
April 19, 1976 

The Marr1uctte County 'l'd X l\ lloc.ition llo.ird Met in the County 

Courthouse on Hpril 19 , 1976, at 1:00 p.m. 

Present wen~ Thomc1s · McN abn, J:dward Downey , \1es lcy t-iat tson, 

l',ndrcw Delanq P. lo, J .1mes :..,odercJren , l!of)e Y. Trapp r1nc 1·,ayne Maki 

(representing Intermediclte ~chools) .:rnd Henry f ,. :; kewis • .'\bsent: 

ll omcr l i 1 ton, Jr. 

Letters of appointment rilaced on file aml oi\ths of 

of f ice given to all nenbers except Homer ll ilton, Jr . (who was 

absent) 

The Clerk, Iicnry l',. Skewis, called for nomin ations f or 

Chairman of the Tax ,\!location Doar<l . ,~, ndrew Delan(lelo nomin c1 t cd 

Thomas }1c.N abb . 'l'here being no f urther nomin<1 tion .s , it .;as moved 

by Hope Y. Trapp , supported by l~ dw.1rd Downey and carrie~l , thi'lt 

nominations he closed and a unanimous hnllot be ca.st f or '!:' homas 

1-i. c Nabh. 

Nr. McNabb was seated as Chairman and call e d for nor.1inations 

for Vice Chairman. James Sodergren nominated I 'ope Y. '.!.' rc1 p p. T here 

being no further nomin a tions, it wa!., noved by imdrew :Je lange lo, 

supported by i,esley Mattson and carried, that nonin a tions be closed 

and a unanimous bal lot be cast for liope Y. T rapp fo r Vice Chair-

person. 

: discussion was held on usinCJ a new f orm, su(_Jq estec1 h y the 

State Treasury Dept ., f or recording townsl1ip budgets next year . 

l t wus moved b y Ho pe Y. l.' rcipp, supported b y L<lwar c1 :Jo,•:ney .:1nd 

carried, tha t this f orm be permitted as long as all townships 

keep t h em uni f orm . 

A communication from the Har0,uette County T ownship _·._ssocia-

tion regarding establishing fixed millage wc1s read. ' he letter 

req ues ted that the following fixed millages be set by p lacing the 

issue on the ballot in November, 197G: 

County of Maro uette 
Townships 
Int. Sch ool Districts 
School Districts 

Total 

6.85 mills 
1.50 mills 
.245nills 

G.405 nills 

15.00 mills 

'l'he Clerk, Henry , . • Skewis, was instructed to seek a !Jrose-

cu ting 1\ t torney' s opinion on the proper method to place this on 

the ballot and to ask the Prosecuting i~ttorney, Gary .. alker, to 

meet with the Tax Allocation Board on May 4, 1976, at 1:00 p.m. 

to answer questions on the matter. 

House Bill ii6007 , the bill that could ch,mge the 'l'ax , \!loca-

tion fJoard to allow for 9 members inste a d of B and allow 2 tO\•m-

ship sup(:! rvisors to serve ,u; r'art of the 9-man Bo a r d , was re ,i d 

and placed on file . 

It was decided tha t Nay 4 , 1976 , would he d cs i c.1 n atcd as a 

study dny f0r the Tc1 x 1\ lloc ,1 t i on Board ,rnd the me e ting will be 

held at 1:00 p.m. in the courthouse. May 17, l :)7G , at 1: 0 0 p . m. 

is dilte set for the meeting to determine l 'reliminary i ,llocations . 

l ' incil Allocations must be made by June 7, 1976, at 1: 00 p . m. 

A discussion wc1s held on any additional material needed f or 

the study meeting. It was moved by James Sodergren, supported by 

Edward Downey and carried, that the followi ng materiaL be re-

quested from all school districts: 
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"Compl e t e breakdown of salc-iri e s <1ccorcling to Ui s trict 
S alary ~ichcd ul e as s hown in illl r.1 i1 s te r il (J r e ements f or rl ll 
uclmini str,1 t o rs, t e,lche r .s , non-t eachers <1 nd cl e rical plu s 
the'¼ o f cos t o f f ring e bene f its ." 

,·,yes: 
hays: 

~;oderq r e n, T r ;,pp, t-L1tt:.on o nd Downey. 
i·, c No b b, DeL:rngelo a nd ;;J c1ki. 

. . 

Ed wa nl 'iJ o wn e y :Spo ~ e on th e r os s ihilit y o f r e v isi n <J the scho ol 
d istrict r eportin(J f orms r; o t h;i t the o b ove in f or r.1c1 tio11 ,-:ould b e 
submitt e d on th e same form. 

The r e b e ing no f urthc~r ~ usin e ss t o com e b e f ore tlH~ !10 2 n ..l , 
it was moved oy Ed ,,.;a rcl 1.J mmey, .s u pport ed b y !:o r e Y. ' 'ra . )p .1 n d 
carried, tho t the me e ting be c1djourn e d until hay fl , 1 9 76, a t 1: 00 
p. m. 

Respe ctfully submitt e d , 

HLK ltY ,-. . S KC,IIS, County Cle rk 



May 4, 1976 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met in the Conference Room 
of the Courthouse on May 4, 1976, at 1:00 p.m. 

Present were: Thomas McNabb, James Sodergren, Hope Y. Trapp, Westley 
Mattson, Homer Hilton, Jr., Frank Mead, Edward Downey, Andrew DelAngelo 
and County Cle rk, He nry A. Skewis. Also several school superintendents, 
William Michelin of the Marquette County Townships Association, and Pros. 
Attorney Gary Walker. · 

Materials regarding school administrators, teachers and non-teaching 
personnel salary schedules and fringe benefits, and a revised county 
budget for 1977 were received and di s tributed. 

Chairman McNabb set the following ground rules for this meeting, with 
the approval of the Allocation Board. 

1. Discussion will be limited to Board members unless agreed upon 
as otherwise by all Board members. 

Prosecuting Attorney, Gary Walker, was asked to explain the various 
methods necessary to replace allocated millage with fixed millage. Hr. 
Walker explained the choices allowed to place this on the ballot. 

A request was made by Mr. Frank Mead to investigate how the 1 mill 
special education millage would be approved. 

The meeting was opened to discussion by board members. The topics 
of discussion were: 

1. Fixed millage decision will be made at final meeting of the allo-
cation board. 

2. Lengthy discussion on the need for such a large budget for the 
Sheriff and Jail Dept. It was established that the average number of 
prisoners in the county jail for April was 38 per day. 

3. Discussion on the need for such a large Juvenile or Youth Home 
was held. It was establis hed that the only charges that can be made to 
an outside county for youth treatment would be a charg e for room and 
board. 

4. A discussion was held regarding the larger school districts try-
ing to annex small school districts and thereby reduce costs of operation. 

5. Mention was made that Marquette Alger Intermediate School Special 
Education Budget had an increase of 12% for operation and salaries. 

6. The board was advised that Intermediate Schools now receive a 
small part of the swamp tax monies now going to school districts. 

7. Notice wa s made th a t all cou n t y budg e ts have b een par e d by the 
Budget and Executive Committee and now show a need of 8.65 mills. 

The meeting was opened to public discussion at this point. 

l. Gene DeKeyser, Supt. of the Rock Public Schools, made comment 
on hi s s chool d istrict being in two counti es wi th its final allocation 
being set by Ma rquette County. 

2. Alan Olds, Supt. of Ishpe ming Hiqh School, spoke on the effect 
any l ess mil la~e tha n i s r e c e ived now would ha ve on Ishpeming School 
District an<l the benefits it receives from Sec. 143. 

3. Henry Bothwell, Supt. of Marquette Public Schools, stated that 
he is in favor of fixed millage so that all will know what to expect 
and how to use the fixed millage best in each budget. 

4. Phil Thorsen, of Gwinn Area Schools, stated that now unemploy-
ment compensation is paid only by sehool districts and this cost could 
amount to .3 mills. 
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5. Norman Goethe, Supt. of NICE School District, had no comment, but 

reserved his privilege to speak. 

6. William Michelin, 9f Marquette Coun~y Townshi p Association, had 

no comment at this time. 

7. James Sodergren spoke at length on township problems. These 

include: 

1. Availability of land for development. 

2. Solid Waste Disposal System. 

3. Zoning ordinance enforcement. 

4. Sewer and water systems and county water authority. 

5. Mandatory audits by State Treasury Dept. each year. 

6. Street and road maintenance. 

7. Construction of township roads and the fact that this 

construction is done on a 50/50 basis. Costs shared 

equally by county and townships. 

8. Frank Mead spoke on the need of proper forms so that all town-

ships will be better able to establish its own budgets, and also to have 

a standard form for school district reporting of its budgets. 

Preliminary allocations of millage for all units of government will 

be set at the May 17, 1976, meeting. This meeting will take place at 

1:00 p.m. at the Marquette City Council Chambers in the Marquette City 

Hall. 

Public Hearing on final allocations will be held on Nay 25, 1976, 

at 1:00 p.m. 

There being no further business to come before the board, it. was 

moved by Edward Downey, supported by James Sodergren and carried, that 

the meeting be adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY A. SKEWIS, Clerk of 
Tax Allocation Board 
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May 17, 1976 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met in the Marquette 
City llall on May 17, 1976, at 1_:00 p.m. 

Present: Thomas McNabb, Chrm., Hope Y. Trapp, James F. 
Sodergren, Edward Downey, Jr., Homer Hilton, Jr., Frank Mead, 
Andrew Delangelo, Westley Mattson and Henry ;~. Skewis, Clerk. 

Chairman McNabb called for comments from the floor in regard 
to the setting of Preliminary Allocation mi l lages. 

The combined school districts submitted a formula for figur-
ing state aid to school districts. It was th e formula used by a 
basic district receiving no other taxes except advelorem taxes. 
The presentation was made by Mr. Julius Tixiani, Business Manager 
of the Marquett~ Public Schools. 

Comments were made by William Vietala, Richmond Township 
Supervisor; Berle LaPin, Champion Township Supervisor; John Olson, 
Michigamme Township Supervisor; Henry Adams, l{epublic Township 
Supervisor; Clayton Anderson, Marquette County Board Chairman; 
Ray Northey, Negaunee Public Schools; John Beerling, Superintendant 
of County Road Commission; James Sodergren and Hope Y. Trapp. 

Chairman McNabb opened the meeting for motioris to set the 
County Allocated Millage. 
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It was moved by James Sodergren, supported by Hope Trapp, 
that the County Millage be set at 7.5 mills. This motion was de-
feated. Ayes: • Sodergren, Trapp and Mattson. Nays: Hilton, 
McNabb, Downey, Mead and Delangelo. 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Homer Hilton, that 
the County Millage be set at 6.55 mills. This motion was defeated. 
Ayes: Hilton, Mead and Delangelo. ~ays: McNabb, Downey, Trapp, 
Sodergren and Mattson. 

It was moved by James Sodergren, supported by IIope Trapp, that 
the County Millage be set at 7.2 mills. This motion was defeated. 
Ayes: Trapp and Sodergren. Nays: Mattson, Hilton, Downey, McNabb 
and Delangelo. 

It was moved by Hope Trapp, supported by James Sodergren, that 
the County Millage be set at 7.0 mills. The motion was defeated. 
Ayes: Trapp, Sodergren and Mattson. Nays: McNabb, Downey, Mead, 
Delangelo and Hilton. 

It was moved by Andrew Delangelo, supported by Thomas McNabb, 
that the County Millage be set at 6.70 mills. The motion was de-
feated. 11. yes : Hilton, Heac..l, Delang e l o and .Hc~ a bb. Nays: ·Sod ergren, 
Trapp, Downey a nd Mattson. 

It was moved by Edward Down e y, su pport e d by Wesley Mattson, 
that the County Millage be set at 6.85 mills. This motion was de-
feated. Ayes: Mattson, Downey and McNabb. Nays: Head, Delangelo, 
Hi l t.on , Sod e rgr e n and Trapp. 

It was moved by Frank Head, supported by Andrew Uelangelo, 
that the County Millage be set at 6.75 mills. The motion was de-
feated. Ayes: McNabb, Head, Hilton and Uelangelo. Nays: Sodergren, 
Trapp, Downey and Mattson. 

It was moved by Hope Trapp, supported by James Sodergren, that 
the County Millage be set at 6.9 mills. This motion was defeated. 
Ayes: Trapp and Sodergren. Nays: McNabb, Hilton, Mead, Delangelo, 
Uowney and Mattson. 

It was moved by Wesley Mattson, supported by Thomas McNabb, 
that the County Millage be set at 6.80 mills. This motion carried 
and County Millage was set at 6.80. 
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It was moved by !-'rank Mead, supported by Edwa rd Uowney and 

carried, that the Intermediate School Millage be s et at .235. 

The following preliminary millages were 'set by various motions. 

Marquette County 
Intermediate Schools 

Champion Township 
£ly " 
Ishpeming 11 

Humboldt " 
Tilden " 

NICE School District 
Ewing Township 
Turin 11 

Rock River School District 
Forsyth Township 
West Branch" 
~kandia 11 

Gwinn Area Schools 
Sands Township 
Marquette Township 

Marquette Township Schools 
Michigamme Township 
Republic 11 

Republic-Michigamme Schools 
Negaunee Township 
Richmond " 

Negaunee Public Schools 
Powell Township 

Powell Township Schools 
1-.rells Township 

Wells Township Schools 
Chocolay Township 

Marquette City Schools 
Ishpeming City Schools 
Special Education 

Preliminary hllocated Millages 
6.80 

.235 
1.35 
l. 35 
1.35 
1.35 
l. 35 
G.615 
1.00 
1.00 
6.965 
1.15 
1.15 
1.15 
6.815 
None 
1.15 
6.815 
1.37 
1.37 
6.595 
1.15 
1.15 
6.815 
1.8 
6.165 
1.15 
6.815 
None 
7.965 
7.965 
1.00 

(Charter) 

A discussion was held on the question "Does a township automaticly 

get 1.00 mills if it submits a budget or does the township also have to 

·establish need of the 1.00 mill?" 

Chairman Thomas McNabb will check for an opinion from the Prosecut-

ing Attorney on this question. 

It was moved by Edward Downey, supported by Andrew Delangelo and 

carried, that the meeting be adjourned and a meeting date of May 25, 

1976, be set for hearing t e stimony on f ina l allocation. 

Respe ctfully submitted, 

~/ /, '/ /' 'J_,{J.- t .r I \ c' C <J -~ 

Henry A. Skewis 
Clerk of Allocat ion Board 
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May 25, 1976 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met in the Commissioners 
Room of the Marquette City Hall on May 25, 1976, at 1:00 p.m. 

Present: Thomas McNabb, Edward llowney, Jr., Wesley Mattson, 
Hope Y. Trapp, James Sodergren, Homer Hilton, Jr., Frank Mead, 
Andrew Delangelo and Henry A. Skewis, County Clerk, also various 
township and school officials. 

The meeting was opened for discussion by Chairman Thomas McNabb. 

A letter from Sands Township Supervisor, Earl Yelle, was read. 
It indicated that Sands Township was .in error in not submitting a 
proper budget. They had neglected to deleat from their budget 
Sl9,058.00 of items no longer received as revenue. Mr. Earl Yelle 
commented on this and asked that the budget be amended to show this 
and that the Township of Sands receive 1.0 mills. Mr. Gary Walker, 
Prosecuting Attorney, advised the Tax Allocation Hoard that an Attorney 
General's Opinion, #4300, stated that they could not accept a revised 
budget aft~r preliminary allocations were set and that, unless a town-
ship showed need for allocated millage, the 1.0 mill could not be 
granted. 

It was moved by Mr. Uowney, supported by Mr. McNabb, that the 
final allocation bet set in the identical amounts as the preliminary· 
allocation. Under discussion, the following comments were made by 
the persons named. 

Mr. Mead. In a study of Michigan's 83 counties, 70 of the 83 
set their county allocated millage lower than school allocated millaqe 
last year and giving Marquette County 6.8 mills is not a fair exchange 
as all school districts would lose millage. 

Mr. Sodergren. School districts should declare their cash 
balances on hand at end of school year (MCL 211.209). Mr. Sodergren 
distributed copies of four school budgets (Ishpeming, Nice, Marquette 
and Negaunee) and showed where these school districts had not declared 
the proper advelorem taxes to be paid each school district and they 
had not declared all of their state aid. He gave a lengthy presenta-
tion and stated that he felt the school budgets did not reflect their 
need properly. He said his figures were open for correction if the 
school districts could show where he was in error. 

Mr. Delangelo stated that cash balances at the end of the year 
were not figured in school budgets because the school was only using 
this money, acting as an agent, for teachers' salaries during the 
summer months. He said that the Nice School ~is trict h ad not levied 
one mill of the extra voted millage last year because it was not 
needed. It will, however, be needed and levied this year. 

Mr. Mead stated that the cash balances were nec es s ary becaus e 
the school district budqets are for the school fiscal year and the y 
receive their taxes on the annual year. Schools need these cash 
balances to carry them through until they receive their taxes or they 
would have to borrow at a high rate of interest. 

Mrs. Trapp stated that the figures supplied by Mr. Sodergren and 
the county showed that not all schools had submitted budqets that did 
not include all of their tax income. Negaunee Schools h ;1d really de-
clared more tax income than they would get. She felt that with cash 
balances, the schools had a cushion on each end of the school year, 
and quoted several news items of last year, during wage negotiations, 
and the amounts of school cash balances on hand at that time. 

Mr. Uowney stated that the county was getting Revenue Sharing money 
that could be used for operational expenses rather than for bonds and 
interest on building construction. Mr. ~odergren remarked that county 
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revenue sharing money had been earmarked for construction bonds and 

interest from the very start, and that the renovation of the older 

part c;>f the courthouse would cost a conside'rable amount. 

Mr. McNabb stated that he was aware pf this but the Board should 

also be aware that revenue sharing money could also be used for 

operational costs if necessary, not just for capital outlay. }ir. 

Mead stated the County Treasurer, James Sodergren, should be com-

mended for work done on the budgets. Mr. Hilton stated that he 

could not accept Mr. ~odergren's figures on the amount of state aid 

that school districts would receive. He felt, at best, these figures 

were only an educated guess. 

Mr. Uowney called for the question and the motion carried 5 to 

3, and the following votes were tabulated: 

Ayes: McNabb, Downey, Mead, Hilton and Delangelo. 

Nays: Sodergren, Tapp and Mattson. 

The passing of this motion set the final allocated millages 

as follows: 

Marquette County 
Intermediate Schools 
Champion Township 
Ely Township 
Ishpeming Township 
Humboldt Township 
Tilden Township 
Nice School District 
Ewing Township 
Turin Township 
Rock River School District 
Forsyth ·r ownship 
West Branch Township 
Skandia Township 
Gwinn Area Schools 
Sands Township 
Marquette Township 
Marquette Township Schools 
Michigamme Township 
Republic Township 
Republic-Michigamme Schools 
Negaunee Township 
Richmond Township 
Negaunee Public Schools 
Powell Township 
Powell Township Schools 
Wells Township 
1,,e lls Townsh i p Schoo ls 
Chocolay Township 
Marquette City Schools 
Ishpeming City Schools 
Special Education 

6.80 
.235 

1.35 
1.35 
1.35 
1.35 " 
1.35 
6.615 
1.00 
1.00 
6.965 
1.15 
1.15 
1.15 
6.815 
None 
1.15 
6.815 
1.37 
1.37 
6.595 
1.15 
1.15 
6.815 
1.8 
6.165 
1.15 
6.815 
None (Charter) 
7. 965 
7.965 
1.00 

Mr. Earl Yel le, Sands " ownship Supervi s or , stated that he fel t 

sure Sands Township would appeal this decision on final allocation. 

He also fel t that the, llocation Board should take action to put th e 

question of f ixed millaqe on the .Novemh e r, 1976, ballot. He stated 

the Allocation Board's actions reminded him o f a group of children 

haggling over a bag of candy. Mr. ~odergren agreed with Mr. Yelle 

and then moved that the Tax Allocation lloard take the proper action 

to place the fixed millage question on the November, 1976, election 

ballot, and the the proposal set the millages as follows for a three 

year period: 

County 
Schools 
'l'ownship 
Intermediate Schools 

6.85 
6.405 
1.5 

.245 
15.000 Mills 

1 
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This motion was supported by Mr. Mead for discussion purposes. 

After a short discussion this motion was defeated by a roll call vote 

5 to 3. 

Ji yes: Sodergren, Trapp and M~ttson. 

Nays: Mead, Hilton, McNabb, Delangelo and Downey. 

A discussion was held on the length of time that fixed millage 

should be set for. It was moved by Mr. Sodergren, supported by Mrs. 

Trapp, that a fixed millage proposal be placed on the November, 1976, 

ballot for a three year period. It was mentioned under discussion 

that an opinion from the ~rosecuting Attorney should be asked for as 

to whether a ·two year period would allow the Tax Allocation Board to 

stay in exist~nce and, if so, would this not be a better way to go. 

The fixed millage in the motion was: 

County 
Schools 
Townships 
Intermediate Schools 

7.125 
7.125 
1.5 

.25 
16.00 Mills 

A roll call vote was held and the motion was defeated 4 to 4. 

Ayes: Sodergren, Trapp, Hilton and Delangelo 

Nays: Mattson, Mead, McNabb and Downey. 

Mr. Downey and Mr McNabb stated they did not feel that the tax-

payers in the three cities should pay the extra mill difference be-

tween the 15 mills allowed and the 16 mills in the motion, as the cities 

received no extra benefits from this extra mill. 

After further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Mead, supported by 

Mr. uowney, that the following proposal be placed on the November, 

1976, ballot and the proper arrangements for this be made by the 

County Clerk, 

County 
Schools 
Townships 
Intermediate Schools 

6.85 
6.50 
1.42 

.23 
15.00 Mills 

and that it be fixed for a two year period. 

A ten minute recess was called for by Mr. Downey and agreed to 

by the other members of the Allocation Uoard. After the recess the 

above motion passed 5 to 3. 

Ayes: 
Nays: 

Mattson, Sod e rgren, 'l' r app , McNabb and Uowney 

Mead, Hilton and Delangelo 

It was then moved by Nr. Hattson, supported by Mr . iJelangelo 

and carried, that the meeting adjourn. 

Hespectfully submitted, 

. ~'"1-t• {( j,1:lv•-
f 

HENRY A. SKEWIS, Clerk of 
Tax Allocation Board 
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September 7, 1976 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met on September 

7, 1976, at 1: 30 p.m., in the Marquette City Hall, in Special 

Session. 

Present: Thomas McNabb, Edward Downey, Frank Mead, ,,ndrew 

Delangelo, Hope Trapp, Jame s Sodergren, Homer Hilton, Jr •• Wesley 

Mattson and Henry A. Skewis. - Also present were Natalie Henderson, 

Treasurer of Sands Township, William Michelin, Township adviso~ and 

an interested citizen from -Sands Township who wished to be unnamed. 

The meeting was called to ord~r by Thomas McNabb, Chairman, 

and roll call was taken, finding all members present. 

Mr. McNabb informed the Tax Allocation Board of the tax 

tribunal hearing in regard to Sands Township's appeal on action of 

the Tax Allocat i on Hoard. 

A discussion was held on the preliminary hearing held on this 

matter in Lansing, Michigan, on August 9, 1976, and kind of testi-

mony that was taken; Mr. Sodergren had been subpoenaed to testify, 

by Peter Shumar, attorney foe Sands Township. He informed the 

Board of his testimony. Mr. Gary Walker represented the Tax Alloca-

. tion Board at this hearing and he listed the options that are avail-

able to the Tax Allocation Board for the October 12-13, 1976, hearing 

to be held in Lansing. 

1. Do you support all the action of the Tax Allocation 
Board as finalized in May, 1976? 

2. Is there some middle ground that the Board would take 
a st a nd on? 

Marquette Public Schools has filed a petition as an Intervenor 

in the action "Sands Township vs. Marauette County Tax Allocation 

Board'' and are represented by Mr. Robert Thrun of Lansing, Michig a n. 

It was determined that Gary Walker would continue to represent 

the Tax Allocation Board and the meeting was then closed to the 

public so that directions could be given him as to action the Tax 

Allocation Board would decide to take in the legal matter. 

Mr. Michelin, Mrs. Henderson and the interested person from 

Sands Township were then asked to leave the meeting. 

The meeting then proceeded under Public Act of the Public 

Acts of 19 , as a meeting closed to the public because of the dis-

cussion of privileged in f ormation in regard to leg al ~atters . 

Respectfully submitted, 

) -~tv M,) {,,_ ~l.L V'.,-A< 

H~Y A. SKEwIS, Clerk 
Tax Allocation Doard 

) 



~eptember 7, 1976 

Continuation of privileged information section of meeting 
under P.A. of the Public Acts of 19 • 

The Board was informed by Gary Walker that Robert Thrun had 
advised the Marquette Public Schools to affect a settlement out 
of court with Sands Township. It was determined by Gary Walker 
that school districts have the legal authority to settle lawsuits 
out of court and this situation is similar in its action. 

Mr. Walker outlined a procedure that the Tax Allocation Board 
could use before the October 12-13, 1976, hearing. It would be for 
the Tax Allocation Board to ask for an injunction in the Ingham County 
Circuit Court to stay the proceedings of the tax tribunal because the 
appeal by Sands Township was filed improperly and untimely. 

It was moved by Frank Mead and supported by Edward Downey, and 
carried by a roll call vote, that if Sands Township and the Marquette 
Public Schools can reach a reasonable settlement, the Tax Allocation 
Board also accept the settlement. Reasonable was defined as between 
$3800.00 and $10,000.00, or $3800.00 plus reasonable attorney fees. 

Ayes: Downey, Mead, Mattson, Delangelo, Hilton and McNabb. 

Nays: Sodergren and Trapp. 

The question then became: 
made? 0 

0 What happens if no settlement is 

It was moved by Edward Downey, supported by Homer Hilton and 
carried, that if Gary Halker, the attorney for the Tax Allocation 
Board, does not have confirmation of a settlement between Sands 
Township and the Marquette Public Schools by October l, 1976, he 
then be authorized to use the best and most effective legal judg-
ment for the protection of the Tax Allocation Board's actions. 

All members voted aye. 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Homer Hilton and 
carried, that Gary Walker select persons of his choosing to attend 
the October 12-13, 1976, hearing in Lansing, expenses to be paid by 
Marauette County through the Tax Allocation Board budget. 

All members voted aye. 
It was moved by James Sodergren, supported by Homer Hilton and 

carried, that the Tax Allocation Board have its clerk submit an 
amended 1976 budqet to the County Budget and Executive Committee to 
reflect the extra costs involved in the legal matter concerning Sands 
Township vs. Marquette County Tax Allocation Board. 

All members voted aye. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, it 
was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Andrew Delanqelo and carried, 
that the meeting adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 
. I 

~- I Ill .. u i., t, -v-1 u(A)", 

HENRY A. SKEWIS, Clerk 
Tax Allocation Board 
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April 18, 1977 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met in the Clerk's 
Conference Room on April 18, 1977, at 1:00 p.m. 

Board members were introduced by County Clerk, Henry A. Skewis. 

The County Clerk read the call for the meeting and letters of 
appointment for various board members. Thomas McNabb, Jayne Hiebel, 
William Pietila, Robert H. DeRoche and Lewis Faust. Members Clayton 
Anderson, James F. Sodergren and Frank Mead do not need letters of 
appointment because the statutes designate their membership as that 
of the person holding their particular offices. 

Roll call was held finding: 

Present: Thomas McNabb, Jayne Hiebel, Frank Mead, Lewis Faust, 
James F. Sodergren, Robert H. DeRoche, William Pietila and Clayton 
Anderson. 

All members were given the oath of office by County Clerk, Henry 
A. Sk~wis. 

County Clerk, Henry A. Skewis, declared nominations open for 
Chairperson for the year 1977-78. 

William Pietila nominated James Sodergren. Robert DeRoche 
nominated Thomas McNabb. James Sodergren nominated Robert H. 
DeRoche. 

It was moved by Frank Head, supported by Lewis Faust and unani-
mously carried that nominations be closed, a vote taken and the vote 
tabulated. 

James F. Sodergren 
Robert H. DeRoche 
Thomas McNabb 

1 Vote 
3 Votes 
4 Votes 

Thomas McNabb was declared elected and was seated as Chairperson. 

Chairman McNabb declared nominations open for Vice-Chairperson. 

Clayton Anderson nominated Robert H. DeRoche. Robert H. DeRoche 
nominated James F. Sodergren. 

It was moved by Jayne Hiebel, supported by Frank Mead and unani-
mously• carried that nominations be closed, the vote taken and tabula-
ted. 

Robert H. DeRoche 
James F. Sodergren 

5 Votes 
3 Votes 

Presentation of budget copies and associated material was made 
by County Clerk, Henry A. Skewis. 

William Pietila asked for a clarification of the basic amounts 
allowed under the statute for units of government. It was established 
that if a unit of government shows need for allocated monies, a mini-
mum of: 

Unit 
Townships 
County 
Schools 

to be applied where necessary 

Minimum if Need Established 
1 Mill 
J Mills 
4 Mills 
8 Hills 
7 Mills 

-g Mills (allowable) 

A discussion of meeting dates ·was held and the following meeting 
dates established: 

13 
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It was moved by Lewis Faust, supported b y Robert DeRoche and 
unanimously carried, that a meeting be held on Ma y 2, 1977, at 7:00 
p.rn. on the second floor of the County Courthouse , at which time the 
groups of units of government (township, schoo ls , county and inter-
mediate schools) will have one representative each to provide infor-
mation in regard to that group's tax . allocat ion. This meeting will 
be designated as an informational meeting or educa tional meeting. 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Clayton l\nderson and 
carried, that a meeting be held on May 16, 1 9 77 , a t 7:00 p.m. on 
the second floor of the Courthouse to set the r e l iminary Orders 
of Allocation. 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Le wis Faust and unani-
mously carried, that a meeting be held on May 24 , 1977, at 7:00 
p.m., on second floor of the Courthouse, to hear discussion from 

1
. 

the various units of government on the preliminary orde rs and any 
reason for change, and that if the final orders of allocation are 
noy made at this meeting, then a meeting will be held on May 26, 
1977, at 7:00 p.m. on second floor of the Courthouse, at which time 
Final Orders of Allocation will be made. 

James F. Sodergren requested copies of the report of actual ex-
penditures and revenues of school districts for fiscal year ending 
June, 1976. 

Lewis Faust requested the actual 1975 and 1976 statements of 
taxes collected for each of the units of government. 

Public Comment section was opened by Chairman Mc Nabb. No commen t 
was made and Public Comment section was closed. 

A discussion was held as to whether or not alternates could b e 
designated and seated when a board me~ber is absent from a meeting. 
The Prosecutor, Gary L. Walker, will be asked for an opinion on 
this matter prior to the May 2, 1977, meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the board, it was 
moved by James F. Sodergren, supported by William Pietila and carried, 
that the meeting . be adjourned. 

The meeting was reconvened by a motion by Jayne Hi e bel, supported 
by Lewis Faust and carried, to discuss the use of alternates to replace 
members who may not be able to attend the regular meetings. The 
Prosecuting Attorney, Ga ry L. Walke r, will be contacted and his 
opinion will be expected for the May 2, 1977, meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the board, it was 
mov ed by Lewis Faust , s u ppor ted by ¥ r ank ~ead and c a r ri ed , tha t the 
meeting be adjourned. 

, 1 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hl::NRY l\. SK£1H S 
Clerk of Tax Allocation 
Board 



.May 2, 197'I 

The Marr:uet te County Tax Allocation Board met on r icty 2 , 1977 at 7; 00 P . !1. 

in the Circuit Court Hoom of the Marquetee County Courthouse . 

The call of the mcetinr; was read by Clerk, Henry /, :.;k.··1-;is, i' allowed by 
roll call. !'resent were: Thomas ~-lcNabb, Jayne Heibel , !-'r a nk Head , James F. 
Sodergren, Lewis Faust, Hobert H. DeHoche, Wm. Pietela, Glayton J. Anderson 
and Henry A Ske~ds. 

A Corrummication from the I-rarquette County Prosecuting Attorney, Gary L. 
Walker, regarding the inadvisability of a llowing altern:1.tc s on the tax · 
allocation board, was read and noted . 

A Communication f :·om Tilden Tm·mship Doard asking tha t their budget 
subzp.ittcc to the tax allocation board , be corrected to show an expense 
of 1

18,070 for road fund eKpense ,rather than the ;J, 17,COO , as stateci , wa s read, 

and ·placed on file, and the proper changes made in the budget . 

Presentation of additional mnterial that was requested, was rnaade by 
Clerk, Henry A Skewis . 

A presentation in support of the Intermediate School appeal for allocation 
was made by Hr, Wayne Haki, of the Intermediate School District . 

A presentation on behalf of all school districts, tp support their 
need for allocated millage, was made by their representative Er, Julius Tiziani , 
of the Marquette Public Schools. 

n. • 
A presentation on behalf of the Marquette County need for allocated 

millage, was 1rade by the County repeesenta tiv~ , , :-.:r. Gary ~oder, County Cont-
roller. 

A presentation on behalf of all townships, supporting their need for 
allocated millage, was made by Hr . Wm. Hichelin , of the ~;arquet te County 
Townships Assoc . 

Chairman AcNabb declared the meeting open to any other public com11ent, none 

was forthcoming , and the public cor:unent section ·.·ras declared cl osed. 

'inere being no further business to come b ;:•fore this board, it was moved 
by Hr. i"aust, supported by Hr . DeRoche and carried that the meeting be 
adjourned. 

••espe_ctfully submitted 

a A ~k . enry :::> ewis 
Tax Allocation Board Clerk 
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Motion 
#1 

Motion 
#2 

Motion 
#3 

May 16, 1977 

The Marquett e County Tax Allocation B~ard met on May 16, 1977, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the County Courthouse. 

Roll call was held finding, 
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Present: Thomas McNabb, Jayne Hiebel, Fr ~nk Me ad, ~Jilliam Pietila, 
James Sodergren, Clayton Anderson, Lewis Faust , kobert 11. DeRoche and 
Henry A. Skewis. 

Reading of the "call of the meeting" was r:i ade b y County Clerk, 
Henry"· Skewis. 

It was moved by Lewis Faust, su pported by Clayton Anderson and 
carried unanimously, that the minutes of the i~pril 18, 1977, and May 
2, 1977, meetings be approved. 

Chairman McN a bb opened the meeting for public comment. None was 
forthcoming and Chairman McNabb declared the public comment section 
closed. 

Some additional material from the County, Gwinn Area Schools, 
Richmond Township and the In t ermediate Schools, was presented for 
distribution to the Board. 

It .was moved by James Sodergren, supported by Clayton J. t~nderson, 
that the prelimin a ry allocations b e set in the s ame amounts as las t 
year's final alloc a tion. Roll call was held a nd t h e motion wa s d e -
feated. 

Ayes: Sodergren and Anderson 
Nays: McNabb, Hiebel, Mead, F aust, Pietila and DeRoche 

It was moved by Lewis Faust, supported by Frank Mead, that the 
prelimina ry millages be set as follows: 

County 
Intermediate Schools 
Townships & Schools 

6.415 
.235 

8.350 (to be spread in proportion to 
the amounts received last ye ar, 
except Sands Township to r ece ive 
1. 000 ;rnd Marq uette Public ~chools 
to receiv e 7.350) 

It was move d b y Fr a nk Ne ad, s u pported by J a yn e Hi ebe l, tr.at th e 
motion be amended to deal with the townships and schools sepa rately. 
A vote on the ame ndment was t aken and the ar:ie nd me nt pa ss ed . 

Ayes: DeRoche, Hiebel, Mead, Faust and McNabb. 
Nays: Sodergren, Anderson artd Pietila. 

A vote was tctk e n on the ma in motion as a me nd e d a nd th e motion dS 
amended failed. 

Ayes: Biebe l, Mead, Faust and McNabb. 
Nays: DeRoche, Sodergren, Pietila and Anderson. 

It was moved by William ~ietila, supported by Robert DeRoche, 
that the millage be set the same as last year, except Sands Township 
would receive · one (1) mill more than last year and Marquette Vublic 
Schools receive one (1) mill less. The motion failed. 

Ayes: DeRoche, Pietila, Sodergren and Anderson. 
Nays: Hiebel, McNabb, Mead and Yaust. 
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Motion 
#4 

Motion 
#5 

Mot i on 
#6 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Le wis Faust, that the 
following preliminary mill ages be approved: 

County 
Intermedi a te Schools 
Town~hips & Schools 

6.515 
• 2·35 

8.250 

This motion fail e d and the follo~ing vot e was tabulated: 

/\yes: Mead, Biebel, McNabb and Faust. 

Nays: Anderson, Sodergren, Pietila and Del oche . 

It was moved by Robert DeH.oche, su pport e d b y .. illiam l ' ietila, 
that the following prelimina ry millages b e apF r oved. 

County 
Intermediate Schools 

6.715 
.235 

The remainder to be voted separately to townships and schools 
by a separate vote. 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Lewis Faust, that the 
main motion be amended to read "the remainder to be divided among 
townships and schools on a direct ratio except Sands Township to 
receive 1.000 with the remaining 7.050 mills going to the Marqu e tte 
Public Schools. This amendment passed on a roll call vote. 

Ayes: DeRoche, Nead, Hiebel, Faust, Pietila and Anderson. 

Nays: McNabb and Sodergren. 

A roll call vote was taken on the main motion a s am ended and t he 
following vote tabulated. This motion failed. 

Ayes: DeRoche, Pietila and Anderson. 

Nays: Sodergren, Biebel, McNabb, F aust and Mead. 

A lengthy discussion was held by members of the Tax Allocation 
Board regarding the budgets of the various units of government. Dis-
cussion covered many aspects of government and procedure of conducting 
meetings. 

It was moved by Lewis F aust, su pported by Jayne Hiebel, that t he 
preliminary millages be s et as f ol l ows: 

County 
Intermediate 5chools 
Townships a nd ~chools 

6.560 
.235 

8.205 (to b e p ro rated exc e pt Sands 
Township receive 1 mill a nd 
Ma r q uet te i'ublic Schools 7 . 20 5. 

The roll call vote was taken and the motion failed. 

Ayes: Hiebel, Nead, Faust and McNabb. 

Nays: lleRoche, Pietila, Anderson and ~odergren. 

1' 

I 
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Motion 
#7 

Motion 
#8 

Motion 
#9 
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May 16, 1977 (Cont'd) 

It was moved by \Hlliam Pietila, supported by H.obert DeRoche, 
that the following prelimint1ry millages be a ppr- vcd. 

County 
Intermediate Schools 
Townships & Schools 

6.650 
.215 

U .115 ( Township ,rnd school millage to 
be pro r ntcd e xcept Sands Township 
to receive 1.000 mills and Marcruette 
Public Schools to receive 7.115 mill 

It was moved by frank Mead, supported by Lewis Faust, that the main 
motion be amended to round off the township ,rnu s c h ool millages to three 
figures past the decimal. 

It was moved by Iobert DeRoche that the ma in mo tion be allowed a 
second amendment. It was ruled out o f order by C:1c1 irman HdJabb. 
Clayton 1- nderson challenged Thomas t-lcNabb's d ecis ion as the amendment 
proposed by f'obert DeRoche would only vary the degree of the motion 
and not oppose the motion as such. Chairman }'. c .Nabb refused to allow 
the second amendment and the chair stands by its prior ruling. 

A vote was taken on the first amendment as proposed by Frank Mead 
and the motion to amend passed. 

Ayes: Pietila, Hiebel, McNabb, Mead, Faust and DeRoche. 

Nays: Sodergren and Anderson . 

A vote was held on the main motion as amended and the motion 
failed. 

Ayes: De!oche, Nead , F aust and P i et ila. 

Nays: Sodergren, Anderson, McNabb and Hiebel. 

It was moved by Clayton Anderson, supported by Robert DeRoche, 
that the preliminary millages be set as fo llows: 

County 6.700 
Intermediate Schools .235 
Townships & Schools (not included in this motion) 

It was moved by William Pietila, supported by James Sodergren, 
that the main motion be amended to read "townships and schools be 
allocated 8.065 Mills and it be pro r i-lted according to the a!Tlounts 
each received last year, except that Sands 'l'ownshi be awarded 1.00 0 
mill and Marquette Public Schools to receive 7.065 mills. The am e nd-
ment to the main motion passed. 

Ayes: Sodergren, Anderson, Pietila , UeRoche and Mead. 

Nays: McNabb, F ~us t and Hi ebel . 

A roll call vote was taken on the Main motion and that motion 
failed. 

Ayes: UeHoche, Anderson, Pietila and !:;odergren. 

Nays: Bi ebel , McNabb, Mead and i'c1ust. 

It was moved by Lewis Faust, supported by Jayne Biebel, that the 
preliminary millages be as follows: 

County 
Intermediate Schools 
Townships and ~chools 

6.600 
.235 

8.165 (Township and schools millage to be 
pro rated in relation to last year's 
millage, except Sands Township to 
receive 1.000 mill and Narquette 
l'ublic Schools to receive 7.16~ mills) 
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Motion 
~10 

James Sodergren asked for a short recess at this point and the 
recess was gr a nted by the Chairman, Thomas McNabb. 

The meeting reconvened -after~ ten minute recess by order of the 
chair. I 

It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Lewis Fctust, that the 
main motion be amended to reild "township ilnd sc hool mill.i9 e s be pro 
rated in relation to the amounts granted last year and the millage 
be rounded off to three places past the decimal with ~; a nds Township 
to receive 1.000 mill a nd Mar< u e tte lublic School s to rece ive 7.165 
mills. A roll call vote was taken on the amendment and the motion 
to amend the main motion passed unanimously. 

A vote was the n taken on the main mo tion as amend e d a n d the 
motion p assed. 

Ayes: DeRoche, Hi e b e l, Me ad, Faust, ; nders on and l'ietila. 

Nays: McNabb and Sodergren. 

Preliminary allocated millages were then declared to be: 

Marquette County 
Intermediate Schools 
Champion Township 
Chocolay 
Ely 
Ewing 
Forsyth 
Humboldt 
Ishpeming 
Marquette 
Michigamme 
Negaunee 11 

Powell 
Republic 
Richmond 
Sands 
Skandia 
Tilden 
1'urin 
Wells 

II 

West Branch 
Marquette Public Schools 
Ishpeming Public Schools 
Ne g a un ee l' ubl ic Schools 
Gwinn Ar e a Schools 
Republic-Michigamme Schools 
Nice Community Schools 
l 'owe ll To wn shi p Sc ho ols 
Marquett Township Schools 
\Jells Township Schools 

6.600 mills 
• 235 II 

1.384 II 

None 
1. 384 
1.025 
1.179 
1.384 
1.384 
1.179 
1.404 
1.179 
1.845 
1.404 
1.179 
1.000 
1.179 
1.384 
1.025 
1.179 
1.179 
7.165 
6.781 
6.986 
6.986 
6.761 
6.781 
6. 32 0 
6.986 
6.986 

ti 

II 

It was move d b y Ro bert DeRoche , s u pport e d oy Lewis Fi:i us t a nd 
c a rri ed un a nimously, t h a t Lh e on e mi l l f or :; peci a l Education be ap-
proved by the Tax Allocation Board. 

Chairman McNabb declared the meeting open for public comment. 
Comments as to the needs of units of government to provide services 
were made by the following persons: 

Gladys Rajala 
Earl Yelle 
Berle LaPin 
Lewis Faust 
i"illiam l' ietila 
'l'homas McNabb 

Ishpeming Township Supervisor 
- Sands Township Supervisor 

Champion Township Supervisor 
Tax Allocation Uoard 
Tax Allocation Uoard 
Tax Allocation iloard 



May 16, 1977 (Cont 1 d) 

Earl Yelle, Supervisor of S.1nds Township, asked why Sands Township 

had been discriminated against in every motion by being separated from 

the pro-rating of townships and schools and being designated ·as getting 

a straight one mill. The Tax Allotation Board replied that this one 

mill designation was bec~use SJnds Township received no millage from 

tax allocation last year and to pro-rate nothing would be for less than 

the one mill allowed by the motions. 

Chairman McNabb declared the public comment section closed. 

It was moved by ~lilliam Pietila, supported by Lewis Faust and 

unanimously carried, that the final hearing meeting date be set for 

May 26, 1977, at 7:00 p.m. in the County Courthouse instead of May 

24, 1977. 

There being no further business to come llefore the Board, it was 

moved by Hobert DeRoche, supported by Clayton J. Anderson and unani-

mously carried, that the meeting be adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY A. SKEWIS 
County Clerk 
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May 26, 1977 

The Marquette County Tax l\llocc1tion Bo ct nl met on May 26, 1977, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the County Courth?use. 

Roll call was held finding:-

Present: 'l'homas McNabb, -Frank Mead, \'J illiam l'ietila, Lewis 
Faust, Jayne Biebel, James F. !.iodergren, Clayton h.nderson, Robert 
II. DeRoche and Henry l',. Skewis. 

Absent: None. 

It was moved by Lewis Faust , supported by Frank Mead 
and carried, that the minutes of the May 16, 1977, meetinq b e approved 
and accepted. 

Chairr:ian McNabb declared the Final Hearing open for comme nt, and 
the following persons spoke for their respective units of government. 

1. Joseph Zuraw, Clerk Ishpeming Township, outlined need of 
Ishpeming Township of 2 mills, stating this township receives no 
specific tax money. 

2. Michael Madden, Asst. County Controller, made a two hour 
presentation on the county's needs and gave a run-down on all county 
funds and their use, individual county department budgets and needs. 
He answered all questions put to him by the Bo a rd, assisted lly County 
Controller Gary Yoder an<l department heads. 

3. Everett Austin, Business Manager of Isl1peming Publ ic Schools, 
explained the school budget and Isl1peming City's n eeds to support its 
budget. 
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4. Julius Tiziani, Uusiness Manager o f the }!arq uett e ~ublic 
Schools, spoke on increase in costs to his school district of salaries, 
fuel costs, utilities and insurance. He emphasized staff cuts and 
employment cuts in janatorial, secretarial and other a reas. 

5. Arne Johnson, representing Marquette Township Sc hool, spoke 
on the p roblems of his school district in r egard to it being a tuition 
paying participant in the Marqu e tte Public School system, and their 
need to borrow as much as sso,ooo~oo each y ear until tax monies come 
in. 

Chairman McNabb declared the final hearing closed. 

Motion /Fl 

It '.,as moved by Jayne Iliebel, supported by l'rr1nk MPad ancl unani-
r.\ously carried, that the Allocation l..loart set the Fi nal Orders o f 
Allocation at this meeting . 

Motion it: 2 

It was moved by Jan e Hiebel, support<~d by Lewis Faust, that the 
.Final Orders be t::stablished to be the .same c1.s the prclimin..1ry orders 
as set on Nay 16, 1977. The roll call vote was taken and the motion 
failed. 

Ayes: McNabb, Hiebel, Faust and Nead. 

Nays: DeRoche, Pietila, Sodergren and ,nderson. 

Motion tt3 

It wn:-.; moved by \Jilliam l ' ictila, supported by Hobert DeRochc, 
th;1t the fin.11 order of allocation be set as follow::;: 
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County 

6.700 

Int. Schools 

.200 

Townshi[:6 and !..ichools 

8.065 

(Sands Township to receive 1.000 mill 
Ishpeming Township to receive 1.5 mills 
All othe rs pro -rat e d with last ye nr's f inal 
allocation) 

A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed. 

/\ y e s: DeRoche , ,n<lerson and Pietila 
Nays: Bi ebe l, Mead, Fc1ust, McNabb a nd Sodergren 

Frc1nk Me ad emphus ized the need o f the Int e rmedi ate ~;choo ls 
f or the .235 ~ ills that were allocated l ~st year . 

J ayne £H e b e l rer.1inded the i1 lloca tion Ll o c1 rcl th ,it s chool CJ.is -
tr icts were r educing the ir num l ,er of e mployt]es and cut t ing p r ogr ams 
and needed the allocation allowed last year to O1, erate an acceptable 
program. 

Lewis Faust expressed thoughts th a t if extra money is needed by 
a unit, over and above what was needed las t year, then the unit 
should go to the people for extra r.1illage. 

It Kas noved hy Jar., .s t;odercJrcn tLat the followir.g al locations 
be set: 

County 

6.900 

Int. School s 

.100 

T o wn sh i ps and ~cl:oo ls 

8.00 mills 

(to be p ro r ;:i t ed on last year's 
_al l o ci'l. tion, except ~,a ne;s ';.'ownship 
would receive 1.000 mills and 
Har :1u et te Pub l ie Schools 7. 000 nil ls) 

This motion died f or lack of support. 

Hr . Fronk .Mead req u es t ed -1 ten minute recess . 'I'he recess was 

9rc1 n ted by Chairman McNabb. 

Chairma n McNabb called the me e ting back to order. 

Notion ; 5 

It wa s n oved by \; illiam l ' ietil a , s u p ported by Lewis F a ust, 
that the Tax nl lo · t ion Lloard .recon::; ider lhe or i .l in--11 no Lion c1nd 
u llocate the milL10e in the s<1mc ar.10unt ,is w,1s ,ll locat e d at t he 
May 16, 1977, preliminary m(!etin<J. /\ lengthy discussion was held, 
inc ludin,J i n ci u i r:- i es of \,·he t lier o r n ot schoo l.s wo uld r t!cci v e e xtr a 
money fror.1 H.l.l. 4350 . A. vote was taken and the motion p assed and 
the following listed allocated millages final ized. 

Ayes: Faust, Pietilil, Mend, McNabb ,md Biebel. 

Nays: ~io<lcrgren, Anderson and DcRoche. 

l 
tl 
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FINAL ALLOCATION 

Marquette County 
Intermediate 5chools 
Champion Township 
Chocolay 
Ely 
Ewing 
Forsyth 
Humboldt 
Ishpeming 
Marquette 
Michigamme" 
Negaunee " 
Powell " 
Republic 
Richmond 
Sands 
Skandia 
Tilden 
1'urin 
\-/ells 
West Branch 

Marquette Public Schools 
Ishpeming Public Schools 
Negaunee Public Schools 
Gwinn Area Schools 
Republic-Michigamme Schools 
Nice CommunitYSchools 
Powell Township Schools 
Marquette Township Schools 
Wells Township Schools 

Motion #6 

6.600 mills 
• 23~ " 

1.384 " 
None 
1.384 
1.025 
1.179 
1.384 
1.384 
1.179 
1.404 
1.179 
1.845 
1.404 
1.179 
1.000 
1.179 
1.384 
1.025 
1.179 
1.179 
7.165 
6.781 
6.986 
6.986 
6.761 
6.781 
6.320 
6.986 
6.986 

" 
II 

" 
II 

" 
II 

II 

" 
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It was moved by Frank Mead, supported by Lewis Faust and carried 

unanimously, that the Special Education millage be set at 1.000 mills. 

Motion #7 

It was moved by Robert DeRoche, supported by Jayne lliebel and 

carried by a roll call vote, that the County Board of CoQmissioners 

sent communications to the State Legislr1tors, Governor, Nichigan 

Assoc . of County Commissioners, Michigan Townships ~ssoc ., the MES, 

the MEA, the Michigan Assoc. of ~chool Superintendents and all local 

school boards, asking them to ask the legislators to enact legislation 

that would relate to the basic tax needs of local units of government 

and eliminate the need for the Tax Allocation Board. 

Ayes: DeRoche, ?-lead, Faust, Biebel, McNr1bb, Anderson and Pietila. 

Nay: Sodergren. 

Motion lt-8 

It was QOVed by William l'ietila, supported hy Lewis Faust, that 

the County Doard of Commissioners be asked to place the question of 

millage instead of allocated millage on the ballot at the next gen e ral 

election. A discussion was held and it was felt that more informa tion 

was needed on tl1is matter before any decision could he made. A roll 

call vote was taken and the motion failed . 

Ayes: Pietila and F~ust. 

Nays: McNabb, Mead, ~odergren, Anderson, Biebel and DeRoche. 



26 

There being no further bus ine.ss to co'me before the Board, it 

was moved by Clayton Anderson, supported by Robert VeRoche, that 

the meeting he adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-'} I 
~-'{<..,,L,,J~,vVA-, 

HENRY i, . SK.C:11IS , Clerk 
Tax Allocation Board 



April 17, 1978 

Tne Marquette. County Tax Allocation Board met on April 17, 

1978 at 1:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Room, Second Floor, Court- ' 

house Annex. 

The meeting was called to order by the Clerk Henry A. Skewis. 

Tax Allocation Board members were introduced and a reading of 

the call of the meeting, was made • 

. L~tters of appointment of Tax Allocation Board members, were 

received from the various boards and units of government, who are 

authorized to make these appointments. These letters of appointments , 

were read and placed on file. 

Roll call was held and the following roll recorded. 

Present: Neil w. Carlson, Lewis Faust, William Jensen, Berle 

LaPin, Ale~ander Prusi, Thomas McNabb, Frank Mead, James F. Sodergren, 

and Clerk Henry A. Skewis. 

The Tax Allocation Board members were sworn in by the Clerk. 

The Clerk called for nominations for Chairman of the Tax Allo- ~-

cation Board. Mr. Lewis Faust nominated Thomas McNabb. There being 

no further nominations, it was moved by Frank Mead, supported by -

Berle LaPin and carried, that nominations be closed and an unanimous 

ballot be cast for Thomas McNabb as Chairman. 

Mr. McNabb took over the Chairmanship of the meeting and called 

for nominations for Vice Chairman. James F. Sodergren nominated Neil 

w. Carlson as Vice Chairman. There being no further nominations, it 

was moved by Berle LaPin, supported by Lewis Faust and carried that 
nominations be closed and an unanimous ballot be cast for Neil Carlson 

as Vice hairman. 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the dates for future 

meetings of the Tax Allocation Board. It was moved by Dewis Faust, 

supported by Berle LaPin and ~arried unanimously that the" work 

session meeting" of the board be held on May 5, 1978 at 7:00 p.m •• 

It was moved by James Sodergren, supported by Lewis Faust and 

carried that May 15, 1978 at 1:00 p.m. be designated as the time for 

the meeting to set preliminary orders of allocation. 

L It was moved by Lewis Faust; supported by Alexander Prusi and 

carried, that May 23, 1978 at 7:00 p.m. be designated as the time 

for the hearing of complaints on preliminary orders of allocation 

and that May 30, 1978 at 7:00 p.m. be designated as the time for the 

setting of final orders of allocation. 

James F. Sodergren requested an opinion from Ass't. Prosecuting 

Attorney Thomas Solka, regarding the procedure necessary for placing 

fixed millage proposal on the ballot for the vote of the people. 

27 



. ... 
28 

April 17~ 1~78(Cont'd.) _ 

Chairman McNabb declared the meeting open for Public Comment. 

Mr. , Donald Potvin, 1027 N. Front St., Marquette, Michigan, requested 

that the Tax allocation Board ' make every effort to promote part"ici-

pation by the people of Marquette County in bhe allocation process 

and provide time for public comment at all meetings. Mr. Potvin was 

advised by the Tax Allocation Board that it has always been the 

practice of the board to provide time for public comment, but that 

the Tax Allocation Board does not have the authority to change any 

budget submitted by a unit of government. The only purpose of the 
. 

Tax Allocation Board is to allocate taxes on the basis of need. 

Susan Studley of WDMJ Radio 13, suggested the best method to get 

publicity would be by public . service announcements to all news media. 

Chairman McNabb then declared the Public Comment section be closed. 

It was moved by Berle LaPin, supported by Alexander Prusi and 
' carried that the various groups of units of government be notified 

' that they may have a representative at t?e May 5! 1978 meeting, to 

speak on their behalf. This, however, would not prevent any one 

from speaking on behalf of his own unit government during the 

Public - Comment. -

There being no further business to come before this board, it 

was moved by Lewis Faust, supported by Frank Mead and carried, that 

this meeting be adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted 
- J f. A J J Jvµ,~ 

Henry A. Skewis 
Clerk of Tax Allocation Board 

May 5, 1978 

The Marquette County Tax Allocation Board met at 7:00 p.m. 

on May 5, 1978 in the Commissioners Room of the Courthouse Annex. 

Roll call was held and recorded. 

Present: Neil W. Carlson, Lewis Faust, William Jepsen, Berle 

IlaPin, Frank Mead, Thomas McNabb, Alexander Prusi, James Sodergren 

and Clerk Henry A. Skewis. 

Chairman McNabb opened the meeting for Public Comment, none 

was forthcoming and Chairman McNabb declared the Public Comment 

section closed. 

A communication from the Marquette County ffoard of Commission-

stating that Duane Beard County Controller would make.a presentation 

regarding the proposed county budget for fiscal year 1979, was read 

and placed . on file. 

[ 
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May S, 1978(cont'd.) 

· A communication from the Marquette County Townships Associ-

ation stating that William Michelin would make a budget presenta-

tion for townships .in general was read and placed on file. 

Ewing Township has sent a corrected front sheet for the Ewing 

Township budget. It was accepted and substituted for the o!iginal 

sheet because of difficulties -in mailin~ it to the Tax Allocation 

Board. 

Clerk, Henry A. Skewis presented the Tax Allocation Board with 

additional materials for tax allocation board study including, 

1. Spread of taxes sheet 
2. Equalized value summary for 1978 
3. Schedule for meetings 

Assistant Prosecutor Thomas Solka presented the Tax Allocation 

Board with an opinion on the proper method and resolutions to place 

the fixed millage question on the General Election ballot in November. 

This material was placed on file. 

Julius Tiziani a representative of the school boards in general 

made a presentation regarding school budgets and the effect - the--~ 

school aid bills have on the amount of state aid tha~- can be received 

by a schoo~, district. - Each school district would .receive $270.00 per 
student basic funding and $40.00 for each m~ll levied, for each 

student. Wells Township Schools, Marquett~ Town~hip Schools and Powell 

Township Schools do not receive any state aid and are supported on 

ad-valorem ta}es only. Mr. Tiziani requested additional millage, from 

tax allocation for all school districts • . 

Mr. Wayne Maki spoke on behalf of the Intermediate Schools 

budget. Mr. Maki explained the Intermediate School budget and the 

summary of each of the general fund programs. The Tax Allocation 

Boar d requested more current valuations for both Marquette and Alger 

counties in regard to these programs. Mr. Maki will obtain these 

for the May 15, 1978 meeting. The amount of specific tax dollars 

for the Intermediate Schools will increase by 12½% in year 1978, rather 

than the 7% estimated by the Intermediate School budget. 

Duane Beard, County Controller gave a presentation on the county 

budget and the proposed needs from tax allocation. After the presen-

tation, the allocation board requested the following additional infor-

mation. 
1. A breakdown of the $2,599,577 of additional revenues other then 

taxes. 
2. Copy of the 1978 Social Service budget. 
3. Reason for large increase in salaries for· the following dept's. 

(a) Planning Commission 
(b) Building Code Dept. 
(c) Jail 
(d) Marine Safety and Snowmobile 
(e) Sheriff Dept. 
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.. . May S, 1978 (cont'd.) 

James Sodergren requested a breakdown on the change in specific 

tax mon·ey if the · Negaunee Public School and the NICE Community 

Schools are successful in their efforts to obtain new school ~unding 

through a bond issue for new school buildings. 

Mr. McNabb requested a breakdown on what title VI CETA positions 

will be retained this year. 

Otto Hurskaine made a presentation for townships in general 

and stated need for additional allocation for a·ll township. Land:fill, 

garbage pick up, roads, ambulance and fire protection were some of 

the reasons for the need of additional funds for townships. · 

Neil Carlson asked several township officials if they f~lt the 

Sheriff Dept. and Road Commission provided the necessary service for 

the townships. It was the general consensus of the township officials 

present that the services provided by the Sheriff and County Road 

Commission are very necessary and felt they should be maintained at 

the same level. 

Gladys Rajala, Ishpeming Township Supervisor suggested that the _ 

NICE Community Schools receive less allocated millage and ~hat · the ·~• 

difference go to the townships that are part of that school district. 

Norman Goethe, superintendent of the NICE Community Scbools felt 

that NICE Schools needed all the mi11·age they can get as their 

budget shows need. Mrs. Rajala suggested that different school dist~ . 

ricks in the same township be- allowed to levy different millages for 

each school district. 
. ·-

The following township officials spoke on behalf of their re-

spective townships. 
John Olson - Michigamme Township 

Gladys Rajala - Ishpeming Township 

Clyde Anderson - Humboldt Township 

Chairman McNabb requested an opinion from Assistant Prosecutor 

Thomas Solka on whether or not school districts in the same townships 

can levy a .different millage. Mr. Solka will have a written opinion 

on this at the May 15, 1978 meeting. 

There being no further business to come before this board, it 

was moved by Lewis Faust, supported by Neil Carlson and carried that 

the meeting be adjourned until May 15, 1978 at l::OO p.m. • 

-
Respectfully submitted, 

. 

Henry A. Skewis 
Clerk of Tax Allocation ~oard 
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