
• • December 27, 1977 

Tr,e Welfare Contact Com.~ittee was duly called and held at 3:00 p.m., December 27, 
1977 in the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Bollero, Carlson and Potvin. 

Absent: Commissioners Racine and Farrell. 

In Attendance: Patricia Micklow, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney; Lynn 
Emerick, U.P. Health Systems Agency; Dr. Richard Potter, Marquette County 
Health Department Director; and Michael Zorza, :Emergency Services Director. 

Patricia Micklow, Assistant Prosecutor, was present to discuss the collection 
of child support payments as it concerns the Prosecutor's Office. She stated 
one defence for not paying support payments is a person's inability to pay. 
Ms. Micklow: noted by law an individual must contact the Friend of the Court 
to notify him of his inability to meet his child support payments. She added 
the Judges prioritize these payments above any other type of debt the 
individual may have. According to Ms. Micklow, the law states each support 
payment case should be reviewed by the Friend of the Court every two years 
for possible modification. 

Ms. Micklow stated in F.a.ton County, which is comparable to Marquette County 
in population and child support payment caseload, $2 .2 million was collected 
in support payments during 1976 compared to Marquette County's total collections 
of $845,000.00. Eaton County also had about 600 show cause hearings as 
compared to Marquette County's approximately fifty. Ms. Micklow noted 
that F.a.ton County has a larger Friend of the Court staff than Marquette County 
as well as a computer system, which aids in keeping records up -to date. 
She stated that Fred Comley of Eaton County has set up a very good system for 
collectious and has indicated he will act as a consultant to other counties 
to set up a similar system. 

Ms. Micklow stated the Prosecuting Attorney sets hearing dates for the 
delinquent payment cases investigated and submitted to them by the Friend of 
the Court. Hearing dates have been requested for all cases referred to them 
by the Friend of the Court, however, bacause of the way the court calendars 
are ·arranged it may be sometime before a hearihg is actually held., 

The committee felt a meeting with Patricia Micklow, Harold VanOverloop, the 
Circuit Court Judges, and Gary Yoder should be held to attempt to increase 
the child support collection payments in Marquette County. Lyle Trombley, 
Support Specialist, and Duane Beard will be invited to attend also. Prior 
to this meeting, however, the committee will meet with one or both of the 
Judges on this matter. Patricia Micklow will contact Fred .Comley to see if he 
is interested in aiding the county in establishing new procedures. Ms. Micklow 
left the meeting. 

Lynn :Emerick, U.P. Health Systems Agency; Dr. Richard Potter, Marquette 
Health Department Director; and Michael Zorza, Emergency Services Director, 
were present to discuss establishing a County Emergency Medical Services 
Task Force. ·It was noted a reply has not been received from the Communications 
Committee regarding including medical services in the Central Dispatch System. 
It was felt the improvement of communications should have first priority. 

It was n'oted the number of people on a Medical Services Task Force, and whether 
or not compensation is given, is not determined by statute. It was felt the 
Task Force should not be a standing committee of the Board. 

Mike Zorza provided a list of objectives and the make-up of a proposed Task 
Force for Marquette County for the committees consideration. Commissioner 
Potvin felt each city and to,-mship should be represented on the Task Force. 
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Following discussion of the make-up of the Task Force, it. was moved by Commissioner 
Potvin, supported by Commissioner Bollero and carried unanimously to recommend 
to the Board that they give the Welfare Contact Committee the authority to 
appoint such a Task Force made up of the following representatives: 

A. Providers 
1. Medical Society (1) 
2. Ambulance Services, E.M.T.•s (8) 
3. Hospital Administration (2) 
4. Emergency Room Nurses (2) 
5. American Red Cross (1) 
6. Michigan Heart Association (1) 

B. Community Support 
1. Township Association (4) 
2. Media, Interested Service Groups and County Residents (1) 

c. Public Agencies 
1. Health Department (1) 
2. Local Government, County, Township, City (4 plus the 

Welfare Contact Committee as ex officio members) 
3. Law Enforcement Association (1) 
4. Fire Services Association (1) 
5. Health Systems Agency (1) 
6. Emergency Services (1) 
7. K.I. Sawyer AFB (1) 

Commissioner Carl"son requested that Lynn Emerick, Richard Potter and 
Mike Zorza draft a letter to be sent to the proposed Task Force members 
for the committee I s consideration. Lynn Emerick, :Mike Zorza, and Richard 
Potter left the meeting. 

As there was no further business to come before the committee, the meeting 
adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 



• November 29, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committee meeting was duly called and held November 29, 1977 at 3:00 p.m. in the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Farrell, Racine, Carlson and Bollero. Commissioner 
Potvin arrived late. 

Absent: None. 

In Attendance: Harold VanOverloop, Friend of the Court. 

It was noted the Friend of the Court has recently obtained a -CETA employee t o 
update the filing s ystem for collection payments. Harold VanOverloop sta t ed there is a problem locating some individuals· \·1ho are delinquent in these 
payments. Delinquent payment notices have been sent to offenders \·1i t h favoro.ble results according to Mr. VanOverloop. 

Hm-old VanOverloop provided a job description for the CEI'A clerk/typist 
position for the committee's information. Funding for this position terminates September 31, 1978. Mr. VanOverloop stated he would like to retain the 
individual after· that time. 

Mr. VanOverloop noted collections were do~m for 1977. As of October, 1976, 
$2L1-2,ooo had been collected compared to ~~226,000 as of October, 1977. Mr. VanOverloop said every effort is made to bring an employed delinquent 
support payer to Court. Commissioner Carlson noted _Marquette County is below 
the State average in the percentage of support payments collected. 

Mr. VanOverloop stated at the end of August, 1977, i 4o,88f: was received by 
the County from the State as a result of support payment collected. The County receives 2~0 of support payments collected during the first year of a support 
judgment and after that time 10% is received by the County. Mr. VanOverloop 
stat ed when payments are not received following notification the delinquent payer is asked to come for an interview with the Friend of t he Court to discuss the problem. The Prosecuting Attorney determines whether or not a delinquent 
support payment case should be taken to Court. It \·Jas noted Wayne Juss:i la, special investigator for the Prosecutor, handles Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act (URESA) cases. , 

Harold stated payments are based on the net income of an individual and the Court determines what the support payments will be. He added if a person's income alters the payments may also be altered. Commissioner Potvin arrived a t the 
meeting. 

Mr. VanOverloop felt an additional employee in his office would not increase the collections received. He noted tracking people delinquent in their 
payments is difficult. Harold stated a recent law directs the Court to 
consider the present family of an individual making support payments when 
setting the amount to be paid. 

VanOverloop stated there often is a significant time lag between the time he 
requests scheduling of a show cause hearing for delinquent -payments and the actual scheduling of the hearing. He noted in such cases, circumstances of 
the parties involved may change before the hearing is held. 

A report will be submitted to the committee by the Friend of the Court -prior to the next committ ee meeti nr; documenting t he time period between s ~10 \·1 caus e 
requests and the actual hearings. He will also provide information on the time period between requests and hearings prior to the time the Prosecutin~ 
Attorney's Office assumed responsibility for such _cAses, number of URESA 
cases turned over to the Prosecutor's special investigator to contact and to the Department of Social Services to locate. 
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Commissioner Carlson stated Mike Zorza, Thlergency Services Director, attended 

a meeting concerning Thlergency Medical Services and obtaining grants, etc. 

for such services. He felt this field should be pursued. The committee 

felt Mike Zorza should be invited to a meeting to present recommendations on 

the EMS program in this area. 

Commissioner Carlson also noted the committee mu·st decide on how to approach 

the development of · a count y emergency s ervices progr am. Mike Zor£a, Dr. P0 tt_er, 

County Health Department, and Lynn Emerick, Upper Peninsula Health Systems 

Agency, will be invited to discuss this at the next committee meeting and · 

will be asked to provide recommendations on the structure of a committee to 

plan a county-wide emergency services program. A copy of a letter from 

Dr. Hammerstrom regarding county-wide emergency services will be sent to 

each committee member. 

A brief disucssion was held on the County's committee structure for 1978 in 

regard to responsibilities and membership of the different committees. 

Commissioner Carlson presented a brief report on operations at Acocks Medical 

Facility. 

As there was no further business to come before the 'committee the meeting 

adjourned. 

Respec~fully submitted, 

Secretary 



October 25, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committee meeting was duly called and held October 25, 1977 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Carlson, Bollero, Farrell, and Potvin. 

Absent: Commissioner Racine. 

In Attendance: Members of the County Board of Institutions: Richard 
Coombs; Ruby Cheatham; Thomas Pellow; Ann Richards; and Lou Chappell. 
Also present were Mr. Kroncich, Acocks auditor, and Gary Yoder, Controller. 

The meeting was called to order. Commissioner Carlson stated the purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss various items regarding Acocks Medical 
Facility. He also stated the Budget and Executive Committee has asked the 
Welfare Contact Committee to look into the financial needs of the facility 
for 1979 budgetary purposes. •. 

Mr. Pellow stated the facility is underfinanced and the Cou~ty Board of 
Institutions can not do an adequate job of running the facility with the funds 
provided for 1978. It was noted $173,000.00 has been allocated for operating 
expenses in 1978. Mr. Pellow stated the facility's employees' union is seeking 
wage and cost of living increases and he believes $35,000.00 is needed above the 
1978 appropriation to balance the budget. 

Commissioner Potvin stated the views of Marquette County residents should be 
determined in regard to the future of the facility. 

Mr. Kroncich stated the facility never received the second half of their 
1976 allocation from the county although these funds -had been requested. 
Commissioner Carlson stated there was some confusion concerning the facility's 
cash balance which affected_ the couty's allocation. He felt an additional 
appropriation is possible if information is received by the Board regarding 
the need for more money. Mr. Pellow stated there was a large cash balance 
near the end of 1976 because Acocks received delinquent medicaid payments from 
the State. 

Mr. Pellow stated a labor management consulting firm will be directing labor 
negotiations for Acocks. Two members of the Board of County Institutions, 
Acocks' business administrator, and Mrs. Marlowe, Acocks' bookkeeper. will also 
be involved in the labor negotiations. The firm is charging $25.00 per hour 
for their services. The Welfare Contact Committee expressed concern that 
the employees of the facility receive a realistic wage. The possibility of 

·using staff from the Prosecuting Attorney's Office to review the contract was 
mehtioned. There was some question as to who the County Board of Institutions 
is responsible to. Thomas Solka will be requested to provide an opinion as to 
whether or not they are responsible to the County Board or under their own 
authority. 

Commissioner Carlson stated individuals on the County Board of Institutions 
whose terms are expiring should send a letter of request for reappointment 
to the Board if they are interested in reappointment. Mr. Pellow stated he is 
pleased with the present Board members and would wish to continue working with 
them. 

Gary Yoder, Controller, entered the meeting to discuss Acocks' budget. Mr. Yoder 
stated all out-departments are givQ1one half of their appropriation and the 
second half is given when a need is shown for these funds. Mr. Yoder noted 
this practice was initiated by the Budget and Executive Committee. He further 
stated he does not recall receiving a request from Acocks for the second half 
of their appropriation. Thomas Solka will be asked for an opinion on withholding 
funds appropriated by the Board. Mr. Pellow stated the financial problems of 
the facility would be solved for 1978 if they receive the second half of the 
1976 appropriation. 

___________ Commissioner Potvin felt a recommendation and • schedule for long range planning 
for Acocks should be drawn up by the County 13oard of Institutions for discussion. -·--- -
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Commissioner Carlson stated reports have been received by County Board 

members on the operation of Acocks. Mrs. Cheatham stated she has been approached 

by employees on staffing shortages which have affected the employees' morale. 

A discussion was held on personnel problems at the facility. According to 

Mr. Pellow, Dr. Sherk and Dr. Bertucci believe patient care at the facility 

is excellent. 

Commissioner Carlson stated he will request that the second half of Acocks' 

1976 appropriation be allocated. Commissioner Bollero and Ruby Cheatham 

agreed with Commissioner Carlson's recommendation; Commissioners Farrell and 

Potvin expressed reservations. 

·A copy of the contracts for the Sheriff and Courthouse unions will be 

forwarded to Mr. Pellow, as well as a copy of the State statute dealing with 

the County Board of Institutions. A -committee meeting will be set up early 

in December to continue discussion of Acocks with the Board of County 

Institutions. 

Commissioner Potvin stated he's received information that an air conditioning 

system must be installed at the _facility as windows can not be opened jn the 

kitchen and laundry rooms. Commissioner Potvin felt dust from a nearby 

pellet plant causes this problem. According to Mr. Pellow, Allen Schoolcraft 

from the State Health Department has requested that windows not be opened in 

these rooms. 

Prior to adjournment, the committee decided ·to meet with the Friend ·of the 

Court concerning operations of that department. There being no further 

business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 



L 

•· 
October 5, 19'n 

The Welfare Contact Committee meeting ·was du1y cal.led and held October 5, 
19'n at ?:00 p.m. in the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Carlson, Bollero, Racine, Potvin and Farrell. 

Absent: None. 

In Attendance: Lynn Emerick, U.P. Health Systems Agency; Mike Zorza, 
Emergency Services Director; and Richard Potter, Director of the Health 
Department. 

The meeting was called to order. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
ambu1ance services in the county. Current services available in the county 
were discussed. The new Marquette City ambu1ance service, to take effect 
January 1, 19?8, was outlined by Mike Zorza and Lynn Emerick regarding 
staffing and·operations. Ambu1ances and ambu1ance staff must be licensed 
for operation according to Dr. Potter. 

Ms. Emerick stated Delta County put together a proposal for federal funds to 
run a paramedic program within the Sheriff Department. Two vehicles wou1d 
be used for Qoth ~mergency services and patrol purposes, and ten individuals 
wou1d act both as deputies and paramedics. Under the grant Delta County 
wou1d have to pay 30% of the program's cost for the first year; 50% during the 
second year; and 7rtX, during the third year. Thereafter, the county wou1d fund 
the fu11 program. 

Mike Zorza stated it may be possible to interest groups in low: popu1ated 
areas such as McFarland and Wells Township, where an emergency vehicle is not 
practical, to equip the community with basic life support systems. Lynn 
Emerick stated this wou1d be a cost effective way to provide medical care. 

Mike Zorza felt linking up the communications system is the logical first 
step in the program. A discussion was h~ld on coordinating communication 
services between police agencies and emergency servic~ such as ambu1ances 
and hospitals. 

Delta County has established an Advisory Committee of the Board to deal with 
ambulance service. Mike Zorza and lJnD, Emerick were requested to draft a 
letter on the communications system for consideration by the connnittee and 
for possible presentation to the Board. Commissioner Bollero suggested ; 
the CQmmi ttee approach police agencies before going to the Board on this 
matter. 

Mike Zorza stated the rescue service will be a support unit for the ambu1ance 
services and will be used as a mobile training unit. Volunteers will man 
the program and will be paid "on call". The extrication equipment is to be 
stored at the County Airport. 

Qualifications for crash rescue service personnel was discussed. :Applications 
have been sent by Mike Zorza to fire protection agencies. Those who have 
applied are mostly medical technicians. Commissioner Bollero felt Airport 

mployees shou1d be trained for this purpose. 

Commissioner Carlson stated one approach to improve county ambu1ance service 
would -be to subsidize current systems. The upgrading of the current programs 
would be necessary to receive subsidies. 

Commissioner Potvin suggested providing funds to purchase basic life system 
equipment for low popu1ated areas if people in those area attend paramedic 
classes. He also suggested the use of incentive payments for individuals 
who attend such programs. 
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Commissioner Potvin felt the cooperation of citizen band radio operators 
should be requested. . It was noted the Sheriff Department is doi.Jg this now 
on a limited basis. 

Mike Zorza stated a great dea1 of involvement from agencies and hospita1s 
will be required. He felt an Advisory Committee is necessary if the 
program is to be successful. 

The communications system will be the first order of business. Dr. Richard 
Potter, Lynn Emerick and Mike Zorza will act as an Advisory Committee to the 
Welfare Contact Committee for the subsidization idea and to draft a proposa1 
for a broader Advisory Committee to discuss the pr,ogram at a more advanced 
stage. Mike Zorza, Lynn :Emerick and Dr. Potter left the meeting. 

Acocks Medical Facility was discussed. The Budget and Executive Committee 
would like the Welfare Contact Committee to look into the operations of 
Acocks for the purpose of advising them during the budgetary process in the 
coming year. Commissioner Carlson stated various commissioners have received 
calls regarding patient care at the facility. It was noted the Board of 
County Institutions is responsible for the facility. The committee will 
meet with this board at their next meeting. The meeti~g then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 

i . 
I ,. 



Aurrust 23, 1977 

The Welfare Cont act Committee was duly called and held on Aueust 23, 1977 at 
_3:00 p.m • . at the Courthous_e Annex. 

Present: Commiscioners Carlson, Bollero, Farrell and Potvin. 

Absent: Commissioner Racine. 

In Attendance: Frank Patterson, Department of Social Services. 

Copies of a letter from Lynn Emerick, .u.P. Rea.1th Systen A~ency, Inc., recnrdin~ 
ambulance service quality were provided to the committee. A ·county ambulance 
service ,-,ill be discussed with Ms. Emerick and Dr. Potter at the Septenber 
rneetine of the committee. 

Commissioner. Potvin stated he talked to Norma Schoo.:i.over on Title VI fundins 
·for a Clerk/Typist in the Friend of the Court's Office. !·~s. Sc:!-toonover is 
,-,orkine :.-,ith the Friend of the Court on this and it will he discussed at a, 
up-coming CETA meeting. 

Acocks IIedical Facility was discussed. Commissioner- Carlsorr questioned 
whether the committee should make a recor.m1endation to t~e Budget and Executive 
Committee on the Acocks Medical Facility budget. Comissioner Bollero fel t 
more mo!'l.ey should b e appropria.ted for the running of the f acility. Comnissioner 
Farrell noted the Board of County Institutions operntes the f acility. 
Commissioner Bollero sugcested sending a letter to Art}iur Heibel requestins 
information on the long range proeram for the facility. 

Hr. Patterson, D.s.s., Nas present to discuss ·\-telfare benefits for 
stri!dng i-,orkers. It Has noted tp.e State is t ald.nc eve:- t~e r;erreral assist~~ce procraJ!l 
fron t he county uhich i·.ri.11 exclude county responsibiiity for ,:clfare ccnefits. 
·Nr. Patterson stated D.s.s. has been in constant contact ':!i th cor:mmni ty union 
rep:-esento.tives on ~-:elfare eligibility. D.s.s. represente.tives _.a.ve gone ot:t 
in the field to provide information to the s-!:rikers. Also, all corununi ty 
union rer,resentatives from t :-.e loc8ls attended a r.1eetirrc set up by Soci :'¾l 
Ser,rices and ~'.'ere provided :naterials to apply for benefit s and information 
o~ eligi bility • • To be eligible forte Food Stamp Program exce~s resou~ces cannot eY.ceed 
51,500. This figure ,-.,otud :i ncludc camps, be nt s, etc. Cne ,.,e:1icle is 
exenpt from this fi e;ure. T!,.e excess resource requirer:ient elimin;,tes t1--.e 
majori t ~." of t he strikers a ccording to ~~r. Patt erson. 

Food stamp assistance is based on: 1) Net income; 2) Household size; 3) Available 
resources. Ma."cimum allowable income for eli~ibi1ity (hased on D.S.S. 
computc?,tions) for a one person family is ~>262/month; for a h:o person f e.ndly , 
S341~/month ; .for a three person f amily, ~1447 /month; for a five person f~ily , 
$673/month; and for a seven person fcunily, ~~893/r:ionth, etc. 

Some strikers uho o.re not elic;ible for ,1elfare • benefits in August because of 
back pay received may be eligible in Se.pter:iber, according to I-~. Pc>.tterso'n. 

Conmissioner Bollero requested a written breakdo,-m of general a ssistance 
prog ram requireme·nts, and nn:r oth er procroms av~lable to striking uorkers, . 
so they c .:-n be sent b;',r t:10 ~o:1rd to union repreocnt :.tti vcc . 

It • .. ms · noted, ~:!'le r;enc~aJ. m.sist:,nce pro r;:u;i is very restrictive. Onl~r 
s i n:;:::.. e people •.:o uld be elir;i le f or this t:rpc of p~·o,c:;r .'.lr.1 . 

ADC is 1 ::i..sed on f .:i.miJ.y siz e (nust ~1 <'-Ve ·ch ildren) .:u,cl in·,ol , es pcrs or.<'l, · ous e), oln 
and shelter needs. A ~~2 ,000 excess resourc€ reciuirer:ient nust be met t o receive 
ADC . .S even ,undred-fift;y doll:i.rs for one vcld cle for purposes o f e r:iplo;y:-1ent 
only m:i.,: be e xempt ed from the ~2 ,000 fi~ure. 
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To receive fl.DC an indi vidunl must register for ':!IN nnd HESC prov,r oms and he 
out of uork for at lea.st 30 dr-i ys prior to receipt of the first ADC check. 
efusinG a j ob will a::fect eligi bility ; the j ob, ho•,;ever, must .. e similar to 

what they h_ave been doing. ./\f ter Il!eetinc requi:r:ements for ADC a person receives 
a money r;rant, Medicaid, and is eligi ble for food stamps. 

Hr. Patte:::-son noted striking workers are not eligible for unemployr:ie:1t 
benefits. 

He sto.ted the ADC, Food St arrp and General Assistance procrar.is are t:1.e t h:::-ee 
basic proerams available. Hr. Patterson stated the community union represent c:i.-
tives have informed their members of the benefits available to them. 
Comnissioner Carlson stated it would be useful to publish the requirements 
for the different types of aid in the ne·.·1spaper for the strild,ng •.:orkers' 
information. 

Mr. Patterson stated the county has no discretion or autr.ority in Helfare 
pro;;rcns Hithin the county since the county released the responsibility 
to the State. 

The then adjourned. 

Respectfully subr:iitted, 

Secret n.ry 

• 



,, 

July 26, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committee meeting was duly called and held July 26, 1977 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Bollero, Potvin, Farrell .and Carlson. 

Absent: Commissioner Racine. 

In Attendance: Shari Meyers, Juvenile Division. 

Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order. The committee discussed a 

CETA position request ·by the Friend of the Court's Office • .. The Personnel 

Committee did not act on this request at their last meeti·hg. It was noted the 

office had given up a half time clerk/typist at the end of 1976. At the 

March, 1977 meeting of the Welfare Contact Committee Betty Howe had stated 

maintaining a status file on those making support payments has increased 

collections greatly in Delta County. 

Commissioner Potvin .stated the Friend of the Court has est·ablished a file system 

and that he will contact Mr. VanOverloop regarding submitting an application .. 

for Title VI :funds. · 

Commissioner Carlson noted at the -last Welfare Contact Committee meeting the 

County Lands and Buildings Committee had been requeste~ to look into installing 

an air conditioning system at Acocks Medical .Facility. A memo was received 

from that committee stating no action was taken becaus~ it is possible the 

system will be installed without county expense. It was noted CCI has stated 

they may pay :for this because dust from their operatio~s cause much of the 

problem. 

Commissioner Carlson stated he would like to have a ~eeting with CCI on this. 

Commissioner Carlson will contact Art Riebel, Business Manager, Acocks Medical 

Facility, on this matter and also Commissioners Cheatham and Krock, members 

of the Board of Institutions. 

Shari Meyers was present to discuss the 1977 Child Care Fund. She stated 

additional money will be·needed by October, 1977. As .of June, 1977 there was 

a balance of $36,451.35 in the fund. She stated the fund will need an additional 

S25,00> to S29,0<D for the remainder of the year. Shm stated the problem 

with budgeting for the Child Care Fund is the uncertainty of the type of care 

that will be necessary for children referred to the court. 

Occassionally children must be placed in a security type :facility uiike the 

open atmosphemof the Youth Home. Commissioner Potvin suggested working with 

the Sherfff concerning detaining juvenile offenders over 16 who need more 

security then the Youth Home offers. Mrs. Meyers stated there is a need for 

a detention facility in this area and a state run institution for those who 

need long term treatment. 

In regard to the Child Care Fund, Mrs. Meyers .said bills left from last year 

have had to be paid this year ammounting to $13,400. Commissioner Potvin 

stated bills should not be carried over to a new year. Shari noted the state 

has, in the past, been five to six month behind in submitting bills but has 

gone to a new system nnd the county has received a backlog of bills. Commissioner 

Potvin felt Youth H0 rre expenses should be studied. The committee then discussed 

the state's report on the Youth Home. 

Counnissioner Carlson noted a memo to Judge Anderegg from Don Merckx, Youth Home 

Supervisor, requesting that his position be placed in a group classification. 

This request should go through the union. 

Commissioner Carlson also stated Don Merckx had informed the Assistant 

Controller he would like to move out of the Youth Fo~e but retain his position. 

Mrs. Meyers could not provide any information on thi s request. Commissioner 

Carlson would like the judge's views on this matter. He stated a written 

fequest will have to be submitted by Mr. Merckx before action is taken. Shari 

will submit a repo.rt to the Budget and Executive Committee on the request and 

.n--suggested- job- c-lassification......for __ &._J1Q_rclpt~__p~~ition. Shari then left the 

meeting. · --·--:---~----- ----

i 
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Commissioner Carlson stated the county should attempt to look at ambulance 
services within the county. He noted there has been concern expressed by 
the City of Ishpeming on the expense of maintaining an ambulance service 
and there are feelings the services provided are not adequate for the county's 
needs. The committee felt an administrator from Marquette General North; 
Tom McNabb from the City of Marquette; Robert Noe from the City of Ishpeming; 
someone from Gwinn, ·as they have an ambulance service; along with Mike Zorza, 
Lynn Emerick and Dr. Potter should be brought together to discuss the problem. 

The meeting then adjourned. ·' 

Respectf:?llY submitted, 

Secretary 

: .- -

I 
- ,. : _ -..... 

·I 



• June 28, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committee 'meeting was duly called and held on June 28, 
1977 at 3:00 p.m. at the Courthouse Annex. 

Present: Commissioners Bollero and Carlson. 

Absent: Commissioners Farrell, Potvin and Racine. 

Commissioner Carlson called the meeting to order. 

The commissioners discussed the need for an additional position for the 
Friend of the Court's Office to organize files and develop · a system to 
improve support payment collections. It was felt the Friend of the Court 
could apply for CEI'A funds for such a position. A recommendation will be made 
to the Friend of the Court to submit an application for CEI'A funds as soon as 
possible for a position in his office. It was noted the application must first 
be submitted to the Personnel Committee for review and that this should be done 
by their next meeting on JuJ.y 21, 1977. The Friend of the Court will be 
informed that he can •contact Commissioner Potvin for assistance on the CEI'A 
application. 

The Hill-Burton Act, which concerns the hospitalization payments of indigent . 
patients, was discussed. Commissioner Carlson stated he and Commissioner 
Potvin will meet with people from Marquette General Hospital on this matter 
and a report will be submitted at the next Welfare Contact Committee. 

It was noted a .Letter was received from Art Riebel, Business Manager, 
Acock's Medical _;;Facility, in response -to a letter ~ent by Commissioner Bollero 
con.cerning . the need- for an air conditioning systellli in .the:. facility. A copy of 
the letter-will be sent-to the ~ County Lands and- BuH.a.ings-Commi ttee- wi-th a 
recommendat1on -fromJhe Welfare Contact Comm~ttee ·that -the system be ~nstalled 
and that their committee look into various ways of financing the system. A 
report on action .taked by that committee wil1 ·be requested. It was noted a 
recommendation may have to be submitted to the Budget and Executive Committee 
concerning payment or partial payment of the system. 

Landscaping and surfacing of the drive-way at the Marquette County Youth Home 
was discussed. A letter will be sent to the County- Lands and-·Buildings Committee 
stating that the Welfare Contact Committee strongly believes that the landscaping 
and drive=way -.-must be --finishec\ with a recommendation __ that the committee see -
that this i.s accompl-ished. A r~port on ac.tion taken by tha-c:::.commi tteiLon :-2-. 
this matter- will be requested. -

A l ·et-t-er froIIc-Betsy Little, ---Coo..r.di-n-ator, ~Marquette :Ge-unty Citizens::::Advocac.y -= 
Progra.m,-was--rec-e~ved--concerning. a proposcll=-w:r~t~en by ~he _Marquett.e- Association_ 
of-:Re.t-arded ..C-itizens for federal funds. The Board's secretary will . contact 
Ms-. Little for more -1nformation on this letter. _ 

As there -was no further business- to-,.comtr-b-e-fore =-the . commi ttee,-=the -meeting-· 
was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,--

Secretary 
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April 26 , 1977 

A meetinc of the Wel fare Contact Committee was duly ,cnlled and held on 

April 26 , 1977 , 4:00 p . m., at Acock ' s Medico.l Facility. 

Present: Commissioners Bollero, Potvin , Farrell and Racine. 

-. Absent: Commissioner Carlson. 

In Attendance: Acock' s Board of 'l'rustees 'rhomas F. Pellow 9 Rihcnrd c. Coombs 9 

Or vo Kroolc 9 Dr . J.P. Bertucci, Lou H. Chappel l , Ruby Cheatham, and Ann 

Ri chards; Arthur L. Hiebel, Administrator; Pamel a Gallo.y , Social \·forker; 

Shari Pl -tt ; .:md Larry Beltrame . 

The following comments were made . There are over 100 people on the wait ing 

list to enter Acock ' s Nedical Facility. A new program \·;ill soon be introduced 

at Acock' s on a trial basis. This is a Profess ional Standarcs Review Organization 

(PSRO) pilot progr am. The thrust of the program is to determine ,-1hether 

patients should be continued as a patient or should they be moved to a less 

skil led co.re center or home. The att empt is to place patients at a facility 

that can provide adequate care with the least slcilled st aff . · The problem seems 

to be who.t and wher e are the alternate facilities? Adult Foster Homes are 

one of the possibilities . 

Mr •. Chappell stated the key to con inuation and improvement at Acock 1 s is how 

lon6 and to what extent will tro.rpo.yers subsidize Acock' s. Hr . Cahppell was 

also concerned with the l iabilities of the Acock's Board in their l awsuit with 

former er.ployees. 

\\1hile at Acock I s the comrni ttee met t·1i th Ms . Platt and Larry Bel trame about a 

long delayed plan for the current year that CUPPAD uas t o provide . Also, a 

discussion Has held on the possibilities of cooperating again this coming year. 

It Has moved by Commissioner Farrell , seconded by Conmissioner Potvin and 

passed ummi r.10usly to recommend that the Bon.rd endorse the course of a ction 

that Ms. Platt and Mr . Beltrnme recommend. The Board is to be advised prior t o 

the May 4, 1977 meeting. 

klc 

Respectfully su r.iitted , 

Donald K. Potvin , Member 
Wel fare Contact Committ ee 

-- - ··--- --- ---- - ---------- ----•----- ------



,. 
I •· ADMISSIONS POLICY 

ACOCKS M'EDICAL CARE FACILITY 

1. To place a name on the waiting list of the Acocks Medical Care Facility an 
application must be filled out completely. Applications have been provided 
to the Social Service Departments at Marquette General Nor-th, Marquette General 
South and F.A. Bell Memorial Hospital. The Adult Placement Worker at the 
Marquette County Department of Social Services also has applications. A family 

·- '·. wishing to place a name on the list may also call Acocks and one will be mailed 
immediately. 

2. Applications will only be accepted from .Marquette County residents. 

3. It is very important that these applications are filled out completely because 
the information requested is very pertinent. It alerts the Facility whether 
the needed governmental regulations have been fulfilled (i.e. determination of 
level of care through the R-19/904 process, source of payment, etc.) If these · 
items have not been completed then the Facility can assist in completing them. 

4. All patients must be admitted on the order of a licensed physician. Each new 
admission must be accompanied by a full medical report which contains sufficient 
information to provide continuous care. This is another reason why a completed 
application is important so that the Facility can assist families who are attemp ting 
to place a person directly from the home. It is mandatory that the family doctor 
is contacted and medical records compiled. 

5. All names are placed on the waiting list in chronological order (date application 
is made) according to level of care (l.e. skilled or basic). Skilled patients 
have first preference, since the Facility has sixty-three licensed skilled beds. 
The Facility has so many male and female beds. If a vacancy occurs due to the 
discharge or expiration of a male patient then the bed must be filled by a male 
patient. (Example: If an opening becomes available for a skilled male patient 
then the first name in that section of the waiting list will be given preference.) 
If there are no names on the waiting list for a skilled -bed then those waiting 
for a basic bed will be contacted. The waiting list is updated periodically to 
check the s~atus of those waiting (i.e. possible change in level of care, already 
been placed, etc.) ATTACHED IS A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF SKILLED AND BASIC CARE LEVELS. 

- J11,4·L • 1,1.,._ -::f"- /<,. .. d /L/Z,·C-L - . 
6.. There :is no priority given~ to private pay patients. Source of payment, whether 

the patient can pay privately, or utilize Medicare and Medicaid will in no way 
hinder his admission. 

7. lf • person requires a tremendous amount of medical attention thei~case will be 
reviewed individually before admission to make sure that the Facility ha s the 
needed staff and medical equipment to meet the medical needs of that particular 
patient. There are cases that require extended care and in order to provide the 
appropriate care costly medical equipment .is required. 



March 22 , 1977 

A meeting was held on March 22 , 1977 at 3:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting 

was to develop a system t hat would facilitate the collection of payments that 

are to be made to the Friend of the Court . This meeting was att ended by 

Mr. VanOverloop,. Lyle Trombly, Pat Micklow, Gary \-/alker and Commissioner 

Potvin. 

The basic· ch~~es· made . \~ere much ns expected by t he Welfare Contact Committee. 

A neH card file system ·has been set up that locates , with ease , the current 

status of the po.yors . There seems to be a determined effort to get current 

with these collections. 

It appears that another area of concern to the Welfare Contact Commi ttee has 

been t aken care of . It seems that the Courts have cegun t o support t he 

collection process by holding Show Cause Hearings , as requested by the Friend 

of the Court . Without the proper response the people in default s hall be 

cited by the Cour t . In the l? st t his step i n the procedure had · been a real 

bottle neck . Further improvement is the Hillingness of the Courts t o sign 

URESJ\ petitions as requested. This is an agreer.ient between some States t o 

f acilitate collection from payors that l eave the State. 

Attached is a copy of the follow-up system. 

klc 

Hespectfully submitted , 

Donald K. P~tvin , Member 
Welfare Contact Committee 



~: .. 
FRTEND OF THE COURT FO~P PROCEOORES _ • 

A card index should be started containing nayor's name ·and address, 

payee's name and whether navee is ADC or not, court, docket number, type 

of order, and support amount. This index system will be coml?__rised of all 

court orders in Marquette County, with cards filed in alpheb~tical order 

in slot marked "Current Month". (See Chart). When the payer makes his 

full monthly support.payment, the card is transferred to the slot marked 

"Payment Complete"• 

At the end of the month the balance of the cards in 11Gurrent Month" 

are pulled and a letter is sent to the payor. (See Example Letter). The 

cards are then placed in• the 1110 Day Letters" slot. If the payment is 

received or other arrangements are made, the card is to be placed in the 

"Payment Complete" slot. If no response or an unsatisfactory response is 

received, the card is transferred to the "Contempt Investigation" slot. 

The Friend of the Court will then conduct an investigation into the payer's 

_ability to pay. 

When it has been determined that the payor's circumstances have changed 

enough to warrant a modification of the order, the Friend of the Court, will 

ref~~ the case for modification and place the card in the appropriate slot. 
. . . . - -

The card will r emain there until the court has ruled. If it has been deter-

Jnined that the payor is possibly in contempt of the support order, the matter 

is referred for a contempt hearing and the card is placed in the appropriate 

slot; The card will remain there until the court has ruled. In both cnses, 

once the court has ruled the card :J.s to be returned to the ''Payment Complete 11 

slot. 

When it has been determined that the Friend of the Court does ·not have 

a complete address or a letter is retU.fI:ed marked 1'Undelivcrnble 0,_ n rcque·st 

is to be made or ·the DSS Support Specialist for locating services. The requc~t 

.. , 
i ' 

_.,_ -.... ·- ··-· . - .. --· -- -- ·-·-·-··---·------·-- -··- - - - - --- . --- ·- .. _ .. __ ... . 
. . . 



\ . 

• . : • •· is t~ contain the following information: name, social security number, 

or a past employer of the payor, payer's last lmown address, and date of · 

birth, if available. The payee's name~ court case number and dQte of the 

order :-.hould also be included on the r equest. Once the request for locating 
---

services has been made, the _card is to be placed in the appropriate slot. 

If non-payment is on a URESA order, the matter is to be referred to the 

Prosecutor's office . The card will be placed in the appropriate slot and 

remain there until payment is received. 

Lyle Trombly, Support Specialist 
Marquette County, DSS 

., 
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. , .. • •• 
------

Dear ....... • 

Upon examination of your payment record, it has ·been determined that 
you are now$ in arr ears. Since the court has ordered ---------
this Child Support, it is expected that you keep payments current. There-
fore, if a check in the above amount is not received by -----------this matter will be referred for contempt proceedings befor e the Circuit 
Court. 

If you have any questions, make an appointment with me before 

so we might discuss your -arrearage. ---------------
Very truly yours, 

.. 

I 
I .. 

---- ... __ ...,_ .. ___ -- ·---- . ----- -



March 22, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committee was duly called and held March 22, 1977 at 
3:00 p.m. at the County Courthouse. 

Present: Commissioners Carlson, Bollero, Farrell, Racine and Potvin. 

Absent : None. 

In Attendance: Mary Lou Fontaine, Department of Socia1 Services; Harold 
VanOverloop, Friend of the Court;. Gary Walker, Pat Micklow and Wayne Jussila 
of the Prosecuting Attorney's Office; Marigene Richardson, Betty Howe and 
J~es Dompierre, Social Services Board; and.Lyle Trombl~y, Social -Services 
Department. 

Discussion was held on the Juvenile Justices joint grant for fiscal year 
1976-77 between Menominee, Marquette and Dickinson counties in which CUPPAD 
is acting as coordinator. 

Mary Lou Fontaine stated CUPPAD has indicated the erant has been approved and· 
the program will be implemented iri April or May. She added some funds will be 
lost because of the late start of the program. 

Mary Lou Fontaine stated the county could apply for a similar grant for fiscal 
year 1977-78 without the services of CUPPAD as she felt their services were 
not needed. Under the grant $4,000.00 was recieved by the county and $1,000 by 
CUPPAD for acting as coordinator. 

Commissioner Carlson stated he will send a letter to CUPPAD regarding the grant. 

Commissioner Carlson requested that the Welfare Contact Committee continue to 
receive monthly reports from the departments, as has been done in the past, 
even though the committee will meet . with these departments on a quarterly basis. 

Discussion then turned to the grant received from the State of Hichigan for the 
purpose of helping Social Services on legal issues. Commissioner Carlson stated 
the committee wanted to hold an information session ,\~th the Prosecuting 
Attorney's Office and the Social Services Board on this matter. 

It was noted a Cooperative Reimbursement Program was initiated in 1970 for the 
purpose of expanding services in regard to establishing paternity, prosecuting 
welfare fraud cases and matters dealing with child support • .An incentive payment 
of 25% of all support payments collected were returned to the county the first 
year and 101/4 will be returned for each succeeding year. 

Mary Lou stated the purpose of returning these funds is to expand the collection 
services. She noted this has not been done. $60,000.00 was received by the 
county in 1976·. 

Harold VanOverloop stated $42,000.00 in support payments were collected in 
January, 1977. Mary Lou Fontaine said this is 41.5% of the collectible funds. 
She added 44% of the _collectible funds were received in Fetruary and 37% in 
December, 1976. 

The Prosecutor's Office and the Friend of the Court Office receives $53,000 
yearly from the State and Federal governments to assist in child support 
collections. According to Gary \·talker, welfare fraud cases no longer fall 
under the grant. 

Gary Walker stated funding is used for the salaries of a secretary, attorney, 
a .half-time investigator and some office expenses. He said by law these funds 
ere to ·be used for the .program and that his office submits monthly reports of 
their activities. 

,, 
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The ·Prosecutor's Office recetves $41,000 per year from the grant and the Friend 

of the Cottrt receives $12,000.00, which is used· to supplement the Friend of 

the Court's salary and a secretary's. salary. 

Mr. Trombley stated he acts as a liason between t~e courts, Prosecutor's Office 

and Friend of the Court and refers paternity and child support cases·. He 

noted the Prosecutor's Office handles reciprocal agreements between states in 

regard to support collections. 

Wayne Jussila discussed his responsibilities, which include a follow-up on 

cases; initiating action on out of state ·cases; forwarding letters to recipients 

of aid; interviews; and preparing petitions. 

Nary Lou stated a tri-county coordinator had been working as a liason in r eferring 

cases to the Prosecutor's Office, however, currently they are working direct l y 

with the Prosecutor's Office, which is more effective. 

James Dompierre stated he felt the ideal situation would be for the Soci al 

Services Board to have their own attorney to work on these cases. He said 

action is needed as only 30'/4 to 40;~ of c~urt ordered payments are received. 

He felt more publicity in regard to t he prosecution of f r aud cases Hould det er 

others from doing t he same. 

It was noted Lansing is appraised of all referrals to the prosecut or concerni n~ 

cases of fraud. 

GB.!Y Walker stated Helfare fraud cases are handled by his office in t he s ame. 

manner as all criminal cases. Hayne Jussila stated six fraud cases i-:ent t o 

court l ast year and restitution is being made. Mr. Trombley f elt it would be 

beneficial if an assistant prosecutor could be assigned to the Department of 

Social Services. 

Eary Lou stated referrals of some alleged fraud cases date back to 1974 and 1q75. 

She informed t he committee that in setting up reimQursement plans only the 

approval of the plans are needed from the Prosecut or. 

Gary Walker stat ed the Social Services Board cannot hire an attorney to 

handl~ fraud prosecutions; only the prosecutor can do t his. 

Under the grant the Prosecutor's Office handles paternity, uresas, st a~e 

reciprocal cases, support actions, interim support orders, among others. Pat 

Micklow stated it takes a great deal of effort to prepnre such cases as paternity 

cases. 

The committee discussed problems in scheduling and getting cases heard in one of 

the Circuit Courts. It was felt th€re is not much the Board or Prosecutor can 

do to rectify this problem. 

Harold VanOverloop stated some show cause papers are not being served by the 

Sheriff's Department. He also noted he has only one hour per month in court 

for show causes and would like more time. 

Commissioner Carlson felt the service of papers may improve under the current 

administration. Harold VanOverloop will let the committee know if the situ~tion 

remains the same. Lyle Trombley stated services do not _have to be made h:v the 

Sheriff's Department. 

Harold VanOverloop stated in some cases the father does not have the ability to 

pay the court ordered child support and other fathers are hard to locate. 

,. . 
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Betty Howe asked if there is a status record for each case. Additional staff 

wo~ld be needed for .investigations and updating of the files. It w~s noted 

Delta County has done this and increased their support payments. Mr. VanOverloop 

stated there are over 1100 active cases on file. 

Lyle Trombley noted that. ADC cases must be reviewed every two years and the law 

requires that when payments areaelinquent a letter must be sent out to the father. 

Commissioner Potvin suggested looking into C.ETA funds to hire someone t.o update 

the support records. It was suggested Lyle Trombley, Harold VanOverloop, and 

Commissioner Potvin work out a preliminary plan in terms of budgeting and 

developing a continuing program to keep records up to date. The Prosecutor's 

Office would be involved in setting up the plan also. 

The committee will meet with the Acock's Board April 26, 1977 at 3:00 p.m. at 

the Acock's Facility, and with Art Riebel and Dorothy Mendelsohn, Acting 

Director, to review, in part, their admissions policy. 

The Hill-Bm ton Act was briefly discussed. Commissioner Carlson and Potvin and 

Mary Lou Fontaine will check with officials at the hospital on their position 

in cases involving indigent patients. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 

,, 



February 22 , 1977 

The Welfare Contact Committ ee was duly call ed and held February 22, 1977 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Office of Probate Judge. 

Present : Commissioners Carlson, Bollero, Farrell, Racine and Potvi~. 

Absent: None. 

In Attendance: Judge Anderegg; Shari Platt, Juvenile Division Director. 

Shari handed out an information sheet on the Probate Code and went over the 
code with t he committee. The code stipulates that all efforts be made to 
keep a child in their own home. 

Shari stat ed there are two kinds of crimes committed by juveniles: status 
of fenses and delinquency offenses. A status offense is a crime committed by 
a chi ld -that would not be considered a cr i me if the per®n was an :adult, 
such as run aways and truancy. 

The section of t he code dealing with foster homes stat es under what circumstances 
a child can be taken f rom t he home. The law provides criteria for when a child 
may be placed in a det ent ion home or foster home. 

Shari s t ated t he children at the Youth Home range from 13 to 17 years of age. 
Judge Anderegg stated part of the Probate Code deals with the principles of 
the court syst em, such as trying to keep the family ~ ogether. He also s t ated 
pr oceedings in Probate Court are rehabilit ative not punitive. 

The referral to the Juvenile _CDurt generally- comes 1rom a police :agency ~r 
the Department of Social Services, and are funneled through the Prosecuting 
Attorney's Office. The prosecuting attorney determines- whether ~he charges 
have merit. 

Once a referral comes from the prosecuting attorney it goes to Shari who 
assigns cases to the probation officers. Petitions are filled out in 
Probate Court, but the Judge is hoping to turn ·this over to the police. 

At a preliminary hearing the parents, child, probation officer and prosecuting · 
attorney ·appear in court. At the hearing the child and parent are advised of 
the circumstances of the chargee; it :is determine:l whether an attorney will be 
appointed or if the child will be kept in detention if he/she is already in 
detention. A trial date will also be set during the preliminary hearing. 
Usually hearings are set within a week or ten days. The child has a right to 
a jury trial, \·rhich is a six person jury. 

At the formal hearing regular trial rules are followed. This is divided into 
two phases: judicial and disposition. During the judicative phase the judge 
or jury makes a determination whether the act charged was committed. 

In non-jury cases, when the Judge decides the child committed the offense, the 
probation officer will be asked if disposition is ready or if he/she wants an 
adjournment. For serious offenses disposition is adjourned for a week to ten 
days. Family and school histories will be compiled in these cases and will 
include the probation officer's recommendation. The prosecuting attorney and 
defense -attorney will be asked for their recommendations, as well as the parents' 
and child's. 

The Judge then_iisted the various types of sentencing. _ 

He stated unofficial probation is used to deal with first offenders. This is 
usually a six month term and the record can be expunged if the child behaves. 

Official 
of age. 
sentence 

probation is when the child is put on probation until he is 17 years 
Different Judges handle this sentencing differently, however. This 
will be reviewed in six months and can be discharged if the juvenile 

officer so recommends. 
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Judge Anderegg s t ated a person can be referred to Probate Court up to 19 years 
of age. Most people kept beyond 17 years of age however, are wards of the 
State. 

A third type of disposition is removing the child from their home and placing 
them in ·a foster home. There are strict rules for licensing foster homes. 

Another alternative is committment to the Department of Social Services. 'fh.ey 
have their own foster homes and group homes. Group homes help children who 
have problems dealing ¼~th their peers. 

A child may also be placed in a structured institut ion, where educat ion and 
usually psychiatric t reatment are given, if needed. Such an institution cost s 
$4o.OO per day . 

I f a child is over 15 years of age and the Probate Court has done all they can 
t he J udge can waive the child t o Circuit Court. 

The J udge stated neglect and abuse cases are taken care of by prot ective 
agencies. 

Shari passed out the Juvenile Di vision's annual report and \•1ent over the report 
with t he committee. The report listed types and a.mounts of referrals. Total 
int ake, not including traffic cases, amounted to 804 in 1976. 

The Judge -informed the committee that a petition to Probate Court may contain 
more than one offense. First time offenders referred to Probate Cvurt totaled 
458 and the amount of repeat offenses· totaled 346. 

The financial statement for 1976 was provided for the committee's information. 
Total cost to the county for 1976 was $76,683.60. Shari explained that a cash 
flow problem resulted in the budget being in the red. The state is behind in 
payments to the county. 

The Judge determines how much a family can reimburse to the county for legal 
expenses. Judge Anderegg stated he is attempting to collect payments due to 
the county at this time. The Circuit Court bailiff will conduct financial 
invest igations for Probate Court in the future. 

Shari passed out a report on the Youth Home. 122 children were in the Youth 
Home for 1,938 days of detention. This was from March, 1976 to December, 1976. 

Shari passed out the child care fund report to the committee for January, 1977. 
Total expenditures were $15,328.56; total reimbursements, $13,500.25. 

Seven children were at the Youth Home for January, 1977, for a total of 57 
days. Total intake, which included traffic, status and delinquency offenses 
was 82. 

It was noted, the cost of Youth Home operations include food, salaries for 
staff, utilities, etc. 

Shari--passed--out·-±nformation on the rules -and regulations-t--hat the Juvenile 
Division .must follm.., to be able to operate. Dental and medical exams must be 
gi ve·n to each -chi-ld · entering the. ·Youth. Home.. :-_ 

Judge Anderegg and Shari Platt then left the meeting. 

The committee discussed HB 4o46, which was referred to the committee by the 
Board. Commissioner Bollero stated the bill will help the elderly and he is 
in support of the bill. 
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• 
Commissioner Farrell statfd,no information is given on where the money is coming 
from. Colillllissioner Carlson stated the actual cost would not be knovm until 
the amount of people who will participate is known. Commissioner Potvin was 
concerned with the cost and where the money will be coming from. 

It was moved by Commissioner Farrell to recommend to the Board that they 
support the intent of House Bill 4046, but would like more information on the 
cost of the program, number of people who would be involved, and where the money 
,-10uld be coming from. He felt this area would benefit from such a bill because 
of the number of people who need this service. The motion was supported by 
Commissioner Potvin and carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Carlson stated he had met with the Social Services Board. They 
are concerned about the Prosecuting Attorney's grant of $50,000.00 to aid in 
the collection of support payments. 

Commissioner Carlson felt the committee should meet vrith Gary Walker on this 
matter concerning what happens to referrals and what action is taken. The 
committee will also meet with Harold VanOverloop and Wayne J ussila on this. 

Judge McDonald has not been pursuing ·family support payments according to a 
letter sent to Gary Walker from the Department of Social Services. This 
matter will be discussed with Gary Walker and Mary Lou Fontaine . 

A discussion was held on the policy of Acock's Board on selecting patients 
and t hose who need skilled nursing care. 

The committee also ~iscussed the Hill-Burton Act. The committee will inquire 
into the area hospital's policy toward the Hill-Burton Act . Commissioner 
Potvin stated a new law will be superceding the Hill-Burton Act. This will 
be discussed with Mary Lou Fontaine at the next meeting with her. 

Commissioner Carlson noted that Mary Lou Fontaine had informed him a grant 
application to aid juvenile services had been submitted to CUPPAD to process 
and no word has been received from CUPPAD on this. 

It was moved by Commissioner Potvin to authorize the committee Chairman to 
contact CUPPAD on the status of the $10,000.00 grant for Marquette County 
Department of Social Services, supported by Commissioner Farrell, and carried 
unanimously. 

It was moved by Commissioner Potvin, supported by Commissioner Farrell and 
carried unanimously to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 



• • 
January 27, 1977 

The Welfare Contact Cormnittee meeting was duly called and held at 7:00 p.m. 
in the County Courthouse. 

Present: CoPlthissioners Bollero, Carlson, Potvin, Farrell and.Racine. 

In Attendance: Mary Lou Fontaine, Director of the Department of Social Services 
in Marquette; and Don Kauppila, Juvenile Division Probation Officer. 

Mary Lou stated the county is gradually being phased out of paying for general 
assistance. The state will take over all general assistance payments in four 
years, except county hospitalization. She stated this costs approximately· 
S8,000.00 per year. 

Mary Lou mentioned that previously the County Board had established requirements 
for general assistance eligibility. This, however, has been taken over by the 
state which 11,as resulted in a decrease in the number of people eligible for 
general assistance, as they have tightened up the requirements. There hns been 
a decline of one third in the number eligible, although applications remain 
the same. 

Mary Lou Fbntaine presented the report concerning receipts and disbursements 
for the Social Welfare ·Fund. Refunds & Collection - Direct Relief, \·rhich 
concerns extended loan payments to general assistance people, totaled $3,950.80 
in December of 1976. 

It was noted the county does not receive discounts from county hospitals for 
the hospitalization expenses of general assistance persons. Mary Lou informed 
the committee a formula is used to derive at the amount of hospitalization a 
person will receive based on the individual's total excess funds (above t hose 
needed for living expenses). 

Commissioner Potvin mentioned the Hill-Burton Act regarding hospital services 
for indigents, and if general assistance people qualify under the act. 
Commissioner Potvin will gather information concerning this act. 

Mc:n Lou stated the Cash Aid account refers to direct cash payments, whereas 
Direct Tielief refers to in kind type of relief, such as paying a dental bill 
for an individual. 

Mary Lou said the Emergency Assistance Program covers such items as repairs for 
furnaces, stoves, etc. and is 100;~ reimbursed by the state. The Presumptive 
Eligibility Program provides advance payments for those presumed eligible for 
general assistance. 

Mary Lou stated not many refunds are collected in the hospitalization program; 
the total for December, 1976 was $420.00. She ·added, the bulk of the people 
receiving hospitalization benefits are . in the 21 year to 65 year age group. 

Mary Fontaine informed the committee that staff salaries and office space for 
the Department of Social Services are paid by the state. 

Mary Lou Fontaine explained the various disbursement nccounts . In regard to the 
Food Stamp Program, Mnry Lou informed the committee that areas not covered by the 
Post Office Food Stamp Program are covered by nn itinernnt worker. 

Mary Lou stated 54 general assistnnce recipients were involved in the Work and 
Training Program for December, 1976. The Work Training Pro~ram is n requirement 
for general assistance eligibility for those who are able to work. 

Commissioner Racine informed the committee the Emergency Services Department 
and Hea).th Department, with the aid of various clugs, will be distributing wDter 
containers to the arena in Marquette County sufferinR a shortaRe of wnter. He 
added a resolution will be presented to the Board regarding -this at there 
next meeting. 
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Mary Lou. stated $1.10 is paid to the Post Office per food stamp transaction. 
Sl,389.31 was paid for 1,263 transactions and $8,256.60 was paid for Upper 
Peninsula issuance. 24.1% of those estimated to be eligible for food stamps 
in Marquette County are actually participating. 

Mary Lou said the Friend of the Court makes child support collections for ADC 
mothemand transmits them to the Department of Social Services. 37'/4 of the 
collectible amount was received for the month of December, 1976. A discussion 
on the Friend of the Court's duties was held. The Friend of the Court will be 
invited to attend a meeting to explain the responsibilities of that office. 

Don Kauppila then presented the Child Care Fund report and explained the 
function of the Juvenile Division. He stated the Juvenile Division dealt 
primarily with delinquent children, non-criminal offenses; abused and neglected 
cases are heard by the court. 

For December, 1976 total expenditures for direct expenses, private agencies, and 
Youth Home operat ion were $12,114.91. 

Annual expenditures for 1976 total $182,532.76 . Mr. Kauppila explained t he 
various forms of expenditures and reimbursement s. It was noted these are non-
salary expenditures. 

Total cost to the county for the year 1976 amounted to $76,683.60. 

The population at the Youth Home for December and the summary of the populat ion 
during 1976 were noted. It was mentioned that a child referred by t he Department 
of Social Services is first committed to that depart ment by Probate Court for 
care. 

The possibility of meeting with the Social Services Board, Acock's Medical 
Facility Board, and others related to welfare services, and limiting the amount 
of report type meetings was discussed. 

Don Kauppila and Mary Lou Fontaine then left the meeting. 

The committee decided the Welfare Contact Committee shall meet on the fourth 
Thursday of each month from now on. 

It was moved by Commissioner Farrell to meet with the various agencies or boards 
(Social Services Board, Juvenile Division, Friend of the Court, Acock's Medical 
Facility Board) connected with welfare and supported by Commissioner Potvin. It 
was mentioned meeting at the different facilities during t he first quarter of the 
year. The question was then called and the motion carried unanimously . ,, 

It was moved by Commissioner Farrell that the Chairman of the Welfare Contact 
Committee send a communication to involved departments explaining the committee•~ 
intent and supported by Commissioner Bollero. The question was called and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Carlson felt the committee should have some responsibility in 
reeard to programs sponsored by these agencies. 

It was moved by Commissioner Farrell, supported by Commissioner Potvin and 
carried unanimously to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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