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Sidnaw i<:li.l J1tnction 
1 1·tay Back ir. 1 8E 

S idna\-1 1 March 22. - A lot of intcre.stinr; r ~ilway h-ip p<!ninr;.s coulo 
mark their anniversaries in a nd about tnc year 19~2 . Jome of them 
size up n.s ir:tereGting a nd even humorous \•: .. en una.ly:~e J in . ·et.r-·-
spect . 

Take the advent of the Chicar;o , :iilwaukee and .:,t . P1ul i nto the 
Sidnaw r egion. Ultimately destined to conve r ce on Ontonagon for the 
terminus of its now knov1n Superior division , i t came into ;io!:"ti1crn 
Michignn at this point with somcthinr; far less th.1n fanfare . 
i:1r c~eded by DJSt:-A 

'l'he Duluth , .South Shore and Atlantic ro'.'ld was exter.ded into the 
!5idnaw region in 1888 and not too ma ny Jear later the "aur;u.st ..it . 
r>aul'' co.me through . Fireworks ensued when the latter decided to 
proceed north~rly , for the South ~hare al .. eady wa~ on the job in 
Sidnuw. 

But \-1hile th1:: South Shore men were enjoying a he:ivy nir;ht ' s snooze, 
the truck men out of Chicago and l·lil\vaukee placed rails ::itop the 
South Shore ' s tracks . ~ihen the hefty snorers aboard the work cars 
of the latter ro,d eased reluctantly out of their b~rths next !rorni?·:g 
they foun,l tl1e t-1ilw.'.l.ul<ce ehgine plumb cros.; the D3s~~;,, track. ,,cl] , 
the deed 1:as done then nnd very li ttlt:? about it could b .... ch~rced . 
Consc11ue-ntly Sidn:..iw becume a rai l,..,ay junction point over ni:-it . 
Northern Ke~rl. Out 

Jlositively diplomatic , too , were the reasons which kept t::e Cti-
cago c1nd J:orthwcstern out of the Copper Country . J:1r.1SD.:)' , in tnc 
Goe;ebic iron r an1;e , w.:1:; just Get tine; settled . i, plar.ing ar.d :;hin-
g le mill was builL in Irondale(namsay) ir: 1387. .\t the tir.:e ,\v-
vil , Colby Puri tan and Mikado were producin6 ore, but .ifH'lsny ·,.•as 
not . 

The rail way wl1ich coursed throur;h Ramsay "l.C the time was pr e -
clessor of the i{orthwestern , the i~ilwaukee , Lake Shore n?'ld .,estern . 
But Lhe South ..ihor e ran throuc;h iiessemer '!.'o\,nGhip to Hurley , ,;is ., 
in 1890 , too . 
Gentlernen ' s Ap;reement 

'l'hrough a f;cntlemcn ' s 13.greement between the t\vo lines i t Wa.5 de -
creed that. the South ..ihore woulrl stay ou!: of Iron County and. the 
Northwestern would remain dist ant f~om the confines of the Ca.>ner . , 
Country . To this day this aereement has l>ee n honored . 

True , the Northwestern did rt~n a pas"enger trnin into the Co:')per 
Country pr ior to 1920 , but never over its own tracks . 1 t al . .JnJ..; 
used those of the South Shore . 

And did you know that the Copner R:1 nr;e had a track all surveyed 
t hrouch to m•i;,_e a connec Lion with the t,or thv1efl tern at :,:i ters1:iec t': 
That ' s riGht • . i J13. t o. road the CR would ik7.VC been had they :·ollo·,:-
ed t heir plans ! 
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