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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS COUNTY OF MARQUETTE NOVEMBER 12, 1985 

The Marquette County Board of Commissioners met as a Committee of 
the Whole on Tuesday, November 12, 1985 at 5:00 P.M. in Room 231 of the 
Henry A. Skewis Annex, Marquette, Michigan. 

Roll call was taken and the following roll recorded: 
Present: Comm. Berglund, Corkin, Valente and Lowe. 
Absent : Comm. DeFant. 

Chairperson Lowe opened the meeting for public comment. Mr. Lowe 
welcomed newly elected Mr. Gerald Corkin as Commissioner from District 
Two to the Marquette County Board of Commissioners. Marquette County 
Treasurer, James Sodergren, was present and addressed the Board. Mr. 
Sodergren l stated that he has been following proposed tax law changes by 
the Reagan Administration very closely and it now seems the inevitable 
changes in arbitrage will effect the selling of tax notes and tax bonds. 
This will reduce the profit Marquette County makes from the Delinquent 
Tax Revolving Fund in the future, and therefore he would like to ask the 
Marquette County Board of Commissioners at the November 19, 1985 regular 
Board meeting, to adopt a resolution which will enable the County 
Treasurer to borrow four-and-one-half million dollars before December 
31, 1985. Ms. Barbara Kelly, a Marquette resident, addressed the Board 
and spoke in favor of the Brookridge proposal. There being no further 
public comment, Chairperson Lowe closed the public comment section. 

It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. Corkin and 
unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole 
approve the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on 
October 22, 1985. 

A motion was made by Comm. Berglund, supported by Comm. Valente and 
unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole 
approve the agenda with the following additions or changes. That item 
5, review of claims and accounts, be moved to item 7-a; and that item 
20 become a discussion of the seating arrangement of the Board of Com-
missioners. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration the discussion 
of the Brookridge property, which was postponed until a fifth County 
Board member was elected. Chairperson Lowe suggested that a special 
meeting be set up to discuss the Brookridge proposal by itself. 
Chairperson Lowe, with the consensus of the Committee of the Whole, 
called a special meeting of the Committee of the Whole for Monday, 
November 18, 1985 at 4:00 P.M. to discuss the Brookridge property. 

The Committee of the Whole witnessed a presentation by Mr. David 
Berns, Director of the Dept. of Social Services, Mr. Harry Scott, 
Administrator of Acocks Medical Facility, and members of the Marquette 
County Board of Social Services, regarding an update on the new 
Marquette County Medical Care Facility. Mr. Harry Scott, with use of a 
large visual aid, explained the design concept of the new Marquette 
County Medical Care Facility. The Committee of the Whole then had the 
opportunity to ask questions of Mr. Scott, Mr. Berns and the Social 
Services Board. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration claims and 
accounts for the period October 23, 1985 thru November 12, 1985. It was 
moved by Comm. Corkin, supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously 
carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend to 
the County Board that claims and accounts for the period October 23, 
1985 thru November 12, 1985, in the amount of $838,536.66, be approved 
and ordered paid. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request for 
financial assistance from Forsyth Township for the purchase and instal-
lation of necessary equipment to improve transmission of Central 
Dispatch services. Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, submitted to the 
Committee of the Whole two proposals, one for a 4 - channel system, and 
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one for a 2-channel system. Mr. Rukkila recommended the 2-channel as 
being plenty adequate and less costly. It was moved by Comm. Berglund, 
supported by Comm. Corkin and unanimously carried on a roll call vote 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the 
approval of a proposal by Range Telecommunications, in the amount of 
$6,253.00, with $3,601.93 to come from the existing Public Improvement 
Fund, and the remainder be funded by adopting the appropriate budget 
resolution from the general contingency fund, in the amount of 
$2,651.07. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
the Planning Commission that the County Board approve two out of three 
following )solid waste study items: 1) collection transfer study; 2) 
rural landfill study; and 3) identification of old abandoned dumps. 
Comm. Berglund questioned the wisdom of studying small rural landfills 
when the DNR has said it wants such landfills closed. Ron Koshorek, 
Resource/Development Director, was present and stated that some local 
units of government are not convinced, which justifies the DNR to look 
further. Mr. Koshorek believes the study will result in the same 
findings but will give further credibility to earlier reports. It was 
moved by Comm. Corkin, supported by Comm. Valente and carried 
three-to-one on a roll call vote, with Comm. Berglund voting nay, that 
the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the approval 
of the FY 85/86 Solid Waste Planning Grant for; 1) collection transfer 
study; and 2) small rural landfill study, in the amount of $10,114.00 
with the State's portion being $8,091.00 and the matching County 
portion being $2,023.00 and that the Board Chair be authorized to sign 
the agreement. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a communication 
from Judy Adams, Chair of the Alger Marquette Community Action Board, 
regarding the appointment of a County Board member to their Board of 
Directors. A copy of AMCAB's bylaws were not yet available for study 
by the County Board. It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. 
Corkin and unanimously carried on a roll call vote to defer this 
request to the next Committee of the Whole meeting. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a proposal from 
Timothy J. Lowe, Chairperson of the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners, to amend the Board of Commissioners Rules of Order. 
After a brief discussion the Committee of the Whole decided that the 
Rules will be discussed further when the Board reorganizes next January. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a recommendation 
from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, regarding sale of Sheriff's 
vehicles. Mr. Rukkila recommended that cars number one and number 
three be awarded to Mr. James Milligan, who bid $500.00 for each car; 
and car number two be sold to Mr. Ronald Ball, for $855.00. The 
vehicles are to be sold with no warranties. It was moved by Comm. 
Corkin, supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll 
call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board 
approval of the sale of Sheriff's vehicles on bids with car numbers one 
and three being sold to Mr. James Milligan for $500.00 each, and car 
number two being sold to Mr. Ronald Ball for $855.00. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a recommendation 
from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, to purchase new photocopying 
equipment for the Marquette County Courthouse, the Henry A. Skewis 
Annex, Jail, and Service Center Buildings. It was moved by Comm. 
Corkin, supported by Comm. Valente and unanimously carried on a roll 
call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Boardi 
1) awarding of purchase and equipment maintenance for new photocopy 
machines for the County Courthouse, the Henry A. Skewis Annex, Jail and 
Service Center Buildings, to Northern Stationers, Inc., of Marquette, 
Michigan, based on price included in Northern Stationers response to the 
RFP; 2) ' that County management be given authority for making adjustments 
to the equipment and features for the purpose of obtaining the best 
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overall photocopy system for County departments and that management 
implement a replacement program for photocopy equipment; and 3) the 
budgeted excess funds not spent on new equipment be held in capital 
improvements for use in initiating a replacement program. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
Ms. Marta Jurjevich, Music Director of the Superior String Alliance, 
and a recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Administrator, for use 
of the Courthouse for a concert on Saturday, February 22, 1986. It was 
moved by Comm . Berglund, supported by Comm. Valente and unanimously 
carried on a roll call vote to recommend to the County Board that the 
Superior String Alliance be allowed to use the Courthouse on February 
22, 1986. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request for 
final payment and a recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Adminis-
trator, from UP Front Design in the amount of $100.00. Mr. Aloia 
has reviewed the enclosed documents from Poley/Mitchell Architects and 
found the work was completed and recommends final payment to UP Front 
Design be made. It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm . 
Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee 
of the Whole recommend to the County Board that they approve final 
payment of $100.00 to UP Front Design. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a resolution 
from Michigan Northern Counties Association regarding Banning of the 
Use of Brine on Gravel Roads. It was moved by Comm. Berglund, supported 
by Comm. Corkin and unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the 
resolution from Michigan Northern Counties Association regarding the 
Banning of the Use of Brine on Gravel Roads be forwarded to the 
Marquette County Road Commission for study and then returned to the 
Committee of the Whole for further consideration. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a resolution 
from the Lake County Board of Commissioners regarding P.A. 312 Binding 
Arbitration. It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. Corkin 
and carried on a roll call vote, three-to-one with Comm. Lowe voting 
nay, that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the 
adoption of a similar resolution. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
James R. Alderton, Chairman of the Marquette County Airport Committee, 
that the County Board obligate up to 100% of the 1985 year-end Airport 
Fund Balance to Phase I of the Terminal Expansion Project. The original 
estimate of $100,000.00 by the Airport Committee, for Phase I of the 
Terminal Expansion Project was conservative with the low bid being 
$189,500.00. The project is now undergoing some design modification in 
an effort to bring the cost down. It was moved by Comm. Corkin, 
supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll call vote 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board that the 
request of the Airport Committee be denied. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a communication 
from Lew Bender, Director of the Center for Governmental Research, 
Central Michigan University, regarding a conference to be held at Mt. 
Pleasant, Michigan, on December 2, 1985, on converting Solid Waste into 
Energy. County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, stated he had called Tim 
Wright of the DNR and Mr. Wright said this was a good conference, so 
Mr. Aloia said if any commissioner wishes to go to the Chicago 
Conference or to the Mt. Pleasant Conference, please contact his office 
as soon as possible. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a proposal to 
rearrange the seating so that staff could sit on one side and the 
commissioners sit on the other side during the meeting. After a brief 
discussion Chairperson Lowe declared that a new seating arrangement will 
be implemented on a temporary basis and if it proves satisfactory a 
permanent decision will be made. 
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Comm. Berglund requested that the Committee system and meeting schedule be placed on the November 19, 1985 regular board meeting agenda. 

Chairperson Lowe opened the meeting for public comment, none was forthcoming and the public comment section was closed. 

There were no announcements. 

There being no further business to come before the Committee of the Whole the meeting was adjourned. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

David J. Roberts 
Marquette County Clerk 
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The Marquette County Board of Commissioners met as a Committee of 
the Whole on Tuesday, November 12, 1985 at 5:00 P.M. in Room 231 of the 
Henry A. Skewis Annex, Marquette, Michigan. 

Roll call was taken and the following roll recorded: 
Present: Comm. Berglund, Corkin, Valente and Lowe. 
Absent : Comm. DeFant. 

Chairperson Lowe opened the meeting for public comment. Mr. Lowe 
welcomed newly elected Mr. Gerald Corkin as Commissioner from District 
Two to the Marquette County Board of Commissioners. Marquette County 
Treasurer, James Sodergren, was present and addressed the Board. 
Mr. Sodergren stated that he has been following proposed tax law 
changes by the Reagan Administration very closely and it now seems the 
inevitable changes in arbitrage will effect the selling of tax notes 
and tax bonds. This will eliminate any profit Marquette County makes 
from the Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund in the future. Mr. Sodergren 
further stated that even though the proposed changes have not yet been 
enacted, they will be made retroactive to January 1, 1985 and therefore 
he would like to ask the Marquette County Board of Commissioners at the 
November 19, 1985 regular Board meeting, to adopt a resolution amendment 
which will enable the County Treasurer to borrow four-and-one-half 
million dollars before December 31, 1985. This would enable Marquette 
County's Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund to continue to make some money 
in the future. Also during public comment, Ms. Barbara Kelly, a 
Marquette resident, addressed the Board and stated she hoped the Board 
doesn't let the Brookridge proposal slip through their fingers. There 
being no further public comment, Chairperson Lowe closed the public 
comment section. 

It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. Corkin and 
unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole 
approve the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on 
October 22, 1985. 

A motion was made by Comm. Berglund, supported by Comm. Valente and 
unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole 
approve the agenda with the following additions or changes. That item 
5, review of claims and accounts, be moved to item 7-a; and that item 
20 become a discussion of the seating arrangement of the Board of 
Commissioners. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration the discussion 
of the Brookridge property, which was postponed until a fifth County 
Board member was elected. Chairperson Lowe suggested that a special 
meeting be set up to discuss the Brookridge proposal by itself. Comm. 
Valente objected stating he thought tonight was the night, we now have 
elected a fifth commissioner. Comm. Valente felt that the issue has 
been talked over and over, that this Brookridge proposal by Mr. Drury 
and Mr. Gotschall is an opportunity to create new tax revenue for 
Marquette County plus new jobs. If we sell the eleven acres we still 
have 40+ acres for future County use. County Administrator, Dennis 
Aloia, stated the general consensus of Staff, Equalization Dept., 
and the Planning Dept. is that now is not a good time to sell, and 
Brookridge should be held for future use. Comm. Lowe stated if we sell 
at the price offered it is uncomfortably low, however Comm. Lowe is 
happy someone is interested in the building and would like to pursue the 
possibility of a long term lease with the County retaining the land. 
Comm. Corkin stated this is an interesting proposal but it will tie our 
hands for future use of the property. History is very important but 
what is best for Marquette County at this time is more important, we 
need a fair price for the land or else we must hang on. Comm. Corkin 
further stated he is in 100% support of economic development but we 
have no guarantee that this proposal will create thirty to forty jobs. 
Comm. Berglund stated he doubted the need for additional space for 
Marquette County, especially if thirty-six billion dollars is cut per 
year from the federal deficit. Mr. Drury and Mr. Gotschall were present 
and addressed the Board stating that the County is the only one who 
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thinks the Brookridge property is valuable. Brookridge has been 
placed on bids before and no one wants it. They stated they will work 
with Marquette County and believed the public in general likes the 
proposal and doesn't want the building torn down. This leaves the Board 
no choice. Comm. Lowe stated that while public opposition to the 
proposal hasn't been voiced, reservations have been expressed to 
him over the telephone. Comm. Berglund stated that this discussion is 
not working and perhaps a special meeting would be appropriate. 
Chairperson Lowe, with the consensus of the Committee of the Whole, 
called a special meeting of the Committee of the Whole for Monday, 
November 18, 1985 at 4:00 P.M. to discuss the Brookridge property. 

The Committee of the Whole witnessed a presentation by Mr. David 
Berns, Di~ector of the Dept. of Social Services, Mr. Harry Scott, 
Administrator of Acocks Medical Facility, and members of the Marquette 
County Board of Social Services, regarding an update on the new 
Marquette County Medical Care Facility. Mr. Berns addressed the Board 
and stated no word as yet been heard on the status of the Certificate 
of Needs, but that Mr. Scott will continue to work on it. Mr. Berns 
further stated that the Social Services Board, in order to avoid 
confusion, officially designates the new facility as the Marquette 
County Medical Care Facility. Mr. Harry Scott, with use of a large 
visual aid, explained the design concept of the new Marquette County 
Medical Care Facility. He stressed this is not a final plan but just a 
concept. The proposed medical facility would have eight wings radiating 
from a central nursing station. Four of the wings would contain rooms 
for patients, and in the other four wings: one would be administrative, 
another would be employee locker rooms and lunch room, the third would 
be maintenance area with laundry and power plant, and the fourth would 
be a patient treatment area with physical therapy facilities. The new 
facility would also contain a meditation room for families who wish to 
be alone with terminally ill patients. The design concept would 
incorporate the least amount of steps possible for staff. Mr. Scott 
further stated the building will fit the land and is designed for 
maximum fuel economy. The Committee of the Whole then had the oppor-
tunity to ask questions of Mr. Scott, Mr. Berns and the Social Services 
Board. Mr. Berns expressed gratitude for the opportunity to present and 
explain the new facility to the Committee of the Whole and asked that in 
the future the County Board take an active role with further such 
meetings. Mr. Berns stated he doesn't want to get to the end and have 
the County Board disapprove of the project plans. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration claims and 
accounts for the period October 23, 1985 thru November 12, 1985. It 
was moved by Comm. Corkin, supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously 
carried on a roll call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend 
to the County Board that claims and accounts for the period October 23, 
1985 thru November 12, 1985, in the amount of $838,536.66, be approved 
and ordered paid. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request for 
financial assistance from Forsyth Township for the purchase and instal-
lation of necessary equipment to improve transmission of Central 
Dispatch services. Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, submitted to the 
Committee of the Whole two proposals, one for a 4-channel system, and 
one for a 2-channel system. Mr. Rukkila recommended the 2-channel as 
being plenty adequate and less costly. Comm. Corkin expressed concern 
that if we approve this request perhaps we will get more such requests. 
County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, stated that everyone in Marquette 
County should now be covered by Central Dispatch, although Powell 
Township might have a slight problem, and that this request doesn't 
specify a certain amount of dollars. It was moved by Comm. Berglund, 
supported by Comm. Corkin and unanimously carried on a roll call vote 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the 
approval of a proposal by Range Telecommunications, in the amount of 
$6,253.00, with $3,601.93 to come from the existing Public Improvement 
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Fund, and the remainder be funded by adopting the appropriate budget 
resolution from the general contingency fund, in the amount of 
$2,651.07. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
the Planning Commission that the County Board approve two out of three 
following solid waste study items: 1) collection transfer study; 2) 
rural landfill study; and 3) identification of old abandoned dumps. 
Comm. Berglund questioned the wisdom of studying small rural landfills 
when the DNR has said it wants such landfills closed. Ron Koshorek, 
Resource/Development Director, was present and stated that some local 
units of government are not convinced, which justifies the DNR to look 
further. Mr. Koshorek believes the study will result in the same 
findings but will give further credibility to earlier reports. It was 
moved by Comm. Corkin, supported by Comm. Valente and carried 
three-to-one on a roll call vote, with Comm. Berglund voting nay, that 
the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the approval 
of the FY 85/86 Solid Waste Planning Grant for; 1) collection transfer 
study; and 2) small rural landfill study, in the amount of $10,114.00 
with the State's portion being $8,091.00 and the matching County 
portion being $2,023.00 and that the Board Chair be authorized to sign 
the agreement. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a communication 
from Judy Adams, Chair of the Alger Marquette Community Action Board, 
regarding the appointment of a County Board member to their Board of 
Directors. A copy of AMCAB's bylaws were not yet available for study 
by the County Board. It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. 
Corkin and unanimously carried on a roll call vote to defer this 
request to the next Committee of the Whole meeting. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a proposal from 
Timothy J. Lowe, Chairperson of the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners, to amend the Board of Commissioners Rules of Order. Mr. 
Lowe proposed that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County 
Board that action be taken to amend Rule 31, and therefore permit 
discussion of an issue prior to a motion being stated. Marquette 
County Prosecutor, Gary Walker, expressed a concern that a commissioner 
could speak on anything not pertaining to the subject without being 
stopped if this rule were to be removed. Rule 31 is designed to keep 
the County Board inside the agenda. He further stated that the Board 
of Commissioners follows the practice of discussion before making 
motions on a regular basis anyway. Comm. Berglund stated you may solve 
one problem but create more. Comm. Corkin stated that he agreed with 
the rule change proposed by Mr. Lowe and if doesn't work we can always 
change back. County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, stated that the 
proposal by Chairperson Lowe worked elsewhere. A motion by Comm. 
Corkin and supported by Comm. Valente to concur with Chairperson Lowe's 
proposal was withdrawn, the consensus of the Committee of the Whole is 
that the Rules will be studied further when the Board reorganizes next 
January. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a recommendation 
from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, regarding sale of Sheriff's 
vehicles. Mr. Rukkila recommended that cars number one and number 
three be awarded to Mr. James Milligan, who bid $500.00 for each car; 
and car number two be sold to Mr. Ronald Ball, for $855.00. The 
vehicles are to be sold with no warranties. It was moved by Comm. 
Corkin, supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll 
call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board 
approval of the sale of Sheriff's vehicles on bids with car numbers one 
and three being sold to Mr. James Milligan for $500.00 each, and car 
number two being sold to Mr. Ronald Ball for $855.00. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a recommendation 
from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, to purchase new photocopying 
equipment for the Marquette County Courthouse, the Henry A. Skewis 
Annex, Jail, and Service Center Buildings. Mr. Rukkila stated there is 
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currently $43,000.00 in the capital improvements budget for enhancements 
to photocopy services. Total replacement cost is $27,423.00, with an 
estimated $1,750.00 for electronic auditrons. Northern Stationers of 
Marquette has offered a 90-day free trial period of Canon Copiers for 
Marquette County. It was moved by Comm. Corkin, supported by Comm. 
Valente and unanimously carried on a roll call vote that the Committee 
of the Whole recommend to the County Board; 1) awarding of purchase and 
equipment maintenance for new photocopy machines for the County Court-
house, the Henry A. Skewis Annex, Jail and Service Center Buildings, to 
Northern Stationers, Inc., of Marquette, Michigan, based on price 
included in Northern Stationers response to the RFP; 2) that County 
management be given authority for making adjustments to the equipment 
and features for the purpose of obtaining the best overall photocopy 
system for County departments and that management implement a replace-
ment program for photocopy equipment; and 3) the budgeted excess funds 
not spent on new equipment be held in capital improvements for use in 
initiating a replacement program. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
Ms. Marta Jurjevich, Music Director of the Superior String Alliance, 
and a recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Administrator, for use 
of the Courthouse for a concert on Saturday, February 22, 1986. Comm. 
Corkin asked if there was any County policy in effect on use of the 
Courthouse building. County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, stated that 
there is no written policy, however, the County Board has granted 
permission for a previous concert to the Superior String Alliance. He 
further stated that the County allowed the concert because it cost us 
nothing. As far as drafting a permanent policy, Mr. Aloia stated it 
has been considered and he would recommend against it because such a 
policy would only encourage more use of the County Courthouse which 
would require fee schedules, janitorial and security services, plus 
increased liability. It was moved by Comm. Berglund, supported by Comm. 
Valente and unanimously carried on a roll call vote to recommend to the 
County Board that the Superior String Alliance be allowed to use the 
Courthouse on February 22, 1986. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request for 
final payment and a recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Adminis-
trator, from UP Front Design in the amount of $100.00. Mr. Aloia 
stated that he has reviewed the enclosed documents from Poley/Mitchell 
Architects and found the work was completed and recommends final 
payment to UP Front Design be made. It was moved by Comm. Valente, 
supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll call vote 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board that they 
approve final payment of $100.00 to UP Front Design. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a resolution 
from Michigan Northern Counties Association regarding Banning of the 
Use of Brine on Gravel Roads. County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, 
recommended that the Committee of the Whole send this resolution to the 
Marquette County Road Commission for further study and recommendation. 
It was moved by Comm. Berglund, supported by Comm. Corkin and unani-
mously carried on a roll call vote that the resolution from Michigan 
Northern Counties Association regarding the Banning of the Use of Brine 
on Gravel Roads be forwarded to the Marquette County Road Commission, 
and then returned to the Committee of the Whole for further consider-
ation. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a resolution 
from the Lake County Board of Commissioners regarding Section 312 
Binding Arbitration. Marquette County Prosecutor, Gary Walker, stated 
that public employees can't strike and also under Section 312 there are 
further sections which state that police and fire should not be allowed 
to withhold services. It may be true that the majority of awards go in 
favor of the employee, but that doesn't mean employee or employer 
demands are unreasonable. Mr. Walker further stated what is used 
now is the "last-best- offer" approach. Section 312 Arbitration 
initially forced early settlement but it doesn't anymore, it might be 
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wise to change 312 but not eliminate arbitration. Comm. Corkin stated 
that when municipalities negotiate fair and up front and have limited 
funds the matter should be settled locally without any outside inter-
ference. Comm. Lowe stated we haven't had serious problems here in 
Marquette County but public employees should have some negotiating 
recourse. It was moved by Comm. Valente, supported by Comm. Corkin and 
carried on a roll call vote, three-to-one with Comm. Lowe voting nay, 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board the 
adoption of a similar resolution. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a request from 
James R. Alderton, Chairman of the Marquette County Airport Committee, 
that the County Board obligate up to 100% of the 1985 year-end Airport 
Fund Balance to Phase I of the Terminal Expansion Project. Mr. Alderton 
stated in a letter that their original estimate of $100,000.00 for 
Phase I of the Terminal Expansion Project was somewhat conservative 
seeing that the low bid was $189,500.00. The project is now undergoing 
some design modification in an effort to bring the cost down. Dennis 
Aloia, County Administrator, stated that according to County policy 
approximately $76,000.00 would be recaptured from the Marquette County 
Airport this year. The County Board would then use these recaptured 
funds to start next-year's Airport budget. Mr. Aloia then recommended 
that the Board should say to the Airport Committee, when you know how 
much you need come back to us with a request. It was moved by Comm. 
Corkin, supported by Comm. Berglund and unanimously carried on a roll 
call vote that the Committee of the Whole recommend to the County Board 
that the request of the Airport Committee be denied. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a communication 
from Lew Bender, Director of the Center for Governmental Research, 
Central Michigan University, regarding a conference to be held at Mt. 
Pleasant, Michigan, on December 2, 1985, on converting Solid Waste into 
Energy. County Administrator, Dennis Aloia, stated he had called Tim 
Wright of the DNR and Mr. Wright said this was a good conference, so 
Mr. Aloia said if any commissioner wishes to go to the Chicago 
Conference or to the Mt. Pleasant Conference, please contact his office 
as soon as possible. 

The Committee of the Whole took under consideration a proposal to 
rearrange the seating so that staff could sit on one side and the 
commissioners sit on the other side during the meeting. Comm. Berglund 
stated he likes the present arrangement and wants to look at his fellow 
commissioners directly in the eye. Dennis Aloia, County Administrator, 
stated that the commissioners by sitting on one side would face the 
camera, and he would have better access to his staff members if they 
could sit with him on the other side. Chairperson Lowe declared that a 
new seating arrangement will be implemented on a temporary basis and if 
it proves satisfactory a permanent decision will be made. 

Comm. Berglund requested that the Committee system and meeting 
schedule be placed on the November 19, 1985 regular board meeting 
agenda. Comm. Berglund felt a drawback with the two committee system 
in that a commissioner has to sit through the same presentation by 
staff members twice. He further stated why pretend we are having 
committee meetings, why not just have regular board meetings? Marquette 
County Prosecutor, Gary Walker, stated that the Committee of the Whole 
acts as a check so that final action is not always imminent without 
careful reconsideration. Comm. Corkin stated he would like to have a 
chance to see how the old system works before we come up with a new 
committee system. 

Chairperson Lowe opened the meeting for public comment, none was 
forthcoming and the public comment section was closed. 
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There were no announcements. 

There being no further business to come before the Committee of the 
Whole the meeting was adjourned. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

David J. Roberts 
Marquette County Clerk 

... 
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MARQUETTE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Tuesday, November 12, 1985, 5:00 P.M. 

Room 231, Henry A. Skewis Annex 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 

ROLL CALL. ...Ji'•f' 5°~ 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING HELD ON 
OCTOBER 22, 1985. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. 
Review of claims and accounts. 
Discussion of Brookridge that was postponed from the last meeting 
until the fifth County Board member was elected. 
A memo from David A. Berns, Dir., Dept. of Social Services, regarding 
an update on the New Medical Care Facility, presented by he and Mr. 
Harry Scott. 
A communication from Steven Perucco, Chair, Marquette County Central 
Dispatch Policy Board, regarding problems experienced by Forsyth 
Township with communications transmissions. 
A communication from J. Patrick Farrell, Chair, Marquette County 
Planning Commission, regarding Solid Waste Planning Grant alternative 
re-submission. 
A communication from Judy Adams, Chair, Marquette Community Action 
Board, regarding the appointment of a County Board member to their 
Board of Directors. 
A memo from Timothy J. Lowe, Chairperson, regarding a proposal to 
amend Board of Commissioners Rules of Order. 
A recommendation from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, regarding sale 
of Sheriff's Vehicles. 

13. A recommendation from Bruce Rukkila, Finance Officer, regarding 
purchase of new Photocopying Equipment for the Marquette County 
Courthouse, Annex, Jail and Service Center Buildings. 
A recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Administrator, regarding 
Courthouse usage for a Superior String Alliance Concert. 
A recommendation from Dennis Aloia, County Administrator, regarding 
final payment of UP Front Design. 

16. A resolution from Michigan Northern Counties Association regarding 
Banning of the Use of Brine on Gravel Roads. 

17. _/A resolution from Lake County requesting MAC to compaign to seek 
legislative changes regarding arbitration. 

18. A communication from James R. Alderton, Chair, Marquette County 
/ Airport Committee, regarding their rejection of bids for the Phase I 

,/ Terminal Expansion for Boards information. 
19. A communication from Lew Bender, Dir., Center for Governmental 

Research, Central Michigan University, regarding a conference to be 
held at Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, on December 2, 1985, on converting 
Solid Waste into Energy. 

20. -?~ 
21. 
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22. 

23. 

24. PUBLIC COMMENT. 
25. ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
26. ADJOURNMENT. 

• 
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