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The South $hore :ltn,d 

The Duluth Ne~·s 5ilfes t !~is interest ing history of t he project to 
connec t Duluth wit1't Gault .:.,te . Marie 'oy a railroad running along the 
s::>qt.11 ,,i1ort"! or l.a::e Su:,«rior , in i ~s i.ssu.e of i•iondey la!; t . Jeinc 
1·1ritl<:?n i:>y :i. T)u1u1.:h edi tc.. r, and from a Pulut:h standpoint , it , ~s 
a matter or course , gives all t.i~ credit fol' the co!lception of the 
enterpr ise and its dev-el o"!'•~ent to the point 1-,hich it hall now reach-
ed to Jttll.\th :mrties , but i deals truthfully enough with the im-
por•t,\11ce of the road , which is Jestined to handle an immense traf:'io , 
frorn the day it is open for business : 

In 1879 ·,1. ,I . :;-p.:1.uldin5 was president a nd ·t. Van Brunt secretary 
of the Uul\lth chamber of con101erce . In those early days they were 
interesLeu ih seve:ral new rail\-'olY schemes for Dt,1uth , and i. r. r i?lation 
to The D'3$!,A the followinc f act s were tnen laid br!fore t~e !:ontreal 
chamber of coro:Jerce by these gentlemen, substantially as fol lows : 

'Phe route proposed and advoca ted by St . Paul a :1d 1:inneapolis 
passes th.rottgh u wilderness and where not an acre of l a nd gr,.:, t t o 
a id in the construction . The distance is 425 miles by an air line, 
but in reality it would be much greater in ord.er to avoid tile lakes 
and difficuJ.t po:rtions of the upper peninsul a of Mi . 

'L'he other route , or what is called the South Shore line from Dul-
uth to Sault Ste . Marie , has a land e :-nnt almost its entire len:,th 
with part of tho road a lready completed and run.~ing and other points 
under contract . The ·distance from Sault Ste . Marie to Marquette is 
144 miles, most of which i s covered by a land grant to the Harquette 
& Mackinaw railroad , twenty miles o f which , east from Marquette, is 
under construction , and the whole contract to be finished by 1881. 
From Harquette to L' Anse is sixty miles, a lreacly completed , and pass-
ing through the richest iron district on the continent , givinz it an 
immense local tra ffic . 

Fr om L' Anse to Ontonagon river, fort y - two mil es is c overed by a 
land grant .t::> the t-:arquette & Ontonagon railroad , the line passing 
t~oui:;h fores ts of pin.e and 'bard ~,oods , within easy reach of the most 
extensive and valuable copper mines a lready known . 'l'he output of 
the iron mines exceceds one 1~illion tons per ar.num , whicl1 will "t:e 
largely increased ;;.s railroad facilities are adued, and the value of 
the copper produced r eaches nearly ter. millions o f dolla1·s per year , 
·rhe business o: t he mi nes. a lone woul,1 support the ~1!1ole throu.:;h 1ine , 
while r.he prapoi;e<l line from St . Paul would pass so fa!' south a r.o 
be unavailu1Jl>J for their use. 

From Ontonason to the ~ion:real river , sixty miles , the line 11::>uld 
pass alon.s the :;;outh nide cf the copper range , not only accorr.:;;od.at:.r..; 
tnP. mines , but favorll.bly l ocate1 :or the lumbering interest,s of t.,.'! 
vast pine country tributary to the three great branches of t :i-.: G:1to-
11ago,~ r i ver . 

From Montreal rive~• to Duluth , e:!ii:;hty e1i.les , is covered o . ~, .;r~::.t 
to tho NI' , t,:trouz!-t a coun~ry rich i !1 undevelo:pecl minernls ar,r, ii~e 
1'.AnOs . 

The distance from Dulu~h :o th.:l Sault 
was submitted showin.r; t h!! -iiro~oseci lir.e, 
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