber he sees standing
Are the trees on Sylvan Isles

No more creel: now near his cabin,
But a bay he sees instead.

No more ranids, but calm waters,

The spirit turns away his head,.

North of Chalk Hills Lake Miscauno,
Big Lake Rosebush to the south,
Then White Rapids, then the river
Flowing slowly toward its mouth.
Wnen he sees his empty home

There is left no room for doubt,
Though beyond are monstrous cabins
From which whirling waters spout.




From a giant castle towering

At Chalk Hills as in old tales;
Joe hears mighty pulses throbbing
Like the beat of heavy flails,

At White Bapids is another,

Built zlong the Gothic linej

What a contrast to his cabin
¥ith its hewn logs made of pinel

Fo more Indian camps or wigwams
Yow stand grouped along the shore.
From Menominee river valley

They are gone forevermore;

But instead at Northern 3alsams
Something stirs Joe to the core,

Landscaped homes with lavns and shrubs

Have other beauty than before.

No more pony tracks or footpaths,
No more dog teams pulling sleds,
Fo more pole trails or log bridges
Webbing forest ways with threads
Long wide highways built of gravel
{Some are made of white cement

On which modern autos travel)
Cover trails where Indians went.

.

Py

Now men even cross the river

On a bridge fit for a Iking,

Yot by canoe pushed with paddle

Or a raft pulled by a string,

All this glory, ease, and nleasure
To poor Joe confusion bring

And he asks aloud the ocuestion

Vhat great white man did tiis thing?

Near the lake callad Winnebago

Lived the great white caief waose thought
Helped transform the red man's heaven
¥Where the Indians dwelt and vroughte

- L .
Heap good man, the zreat white chieftaind

Feap wise man by deeds is imown
Doi ood for everybody
Not just for himself aloneld






