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Soui~ce: 'l'he !·fining J our11al 
J'-1arq ue t t c ? i•l i. 
Septe1ilber 17, 18e7 

Is}1peming 

P. J.,i ve ly Loca lity 

Fifteen ye3.rs ago Clarksburg , a little village ten miles v,est 
of I s hpemi11g on the I)S.swt had nearly as n1a11y people as t hic c -i ty , 
and bo1·e the reputa tion of being j ust as tough as any to\-111 of 
its i r1ches i n i1:i. o At tl1,,1 t time the place had a s a ~-1ruill, plani11g 
mill , charcoal fu1·nucc , a11d other intllistries , en1ploying a large 
hunb~J:- of 1ne11. LJ.ter on ti.1e furJllice a.nd the mills \ve\~e closed , 
ai1d for t he 1:>as t ten yeurs ClFl.rksburg has been a. quiet hamlet 
of perl1aps 200 people . 'l'l1e \-Jork of building tl1e extension cf tl:ie 
C&N\l from Isl1;)emi11~ to l·1ichigctrnrae has brough t a. gr.a,:\t many hard 
c haracters into tr1e county . Sever al hundred of tl1ern a re camp-
ed not far from Clarksburg, and t}1ey raake th:i.t place ti1eir l1ead-
quarters on Sunday. There are saloons in the pl~ce , despite 
its rlecadcnce , n.nd when tl1ese bad r1en cet into the s.::i.loons arid 
outside of a certain amount of fii3hting •..:hish:ey there is bound 
to be ll r o1.-1. L.'lst Sund1y one m:;;1n had l1is a r ::1 brokcni :1.nother 
had hi s j :1w frn ct1tred in t ;'1o places .:J.nd i.'1..:-lo-:;her had seve r :1.l fin-
gers broken at Clarksbttre;. There vJere fig:1ts · 1.-.1i t)1out number 1 

and the r esp"!ctable people beg=.in to think of r.1ovini:; out of t l1e 
pl ace. Tl1e authorities there ha\re t o.ken th~ rn,.1.tter in hand, and 
,..,ill p1·or1ibi t the sale of liquor on Sundays if t he fiel1ting 
a.rid drun.lcenness continue . 
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