
; 

•• • 

I 

I 

A Unique Logging Railroad 
It is :1 plrasllll' In :1,knn"l .. dgr lh,· rour11·sy 11( J\llr. c;rorg,• \V, Fllis, of !ht• l'orlrrlit"ld ,'< f::llis Cornpany, 

in furnishing pholographs and inforn1a1ion for use in the preparation or 1his ar l iclc.-F111 !OR. 
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Cro~~l11Sl the Ontonnston River \'nllt'y 
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0NG the 111c)st interesting railrc)ads crossec.l \.Vas the valley of the East Branch 
in the country are th<.>se c,wne<.I and of the ()ntc.,nag<Hl l{iver. '!'his valley is one 
OJlerale<.I hy logging c,,111panies. n1ile wide, and there was a ci rop of 200 feet 

Such roads are r requentl)' located in rclugh l<J the bri<.lge. An accon1panying illustra-
and hilly\sect ions, and 1nust, because <>f the tion g i ves a vivid idea of this piece of 
character of the service, be econc,111ically tract<;. 
built. ·rhis rneans that cuts, fills and ·rhe \.vc,rk on this line was done by two 
bri,~ges must be avoic.lecl \.Vhere possible; Baldwin loc<)n1otives of the 4-4- 0 type, ·· 
and as a ·result the tyJlical logging railrc.,ac.l which were originally built for the Detroit, 
~1tesents n'lany steep gracles ancl sharp J\1ackinac <..~ Marquette l{ailroad in · 1880 

. ·curves: ancl is l1y no n1eans an easy piece of and were subsequently used on the Duluth, 
track to operate. South Shore & Atlantic Railway and the 

In Ontonagon County, Michigan, the Mineral l{angc l{ailroacl. One of them is 
Porterfield & Ellrs Ccn11pall)', f<>r a peric>d shown in an accon1panying illustration. ' 
of eight years, operate<.! a l<lgging railroad ·rhese loc<>n1otives were part of a group of 
which was unique in 111<,re than <>ne respect. six built fc)r the Detr.o.it, Mackinac & 
l'he line \.Vas ten n1ilcs long, and ravines an<.I fVlarquctte l{ailroa(I in 1880 and 1881. 
va lleys were Jlassed over, \.vhercvcr possible, ·rhey originall_y burned wood and had 
lJy using gravity thrust and spce(I in g<>ing l{aclley anll I lunter stacks. l'he weight in 
down and up the gra(les. ·rhe \.videst dip working order was 66,000 pounds with 
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-1.J-,(JO(J p<1unds 011 driving ,~·lil'l'I:--. 
·rhc cylinder di111l'nsions \\'t'rl' 
I(, x 2-~ i11L·hcs, and tile driving 
'vvliecls ~·ert: 57 1 s i11l·hes in di:1111-
t·ter. ,\s sli<>,vn i11 lhl' illus1r:1li<111 
,ii· e11gi11l' 11u111her -1. liil' l'c,rler-
ficld l\: 1-:llis ( :n111p:1 ny':-, I< ,l·< 1111< 1-
t i,·t·s :ire 11<1,v lilted for h11r11i11g 
c11:tl ,111d li:1ve hcl'n i111pr<>Vl'd h_,· 
tile :tppl il·ati()n ()r :1ir brake~; ;111d 
01 her l'qt1ipn1e11t. ' l'hc_\' h;i vt· 
111:1dc ;J rcn1ark:thle rl'L"<Jrd r,,r 
dur:tl1ili1,·, :1rt' :-; 1ill in :--er\'il'l':1h lv . 
(<1nditi<111, :ind as f:1r a:-; i:-; k11<1,v11, 
have their c1rigin:tl hnilcr :-,hell:-,. 

1 n :-;ervil·l' "ll l lie I >c ,r I erlit·ld ,\ 
I•:lli s (:<1n1pa11y's ru:itl , ()nc ()r 
these luc<1111<1tives L·ould handle 
three flat cars l<>adetl ,vitli l"gs, 
e:1(h lc,aded (:tr ,veiglii11g l(l(),()(J() 
pounds. ·rhe n1ilt:- ,vidc vallc_\' <>f 
the ()ntonagon l~ivcr ,v:1s fre-
quently crossed in as short a ti111c 
as 55 sec<>nds. \,Vith go"d speed 
capa(it_y and flexible spring rig-
ging, these locon1otivrs did their 
\V<>rk ,vith a re111:1rk:1lile rv(<1rd 
f<1r safe!)' . ·1·1iere ,vere no fat: d 
.tL·cide11ts I<> cn1pl<1,·es during the 
eight years that the line ,.v;1s in 
<>pcrat i<>ll, ;ind the dan1:1g<' 1<1 
<'quip111ent ,vas :11111<1:--I 11l'gligihll'. 

' I'll(' .. J'()lh·r (<>:lSlt'r" llll'I h()d ,,r 
upl'rating lc1gg i11g r,,:1d :-, h:1 :-, 11,,1 
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ht'l'l1 (<>nfineLI to the J)nrtcrlield 
,\ J•:llis ( :,1111pan_r's line. < )ne ,,r 
till' illustrations slH1\vs a :-;i111ilar 
piCL'l' of track in ()cc,nto ( :c>unt_y, 
\\/ isc< ,ns in, wh ich ~, a s <ipera t ed 
h_\· tile ()r<,nto <:nn1pal1)' fc>r ;1hc1ut 
r,,ur ) '(•;1rs withc,ut ;111 ;JL(idl'lll. 
Llnf"rtu11atel)·, n<> rt.:c<1rd 'vV:ts 
kl'pl <>f tile steepncss,<1f the grade. 
i\lr. (; _ .J. 1-'arns,v,,rth, i>re:-idcnt 
(Jr till' ()L'( lll(() c:<1111pall) ', stales 
1'1 :11 lht· li ne ,v:1s .1h:111d,111l'd in 
l'J l<1 ()Ill\ hec:iusc the I in1hl'r s11p-
pl_,· in 111;11 dire(ti<111 h:1d hct"<1111c 
1·:--- li :1 11 :-- t l'd. 
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